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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR TOM GRISCOM j 

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL~ 

3933 Add-on II 

May 28, 1987 

SUBJECT: Presidential Address: Brandenburg Gate 

ft0'b1 TION'9t..­

Attached, as marked on the draft, are the NSC's recommended 
cha.nges in the Brandenburg Gate speech. ~ -

The section on arms control (pp. 5-6) has been rewritten because 
of many inaccuracies. The section outlining our specific Berlin 
initiative (pp.7-8) has been rewritten for the same reason and 
also to make a more effective presentation. 

Other revisions are suggested in the way that the main points 
about security and freedom in Europe are presented, which we 
believe will be more effective with the German and European 
audience. 

The philosophical sections of the draft (pp. 1-4, 10-11) are 
excellent, though for reasons of overall length they may need to 
be trimmed somewhat. We have made some minor suggestions but we 
leave this to the speechwriters. 

Attachment 

Tab A Brandenburg Gate Address 
w/NSC recommended changes 

cc: Rhett Dawson 



pp. 1 - 4: 

pp. 4 (2d ½) - 5: 

pp. 6 - 10: 

p. 11: 

NSC Comments on Berlin S eech 
(5 21 87 - 12:00 noon draft) 

Okay. Perhaps delete Dietrich quote on p. 1. 
Perhaps say "There is only one Berlin" 
in German. 
Not "Ku'damm Strasse" 

Cut way back. Keep middle para of p. 5. 
Contrast between East and West okay. 

Introduce positive vision: Theme from 
Kornblum draft (p. 4): "I understand the 
fear of war and the pain of division that 
afflict this continent. We must find ways to 
overcome these problems persistently and 
effectively. I pledge my country to that 
goal." Try this structure: 

Arms reduction: 
o Vindication re INF. 
o Dedicated efforts in START, CDE, 

CW, etc. 
o I challenge the Soviets: Withdraw 

troops from Eastern Europe that 
aren't needed for the military 
balance but for maintaining Soviet 
domination. 

o This brings me to: 
Freedom: 
o Democratic tide in the world (as on 

p. 8, Kornblum pp. 11, 13). 
o Some of these ideas spreading in 

the East? Gorbachev reforms? 
We'll see (as on pp. 5-6). 

o We're ready to cooperate with the 
East to promote true openness, to 
break down barriers that divide 
people, to let Europe flourish 
again. No place better than Berlin 
to make a start (Kornblum p. 4). 

Berlin Initiative: 
o It's time for the Wall to come 

down. 
o U.S. commitment to freedom of 

Western sectors and Quadripartite 
Accord (Kornblum p. 14). 

o Berlin initiative (Kornblum pp. 18 
-20) • 

Ending okay (but German quote may be too 
difficult to read). 
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(Robinson/ARD) 
May 27, 1987 
1:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
JUNE 12 , 19 8 7 

urf President von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor 
T)J fl J1\,GL •s vif,·/.. -tt> 

' ~ Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen: C,_ years ag~ Harry Truman •acane 
s r:' ~ ;. R,1,u ... c,,.-,,,; '""" ~, ~ " 
w,\r• ·;:;r:: ::i::yp::::::i:·::· 8H~R; ·:•k::::· .::: 

f)~ ~t'\-C.., 
\ Presidents have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I -~ 

myself make my second visit to your city. 
'fl 7\,.,u.c, uy r 

,-,we-come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 
/\ 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 
"",,.. D• '(' Jt.1 /~ ~. 

of (ifte 6ro~i..a%1!) and fiezge:rte11) Above all, by your courage and 

friendship. 

fleU""'tN--~ 5rna.p& 
lVt' Presidents. 

Marlene OietricfC understood someEh~ng about American 

You see, like so many Presidents befox:e ~I -~ome 

here today becau-s~hereve-r--I -~ -,-whatever-I-do: ··• Ich hab noch c-nws~ 
{s i\wt' 
I~~ ee4'i-RR.ee~nr--ick~orff~f~e!!"lLr-1t'11rr1-sBl!e-rr1:1:1±:nn ; .a.-pa f -sti. l-l·-nave- a- "S1l it ca-s-e -i-n - Berlin~• - -

"I' v-- wno-r1.rld..,.s--ff~L"'O"' ... .,.....,ar--rnm1amc~lh-1~l1"'lO""•"fle"t'id~swe'1r:"N,g~. T"] -==j-, 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that itJ~being 
see~ tt.v.d. k~rtl 
~ee:dcas.Qas well in the East -- that Berlin television can be ,. 
seen as far to the southeast as Prague, as far to the northeast 

as Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: (In German:] There is only 2!!!. Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 
f(r({,t\ "6.AdS 

Europe. From the Baltic ~g ~lie Barz Moantai~ it cuts across 

Germany in one continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard 

towers, dog runs, and gun emplacements. @ plaee_9 farther south, 

there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 



1.-.)tJ,f5 
(ft-µ'1¥ 

~v 
le-~~ 

l,vld 
{u t 

Co11\i\~ 
FU., 
~{filll , 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

~treets choked with rubble. One building in five destroyed. 

Eighty thousand lying dead] Thousands of miles away, the people 

of the United States reached out to help. In announcing the 

Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: •our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

["(T)he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

rebirth. 1\.-.<. Ewr---"' Uwl'f1ffl',.r/..., INif ..f.rw.ul, ] 
l.)1l \-tY~ lk- 6'('/,-141 

In the Federal Republic.~ Cazmarryi there took place an 
" - ~Y~\,f l~ 

economic miracle© ~lH "Wi.•eaha£•1 •ruioei: " 1\ aa11.1:1••, i•h•••: a11I, 

~Lhe.t..) understood the practical importance of liberty -- that 

just as truth can flourish only when the journalist is given 
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freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 

farmer and businessman enjoy economic freedom. The German 

leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, lowered taxes. 

From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in~~~e 
,.¥.J lt\j,u+ &i Ii" 

~cpMiO more than doubled. 
A 

Here in BerlinJ@:le•e ,eek plaae a tran.tformeeie".) Jbere 

four decades ago there was rubble, today there is the greatest 

industrial output of any city in Germany; busy office blocks; 

• -

fine homes and apartments; proud avenues and§•• epreaain! laoR• 
~ parkland~ Where a city's culture seemed to have been 

• ~~t ~~nl 
destroyed, today there are two~universities, an opera and ti) 

" philharmonic orchestra~ countless theaters and museums. Where 
,'\ 

there was want, today there is abundance~ food, clothing, 
A\,~ 

~•"\;H;tautomobiles; the luxury goods of the Ku'damm; even home 

computers) 

(!I:Q~a rnbbla 
'-... 

freffl the \l::;.~e~ t?ttia 3 You Berl_iners have 

== ------city that once again ranks....--as· one of the in freedom re~lt a 

greatest on 

my friends, 

-, 

Earth. -~ Soviets may have nad other plans. But, 

--------------there was one th~,the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. J~~ner ~~fin..~- und mit herz. 

[ "Berliner schn 

h 

e" is a well-known phrase~~ng courage mixed 

•chutzpah." "Und mit herz• mea;~~- with 



·-

news anne~ncEt s s Lill epea)t, ,e wee t:he well JtneWft phrase, of 

-A-f tet these fua::r •••aaes, rt:he11, thate s tana;i, before the 

entixe wo1ld 011@ great ana In@seapabte eo11clas1on. 

~o~alieariaaiam? TotaJitarianisrn produces failure. Freedom? 

Freedorn leads to prosperity and replaces the ancient hatreds 
het~een the nations with comity and geace. 

(;.tt--~ tier,, titeR are we i:A t:ite f&ee wa•l:e ee deal with 

1ll~Ht .}- total it.a,riaR Fast, T.aoli ae sa:i,: at tbe outset tbM:WI 

the 

understand 
1"-A'"' 
(Dl\1fVlf-

ex·pndin9 11 iii 1t1uzs. So :we MU:SLmai:rttain defense.! ef 

u11N1asai Jable strensth, Apd yet it is 011r nature as free peoples .. 

t-e- make rnani £est our goodwill, So we m11st strive to reduce aOI1s 

SJ' "M>'i ull ,,~.::•· 
~• ,. 'l.,!.., ____ :.. lb years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 
, , ~f._ ll'ttf:l'N_Ji,,L/ Uekr 
,~• Alliance with a 9r~ye new threat: the.-"deployment of hundreds of 

- - ,tLc tr, fl'~ -,,.,,._, \u.....( SJ - 2-6 - - A 

nuclear missiles~ capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

~ ~}~..,. As the Alliance ,;_l,flf! rt. '1f £1:'/,:,...,, there were difficult 

wd ,-,q,. days days of protests like those ~at took pta:ce> during my 
tol •i 1 ""'~ 
-ti'~ ~ 1982 

i ~ j;. 1N.;. "-.. 
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71. r.L, ~v6~J'h ~~ ',J-(//-rA.L.tki"'f • ~ 't ~rt' Aw ~ 1--Lrc,'.k_ ,( 
~UAtlia .. ~e h~ firm, • ezria~'(e" •ea"4te• elle io1.1i:et 

~,eat, ""' i'11~• ~e'-~110':f'w'1l; Jf[...,~~ 21,t,t~: •~~~ 
wha prot••• today = ee • ark this fact,- Because ~ remained 
,/;,...,..- · ~4" -h M..f•~~ M ~ ~c-/f_,.r. 
~, the Soviets cameAto the t~ble~ Because we remained ~,, ~ r,o,r,~,~ rl 
strong, today we are engaged in talks that.fcom~ not merely 

i ,1 eli~i~~_,, .P.,-~ ('Y7+ f.~ ~ w~~ 
limi tj;''iens a;!t the growth of arms, but 4c4@ni oet ifiable a!l!'Rta "' 

ti~~~ t. 'A~}.~ ..... -.,..,u,,..,, ~ ,ft. -4~ ,i tfa- ~. 
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,1 ~II, 
t.Aet we wight sceR Ille a.lille tie •estroy nacleat mli!lles ahaed aL 

IPt.e 

• 
appate11t 

ncea ier: strong de£a11eee ie ef CUUISE ilOW!iEIE Um 
thaft he•e iR BerliR!J--Today as in the past,~• 1~'!:/.[f.t+-1 

remains utterly committed to the freedom of the ~sternJ"ectors. 
~c.. s~~1,,.r.,,_._ · . it. ' 

Pait ,1a1es 117 aeftieinlia 11• ~l'&'<c!I strict observance and 

full implementation of all parts of the Four.Power Agreement of 

tg ua11il in pat t:i:calar isr fu J J er i rnple111en taj,...i--o11------­

that call for ties between the west~tors 
.,,,,,,-

of Ber · n and the Federal Republic of Germany./,./ 

I. Yet ·it'-~ossible to speak in Berlin---1:o~ay not only of 

1
maintaining defe~~ but of launch~itiatives. It is 

\possible to speak of ~~ril-? r~¥fiing out to the East reaching 

but, to demonstrate to its :~l'g.hbors the power of freedom. So : ,· ''-. 
Let us speak to th~/ wg±ld of signa~of openness and goodwill --

Signals From Berl:-!n. ' ~, 
I / 
i ,,-· 

Governing Mayor Diepgen, as the I will with 
' 
!your approval propose to the Soviets that at the c clusion of 

the Vienna Conference on Security and Cooperation in Eu e, the 

"­
~ - the ~iet Union _h~ld a second meeting here in 



Insert (following p. 7) 
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Let us use the occasion of Berlin's birthday to usher in a new 

era for this city. 

Let us work for further improvements in all areas covered by the 

Four-Power Agreement -- especially in maintaining and developing 

the vital ties between the Western Sectors of Berlin and the 

Federal Republic of Germany. I'm disappointed that up to now, 

• there has been more hindrance from the Eastern side than help in 

fulfilling this important obligation. 

And let us bring the two parts of this city closer together, so 

that all the inhabitants of all of Berlin can enjoy the benefits 

that such a great world metropolis deserves. 

We and our French and British partners are prepared to help 

sponsor international meetings in this city. We want Berlin to 

regain its rightful place as a world conference center. Why 

shouldn't important world conferences -- dealing with human 

rights, or arms control, or other forms of cooperation -- be held 

in both parts of Berlin? 

In many other ways, Berlin should be a place for greater human 

contact. Let's not wait another 750 years for people to get 

together. There should be international sports competition of 

all kinds taking place in the city -- perhaps even a future 

Olympic Garnes shared between East and West Berlin. 
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Let's brini yo~ng people together now. We would be pleased to 

sponsor summer youth exchanges, cultural events in the American 

sector, and other programs for young Germans from East Berlin. 

we think the French and British and Berlin authorities would be 

pleased to do the same. Perhaps some sponsoring authority can be 

found in East Berlin to invite West Berlin youth across the 

Brandenburg Gate for week-long programs of sports, or 

sightseeing, or just discussion. 

Let's not talk about openness, Mr. Gorbachev; let's make it a 

reality right here in Berlin. 

And let's improve the ties of this city with both Eastern and 

Western Europe. One way is to improve air service to Berlin, for 

effective air connections are the key to the economic health of 

any modern city. The United States is ready to find ways to make 

commercial air service to and from Berlin through the established 

air corridors safer, more comfortable, and more economical. We 

need to connect Berlin to important cities in Southern, Northern, 

Eastern and Western Europe. Why shouldn't Berlin be an aviation 

hub in Central Europe? 

All these are goals that we may not achieve in one, or even five 

years -- but they are goals to which we set our sights as proof 

of our determination to help this city move forward. These are 

goals shared by our British and French Allies, and by German 

authorities with whom we are working in the closest harmony. 



... 
7C 

So I lay down this challenge to Mr. Gorbachev: Let us address 

the real source of tension in Europe. Arms reduction is 

important to all of us, but the weapons are the symptom of the 

security problem in Europe, not its cause. The real issue is 

freedom. The real source of tension is the artificial, 

unnecessary, unnatural, and inhuman division of Europe, caused by 

one thing and one thing only: the implantation of Soviet 

military power into the heart of Central Europe against the will 

• 
of those peoples in whose countries those forces remain. 

Twenty-six years after the Wall was built, it's time for that 

Wall to come down. 

Twelve years after the Helsinki accords, it's time to remove all 

the barriers to the free movement of people, ideas, and 

information across the continent of Europe. 

Forty-two years after the end of the war, why should Germans 

or any other peoples of Central Europe -- be treated like 

prisoners in their own lands? 



(: 

I 
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~erlin alternating between the two partiof-the- city. As c--..._ 

'., ~d

1

signal, I am willing -- I am eager -- to schedule arms / 

' contr~gotiations in the two sectors of this city. Perhaps as 
~ -' . 

. a further sign.al the Berlin Senat could invite the United Nations 

to hold conferenc~ here in Berlin. 
'· ' . 

i 
I 

As a signal of immense importance, tog¢er with our British 
,, 

~nd French allies, the Uni't.ed States Wikl 

Aegotiate new air corridor :~reeme~-{;or 

in coming weeks 

Berlin. These 
I . , 

a~reements will open Berlin stu<further 
/ 

to East and West alike. 

If you will permit me, 'one final -,suggestion. Sport 
. . 

represents a source of _enjoyment _and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the .Republic of Korea -- South _Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in th~ North. What better way to signal goo~~l toward 

the East _~- what better way to signal to the world the openness 

of some coming year to hold the Olympic 

r-lin, East: e:nd West? -- - · ----

-1cazs ag~ it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin 

that was under siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon 

this city, Berlin stands secure in its liberty. 

freedom itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines:~ P,././,efteina, Braail, 

And today 

•~ across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth&€ even eh.a Peeple1:1 1 R.spccbllc O! Chiue: ft&£. 

q9~5••~R~e~e~a~i~11~,p~o~r~t~a~ftMe-t1&~a~uJ.-..lf~~~a~a~aQQGmm6\~~ In the industrialized nations, an 

I 
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i..t,..,'IMI.,-.. 
teahPolagi.••l revolution is taking place -- a revolution marked 

esonorni C iiTPY&b p of i V (1/i ,oar j On usa iinne:;rtion, the Sovi@t "uiell 

~ases a chgjce H .... make faudwneubas ·••ng••· 8• ... uj }l 

~••••• obsotecl!r. </I" 
<fhe Sewiets 1!hemseloes may ee eemituJ 1!e 1tftde:r9eana i!hii) We 

hear much from Mosco-t::lout a new policy of openness and 

t~~f;_'.,;f,r,:" ~- to use tit• R,oooi•• •ea, •9~eo•..:!!) Some 
~ tJ" 

political prisoners have been released. ~ R •~ broadcasts are no 
(~ .,~...._,-r ~r~ 

longer jammed. Q;e15,aa:i.11 a:w,J.~ enterprises~•. e bee~ permitted to 

operate with greater /:.= "f'rea aeate eentre~ 

\ 
\ 
) 

I 
! 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 
; f.., ~ -.v-. "? , Vi~ ,r/w .,J. 'rHI w.CL I. M.l'f-~ k 11., • t"I Jm ~ f-
'._ ~t,;ito, Or are they token gestures r '(hi}~e,uia ift li,;;:r,a pJrt to ..1 I 
\ f..tcJ" t•A~y~ lh- ~'"e. ,tt-.1 'rl~ u+-.~ ~ 'M.4/lctL-~~/ ()"-,~ f. ~-r ~ J 

"'--... ;n,i&a faiee hepea iR t,;~Hest? A It is impossible to tell. __/ 

/ --But there is ·;ne sign the Soviets can-mal<e -th~be - -

uruni akable. . ~ _,,,,,,., 

l
' Gorbachev, 15 d~ys ' ago, you were in 

/,--
i Berlin. Now to you: If~ truly seek peace, come back. 

\ If you truly seek prosp ·-6tor the Soviet Union and Eastern ,,. 
__./ · 

Europe, come ba~'If you seek liberalization -- if you 
1 

truly se~snost • -- come back:--....___,,,, 

· ~e here, to this gate. -..._ ,~ 

/ Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses 

l9pen this gate.i Herr Gorbachev, tear 

Tor auf. ·--,~r. Gorbachev, 

down this wa~....____ 
---~----/ 
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In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. {:ou have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockadeJToday 

the city thrives in spite of the challenge implicit in the very 

presence of this !All. 

What keeps you here? What persuades you to stay when you 

could so easily travel to the West? {!spoke earlier of "Berliner 

schnauze,• and of cours~Jhere is a great deal to be said for 

your fortitude, for your defiant courage. 

' But I believe ia •• ther~ga. something deeper. 
A 

that inooi~s Berlip.P.9 whelc l:ook and feel and way 

I~~ 
Camell~ 

of li-fc. iot 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 
f:::- · ~t- 11 ~f- S"7f- ~rr,,tt'tl/ 

completely disabused of illusions. l:~me~hiAg inst~ad, · somet~ing 

l~ftr ~~-- ~~1ftefe~-fft,:;_n-€~/rn't~ c~s~{s~o fOY'~~Jt,-,, 
e;rf Aw...t.- ,L.J1"'- .r., 8ri 1'-,,lt / fre k£'9,, ~ ~ Y-M.\.., >. 
a~ ___ --1'._ha.t, __ stubbornly_..refuses to abandon this good and 

proud city to a -surroundi-fl<J presence that is merely- -brutishJ 
j.~~ Mre, 

Something that speaks with a voice of powerful affirmation --
/' /\ 

that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. 

In a word, I-€@ 1:11~ submit that what keeps you in Berlin is 

love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 
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The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19_, the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon •unter den Linden• (the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the ta~lest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. •This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality.• 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For in the end it 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
JUNE 12, 1987 

President von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor 

Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, John 

Kennedy became the first American President to visit Berlin, 

speaking to the people of this city and the world at the Rudolph 

Wilde Platz. Since then, every President has come in his turn to 

Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunwald and Tiergarten. Most of all, by your courage and 

friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene Dietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

•1ch hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." [•I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being 

broadcast as well in the East -- that Berlin television can be 

seen as far to the southeast as Prague, as far to the northeast 

as Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: There is only one Berlin. Do f\l'\. ft-~~h 7 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic to the Harz Mountains it cuts across 

Germany in one continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard 

towers, dog runs, and gun emplacements. In places farther south, 

there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is the question of mankind itself that 

remains open. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find a wasteland. Eighty 

thousand lay dead. One building in five had been destroyed and 

the streets were choked with rubble. Food was scarce. For fuel, 

Berliners were forced to cut down trees throughout the city 

these trees we see in the Tiergarten today are all new growths. 

Thousands of miles away, the free people of the United 

States reached out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, 

Secretary of State George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago 

this week: 11 Our policy is directed not against any country or 

doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: •The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World.• 

•[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

rebirth. 

In the Federal Republic of Germany, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtshaftwunder." Adenauer, Erhard, and 
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others understood the practical importance of liberty -- that 

just as truth can flourish only when the journalist is given 

freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 

farmer and businessman enjoy economic freedom. The German 

leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, lowered taxes. 

From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in the Federal 

Republic more than doubled. 

Here in Berlin there took place a transformation. Where 

four decades ago there was rubble, today there is the greatest 

industrial output of any city in Germany; busy office blocks; 

fine homes and apartments; proud avenues and the spreading lawns 

of parkland. Where a city's culture seemed to have been 

destroyed, today there are two universities, an opera and a 

philharmonic orchestra, countless theaters and museums. Where 

there was want, today there is abundance -- food, clothing, 

automobiles; the luxury goods of the Ku'damm~trass~ even home 

computers. 

Che future holds still greater prosperity as we strive to 

implement more fully the provisions of the Quadripartite 

Agreement -- especially those that call for ties between the 

Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin -- and as we 

negotiate new air corridor agreements that will open Berlin to 

all Europe.\ 

~ "wirdhaftwunder" in the Federal Republic? Yes, and here 

in Berlin, a "wirtstadtwunder" (city-wide economic miracle]. 

From the rubble -- from the utter ruin you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 
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greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on:] 

~erliner schnauze. 

[•Berliner schnauze• is 

Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, •chutzpah.• •und mit herz• means •and with 

heart.•1J 

coon after the War, Khruschev predicted: "We will bury 

you. Then, some feared him right -- feared that despite its 

moral bankruptcy, the totalitarian system would prove more 

prosperous and efficient than our own. Today there can be no 

such doubts.J 

In the West, we see a free world that has achieved a level 

of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. 

In the East, we see failure. Technological backwardness. 

Declining standards of health. Even want of the most basic 

kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still cannot feed 

itself. In East Germany, at harvest time, the news announcers 

still speak, to use the well-known phrase, of "the battle to 

bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

@~iheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the victor.Q 

~ Soviets themselves may be coming to understand the 

importance of freedom:-'\ We hear much from Moscow about a new 
~ t OY\/VVd '- r-,f,y~ 

policy of openness and ligeral-i~a..t.ien t.:- to use the Russian term, 
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"glasnost.• Some political prisoners have been released. B.B.C. 

broadcasts are no longer jammed. Certain small enterprises have 

been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state 

control.J 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

7 
r;-_ w,·/1 4.1./ ( ud .fp ~ NH k.-. •'j "'- h-e+ 

state? Or are they ~oken gestures, l.!?tended 6nly to raise false 
.k-,,,a.i. 1ot,-<'1? Ov-11-rl- 11-t 1 ,~..,,~ ~," -1-o 'NV!4 -L ~ ,--i+ u~.~ ~-v, 

hopes in the West_?) It is impossible to tell. -,·-·v· . 

But there is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace,t_ome to 

Berlin. If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 

liberalization~- if you 
'-

Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek 
-- , ,t,,,.. d.nV'tto ~r~ t~ Yl' h A ..-VWl1t 

u,~-½ :-+ Ix,;..,..."'<-< V, 01..; ., /,,ifrJJ ,i, 
~v'/1'1,/t~ c,1 +- i""' -✓/ # E"""'r". 

seek "glasnost" come to Berli~ 

Come he're, to this gate. 
~ ("2-( r-":1--~ FJ~~J ,YI fe~ . 

Herr Gorbachev, reissen Sie diese Mauer neider. en,+.-, I NTv ,tt...~ l,...,.,r 

[Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.] 

l!!;1ile we watch and wait, we in the West must force the 

Soviets to deal with their internal problems, not attempt to flee 

them by expanding still more. For make no mistake: The Soviet 

Union today represents the only remaining expansionist power on 

Earth. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable strength. 

And yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest our 

goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides.:) 

Only 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

As the Alliance weighed its response, there were difficult 
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days -- days of protests like those that took place during my 

1982 visit to this city. 

But the Alliance held firm, moving to counter the Soviet 

threat. And I invite those who protested then -- I invite those 

who protest today -- to mark this fact: Because we remained 

strong, the Soviets came to the table. Because we remained 

strong, today we are engaged in talks that promise not arms 

limitations, but verifiable arms reductions. 

The resolve to defend ourselves, the determination to reduce 

the nuclear threat -- our Strategic Defense Initiative makes both 

clear. In East and West alike, today nuclear strategy is based 

upon the threat of massive retaliation. The Strategic Defense 

Initiative holds out the hope of a fundamental change -- the hope 

that we might soon be able to destroy nuclear missiles aimed at 

Europe or North America before they strike their targets. As I 

have stated before, when we develop this technology, we will make 

it available to the Soviet Union -- the shield-bearer offering a 

shield to its opponent. 

The Soviets themselves have been at work on strategic 

defenses for more than a decade. For our part, we have at our 

disposal the technological resources of the West. Let us use 

them. Let us make possible for both sides a defense based not 

upon the ability to wreak vast ruin upon the world's populations, 

but upon the ability to save human life. Let us labor together 

to build simply this: A defense that truly defends. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 
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President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And 

freedom itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the Peoples' Republic of China has 

granted important new freedoms. In the industrialized nations, a 

technological revolution is taking place -- a revolution marked 

by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reach out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Governing Mayor Diepgen, with your approval, I will propose 

to the Soviets that, at the conclusion of the Vienna Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, we hold a second meeting 

here in Berlin, alternating between the two parts of the city. I 

am also willing -- I am also eager -- to schedule arms control 

negotiations in the two sectors of this city. Perhaps the Berlin 

Senat could invite the United Nations to hold conferences here in 

Berlin. 
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And one final suggestion. Sport represents a source of 

enjoyment and ennoblement, and I note that the Republic of 

Korea -- South Korea -- has offered to permit certain events of 

the 1988 Olympics to take place in the North. What better way to 

show goodwill toward the East -- what better way to demonstrate 

to the world the rebirth of this city -- than to hold the 1992 

Olympics in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenge implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead, something 

that sees the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to 

accept them. That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and 

proud city to a surrounding presence that is merely brutish. 

Something that speaks with a voice of powerful affirmation -­

that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. 
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In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in Berlin is 

love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 
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As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer wird den Vormarsch der Freiheit nicht aufhalten 

konnen. [The wall cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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May 20, 1987 
4:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
JUNE 12, 1987 

President von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor 

Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, John 

Kennedy became the first American President to visit Berlin, 

speaking to the people of this city and the world at the Rudolph 

Wilde Platz. Since then, every President has come in his turn to 

Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunwald and Tiergarten. Most of all, by your courage and 

friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene Dietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being 

broadcast as well in the East -- that Berlin television can be 

seen as far to the southeast as Prague, as far to the northeast 

as Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic to the Harz Mountains it cuts across 

Germany in one continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard 

towers, gun emplacements, and dog runs. In places farther south, 

there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is the question of mankind itself that 

remains open. 



Page 3 

Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find a wasteland. Eighty 

thousand lay dead. One building in five had been destroyed and 

the streets were choked with rubble. Food was scarce. For fuel, 

Berliners were forced to cut down trees throughout the city 

these trees we see in the Tiergarten today are all new growths. 

Thousands of miles away, the free people of the United 

States reached out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, 

Secretary of State George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago 

this week: "Our policy is directed not against any country or 

doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my generation can 

remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, the Low Countries -- each saw political 

and economic rebirth. 

In the Federal Republic of Germany, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtshaftwunder." Adenauer, Erhard, and 
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others understood the practical importance of liberty -- that 

just as truth can flourish only when the journalist is given 

freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 

farmer and businessman are granted economic freedom. The German 

leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, lowered taxes. 

From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in the Federal 

Republic more than doubled. 

Here in Berlin there took place a transformation. Where 

four decades ago there was rubble, today there is the greatest 

industrial output of any city in Germany; fine homes and 

apartments; busy office blocks; proud avenues and the spreading 

lawns of parkland. Where a city's culture seemed to have been 

destroyed, today there are two universities, countless museums 

and theaters, an opera and an orchestra. Where there was want, 

today there is abundance -- food, clothing, automobiles; the 

luxury goods of the Ku'darnrn Strasse; even home computers. 

The future holds still greater prosperity as we strive to 

implement more fully the provisions of the Quadripartite 

Agreement -- especially those that call for ties between the 

Federal Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin -- and as we 

negotiate new air corridor agreements that will open Berlin to 

all Europe. 

A "wirtshaftwunder" in the Federal Republic? Yes, and here 

in Berlin, a "wirtstadtwunder" [city-wide economic miracle]. 

From the rubble -- from the utter ruin you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 
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greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und rnit herz. 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage 

mixed with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und rnit herz" means "and 

with heart."] 

Soon after the War, Khruschev predicted: "We will bury 

you." Then, some feared him right -- feared that despite its 

moral bankruptcy, the totalitarian system would prove more 

prosperous and efficient than our own. Today there can be no 

such doubts. 

In the West, we see a free world that has achieved a level 

of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. 

In the East, we see failure. Technological backwardness. 

Declining standards of health in the Soviet Union itself. Even 

want of the most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union 

still cannot feed itself. In East Germany, at harvest time, the 

news announcers still speak of "the battle to bring in the 

crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

[Freedom is the victor.] 

The Soviets themselves may be corning to understand the 

importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new 
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policy of openness and liberalization -- to use the Russian term, 

"glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. B.B.C. 

broadcasts are no longer jammed. Certain small enterprises have 

been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state 

control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? It is impossible to tell. 

But there is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

Berlin. If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 

Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come here, to this wall. 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. 

[Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate.] 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must force the 

Soviets to deal with their internal problems, not attempt to flee 

them by expanding their empire still more. For make no mistake: 

The Soviet Union today represents the only remaining 

expansionist -- the only remaining imperialist -- power on Earth. 

so we must maintain defenses of unassailable strength. And yet 

it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest our goodwill. 

So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Only 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 
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nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

As the Alliance weighed its response, there were difficult 

days -- days of protests like those that took place during my 

1982 visit to this city. 

But the Alliance held firm, moving to counter the Soviet 

threat. And I invite those who protested then -- I invite those 

who protest today -- to mark this fact: Because we remained 

strong, the Soviets came to the table. Because we remained 

strong, today we are engaged in talks that promise not arms 

limitations, but verifiable arms reductions. 

The resolve to defend ourselves, the determination to reduce 

the nuclear threat -- our Strategic Defense Initiative makes both 

clear. In East and West alike, today nuclear strategy is based 

upon the threat of massive retaliation. The Strategic Defense 

Initiative holds out the hope of a fundamental change -- the hope 

that we might soon be able to destroy nuclear missiles aimed at 

Europe or North America before they strike their targets. As I 

have stated before, when we develop this technology, we will make 

it available to the Soviet Union -- the shield-bearer offering a 

shield to its opponent. 

The Soviets themselves have been at work on strategic 

defenses for more than a decade. For our part, we have at our 

disposal the technological resources of the West. Let us use 

them. Let us make possible for both sides a defense based not 

upon the ability to wreak vast ruin upon the world's populations, 

but upon the ability to save human life. Let us labor together 

to build simply this: 
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Eine Verteidigung, die verteidigt. 

[A defense that defends.] 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And 

freedom itself is transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the Peoples' Republic of China has 

granted important new freedoms. In the industrialized nations, a 

technological revolution is taking place -- a revolution marked 

by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reach out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Governing Mayor Diepgen, with your approval, I will propose 

to the Soviets that, at the conclusion of the Vienna Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, we hold a second meeting 

here in Berlin, alternating between the two parts of the city. I 
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am also willing -- I am also eager -- to schedule arms control 

negotiations in the two sectors of this city. And perhaps the 

Berlin Senat could invite the United Nations to hold conferences 

here in Berlin. 

One final suggestion. Sport represents a source of 

enjoyment and ennoblement, and I note that the Republic of 

Korea -- South Korea -- has offered to permit certain events of 

the 1988 Olympics to take place in the North. What better way to 

show goodwill toward the East -- what better way to demonstrate 

to the world the rebirth of this city -- than to hold the 1992 

Olympics in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenge implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead, something 

that sees the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to 
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accept them. That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and 

proud city to a surrounding presence that is merely brutish. 

Something that speaks with a voice of powerful affirmation -­

that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. 

In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in Berlin is 

love -- love both profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 

backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 
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paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall, words that answer the German 

question. "This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

conquer freedom. It cannot conquer faith. 

Die Mauer kann keine Liebe erorbern. 

[The wall cannot conquer love.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 



(Robinson) 
May 20, 1987 
2:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
JUNE 12, 1987 

President von Weizsaecker, Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor 

Diepgen, ladies and gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, John 

Kennedy became the first American President to visit Berlin, 

speaking to the people of this city and the world at the Rudolph 

Wilde Platz. Since then, every President has come in his turn to 

Berlin. Today I myself make my second visit to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunwald and Tiergarten. Most of all, by your courage and 

friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene Dietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being 

broadcast as well in the East -- that Berlin television can be 

seen as far to the southeast as Prague, as far to the northeast 

as Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic to the Harz Mountains it cuts across 

Germany in one continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard 

towers, gun emplacements, and dog runs. In places farther south, 

there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed 

guards and checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the 

right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men 

and women the will of totalitarian states. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is the question of mankind itself that 

remains open. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this month of May in 1945, the people of Berlin emerged 

from their air-raid shelters to find a wasteland. Eighty 

thousand lay dead. One building in five had been destroyed and 

the streets were choked with rubble. Food was scarce. For fuel, 

Berliners were forced to cut down trees throughout the city 

these trees we see in the Tiergarten today are all new growths. 

Thousands of miles away, the free people of the United 

States reached out to help. In announcing the Marshall Plan, 

Secretary of State George Marshall stated precisely 40 years ago 

this week: "Our policy is directed not against any country or 

doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my generation can 

remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, the Low Countries -- each saw political 

and economic rebirth. 

In the Federal Republic of Germany, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtshaftwunder." Adenauer, Erhard, and 



Page 4 

others understood the practical importance of liberty -- that 

just as truth can flourish only when the journalist is given 

freedom of speech, so prosperity can come about only when the 

farmer and businessman are granted economic freedom. The German 

leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free trade, lowered taxes. 

From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of living in the Federal 

Republic more than doubled. 

Here in Berlin there took place a transformation. Where 

four decades ago there was rubble, today there is the greatest 

industrial output of any city in Germany; fine homes and 

apartments; busy office blocks; proud avenues and the spreading 

lawns of parkland. Where a city's culture seemed to have been 

destroyed, today there are two universities, countless museums 

and theaters, an opera, and an orchestra. Where there was want, 

today there is abundance -- food, clothing, automobiles; the 

luxury goods of the Ku'darnrn Strasse; even home computers. 

A "wirtshaftwunder" in the Federal Republic? Yes, and here 

in Berlin, a "wirtstadtwunder." From the rubble -- from the 

utter ruin -- you Berliners have in freedom rebuilt a city that 

once again ranks as one of the greatest on Earth. The Soviets 

may have had other plans. But, my friends, there was one thing 

the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

Soon after the War, Khruschev predicted: "We will bury 

you." Then, some feared him right -- feared that despite its 

moral bankruptcy, the totalitarian system would prove more 
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prosperous and efficient than our own. Today there can be no 

such doubts. 

In the West, we see a free world that has achieved a level 

of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. 

In the East, we see failure. Technological backwardness. 

Declining standards of health in the Soviet Union itself. Even 

want of the most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union 

still cannot feed itself. In East Germany, at harvest time, the 

news announcers still speak of "the battle to bring in the 

crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

[Freedom is the victor.] 

The Soviets themselves may be coming to understand the 

importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow about a new 

policy of openness and liberalization -- to use the Russian term, 

"glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. B.B.C. 

broadcasts are no longer jammed. Certain small enterprises have 

been permitted to operate with greater freedom from state 

control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? It is impossible to tell. 
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But there is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

Berlin. If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 

Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come here, to this wall. 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. 

[Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate.] 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must force the 

Soviets to deal with their internal problems, not attempt to flee 

them by expanding their empire still more. Make no mistake: The 

Soviet Union today represents the only remaining expansionist 

the only remaining imperialist -- power on Earth. So we must 

maintain defenses of unassailable strength. Yet it is our nature 

as free peoples to make manifest our goodwill. So we must strive 

to reduce arms on both sides. 

Only 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

As the Alliance weighed its response, there were difficult 

days -- days of protests like those that took place during my 

1982 visit to this city. 

But the Alliance held firm, moving to counter the Soviet 

threat. And I invite those who protested to mark this fact: 

Because we remained strong, the Soviets came to the table. 
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Because we remained strong, today we are engaged in talks that 

promise not arms limitations, but verifiable arms reductions. 

The resolve to defend ourselves, the determination to reduce 

the nuclear threat -- our Strategic Defense Initiative makes both 

clear. In both East and West, today nuclear strategy is based 

upon the threat of massive retaliation. The Strategic Defense 

Initiative holds out the hope of a fundamental change -- the hope 

that we might soon be able to destroy nuclear missiles aimed at 

Europe or North America before they struck their targets. As I 

have stated before, once we possessed this technology, we would 

make it available to the Soviet Union -- the shield-bearer 

offering a shield to its opponent. 

The Soviets themselves have been at work on strategic 

defenses for more than a decade. For our part, we have at our 

disposal the technological resources of the West. Let us use 

them. Let us make possible for both sides a defense based not 

upon the ability to wreak vast ruin upon the world's populations, 

but upon the ability to save each human life. Let us labor 

together to build simply this: 

[In German] A defense that defends. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And 

freedom itself is transforming the globe. 
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In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America; democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the Peoples' Republic of China has 

granted important new freedoms. In the industrialized nations, a 

technological revolution is taking place -- a revolution marked 

by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reach out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, sharing 

the fruits of freedom with those to whom it has been denied. 

Governing Mayor Diepgen, with your approval, I will propose 

to the Soviets that, at the conclusion of the Vienna Conference 

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, we hold a second meeting 

here in Berlin, alternating between the two parts of the city. I 

am also willing -- I am also eager -- to schedule arms control 

negotiations in the two sectors of this city. And perhaps the 

Berlin Senat could invite the United Nations to hold conferences 

here in Berlin. 

One final suggestion. Sport represents a source of 

enjoyment and ennoblement, and I note that the Republic of 

Korea -- South Korea -- has offered to permit certain events of 

the 1988 Olympics to take place in the North. What better way to 
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show goodwill toward the East -- what better way to demonstrate 

to the world the rebirth of this city -- than to hold the 1992 

Olympics in Berlin, East and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenge implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. It 

is not mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without 

being completely disabused of illusions. Instead, it is 

something that sees the difficulties of life in Berlin but 

chooses to accept them. That stubbornly refuses to abandon this 

good and proud city to a surrounding presence that is merely 

brutish. That speaks with a voice of powerful affirmation -­

that says yes to this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. 

In a word, I would submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to worship, to love. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

· ·to the East in a ges·ture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden." But something 

was different. The cross -- the cross the figure had borne aloft 

for nearly 150 years -- that cross was gone. In its place was a 

Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

Eastern authorities have been working to correct what they view 

as the tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top 

with paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet --even today when the 

sun strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -­

the light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall that I believe answer the German 

question. "This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality." 

Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

conquer freedom. It cannot conquer faith. 
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Die Mauer kann keine Liebe erorbern. 

[The Wall cannot conquer love.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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DATE OF VISIT PRESIOENT COUNTRY REMARKS 

1944 September 11-16 Roosevelt, F.O. Canada: Second Quebec Conference 
Quebec with British Prime Minister 

Churchill. 

1945 February 2 Roosevelt, F.O. United Kingdo111: Malta Conference with Prime 
Malta Minister Churchill. 

1945 February 3-12 Roosevelt, F.O. u.s.s.R.: Yalta Conference with Soviet 
Yalta Premier Stalin and British 

Prime Minister Churchill. 

1945 February 13-15 Roosevelt, F.D. E9rrt: Met with King Farouk 
reat Bitter Ethiopian E111peror Haile 

Lake Suez Selassie, Saudi Arabian King 
Canal, Alexandria lbn Saud, and British Prime 

Ministe~ Churchill. 

-

1945 February 18 Roosevelt, F.l). - · France-: Briefed U.S. Ambassadors to 
A1r,ria, the United Kingdom, France, 

lgiers and Italy on the Yalta 
Conference. 

1945 July 15 Truman Belgium: Disembarked en route to 
Antwerp, Brussels Potsdam. 

1945 July 16-August 1 Truman Gen11any: Potsdam Conference with 
· Potsclam British Prime Ministers 

Churchill and Attlee and 
Soviet Premier Stalin. 

1945 August 2 -Truman United Kingd0111: Informal meeting with King 
Plymouth George VI. 

1947 March 3-6 Truman Mexico: State visit; met with 
Mexico D.F. President A eman. 

1947 June 10-12 Truman Canada: Official visit; met with 
Ottawa Governor General Alexander 

and Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King. 

1947 Septent>er 1-7 Truman Brazil: State visit; addressed Rio 
Rio de Janeiro Conference and Brazilian 

Congress. 

1952 Oece~er 2-5 Eisenhower (E) Korea: Visit to Korean combat zone. 
Seoul 

1953 October 19 Eisenhower Mexico: Oedicated Falcon Dam. 
Nuevo Guerrero 

1953 November 13-15 Eisenhower Canada: State vis1ti addressed joint 
Ottawa session of arliament. . . .. . . 

• .. 
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OA1'! 0, VISIT PRESIDENT COUNTRY REMARKS 

' 

1960 May 19-20 Eisenhower Portugal: Official visit; met with 
Lis on President Thomaz. 

1960 Jun• 14-16 Eisenhower Ph11 ipvines: State visit; met with 
Mani a President Garcia. 

1960 Jun• 18-19 Eisenhower Re~ublic of China: 
aipei 

Met with President Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

1960 Jun• 19-20 Eisenhower Korea: Met with Prime Minister 
Seoul Chung and addressed the 

National Assembly. 

1960 October 24 Eisenhower Mexico: Informal visit; met with 
Ciudad Acuna President Lopez Mateos. 

1961 May )6-18 Kennedy Canada: State ~isit; addressed joint 
Ottawa session of Parliament. . 

l961 May 31-June 3 Kennedy France: State visit; addressed North 
Paris Atlantic Council and met 

with President Oe Gaulle. 

1961 June 3-4 Kennedy Austria: ·· Met with President Schaerf 
Vienna and held talks with Soviet 

Premier Khrushchev. 

1961 June 4-S Kennedy · United Kingdom: Private visit; met with 
London Queen Elizabeth II and Prime 

Minister Macmillan. 

1961 December 16-17 Kennedy Venezuela: Met with President 
Caracas Betancourt. 

1961 0ecenoer 17 Kennedy Colombia: Met with President Lleras 
Bogota Camargo. 

1961 0ecem1>er 21-22 Kennedy United Kingdom: Met with Prime Minister 
Bermuda Macmillan. 

1962 June 29-July 1 Kennedy Mexico: State visit; met with 
Mexico D.F. President Lopez Mateos. 

- United Kingdom: 1962 December 18-21 Kennedy Conferred with Prime 
- The . Bahamas. Minister Macmillan; 

Nassau concluded Nassau agreement 
on nuclear defense systems. 

1963 March 18-20 Kennedy Costa Rica: Attended Conference of 
San Jose Presidents of the Central 

American Republics. 
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L. DATE OF VISIT PRESIDENT 

1963 June 23-26 Kennedy 

1963 June 26-29 Kennedy 

1963 June 29-30 Kennedy 

1963 July 1-2 Kennedy 

1963 July 2- Kennedy 

1964 September 16 Johnson 

1966 April 14-15 ·Johnson-

1966 August 21-22 Johnson 

1966 October 19-20 Johnson 

1966 October 20-23 Johnson 

-1966 October 24-26 Johnson 

1966 October 26 Johnson 

COUNTRY 

Germany. Federal 
Republic of: 

Bonn. Cologne. 
Frankfurt. 
w i est>a dell_. 
Berlin. 

Ireland: 
Dublin. Wexford. 
Cork. Galway. 
Limerick 

United Kingdorri: 
Sussex. 

Birch Grove 

Italy: 
Rome. Naples 

Vatican City 

Canada: 
Vancouver 

Mexico: 
Mexico D.F. 

Canada: 
Campobello 
Island; 
Chamcook, N.B. 

New Zealand: 
Wellington 

Australia: 
Canberra. 
Melbourne. 
Sydney, 
Brisbane 
Townsvil le 

· Philippines: 
Manila, Los 
Banos, Corregidor 

Vietnam: 
Cam Ranh Bay 
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REMARKS 

Met with Chancellor Adenauer 
and other officials. 

Addressed Parliament and 
visited ancestral home. 

Informal visit with Prime 
Minister Macmillan at his 
home. 

Met with President Segni 
Jtalfan and NATO officials. -

_Audience .with Pope Paul· VI. 

Informal visi~; met with 
Prime Minister Pearson in 
ceremonies related to the 
Columbia River Treaty. 

Informal visit; met with 
. President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz. 

Laid cornerstone at 
Roosevelt-Campobello 
International Park and 
conferred informally with 
Prime Minister Pearson. 

State visit; met with Prime 
Minister Holyoake. 

State visit; met with 
· Governor General Casey and 

Prime Minister Holt. 

Attended sunrnit conference 
with the heads of state and 
government of Australia, 
Korea, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

Visited U.S. military 
personnel. 
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