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GUN CONTROL DISARMS THE HONEST CITIZEN, NOT THE CRIMINAL 

Los Ange les, Feb. 11, 1980---GOP presidential candidate Ronald Reagan 
i ssue d the following ~tatement concerning gun control from the national 
campaign headquarters: 

Ef for ts are growing at the federal level to further CClltrol or even ban handguns, oo 
the basis that such controls would reduce crine. I firmly ~pose these prqx>sals -
whether for registratioo or confiscation of fireanns; they 'WOUld not reduce crime, 
arrl oould seriously restrict the freedom of law-abiding citizens. 

NcM I yield to no one in my concern about crine, and especially about crines of 
violence. As Govern:>r of California for eight years, I struggled daily with that 
prc:bl em. I appointed jLrlges whan I believed 'WOUld be toogh on criminals. W:! awroved 
legislation making it nore diffiC11lt for persons with records of crirre or instability 
to purchase fireanns. 

We also \«.>rked to bring about swlft and certain p.mishrrent for persons guilty of crines. 
In particular, we inposed mandatory sentences for persons convicted of using firearms 
in the camri.ssion of serious crimes. And \Ile were able to reinstitute the death penalty 
for the nost grievous crines. 

However, I was convinced then and I remain CCllvinoed today that gun control is oot a 
solution to the crime problem. For instance, a Canbridge University stLrly of Great 
Britain's ban on fireanns fourrl no ascertainable effect on violence. Similarly, a 
fooerally furrled stLrly at the University of Wisconsin -- the nest sophisticated such 
study ever perforned -- coocloooo that "gun control laws have no Wividual or collective 
effect in reducing the rate of violent crirre.' 

M::>reover, gun control laws primrrily affect the law-abiding citizen. Criminals 'WOUld not 
cx:mply with anti-gtm laws, and i,;ould be able to obtain firearrrE anyway. Thus, gun control 
would disarm the h:nest citizen, rather than the criminal. As St. Louis University Law 
Professor Don Kates has noted: "Study after stLrly has shown that even if the average 
gun CMner canplioo with a ban, the one harrlgun owner out of 3,000 who nurders (much less 
the one in 500 who steals) is mt going to give up his guns." 

Finally, implerrentation of handgtm CClltrols could be only a first step ta-,ard further 
firearms controls, such as use restrictions or bans en long gtms. Such guns are an 
essential part of the ·livel.i.h::x:ld and recreatioo of sportS1ten arrl hunters; thegovernrrent 
has no right to take them cMay. Yet harrlgtm OC11trols could establish a significant ,­
and perhaps iq:-esistible -- µ:,litical precedent for their registration and ultimate ­
confi scation. -

'lhus, while no one can deny that we are facing a serious crirre problem, gun control is 
sinply an unrealistic arrl dangerous panacea. The rurden of rooucing crine nust be placed 
an the criroinal--through swifter enforoerrent, stiffer and certain punishrrent-rather than 
on the law-abiding citizen. Gun OC11trol would reverse this burden, and soould be rejected. 
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