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THE iVP.ITE HOUSE 

0 f ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 20, 1981 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
F PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

(12:00 NOON EST) 

THE NT: Senator Hatfield, Mr. Chief Justice, 
Mr. President, Vice Pre ident Bush, Vice President Mondale, Senator 
Baker, ·speaker O'Neill, Reverend Moomaw, and my fellow citizens: 
To a few of us here ~od y this is a solemn and most momentous 
occasion. And, yet, in the history of our nation it is a conunonplace 
occurrence. 

The orderl 
Constitution routinely 
and few of us stop to t 
many in the world, this 
is nothing less than a 

Mr. Presid 
you did to carry on thi 
transition process you 
united people pledged t 
individual liberty to a 
and your people for all 
is the bulwark of our R 

The busine 
States are confronted w 
We suffer from the long 
otr national history. 
thrift and crushes the 
alike. It threatens to 

transfer of authority as called for in the 
akes place, as it has for almost two centuries, 
ink how unique we really are. In the eyes of 
every-four-year ceremony we accept as normal 
iracle. 

our fellow citizens to know how much 
tradition. By your gracious cooperation in the 

ave shown a watching.world that we are a 
maintaining a political system which guarantees 

greater degree than any other, and I thank yo~ 
your help in maintaining the continuity which 
public. (Applause.) 

s of our nation goes forward. These United 
th an economic affliction of great proportions. 
st and one of th~ worst sustained inflations in 
t distorts our economic decisions, penalizes 
truggling young and the fixed-income elderly 
shatter the lives of millions of our people. · 

Idle indus tries have cast workers into unemployment, 
human misery, and persona l indignity. Those who do work are denied 
a fair return for their labor by a tax system which penalizes 
successft'l achievement an d keeps "us from maintaining full productivity . 

But great as our tax burden is, it has not kept pace with 
public spending. For decades we ~ave piled deficit upon deficit, 
mortgaging our future and our children's future for the temporary 
convenience of the pres ant. To continue this · long trend is to 
guarantee tremendous social, cultural, "political, and econoruc 
upheavals. 

You and I, as individuals, can, by borrowing, live 
beyond our means, but f or only a limited period of time. Why, then, 
should we think that collectively, as a nation, we 1 re not bound by 
that same limitation? 

MORE 
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We must act 
todnv in order to preserve tomorrow. And let there b~,misunderstanding 

.:..o we are going to begin to a t beginning today. , 

The economic ills we suffer have come upon us over several 
decades. They will not go away in days, weeks, or months, but they 
will go away. They will go away because we as Americans have the 
capacity now, as we have ad in the past, to do whatever needs to be 
done to preserve this las and greatest bastion of freedom. 

In this pres nt crisis, government is not the solution 
to our problem; governmen is the problem. 

From time have been tempted to believe that 
society has become too plex to be managed by self-rule, that govern-

' ment by an elite group superior to government for, by, and of the people 
But if no one among us i capable of governing himself, then who among 
us has · the capacity to go ern someone else? 

All of 
bear the burden. 
group singled out to pay 
groups. Well, our concer 
has been too long neglect 

It knows no 
divisions, and it crosses 
and ·women who raise our f 
factories, teach ?ur chil 
sick -- professionals, in 
and truck drivers. They 
called Americans. 

Well, this 
vigorous, growing econom 
Americans with no barrie 
America back to work mea 
inflation means freeing 
costs. All must share in 
all must share in the bo 
and fair play which are 
have a strong and propse 

So as we be 
has a government -- not 
among the nations of the 
that granted it by the p 
growth of government whi 
cons~nt of the governed. 

ether -- in and out of government -- must 
tions we seek must be equitable w~th no one 
higher price. We hear much of special interest 

be for a special interest group that 

boundaries or ethnic ·and racial 
political party lines. It is made up of men 
od, patrol our streets, man our mines and 
ren, keep our homes, and heal us when . we are 
ustrialists, shop keepers, clerks, cabbies; 

in short, "We the people," this breed 

ministration's objective will be a healthy 
that provides equal opportunities for all 

s born of bigotr~ . or discri~ination. Putting 
s putting all Americans back to work. Ending 
11 Americans from the terror of runaway living 
the productive work of this "new beginning," and · 
nty of a revived economy. With the iaealism .. 
he core of our system and our .strength, we can 

America at peace with itself and the world. 

in, let us t~ke inventory. ~e are a nation that 
he other way around. · And this makes us special 
earth. Our government has no power except 
op le. It is time to check and reverse the· 
h shows signs of having gro~n beyond the · 

It is my in ention to curb the size and influence of the 
Federal establishment an to demand recognition of the distinction between 
the powers granted to th Federal government and those rserved to the· 
states or to the people. {Applause.) All of us need to be reminded 
that the Federal governm nt did not create the states; the states 
created the Federal gove nment. {Applause.) 

MORE 



And so there will be no mi 
do away with government. 
not over us; to stand by o 
c::ln -">n~ JT\P~t: provide 
not stiffle it. 

If we look for t 
achieved so much, prospere 
here in this land we unlea 
to a greater eY.tent than h 
dignity of the individual 
in any other place on eart 
been high. But we 

3 -
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understanding, it's not my intention to 
t is rather to make it work -- work with us, 
r side, not ride on our back. Government 
unity, not smother it; foster p~oductivity, 

e answer as to why for so many years we 
as no other people on earth, it was because 

hed the energy and individual genius of man 
s ever been done befGre. Freedom and the 
ave been more available and assured here than 

The 'price for this freedom at times has 
er been unwilling to pay that price. 

It is no cotncid nee that our present· troubles oarallel 
and are proportionate to · e intervention and intrusion in our lives 
that result from unnecessary and excessive growth of government. 

It is time for 
nation to limit ourselves 
have us believ~ 3oomed to 
a fate that will fall on 
a fate that will fall on 

s to realize that we are too great a 
to small dreams. We're no~ as some would 
an inevitable decline. I do not believe in 
s no matter what we do. I do believe in 
s if we do nothing. 

So ,..,;t-.h ri11 the cr.eative energy at our cor:nmand, let us 
begin an era of -national · enewal . . · .. Let-u.c; . renew . our .. determinatioi:t, 
our courage, and our st re gth. And let us renew our faith. ·and our 
hope. We have every righ to dream heroic dreams. Those who say · 
that we're in a time when there are no heroes, they just don't know 
where to look. e heroes every day going in and out of 
factory gates. Others; a andful in number, produce enough food to 
feed all of us and then ~ e world be¥ond. 

You meet heroes 
of that counte~. There a 
faith in an idea who crea 
individuals and families 
whose voluntary gifts sup 
education. Their patriot 
our natiopal life. 

cross a counter. And they're on both sides 
e entrepreneurs with faith in themselves and 
e new jobs, new wealth and opportunity. They're . 
hose taxes support the government and 
ort church, charity, culture, art, and 
sm is quiet but deep. Their values sustain 

No~ I .. -have·- :~se~_:_ .. rh~- ~ords~ . "t.h~y "::_- a~n·~- _:,~~~i~-" - in::- .spe-~king. of 
these heroes. +. coul¢1 sa ; :·!'yqu II and . ~·y9u:r II because -I '·m andressing the 
heroes of whom I- spea~ . -- . you , - the ~itizens pf _this_ .. ,bies·s·ed land:_. __ _ 
Your dreams, your hopes, our goals are going to be the dreams, the 
ho.pes and the goals of th's administration, so help me God. (Applause ) 

We shall reflect the compassion . that is so much a part of your 
makeup. How can 
And loving thE·m 
sick, and provide 
be equal in fact 

we love ur country and not love our countrymen? 
reach out a hand wheri they fall, heal them when they're 
opportunity to make them self-sufficient so they will 
and not just in theory? 

Can we solve th problems confronting us? Well, the answer is 
an unequivolcal and emph tic yes. To paraphrase Winston Churchill, I 
did not take 

MORE 
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the oath I have just tak n with the intention of presiding over the 
dissolution of the world's strongest economy. 

In the days 
that have slowed our eco 
taken aimed at restoring 
government. Progress ma 
miles, but we will progr 
giant, to get government 
punitive tax burden, and 
these principles · there w 

On the eve 
might have been one of t 
Joseph Warren, President 
fellow Americans, "Our . c 
of ... On you depend the f 
important question u~on 
millions yet unborn. Ac 

Well, I bel 
to act worthy of ourselv 
happiness and liberty fo 
children, and as we rene 
as having greater streng 
the exemplar of freedom 
now have freedom. 

ahead I will propose removing 1.-he roadb.LocKs· 
omy and reduced productivity. Steps will be 
the balance between the various levels of 
be slow, measured in inches and feet, not 

ss. It is time to reawaken this industri~l 
back within its means, and to lighten our 
these will be our first priorities, and on 
11 be no compromise. (Applause.) 

f our str~ggle for independence a man who 
e greatest among the founding fathers, Dr. 
of .the Massachusetts Congress, said to his 
untry is in danger, but not to be despaired 
rtunes of America. You are to decide the 
hich rests the happiness and the liberty of 

worthy of yourselves." 

eve we, the Americans .of today, are ready 
s, ready to do what must be done to ensure 
ourselves, our childrenr and our childreri's 
ourselves here in our own land we will be seen 

h throughout the world. We will again be 
nd the beacon of hope for those who do not 

To those ne"ghbors and allies who share our freedom, 
we will strengthen our h"storic ties and assure them of our support 
and firm commitment. We will match loyalty wi.th loyalty. We will strive 
for mutually beneficial elations. We will not use our -friendship to 
impose on their ty, for our own sovereignty is not for sale. 

As for the ne"P.'lies of freedom, those who are potential 
adversaries, they will e reminded that peace is the highest aspiration 
of the American people. We will negotiate for itr sacrifice for it; 
we will not surrender f o r it . now or ever. (Applause. 

Our forbea r ance should :never be misunderstood. Our 
reluctance for conflict should no,t.: be misjudged as a failure of wiil:· 
Vfuen action is required to preser'l.["e ~OUr national Security I We ·.will.· act. 
\'le will maintain suffici ent streng-.th to prevail if need· be,- icnowing ~ -­
that if we do so we have the best -chance of never having to · use that- · :~--_ 

strength. 

Above all \ ·(e must realize that no arsenal or no weapon in 
the arsenals of the world is so formidable as the will and moral 
courage of free men ~nd women. It is a weapon our adversaries in · 
,today 's world do not have . It is a weapon. that we as Americans do have. 
Let· that be unders.tood by those who practice terrorism and prey ·upon 
their neighbors. (Appla use.) 

I am told that tens of thousands of prayer meetings are 
being held on this day, and for that I 'm deeply grateful. We are a natior 

MORE 
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under God, and I believe od intended for us to be free. It would 
be fitting and good, I th"hk, if each Inaugural Day in future years 
iL ;:,houlu Le: Ucl;lartd a. d y of prayer. 

This is the irst time in ~ur history that this ceremony 
has been held, 
Standing here, 
special beauty 
shrines to the 

been told, on this West Front of the Capitol. 
one faces magnificent vista, opening up on this -city's 
and histor . At the end of this open mall are those 
giants on hose shoulders we stand. 

Directly in 
George Washington, Father 
greatness reluctantly. H 
into infant nationhood. 

ront of me, the monument to a monumental man, 
of our country. A man of humility who came to 

led America out of revolutionary victory 

Off to one ~ de, the stately memorial to Thomas Jefferson. 
The Declaration of Indepa dence flames with his eloquence. 

And then bey nd. the reflecting pool, the dignified columns 
of the Lincoln Memorial. Whoever would understand in his heart the 
meaning of Affierica will ~ nd it in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Beyond thos~ 
on the far shore the slop 
its row upon row of simpl 
Da·•id. They add up to OJl. 
paid for our freedom. 

Each· one of 
hero I spoke of earlier. 
Wood, The Argonne, Omaha 
on Guadalcanal, Tarawa, P 
in a hundred rice paddies 

monuments to heroism is tpe Potomac River, and 
ng hills of Arlington National Cemetery with 
white markers bearing crosses or Stars of 

y a tiny fraction of the price that h~s been 

~hose markers is a monument to the kind of 
Their lives ended in places called Belleau 
eech, Salerno, and halfway around the world 
rk ~hop Hill, the Chosin Reser~oir, and 
and jungles of a place called Vietnam. 

Under one s ch marker lies a young man -- Martin Treptow 
who left his job in a sm 11 town barber shop in 1917 to go to France 
with the famed ~a_inbow D'vision. There, on. the Western front, 'he was 
killed trying to carry a message between battalions under heavy 
artillery fire. . · , : _ .~ .. ~ 

--=l-:-:-..:..:.::.: .... - ~ _--:-: - ..:. \ -:·· .. -~·_ ...... _:: - -- --
r-We are . told~that on his :bogy ~as found a diary. On the 

flyleaf under the .headin ·· , "My . Pledge,·" he .ha9. _written these.~words: "..:_ ·~ 
II America must ~i~·-t!Lis _w r: Therefore -r· .will work I -I will saye·; I wii1 . - ,.. 
s acrifice , I will endure I will fight cheerfully and do my utmost, 
as if the issue of thew ole struggle depended on me alone." 

The crisis 
kind of sacrifice that M 
were called upon to make 
and our willingness to b 
capacity to perform grea 
help we can and will res 
after all,· why shou 

And after-:a 
American's. God bless yo 
(Applause . ) 

e are facing today does not require of u~ the 
rtin Treptow and so many thousands of others 

It does require, however, our best effort 
lieve in ourselves and to believe in our 
deeds, to believe that together with God's 

lve the problems which now confront us. And 

1, why shouldn't we believe that? We are 
and thank you. Thank you very much. 

END (12:21 P.M. EST) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Release On Delivery January 20, 1981 

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 

To a few of us here today this is a solemn and most momentous 
occasion. And, yet, in the history of our nation it is a common­
place occurrence. 

The orderly transfer of authority as called for in the Constitution 
takes place as it has for almost two centuries and few of us stop to 
think how unique we really are. In the eyes of many in the world, 
this every-four-year ceremony we accept as normal is nothing less 
than a miracle. 

Mr. President, I want our fellow citizens to know how much you did 
to carry on this tradition. By your gracious cooperation in the 
transition process you have shown a watching world that we are a 
united people pledged to maintaining a political system which 
guarantees individual liberty to a greater degree than any other. 
Thank you and your people for all your help in maintaining the 
continuity which is the hallmark of our Republic. 

The business of our nation goes forward . These United States are 
confronted with an economic affliction of great proportions. We 
suffer from the longest and one of the worst sustained inflations 
in our national history which distorts our e conomic deci s ions , 
penalizes thrift and crushes the struggling young and the fixed-income 
elderly alike. It threatens to shatter the lives of millions of our 
people. 

Idle industries have cast workers into unemployment causing human 
misery and pers onal indignity. Tho s e who do work are denied a fa i r 
return for their labor by a tax system which penalizes successful 
achievement and keeps us from maintaining full productivity. 

But great as our tax burden is, it has not kept pace with public 
spending. For decades we have piled deficit upon deficit, mortgaging 
our futur e and our children's futur e for the temporary conven ienc e 
of the present. To continue this long trend is to gua rant e e treme n­
dous social, cultural, political, and economic upheavals. 

You and I, a s individua ls, can, by borrowing, live b eyond our means 
for only a limited period of time. Why should we think that col­
lectively, as a nation, we are not bound by that same limi tat i on? 

-more-
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We must act today in order to preserve tomorrow. And let there be 
no misunderstanding -- we are going to act beginning today. 

The economic ills we suffer have come upon us over several decades. 
They will not go away in days, weeks, or months, but they will go 
away. They will go away because we as Americans have the capacity 
now, as we have had in the past, to do whatever needs to be done to 
preserve this last and greatest bastion of freedom. 

In this present crisis, government is not the solution; it is the 
problem. 

From time to time we have been tempted to believe that society has 
become too complex to be managed by self-rule, that government by 
an elite group is superior to government of, by and for the people. 
Well, if no one among us is capable of governing himself, then who 
among us has the capacity to govern someone else? 

All of us together -- in and out of government -- must bear the 
burden. The solutions we seek must be equitable with no one group 
singled out to pay a higher price. 

Our concern must be for a special interest group that has been too 
long neglected. It knows no sectional boundaries, crosses ethnic 
and racial divisions and political party lines. It is made up of 
men and women who raise our food, patrol our streets, man our mines 
and factories, teach our children, keep our homes and heal us when 
we're sick. They are professionals, industrialists, shop keepers, 
clerks, cabbies and truck drivers. They are, in short, "We the 
people." 

Our objective must be a healthy, vigorous, growing economy that 
provides equal opportunities for all Americans with no barriers 
born of bigotry or discrimination. Putting America back to work 
means putting all Americans back to work. Ending inflation means 
freeing all Americans from the terror of runaway living costs. All 
must share in the productive work of this "new beginning," and all 
must share in the bounty of a revived economy. With the idealism 
and fair play which are the core of our strength, we can have a 
strong, prosperous America at peace with itself and the world. 

As we begin, let us take inventory. We are a nation that has a 
government -- not the other way around. And this makes us special 
among the nations of the earth. Our government has no power except 
that granted it by the people. It is time to check and reverse the 
growth of government which shows signs of having grown beyond the 
consent of the governed. 

It will be my intention to curb the size and influence of the 
Federal establishment and to demand recognition of the distinction 
between the powers granted to the Federal government and those 
reserved to the states or to the people. All of us need to be 
reminded that the Federal government did not create the states; 
the states created the Federal government. 

-more-
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So there will be no misunderstanding, it is not my intention to do 
away with government. It is rather to make it work -- work with us, 
not over us; to stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government 
can and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster productivity, 
not stifle it. 

If we look for the answer as to why for so many years we achieved so 
much, prospered as no other people on earth, it was because here in 
this land we unleashed the energy and individual genius of man to a 
greater extent than had ever been done before. Freedom and the 
dignity of the individual have been more available and assured here 
than in any other place on earth. The price for this freedom has at 
times been high, but we have never been unwilling to pay that price. 

It is no coincidence that our present troubles parallel the inter­
vention and intrusion in our lives that have resulted from unnecessary 
and excessive growth of government. 

We are too great a nation to limit ourselves to small dreams. We are 
not, as some would have us believe, doomed to an inevitable decline. 
I do not believe in a fate that will fall on us no matter what we do. 
I do believe in a fate that will fall on us if we do nothing. 

So, with all the creative energy at our command, let us begin an 
era of national renewal. Let us renew our determination, our 
courage, and our strength. Let us renew our faith and our hope. 
We have every right to dream heroic dreams. 

Those who say we are in a time when there are no heroes just don't 
know where to look. You can see heroes every day going in and out of 
factory gates. Others, a handful in number, produce food enough to 
feed all of us and much of the world beyond. 

You meet heroes across a counter -- on both sides of that counter. 
There are entrepreneurs with faith in themselves and an idea who 
create new jobs, new wealth and opportunity. They are individuals 
and families whose taxes support the government and whose voluntary 
gifts support church, charity, culture, art, and education. Their 
patriotism is quiet but deep. Their values sustain our national life. 

I have used the words "they" and "their" in speaking of these heroes. 
I could say "you" and "your" because I am addressing the heroes of 
whom I speak -- you, the citizens of this blessed land. Your dreams, 
your hopes, your goals are going to be the dreams, the hopes and 
goals of this administration, so help me God. 

We shall reflect the compassion that is so much a part of your 
makeup. How can we love our country and not love our countrymen? 
And loving them reach out a hand when they fall, heal them when they 
are sick and provide opportunity to make them self-sufficient so they 
will be equal in fact and not just in theory? 

Can we solve the problems confronting us? The answer is an unequivocal 
and emphatic yes. To paraphrase Winston Churchill, I did not take 

-more-
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the oath I have just taken with the intention of presiding over the 
dissolution of the world's strongest economy. 

In the days ahead I will propose removing a number of the roadblocks 
that have slowed our economy and reduced productivity. Steps will 
be taken aimed at restoring the balance between the various levels 
of government. Progress will be slow -- measured in inches and feet, 
not miles -- but we will progress. It is time to reawaken this 
industrial giant, to get government back within its means, and to 
lighten our punitive tax burden. These will be our first priorities, 
and on these principles, there will be no compromise. 

On the eve of our struggle for independence a man who might have been 
one of the greatest among the Founding Fathers if he hadn't given 
his life on Bunker Hill, Dr. Joseph Warren, President of the 
Massachusetts Congress, said to his fellow Americans, "Our country is 
in danger, but not to be despaired of . On you depend the 
fortunes of America. You are to decide the important question on 
which rest the happiness and liberty of millions yet unborn. Act 
worthy of yourselves." 

I believe we the Americans of today are ready to act worthy of our­
selves, ready to do what must be done to ensure happiness and liberty 
for ourselves, our children, and our children's children. 

And as we renew ourselves here in our own land, we will be seen as 
having greater strength throughout the world. We will again be the 
exemplar of freedom and a beacon of hope for those who do not now 
have freedom. 

To those neighbors and all i es who share our ideal of freedom, we will 
strengthen our historic ties and assure them of our support and firm 
commitment. We will match loyalty with loyalty. We will strive for 
mutually beneficial relations. We will not use our friendship to 
impose on their sovereignty, for our own sovereignty is not for sale. 

To the enem i es of freedom, to thos e who are potentiJl adversaries, 
they will be rem i nded that peace is the highest asp i ration of the 
American people. We will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it; we .will 
not surrender for it -- now or ever. 

Our forbearance should never be misunderstood. Our reluctance for 
conflict should not be mi sjudged as a failure of will. When action 
i s requ i red to pre serve our nationa l security, we wi ll act. We will 
ma intain suffic ient strength to preva il i f nee d be , knowing that if 
we do so we have the best chance of not having to use that strength. 

Above all we must realize no weapon in the arsenals of the world 
is so formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and 
women. It is a we apon our advers aries in today's world do not have . 
It is a weapon t hat we a s Ame ricans do have . Let t ha t be understood 
by those who pract i ce t errorism and prey upon their ne ighbors . 

I am told that tens of thousands of prayer meetings are being held 
on thi s day, and for that I am de eply grateful. We are a nation 

-more-
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under God, and I believe God intended for us to be free. It would 
be fitting and good if each Inaugural day should be a day of prayer. 

This is the first time in our history that this ceremony has been 
held on the West Front of the Capitol Building. Standing here, we 
face a magnificent vista, opening up on this city's special beauty 
and history. At the end of this open mall are those shrines to the 
giants on whose shoulders we stand. 

Directly in front of me, the monument to a monumental man. George 
Washington, Father of our country. A man of humility who came to 
greatness reluctantly. He led America out of revolutionary victory 
into infant nationhood. 

Off to one side, the stately memorial to Thomas Jefferson. The 
Declaration of Independence flames with his eloquence. 

And then beyond the reflecting pool, the dignified columns of the 
Lincoln Memorial. Whoever would understand in his heart the meaning 
of America will find it in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Beyond these monuments to heroism is the Potomac River, and on the far 
shore the sloping hills of Arlington National Cemetery with its row 
upon row of simple white markers with crosses and Stars of David 
adding up to only a tiny fraction of the price that has been paid 
for our freedom. 

Each one of those markers is a monument to the kind of hero I spoke 
of earlier. Their lives ended in places called Belleau Wood, The 
Argonne, Omaha Beach, Salerno and halfway round the world on 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Pork Chop Hill, The Chosin Reservoir, and in a 
hundred rice paddies and jungles of a place called Vietnam. 

Under such a marker lies a young man -- Martin Treptow -- who left 
his job in a small town barber shop in 1917 to go to France with the 
famed Rainbow Division. There, on the Western front, he was killed 
trying to carry a message between battalions under heavy artillery 
fire. 

We are told that on his body was found a diary. On the flyleaf under 
the heading, "My Pledge," he had written these words: "America must 
win this war. Therefore I will work, I will save, I will sacrifice, 
I will endure, I will fight cheerfully and do my utmost, as if the 
issue of the whole struggle depended on me alone." 

The crisis we are facing today does not require the kind of sacrifice 
that Martin Treptow and so many thousands of others were called upon 
to make. It does, however, require our best effort, our work and 
our willingness to believe in ourselves and in our capacity to perform 
great deeds; that together and with God's help we can and will resolve 
the problems wh ich confront us. 

Why shouldn't we believe that? After all -- we are Americans. 

### 
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THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 

To a few of us here today this is a solemn and most momentous 
occasion. And, yet, in the history of our nation it is a common­
place occurrence. 

The orderly transfer of authority as called for in the Constitution 
takes place as it has for almost two centuries and few of us stop to 
think how unique we really are. In the eyes of many in the world, 
this every-four-year ceremony we accept as normal is nothing less 
than a miracle. 

Mr. President, I want our fellow citizens to know how much you did 
to carry on this tradition. By your gracious cooperation in the 
transition process you have shown a watching world that we are a 
united people pledged to maintaining a political system which 
guarantees individual liberty to a greater degree than any other. 
Thank you and your people for all your help in maintaining the 
continuity which is the hallmark of our Republic. 

The business of our nation goes forward. These United States are 
confronted with an economic affliction of great proportions. We 
suffer from the longest and one of the worst sustained inflations 
in our national history which distorts our economic decisions, 
penalizes thrift and crushes the struggling young and the fixed-income 
elderly alike. It threatens to shatter the lives of millions of our 
people. 

Idle industries have cast workers into unemployment causing human 
misery and personal indignity. Those who do work are denied a fair 
return for their labor by a tax system which penalizes successful 
achievement and keeps us from maintaining full productivity. 

But great as our tax burden is, it has not kept pace with public 
spending. For decades we have piled deficit upon deficit, mortgaging 
our future and our children's future for the temporary convenience 
of the present. To continue this long trend is to guarantee tremen­
dous social, cultural, political, and economic upheavals. 

You and I, as individuals, can, by borrowing, live beyond our means 
for only a limited period of time. Why should we think that col­
lectively, as a nation, we are not bound by that same limitation? 
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We must act today in order to preserve tomorrow. And let there be 
no misunderstanding -- we are going to act beginning today. 

The economic ills we suffer have come upon us over several decades. 
They will not go away in days, weeks, or months, but they will go 
away. They will go away because we as Americans have the capacity 
now, as we have had in the past, to do whatever needs to be done to 
preserve this last and greatest bastion of freedom. 

In this present crisis, government is not the solution; it is the 
problem. 

From time to time we have been tempted to believe that society has 
become too complex to be managed by self-rule, that government by 
an elite group is superior to government of, by and for the people. 
Well, if no one among us is capable of governing himself, then who 
among us has the capacity to govern someone else? 

All of us together -- in and out of government -- must bear the 
burden. The solutions we seek must be equitable with no one group 
singled out to pay a higher price. 

Our concern must be for a special interest group that has been too 
long neglected. It knows no sectional boundaries, crosses ethnic 
and racial divisions and political party lines. It is made up of 
men and women who raise our food, patrol our streets, man our mines 
and factories, teach our children, keep our homes and heal us when 
we're sick. They are professionals, industrialists, shop keepers, 
clerks, cabbies and truck drivers. They are, in short, "We the 
people." 

Our objective must be a healthy, vigorous, growing economy that 
provides equal opportunities for all Americans with no barriers 
born of bigotry or discrimination. Putting America back to work 
means putting all Americans back to work. Ending inflation means 
freeing all Americans from the terror of runaway living co s ts. All 
must share in the productive work of this "new beginning," and all 
must share in the bounty of a revived economy. With the idealism 
and fair play which are the core of our strength, we can have a 
strong, prosperous America at peace with itself and the world. 

As we begin, let us take inventory. We are a nation that has a 
government -- not the other way around. And this makes us special 
among the nations of the earth. Our government has no power except 
that granted it by the people. It is time to check and reverse the 
growth of government which shows signs of having grown beyond the 
consent of the governed. 

It will be my intention to curb the size and influence of the 
Federal establishment and to demand recognition of the distinction 
between the powers granted to the Federal government and those 
reserved to the states or to the people. All of us need to be 
reminded that the Federal government did not create the states ; 
the states created the Federal government. 

- more-
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So there will be no misunderstanding, it is not my intention to do 
away with government. It is rather to make it work -- work with us, 
not over us; to stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government 
can and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster productivity, 
not stifle it. 

If we look for the answer as to why for so many years we achieved so 
much, prospered as no other people on earth, it was because here in 
this land we unleashed the energy and individual genius of man to a 
greater extent than had ever been done before. Freedom and the 
dignity of the individual have been more available and assured here 
than in any other place on earth. The price for this freedom has at 
times been high, but we have never been unwilling to pay that price. 

It is no coincidence that our present troubles parallel the inter­
vention and intrusion in our lives that have resulted from unnecessary 
and excessive growth of government. 

We are too great a nation to limit ourselves to small dreams. We are 
not, as some would have us believe, doomed to an inevitable decline. 
I do not believe in a fate that will fall on us no matter what we do. 
I do believe in a fate that will fall on us if we do nothing. 

So, with all the creative energy at our command, let us begin an 
era of national renewal. Let us renew our determination, our 
courage, and our strength. Let us renew our faith and our hope. 
We have every right to dream heroic dreams. 

Those who say we are in a time when there are no heroes just don't 
know where to look. You can see heroes every day going in and out of 
factory gates. Others, a handful in number, produce food enough to 
feed all of us and much of the world beyond. 

You meet heroes across a counter -- on both sides of that counter. 
There are entrepreneurs with faith in themselves and an idea who 
create new jobs, new wealth and opportunity. They are individuals 
and families whose taxes support the government and whose voluntary 
gifts support church, charity, culture, art, and education. Their 
patriotism is quiet but deep. Their values sustain our national life. 

I have used the words "they" and "their" in speaking of these heroes. 
I could say "you" and "your" because I am addressing the heroes of 
whom I speak - - you, the citizens of this blessed land. Your dreams, 
your hopes, your goals are going to be the dreams, the hopes and 
goals of this administration, so help me God. 

We shall reflect the compassion that is so much a part of your 
makeup. How can we love our country and not love our countrymen? 
And loving them reach out a hand when they fall, heal them when they 
are sick and provide opportunity to make them self-sufficient so they 
will be equal in fact and not just in theory? 

Can we solve the problems confronting us? The answer is an unequivocal 
and emphatic yes. To paraphrase Winston Churchill, I did not take 
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the oath I have just taken with the intention of presiding over the 
dissolution of the world's strongest economy. 

In the days ahead I will propose removing a number of the roadblocks 
that have slowed our economy and reduced productivity. Steps will 
be taken aimed at restoring the balance between the various levels 
of government. Progress will be slow -- measured in inches and feet, 
not miles -- but we will progress. It is time to reawaken this 
industrial giant, to get government back within its means, and to 
lighten our punitive tax burden. These will be our first priorities, 
and on these principles, there will be no compromise. 

On the eve of our struggle for independence a man who might have been 
one of the greatest among the Founding Fathers if he hadn't given 
his life on Bunker Hill, Dr. Joseph Warren, President of the 
Massachusetts Congress, said to his fellow Americans, "Our country is 
in danger, but not to be despaired of . . On you depend the 
fortunes of America. You are to decide the important question on 
which rest the happiness and liberty of millions yet unborn. Act 
worthy of yourselves." 

I believe we the Americans of today are ready to act worthy of our­
selves, ready to do what must be done to ensure happiness and liberty 
for ourselves, our children, and our children's children. 

And as we renew ourselves here in our own land, we will be seen as 
having greater strength throughout the world. We will again be the 
exemplar of freedom and a beacon of hope for those who do not now 
have freedom. 

To those neighbors and allies who share our ideal of freedom, we will 
strengthen our historic ties and assure them of our support and firm 
commitment. We will match loyalty with loyalty. We will strive for 
mutually beneficial relations. We will not use our friendship to 
impose on their sovereignty, for our own sovereignty is not for sale. 

To the enemies of freedom, to those who are potentiJl adversaries, 
they will be reminded that peace is the highest aspiration of the 
American people. We will negotiate for it, sacrifice for it; we .will 
not surrender for it -- now or ever. 

Our forbearance should never be misunderstood. Our reluctance for 
conflict should not be misjudged as a failure of will. When action 
is required to preserve our national security, we will act. We will 
maintain sufficient strength to prevail if need be, knowing that if 
we do so we have the best chance of not having to use that strength. 

Above all we must realize no weapon in the arsenals of the world 
is so formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and 
women. It is a weapon our adversaries in today's world do not have. 
It is a weapon that we as Americans do have. Let that be understood 
by those who practice terrori sm and prey upon their ne i ghbors . 

I am told that tens of thousands of prayer meetings are being held 
on this day, and for that I am deeply grateful. We are a nation 
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under God, and I believe God intended for us to be free. It would 
be fitting and good if each Inaugural day should be a day of prayer. 

This is the first time in our history that this ceremony has been 
held on the West Front of the Capitol Building. Standing here, we 
face a magnificent vista, opening up on this city's special beauty 
and history. At the end of this open mall are those shrines to the 
giants on whose shoulders we stand. 

Directly in front of me, the monument to a monumental man. George 
Washington, Father of our country. A man of humility who came to 
greatness reluctantly. He led America out of revolutionary victory 
into infant nationhood. 

Off to one side, the stately memorial to Thomas Jefferson. The 
Declaration of Independence flames with his eloquence. 

And then beyond the reflecting pool, the dignified columns of the 
Lincoln Memorial. Whoever would understand in his heart the meaning 
of America will find it in the life of Abraham Lincoln. 

Beyond these monuments to heroism is the Potomac River, and on the far 
shore the sloping hills of Arlington National Cemetery with its row 
upon row of simple white markers with crosses and Stars of David 
adding up to only a tiny fraction of the price that has been paid 
for our freedom. 

Each one of those markers is a monument to the kind of hero I spoke 
of earlier. Their lives ended in places called Belleau Wood, The 
Argonne, Omaha Beach, Salerno and halfway round the world on 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Pork Chop Hill, The Chosin Reservoir, and in a 
hundred rice paddies and jungles of a place called Vietnam. 

Under such a marker lies a young man -- Martin Treptow -- who left 
his job in a small town barber shop in 1917 to go to France with the 
famed Rainbow Division. There, on the Western front, he was killed 
trying to carry a message between battalions under heavy artillery 
fire. 

We are told that on his body was found a diary. On the flyleaf under 
the heading, "My Pledge," he had written these words: "America must 
win this war. Therefore I will work, I will save, I will sacrifice, 
I will endure, I will fight cheerfully and do my utmost, as if the 
issue of the whole struggle depended on me alone." 

The crisis we are facing today does not require the kind of sacrifice 
that Martin Treptow and so many thousands of others were called upon 
to make. It does, however, require our best effort, our work and 
our willingness to believe in ourselves and in our capacity to perform 
great deeds; that together and with God's help we can and will resolve 
the problems which confront us. 

Why shouldn't we believe that? After all -- we are Americans. 

### 
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I:,7;. UGL' F?.L l'1DD1;r:; :;s 
OF PPJ.::s:rn.:::::\-.:.' PO~C>LD :m;;:,c,'\N 

( L' : 00 NOOi\i ES'::.') 

THE FRE~;IDENT : Scni1tor E .:.~. tf'Lo.ld , Mr. Chief Justice, 
1:.- . Prcf;ide>nt'., Vice Prc~;:ic:~'r1i-. Et.1sh, Vic ·:::: Prcs i c1e11t r:ondu.le, Se:na t~o r 

E;:J:t:r, Sµcak1.:;r O 'Nc3ill , I~cvc~:encl Vio c) ;•,av7 1 and my fclJov.' c:i.ti zc1; s : 
To <- t few of us here toda y this is a ~~oJ c m:i ClLd Dost r:co; :·:ento n~; 

uc·c2.~1.on. l\nd, yet, in the hist.cry of ou~ nc~ tio:1 it is a corr:c,onplace 
oc c nrrence. 

The order ly tr<'rnsfer of aethori t~/ as called for in the 
Cun s ti tution routinely take:s place , as i l h a:; for allilost t'.-.'O centuries, 
a;;ci fe'.v of us stop to think hu .• · L:n ic~ue we rec! 11y arc . In the eyes of 
mc:.ny in the world, this every-four-year ceremony we accept as normal 
is nothing J ess than a mi racle . 

Mr. President, I want our fellow citizens to know :1ow much 
you did to carry on this tradition. By your grac i.o u s cooperation in the 
transition process you have shown a watching world that we are a 
united people pledged to rnaintaini11g a political system wh ich guarantees 
individual liberty to a greater degree than any other, and I thank you 
and your people for all your help jn E1ai n taining the continuity which 
i s the bulwark of our Repub lic. (Applduse. ) 

The business of our nation goes forward. These United 
States are confronted with an econo~lc affliction of g reat p~o0ortions. 
We suffer from the longe~t and one of th~ worst ~ustained inflations in 
ou;.- na tior. :1]_ history. It dis tort s our ccono1'1ic c'. c·ci sions , pc•na.1..i zes 
th rift a nd c r ushe s the strPgg l i ng young and the fixed-incor:te elderly 
alike. It threc:i.te1;s to shatter th e lives of millions of our r~ople. 

Id1e industries have cast workers into unem?loyme~ t, 

human mi~ery, and personal indignity . Those who do wo r k are denied 
a fair return for th e ir l abor by a tax s y s t em whi ch pena l izes 
successful achievement and ke e ?s ~s from maintaining full pro~uctlvi ty. 

But grea t as Ollr tax }rnrc1 2n i s , it h as n o-t kept pa co with 
public spending . Fo r decades ~~ have piJ c d deficit u9on deficit , 
mortgag ing our future zmd our c hildren's futu_c c~ for th e terai:.:.o::-- ,_iry 
convenience of the p r0scnt . To conti nue this long trend is to 
guarantee tremendou s so c iu. l, cultural , "politica l, an d econcir-, :'.. c 
uph ea.v a l s . 

You and I, as inclividu a ls, can, by borrowing , live 
b e yond ou r means, bu t fo r only a limite d period of time . Why , then , 
s hould we think that collective ly, a s a nation, we're not bound by 
thC:.Lt same limitation? 

tlORE 



- 2 -

t.hc:re 
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i·Je rr11_l ~_; t 2 ct 

}) '.::.'. ,n1·i st~r. c1c· !.:st :_:.Ldi~l -J 
,-::. o 

- .. 
c~c·c: ~--(_~ -~ ~ ... 

1~h~ c;c:onc)nliC ills \VC st1f fc r · h .:.t"'.Te coinc t1pc)n tis O\/C:!l~ s ei..1 cral 
Ti:·~y v,-ill not go 2 \-.:ay in cLi :/s , \\-E.c]~s, or rr,c,nths, hc-1t they 

\ ·1 L 1. .!. r:.-, · Ll\·.~c; ~i. 

c z:.~-,' -~ ... -~.-! -~~/ noi .. l , 2 s ~:h2 hlt \r !; l1a~l in tl1(~ :>z"ls ·:. , t:o c10 \.,1}1 i.it~· .. te~ 1! ~cc~s to be 
c.:.-,._ ._, to p1~l-~s·_:.c,1·-~ this la :-;t w :.d g:cca t e;:;t bd~'t_ion of f rc t::do;n. 

In this p resent cr_1 ~;i s I so\·c::_-:--:;·::~ · : 1 :. i s not-. t::-i.e soluti on 
to o·..::;- £--i rob lr'.r!l; go-Jcrnn1c:n L i ~' the proble1'.' . . 

Fro;:: t:irnc to tiin::: ·.,.;8 h;::-,'c; b e en tcrnp'c.ed to bc~lieve tha.t. 
soc:iety '.1.:t'."'. become too cornp~_12x to be r;i e:~nagc::l by s e l f--ru le , thc:.t g o verr:.­
r~ :-: :»t by an e l~_ te group i s supc::rior to govcr;vnen-!:. for , by, aricl of the p c: c;2) l c 
But if no one among us is c<:!pable of gove r~1ing himself, thc:n who 2 1°'.'\0!"':J 

u ::; J·: _:; the c apa ci.Ly tC' govern someone else? 

All of us togethe r -- in und out of government -- mu s t 
b e a r the burde n. The solutions we see]~ ~us~ be equitable ~ith n o one 
0roup singled out to pay a highe r price. We 112ar much of s pe c ia l interest 
groups. \vel 1, our 01:-ice rn rnus t be f or a special. int ere st group tli:i. t 
h as been too lon g ne~: l ccted . 

It knows no sectional boundaries or ethnic and rac i al 
divi sions, and it crosses political pa~ty line s . It is made up of men 
and •t1omen v;ho ru.ise our f ood , patrol ou :~ street s, man our mines and 
fa c tories , t each our children , k eep our horr,es, and h eul u s whe;:: W t:' are 
si.ck -- r•rofessionals, industriali s ts, shop k eepers, cler k s , cabhies, 
2 : .;-l truck drivers . Th C!y 2r2 , in short, "We the p eo}) l e ," this b:ce:od 
called Americans . 

We ll, thi s l\dr:: inistration ' s 0~:jcctive will be a heu. l'c:.h y 
viuorous , growing e cono1w · t h ci.L provic'.c:_' S e c;u :i. l opportunitie s for all 
Am::.: ric:ans with no barri• . horn of bigotry or di scrimin a tion. Pu t.t ing 
Arnc ricc.1 b ack to ,,;ork nean p uttin <J al J. Americans back to \;ork . EPding 
inf lat ion means freeing a .. ·- Americans from the terror of runu.way l iving 
cost s . 11.ll must s ha::-:- c-> in the productive worJ..-. of thi s " nc~w b 2 gin :ring ," a n d 
all r:iust s hare in tlt~ boun t v of a r e v i v c d cconornv . h' i th th 2 ide2:'..i sm ~ .. .1 

and fair play which are the core of our sy ~;tpm 21-,d our str""ngth, we c c.rn 
h a v e a strong and p ropse rou s A1 ne rica at p e ac e with itself u.nd the world . 

So as W8 begin, l et us t . :. ~\ e inventory . We arc a n2.t i o n th ::: t 
has ~. gove rnn.~ nt - - no t the othe r wa y aro und. And this ma k e s us s p e ci a l 
among the nations of t h e e arth . Our govern men t h a s n o pow0r excep t 
that g r anted it by the p eop l e . lt is t5mc to check and rc~ erse Lhe 
growth of gove rnme nt whi c h shows s ig11s t· ~ h 7 v ing grown b e yond the 
c ons e nt of t h e governe d . 

I t i s rcy inte ntio n to curb the s i ze a nd in f lue nce o f the 
Fe :::iP ral c:stabli shrncmt .:ind to d 8 manc1 recos~ 1i tion o f t h e dist iri ::·Lion b c t; .. -c2 ;i 

the powe r s s:ru.nte d to t. h e Fede r a l g o v c rnrnc:-it c:md tho s E:: rse rve c.1 to t h e 
sti.-tt.es o r to tbe p e opl e . (Ap plause .) i\ l l o f u s n eed to b e r e mi n d ed 
thul th , ~ Federal gove rnme nt. did not cre<-tte the state s ; t h e sLd::.es 
crea t e d t h e Fe dera l guve rnrnQn t . ( Applau s~ .) 
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If we loo}: fo2~ the c:ins':7r:>r <J.~3 t_o \·il-1 y for ~;o E;?ny y(~ .:::r s \·J'2 

ac:~_i.:;-,rc·<.J so much, prCJ~;p·::rc~c1 zi::; no otLr~r JY?r.Jr· lr' o;: cci1·th , it WilS b:::c:.i~1sc 
here i11 thi s la:-id we unlczishcd thr. c:1er.gy 2nd 1ndividu ll c;,.:-n:i u:; o: ;:i.an 
to (1 sp·catcr c:;_tent than }J ;is c:vcr bCE':'1 d0ilt~ }y:foro. . Fr<?Ccl0''1 Clnc:: tJ.c:: 
d i9n i. ty of the ind iv i c1 ua. l ha vo bce:n nnrc a va i 1ab1 c and as '.3 un->:l bcJ~ _ - th .:>.:c 
in Zi~ · y other place on cart-.h . Th e pr.ice :for this fre::::do 1:1 ot tim2s 1--::3.s 
bc211 hil:Jh. But v;c have never b·2Pn unw:!llj nq to poy tL2L price. 

It is no coincidence:. that our present ~rc;ubl2s J?<:n~allel 

and C:i n:: pro:::ior",- ionate to the intervcn ti on CJ.nd intrusio n in oi.:r li vcs 
that. .r~ cs ul t from unnecc ssary and e:·'.("::~; s i vc growth of s;ov ernrnen t. 

It is time for us to realize that we 
nation tb limit ourselves to small dreams. We're 
hav2 us believe doomed to an inevitable decline. 

' a fate that will fall on us no matter what we do. 
a fat e that will fall on us if we do nothinq. 

are too grcc.:.t a 
not, as so1~e \•:oulcl 
l do not b e lieve in 

I do L ~: liev2 iL 

So '"; +-.h M 1 1 the c"t'."ec:t ti ve snergy at our cor:nma11d, l c.t us 

begin an era of national renewal. Let -u~ renew our. detcrminAtion, 
our coura.ge, and our strenc;th. And let us re:ne::w our faith- and our 
hOiK' . We have e v ery right to drea:r, l1 e roic dre ams . Those who say 
that we 're in a time when there are no h eroes , they just don't know 
where to look. You can see heroes every dCJ.y going in and out of 
factory gates. Others, a handful in numbe:::-, produce E:!nc0gl1 food to 
feed all o~ us and then the world beyond. 

You meet heroe s across a counter . And they're on both si(es 
of that counter. There are ent repreneurs \1 i th faith in thc-r:"tsP.lve.s and 
fuith in an idea who create n~1 jobs, new wealth and opportunity . Thev 're 
individuals and fetmilies whose t;:i.xcs support the govern:nent and 
whose voluntary gifts support church, charity, culture , art, and 
education . Their patr_i_:.:it.ism is uuiet but d eep . Their value::; sustz;.:in 
our nat ional l i fe. 

Now I have used tbc words "they" and "their " in spe2.~~ing of 
these heroes. I c0:.1 lcl say "you" ar1c1 "your" because I ' rn addressing the 
hr~r;- .-:;s of whom T ;:;F; dk -- . you, the citizens of this ble 3sed land. 
Your dre a:ins , your hopes , you r goal s are going to be the dreams , tho 
hop e's and the goals of this adrninistratiun , so h e lp rnc God . (1\Dplae s 2 ) 

We sh<: ll reflect the CO::lpassion that is so much a part of your 
ma keup. How cu.n we love ou r country and not lov '2 our count:rymcr.? 
And l oving the·m reCJ.ch out a hand when they fall , h eal the m whe n t h e y're 
sick , and provide opportunity to me. kc th2m self-sufficient so t~wy will 
b e eq ua l in fact a nd not just in the ory? 

Can we solve the problems confronting u5? We ll, th e answer is 
an un cquivoJ ca l and e mphatic yes . To parap hras e Winston Churchill, I 
did not take 
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t: .. - c,:,::·1 I ha'.C just t:-<lJ;;; , ... ·iU1 ti1e: intr.::-1tio;·; of prc·:>idin g over t!1•' 
c'.' ::..~>J_ L: ~_ i.<Y:1 of Lh c \:o~·lcJ ' s s: . ..ron s·::~ t ccor1or·t:/ . 

In the~ day s ahead I \vill propose r:c-rnovl.ng the roac.);)loc:ks 
t:-id!~ Iid\'('.: ~; lm-.·ed our ocCJnony anci reduce d produc~ivity. Stc:ps '.·:ill he 
tci}:r:c:n .:::i.n:ecJ at restoring th~ balance b et·.'lcen the vn.r:i ous l cve l s of 

9i.2nt., to se t government back witl1in its li1ean:.; , and to ligh te n our 
f 'u ~itivc tax Lurden, and th ~se wiJl be our first priorities , and on 
t.11.:~sc~ 1)ri.nc: i1> Jcs t.J1e::.e \-..1 ill be J10 corapror:1i.se.. (Ap1~la L1st:: .) 

On the eve of oar- s trusg l e for ind·2penc12nce a n2n \·:ho 
rni ·:'.!t h <'J.VE been one of the s; r2at.cst among th e founding fathers, '.)r. 

cJC>SC>h h"<:·nTen, PrL"Sidcnt of the Massachusetts Congrc:.s, sc..:id to his 
fello·"7 J~rn:..cricu.ns, "Our country is in da.nger , bc1t not to b e despdired 
c>f ... On you d~pcnd the for~unes of l0nerica. You are to d ecide the 
ir:-:;:>ortant.. qur:.-:;tion up0:1 which rcstc:; the: h aVi:,inc.:ss and th e liberty of 
ui.l.lions yet unborn. 

Well, I believe we, the Americans of today, are ready 
to act worthy of ourselves , ready to do wh a t must be done to ensure 
haooines s and liberty for ourselves, our children, and our children's 
children, and as we rene w ourselves here in our own land we will be se2n 
as having greater strength throughout the world. We will again be 
the exemplar of freedom and the bea.::.:on of hope for those \·lho do not 
now have fr eedom. 

To those neighbors and allies who share our freedom, 
WE~ wiJ:i strengthen our historic tics a nd assure thern of our support 
ar.d f '11 cormni~:ment .. \'Je \..,·ill match loy a lty with loyalty. We \·:ill strive 
for mt ' ~a lly beneficial relations. We will not use our friendship to 
impose :.'n their soverei~p1t.y, for our rn·;n soverc:ignty is not for sale. 

P..s for the ener.ies of f re edorn : those who are potential 
adversaries, they will b e r e.minded that peuce is the high es t aspiration 
of the Ar~ rican people . We will negoti a t e f or it, sacrifice for it; 
we \vi 11 not s urrc nder for it now O}: ever. (.Z:i.p?la use. 

Our forbe a rance should n eve r be Gisunderstood . Our 
reluctance for conflict should n~t bo misjudge~ as a f a ilure of will~ 
When action is required to pre:;!C::rve our nation2l security, we .will act. 
We will maintain sufficient. strength to prevail if need b e ,- kn0wing -
th~t if we do so we hav2 the best chance of never having to use that 
streng t h. 

Above a 11 \ ·1e mus L realize th .::i. t no arsenal or no weapon in 
the arsena ls of the ·world is so formidable as the will and moral 
courage of free men and wome n. It is a weapon our adversa ri e s in 
_today's world do not have . It is a weapon thRt we as Americans do have. 
Let that be understood by those who practice terrorism and p~ey uoon 
the:ir neig'.tbors. (App.1 a use.) 

I am told th a t tens of thousa nds of prayer rn e etinss are 
b e ing h e ld on this day, and fo r that I'm dee?l:/ gra. teful. h'12 are a na t.::o~ 

MORE 



It. V!ouL.1 
!):; :' j ~tine; ;_:.nd good, :r ti:in 1 ~, if 
.1 c ' - - I . . ; r~OL'.J.G u·~ 

This :i. ;; t. h e f i ::..-:; -~: t i~:1c j _:; O~l :~ h i:; t r)ry th.:'t t thi s c c r c r:1o !Y)' 

ha~; Leen lw lei, as you ha vc } ._: 2n t: :>} c~, o:: th.i :_; Wes '.:-. Fron l: of the Cz:tpi to l. 
s::.a:Hl ing hc: re , one face.s a r·i:-19nificc:·1t. ;:istc:, o:_x~ ni. 1v; u1.' on Lhis city's 
s~;·~':":ial b c a.'..1t.y and hi s tc.>l:-y. At l:he enc1 of th.i~~ o pen m0l l arc: those 
s}1r.-i. ne s to the g i u.n ts en who:,(.; shou lder:.; \·:c" s ta:::d. 

Dire ctly in front of rc12, th e r.1onurr.cnt to 2 :c, ~):h:~:-1r~nta l man, 
Gc"_n-·:;e \·Ja :;hin9C-on, F <'! tl: ~ r of our country. r.,_ rnc:"n of hti !::ility h '.10 car:,e to 
s~ - ,~-- ':.ness reluctantly. Be 1 2 d Ar'1.'.::L:_c a ouL:. of re· ... -ul t:ti. on .:.t ry victor::' 
into infant ncltionhood. 

Off to one side, the:: st<:1te ly rnemori a l t o Tho:1~a s J effc:::son . 
T!1 cc Declaration of Independ 2nc:e flc;.:-ncs \vi th his e l oque:ice . 

And the11 beyond the reflecting pool, the dignifi e d columns 
of the Lincoln Memoria l. Whoeve r would understand in hi s hear t the 
meaning of America will find i t in the li fe of Abr aha :ii Lincoln. 

Beyond those monume nts to heroism is the Potomac River, and 
on the far shore the sloping hills of Arlington National Ceme tery with 
its row upon row of simple white marke rs bea ring crosses or Stars of 
D.::ivid. They add 1.1p to o nly a tiny fr-,.ction of the pric e· tha~ h as b een 
paid for our f reedom. 

Each one of these markers is a monument to the kind of 
hero I spok e of earlie r. The ir lives ended in places called Bell~au 
Wood, The Argonne, Omah0 Beech, Sa l erno , and h a lfway around the wo r ld 
on Guada lcanal, Tara~a, Po r k Chop Hil l, the Cha s in R2 serv oir , and 
in a hundre d r ice paddies anc~ jungle s of c:i pl ace called Vi e tna1:L 

Under one such nark e r lies a young man -- M~rtin Treptow 
who left hi s jol.J in a s ma:L l t ;-fr.'n 

with the fame d Rai nbow Division. 
killed try i ng to carry a me ssage 
artille ry fi r e . 

b arbe r s h op in 1917 to go to Fr0nce 
There , on the Western front, · he was 

be twe~n battalions undHr hea vy 

We are t o ld th~t on ~is bo4y was found a diary. On the 
f lyleaf unde r t h e_ _headi ng , "My Pledge," h e h a.d \-lrit t en these .words : 
" An~~ric2 mt.1 s t win thi s \·7ar. The refore I \·1ill work , I ·wi ll save , I will 
sac r i fice , I wi ll endur e , I will figh t cheer ful ly a nd do my u t most , 
a s if t h e i ssu e o f the whole s tn:s gl e u e p e nd ec on me alone ." 

The crisis we c:ire facing today docs not require of us the 
kind of sacri f ice t h at Mart in Tre ptow a nd so many t ho u sands o f othe rs 
we r e called upo n to ma ke. I t does r e q uir e , howe v e r , our best effort 
and our willingnes s to b e lie ve in o u r se l v es and to b e lie v e in our 
capac ity to per f orm great d eeds , to b e l i e ve tha t toge~hcr wi t h Go 3 ' s 
h e lp we c a:1 a nd will resolv e t h e p r obl e ms which n u,; con fron t u s . And 
after a ll, why s hou 

Amr'r i c an s . 
( l\pplau se .) 

And aft e r :a ll, why s houldn 't we b e lieve that? We are 
God bl e s s you a nd t h zi.nk you . Tha nk you v e ry much. 

END (12:21 P.M. EST ) 


