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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO MADRID, SPAIN 

UNITED STATES OFFICIAL PARTY 

President Ronald w. Reagan 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 

The Honorable George P. Shultz, secretary of state 

DRAFT 

The Honorable Thomas o. Enders, United states Ambassador to Spain 

Mrs. Gaetana Enders 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan, Chief of Staff to the President 

The Honorable Michael K. Deaver, Assist~nt to the President and 
Deputy chief of staff to the President· 

The Honorable Robert c. McFarlane, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 

The Honorable Fred F. Fielding, Assistant to the President and 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Larry Speakes, Assistant to the President and 
Principal Deputy Press Secretary 

The Honorable Richard R. Burt, Assistant secretary of State for 
European and Canadian Affairs 

Peter R. Sommer, Director of western European Affairs, National 
Security Council 

4/19/85 2:30 p.m. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO 

STRASBOURG, FRANCE 

UNITED STATES OFFICIAL PARTY 

President Ronald w. Reagan 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 

The Honorable George P. Shultz, secretary of state 

DRAFT 

The Honorable EVan Griffith Galbraith, United States Ambassador to 
France 

Mrs. Galbraith 

The Honorable John w. Middendorf or USEC Representative 

Mrs. Middendorf or Mrs. USEC Rep? 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan, Chief of Staff to the President 

The Honorable Michael K. Deaver, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the President 

The Honorable Robert C. McFarlane, Assistant to the President for 
National security Affairs 

The Honorable Fred F. Fielding, Assistant to the President and 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Larry Speakes, Assistant to the President and 
Principal Deputy Press Secretary 

The Honorable Richard R. Burt, Assistant secretary of State for 
European and Canadian Affairs 

Tyrus w. Cobb, Director of soviet and western European Affairs, 
National Security Council 

Roberto. Homme, United States Consul General to France 

Mrs . Homme 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO 

LISBON, PORTUGAL 

UNITED STATES OFFICIAL PARTY 

President Ronald w. Reagan 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan 

The Honorable George P. Shultz, secretary of state 

DRAFT 

The Honorable Henry A. Holmes, United states Ambassador to 
Portugal 

Mrs. Holmes 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan, Chief of Staff to the President 

The Honorable Michael K. Deaver, Assistant to the President and 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the President 

The Honorable Robert c. McFarlane, Assistant to the President for 
National security Affairs 

The Honorable Fred F. Fielding, Assistant to the President and 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Larry Speakes, Assistant to the President and 
Principal Deputy Press Secretary 

The Honorable Richard R. Burt, Assistant secretary of state for 
European and Canadian Affairs 

Peter R. Sommer, Director of western European Affairs, National 
Security Council 



TRIP CLIMATOLOGY 

FOR 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

TO 

EUROPE 

30 APRIL - 10 MAY 1985 

16 April 1985 

DETACHMENT 2 

HQ AIR WEATHER SERVICE (MAC) 

THE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20330 



Detachment 2, Headquarters Air Weather Service provides trip 
climatology reports to assist Department of Defense, Executive, 
and Legislative VIPs with their travels around the world. These 
reports are tailored to answer common questions concerning 
itinerary weather where the lead time exceeds current forecast 
capability. This report contains May climatological data for the 
trip of the President to Europe. 

our DOD Climatological I Officer prepared this trip climatology 
report in response to I a request through our Pentagon Weather 
Office located within the Air Force Operations Center. Please 
direct questions regarding this report or requests for additional 
information to us at 697-1638. 

Brian w. Galusha, Major, USAF 
DOD Climatological Officer 



BONN, WEST GERMANY - Spring weather is characterized by partly to 
mostly cloudy skies, mild temperatures and occasional showers and 
thunderstorms. Morning low temperatures typically average in the 
upper 40' s with afternoon highs in the mid 60' s. Rain showers 
occur on about six days during the month with a 10-15% chance of 
a thunderstorm. Early morning fog and drizzle is not uncanmon. 

BITBURG, WEST GERMANY - The climate of this area calls for mild 
temperatures, cloudy skies and frequent fog or drizzle. The 
average daily high temperature is just over 60°F and the overnight 
low averages in the mid 40's. While drizzle is common, the chance 
of heavier rainfall stands at only about 20%. The humidity is on 
the increase but not usually uncomfortable at these temperatures. 

RAMSTEIN AB, WEST GERMANY - The weather throughout West Germany 
gradually improves during May. Temperatures remain on the cool 
side with daily lows in the mid 30's and highs in the mid 50's. 
Expect minimum temperatures to drop below freezing on two days. 
Skies are frequently cloudy with precipitation mainly confined to 
migratory storm systems. Drizzle and fog are fairly common al­
though on the decline. A late snowfall, while rare, is still 
possible. 

MADRID, SPAIN - Sunny skies, warm temperatures and moderately low 
humidities are the rule in Madrid during the Winter to Summer 
transition months. Temperatures in the morning fall to near 
50°F, while the afternoon temperatures are in the mid 70's. Look 
for about four to six afternoon thundershowers per month during 
this season in Madrid. 

STRASBOURG, FRANCE - The weather of this beautiful region is mild 
in May. Temperatures range from the mid 40's to the mid to upper 
60' s Showers and passing storms bring rainfall on about seven 
days during the month. Thundershowers are expected on about 10% 
of the days. Relative humidity is high giving rise to frequent 
foggy conditions. 

LISBON, PORTUGAL - Nearby Atlantic waters moderate the temperatures 
in the Portuguese capital. Daily temperatures range from the mid 
50' s to near 70°F under partly cloudy skies. May is a transitional 
month from the wet months of winter and spring to the dry summer 
months. Rainfall in May is quite sporadic with measurable rain 
falling on an average of five days. Periods of moderate, gusty 
winds are common during much of the month. 

ANDREWS AFB, MARYLAND - Pleasant spring weather prevails during 
May with overnight lows in the mid 50' s and afternoon highs in 
the comfortable mid 70' s. Temperatures above 90 °F can be expected 
on about one or two days. Thunderstorm activity increases signif­
icantly during May with thunderstorms occurring on an average of 
five days. The mean relative humidity, like temperatures, is on 
the rise and can be a bit uncomfortable on the warmer days. 
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AVERAGE NT.iMBI::R I TEMPER..Z, TURES (F) OF DAYS PEi<. MONTH 

LOCATION HIGHEST AVER.l£E AVEH ... ;:.,.GE LOh'E.ST RH 
ON DAILY DAILY ON I % 

RECORD· HIGH LOW RECORD RAIN SNOW TSTMS 

Bonn 93 66 49 28 6 0 4 67 

Bitburg 85 61 45 28 7 0 4 70 

Ramstein AB 89 64 42 24 6 0 3 74 

Madrid 92 74 50 34 6 0 4 57 

Strasbourg 97 68 47 25 7 0 4 73 

Lisbon 94 69 56 42 5 0 1 67 

Andrews AFB 97 76 56 33 8 0 5 64 
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-- *LESS THA(~ ONE DAY PER MONTi-5 



ROME, ITALY - The southern half of Italy is warm and pleasant in 
May. The warm Mediterranean climate produces daily high temper­
atures approaching 80°F and overnight lows near 60°F. The skies 
are generally partly cloudy with brief periods of more extensive 
cloudiness and rain. Precipitation is expected on 4-6 days 
during the month. The relative humidity stands at a pleasant 62%. 

CLIMATE STATISTICS 

CITY/BASE . RECORD 
HIGH 

TEMPERATURES 
MEAN MEAN 
HIGH LOW 

RECORD 
LOW 

AVERAGE NUMBER 
OF DAYS PER MONTH 
RAIN SNOW TSTMS 

RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY 
(PERCENT) 

Rome 99 82 61 49 5 0 1 62 



Kim White 
White House 
Washington, o.c. 20500 

Dear Kim: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING (USAFE) 

APO NEW YORK 09132 

Apr i l 1 7 , 1985 

This is the information we've compiled about the base, Bitburg city, and the 
cemetary. We're in the process of updating and consolidating the information 
and will send you copies when it has been completed. 

We hope the information is what you want. We're sorry the package couldn't get 
to you earlier, but our office is small and has been kept extremely busy with 
the upcoming visit. 

If you have any questions, please call Victoria Bills, Chief of Media 
Relations at 06561-5721. 

u~IDJJ 
7 

Victoria Bi 11 s, DAFC GS-7 \ 
Chief of Medi a Rel at ions i 
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Forty years ago, American soldiers came to Germany as 

liberators, as part of the effort which would restore at last the 

priceless heritage of justice and law, of democracy and humanity, 

to a darkened continent. The Allied liberation had a dramatic 

effect on the. fate of Europe. I would like to dwell for a moment 

on its special meaning for Americans. 

America's participation in the war against Hitler was truly 

our entra,n·ce onto the stage of European history. Our long-standing 

commitment to European welfare and defense is an important legacy 

of that wart Such a commi~ment ~as not in effect in 194/; our 

commitment to Europe was not the dominant factor in the American 

decision to participate in the liberation effort.· As every 

schoolchild knows, America had to be drawn .into the war in Asia 

before we e-ertrlfl commit~urselves to aid the heroic war effort 

~lreidy underway in Europe. 

~ o,Lt\.i;:,<; ~~ . 
~r~--=-=As p.roud as Americans must be of the r'o1e' played· by our 
I~ . 

fighting men in 
I -' : , 

destroying the most ~rofoundli vicious regime in 

modern history, we must not' f aii'. t'o·, r'e~all our own moral and 

!. ,, 

~6liiical'sti~gglei alohg the way. W~ ~~ve our own histo~;·to 

, i . .[ \ •• . J ,·, -;· • ' •• 

ponder ~hen:~e, as Americans,··come to Europe. 



,-

voice. 

Weihad reached no decis~on~ we had committed no forces. Europe was 

shattered and we did not act. We remember each year at this time 

the moment of victory and the years of sacrifice, the lives 

brutally extinguished and the lives given in battle. Let us now 

remember also those months of indecision, of debate, and of 

disbelief. Let us recall America's nearly fatal reluctance to 

enter a struggle whose end was then so far from view. 

We have now the advantage of hindsight. We can see clearly 

enough now that our participation in that struggle was crucial to 

the restoration of lawful government in Europe. We know now, 

beyond any doubt, that the stories that reached us in 193 '] and 1 <fJ3 a-..r.i l'J3'J 

~t1fD . 
were shockingly, unbelievably true -- that the truth was even worse 

A 

than anyone's imagining. We can see now that to delay was to 

sentence more thousands of heroic resisters, more millions of 

innocent victims, to their deaths. 

We can say now that for America to have failed to enter into 

this struggle would have been to refuse our share of the greatest 

burden our century has yet imposed. To have failed our European 

allies then would have brought shame on our country, and disaster fb -~ -------------------



-
America has changed greatly since the days when we could 

argue that what happened.on the continent of Europe was no business 

of ours. Those days, however, were not so long ago that we can 

take for granted our own courage and determination to face our 

responsibilities in the world. Just as each German citizen. is 

called on continually to remember and acknowledge the darkest days 

of his own country's history, Americans too must recall the dark 

days when t'he cries of Europe seemed to fall on deaf ears. Just as 

Germans today are ever alert to the echoes of racism, of militarism 

and extremism, so must we Americins constantly guard against the 

special temptations of isolationism. 

We may join together today, Europeans and Americans, in 

accepting the burden of~ terrible chapter of history. We join 

together in remembering the heroes of each of our countries who 

spoke out and fought against the scourge of Nazism, and those 

millions whose lives were destroyed by it. We join together now in 

pledging once again our unquestioned mutual commitment to defend 

our shared <le1nocratic heritage, a heritage which may well be held 

7 
more precious~' in German hearts, than perhaps anywhere in the 

worl;J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Material from the Diary of a Survivor of Bergen-Belsen 

Below is a .. short account from the diary of a female inmate of 
Bergen Bel sen, Valery Stark, who was a doctor. I am having -._ ._ 
this story translated.frmm :li:he-v:ery poetic Hebrew in which it 
was written. 
This is a very powerful tale and one which should be used, if 
possible. A proper translation will be available shortly. 

It is night. A woman is in labor in a cell block at Bergen~Belsen. 
It is totally dark to avoid drawing attention. The-author, the 
doctor/inmate delivering the baby, looks out to the watchtower 
and conducts an imaginary dialogue with the guard there. She 
appeals to his human side and his role as a father. She says 
to him: _you also have chi~dren, perhaps,,,even a baby. 

The doctor holds the newborn infant in her arms, and the other 
women in the block come round and recall their first labor 
and the lives of their children. 

.,, 
' . 

At this point, the doctor is struck 1:;>y the thougqt that even 
in this place of deprivation and death "we give life; Jewish 
li:fie." The mother smiles in·pity at her child. Th~ doctor 
looks at both mother and child and a new light enters her heart 
a light of hope-. arid redemption~ 
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nnt1n ,,~ ,0,r inVJ'0 • il-::iJr ?IV ,.,,N, ·,0n, ,,ntvn l'IDNpn 
,,01e1V cilt'0 .,,.,i:i·K,w 'l0"1l 1N:>';, oJ:," N?tV ,1:, ,11 M'l1V01 

; .nm·,l',::i:i "1l m,rn, .,,0n ,,o,N:i 
nizm, l<'l'I .:,,;,.., ;mew, ,,11 ';,:, , ,n,::i:i ,nol:,J p~i,n ri,7.) 
nil11!l1V!l n:1,n n,:io 1w1 • .,,,,, · ,,,i nirnN mn, ,m,,.,n riio:i 

'"' : nMll<Ji m,,~ :,':, nio,0 'JK .0,m10, 0,,, M'l!l. ,C'Ji"1nNi1 
ri0ipM il1'?il 1l< .o,,:, "11lC IV' 1il1 ';,::, ,3 13.' rn l'!l 1?l'llV ltli 
.i,M0 ci,wi,n n,,,J, lC'il :,i,:,:10 ,K,n 32 n:::i p~i,n n,0 ,t,l<? 

• 1pm "1l<t:)'J~on ,lll'?P'T l'll< 'l'"lln 'JD? nN,., 'JN C'in::i;J ,n_N 
.,':, Kl "111:r ,C'"lKt,'J~Oi1 1P1 'li1N,, .n1ii0:::i ,,';,I( nNli' 'll< 
]1'1.)110 1Pfl'1 'l ,,K n PM l'l<O .,, 0,, 0,,n, ,n,,, ,l? il'nn n,,,:i i,,, iKlt' ,,,:,o,nn·c,, ?IV in,:1,vm ';,31 i:ion-,,:1, n,,nn ,; 
c,,,,irno i::i "lnK ':i:iK .nr.in,0:1 MJJ? C'J0iln c,,,:,, inir11:1 
?!lK .,nlt'0 KJ0k ,:::i:i 'lK ,.,7.),1( Nin ,NJ '!lM,, ,01N '0M"1 ,:1 
bK ,"1,lCil MK n,:i:,; ,,0, l'J!)'l'l IV'lV. ,,nil( ,,nr,,, 0'11'7.) 'l'"1il 
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?l1 ,, ,:in, ,,nW'l' ,:i:i l1l"n0 U'NV ,T'?l7~ r,,r i:11j';, ?V0 
n,,,,.n nn,,pv nN n0nn ntv,.,,n ,,w.:,:11 .i'll'te ,tv nl.lv ,:i 
ni11,::iv i'IT ili'O!ln N?:l cn,01Vl nN c,,,,,0 en i'IJi'li ,C'lJ:11? 

,'l0"1l C!Vl ,Mli':llV N?::li l'Jt:)'!V 1i1:1 .0'0'?1V 
- "M''it,0';, nnnr.i 'nJTV' ::iitv ,::i:, 'll< ,p,Nt,TV n,,,,; 
il'"11'0 n, IV' .Cl'vi!ln-nj:'?1 Z,?Y:l ,i'IJt,j;'n nl ,,N '~k? n,r.i,K 
,, ,z,';,i:,, N?,, .MtvNi? ?l10 nn,n9 ,nY,,p, n:1,j;'l ,,::i,. ?VJ i'llVJ' 
10 p';,n : nn-c,,r., ,11 m0'i0 l<'i'li - "m0 i0w,n, ,,:, ,y,i:,nn, 
n::i n,i,,::il:) '7:IN ,v n,,,.,n n'l'Y .Cl'0 C'Dt:)U IVj;'n 1r.i, n:,,r.,,vn 
nl< ii? n!l'?M0 N'nTV ilY'IV:l ,1,,,:11, c,r.in, ?'IV :,i:,:1n i'll?1k:J 
,,v ,,,r.i, ri.,,n nNr nil:)k K? n0 'lD0,, .wi,n nK, n:>'01Vn 
cipr.i, ni:,,0n m< r,m, noJr.ii ,n,,,n nN nn,:,,0 N'n - "n,,,::i 
,m,nnnn ni,,0:1 n::i:,i1Vn :1,n-n,,n ,nli'Til ,:i,,,.,D nir.i .VJ::1' 
'l!:ll:) ;,,Z,3,1 ,.,0ii m,,K ,w nDm m,,,11n ni,0n : nml<nl:) i'IJ'K 

.CllVln 

,mi,n "loin, m,,v--,o,n ?IV nr n,,, inN, C'D'~ 0,,,m, 
;,i,,:, ::i,IV "lll"'liN? n,0 .nir.ill1 y,n,, "1::ll( 31'li'I? n,:, Clil:J l'l<,_ 
nN n, ,z,nJ .n,0-'l:ll<0 n,::i,o K'n ,n,n,!li'nn0 nnN n,,,n n, 
-,,n·ninNIV l'10£livn ,,110 ,,,,£).,,0 ?lV '?lV nli"1nNn n?illl:)~j'J 
:,:1:::i,n N'n .t:)IV!JK1i::i::i. ,,,nl<n l1l"1:l ,,,, :,:inn ONJlK c,n,n'ln 
,,; M'i0N ,l'11M!l0 il'nN N?'IU .'l07:1 :-in,,,!) nn,n m ,,,0n ,n,K 

"IN 1;,::ii< ,l.1"1 "1:::11 Cilll U? iWl1' l<?i 0n "C'"l'IV',, C'lVll< 0'.l7:1"1ll'1 
nKln nn,0 ,i,z,,r., n,nr,VJ ,0'l!) ';,:, ';,y ... nl11? ilVDl<-'l< ,1::) 'I) 1;,:v 
';,y '1 n11,z,,::i ,, n1'10 'll< mn ,n,r:,Nn, :,,r,0n ,n,,,, .ilKDi,, 
,r, IVDln·n,:110 ,11 :,,,0 ,,r ni:10n::i, ,r mn0::i ,, nnllV n,::in 
nk :,31v ,:i:::i, c,p0 ';,:,:::i '7.):11 'nl<VJl 1n:i1V ,,::i,:1w lVDJn·n,,w 
n,0 n1<:1 1:i inK .?Jl<Jn ,11,n nN n';,,.:,r.,n ,nNm noDipn 
·n,nr.i Cll H'li'I ,r.i,,,£) .,7.), ,n,w n,0n·mDpnn Cll "ll.l',,l<, 
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• T r /_: , ; '\ •::,,:J, jl'i,' 

1r·1~rJ~[''.l,;t••~t-•~1~r;~1'f:l'ff~'j~:Lt:;'.,::::'.):;:::'.i·x';;',-1· .• "*m ,!l'~l"<w WN:!~ "fl~ : ::1~:i~:=:1;!fr43ITS~Dl~;~ . ' 
I ' 

,..,,,n, ,,.,:i; ,/'J•tt,u, 1•x, :,llJ PN .;r,,~,. n::.iTVn :i,:,or., '"'In 
,,x ii,c ·u ,x ,n,iJr., x,:i,, OlJDi1 ,iv on,, ,,,x ,1vm 7lJ''i''r, 
'J.D 'n1 ,, nmlii, m,n .mm,, n,,n nx n1,,D 'JM .,nx ,mu,:, 
me ,~xr.,' n,,n wr.i,n ',i'OD i:i::, ow:in ,'M'tvJ mt lJ:ii, nr.imo, 
·mn,:i y,p,:i o,i,,·u ni,r,Jirz,r., tl'Jn• ,o,r.ilJ, i;:11,r.i ,,x ,1nn m,,,, 'J'N ,mw11, n1,, 'JM nr., 'r.llll:I nlJi,, 'JJ'N l"1l1 ,.o,x,D 
i17':l X'i11V ,1i.n;, ';,~, nJio::,\,N:i 'mM n,:,,';,ir., ,,,., .!'11Vl11< ;,r., 
,; ,,rn;i; ,,:ilV:i m,,n :,,, ,r n:,,,n ,:iN ,,:i,:i 0,11::i,,,., c,,r,r., 

,im:il 'i1ln .n,r.,31J 'JI< ';,,nil 'i1l ,,', ,lVEllMn nw:iin nN lll1? 
i1'ltv ,,n-,,l llMllll ;w;,r., c,-,r,~ ;,r.,:, pnir.i:i, ,c,-,r,,., nw,w 

:i1~1n:, 011, hr.,·n1m 1m b11 ,1i,p n,; n•,11, ,nh1::i n, nr.i,, 
c,,r,r.,' 

1

m;,!:l pn,r.i=ii ;,1 ni:il niir.,' \,31::i t1'ir:i 'mw,nr., 1 n,-,,;,r,, 
,'.lr.l'iln r,:,,,n-mnr., ,rv 11,u~ ';,r.,o:, m ,n,,f;,w;,·,,l,., ...:. o,i,ou 
·t1,i:-ii:ir., 

1 

"JD:i ;!Jln t1w', x, ,:iN ,o,,,p.,r:i,' pwJ:i ,,,1r., Nin 
0'Di£llll 0':Jl1'i ,),tt,,•,,on o,,,;,, in:, N?N ,O~'JNP''i~N 0'DD1l1r.l 
o,,,:,,iu ciwr., ,n,-,:, 0'TVJ1 0'JP? O'lVJN iu:, , ,,pr., 0,,31,,, 

.t1:i t1nr.iwJ ,,11 ';,:, C'J:,or.,, C'J:>ior., 
:J':icr., .n,,n, .n,,r.,w;, ,,:ir., ,w ,,ll:i , i1n:i n,r.,131 'JM 1:, 

•

1

i1ll:m, '!)',:, 'lVN'i nx nn,:ilr., 'JN .0'J1llr.i:,, 0'Jll1.)!) ,O'J!V' ';,:,n 
n,,nn ? ir.,wr.,;, ,11 ;,';,31r.,';, ow ,r.i,11;, m n,,;,, ,,:,, o,x 1'b m,x 
'r.l:-itl1 ,,,p,., ni:m'rvr., · 'JN 1:i·,nx ·,:ix :,';,31r., '!)?:, nwn,, 'JN 
-,,.,,w n,1< ,',i:ir.,;,-,,.,,rv tiiN,, : n11:i ,m,, .,m, · 111<,,p 'JNi 
-,x n,1<, M.l l1'liiT ,,,xr.i 1mN nTZ1p:ir., 'JN ,n!Zlp::i,,;, 'JN 1 ,,l1.:m 
u, z,,, ,;,,,,.,,. n?E)l(,l t:i::i,z,,, 1.lN ,llJ•';,p,r 1;>;, ,15,,!),~iv,t;t:i 
r,iyo 111< pi m:r.i,ir 'JN .n:i,ivn l'N .nr.ir.i,, 'JM ,,rv,:,31 :.,,,,,,; ow 
nrv1< ,,,x ,, TV' . :i?l.'?J, t1w nm c,xn • ,;iz,, 'P'i1ll:i c•,;,in 
,r.i,w ,'ilP 7r.,r 'JD? pi 11m on:iTZ1 7r,piz,, 'itv!)Ni .n,:i:i o,,;,, 
:i:,wir., ac,n1V:i ,,.

1
mn 1'Jil ',:, ,r.i,hn nN ,c,:,:i ,;,N ir.,iiv 'nlr.in 

J~· 

.) 

' 

-·-

i1'1" ,,,.,.,n--,r.,,,z,,z, ,ru:,or., l'IX 7:, N' ON1V ,o,i,r.i :,',,',:i l.!'l' 

· !UD'M Nin ,Tl$m::i·n-i,lr.i CY ll'£lll:) Nin 1:,--,nN ."n,n:, ,,n, 'ilV' 
?IIJ O''il!)Nil Oil' J!) nN :,i,Nr.i :,-,ur.,:, . 1onr., nT'N:J nmN N°ltl:)1 
:,',,',;, Cl ,ll'i cm, :Jj;1.) .C"''' ,DiN·ri,n,.,, 0'1:)11 tlili c,,,n:, 
,11''i'ltl'1 nl'D:l c,,,,, :,r.,:, Cl/ 11'::tll"nr.i '.lN .:'IJ'TV' c,,,:::i,o 1'N 
c,,,.,, pxw ,:,-,pn::iw .,,m:,·nmi, 1lJ:ir., :,,';,,:i nv.,,rv n,.,:, 
,,,pn 'J!):l ill'"r.i ill'N ,,ivJr.i N,:i ,n',p';,ipr.in ylJ:,·n,, ,,.,,.o, 
l'Wi1,, c,n-,:,ir., UN .n,p:, 1J1l .,,,x :,:i,nr.i i'fl'DI:) 1:ix:,·nD::li 
:,J'IC ,r.,N .n,,,,; cr.,n,, p,o:,, ',,:irv:i tl'lll ,-,,nr., ';,:,::i C'll1 
:,r.,:, nN'll1r.il ilt,,r.,n ?N 'itv' l'\1Vl'J N•n N,N ,:,r l'.ll1:1 n,:i,r.i 
11::lD::lDI:) 'i:i:, lll'i 11l1l .p,o:,', 'P ;,',x C''ir.,n:i ,1Vi'1 yv·mn,, 
01,p op c,,,n:, ,,:ir., .,1.,:in ,un, :i,::ior., nll1l'J nl'Dr.ii vNn 
,,nr.i ,nN w,p Ni:, l')N N'::llr.,i ,:,::i,;,:i :,n,Dnn ,ll:i ,'il'i:1J"11 
nN ,o,r., - n:,',', ,,:,, 1l'N1V ,r., .C''iMNil 1:::i C'W1lJ ,,.,nN .,ni,,r., 
11< ,7:::i, c,,p ,:i ?ll ,,:i,J N', Oil .Nlil 1.l'IV'l'IIJ ,.,:iri, ,p,n 
m::ii,11il on,n,i,,;,;, ,,nr.i o,tv.,pi 1Vp c,i., o,:in,o cn ilJil ,,11J:,11 
,n,,N ?!11 in::i1r.,, iv:iir.,n 1:i,v, nr.i,,::i - ,,mn ?N cniN c,,v,,.r.,, 
nr.,:,, nr.,:, '!)' Ni:, .,,oN 0'11Jlll UNIIJ '1::l1il , 1:iir., . ,,.,,,,:w IVN 
,-,n,r., ,';,:,:i ill:) ,:,, ,n1'Jl:)'ilil n,,,;,Dni mNWlil ,,:ir.,:iJV C'D'llC 
cl, ,,l:i l'1r.l11Jlil'IV 7r.,r ',:, ,,,11 'in,r., '?lN o,-a,,J';, 'I 'iCN.l N? il1.) 
MCll:1 ,o,,,, nn,wJ :'IJ'NTZI ,'1Ni,-n,,,,. :'l.l!V:l O"r.lllD :iir,:,', 
Wl'i11V nr., ',:, '? t'' ,t::1?11J1 N''1:l 'lN ,:ii~ 'lllr.),, : ir.,il/1 l/1:J.Pil 

·"'? 
l(',I( n,;,n N?lV 'ilVDN n,,,m ,:l'1ll:J l/Wn "l.l!> N'il illl'IVil 
11 ,n:,:111,, n1V,mi nuim~ ,.,:11:, n'iP' :,-,ur.,:, .,p,::i::i n,nr.i, 
1Vl:)111Vil? C'l.11,, 1'N ,,,N 1N ,,;,,,;,r., ,niir., .n:i:, N'il riic:i,w 

t::INM ,:,:::iwn:i n,.,:i,.nr., PN'i1il n,r., ?W il'111PlN1 :,,r,,rriJl ? il:J 
? nr,, ,,:,, ,1;1 ? il':rn:, ,.,:,,. nr.ix:iw ,x ,int ,,n;,;, np11i:-ii N'M 
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4 
-~ .; o,.,.p, ·~ ii:irr:J;:mr,:r~ns~m:::1:~::7~·••i: 

r 
f 

,,,n:,-,.,,l 011, il'1'1:)1Vil ,,,,.1:) Clt ilJMil ,l'1i:H~J'? ?IV n,,,nm 

J1'lMl:I 1lt'l:):l n,n,:ilt'l 0'lt',l7.,!)ili C'lV!:)lV!:)il ?IF tlil'ml'Plt ,,,l)N, 

• -,:i:i,';, n:i,,vi c,,,.,,n ';,,v mu:, mnvn 
,x' ,"):,I:) ,.,.,1:),, ,, tl'N"lip:, m';,,pl:) n,-,MJ 'JN tiiNnD 

'11?:l'P "lt'llN 1 'JK ,w,NI:) c,K 111,mN lVDMI:) "'Jb"ll,, ,,.,vr.in 
N? Ci'il 1l7 .,l:),j;'l:ll:I l11Div 'JN ilMl:llV:IIV n,-,.,,111iil ,,n1:1 ... ;i,,,:m 
~,r ,,n .,,l ,.,, n,,n x, m,,,, ciii• .1x:,';, ,x,, tiix tiirv ,:i,p 

. ?JN ,:i:, ,n., .,,r:i, ,'li:i.:,, m,,nr.i:i tll7!ln tl'ltl:l!Vl tl'!l"ltn ,.,:ix 

, -,,,1.:) ,,,,~ 
1
.10n 11, 11:1,0 - 1 c,,x:, l"';,n:, .ti,,xn .,,,1:1 'Jn, 

'tl'Ntm 1'1:1J1 tl'lV!:lMl:lil tll'nN?, 1"1V ,,rmt tl'J:ll:I UNlV ~!l:l ,7';,::i:, 
ri:iw:i , n:,';,:,., _..: .,,li.:> ,tlilJr.ii nn,nl:l x,:-i tll7D:1 tll .nmm 

."';:tl<'111l 1131 ,:m, J.:) tlK ..:._. ? tllt'!lK1i:i:i n'il J1N ? yn-,,:i';, '1:ll11V 

11:1 ,nK 'lN ioDn x,w ,x,:-i '1i''ltn , .n,pn iuil:l 'MIVJ 
cn,:i,,p, c,,,,,, t,,:i,,v m,:ir,, tl'1':l ,; t,,.,o,r.rrv ,ti':in:,r.in 

n,v,,, l1'1'01:) .,n,,:i11, 11Nli' 'lNIV :'1ll1V:J ,,1:10:1 mnr.i::i t,:,,,,,,, 

,:,mn, tl'1.:)M'1 N?:l . !VJ].!J :,::i IVDnlili ,.n,,::i :i,::i.::,:, :,xi,n:, N'il 
,:,11,,n '1?'1:l ,,w:,:i, y,-,,_, ,,,vv; Ntn:, ,,:, :,r 1m,, :,xrnv:i:i 

C'lt'l 300 ,x::i,ntv ,u, :ir,,l '1:ll11V :ir,::ilV::i : x,:, 1:,:i·:,1-, ?IV 1inll 

.:,,px::i,,o,:,{ll:l ix :,,,xm:,I:) mw,,l~ 1,,, . 1r,::i·1li::i, y,iiTV,Nl:l 

~,,,, ,~ :,nl)tvl:)·:i,,v i:,tv'I:) un::iiv::i TN:) Nll:)l ,7,NIV n1'11VDNil 

l'lJMIJil ':JTUi' ?TU ti.ni!Vl'1nil llN il'1':llil ,1:, ?l7 ll1J UNlV '?:l 
;ww:i .,,::iirw iri::iiv::i, ,nr m, ,,:i, 'llYl:ll 'lN 'lN .:,n,n,, ,:ir 

,nx lll, ,, i''DOil ,:,1-,n nn';,v,.,, ,,n::i rn,,.,:, n,::i 'l!:J? ,n,,,:irw 
, ,:v ,,n::i,n:, nx1 ~1-,rv nx ::iin:,xw .n,,.tv,.,:, ,:i.l:) n.v,:, no,:, ,iv 

y,,,w,ic. 'N:l ,x,, ' '11VDN . : n:i.n,:,·n,::i ?'it' :tl'lV~i':,-,,,. ':ll 

,,,: ';,y ;;:, 'l1~1Vn N? .l7Jt~ ,tl!V tl'l:),1V'1il Z,,NIJ '1NIV' l'~ '11:)tv nx 

p, ,I(? ~l:)'tt) nN ~l11' C'J"?nil .l'lJM:l '1/J? v,,, tl'ttJ 'xi:, 'IJ!UlV 

mnm1 : ,'l,:,nl:)i 'lil:I'! ti,;'9t n';,v~:, !)l N?~ , ,ilJMI:)? ilN!:lii::, 

mt 

:'I 

.) 

-. -

l;,j';,,, ,,nwp:i ?ll n½rni 'JN .,,,:1,i iTVN~ l1N n'J:10~ nt,:i ':,y 
::i,w inNi .r11:.c ,nix nl7oiw 'JK " ... ti:>?W n,,,,:, tl:ll n,ni,;, 

,C?lTJ ?:>ii 

n110i1V 'lK tl'J!):11:) ,,,,.,lil ?N n"\TiM 'lN C'lll' t,,,n:i 
,tl?11'? ,,,m N:l ,p,:iil 'IJ117J1 ,,N tll7 .'1l iNl/J : il?ill m,,v 
C'l<'1l tll'N c,,,nn .nnNil ,,,:i ::i,i,-,:,, Jt,pil 1Dil nN ilP'TMi'l 'll< 

t:Jjiil:) jll:)j ,ilJ''ll}-,o,n, K1il 'Jlll iltil il?'?illV '!l ?ll 1:]N ,tl'D'll 

,,:,,w 7:,,n,,,, ?37 n1'1!l07J tl''ll}l 1 ,,:illtv C'i'J'i'J nm,::>T C'?l77J ;,,n,,,,, n,,,, ,on n,:m ,x,, - :,p,l:lOI:) nnN n,,11:i. nwN 
;,i:mv; ili'J'Onl'11 il'Mil ;,,,,Ni1 ,,n::i ilil'7Jl1 n,1:1,11 'll< .tl'l1VllC'1:, 

-,,,:.r.i ?VI tJl:)l7t, nK ill':li'J 'lN .,::i,I:) ?:>l'I ,, i11Vlll cii<nD, ,j11) 

'1MN? ,,,ll tl,,, ,,,ox U'lDI:) tl'll:)'1ll"I ?Vl tiinD nN, il'1'1:)Vl 

-1,?J'lV':llV :i,,11, :iitll yl7-'l''1l:l .,:.,:il, ,,ol ,mx~ tl'J,'?'7J1V 
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Translation 

From the diary of Dr. Valerie Stark, physician at Bergen-Belsen 

Published, 1950, Tel Aviv 

With the early light of dawn the new born entered the world. 
~~A~~ 

I take the small damp body fcom~the nurse .•• [Several women in 

the room] were recalling memories of days past, recounting the 

stories of their deliveries. One young woman blushed remembering 

the sweetness of her wedding night. I stand astonished by this 

room so full of life and warmth -- even now, after millions of us 

have fallen and been murdered. For here in this wooden hut, 

forsaken and miserable ••• in the wind and the rain, new life 

emerges. The mother smiled with pity at her delicate new born 

son. I look at the two of them and I understand everything. I 

understand everything. And a new hope settles in my heart. 



At the break of dawn the newborn entered the world. ~!am_ holding iri my hand 

its tiny damp body The sick don't seem tired, ,even though this 

night is the second without sleep. Several of them are reminiscing 

about their deliveries, one young woman blushes remembering the sweetness 

of her wedding night. I stand astonished in the midst of the warm 

atmosphere created here. And suddenly it dawns on me, everything is 

understood. I understand the reason for the watchtowers and the fear 

the Germans still have of us, even after millions of us fell and were 

murdered. In this wooden barrack foresaken, miserable and filthy, a new 

Jewish life enters the world. The mother smiles with pity at 

her delicate newborn son. I look at the two of them and I understand 

everything. I understand everything and a new hope settles in my heart. 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Mrs. Horak enters heavily, her legs hardly carrying her. She is 
in labor. In the past weeks she has suffered much; her face is 
emaciated and anguished. 

I pray to God that she gives birth between ten o'clock and three, 
while there is still light. Mrs. Horak is thirty-two years ~ld, and 
labor progresses slowly for her. 

I stand alone in the yard in the shadow of the watch-tower. 
Everyone has gone to sleep. I look up at the tower. What kind of 
human being stands guard there? "Mr. Guard, Mr. Guard," in my mind I 
call to him. "I plead with you. I plead with you, tell Mr. Obersturmfuhrer, 
Mr. Sieglemann, that we sit in the dark awaiting a birth." I wait silently; 
there is no answer. I hear only the blood rushing through my veins. 

This man up there ..• perhaps he too has a woman and children back 
home, and perhaps the smallest of them was born just a while ago. And 
maybe, hidden in his pocket, is a photograph showing how the new baby 
lies on its tummy raising its head and feet. I repeat my plea and hear 
him cursing in reply: "To hell with all your birth-giving!" 

On weak-legs I make my way back to the barrack. Inside·r hear voices 
of joy exclaim, "we found a candle!" 

At the break of dawn the new-born comes into the world. I am 
holding his tiny, still-wet body. · Some of the women huddle around me 
reminiscing about their first births. [r stand dazed in this atmosphere, 
which suddenly seems cozy and warm, and I understand everything. I 
understand why the watchmen in the towers .are afraid of us: Millions 
of us have been murdered, and yet, in this barrack, a place of devastation 
and filth, wind and rain, a new Jewish life is born. _. ~ 

The mother smiles pitifully at her little son. I look at them 
both and I understand.. I understand everything. A new hope enters 
my heart. 

---From the diary of Valerie Stark, a Jewish doctor in Bergen Belsen 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOSH 

FROM: ELIZABETH 

SUBJECT: QUOTES FOR BITBURG 

"To err is human, to forgive divine." 

REFERENCES: "The Hiding Place" -- Corrie Ten Boom 
"Tramp for the Lord" -- Corrie Ten Boom 
"Blood and Horror" Reinhold Kerstan 

(13-year-old SS) 
"Selected to Live" Johanna Ruth Dobschiner 
"At Ease" Dwight D. Eisenhower 

"And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them for they know not what 
they do." 

Since the voting privilege of the German people was taken away in 
1933, no one unde~ the age of 74 who is alive today, and lived in 
Germany, could have affected the German political system under 
Hitler. No one under age 55 could have participated in the war 
as a German soldier. In other words, 90% of the German 
population know only what the history books say. 

RR's favorite Bible verse, II Corinthians 7:14: 

"If my people who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
Then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their hand. 
Now mine eyes shall be open and mine ears attent, unto the prayer 
that is made in this place." 

"Once to every man and Nation comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth and falsehood, for the good or evil side." 
(J.R. Lowell, "The Present Crisis") 

"And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more 
than on our goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His. 
When He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the 
command, the love itself." 
(Corrie Ten Boom) 



" ••• in Bloemendaal they were reminded that they were not the only 
ones who had suffered. And for all these people alike, the key 
to healing turned out to be the same. Each had a hurt he had to 
forgive: The neighbor who had reported him, the brutal guard, the 
sadistic soldier •.• " 
(Corrie Ten Boom) 

"I feel ••• great honor •• inescabably mingled with feelings of 
profound sadness. All of us must always regret that your great 
country and mine (U.S. and England) were ever faced with the 
tragic situation •••• Humility must always be the portion of any 
man who receives acclaim earned in cold blood of his followeres 
and sacrifices of his friends." 
(Dwight D. Eisenhower) 

"To my mind it is clear that when two peoples will face the 
tragedies of war to defend the same spiritual values, the same 
treasured rights, then in the deepest sense those two are truly 
related." 
(Dwight D. Eisenhower) 

"But the place where the hunger was greatest was Germany. 
Germany was a land in ruins, cities of ashes and rubble, but more 
terrifying still, minds and hearts of ashes. Just to cross the 
border was to feel the great weight that hung over that land." 
(Corrie Ten Boom) 

"Forgiveness is the key which unlocks the door of resentment and 
the handcuffs of hatred. It breaks the chains of bitterness and 
the shackles of selfishness. The forgiveness of Jesus not only 
takes away our sins, it makes them as if they had never been." 
(Corrie Ten Boom) 
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38 TFW 

·HJSIOBY 

r, 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing has always been the foremost fighter wing in 
the United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE). It has been a mainstay of 
the nation's defense since its activation as a pursuit group at Langley 
Field, Va., in February 1940. It was in the Caribbean, flying air defense 
missions until May 1943, when the unit moved to Charleston, SC, to begin 
training in the P-47 "Thunderbolt". 

May 1944 found the 36th flying combat missions over France from its home 
base in England. After· supporting the D-Day landings, the group moved to 
Normandy to occupy the first of a series of temporary bases in France, 
Belgium, and Germany •. 

The· wing earned its first Presidential Unit Citation in September 1944, when 
it destroyed more than 500 enemy vehicles near Poiters, France. For its 
efforts in the liberation of Belgium and the Battle of the Bulge, the group 
shared in an award of the Belgian Fourragere and a second Presidential Unit 
Citation for destroying 73 enemy aircraft at a field near Leipzig, Germany. 
The Luxembourg Croix de Guerre was presented to the group in 1969 for its 
role in the Battle of the Bulge. 

After the war, the group was deactivated. Reactivated in 1946 at Howard 
Field, Canal Zone, it became a jet fighter unit with the F-80 "Shooting 
Star" aircraft. In July 1948, the 36th wing was organized and moved to 
Furstenfeldbruck AB, Germany, to become the first jet fighter unit in 
Europe. 

In 1950, the wing received the F-84 "Thunderjet" and was redesignated a 
fighter-bomber wing. In 1952, the wing moved to the newly constructed 
Bitburg AB. The F-86 "Sabrejet" arrived at Bitburg AB in Auguat 1953, 41 
the wing continued to introduce first-line H3ht1r a!rcrdt in liurope. The 
36TFW also introduced the F-100 11Supersabre" in 1956, the F-105 
"Thunderchief" in 1961, and the F-4 "Phantom" in 1966. The latest and 
foremoat addition to the front line of defense, the F,;.15 ''Eagle," appeared 
at Bitburg AB in 1977, and a11ured NATO air supremacy over the central 
region of Europe. 

Since its World War II activities, the 36th has been awarded five Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Awards, one for each of the following periods: May 1, 1956 
- May 1, 1958; Jan 1, 19.68 - Dec 1, 1968; Dec 1, 1973 - April 30, 1975; July 
1, 1975 - June 30~ 1977; and the most recent one, July 1, 1977 - June 30, 
1979. 

Bitburg AB is located in the Eifel mountains adjacent to the town of 
Bitburg, a small rural community with a population of approximately 11,000, 
Less than 20·miles from the base is Trier, the oldest city in Germany, The 
base was constructed between 1951 and 1954 on land that had previously been 
used by the German Army as a tank staging and 1upply area in preparation 
for the Battle of the Bulge. 

II 
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(cont) 

THE 525TH TFS 11BULLOOGS, INC. 11 

The 525th Tactical Fighter Squadron was activated in February 1942 as the 309th Light 
Bombardment Squadron. Its pilots trained in A-31s as part of the 86th Light 
Bombardment -GrQUP and deployed to.Algeria in April 1943, taking part in the Italian 
campaign, 

Early in 1945 the 309th moved to France for operations over Germany, Only two months 
later, they moved with the 86th into Germany. 

Squadrons of the 86th flew their last combat mission on May 8, 1945, They had flown 
more than 1,500 combat missions and 14,000 sorties, delivered more than 10 million 
pounds of bombs, destroyed 2,572 vehicles and 46 locomoti_ves, and shot down 23 
aircraft. They won streamers for action in Italy, France, and central Europe. 

The 309th was redesignated the 525th Fighter Bomber Squadron in mid-1947, Two months 
la~er, the 525th was the first squadron in Europe to receive F-84 Thunderjets. 

Early in 1957, the unit moved to its present location at Bitburg AB. as a tenant unit 
of the 36TFW. Eleven years later it became part of the 36TFW and 17th Air Force. In 
1969, it received its first F-4E Phantoms, and was combat ready 61 days later. 

In April, 1977 the "Bulldogs" became the first unit in Europe to fly the air 
superiority F-15 Eagle. 

IV 



\ 
I 

.THE BITBURG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Organized in December 1952, the Community Council was the first of its kind 

in the Federal Republic of Germany, Over the years it baa developed into a 

permanent council to enhance cooperation and friendship. Good relationships 

between base and community leaders have allowed us to anticipate and solve 

problems, and to promote social and professional exchanges between the base 

and community. 

MEMBERSHIP 

U,S,: Wing Commander, Base Commander, Staff Judge Advocate, Chaplain, Civil 

Engineering, Security Police, Social Actions, Civilian Personnel Officer, 

Public Affairs and Community Relations Advisor, 

German: Landrat Gasper, Mayor Hallet, Mayor Heyen (Bitburg-Land), Mayor Mohr 

(Speicher), Dean Schaaf (representing church), Mrs Howes (legal advisor to 

Landrat), Mr. Perne (Chief of Polic~, Bitburg-Pruem County), Mr. Hirschberg 

·(Bitburg Chief of Police), Mr, Clemens, Chief of Criminal Police, Mr, 

Thommee (Chief of Administration, county of Bitburg-Pruem), Mr, Trierweiler 

(Director of Youth Office), Mr, Kronibus, (Department Chief, County 

Administration), 

JOINT ASSISTANCt AGREEMENTS 

Red Crose 

Fire Department 

Hospital (Emergency Treatment) 

Police Cooperation 

Social Actions 

* German Clubs Welcoming American Members, 

BITBURG 

VI 

ORGANIZATIONS 

International Friendship Club 
(Federal Repub lie of Germany, 
France, Luxembourg, and Belgium), 

German/American/French Wives Club . 

German-American Ice Rockey Club 

Int.ernational Ski Club 

*All Athletic Clubs 

*Choirs (Bach Choir in Trier) 

*Bitburg Braes Band. 

*Chess Club 
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ORGANIZATIONS 
(ON & OFF BASE) 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 84 

HOST 

36th Tactical Fighter Wing ~ 
22nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
53rd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
525th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
36th Component Repair Squadron 
36th Aircraft Generation Squadron 
36th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
36th Transportation Squadron 
36th Supply Squadron 
7336 Comptroller Squadron 
USAF Hospital-Bitburg 
36th Combat Support Group 
36th Civil Engineering Squadron 
36th Security Police Squadron 
36th Headquarters Squadron 
36th Services Squadron 

AIR FORCE.TENANTS 
OL-F, Det 2, 7122 BCS Squadron (AFN). 
Area Defense Counsel, 6th Judicial Distr. 
DL:-::F, 601 TCS (USAFE) i 
2139 Information Systems Sqdn (AFCC) . 
Det 1, 31st Weather Squadron (MAC) 
OL-G, Det 1, 7025 Air Postal Squadron 
Det 4, 7200 Management Engr Squadron (USAFE) 
Air Force Audit Agency (AFAA) 
Det 7011, Air Force Office of Investigation 
Det 3, 7000 Contracting Squadron (USAFE) 
Det 4, Commissary Service (AFCOMS) 
Field Training Detachment 928 (ATC) 
OLA Det 23, 1945 COMM Group 
OLA Det 23, 1945 COMM Gp Pruem AS, Ge 
OLA Det 23, 1945 COMM Gp Flobecq, Belgium 
Det 6, 7025 Air Postal Squadron (USAFPS) 
Education Services Office - Bitburg 
Det 7, 1141st USAFSAS, Geilenkirchen, Ge 
OLA Det 7, 1141st USAFSAS, Rheindahlem, Ge 
HQ USAFE/INCE, Martin Marietta Corp, 

Bitburg and Trier, Ge 
Det 2, 1141st Special Activity Squadron (AFCENT) 
OLOGOl, 7025 AIRPS, Bitburg, Ge (USAFPS) 
OLONOl, 7025 AIRPS, Pruem AS, Ge 
Det 6, 7025 AIRPS, Brussels, Belgium 
OLOTOl, 7025 AIRPS, Geilenkirchen, Ge 
USAFE Class VI Store, Bitburg, Ge 

2 

INTERSERVICE/INTER DEPT 

US Dependent Schools, Europe (DOD) 
Bty/6, Bat, 56 ADA (ARMY) 
US Army Resident Engineer (ARMY) 
Defense Property Disposal Office (DOD) 
224 Ordnance Detachment (ARMY) 
Det 1, 48 Maintenance Company (ARMY) 
NATO/SHAPE Support Group 
BOC 2/62 ADA (ARMY) ...J!I"" 
DPS 2/62 ADA (ARMY) ...-.. 
A, B, C, Bat, 2/62 ADA (ARMY) 
Sub FE, Oberweie 
42 MP Gp (Customs) Det, D 
2nd Region USACIDC 
Team D, 43rd USAA Det 
615 AC&W Sq, HQ Neubrucke Site 
Det 1, SSAS (MAC) Chievres, Bl 
Det 3, CASEUR (AFSC) Brussels, Bl 
Det 2, AF European Broadcasting, SHAPE (AFN) 
US Army TMDE Support Activity, Europe (ARMY) 
HQ US Army Medical Material Center (ARMY) 

BASE SUPPORT 
AAFES-Europe Bitburg Division (DOD) 
American Red Cross 
AmericariExpress Banking Corporation 
Services Federal Credit Union 
Stars and Stripes (ARMY & DOD) 

NON-GOVT/NON-MIL 
Burroughs Field Engineer 
Sperry Rand Corporation, UNIVAC Division 
Contractual Engineering Technical Services 
Troy State University 
University of Maryland 
City Colleges of Chicago 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Boston University 
NATO Maintenance Supply Agency 
Northrup and Loral Corp 



FORCE STRUCTURE 
CONTINUED 

AS OF 30 SEP 84 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS (INFORMATION SYSTEMS) 

2139th INFORMATION SYSTEMS SQUADRON (AFCC) 

The 2139ISS manages, operates, and maintains Communications-Electronics­
Meteorological and Data Automation Equipment, and Air Traffic Control 
Services for the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing and tenant units on Bitburg Air 
Base; Idenheim MS; and Bremgarten, Lahr, Baden Sollingen, and Aalberg COBS. 

Responsibilities include: 

GOVERNMENT TELEPHONE SYSTEM - 1000-line Siemans-Halske RP-40 Dial Central 
Office with five switchboard operator positions and associated cable plant. 
Also includes 100-line Hospital, 150 TAB VEE, AUTOVON four-wire, and REDLINE 
systems. 

COMMERCIAL TELAUTOGRAPH - Weather Dissemination System. 

IFF DATA LINK SECURITY SYSTEM - for positive identification of aircraft. 

GOVERNMENT FIRE/CRASH REPORTING SYSTEM. 

CONTROL TOWER - AN/GRA-135 Console with 
equipment, BRITE II Radar Indicator, 
Recorder/Reproducer, and VHF/UHF radios 
Transmitters/Receivers Site. 

associated key telephone 
NAVAIDS Control Group, 

in the tower and at 

NAVIGATIONAL AIDS (NAVAIDS) which includes Solid State Instrument Landing 
System (SSILS), TACAN, and Runway Supervisory Units. 

PERMANENT AND MOBILE RADAR APPROACH SYSTEMS. 

METEOROLOGICAL FACILITIES for measuring and recording Wind, Surface 
Temperature and Humidity, Cloud Base Height, and. Horizontal Visibility. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTER with a Standard Remote Terminal (SRT), Data 
System Terminal Equipment (DSTE), Tape Preparation, and Card Punch. Also 
Landland Duplex Teltype Circuits and On-Line Hi Speed Digital Crypto. 

AUTOSEVOCOM Secure Voice Terminal. 

Sperry-Rand Data Computer·Terminal. 

MILITARY AUXILARY RADIO SYSTEM (MARS). 

MICROWAVE TERMINAL STATION and TECHNICAL CONTROL Facility. 

HF INTERCEPT Facility. 

LANDLINE FAX and WEATHER TELETYPE 

PRIMARY ALERTING SYSTEM. 

INTEGRATED .PROGRAM for AIR l!ASE DEFENSE (SAFE} 

GROUND-TO-AIR RADIOS to support Supervisor of Flying, Pilot-to­
Forecaster, Pilot-to-Dispatcher, and Tactical Control. 

HF SSB VOICE RADIOS. 

INTRA-BASE MOBILE VHF Radios. 

PUl!LIC ADDRESS SYSTEM. 

4 



PROGRAM DATA 
li'OR FISCAL YEAR 84 

SUPPLY 

Overall Stockage Effectiveness 

Overall Issue Effectiveness 

Overall Bench Stock Availability 

USAF HOSPITAL 

Scheduled Outpatient Visits 

Dental Patients Seen 

Births 

Prescriptions Filled 

TRANSPORTATION 

DRIVERS TESTING 

Military Licenses Issued 

POV Operator Permits Issued 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

Personal Property Shipments 

·Surface Freight Shipments 

Passenger Movements 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 

Paying and Collecting 

Disburses (monthly) 

Collects (monthly) 

COlllllercial Services 

Accounts (monthly) 
Host Nation Civilians Paid (monthly) 

Materiel 

Disbursements (monthly) 
Collections (monthly) 

Military Pay 

Total Tempoary Lodging Assistance (TLA) 
Payments made in FY 84 
On Base Units Serviced 
GSU's Serviced 

Civilian Pay 

Personnel Serviced 

Civil Service 
Student Hire Program 
Summer Hire Program 
Winter Hire Program c:. 

86.58% 

71,91% 

92,50% 

86,002 

33,087 

562 

83,053 

1,384 

2,973 

4,614 

56,393 

5,157 

Dollars $6,596,656 
DM 8,031,Z78 
BF 109,224 

Dollars $3,531,985 
DM 11,801 
BF 0 

$3,429,757 
623 

$5,192,559 
$3,095,444 

$ 794,754 
21 
12 

138 
44 

317 
44 



CAPITAL ASSETS 

***LAND 

Bitburg AB 
Easements, Rights of Way 
Leased 
Foreign Service Agreement 
(Foreign Owned) 

TOTAL 

BUILDINGS (By Basic Category) 

As of 30 Sep 84 

BASE 

2 
l 

1,086 

1,089 

BASE 

ACRES 

*GSUs 

7 
2 

335 

344 

*GSUs 

**PRUEM 

17 
1 

55 

73 

**PRUEM 

SQ.FT NUMBER SQ.FT NUMBER SQ.FT NUMBER 

24 INDUSTRIAL 

ADMINISTRATION 

STORAGE 

QUARTERS, BACHELOR 

Officer 
Enlisted 

QUARTERS, VISITOR 

Officer 
Enlisted 

MILITARY FAMILY HSG 

COMMISSARY 

BX 

MWR 

MEDICAL 

EDUCATION 

COMMUNITY 

979,604 205 454,187 

11,510 

49,891 

120,083 18 

421,704 49 

35,670 
387,700 

35,670 
21,114 

0 

0 

16,068 

163,681 

6,288 

4,640 

87,424 

1 
11 

0 
21,114 

1 0 
1 0 

0 2,109,888 

0 77,461 

4 49,803 

11 12,506 

2 90,131 

4 228,893 

22 35,378 

72 

4 

9 

0 
1 

50,716 

8,050 

1,880 

0 
26,532 

0 0 
0 0 

53 128,024 

1 4,439 

8 2,943 

2 22,694 

4 2,600 

7 14,092 

14 20,555 

TOTAL 

RUNWAY (Linear Feet) 

2,279,646 329 3,140,762 175 282,525 

PRIMARY 8,221 0 

* GSU figures include COB's assigned to Bitburg Air Base. 
**Pruem A.S. was transferred to Sembach Air Base 1 Oct 84. 

0 0 0 

5 

4 

0 
1 

0 
0 

4 

3 

8 

1 

2 

9 

62 

0 

***Land is not included as a capital asset, as land is leased from the host nation 
government. 

****Military Family Housing, the Commissary/BX shopping complex, and the Hospital 
are considered GSUs because they are physically separated from the main base. Base 
medical capital assets include the Veterinary Clinic as well as medical storage. 

8 
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PERSONNEL 
AS OF 30 SEP 84 

NUMBER ASSIGNED 
APPROPRIATED FUND EMPLOYEES: HOST TENANT* GSUs 

Military 
Air Force 3,665 470 0 
Army 380 0 

Civil Service (less DODDS Civil 60 59 5 
Service) 

Host Nation (less DODDS Host 596 109 6 
Nation) 

DODDS Employees 
Civil Service 151 
Host Nation 16 
Other 0 

TOTAL 

4,135 
380 

124 

711 

151 
16 

0 

TOTAL 4,488 1,018 11 5,517 

* Note: Air Force figures reflect the average assigned officer and enlisted 
strength as of 30 Sep 84, and do not include TDY personnel. 

NONAPPROPRIATED FUND EMPLOYEES (Full Time Only): 

Civil Service 
Host Nation 

TOTAL 

NONGOVERNMENTAL EMPLOYEES: 

Army Air Force Exchange (AAFES) 
US Citizen 
Host Nation 

American Express Bank 
US Citizen 
Host Nation 

Credit Union 
US Citizen 

Class VI 

Contractor (estimated avg) 

Total Nongovernmental 

TOTAL EMPLOYED PERSONNEL: 

ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL: 

Air Force Dependents: 

On Base 

Off Base 

Total A.F. Dependents 

Army Dependents: 

On Base 

Off Base 

Total Army Dependents 

TOTAL DEPENDENTS 

297 
9 

306 

225 
57 

14 
4 

7 

4 

325 

636 

5,430 

NUMBER 

2,437 

1,613 ---
4,050 

323 

277 

600 

4,650 

10 

25 
3 

28 

0 
0 

0 

322 
12 

334 

225 
57 

14 
4 

7 

4 

325 

636 

5,430 

TOTAL 

2,437 

1,613 

4,050 

323 

277 

600 

4,650 



VALUE OF RESOURCES 
CONTINUED 

AS OF 30 SEP 84 

INVENTORIES HOST TOTAL 

STOCK FUND INVENTORIES 

General Support (6C) $ 6,368,487 $ 6,368,487 

Systems Support (6H) 5,291,068 5,291,068 

Ground Fuel 175,354 175,354 

Aviation Fuel 7,132,345 7,132,345 

Medical/Dental 2,334,324 2,334,324 

Commissary 2,624,356 2,624,356 
-~ 

Subtotal $23,925,934 $23,925,934 

BASE EXCHANGE INVENTORY 

Fixed Assets $ 1,300,000 $ 1,300,000 

Resalable Assets $ 3,800,000 3,800,000 

Subtotal $ 5,100,000 s,100,000 

N'.AF INVENTORY $ 952,428 952,428 

CLASS VI 

Fixed Assets $ 2,374 2,374 

Inventory $ 141,388 141,388 

Subtotal $ 143,762 143,762 

TOTAL INVENTORIES $30,122,124 $30,122,124 

TOTAL BASE O&M (Less Civ Pay) $36,784,436 
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PAYROLL 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 84 

EXPENDITURES FOR PAYROLL 

PAYROLL (Gross) HOST TENANT TOTAL 

Military 

Air Force $64,338,638 $2,854,645 - $6 7 , 193 , 283 

Army* 5,085,000 5,085,000 

Civil Service 2,072,239 662,045 2,734,284 

Host Nation 9,929,497 1,192,199 11,121,696 

-~ DODDS Employees (est) 

Civil Service 4,253,000 4,253,000 

Host Nation 290,000 290,000 

Nonappropriated Fund 

Host Nation 106,178 106,178 

US Non-Civil Service 2,439,365 2,439,365 

Base Exchange 

US Employees 1,650,000 1,650,000 

Host Nation 905,000 905,000 

Military Bank 

US Employees 226,538 226,538 

Host Nation 138,224 138,224 

Credit _Union 

US Employees 73,475 73,475 

Class VI 50,069 50,069 

TOTAL PAYROLL $86,472,223 $9,793,889 96,266,112 

*Army payroll represents average net entitlements for the 380 division 
soldiers at Bitburg AB, Net entitlements are the wage ■ available after 
deductions. ,,,--.,_ 
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CONTRACTING 

(Number of Active Contracts Administered) 

ACTIVE CONTRACTS ADMINISTERED NUMBER DOLLARS 

Construction 

Firm Fixed Price 27 $2,337,867 
Requirements 3 328,867 

TOTAL 30 $2,566,734 

Services 

Firm Fixed Price 9 $ 373,855 
Requirements 7 221,410 

TOTAL 16 $ 595,265 

Supplies 

Firm Fixed Price 5 $1,458,065 
Requirements 11 718,000 

TOTAL 16 2,176,065 
,~ ...... _ 

EIFEL 

CONTRACTING 

REGION 
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

AS .CfF 30 SEP 84 

AWARDED FOR CONSTRUCTION: 

Appropriated Funds 

Const 200,000 Gal Water Storage Tank 
Tonedown Airfield Pvmts & Roofs 
Replace Street Light Circuit 
Const Water Treatment Plant 
Repair Wooden Bleachers 
Napalm Seal TAB VEE Shelters 
Add/Alter Central Heating Plant 
Construct School Road 
Repair Radiators 
Install Patio Awning Bldg 76 A & B 
Repair Fire Alarm System 

Non-Appropriated Funds 

None 

18 

($) 

290,000 
88,450 

115,400 
284,600 
27,700 
98,150 

1,290,150 
171,200 

3,050 
3,800 
8,650 

2,381,150 



.,.... __ _ 

PERSONNEL OFF-BASE EXPENDITURES FY84 

$ AMJUNT SPENT 
ON % OF 

CATEGORY EXAMPLES .l.QCAL.ECQ!iQMI 1QIAL 

RENT OFF-BASE HOUSING $ 3,893,472 37.3% 
TEMPORARY LOOOING 

FOOD/BEVERAGES BEER, WINE, SCHNITZEL 1,656,389 15.9% 

GIFTS/ENTERTNMT CLOCKS, BAZAAR FINDS, 1,221,717 11.7% 
K>VIES, DISCO, SPORTS 

UTILITIES HEAT, LIGHTS, PHONE 1,209,942 11 .6% 

TRANS/TRAVEL NEW CARS, INSURANCE, 944,914 9.1% 
SEEING EUROPE 

MISCELLANEOUS SCHRANKS, RUGS, FILM, 754;685 7.21, 
MAPS 

CLOTHING COATS, BOOTS, SKI WEAR 723,288 6.9% 

MEDICAL APOTHEKE 24,470 .2'1, 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $10,428,877 

NOTE: FIGURES AND PERCENTAGES ARE ROUNDED. 
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS (cont) 
AS OF 30 SEP 84 

IN-PROGRESS: 

Appropriated Funds• 

Repair Heating Tanks .. 
Construction for Wing CP & New Tele Center 
Restore Bulk Storage System 
Maintain Hanger 401 Apron 
ADP Phase IV 
Construct ETS Bldg 211 
Construct NATO Warehouse 
Interconnect Water Dist Sys (Phase 1) 
Alter Laundry to Warehouse 
Repair Dikes Around Fuel Tanks 
Modify Flightline Road (Phases 1 & 2) 
Replace Carpet in Dorms 
Repair AAFES Service Station 
Convert Maids Rooms to Four Bedrooms, B&E 
Replace Ash Lifts, BHA 
Replace Bathroom Appliance Fittings 
Renovate Medical Offices, Hospital 
Renovate Apt Kitchens & Elect Upgrade 
Convert Maids Rooms to Four Bedrooms, c&D 
Repl Central Gas System, Hospital 
Constr Avionics Maint Bldg 
Construct 8 Sentry Shelters 
Paint Interiors, BAB 
Refoof 7 Dorms 
Paint Exteriors, BAB 
Replace Control Tower Ladder 
Interconnect Water Dist System 
Rpr AIL System, Bldg 457 
Tonedown Misc Facilities 
Alter Switch Station, Bldg 323 
Relocate Fire Dept Drill Area 
Maintain Base Roads and Sidewalks 
Repair Munitions Star Faes 
Rehab Base Gym & Racketball Ct 
Reroof Various Bldgs, BAB 
Rpr/Mtn Bldg 467, Washrack 
Replace Windows in Middle & Elementary Schools 
Add/Alter Elementary School Dining Fae 
Rpr Ext Walls w/Styrofoam Panels (I) 
Rpr Ext ~la 11 s w/Styrofoam Panels (II) 
Rehab Laundry Rooms, MFH 
Maintain Hsg Sidewalks 
Environmental Measures, MSA 
Restore Cold Storage Bldg 305 
Paint Interior Schools 

Non-Appropriated Funds 

Renovate VAQ/VOQ 
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GRAND TOTAL 

203,700 
1,738,700 
2,878,250 

145,850 
505,800 
338,550 
677,400 
73,100 

515,150 
14,200 

127,000 
54,150 
51,600 

2,297,650 
139,700 
200,000 
98,550 

1,303,800 
2,297,650 

45,450 
5,166,050 

63,750 
56,300 

298,500 
172,450 
· 13,800 

75,850 
24,600 

135,750 
40,500 
78,900 
92,250 
54,650 

448,100 
358,RSO 
106,450 
84,100 

141,600 
673,250 
640,150 
147,050 
103,800 
86,050 
91,350 
73,600 

22,860,350 

96,100 

25,337,600 



MORALE, WELFARE AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES 

l 
(Nonappropriated Fund Portion) 

FY84 ANNUAL PROGRAM 

~.,,,.--,,_,._ 

REVENUE CONT~IBUTIONS EXPENSES NET TOTAL 

CENTRAL BASE FUND: 

Administration 5,556 267,372 131,491 135,881 
Athletics 209,828 29,516 364,531 (125,187) 
Bowling Center 559,196 10,778 464,861 105,113 
MWR Supply 20,606 32,542 (11,936) 
Recreation Center 732,203 2,010 702,901 31,312 
Hobby Shops 101,280 148,595 (47,315) 
AVA 85,167 17,874 147,019 (43,978) 
L_ibrary 7,202 32,638 (25,436) 
Education 16,415 14,368 2,047 
Family Services -0- 44 7,483 (7,527) 
Child Care Center 217,257 9,626 224,068 2,815 
Others 34,702 23,406 50,973 12,779 

--- ---
Subtotal 1,989,412 360,626 2,321,470 28,568 

MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATION FUNDS: 

Officers Open Mess 752,995 16,429 709,322 60,102 
NCO Open Mess 1,925,752 5,120 1,897,054 33,818 
Rod & Gun Club 281,085 -0- 291,577 (10,492) 

Subtotal 2,959,832 21,549 2,897,953 83,428 

SPECIAL FUNDS: 

Billeting 435,954 87,909 398,252 125,611 
Audio/Photo Club 2,860,942 -0- 2,701,487 159,455 

--
Subtotal 3,296,896 87,909 3,099,739 285,066 

NAFFMB: 378,722 2,168 380,890 -0- -~ 
MWR TOTAL: 8,624,862 472,252 8,700,052 397,062 
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CUSTOMER 

Base Supply 

EMO 

Chaplain 

NAF (Commoditites) 

Library 

Medical Supply 

NAF .(Services) 

Base Fuels 

Civil Engineer 

CoDDDieeary 

Miscellaneous Commodities 

Miscellaneous Commodities 

Subtotals 

CONTRACTS AWARDED_ 
WITHIN 

REGION OF INFLUENCE 
_roa FISCAL ?Bil 84 

DOLLAR VALUE 
PROCURED FROM 

LINE ITEMS RECEIVED HOST NATION 

16,106 $4,647,903 

875 1,180,941 

333 25,591 

118 1,148,552 

2,355 37,876 

873 385,911 

315 53,696 

384 2,311,990 

1,425 6,849,920 

287 106,006 

0-4 611 89,795 

5-9 4,753 2,268,088 

28,435 $19,106,269 

Modifications !9.. Contracts 

773 Actions 729,058 

Totals $19,835,327 

Ratio of Line Items Received: Bitburg 53%, Spangdahlem 47%. 

Note: 92% of total dollars awarded was within Germany. 
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DOLLAR VALUE 
PROCURED 

THROUGH LGC 

$ 5,052,068 

1,283,631 

27,816 

1,248,426 

41,170 

419,468 

58,365 

2,513,033 

7,445,565 

115,224 

97,603 

2,465,315 

$20,767,684 

791,267 

$21,558,951 



VALUE OF RESOURCES 
CONTINUED 

AS OF 30 SEP 84 

OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES: 

DODDS SCHOOLS - Bitburg Elementary, Middle, and High Schools. 

Supplies* 
Equipment 
Utilities 
Other** 

I * Does not include stateside purchases at \DGSC, Richmond, 
** Other includes_ the following categories of support: 

Virginia. 

Custodial Service 
Bus Transportation 
Maintenance and Repair of 

Real Property 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
Refuse Disposal 

BASE EXCHANGE (AAFES) 

Supplies 
Equipment 
Telephone Costs 
Utilities 

AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK 

Supplies 
Equipment 

SERVICE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

Supplies 
Equipment 

Communications 
Entomology 
Ice and Snow 

Removal 
Printing and 

Reproduction 

13 

Maintenance of 
Vehicles 

Maintenance of 
Equipment 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

DOLLARS 

43,500 
0 

249,100 
553,900 

160,000 
80,000 

130,000 
13,000 

13,914 
14,851 

1,700 
3,377 



VALUE OF RESOURCES 
AS OF 30 SEP 84 

CAPITAL ASSETS HOST GSU's* PRUEM** TOTAL 

***Facilities & Utilities 

Aircraft (AFR 173-13) 

36TFW 

$ 41,149,423 $68,049,798 $4,879,850 $ 114,079,071 

$1,682,700,000 $1,682,700,000 

Equipment: 

EAID 

ADPE 

Communications 

Medical 

TOTAL EQUIPMENT 

$ 129,032,313 

1,016,414 

22,340,802 

2,719,901 

$ 155,109,430 

* The GSU(s) include the COB's assigned to Bitburg AB. 

$ 

$ 

** Responsibility for Pruem Air Station was transferred to Sembach Air Base 
1 Oct 84. 

·*** Land is not included as a capital asset, as land is leased from the host 
nation government. Utilities include such items as power lines and 
sewage plants. 

11 

129,032,313 

1,016,414 

22,340,802 

2,719,901 

155,109,430 

,,.,....--.,___. 



CAPITAL ASSETS(cont) 

COMPUTERS Number 

Cromemco Mini-Computers 12 

Burroughs-47OO (Leased) 1 

UNIVAC 1O5O-II 2 (1 computer at Spangdahlem AB, Ge) 

IBM 3741-3 1 

TOTAL 16 

PCAM 

IBM/O29/ A22 19 

IBM/O83/1 1 

IBM/548 2 

TOTAL 22 
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PROGRAM 

(cont) 
FOR FISCAL YF.AR 84 

AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK 

NUMBER 

Checking·Accounts 2,298 

Savings Accounts 2,146 

Loan Accounts 264 

Certificates of Deposit 86 

LOCAL CURRENCY CONVERSIONS 

1. Dollar/DH Conversions made by 
Accounting and Finance Officer 

2. Over the counter sales to 
customers 

AUTOMATIC TELLER TRANSACTIONS 

Number of Dollar/DK transactions 

SERVICE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
NUMBER 

Share Members 3,109 

Loans 1,931 

Share Draft 1,169 

Certificates 167 

All Savers Certificates 0 

7 

DATA 

DOLLARS 

$1,598,754 

1,313,021 

247,138 

1,043,000 

$ 34,949,611 

$ 23,506,245 

91,182 

DOLLARS 

$ 959,898 

3,147,070 

1,424;037 

1,531,906 

0 

(approx. DH 91 Million) 

(approx. DH 61 Million) 

------



PROGRAM DATA 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 1984 
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FORCE STRUCTURE 
AS OF 30 SEP 84 

AIRCRAFT 

36 TACTICAL FIGHTER WING 

TYPE AIRCRAFT: F-15 EAGLE 

FLYING HOURS/ SORTIES 

F-15 

FY 84 .... 

HOURS 

21,972 

SORTIES 

16,416 

Average Hours Flown •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,831 

Average Sorties •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,368 

Average Sorties Duration ••••••••••••••••••• 1.34 

Aircraft Fuel Issues (avg# monthly) ••••••• 1,734 
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MISSION 

Toe mission of the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing is to prepare for and conduct 

air defense operations as directed; provide administrative and logistical 

support for assigned, attached, and tenant units, and to operate and 

maintain the Bitburg AB compl~x and such other stations and facilities as 

directed. 

des 36. Taktischen Kampfgeschwaders 

Vorbereitung und Durchfuhrung von Luftverteidigungseinsatzen nach Anweisung. 

Verwaltungstechnische und logistische Unterstutzung der Geschwadereinheiten, 

und aller dem Geschwader angegliederten Einheiten, sowie aller auf dem 

Flugplatz stationierten Gasteinheiten. 

Verwaltung und Unterhaltung des Gesamten Flugplatzbereiches und auf 
~-.:. . 

Anweisung auch anderer U.S. Stationen und Militareinrichtungen. 

1 



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP 

The 36TFW attempts to create good will whenever pouible, This includes 

participation in events held in West Germany, France, Luxembourg, and 

Belgium, Independent base groups have participated in host-nation 

activities ranging from Boy Scouts to folk dancers, the Bitburg European 

Borderland Fest, Ettelbruck-Patton Rememberance Day and Memorial Day 

celebrations in Bitburg, Luxembourg, and Malm~dy, Belgium, We support these 

events with F-15 flybys, wreath laying, speakers, color and honor guards, 

NEWCOMER ORIENTATION 

Newcomers to Bitburg Air Ba .. se are introduced to the warm hospitality of 

their host country upon arrival, The highlights of inprocessing are the 

base sponsored tours of the city of Bitburg, the Bitburg Brewery, and the 

nearby city of Trier, The mayor of Bitburg City, Herr Theo Hallet personally 

greets newcomers at the Town Hall, This is the finest of introductions to 

the German culture, 

Bitburg Air Base sponsors numerous activities designed to invite contact and 
cooperations with the coDDDunity, •• 

• OPEN HOUSE - Attended by some 50~000 - 80,000 spectators from West 
Germany and nearby countries, 

• VOLKSMARCHING - The Bitburg Gaiters are a very active organization whose 
members participate in over 100 volksmarches a year throughout several 
European countries. Aleo, they sponsor an annual volksmarch locally, 

• The BASE CHAPEL - offers exchange services, community programs, choir 
performances, charity sponsorships, as well as works with senior citizens 
and chaplain exchanges/meetings. 

• PROFESSIONALISM - We have interprofessional exchanges for pilots, fire and 
police departments, legal, social actions, dental, and the Red Cross. 

• SOCIAL FUNCTIONS - include concerts performed by various choirs and the 
USAFE Band, 

• TOURS - We have an extensive tour program with guides, . Tours are 
available through several coDDDercial companies or the Recreation Center. 
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T1FS 
HISTORY 

THE 22ND TFS 11BUMBLEBEES11 

Organized in June 1917, the 22nd Tactical Fighter Squadron trained pilots in the JN-4 
11Jenny 11 for the Allied effort in World War I. Attached to the Royal Air Force, the 
22nd flew the Spad XIII with the front-line British Second and Fifth Armies, and later 
served as a pursuit unit with the American First Army. During that time, the 22nd 
shot down 58 aircraft, two balloons, and produced two aces. 

Equipped with P-39 Aircobras and P-40 11Tiger11 Warhawks before World War II, the 22nd . 
was responsible for defending the Panama Canal Zone. Following the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the squadron flew numerous Caribbean dawn-to-dusk patrols and participated in 
extensive anti-submarine activities. The unit was re-equipped with P-47 Thunderbolts, 
and began extensive training with the 1st Fighter Command, In April 1944, the 22nd ~ 
arrived in England and earned its badge of valor, flying 346 combat missions and 2,325 i::::Vi::!: 
sorties over France and Germany. 

The squadron transferred to Furstenfeldbruck, Germany in 1950. In 1952, it joined 
what is now the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing at Bitburg Air Base, Germany, and over a 
20-year period, flew F-86 Sabrejets, F-100 Super Sabres, F-105D Thunderchiefs, and F-
4D and F-4E Phantom IIs. The squadron now performs the NATO and the United States 
Air Forces in Europe air defense role with the F-15 Eagle, Among its members were 
such notable pilots as Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin and Edward White, both of whom subsequently 
became astronauts. ~. 

THE 53RD TFS 1'TIGERS11 

The 53rd Pursuit Squadron was formed at Albrook Field.in January 1941 and assigned the 
task of Canal Zone defense, flying P-26s and P-36s. In mid-1942 the unit, now flying 
the P-38 Lightning, became the 53rd Fighter Squadron. In September the 53rd changed 
aircraft once again, to the P-40 Warhawk. May of 1943 brought the 53rd back to the 
U.S. to become part of "The Fightin• 36th" Fighter Group, flying P-47 Thunderbolts. 

Early in 1944, the 53rd joined the war in Europe. Based at Kingsnorth, England, the 
53rd pilots flew their first combat sweep over the French coast in support of D-Day. 
Other. roles in.eluded bomber escort, armed reconnaissance,. air support, and 
interdiction. Altogether, the 53rd flew 338 combat missions and 2,432 sorties, 
participating in seven campaigns, to include the Battle of the Bulge and Bastogne. 

·The unit received two Presidential Unit Citations. 

Deactivated in February 1946, it was reactivated back at the Canal Zone in October 
1946, and entered the jet age in July of 1947 with the F-80Il Shooting Star. In July 
1948 the 53rd left the Canal Zone to become the first jet fighter squadron in Europe, 
based at Furstenfeldbruck West Germany. In 1950, the 53rd received the first F-84E 
Thunderjets deployed in Europe, In August 1952, Bitburg AB became the home of the 
53rd "Tigers." 

Later in 1952 the 53rd transitioned to the F-86 Sabre, famous for its combat record in 
Korea. The spring of 156 brought the F-100C Super Sabre to the "Tigers." The unit 
moved to Landstuhl AB (now Ramstein AB) in 1957, then returned to Bitburg in 1961 to 
fly the F-105D Thunderchief. During the late 160s and early '70s, the 53rd flew the 
F-4D and E Phantoms, giving USAFE day and night, all-weather, strike capability. 

In 1977, the "Tigers" changed to an air superiority role, converting to the F-15A 
Eagle, In 1980 the unit upgraded to the even more advanced F-15C Eagle, with enhanced 
capabilities and performance. 
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PRES.IDENTIAL REMARKS: STATEMENT AT LUNCH AT BITBURG AIR FORCE 
BASE, GERMANY, MAY 5, 1985 

[base commander/wing commander/senior officer), Mr. Chancellor, 

Mrs. Kohl, Mr. Mayor, friends: 

I am delighted to be with you today and to be able to visit 

this impressive base. Nancy and I have done a lot of traveling 

in the past several years, and I am proud to say that this is 

my second trip during that time to the Federal Republic of 

Germany. But all too often during this sort of travel we see 

only big cities and attend only official functions. To be able 

to see other parts of the countries we visit and to meet other 

people is a privilege, and it means a lot to us. 

I am particularly delighted to!have the opportunity to 
\ 

offer my congratulations to a group which plays a very special 

part in the life of the free world. As the Economic Summit in 

Bonn just demonstrated, the countries of the Western world, 

which extends from the Federal Republic of Germany across the 

Atlantic to North America, and beyond the Pacific to Japan, 

enjoy unprecedented peace, freedom, and prosperity. In order 

to stay free, we must be prepared to defend our freedom. You, 

the men and women of the German Luftwaffe and the United States 

Air Force, are defenders of that freedom, and the rest of us 

owe you a deep debt of gratitude. As Commander in Chief of the 

u.s. armed forces, I am proud to be the one to say that. 



-2-

I know it isn't easy to do what you do. Plenty of other 

men and women devote their working energies~ public service, 

but then when the day is done they go home and have other lives 

to lead. You, on the other hand, accept the difficulties and 

uncertainties of being full-time participants, as entire 

families, in the defense of our freedom and democracy. Your 

devotion carries you from one unfamiliar place to another, 

often far from home, and helps you to make each new place a new 

home. It's a big burden to carry, but you do it well and with 

grace. I want to say to the Americans in uniform here that 

your fellow citizens can be proud to have you as 

representatives of the American people in the Federal Republic, 

one of our closest friends and o~r most valued ally. 

I am also glad to have an opportunity to offer my 

congratulations to another group which has a unique role in the 

defense of freedom the people of Bitburg. As hosts to this 

major air force base, you put up with a certain amount of 

inconvenience for the sake of our common security. But there 

is something more. In addition to your patience, you have 

opened your doors an6 your hearts to our military families, who 

have devoted themselves to demonstrate in a unique way what our 

alliance means. Through your willing and gracious acceptance 

and help, you have made them feel at home. For this generosity 

to my countrymen, you have my respect and affection, and I 

thank you from the bottom of my heart. 



United States Air Force 
36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE, BITBURG AB, W. GERMANY 

BASE: 

MAJOR UNITS: 

AIRCRAFT: 

WING COMMANDER: 

VICE WING COMMANDER: 

BASE COMMANDER: 

HOSPIT~L COMMANDER: 

MAJOR ASSOCIATED UNITS: 2139 Information 
Systems Sq 

Bitburg AirBase, Germany 
36th Tactical Fighter Wing 

36th Combat Support Group. 
22nd Tactical Fighter·squadron 
53rd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
525th Tactical Fighter Squadron 

F-15 Eagle 

Colonel Peter D. Robinson 

Colonel James M~ Stewart 

Co 1 one l Bennie B .. Blansett 

Lt. Colonel Leroy P. Gross 

Major JohnW. Droke 

Det 1, 31st Wea Sq Captain David P. Urbanski 

MISSION: 

B Battery, 6th BN, Captain (USA) Barry G. Halverson 
56th ADA 

The missiori of the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing is to prepare for and conduct 
NATO air defense operations as directed; provide administrative and logistical 
support for assigned, attached and tenant units, and to operate and maintain 
the Bitburg AB complex and such other stations and facilities as required. 

HISTORY: 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing has always been the foremost fighter wing in 
the United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE). It has been a mainstay of the 
nation's defense since its activation as a pursuit group at Langley Field, 
Virginia, in February 1940. It was in the Caribbean, flying air defense 

· missions until May 1943, when the unit moved to Charleston, South Carolina, to 
begin training in the P-47 "Thunderbolt." 

(Current as of March 1985) (over) 



May 1944 found the 36th flying combat missions over France from its home base 
in England. After supporting the 0-Day landings, the group moved to Normandy 
to occupy the first of a series of temporary bases in France, ije l gui m and 
~~ey. . 

The wing earned its first Presidential Unit Citation in September 1944, when 
it destroyed more than 500 enelJ\Y vehicles near Poiters, France. For its 
efforts in the liberation of Belguim and the Battle of the Bulge, the group 
shared in an award of the Belgian Fourragere and a second Presidential Unit 
Citation for destroying 73 enemy aircraft at a field near Leipzig, Germany. 
The Luxembourg Croix de Guerre was presented to the group in 1969 for its role 
in the Battle of the Bulge. 

Afterthe,war, the group was deactivated. Reactivated in 1946 at Howard 
Field, Canal Zone, it became a jet fighter unit with F-80 "Shooting Star" 
air~raft. In July 1948, the 36th wing was organized and moved to 
Furstenfeldbruck AB, Germany, to become the first jet fighter unit in Europe. 

In 1950, the wing received the F-84 11Thunderjet11 and was redesignated a 
fighter-bomber wing. In 1952, the wing moved to the newly constructed 
Bitburg AB. The F-86 11 Sabrejet11 arrived at Bitburg AB in August 1953, as the 
wing continued to introduce first-line fighter aircraft in Europe. The 36th 
also introduced the F-100 "Super Sabre" in 1956, the F-105 11Thunderchief11 in 
1961, and the F-4 "Phantom" in 1966. The latest and foremost addition to the 
front line of defense, _the F-15 11 Eagle 11

, appeared at Bitburg in 1977, and 
assured NATO air superemacy over the central region of Europe. 

Since its World War II activities, the 36th has been awarded five Air Force 
Outstan~ing Unit Awards, one for each of the following periods: May 1, 1956 .. 
May·1, 1958; January 1, 1968 - Dececember 1, 1968; December 1, 1973 -
April 30, 1975; and the most recent. one, July 1, 1977 - June 30, 1979. 

Bitburg AB is located in the Eifel mountains adjacent to the town of Bitburg, 
a small rural community with a population of approximately 11,000. Less than 
20 miles from the base is Trier, the oldest city in Germany. The base was 
constructed between 1951 and 1954 on land that had previously been used by the 
German Army as a tank staging and supply area in preparation for the Battle of 
the Bulge. 
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MISSION 

36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING 

PREPARE FOR AND CONDUCT AIR DEFENSE OPERATIONS AS DIRECTED. 

PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT FOR ASSIGNED, ATTACHED, AND 
TENANT UNITS. 

OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE BITBURG AIR BASE COMPLEX AND SUCH OTHER STATIONS AND 
FACILITIES AS DIRECTED. 

AUFGABE 

des 36. Taktischen Kampfgeschwaders 

VORBEREITUNG UNO DURCHFUHRUNG VON LUFTVERTEID~GUNGSEINSATZEN NACH ANWEISUNG. 

VERWALTUNGSTECHNISCHE UNO LOGISTISCHE UNTERSTUTZUNG DER GESCHWADEREINHEITEN, 
ALLER DEM GESCHWADER ANGEGLIEDERTEN EINHEITEN, SOWIE ALLER AUF DEM FLUGPLATZ 

STATIONIERTEN GASTEINHEITEN. 

VERWALTUNG UNO UNTERHALTUNG DES GESAMTEN FLUGPLATZBEREICHES UNO AUF ANWEISUNG 
AUCH ANDERER U.S. STATIONEN UNO MILITAEREINRICHTUNGEN. 
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36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING 

HISTORY: The wing emblem was designed for use by the 36th Fighter Group in 
1940. It was finally approved as an official emblem of the 36th 
Fighter Bomber Wing by the Department of the Air Force, 
Headquarters, USAF, in June 1952. It was approved for use as the 
36th Tactical Fighter Wing emblem in 1958. 

BLAZON: On a shield yellow, an arrowhead red points upward; on a horizontal 
division of the upper portion of the shield blue, a half-wing white. 

MEANING: The shield is blue anQ yellow, the colors of the United States Air 
Force. The red arrowhead on the yellow background indicates our . 
part in the invasion of Europe in World War II. The white wing in 
the blue portion of the shield is emblematic of the aerial 
protection and vigilance of the wing. 

MOTTO: Prepared to Prevail. 

(Current as of March 1985) 
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F-15 EAGLE FACT SHEET 

The F-15 Eagle is an advanced tactical fighter aircraft, designed to excel in 
air-to-air combat, and used by the U.S. Air Force for the air defense 
superioritymission. Simply stated, the F-15 is designed to out perform, out 
fly, anq out fight any enemy aircraft in the foreseeable future. It is a 
single seat aircraft in the 45,000 pound weight class, powered by two Pratt 
and Whitney F-100 advanced technology turbofan afterburning engines. Each 
engine is in the 25,000 pound thrust class and together they provide a thrust 
to weight ratio considerably greater than one. This extraordinary power 
enables the_ Eagle to accelerate in the pure vertical and sustain high G turns. 

The enormou.s _power of the F -100 engine in combination with low wing 1 oadi ng 
gives the pilot the ability to out maneuver opposing fighters, especially in a 
close-in fighting environment. The optimized aerodynamics provide for 
excenent speed, in excess of Mach 2, and for very stable flight 
characteristics at all angles of attack and G loadings. 

The F-15C mo_del now used by the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing incorporates 
increased internal fuel capacity, an additional UHF radio transmitter, an 
improved pilot ejection seat, improved landing gear, and advancements in the 
aircraft radar and electronic warfare capabilities. 

Standard armament for the Eagle is an internal, wing mounted, fire cannon, 
four AIM-9 "Sidewinder" missiles, and four AIM~7 "Advanced Sparrow" missiles. 
Both missiles are greatly improved versions of proven weapons. With its 
advanced radar and fire control system, coupled with a sophisticated 
communications system, the Eagle is able to provide an extremely flexible and 
highly self-sufficient weapons system which can be used effectively in any 
weather. The AIM-9 missile has a vastly improved seeker head, giving the 
Eagle the ability to shoot down targets from all angles using a heat seeking 
missile. 

The radar in the F-15 gives the pilot the capability to locate, track, and 
fire against both high and low flying aircraft at great distances with 
extraordinary accuracy. The look-down and shoot-down capability avoids the 
ground clutter that appears on other radars and permits the pilot to see only 
moving targets and with his radar missiles shoots down these very low flying 
aircraft. The head-up display and visual situation display combine to provide 
the pilot with the flying, target, and armament information needed to fly the 
aircraft and engage the target. 

(Current as of March 1985) (over) 



The radar allows the pilot to lock onto targets well beyond 50 mile1 and once 
located, it will provide him with information concerning the targets aspect 
angle, heading, speed, range, and altitude. The pilot will then know where the 
target.is, where it is going, and what must be done to maneuver into the most 
advantageous position to fight it. The radar and HUD displays tell the pilot 
when he··· is in range to fire the various types of armament carried and even 
help him visually locate and identify the target by encircling it in a target 
designator box. · 

To increase the F-15's survivability in combat, redundancy is incorporated 
into its str~cture. For example, one vertical tail, or one of its three wing 
spars can be severed without causing loss of the aircraft. Redundancy is also 
inherent in the F-15's twin engines, and its fuel system incorporates self­
sealing features and foam to inhibit fires and explosions. The combined 
hydraulic and mechanical flight control system is backed up by a fly by wire 
capability to increase survivability. 

The F-15 is an aircraft designed and built with maintenance in mind. When a 
component of the aircraft needs repair, specialists remove it quickly, replace 
it with a spare and repair the broken part in specially designed maintenance 
areas. Even the F-100 engine is comprised of five modules, each being 
interchangeable from one engine to another. 

At Bitburg, there are three squadrons of F-15s. At the close of summer, 1981, 
more than 70 of the improved models were atAthorized to fulfill the wing's 
designated mission of air defense. Most are the one-seat "C 11 model, but a 
1 imi ted number are two-seat 11 D11 models. These two-seat aircraft are fully 
capable of performing the mission, but have the added advantage of allowing 
use of a seat for training and orientation purposes. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

PRIMARY FUNCTION: Air superiority 
PRIME CONTRACTOR: McDonnel Douglas Airc:raft Corporation 
POWER: Two Pratt & Whitney F-100/PWlOO Turbofan engines with afterburner 
THRUST: 50,000 pounds 
DIMENSIONS: Wing span: 42 feet, 9.7 inches 

Height: 18 feet, 5.4 inches 
Length: 63 feet, 9 inches 

SPEED: Mach 2. 5 . . 
CEILING: Above 80,000 feet 
RANGE: Beyond 2,000 feet 
INTERCEPT RANGE: Beyond 150 miles 
ARMAMENT: Four Sidewinder missiles, four Sparrow missiles, 20mm cannon 
CREW: One 
LOADED WEIGHT: 45,500 pounds 
STATUS: Operational 
US!NG COMMANDS: TAC, USAFE, PACAf, and AAC 
FIRST FLIGHT: 27 July 1972 

PERFORMANCE RECORD 

Has climbed to 98,425 feet in less than 3 minutes 
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THE 22ND TFS •eUMBLEBEES11 

Organized in June 1917, the 22nd Tactical Fighter Squadron trained pilots in 
thee JN-4 "Jenny" for the Allied effort in World War I. Attached to the Royal 
Air Fo·rce, the 22nd flew the Spad XIII with the front-1 ine British Second and 
Fifth Armies and later served as a pursuit unit with the American First Army. 
During that time, the 22nd shot down 58 aircraft, two balloons, and produced 
two aces. 

Equipped with p..:39 11Aircobras 11 and P-40 "Tiger Warhawks" before World War II, 
the 22nd was responsible for defending the Panama Canal Zone. Following the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, the squadron flew numerous Caribbean dawn-to-dusk 
patrols and participated in extensive anti-submarine activities. The unit was 
re-equipped with P-47 "Thunderbolts" and began extensive training with the 1st 
Fighter Command. In April 1944, the 22nd arrived in England and earned its 
badge -0f valor, flying 346 combat missions and 2,325 sorties over France and 
Germany. 

The squadron transferred to Furstenfeldbrueck, Germany in 1950. In 1952, it 
joined what is now the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing at Bitburg Air Base, 
Germany, and over a 20 year period, flew F-86 11 Sabrejets 11

, F-100 "Super . 
Sabres", F-105D 11 Thunderchiefs 11

, and F-4D and F-4 E "Phantom IIs. 11 The 
squadron now performs· the NATO and the United States Air Forces in Europe ai.r 
defense role with the F-15 "Eagle." Among its members were such notable 
pilots as Edwin 11 Buzz 11 Aldrin and Edward White, both of whom subsequently 
became astronauts. 

THE 53RD TFS ·r1GERs· 

The 53rd Pursuit Squadron was formed at Albrook Field in January 1941 and 
assigned to the task of Canal Zone defense flying P-26s and P-36s. In mid-
1942, the unit, now flying the P-38 "Lightning", became the 53rd Fighter 
Squadron. In September, the 53rd changed aircraft once again, to the P-40 
"Warhawk." May of 1943 brought the 53rd back to the U.S. to become part of 
"The Fightin' 36th" Fighter Group, flying P-47 "Thunderbolts." 

Early in 1944, the 53rd joinged the war in Europe. Based at Kingsnorth, 
Engl and, the 53rd pilots flew their first combat sweep over the French coast 
in support of D-Day. Other roles included bomber escort, armed 
reconnaissance, air support, and interdiction. Altogether, the 53rd flew 338 
combat missions and 2,432 sorties, participating in seven campaigns, to 
include the Battle of the Bulge and Bastogne. The unit received two 
Presidential Unit Citations. 
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Deactivated in February 1946, it was reactivated back at the Canal Zone in 
October 1946 and entered the jet age in July of 1947 with the F-80B 11 Shooting · 
Star. 11 In July 1948, the 53rd left the Canal Zone to become the first jet 
fighter squadron in Europe, based at Furstenfeldbruck, Germany. In 1950, the 
53rd received the first F-84E 11 Thunderjets 11 deployed in Europe. In August 
1952, Bitburg AB became the home of the 53rd 11 Tigers. 11 

Later in 1952, the 53rd transitioned to thee F-86 11 Sabre 11
, famous for its 

combat record in Korea. The spring of 1 56 brought the F-lOOC "Super Sabre" to 
the 11Tigers. 11 The unit moved to Landstuhl AB (now Ramstein AB) in 1957, then 
returned to Bitburg in 1961 to fly the F-105D 11 Thunderchief. 11 During the late 
'60s and early '70s, the 53rd flew the F-4D and F-4E 11 Phantoms 11

, giving USAFE 
day arid night, all-weather, strike capability. 

In 1977, the "Tigers" changed to an air superiority role, converting to the 
F-15A 11 Eagle. 11 In 1980, the unit upgraded to the even more advanced F-15C 
11 Eagle 11

, with enhanced capabilities and performance. 

THE 525TH TFS "BULLDOGS, INC. 

The 525th Tactical Fighter Squadron was activated in February 1942 as the 
309th Light Bombardment Squadron. Its pilots trained in A-31s as part of the 
86th Light Bombardment Group and deployed to Algeria in April 1943, taking 
part in the Italian campaign. 

Early in 1945, the 309th moved to Francee for operations over Germany. Only 
two months 1 ater, they moved with the 86th into Germany. 

Squadrons of the 86th flew their 1 ast combat mission on May 8, 1945. They had 
flown more than 1,500 combat missions and 14,000 sorties, delivered more than 
10 million pounds of bombs, destroyed 2,572 vehicles and 46 locomotives, and 
shot down 23 aircraft. They won streamers for action in Italy, France, and 
central Europe. 

The 309th was redesignated the 525th Fighter Bomber Squadron in mid-1947. Two 
months later, the 525th was the first squadron in Europe to receive the F-84 
11 Thunderjets. 11 

Early in 1957, the unit moved to its present location at Bitburg AB as a 
tenant unit of the 36 TFW. Eleven years later it became part of the 36 TFW 
and 17th Air Force. In 1969, it received its first F-4E "Phantoms", and was 
combat ready 61 days 1 ater. 

In April 1977, the 11 Bulldogs 11 became the firs·t unit in Europe to fly the air 
superiority F-15 11 Eagle. 11 
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UNIT 

ENGLAND 

10 TRW 
20 TFW 
48 TFW 
81 TFW 

513 TAW 

7274 ABG 
7020 ABG 
501 TMW 

GERMANY 

26 TRW 
36 TFW 
50 TFW 
52 TFW 
86 TFW 
600 TCG 

601 TCW 

7100 ABG 
7350 ABG 

435 TAW (MAC) 

BELGUIM 

485 TMW 

GREECE 

7206 ABG 
7276 ABG 

ITALY 

40 TACG 
7275 ABG 

.. LOCATION 

RAF Al conbury 
.RAF Upper Heyford 

RAF .. ~akenheath 
RAF Bentwaters/ 

Woodbridge 
RAF Mil den ha 11 

RAF Chicksands 
RAF Fairford 
RAF Greenham Common 

Zweibruecken AB 
Bitburg AB 
Hahn AB 
Spangdahlem AB 
Ramstein AB 
Hessisch Qldendorf AS 

Sembach AB 

Lindsey AS· 
Tempelhof Central 
Airport, Berlin 
Rhein-Main AB 

Florennes AB 

Hellenikon AB 
Iraklion AS 

Aviano AB 
San Vito AS 

(Current as of March 1985) 

AIRCRAFT/MISSION 

RF-4, F-5, TR-1 
EF-111 
F-lllF 

.· A-10, MAC Rescue HC-130, HH-53 

MAC Rotational C-130 
SAC Rotational KC-135 
Support and Communications 
KC-135 
Cruise Missiles 

RF -4, Sh.erpa 
F-15C, F-15D 
F-.16 
F-4E, G 
F-4E, MAC, UH-1, T-39, C-12 
Command, Control 
Communications 
Command, Control, Communications, 
Forward Air Control, CH-53, A-10 
Communications, Command, Control 
Support and Communications 

C-9, C-130, MAC Rotational Aircraft 

GLCM, Cruise Missiles 

Support and Communications 
Support and Communications 

Rotational Support Aircraft 
Support and Communications 



THE NETHERLANDS 

32 TFW 

· SPAIN 

401 TFW 
406 TFTW 

TURKEY 

HQ TUSLOG 
39 TACG 

Camp New Amsterdam 

Torrejon AB 
Zaragoza Aij 

Ankara AS . 
Inci rl ik Common 
Defen~e Jnst~llation 

F ... 16 
Tactical Range Support Weapons 
Training School 

CommMd and. Co11J11uni¢ations 
Rotationa1 USAFE.Aircraft 



Capt. Richard J. Reibeling 
Public Affairs Officer 

36. Tactical Fighter Wing 
Bitburg Air Base, West Germany 

Office: (0 65 61) 57 21 
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Home: (0 65 61) 20 69 
(0 63 71) 23 79 
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13,e-h,l'tie- 1'3,.1'3,ta-h,6dt ~ {I 

Colonel, USAF * * 
Base Commander 

Bitburg Air Base, Germany 

Residence: 
76B FLUGPLATZ 
5520 Bitburg 
Phone: 06561-2424 

Mailing: 
Box 1 
APO NY 09132 

Office: 
36 CSG/CC 
Local: 06561-61-7100 
Autovon: 453-7200 

Feriengebiet Bitburger Land 
nmd um die Bierstadt Bitburg 

VerkehrsbOro 

BedastraBe 11 5520 Bitburg/SOdeifel 
Teiefon (0 65 61) 89 34/89 35 

Oberreicht durch: Waltraut Meier 
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36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING 

Bitburg Air Base is located in 
the Eifel ,mountains adjacent to the 
town of Bitburg. Less than 20 miles 
from the base is Trier, the oldest 
city in Germany. There are 
approximately 4,000 military and 120 
Department of the Air Force civilians 
assigned. · 

·Mission 

The mission of the 36th Tactical 
Fighter Wing is to prepare for and 
conduct NATO air defense operations. 
The wing also provides administrative 
and logistical support for assigned, 
attached and tenant units. 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing is 
assigned to 17th Air Force and NATO's 
4th Allied Tactical Air Force. 

36th Tactical Ffghter Wirrg History 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing 
has always been the foremost fighter 
wing in the United States Air Forces 
in Europe. 

It has been a mainstay of the nation's defense since it was activated as a 
pursuit group at Langley Field, Va., in February 1940.- The wing ·was in the 
Caribbean flying air defense missjons _until May 1943, when the unit moved to 
Charleston, S.C., to begin training in the P-47 Thunderbolt. 

In May of 1944 the 36th was flying combat missions over France from its 
home base in England. After supporting the D-Day landings, the unit moved to 
Normandy to occupy the first of a series of temporary bases in France, Belgium 
and Germany. The then 35th Fighter Group's efficiency and endurance earned it 
the nickname, "The Fightin' 36th." 

In March 1946, the 36th Fighter Group moved to Bolling Field, Washington, 
D.C. Shortly thereafter the group moved to Howard Field, Canal Zone. It 
became a jet fighter unit with F-80 Shooting Star aircraft. In July 1948, the 

(Current as of February 1985) 
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36th Fighter Wing was organized and moved to Furstenfeldbruck AB, Germany to 
become the first jet fighter unit in Europe. While at Furstenfeldbruci<> the 
36th formed the "Skyblazers," the first Air Force aerobatic team using jet 
aircraft. 

The 36th was redesignated a fighter-bomber wing in 1950 and equipped with 
USAFE's first F-84 Thunderjets. In 1952, the wing moved to the 
newly-constructed Bitburg Air Base and the "Skyblazers" rotated to the U.S. to 
form the U.S. Air Force "Thunderbirds". Sponsorship of the team was transferred 
to the 86th Fighter-Bomber Wing. 

In August 1953, F-86 Sabrejets arrived at Bitburg and replaced the F-84s. 
The 36th was redesignated a fighter-day wing in August.of 1954 and included the 
22nd, 23rd and 53rd Fighter-Day Squadrons. The 36th'ls size and capabilities 
expanded with the assi gnrnent of the 32nd Fighter-Day Squadron at Camp New 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in September 1955, and the 461st Fighter-Day 
Squadron at Landstuhl AB, Germany, in February 1956. · 

The 36th received F-100 Super Sabres in April 1956 to become the first 
wing in USAFE to use supersonic aircraft. In October 1956, the "Skyblazers" 
returned to the 36th and became the first supersonic aerobatic team in Europe. 
The 525th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron arrived at Bitburg in February 1957 as a 
tenant unit flying the F-86. 

The 36th was redesignated as a tactical fighter wing in July 1958. It 
began to take its present shape with the deactivation of the 461st Tactical 
Fighter Squadron in August 1959 and it was assigned to 17th Air Force in 
November 1959. In April 1960, the 32nd Tactical Fighter Squadron was 
transferred to the 86th Fighter-Interceptor Wing. 

The 36th continued its history of introducing new aircraft to Europe when 
it received the F-105 Thunderchief in May 1961. The 11 Skyblazers 11 demonstration 
team disbanded in January 1962, ending a proud era. 

In October 1965 the flexibility of the "Fightin' 36th" was demonstrated 
when the wing assumed full responsibility for the 71st Tactical Missile 
Squadron. In March 1966, the wing scored yet another first when it received the 
F-4D Phantom II. 

The 525th was assigned to the wing in November 1968 and became the first 
unit in Europe to fly the F-102 Delta Dagger. The 71st TMS was deactivated 
in April 1969 and the 36th Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron ~as activated, 
flying the EB-,66 Destroyer. When. the 49th Tactkal Fighter Wing transferred 
from Spangdahlem to Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico in July 1969, the 36th 
assumed control of both Bitburg and nearby Spangdahlem Air Bases. The 525th was 
redesignated a tactical fighter squadron in October 1969 and converted to the 
F-4E. Also in 1969, construction of the steel and concrete aircraft shelters 
was begun. 

Activation of the 52nd Tactical Fighter Wing at Spangdahlern, in December 
1971, and the simultaneous reassignrnent of the 23rd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
and the 39th TEWS to the new wing left the 36th with the 22nd, 53rd and 525th 
Tactical Fighter Squadrons, at Bitburg. By September 1973, all three squadrons 
had converted to the F-4E. 
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In April 1977 the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing became the first unit outside 
the continental U.S. to fly.the F-15 Eagle, the latest air superiority aircraft. 
Subsequently, the wing converted to the F-15C and F-15D aircraft between 
October 1980 and December 1981. 

Achievements and Honors 

In September of 1944 the wing was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation 
after destroying more than 500 enemy vehicles near Poiter, France. For its 
efforts in the liberation of Belgium and Luxembourg and the Battle of the Bulge, 
the unit was awarded the Belgian Fourragere, Citations in the Order of the Day, 
Belgian Army, and the Luxembourg Croix de Guerre. The wing won its second 
Presidential Unit Citation in 1945 for destroying 73 enemy aircraft near 
Leipzig, Germany. • 

Since World War II, the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing has been av.Jarded five 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards. The awards were presented For the periods 
of May 1, 1956 to May 1, 1958; January 1, 1968 to December 31, 1968; December 1, 
1973 to June 30, 1975; July 1, 1975 to June 30, 1977; and July 1, 1977 to 
June 30, 1979. 

Aircraft Used 

1940: P-36 "Mohawk 11 

1941: P-39 "Ai racobra11
; P-40 11 Warhawk 11 

1943: P-47 11 Thunderbolt 11 

1946: F-80 "Shooting Star 11 

1950: F-84 11 Thunderjet 11 

1953: .F-86 11 Sabrejet 11 

1956: F-100 11 Super Sabre 11 

1961: F-105 11Thunderchief 11 

1966: F-4D "Phantom 11 11 

1968: F-102 "Delta Dagger 11 flown by 
the 525th FIS 

1969: F-4E "Phantom II"; EB-66 "Destroyer" 
flown by the 39th TEWS 

1977: F-15 11 Eagle 11 

Wing Emblefl)_ 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing's emblem consists of a red arrowhead 
pointing upward on a shield of yellow; on a horizontal blue division of the 
upper portion is a white half-wing. 

It was designed for use by the 36th Fighter Group in 1940 and was finally 
approved as an official emblem of the 36th Fighter Bomber Wing by the Department 
of the Air Force in June 1952. It was approved for use as the 36th Tactical 
Fighter Wing emblem in 1958. 

The shield is blue and yellow, the colors of the United States Air Force. 
The red arrowhead on the yellow background indicates the wing's part in the 
invasion of Europe in World War II. The white wing in the blue portion of the 
shield is emblematic of the aerial protection and vigilance of the wing. 
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.. Bitburg Air _f!~~e Hi stori 

The city of Bitburg dates back some 1,260 years, but its beginnings go back 
much further. Almost 2,000 years of marching armies and political upheaval have 
left their mark on Bitburg. The area became part of the demilitarized zone of 
the Rhineland after World War I, and remained so until 1936, when Hitler moved 
his armies into the area. However, the Nazi Party found few supporters in the 
Eifel and, during Hitler's regime, the people of the Eifel had very little to do 
with the Nazis, when possible. 

Bitburg paid a heavy price during World War II. The German Army had a 
supply and communications center in Bitburg, and the area was a gathering point 
for German armored forces during the Battle of the BJ.Jl!Je. The U.S. Army Air 
Force pounded the Bitburg area and, on Christmas Eve, 1944, 85 percent of 
Bitburg laid in smouldering ruins. 

Following the war, Bitburg fell into the French Zone of Occupation. After 
the Berlin Airlift and continued threats by Russia in Central Europe, the U.S. 
decided tactical fighters and bombers were needed in the area. Negotiations 
were started and, in 1951, construction of the base began. The 53rd Fighter­
Bomber Squadron arrived from Furstendfeldbruck Air Base, Germany, to become the 
first operational tenant of Bitburg Air Bas~ in July of 1952. The rest of the 
36th Fighter-Bomber Wing arrived in November of that year. Construction of 
support facilities continued until ~956, when the base was substantially as it 
is today. 

-30-
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BASE: 

MAJOR UNITS: 

AIRCRAFT: 

WING COMMANDER: 

VICE WING COMMANDER: 

BASE COMMANDER: 

HOSPITAL COMMANDER: 

MAJOR ASSOCIATED UNITS: 

MISSION: 

2139 Information 
· Systems Sq 
Oet 1, 31st Wea Sq 
B Battery, 6th BN, 

56th ADA 

Bitburg Air Base, Germany 
36th Tactical Fighter Wing 

36th.Combat Support Group 
22nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
53rd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
525th Tactical Fighter Squadron 

F-15 Eagle 

Col. Peter D. Robinson 

Col. James M. Stewart 

Col. Bennie B. Blansett 

Lt. Col. Leroy P. Gross 

Maj. John W. Droke 

Capt. David P. Urbanski 
Capt. Barry G. Halverson 

The mission of the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing is to prepare for and conduct NATO 
air defense operations as directed; provide administrative· and logistical 
support for assigned, attached and tenant units, and to operate and maintain the 
Bitburg AB complex and such other stations and facilities as required. 

HISTORY.: 

The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing has always been the foremost fighter wing in the 
United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE). It has been a mainstay of the 
nation's defense since its activation as a pursuit group at Langley Field, 
Virginia, in February 1940. It was in the Caribbean, flying air defense 
missions until May 1943, when the unit moved to Charleston, South Carolina, to 
begin training in the P-47 "Thunderbolt." 
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May 1944 found the 36 th flying combat miss i ans over France from its home base 
in England. After supporting the D-Day landings, the group moved to Normandy to 
occupy the first of a series of temporary bases in France, Belgium and Germany. 

The wing earned its first Presidential Unit Citation in September 1944, when it 
destroyed more than 500 enemy vehicles near Poiters, France. For its efforts in 
the liberation of Belgium and the Battle of the Bulge, the group shared in an 
award of the Belgian Fourragere and a second Presidential Unit Citation for 
destroying 73 enemy aircraft at a field near Leipzig, Germany. The Luxembourg 
Croix de Guerre was presented to the group in 1969 for its role in the Battle of 
the Bulge. 

After the war, the group was deactivated. Reactivated in 1946 at Howard Field, 
Canal Zone, it became a jet fighter unit with F-80 "Shooting Star" aircraft. In 
July 1948, the 36th wing was organized and moved to Furstenfeldbruck AB, 
Germany, to become the first jet fighter unit in Europe. 

In 1950, the wing received the F-84 "Thunderjet" and was redesignated a 
fighter-bomber wing. In 1952, the wing moved to the newly constructed Bitburg 
AB. The F-86 "Sabrejet" arrived at Bitburg AB in August 1953, as the wing con­
tinued to introduce first-line fighter aircraft in Europe. The 36th also intro­
duced the F-100 "Super Sabre" in 1956, the F-105 "Thunderchief" in 1961 and the 
F-4 "Phantom" in 1966. The latest and foremost addition to the front line of 
defense, the F-15 "Eagle", appeared at Bitburg AB in 1977, and assured NATO air 
supremacy over the central region of Europe. 

Since its World War II activities, the 36th has been awarded five Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Awards, one for each of the following periods: May 1, 1956 -
May 1, 1958; Jan. 1, 1968 - Dec. 1, 1968; Dec. 1, 1973 - April 30, 1975; and the 
most recent one, July 1, 1977 - June 30, 1979. 

Bitburg AB is located in the Eifel mountains adjacent to the town of Bitburg, 
a small rural community with a population of approximately 11,000. Less than 
20 miles from the base is Trier, the oldest city in Germany. The base was 
constructed between 1951 and 1954 on land that had previously been used by the 
German Army as a tank staging and supply area in preparation for the Battle 
of the Bulge. 
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The 22nd TFS "Bumblebees" 

Organized in June 1917, the 22nd Tactical Fighter Squadron trained pilots in the 
JN-4 11Jenny11 for the Allied effort in World War I. Attached to the Royal Air 
Force, the 22nd flew the Spad XIII with the front-line British Second and Fifth 
Armies and later served as a pursuit unit with the American First Army. During 
that time, the 22nd shot down 58 aircraft, two balloons, and produced two aces. 

Equipped with P-39 Ai rcobras and P-40 11Tiger11 Warhawks before World War 11, the 
22nd was responsible for defending the Panama Canal Zone. Following the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, the squadron flew numerous Caribbean dawn-to-dusk patrols and 
participated in extensive anti-submarine activities. The unit was re-equipped 
with P-47 Thunderbolts and began extensive training with the 1st Fighter Command. 
In April 1944, the 22nd arrived in England and earned its badge of valor, flying 
346 combat misstons and 2,325 sorties over France and Germany. 

The squadron transferred to Furstenfeldbrueck, Germany in 1950. In 1952, it 
joined what is now the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing at Bitburg Air Base, Germany, 
and over a 20-year period, fiew F-86 Sabrejets, F-100 Super Sabres, F-105D 
Thunderchiefs, and F-4D and F-4E Phantom lls. The squadron now performs the 
NATO and the United States Air Forces in Europe air defense role with the F-15 
Eagle. Among its members were such notable pilots as Edwin 11Buzz' 1 Aldrin and 
Edward White, both of whom subsequently became astronauts. 

The 53rd TFS 11Tigers 11 

The 53rd Pursuit Squadron was formed at Albrook Field in January 1941 and assigned 
the task of Canal Zone defense flying P-26s and P-36s. ln.mid-1942, the unit, 
now flying the P-38 Lightning, became the 53rd Fighter Squadron. In September, 
the 53rd changed aircraft once again, to the P-40 Warhawk. May of 1943 brought 
the 53rd back to the U.S. to become part of "The Fightin 1 36th11 Fi"ghter Group, 
flying P-47 Thunderbolts. 

Early in 1944, the 53rd joined the war in Europe. Based at Kingsnorth, England, 
the 53rd pilots flew their first combat sweep over the French coast in support 
of D-Day. Other roles included bomber escort, armed reconnaissance, air sup­
port, and interdiction. Altogether, the 53rd flew 338 combat missions and 2,432 
sorties, participating in seven campaigns, to include the Battle of the Bulge 
and Bastogne. The unit received two Presidential Unit Citations. 

Deactivated in February 1946, it was reactivated back at the Canal Zone in 
October 1946 and entered the jet age in July of 1947 with the F-80B Shooting 
Star. In July· 1948, the 53rd left the Canal Zone to become the first jet fighter 
squadron in Europe, based at Furstenfeldbruck, West Germany. In 1950, the 53rd 
received the first F-84E Thunderjets deployed in Europe. In August 1952, Bitburg 
AB became the home of the 53 rd 1 'Tigers." 



Later in .1952, the 53rd transitioned to the F-86 Sabre, famous for its combat 
record in Korea. The spring of '56 brought the F-lOOC Super Sabre to the 
''Tigers.'' The L1nit moved to Landstuhl AB (now Ramstein AB) in 1957, then re­
turned to Bitburg in 1961 to fly the F-105D Thunderchief. During the late 1 60s 
and early '?Os, the 53rd flew the F-4D and E Phantoms, giving USAFE day and 
night, all-weather, strike capability. 

In 1977, the 11Tigers 11 changed to an air superiority role, converting to the F-15A 
Eagle. In 1980, the unit upgraded to the even more advanced F-15C Eagle, with 
enhanced capabilities and performance. 

The 525th TFS "Bu 11 dogs, Inc. 11 

The 525th Tactical Fighter Squadron was activated in February 1942 as the 309th 
Light Bombardment Squadron. Its pilots trained in A-31s as part of the 86th 
Light Bombardment Group and deployed to Algeria in April 1943, taking part in 
the Italian campaign. 

Early in 1945, the 309th moved to France for operations over Germany. Only two 
months later, they moved with the 86th into Germany. 

Squadrons of the 86th flew their last combat mission on May 8, 1945. They had 
flown more than 1,500 combat missions and 14,000 sorties, delivered more than 
10 millioo pounds of bombs, destroyed 2,572 vehicles and 46 locomotives, and 
shot down 23 aircraft. They won streamers for action in Italy, France, and 
cent ra 1 Eu rope. 

The 309th was redesignated the 525th Fighter Bomber Squadron in mid-1947. Two 
months later, the 525th was the first squadron in Europe to receive F-84 
Thunder jets. 

Early in 1957; the unit moved to its present location at Bitburg AB as a tenant 
unit of the 36TFW. Eleven years later it became part of the 36TFW and 17th 
Air Force. In 1969, it received its first F-4E Phantoms, and was combat ready 
61 days later. 

In April 1977, the Bulldogs became the first unit in Europe to fly the air 
superiority F-15 Eagle. 
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F-15 EAGLE FACT SHEET 

The F-15 Eagle is an advanced tactical fighter aircraft, designed to excel in 
air-to-air combat, and used by the U.S. Air Force for the.air defense superi­
ority mission .. Simply stated, the F-15 is designed to outperform, out f!_y 1 
iind outfight. ariy -e-nemy a-ir-c:rcift-Tn the foreseeable fofure. - ff is a s-ingle 
~eat aircraft in the 45,000 pound weight class, powered by two Pratt and 
Whitney F-100 advanced technology turbofan afterburning engines. Each en-

. gine is in the 25,000 pound thrust class and together they provide a thrust 
to weight ratio considerably greater than one. This extraordinary power 
enables the Eagle to accelerate in the pure vertical and sustain high G turns. 

The enormous power of the F-JOO engine in combination with low wing loading 
gives the pi lot the abi 1 ity to outmari'euver opposing ffghters, especially Tn 
a close-in fighting environment. The optimized aerodynamics provide for 
excellent speed, in excess of Mach 2, and for very stable flight characteristics 
at all angles of attack and G loadings. 

The F-15 C model now used by the 36th Tactical Fighter Wing incorporates in­
creased internal fuel capacity, an additional UHF radio transmitter, an im­
proved pilot ejection seat, improved landing gear, and advancements in the 
aircraft radar and electronic warfare capabi I ities. 

Standard armament for the Eagle is an internal, wing mounted, 20 mm rapid 
fire cannon, four Aim-9 Sidewinder missiles, and four Aim-? advanced Sparrow 
missiles. Both missiles are greatly improved versions of proven weapons. 
With its advanced radar and fire control system, coupled with a sophisti­
cated communications system, the Eagle is able to provide an extremely flex­
ible and highly self-sufficient weapons system which can be used effectively 
in any weather. The Aim-9 missile has a vastly improved seeker head, giving 
the Eagle the ability to shoot down targets from aJI angles using a heat 
seeking missile. 

The radar in the F-15 gives the pilot the capability to locate, track, and 
fire against both high and low flying aircraft at great distances with 
extraordinary accuracy. The look-down and shoot-down capability avoids the 
ground clutter that appears on other radars and permits the pilot to see 
only moving targets and with his radar missiles shoot down these very low 
flying aircraft. The head-up display and visual situation display combine to 
provide the pilot with the flying, target, and armament information needed to 
fly the aircraft and engage the target. 

The radar allows the pilot to Jock onto targets well beyond 50 miles and once 
located, it will provide him with information concerning the target's aspect 
angle, heading, speed, range, and altitude. The pilot will then know where 
the target is, where it is going, and what must be done to maneuver into the 
most advantageous position to fight it. The radar and HUD displays tell the 
pilot when he is in range to fire the vario4s types of armament carried and 
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even help him visually' locate and identify the target by encircling it in a 
target designator box. 

To increase the F-15's survivability in combat, redundancy is incorporated 
into i.ts structure. For example, one vertical tail, or one of its three wing 
spars can be severed without causing loss of the aircraft. Redundancy is 
also inherent in the F-15's twin engines, and its fuel system incorporates 
self-sealing features and foam to inhibit fires and explosions. The combined 
hydraulic and mechanical flight control system is backed up by a fly by wire 
capability to increase survivability. 

The F-15 is an aircraft designed and built with mainten"ance in mind. When 
a component of the aircraft needs repair, specialists remove it quickly, re­
place it with a spare and repair the broken part in specially designed<main­
tenance areas. Even the F-100 engine is comprised of five modules, each 
being interchangeable from one engine to another. 

At Bitburg, there are three squadrons of F-15s. At the close of summer, 1981, 
more than 70 of the improved models were authorized to fulfill the wing 1 s 
designated mission of air defense. Most are the one-seat C model, but a 
limited number are two-seated D models. These two-seat aircraft are fully 
capable of performing the mission, but have the added advantage of allowing 
use of a seat for training and orientation purposes. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

PRIMARY FUNCTION: Air Superiority 
PRIME CONTRACTOR: McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Corporation 
POWER: Two Pratt & Whitney F-100-PWlOO Turbofan engines with afterburner 
THRUST: 50,000 pounds 
DIMENSIONS: Wing span 42 feet, 9.7 inches 

Height 18 feet, 5.4 inches 
L~ngth 63 feet, 9 ihches 

SPEED: Mach 2.5 
CEILING: Above 80,000 feet 
RANGE: Beyond 2,000 miles 
INTERCEPT RANGE: Beyond 150 miles 
ARMAMENT: Four Sidewinder missiles, four Sparrow missiles, 20 mm cannon 
CREW: One 
LOADED WEIGHT: 45,500 pounds 
STATUS: Operational 
USING COMMANDS: TAC, USAFE, PACAF, and AAC 
FIRST FLIGHT: 27 July 1972 

PERFORMANCE RECORD 

Has climbed to 98,425 feet in less than 3 1/2 minutes 
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCES IN EUROPE 

United Stat :; Air Forces in Europe is a 
front-line nstrumegt of Western defense 
through its support of U.S. commitments to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

MISSION 

In peacetime, USAFE trains and equips U.S. Air Force units pledged to 
NATO. Under wartime conditions, the command's airpower--its tactical 
fighters, fighter-bombers and reconnaissance aircraft--comes under the 
operational control of NATO. 

USAFE's·commander in chief is also the commander of NATO's Allied Air 
Forces Central Europe (AAFCE), which has operational control over iir 
units from the United States, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Canada and Federal Republic of Germany. 

The co111T1and 1 s weapon systems are ready for strike, air defense, and 
reconnaissance operations. Strategic and tactical airlift are provided 
under a joint USAFE-Military Airlift Command plan of coordinated control. 

In fulfilling its NATO responsibilities, USAFE maintains combat-ready 
units dispersed in ~n area from the United Kingdom to Turkey. The 
command not only provides fighter, reconnaissance and airlift support 
for all major NATO exercises conducted in the Western European area, but 
also assist air forces of allied nations to develop their combat capa­
bilities. 

As a U.S. European Command component, USAFE supports unified U.S. 
military plans and operations jn the European area. Its geographical 
area of responsibility extends thr6ugh the Mediterranean, Middle East, 
Persian Gulf and North Africa. 
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Most of USAFE's operational bases, aircraft and personnel are concen­
trated in Western Europe. About 67,000 U.S. Air Force members are 
assigned to the European area. Major USAFE units are maintained in 
England, Germany, Greece, Italy, The Netherlands, Spain and Turkey. 

ORGANIZATION 

To achieve an economic and efficient operational posture, recent USAFE 
management actions have streaml ·lned the command structure for Air Force 
activities in Europe, reduced manpower and increased integration of Air 
Force staffs with their NATO counterparts. 

USAFE Headquarters is at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, alongside Head­
quarters Allied Air Forces Central Europe. 

USAFE has three numbered air forces .. Third Air Force, headquartered at 
RAF Mildenhall, England, directs forces in the United Kingdom. Sixteenth 
Air Force, headquartered at Torrejon Air Base, Spain, directs the com­
mand's assets in the Mediterr~nean area. It is closely tied to the NATO 
.structure through the dual hatting of the Sixteenth Air Force commander 
as commander of Allied Air Forces Southern Europe. USAFE's Seventeenth 
Air Force, headquartered at Sembach Air Base, Germany, directs the 
command's tactical units in Germany and the Netherlands. 

AIRCRAFT INVENTORY 

The USAFE inventory includes these aircraft: 

I~\ 

*A-10 Thunderbolt II. USAFE's newest acquisition, is the first 
aircraft specifically designed for the close air support role. 

*F-4 Phantom II. C-D~E models provide tactical capability for 
nuclear, conventional and air defense operations. 

*F-111 Fighter-Bomber. E-F models provide long-range lowlevel 
strike capability. 

*F-15 Eagle. Air superiority fighters provide first line air 
defense. 

*F-16 Fighting Falcon. USAFE's newest air superiority fighter. 

*F-5E Tiger II. Fighters provide USAFE dissimilar aircraft 
training and perform a secondary air defense role, 

*RF-4 Phantom II. Reconnaissance aircraft provide USAFE's 
primary all-weather, day-night reconnaissance. 

*OV-10 Bronco. Forward Air Control aircraft provides USAFE's 
ajrborne capability for directing close air support. 
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*CH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant. Helicopters provide cargo and 
personnel carrying capability. 

*UH-lN Huey. Helicopters provide personnel movement capability. 

*In addition to USAFE assigned aircraft based in Europe, at 
any one time the Air Force inventory in theater on rotational 
basis includes Military Airlift Command C-141 Starlifter, 
C-130 Hercules and C-5 Galaxy airlift aircraft, HC-130 rescue 
and C-9 Nightingale medical evacuation aircraft; Strategic 
Air Command B-52 bombers and KC-135 Stratotankers; and during 
frequent exercise training periods, deployed aircraft of the 
Tactical Air Command, Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve. 

DUAL BASING 

In addition to its permanent forces in Europe, USAFE is augmented by 
dual-based squadrons which, although located in the United States, are 
committed to NATO and remain under European command and control during 
wartime, contingency or exercise situation. 

These squadrons are geared for rapid deployment to European locations 
5et up to accept and service them at any time. They are periodically 
rotated overseas for training in the European operating environment. 

The best known of these dual-basing exercises is the "Crested Cap" 
series under which tactical fighter aircraft fly annually from the 
United States to Germany for training. The exercises demonstrate the 
capability of the U.S. Air Force units to deploy from U.S.locations to 
overseas bases and immediately begin combat operations. 

TACTICS AND MUNITIONS 

Aircraft fighter crews from USAFE units receive regular training at 
designated training sites within the command in the latest techniques of 
aerial combat, attack, reconnaissance and strike tactics, as they apply 
in the European area. 

The command also emphasizes aircrew proficiency under poor climatic 
conditions since darkness, l9w ceilings and heavy cloud coverage char­
acterize central European weather more than 85 percent of the time 
during winter. 

Improved munitions have given USAFE's fighter crews additional capa­
bility. Guided weapons have added new punch to USAFE's weapons inventory 
and NATO's capability to counter potential threats. 
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36TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE, BITBURG AIR BASE, W. GERMANY 

Col. Peter D. Robinson 

Colonel Peter D. Robinson is commander of the 36th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, United States Air Forces in Europe, Bitburg Air Base, Germany • . 

Colonel Robinson was born Oct. 9, 1940, in Ann Arbor, Mich., where he gra­
duated from high school in 1958. He received an appointment to the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, Colo., and graduated in 1962 with a bachelor of science degree in 
basic and applied science and a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Air Force. In 1968, he attended the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, 
Calif., and from 1968 to 1970, he attended the University of Freiburg, Germany, 
as an Olmsted Scholar in Mathematics. He also earned a master's degree in 
planning and public administration from Pepperdine (Calif.) University in 1977, 
and in 1981 graduated from the Royal College of Defence Studies, London, the 
British Senior War College. In addition, the colonel has completed Squadron 
Officer School, the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Air Command and 
Staff College, and Air War College. 

In July 1962, Colonel Robinson began pilot training at Webb Air Force 
Base, Texas. Upon graduation in August 1963, he was assigned to Luke Air Force 
Base, Ariz., for combat crew training in the F-100 Super Sabre. 

Colonel Robinson's next assignment flying F-lOOs was with the 81st 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, Hahn Air Base, Germany in June 1964. In December 
1966, he left for Bien Hoa Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, where he served as 
weapons officer in the 90th Tactical Fighter Squadron. During this southeast 
Asia tour of duty, Colonel Robinson flew 325 combat missions in the F-100. 

He returned to the U.S., and from January to September 1968, attended the 
Defense Language Institute (studying German) in Monterey, Calif. From October 
1968 to July 1970, he attended the University of Freiburg, Germany, as an 
Olmsted Scholar in Mathematics. 

In the summer of 1970, Colonel Robinson transitioned into the F-4 Phantom 
while assigned to Davis-Monthan Ajr Force Base, Ariz. He was then assigned to 
the 555th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Udorn Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand, as an 
F-4 pilot in November 1970, where he flew 110 combat missions. Following this 
assignment, in November 1971, he was transferred to Headquarters U.S. Air Force, 
Washington, D.C., as staff officer, Deputy Chief of Staff Personnel Office. 
From September 1974 to December 1975, he was the military assistant to the Air 
Force Assistant Secretary for Manpower and Reserve Affairs at Headquarters U.S. 
Air Force. 
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Colonel Robinson was·assigned to the 49th Tactical Fighter Wing, Holloman 
Air Force Base, N.M., as chief, Operations and Training, in December 1975. Six 
months later, he became the operations officer in the 9th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron, still flying the F-4. He was chief of Standardization and Evaluation 
Division from January 1978 to January 1979, during the wing's conversion from 
the F-4 to the F-15 Eagle. He then moved to the 7th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
as commander in January 1979. From January to June 1980, he was transferred to 
maintenance as the officer in charge of the F-15 quality assurance prograin, and 
in June 1980, he became assistant deputy commander for operations. 

In December 1980, Colonel Robinson moved to London to attend the Royal 
College of Defence Studies. He was then assigned to Headquarters United States 
Air Forces in Europe as director of Requirements and Readiness from January 1982 
until April 1983, when he assumed duties ,1s the vice commander, 36th Tactical 
Fighter Wing, Bitburg Air Base, Germany. · 

Colonel Robinson assumed his duties as wing commander in January 1985. 

The colonel is a command pilot with more than 3,244 flying hours. His 
military decorations and awards include the Legion of Merit with one oak leaf 
cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross with three oak leaf clusters, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Medal with 27 oak leaf clusters, and the Air Force 
Commendation Medal. 

He was promoted to colonel Oct. 1, 1980, with a date of rank of 
Aug. 11, 1980. 

Colonel Robinson is married to the former Patricia A. Clements of Denver, 
Colo. They have one son, Eric and a daughter, Kristen. 
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United States Air Force· 
36TH TACTICAL FtGHTER WING, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFtCE, BITBURG AIR BASE, W. GERMANY 

Col. Bennie B. Blansett 

Col. Bennie B. Blansett is commander of the 36th Combat Support Group (base 
commander), United States Air'Forces in Europe, Bitburg Air Base, West Germany . ., 

Colonel Blansett was born Aug. 10, 1938, in •fillsboro, Texas, an~ graduated 
from Temple High School, Temple, Texas, in 1956, and the Naval Academ~ Preparatory 
School in 1959. He earned a bachelor of business degree in_accounting from South­
west Texas State College, and a commission as a second lieutenant through the Air 
Force Reserve Officers Training Corps in May 1963, completing ROTC as a distin­
guished graduate. The colonel also received a master's degree in business admin­
istration from the University of Colorado in 1972. Colonel Blansett has completed 
personnel, budget, information, administrative management and executive support 
officer courses, as well as a national security management course, Squadron Officer 
School, Air Command and Staff College in residence at Maxwell Air Force Base, Aja., 
and the Air War College Seminar Program. 

Colonel Blansett began his Air Force career in June 1956 as an airman serving 
as a personnel specialist at James Connally Air Force Base, Texas; Camp Cooke, 
Calif.; Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.; and Fort Belvoir, Va. From November 1959 
to June 1963, he was a personnel technician with the Air Force Reserve in Austin, 
Texas. Upon completion of his college degree, the colonel entered navigator train­
ing at James Connally Air Force Base, graduating in January 1965. His first assign­
ment following training was to the 41st Air Rescue Squadron, Hamilton Air Force Base, 
Calif., from January 1965 to November 1966, as a rescue crew navigator on the HU 16B 
Albatross. He was also the squadron administrative officer. 

He was then transferred to the 606th Air Commando Squadron, Nakhon Phanom Air 
Base, Thailand, and served as a 11candlestick 11 combat crew navigator in the UC-123 
Provider. During this tour of duty, from January 1966 to December 1967, Colonel 
Blansett flew 550 hours during 110 combat missions in Southeast Asia. 

In Jaunuary 1968, he returned to the United States, assigned to the 19th 
Military Airlift Squadron (Special), Kelly Air Force Base, Texas, as a transport 
navigator in the C-124 Globemaster. His additional duty during this assignment was 
as a squadron information officer. 

From January 1970 to May 1971, Colonel Blansett flew with the 14th Military 
Airlift Squadro~, Norton Air Force Base, Calif., as a transport navigator in the 
C-141 Starl ifter. In June 1971, he was accepted into the Air Force Institute of 
Technology and completed his master's degree in business administration at the 
University of Colorado one and a half years later. 
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The colonel's next assignment was as a fihancial officer with the Maveriik 
Missile System Program Office at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, from 
January 1973 to June 1975. He left that position to attend Air Command and Staff 
College at Maxwell Air Force. Base from July 1975 to June 1976. The following month, 
Colonel Blansett was assigned to the 54th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, as a navigator in the WC-130 Hercules, where he was 
credited with 16 typhoon penetrations. He also served as squadron flight commander 
and executive officer. 

In September 1978, Colonel Blans~tt was transferred to Clark Air Base, 
Philippines, and became deputy director of Resource Management for the 374th Tac­
tical Airlift Wing. Nine months later, he was app~i~ted wing director of Resource· 
Management. 

The colonel left Cl.ark Air Base in July 1981 for assignment as assistant 
commander for Resource Management, 86th Tactical Fighter Wing, Ramstein Air Base~ 
Germany. In September 1983, he arrived at Bitburg ·to serve as deputy commander of 
the 36th Combat Support Group (deputy base commander). He was promoted to base 
commander in June 1984. 

Colonel Blansett is a master navigator with more than 5,100 hours of flying 
time. His military decorations and awards include the Distinguished Flying Cross 
with two oak leaf clusters, Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster, 
Air Medal with 11 oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal with one oak 
leaf cluster, Combat Readiness Medal, Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 10 bronze service stars, Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Air Force Longevity Service Award with five oak leaf clusters; 
Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Korea), 
Presidential Unit Citation, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with "V" device and 
three oak leaf clusters, Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with one oak 
leaf cluster, and the Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Device. 

He was p'romoted to Colonel May 1, 1984, with same date of rank. 

Colonel Blansett is married to the former Mary Sue Hooks of Temple, Texas. 
They have three children: Monica, Benet, and Boyd. 




