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(Elliott)
- September 5, 1983
9:00 a.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a=

T IITTE S Lo et tre av4tsS e -- the attack

+ast—week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and

children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This im=a

crime against humanity wg;eg-a never 33 F%m/(fe‘r{:’ OR THRoUG HauT THE WORLD ,
Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families

in ééggkterrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of

them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a

Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.  CRNY] L /*-'NQ-"\ YUNSVETN 2’1 oI o} ma ’Q“”"\M%W’:
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our

daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union

violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these

parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people

FRot AROUNO THE WoRLD- PRESS Accoun(s RERECTAN
everywhere. explosion of condemnation

BY PEoPLE EVERY WHERE .,

Let me W&-ﬁ There w‘é.’ absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
#s @®ne newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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eel
Me>=%g thisYthe first time the Soviet Union has shot at and

hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territoryg Aewma

ed on

ircraft as a civilian airliner. The

cpmmerc1al alrcraft

cm;ﬁﬁwneatchzg«wqus
from the Sov1et Union an uba¥Y have overiflown sensitive U.S.
s £ WERENC SHST DOuw-
militar cilities. e and other civilized countries believe in

the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.
But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Korean aircraft.

THER QW
Indeed, they have not even told the=Russzen people that a plane

was shot doYE;S’EK—_EgViet Government callg”the whole thing an

accident. I call it mwrder. Let me repeat the stark words of

the Soviet pilot himself after sigrfaling that his missile

warheads were locked on the irliner: "I have executed the

‘launch. The target is de I am breaking off attack."

The world must he these wor Tomorrow the Security

Council of the Unitgd Nations will healX them when a tape

recording of the/pilot's comments are playwd in public.
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_We will-pdrsue éevery co action to g;esen the Soviets
w{zh the j demands of t workld pubXic. That is why
\ P
7~
Shultz /Antends to oc with his “gcheduyfe eet%gg/ﬁith Forei

niSter Gromyko ip/Madri is week.

\
As we work with other couxtries to see thAt justice is dong,

I\hope that all of us, as £itize of this freat and free lapf,
willl remember the largef lesson of this ferrible tragedy. e
liya in a dangerousyworld. We must kgel our eyes on the
long-texm challenges te freedom and/peace. \\The real tegt of our
regsolve is whefher we have the will to remaln {rong, gteady, and

united. A . Krsan s u”&”’m 6MM7J

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one

who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in

history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now

faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial

quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a=preeesem he considered vital to restore America's

strategic parity with the Soviets. ; ' E I e )

—The Congre

it return ' i stinguished

Amefican people.
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el lomr—citers—as We come together in the true spirit

of Amerdeca, to h€lp the families harmed by the Soviekg

aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to th we have
pursued Afrom the beginning of the Administra®y

forward with policies baved—on realism, strength and

willingnes o-tallk We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But té;:E%é:;;;i;£££:héfnre=as.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we éﬁEﬁﬁ together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this monstrous wrong that we will carry with
us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a=

-- the attack

tast—week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and

children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This i==n

crime against humanity wtgeg-_n never }g&(\gomulﬁc—?{c’ OR THRoUG(tcu? [HE WORLD ,
Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families

in é;ggKterrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of

them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a

Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.SéC& UV S P /A-nr\n9-1 JUNSVETN Ry oMo s s N Z/w-r
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our

daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union

violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these

parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people

FRot ARwuUNO THE woRLD PRESS Accounls RERECT
everywhere. i - explosion of condemnation

BY PEOPLE EVERY WHERE , .
Throughoet-the—wordd

Let me Wﬁ;ﬁ There \%’ absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
#&s @ne newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Me>ts LhisYthe first time the Soviet Union has shot at and

hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. Aema
They . . o

mattes=ef—Enet, In 1978, 4&ke—Sewviess positively identified one

RaD\ogn

aircraft as a civilian airliner. The pilot &= the name on the

side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it

down. Tharplane escaped destruction by making a crash landing on

St o o i :
a frozen lake, bufyfthnocent civilians lost their lives . Kiwep BY MACEHNE
GCuv BUCQLIS

ls TH(s A PRACTISE OF OTHER. CoOVATRIGS (N TrE WORLD D THE AVSWER (S AO.

areraft—rnreT =S fE§¥¥§%ery?=s#ea=tksayh Commercial aircraft

. . Ol A MONBER AF occA:lqus
from the Sov1et Union and CubaYhave overflown sensitive U.S.
. (34 WERENE SHST Douww.
militar acilities.Y We and other civilized countries believe in

the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are

lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.
But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Korean aircraft.

ThER WA
Indeed, they have not even told the=RussZem people that a plane

was shot doXELSfEE——gg;iet Government call

the whole thing an

accident. I call it mwmrder. Let me repeat thé stark words of

aling that his missile

warheads were locked on the airliner: "I have executed the

llaunch. The target is de I am breaking off attack."

The world must he Tomorrow the Security

Council of the Unitegd Nations will healk them when a tape

recording of the/pilot's comments are playwd in public.
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Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one

who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in

history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now

faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial .

quest for enduring peace among nations."
The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile

program -- a=pree=sm he considered vital to restore America's

trategi ity with the Soviet (Serboia om mx
strategic parity wi e oboviets. SQKKQHV d‘“ff“‘ M)

€5 on de }

Amefican people.
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ew—citizene—asWe come together in the true spirit

of Amerlea, to h€lp the families haymed by the Soviekg

. /
aggression, et us also rededicate ourselves to thé we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administra®y

orward with policies based—on realism, strength and

willingnes o talk We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But tg;ziééfzgsiiggizgéfnre=as.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to givé.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we ;Iégg together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this monstrous wrong that we will carry with

us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.



Ken Tomlinson - 965-3818

In times such as these, few assets are more important than
the Voice of America and Radio Liberty =-- our primary means of
getting the truth to the people of the Soviet Union. Yet, over
the past two decades, this Nation has allowed it's international
broadcast facilities to deteriorate to the point that we are
forced to use some of the world's most antiquated broadcast
equipment to perform this vital mission. The sad fact is that
the Soviet Union spends more attempting to jam western broadcasts
than the entire worldwide budget of the Voice of America.

Repeadetly we have urged Congress to join with this
Administration in supporting a long-term VOA modernization
program. The sums involved are relatively modest. Yet somehow
these przzfsals end up relegated to the legislative back burner.

Tonight S.repeat) that modernizing VOA facilities must be placed

near the top of our government's priorities so that the truth can

be heard throughout totalitarian lands.
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983
My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union égainst 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This is a
crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families

I

in this(EsfiiEyéfzzg; oflgrief. Our hearts go out to adsimes

them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a

Weved :
husband's death are—a—-tribute-to-the—ideals—-he se=—courageously.

Congressman, whose composure ind elogquence on the day of her
]

-representedt
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every conceptfof human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shockt anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Sov1et Union has sho

hit a civilian airliner when it overflew tge;r territory.

hatiﬁr of facti 1n 1978 the Soviets.positively=identified.one.
pr /

élrcraft as a c1v111an airliner. The pilot read the name on th

.....

... side of the airecraft,and then-was-given-a.-command.to shootw;gu
@own.h The.plane escaped'destruction4by\making a crash-landing.pn

f frozen lake;/pnt’lnnocent civilians lost their\}lves.

S — Y e

The United States Government does not flre on forelgn
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commerc1a1 aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots'who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in

following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

—

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complieity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently

refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Korean aircraft.

Indeed, they have not even told the Ru551an people t a p ane

Tl Sovic 4 /{h_ L"‘-‘—"Q
rs shot down. The Soviet Government
¥ .
m murder. Letl,»rﬁe repea

|

the Soviet pilot himself afte signaling tha

AR

the stark wofkrds of

his missil
warheads were locked on the airxliner: "I havye executed the
launch gét i I am break off aptfack."

The world must Hear these words. Tomorrow the curity



Page 3

I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks

consiizfly to xiL‘f.a d dom; ate Rﬁﬂer:natzons, poseidi qirloui

danger to the c1v1llzed orld. A(Ihls latest outrage is jwet one
Asie - a

L more proof ef#=ehepglaring gap between Soviet words and deeds.

\
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In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers.. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreekage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
bﬁfé}the opposite. They arﬁbgeii’.\ ni‘tﬁiiimfaégr gozﬁg‘ ﬁnt ‘ 4p£aij

(’ﬂmBEBlnd a massive cover-up. o do they think they're kidding?
The world demands the truth -- now.
Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
o N S s
struck a bridge while traveling-dewm the Volga River. undre§9//
ng/goviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had

one of its most senior officials lead an ingquiry. Within a vgagzw;KL

short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and m{;‘ﬂ WGIGW

F_,gldentST—-Certalnly the Sov1et Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of its

attack on the civilian airliner.




Page 4

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion.— They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act.of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act

and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours -- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe;._.suppressed peaceful movement toward democracy in ‘)@w§3977/
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and . n America? pﬂ

akt h\éﬁu
In the o0ld days, "an eye for an eye" wemdbd have been,just

- Nedle— N«
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be,just, bwt—tt—is.

SUNEShYEy appropriateg el l/ﬂu—tﬂ;"»o

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and
freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond firmly but calmly to provocation. We

want justice. We must act not just for today, but also for the

long-term future.

A We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy

caliggi:the“long twilight struggle." We must see the Soviets as

they are, rather than as some would like them to be. From the
|/ \beginning of this Administration, our policy toward the Soviets

has been based on this realism. It recognizes.the one, hard

reality that has never changed: The Soviets respect only those

who live and negotiate from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure ,k

that we make the skies safef and that we seek just compensation -—;5

e (ensov~
— for the—families of those who were killed. That's why I returned

- to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both partiez;szgthroﬁgh Secretary Shultz, with
representatives of other countries about the steps we should
take. |

My meeting with thé congressional leadership yesterday was
particularly useful, and I was encoﬁraged by the fine sense of
bipartisanship and the many constructive suggestions I received.
I will be working in the closest cooperation with the Congress in
carrying out the U.S. response to this incident.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to

do:
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- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestl&, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves. |

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
intgrnational waters near the tragedy. The U.S. and Japan have
also asked the Soviets to extend the search into their
territorial waters, but so far, they have not agreed.

- We have notified the SOVigts that we will not renew our

lemesperel agreement for cooperation in the field of

transportation, since it would be unthinkable to offer

~cooperation in this area so long as the Soviets threaten the

security of civil aviation.

- We have also reaffirmed our previous order denying the
Soviet airline -- Aeroflot -- the right to fly to the United
States, and are examining whether there are steps which can be
taken to end other Aeroflot activities in this country.

- We have notified the Soviets that we are suspending
negotiations on several bilateral arrangements which we had under
consideration.

— I am asking the Congress to pass a joint resolution of
condemnation of this Soviet crime.

- Along with these steps, we are continuing to press the
Soviet leaders to follow the honorable course of investigating
and diﬁclosing the facts, taking corrective action, making
restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such wanton

behavior will not be repeated. I have instructed Secretary
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Shultz to make this matter the center of his meeting scheduled
this week with~Foreign Minister Gromyko.

N - Truth is a great weapon and one the Soviets fear. 1In
times such as these, few assets are more important than the Voice
of America and Radio Liberty -- our primary means of getting the
truth to the Russian people. The sad fact is, our broadcast

(ZLﬂii, equipment is antiguated and the Soviets spend more to jam Western

.AD broadcasts than the entire worldwide VOA budget. Tonight, I urge

st run Lwlf ~gm . ' ' . )(

the Congress to VoA modernlzat;on ~

AGUJ' program, so that the truth about situations like this can be
heard throughout totalitarian lands..

T
C>AL Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective

short-ierm steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
é ﬂ\ C

e ¥

n countries were represented in that downed
ééircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Sec;etary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatricklﬁffibe U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down m—ae—*-geg—.&n with their counterparts from other
nations to see what the civilized world, united, can do to
address this issue. It is essential that we act not alone, but
together.

Already, we are tékin some, steps forward:

First, é?g;g with , we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began

Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
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Netherlands, Pakis

., the DUnited Kingdom,
0 v 7

n-expressi ~horror at the

Soviet action.

Second, we will work w1th(waii atlons to seek reparatlons

i N R

fér a#l who ,were kllled The

iw«

compensation to the families of the v1ct1ms is an absolute moral
duty which the Soviets must assume. .
Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
_countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
kb humanltybLsr justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special séssion of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and
clear.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic

items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this

area. We hope for more.
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We will pursue every course of action to present the Soviets
with the just éemands of the world public. That is why Secretary
Shultz intends to proceed with his scheduled meeting with Foreign
Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. We must keep our eyes on the
long-term challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our

resolve is whether we have the will to remain strong, steady, and

united.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
historys-warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now -
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does =-- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
guest for enduring peace among nations."

' The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, oOn
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile

program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's

L] i
- o 5 e

strat;gic parity with the Soviets.

e Congress

F:As .returng from recesis I urge the Members ofwthat distinguished
_k Tn er ng and rd the Soviets' aggression) b%éefeg#gh
e J

OV‘ u~ iy (v : L ~ N
. the security and safety of the

American people.



uld also hope that the Europeans can now uneeiigandrthe

need for the shing missiles -- missiles that-would not be
necessary if the Sdkie;s were not already intimidating the

continent with hundreds/pf SS—QQ rockets, and if they did not

f .
insist on keepi them there. If thé-Soviets have no compunction
oting down unarmed aircraft, wili\they have any

mpunction about shooting on an unprotected cif&?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
“helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January ZQ, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
share qf. the Federal budget was half again as high as today. And
since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken, and carried
out, the most massive military build-up the world has ever known.
| Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects
their cooperation in building a safer place to live.

Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. ‘And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms

burden has not changed and will not change.
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My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit

of America, to help the families harmed by the Soviets)
,S tqéggv
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves t ﬁiﬂg;;é¥§ We hav Y)&;»

pursued from the beginning of the Admlnlstratlon.—-i.t—ue—go SVVUA
VM

ferswaré-with policies based on realism, strength and a kyﬂf

willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation d

that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach.no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to givé.

Let.us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this‘monstrous wrong that we will carry with

us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This is a
crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families
in this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her
husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously
represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We ;re witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner. The pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it

down. The plane escaped destruction by making a crash landing on

a frozen lake, but innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign

aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft

from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.

military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in

the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
We believe in

lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air.

following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.
But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Korean aircraft.
Indeed, they have not even told the Russian people that a plane
was shot down. fhe Soviet Government calls the whole thing an

accident. I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of

the Soviet pilot himself after signaling that his missile

warheads were locked on the airliner: "I have executed the

klaunch. The target is destroyed. I am breaking off attack."”
The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in éublic.
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I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, poses a serious
danger to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more proof of the glaring gap between Soviet words and deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government
behind a massive cover-up. Who do they think they're kidding?
The world demands the truth -- now.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge thle traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of its

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act
and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours -- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe; suppressed peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and Latin America?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate.. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and
freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond firmly but calmly to provocation. We

want justice. We must act not just for today, but also for the
long-term future.
We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy

called "the long twilight struggle." We must see the Soviets as

\ they are, rather than as some would like them to be. From the

beginning of this Administration, our policy toward the Soviets
has been based on this realism. It recognizes the one, hard
reality that has never changed: The Soviets respect only those
who live and negotiate from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and through Secretary Shultz, with
representatives of other countries about the steps we should
take.

My meeting with the congressional leadership yesterday was
particularly useéul, and I was encouraged by the fine sense of

bipartisanship and the many constructive suggestions I received.

I will be working in the closest cooperation with the Congress in

Lciarrying out the U.S. response to this incident.
For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to

do:
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- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy. The U.S. and Japan have
also asked the Soviets to extend the search into their
territorial waters, but so far, they have not agreed.

- We have notified the Soviets that we will not renew our
bilateral agreement for cooperation in the field of
transportation, since it would be unthinkable to offer
cooperation in this area so long as the Soviets threaten the
security of civil aviation.

- We have also reaffirmed our previous order denying the
Soviet airline -- Aeroflot -- the right to fly to the United
States, and are examining whether there are steps which can be
taken to end other Aeroflot activities in this country.

- We have notified the Soviets that we are suspending
negotiations on several bilateral arrangements which we had under
consideration.

-- I am aéking the Congress to pass a joint resolution of
condemnation of this Soviet crime.

- Along with these steps, we are continuing to press the
Soviet leaders to follow the honorable course of investigating
and disclosing the facts, taking corrective action, making
restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such wanton

behavior will not be repeated. I have instructed Secretary
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Shultz to make this matter the center of his meeting scheduled
this week with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

- Truth is a great weapon and one the Soviets fear. 1In
times such as these, few assets are more important than the Voice
of America and Radio Liberty =-- our primary means of getting the
truth to the Russian people. The sad fact is, our broadcast
equipment is antiquated and the Soviets spend more to jam Western
broadcasts than the entire worldwide VOA budget. Tonight, I urge
the Congress to end the delay and to pass our VOA modernization
program, so that the truth about situations like this can be
heard throughout totalitarian lands.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as £hey can with their counterparts from other
nations to see what the civilized world, united, can do to
address this issue. It is essential that we act not alone, but
together.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began

Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
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Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,
New Zealand and Zaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, including the
International Court.of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled. And let me say that I believe
compensation to the families of the victims is an absolute moral
duty which the Soviets must assume.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civii air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and
clear.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this

area. We hope for more.
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We will pursue every course of action to present the Soviets
with the just demands of the world public. That is why Secretary
Shultz intends to proceed with his scheduled meeting with Foreign
Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. We must keep our eyes on the
long-term challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our
resolve is whether we have the will to remain strong, steady, and
united.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on

the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile

program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
trategi it ith the Soviet (S‘ « it M
ari wi e Sov .
strategic p 4 iets Sak b ‘L“ff‘“ k.*‘,)

The Congress will be facing key votes on defense issues when
it returns from recess. I urge the Members of that distinguished
body: Ponder long and hard the Soviets' aggression before you
cast any vote that would weaken the security and safety of the

American people.
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I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
‘rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
share of the Federal budget was half again as high as today. And
since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken, and carried
out, the most massive military build-up the world has ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what tﬁe world expects from them: The world expects
their cooperation in building a safer place to live.

Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms

burden has not changed and will not change.
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My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to help the families harmed by the Soviets'
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this monstrous wrong that we will carry with
us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. This is a
crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims ;nd their families
in this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Kathryn McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner. The pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it
down. The plane escaped destruction by making a crash landing on
a frozen lake, but innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though comm;rcial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the Korean aircraft.
Indeed, they have not even told the Russian people that a plane
was shot down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an
accident. I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of
the Soviet pilot himself after signaling that his missile
warheads were locked on the airliner: "I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed. I am breaking off attack."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.
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I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, poses a serious
danger to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more proof of the glaring gap between Soviet words and deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers.. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government
behind a massive cover-up. Who do they think they're kidding?
The world demands the truth -- now.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of its

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act

and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours =-- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe; suppressed peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and Latin America?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and
freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond firmly but calmly to provocation. We
want justice. We must act not just for today, but also for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." We must see the Soviets as
they are, rather than as some would like them to be. From the
beginning of this Administration, our policy toward the Soviets
has been based on this realism. It recognizes the one, hard
reality that has never changed: The Soviets respect only those
who live and negotiate from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and through Secretary Shultz, with
representatives of other countries about the steps we should
take.

My meeting with the congressional leadership yesterday was
particularly useful, and I was encouraged by the fine sense of
bipartisanship and the many constructive suggestions I received.
I will be working in the closest cooperation with the Congress in
carrying out the U.S. response to this incident.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to

do:
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- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy. The U.S. and Japan have
also asked the Soviets to extend the search into their
territorial waters, but so far, they have not agreed.

- We have notified the Soviets that we will not renew our
bilateral agreement for cooperation in the fieid of
transportation, since it would be unthinkable to offer
cooperation in this area so long as the Soviets threaten the
security of civil aviation.

— We have also reaffirmed our previous order denying the
Soviet airline -- Aeroflot -- the right to fly to the United
States, and are examining whether there are steps which can be
taken to end other Aeroflot activities in this country.

- We have notified the Soviets that we are suspending
negotiations on several bilateral arrangements which we had under
consideration.

- I am asking the Congress to pass a joint resolution of
condemnation of this Soviet crime.

- Along with these steps, we are continuing to press the
Soviet leaders to follow the honorable course of investigating
and disclosing the facts, taking corrective action, making
restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such wanton

behavior will not be repeated. I have instructed Secretary
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Shultz to make this matter the center of his meeting scheduled
this week with.Foreign Minister Gromyko.

- Truth is a great weapon and one the Soviets fear. 1In
times such as these, few assets are more important than the Voice
of America and Radio Liberty -- our primary means of getting the
truth to the Russian people. The sad fact is, our broadcast
equipment is antiquated and the Soviets spend more to jam Western
broadcasts than the entire worldwide VOA budget. Tonight, I urge
the Congress to end the delay and to pass our bOA modernization
program, so that the truth about situations like this can be
heard throughout totalitarian lands.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other
nations to see what the civilized world, united, can do to
address this issue. It is essential that we act not alone, but
together.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began

Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
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Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,
New Zealand ané Zaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, including the
International Court of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled. And let me say that I believe
compensation to the families of the victims is an absolute moral
duty which the Soviets must assume. .

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety =-- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and
clear.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this

area. We hope for more.
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We will pursue every course of action to present the Soviets
with the just demands of the world public. That is why Secretary
Shultz intends to proceed with his scheduled meeting with Foreign
Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. We must keep our eyes on the
long-term challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our
resolve is whether we have the will to remain strong, steady, and
united.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does =-- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
strategic parity with the Soviets.

The Congress will be facing key votes on defense issues when
it returns from recess. I urge the Members of that distinguished
body: Ponder long and hard the Soviets' aggression before you
cast any vote that would weaken the security and safety of the

American people.
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I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pérshing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
share of the Federal budget was half again as high as today. And
since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken, and carried
out, the most massive military build-up the world has ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects
their cooperation in building a safer place to live.

Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms

burden has not changed and will not change.
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My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to‘help the families harmed by the Soviets'
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach.no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then history will record that some
good did come from this monstrous wrong that we will carry with

us and remember for the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.




{
~. — Mtz
* . ol | (Elliott)

o September 5, 1983
2:00 a.m.

/ : >
PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISIONMADD‘R.E‘)SS : FLIGHT 007.
L MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983
My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh he§v;1y on our minds -- the attack
, e oy
last week by the Soviet Union éééinét 269 Jinnocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed;kokean péssengef'pi;ne. That was a
crime against humanity we can Aé;er forget.
Our prayers tonight are with the' victims ;nd their families
in this terrible timéhof grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like KathJ*EQe McDonald, the wife of a )</
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her
husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously
represented.
The parents of onefﬁlgin couple wired me: "Our

daughter . . . and heg/husﬁand . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deéghs.wére the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights.ﬁ The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger,piane ¢y ®

¥

is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the_end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airlineg;jlh; pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it
down. The plane escaped, but when it made a crash landing on the
ice, innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the aircraft. Indeed,
they have not even told the Russian people that a plane went
down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.
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I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks |
constantly to expand and dominate other nqtlons, poses a serious

danger to the civilized world. ‘This latest outrage is just one

more of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in.the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the»incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government

ehind a massive cover-up. (fA’Lﬂ/“° W“A s 2 &J&Jf??;?r1ll No&ﬂ
iMMfs Mk«h -~ oW

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy

responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort; the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act

and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours -- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over ttiazjars, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe;%&‘fd@wn peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and Latin America?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and
freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond calmly, but firmly, to provocation.
We want justice. But we must act not just for today, but for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves, for what John F., Kennedy
U ¢ A8 Aha. (= ¥, W,
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called "the long twilight struggle."A From the beginning of this o2 Mt
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on Kan 05
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realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never AAV\CJ
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changed: The Soviets respect only those who live and negotiate

from a position of strength. %‘ *
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Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and with representatives of other
countries about the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

i We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

-- Despite Soviet resistance, we are conducting and
assisting search efforts in international waters near the
tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,

making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
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wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compenéation to the families of those victims is an
absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion. In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime as soon as they
return to Washington.

- We will not renew our bilateral agre;ment for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet airline
Aeroflot from the United States.

s I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I

have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal

.subject. of hisg' ,etlnq with Foreign Mlnlster Gromyko. ‘ 0 wagedanT  Poaam
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Som eps we can éake kurselves. But the most effective ' [ ./

short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other
nations to see what the civilized world, united as almost never
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before, can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but in concert.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action. .

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, such as the
International Court of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and

clear.
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Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with oﬁr Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting
with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. Let us keep our eyes on the long-term
challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our resolve is
to remain steady, united and strong.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
strategic parity with the Soviets. 1In his speech, Senator
Jackson quoted the imprisoned Soviet dissident, Andrei Sakharov.

He, too, has urged the West to build the MX.
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The Congress will be facing key votes on the MX and defense
appropriationsras soon as it returns from recess. I urge the
Members of that distinguished body: Ponder long and hard the
Soviets' aggression before you cast any vote that would weaken
the security and safety of the American people.

I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was Presidept, ,defense spending as a
shate it osd,
pexreentage of the Federal budget was 4 as high as
today. And since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken,
and carried out, the most massive military build-up the world has
ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects

their cooperation in building a safer place to live.
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Peace is our top priority =-- peace through strength and
peace through ﬁutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms
burden has not changed and will not change.

My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to help the families harmed by the Sovie{g;
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our

duty as we understand it." If we do, if w t together
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move forward with courage, then

this monstrous wrong that we will carry with us and remember for
the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner. The pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it
down. The plane escaped destruction by making a crash landing on
a frozen lake, but innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. Th have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the:;;:;raft. Indeed,
they have not even told the Russian people that a plane was shot
down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself after signaling that his missile warheads were
locked on the airliner: "I have executed the launch. The target
is destroyed. I am breaking off attack."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond firmly but calmly to provocation. We
want justice. We must act not just for today, but also for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." We must see the Soviets as
they are, rather than as some would like them to be. From the

beginning of this Administration, our policy toward the Soviets

S
has been based on thei+¥ realism. It recognizes the one, hard f&

reality that has never changed: The Soviets respect only those
who live and negotiate from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and through Secretary Shultz, with
representatives of other countries about the steps we should
take.

My meeting with the/égngressional leadership yesterday was
particularly useful, and I was encouraged by the fine sense of
bipartisanship and the many constructive suggestions I received.
I will be working in the closest cooperation with the:E?ngress in

carrying out the U.S. response to this incident.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to

do:

>
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- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy. The U.S. and Japan have

Xe SoveXx Alueen
also asked to ex:ind the search into Sewiet territorial waters,

A X0
but so far, they

- We have notified the Soviets that we will not renew our

ave not agreed.

bilateral agreement for cooperation in the field of
transportation, since it would be unthinkable to offer
cooperation in this area so long as the Soviets threaten the
security of civil aviation.

-— We have also reaffirmed our q@vLious order denying the 7{;
Soviet é%%line -- Aeroflot -- the right to fly to the United 7%_
States, and are examining whether there are steps which can be |
taken to end other Aeroflot activities in this country.

- We have notified the Soviets that we are suspending
negotiations on several bilateral arrangements which we had under
consideration.

- I am askinéﬁ%ongress to pass a joint resolution of )<L
condemnation of this Soviet crime.

- Along with these steps, we are continuing to press the
Soviet leaders to follow the honorable cousxfe of investigating
and disclosing the facts, taking corrective action, making
restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such wanton

behavior will not be repeated. I have instructed Secretary
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Shultz to make this matter the center of his meeting scheduled
this week with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

- Truth is a great weapon and one the Soviets fear. 1In
times such as these, few assets are more important than the Voice
of America and Radio Liberty =-- our primary means of getting the
truth to the Russian people. The sad fact is, our broadcast
equipment is antiquated and the Soviets spend more to jam Western
broadcasts than the entire worldwide VOA budget. Tonight, I urge
the Congress to end the delay and to pass our VOA modernization
program, so that the truth about situations like this can be
heard throughout totalitarian lands.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other
nations to see what the civilized world, united)ac—admns#—never
baferer can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but together.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began

Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
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My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and

children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. That was a

crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families

f ~

in this'terribleftime é;\grief. Our hearts go out to all of l///

/

- them -- to brave people like Katherine McDonald, the wife of a

Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights.J The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."




Page 2

Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and th%n‘was given a command to shoot it
The plane escapedt;hac when it made a crash landing on the

dowq{>&+

iceﬂ(innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the aircraft. Indeed,
they have not even told the Russian people that a plane went
down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed.”

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.
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I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, poses a serious
danger to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one

more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and

deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government
behind a massive cover-up.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act
and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours -- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe; put down peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa an%&;?t n AmerlczééALihgg

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" wauld have beenAjust
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer agply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and

freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond calmly, but firmly, to provocation.
We want justice. But we must act not just for today, but for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It rec;gnizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who live and negotiate
from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and with representatives of other
countries about the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

ot Despite Soviet resistance, we are conducting and
assisting search efforts in international waters near the
tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,

making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
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wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an
absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion. In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint

congressional resolution condemning this crime as soon as they

-~

return to Washington. ' i
R (8 ﬂ& SoVutﬁ
- We will not renew our bilateral agreementAfor

cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspen
- negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet airline
Aeroflot from the United States.

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other

nations to see what the civilized world, united as almost never
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before, can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but in concert.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and éaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, such'as the
International Court of Justice, where these ggéézgfshould
legitimately be settled.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety =-- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to

improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and

clear.
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Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting
with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. Let us keep our eyes on the long-term
challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our resolve is
to remain steady, united and strong.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
strategic parity with the Soviets. In his speech, Senator

Jackson quoted the imprisoned Soviet dissident, Andrei Sakharov.

He, too, has urged the West to build the MX.
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The Congress will be facing key votes on the MX and defense
appropriations as soon as it returns from recess. I urge the
Members of that distinguished body: Ponder long and hard the
Soviets' aggression before you cast any vote that would weaken
the security and safety of the American people.

I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the-Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
percentage of the Federal budget was nearly twice as high as
today. And since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken,
and carried out, the most massive military build-up the world has
ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects

their cooperation in building a safer place to live.
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Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms
burden has not changed and will not change.

My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to help the families harmed by the Soviet's
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of

the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much

more we must be prepared to give. /
Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that ;IEHE//
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then some good will have come from
this monstrous wrong that we will carry with us and remember for

the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Uﬁion against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. That was a

crime against humamity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families
in this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Katherine McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her
husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously
represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights.ﬁ The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it
down. The plane escaped, but when it made a crash landing on the |
ice, innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the aircraft. Indeed,
they have not even told the Russian people that a plane went
down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.




J

v

Page 3 ,
J  od oo e d

Q

I have long believed, that a system which, at its core,
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“ renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
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danger to the c1v1llzed world. AThls latest outrage
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glaring gap between Soviet words and

deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediate%y and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the wor%? how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government
behind a massive cover-up.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat\
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time,vthe government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certalnly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act
and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours -- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe; put down peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and Latin America?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and

freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond calmly, but firmly, to provocation.
We want justice. But we must act not just for today, but for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recggnizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who live and negotiate
from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and with representatives of other
countries about the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- Despite Soviet resistance, we are conducting and
assisting search efforts in international waters near the
tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,

making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
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wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an
absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion. In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint

congressional resolution condemning this crime as soon as they

return to Washington.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet airline
Aeroflot from the United States.

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other

nations to see what the civilized world, united as almost never
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before, can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but in concert.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, such as the
International Court of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the internafional civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to

improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and

clear.
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Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the

Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting
with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. Let us keep our eyes on the long-term
challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our resolve is
to remain steady, united and strong.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union."™ But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
strategic parity with the Soviets. 1In his speech, Senator

Jackson quoted the imprisoned Soviet dissident, Andrei Sakharov.

He, too, has urged the West to build the MX.
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The Congress will be facing key votes on the MX and defense
appropriations as soon as it returns from recess. I urge the
Members of that distinguished body: Ponder long and hard the
Soviets' aggression before you cast any vote that would weaken
the security and safety of the American people.

I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the.Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
percentage of the Federal budget was nearly twice as high as
today. And since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken,
and carried out, the most massive military build-up the world has
ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects

their cooperation in building a safer place to live.
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Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms
burden has not changed and will not change.

My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to h;lp the families harmed by the Soviet's
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give. ’

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that ;I§Hf/ﬁ
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then some good will have come from
this monstrous wrong that we will carry with us and remember for
the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. That was a
crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families
in this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Katherine McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights.d The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an explosion of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .
is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot at and
hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory. As a
matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively identified one
aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read the name on the
side of the aircraft, and then was given a command to shoot it
down. The plane escaped, but when it made a crash landing on the
ice, innocent civilians lost their lives.

The United States Government does not fire on foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress, on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. They have persistently
refused to admit that their pilot fired on the aircraft. 1Indeed,
they have not even told the Russian people that a plane went
down. The Soviet Government calls the whole thing an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them when a tape

recording of the pilot's comments are played in public.
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I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of humah life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, poses a serious
danger to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this crime, cooperate in efforts to find
the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to the
families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are doing
just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire government
behind a massive cover-up.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

attack on the civilian airliner.
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to mislead and distort, the
civilized world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an
act of intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite
reaction. For on the lips of people throughout the world tonight
is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That
word is defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act
and the political system that excuses it and tries to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first reaction was
probably like yours =- horror mixed with fury. Who can forget
that, over the years, this same regime has imprisoned half of
Europe; put down peaceful movement toward democracy in
Czechoslovakia and Poland; invaded, gassed and killed citizens in
Afghanistan; condoned the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast Asia; and used terrorism and Cuban surrogates to
destabilize countries throughout Africa and Latin America?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times can no longer apply. As citizens of the United
States, we are responsible first and foremost for the safety and
freedom, not just of ourselves but our children and

grandchildren.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond calmly, but firmly, to provocation.
We want justice. But we must act not just for today, but for the
long-term future.

We must steadfastly gird ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who live and negotiate
from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and with representatives of other
countries about the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- Despite Soviet resistance, we are conducting and
assisting search efforts in international waters near the
tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,

making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
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wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an
absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion. In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime as soon as they
return to Washington.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet airline
Aeroflot from the United States.

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
short-term steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.
At least a dozen countries were represented in that downed
aircraft. The Republic of Korea lost more lives than any other.
This issue is not between the Soviet Union and the United States;
it is between the Soviet regime and humanity.

I am directing Secretary of State Shultz, Ambassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick at the U.N. and our ambassadors in many lands to sit
down as soon as they can with their counterparts from other

nations to see what the civilized world, united as almost never
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before, can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but in concert.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. On that first day, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire all joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, such as the
International Court of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety =-- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and

clear.
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Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting
with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,
will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy. We
live in a dangerous world. Let us keep our eyes on the long-term
challenges to freedom and peace. The real test of our resolve is
to remain steady, united and strong.

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one
who probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in
history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now
faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said:
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial
quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago, on
the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX missile
program -- a program he considered vital to restore America's
strategic parity with the Soviets. 1In his speech, Senator
Jackson quoted the imprisoned Soviet dissident, Andrei Sakharov.

He, too, has urged the West to build the MX.
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The Congress will be facing key votes on the MX and defense
appropriations as soon as it returns from recess. I urge the
Members of that distinguished body: Ponder long and hard the
Soviets' aggression before you cast any vote that would weaken
the security and safety of the American people.

I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
percentage of the Federal budget was nearly twice as high as
today. And since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken,
and carried out, the most massive military build-up the world has
ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from them: The world expects

their cooperation in building a safer place to live.
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Peace is our top priority =-- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of
war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms
burden has not changed and will not change.

My fellow citizens, as we come together in the true spirit
of America, to help the families harmed by the Soviet's
aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals we have
pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us go
forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We know it will be hard to make a nation
that rules its own people through force to cease using force
against the rest of the world. But that is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then some good will have come from
this monstrous wrong that we will carry with us and remember for
the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.






