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(Elliott)
September 5, 1983
1:00 a.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I am coming before you tonight about a
matter that continues to weigh heavily on our minds -- the attack
last week by the Soviet Union against 269 innocent men, women and
children aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane. That was a
crime against humanity we can never forget.

Our prayers tonight are with the victims and their families
in this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of
them -- to brave people like Katherine McDonald, the wife of a
Congressman, whose composure and eloquence on the day of her

husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so courageously

represented.
The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline

Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are sQared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an at of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one newspaper in India said, "If every passenger plane . . .

is fair game for home air forces . . . it will be the end to

civil aviation as we know it."
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I have g;;z believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces redrireg+ens and humanitarian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, poses a serious
danger to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world; rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this kesmews crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government behind a massive cover-up.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

attack on the civilian airliner.
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It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond iannpcalm9\eeagggﬁieér—but-ebeelnteLy
firﬁﬁLun-m'to provocation. We want justice. But we must act
not just for today, but for the long-term future.

We must steadfastly gg}d ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who live and negotiate
from a position of strength.

Our most immediate challenge to this atrocity is to ensure
that we make the skies safer and that we seek just compensation
for the families of those who were killed. That's why I returned
to Washington to consult with my advisers, with congressional
leaders of both parties, and with representatives of other
countries about the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- Despite Soviet resistance, we are conducting and
assisting search efforts in international waters near the
tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,

making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
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before, can do to address this issue. It is essential that we
act not alone, but in concert.

Already, we are taking some steps forward:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began

On ol diest day,
Friday. Mwmewds. Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,
New Zealand and Zaire hewe joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed. There are forums, such as the
International Court of Justice, where these crimes should
legitimately be settled.

Third, and very important, we are cooperating with other
countries to find better means to ensure the safety of civil
aviation. Unless and until the Soviets satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline Aeroflot should not be
accepted as a normal member of the international civil air
community. And we have joined with other countries to press the
International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime at an urgent special session of the Council.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport. Their outrage is loud and

clear.
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Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting
with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.

As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,

I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free land,

will remember the Jlarge esso thi errjible tragedy.U¢ ot v J‘“‘W
lA€4¢4\‘U1 OV(QQKw-f~lL¢ipqS 'E bL;l;ta éTPAAL(‘ﬁh rlultp.
Senator Henry Jackson, wise and revered statesman, and one who f 4-“

4b QJua~¢

probably understood the Soviets as well as any American in

history, warned us, "the greatest threat the United States now u”“llj

faces is posed by the Soviet Union." But, Senator Jackson said: 4“”5‘
"If America maintains a strong deterrent -- and only if it
does -- this Nation will continue to be a leader in the crucial

quest for enduring peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago,
on the Senate floor, speaking in behilf of the MX missile

6@—3: doced W :
program -- a program he ry to restore America's

strategic parity with the Soviets. In his speech, Senator

)
Ag)urged the West to build the MX. | L—Q M)

The Congress will be facing key votes on the\‘xs S soon as

iackson quoted the imprisoned Soviet dissident, Andrei Sakharove

it returns from recess. I urge the Members of that distinguished
AQ S LA
body; t® ponder long and hard abewt the Soviets' behkawior before
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zxz;Ncast any vote that would weaken the security and safety of
~ the American people.

I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for the Pershing missiles -- missiles that would not be
necessary if the Soviets were not already intimidating the
continent with hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not
insist on keeping them there. If the Soviets have no compunction
about shooting down unarmed aircraft, will they have any
compunction about shooting on an unprotected city?

Until the Soviets join the rest of the world community, we
simply must have the strength to deal with them. That is why
rebuilding this Nation's military and economic strength, and
helping our allies and friends build theirs, has been such an
important goal of this Administration from January 20, 1981.

When John F. Kennedy was President, defense spending as a
percentage of the Federal budget was nearly twice as high as
today. And since that period, the Soviet Union has undertaken,
and carried out, the most massive military build-up the world has
ever known.

Realism and strength are essential. But, if we are to
succeed in our long-term effort to bring the Soviets into the
world community of nations, we must also talk to them. We must
tell them what the world expects from theng The world expects
their cooperation in building a safer place to live.

Peace is our top priority -- peace through strength and
peace through mutual and verifiable reductions in the weapons of

war. And that is why I have sent Ambassador Nitze back to Geneva
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for the next round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear
weapons in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms
burden has not changed and will not change.

My fellow citizens, “F=ask-yeu-bomigirt= As we come together)
in the true spirit of Americi)to help the families harmed by the
Soviet;aggression, let us also rededicate ourselves to the goals
we have pursued from the beginning of the Administration. Let us
go forward with policies based on realism, strength and a
willingness to talk. We-kiQuW—oWresponsibidities. We know it
will be hard to make a nation that rules its own people through
forc?;fease using force against the rest of the world. But that
is the task before us.

This is not a role we sought -- we preach no manifest
destiny. But like Americans who began this country and brought
forth this last, best hope of mankind, history has asked much of
the Americans of our own time. Much we have already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

Let us have faith, in Abraham Lincoln's words, "that right
makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our
duty as we understand it." If we do, if we stick together and
move forward with courage, then some good will have come from
this monstrous wrong that we will carry with us and remember for
the rest of our lives.

Thank you, God bless you, and good night.
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My fellow Americans, I haHe-1tfed-£ei—t;1e—ee—speuk te you
abnF & e ¥ e ouil
tonight abnn*-—an—nntsag-oeue—enme-eh&t continues to welgh on oJr
mlnds.—;-n-ieémng—eo the attack last week by the Sov1et Union

against 269 innocent men, women and children aboard an unarmed .
r - v' | ) .
Korean passenger plane. “The e 5 Cane ‘U' b T 'H

Bl we Conm Ay + . .
Our prayers,are with the victims and their families in this
*ﬂn L.’
terrible time of grlef Our hearts go out to all of them -- to

k&'huuv ‘L‘Dﬂ“'

brave people like the wife of Congressma 512
A e )
“Mebenadd, whose composure and eloguence oh the day of ifhe.neWsS.of

her husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.

“:‘-'"CQ S ke (ﬁw o

As one said, "If every passenger(|:*.%. is fair game 74\
for home‘&&; orces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as-S(fA‘r

we know it." or is this the first time the Soviet Union has
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shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their

territory. )
As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively

identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read

the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given

& Crmmind The  plms  dmbia 2ocaqud bk e

espeetion to shoot 1t down.

R ] madla & samb lad- -~ N S tAregal  Cavilive

The United States’ Government does’ not aret-iﬂnn foreign Vor s

e A

aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft

from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown

* \ -\7(‘
sensitive U.S.

.

military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in

the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are

We believe in

lostggEE;jfliiii;iiijhpn the sea or in the air. i ;
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one. Y

But despite the savagery of their crime,

the universal

reacti t it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
I\‘h hl
4‘“1 hewt Sov1ets still refuse to tell the trum T-ha—ﬁueaaa-&-peep-le—ha.ve
“:f‘“‘7 yeﬁ-te-he-6e4d-thut-thETT'mITIf3TY'§H€EW§§ET1§ET1HRzmk?S‘?
sed M
.Ja3’ hu’zlu&laan_aaictaft The Soviet Government calls @ an accident.
. ‘1'" A
EP“' f I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
x>d 7o,
n ‘Nemjgilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
T, launch. The target is destroyed."
N heon
nog ¥ PN The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
la Mo Council of the United Nations will hear them,—jﬂ!mere
flussies st St & ﬁr._ ALL ”J".] .F N f\'cﬁ Comnnan by
AN . I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
L“ e\ TUvsy ‘.k knp”-:VM:b-\
r renounces Wn ideals, wantonly disregards
wen ¥ individual fights and the value of human life, and seeks \L}f

L.

@

(\b,cl



Page 3

‘osdn < &
. . . m\\J‘n
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, e a graue.

t to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the worl@ather than immediately and publicly /L
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government semdefend=a—iie. b tomd o« Mg e - vp,

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy

responsibility for 'launching a similar investigation of the
CN: cem

attack on the Kesean airliner. Or=do=they-beliteve—that-a-dife
lost in that disaster is worth less than a Russian life?
The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of

world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
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will. But, as long as they continue to sbenewadd, the civilized
world will condemn them. If they meant to égéage in an act of
intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and tries to cover it up.

y SN <
Now when I heard about this attack, myefibst—instihet-Was-te

Mechem Lol bherea wal ded
e
Wi Com caas N
. i i has imprisoned half of Europe@ put down”’

peaceful':;:\‘zement t:_;:rard democracy in Czechoslovakia and Polandg
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanista{i)condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asi%i?nd used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin Americ;?

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from

Q/VV" t..-huu
olden tlmes no longer apply. As Mof‘the United

/ Htr ;VJ’.
States,‘ﬁ-am responsible first and foremost Tor the sa ety

ontsNer bt a e
Yolypedour children and ge@wr grandchildren.
T : \ o

E Elda.t PR b 3 c ips Iy
It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
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act nF ]\uf
firm manner We want justlce. But we must RebmpesMit-ene

m [ PR & € b -‘, n‘. "U"““‘

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this

Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on

realism. It recognizes the orneg/hard reality that has never g

4
changed: The Soviets respect only those who ep&site and

negotiate from a position of strength.
Ovr wnest imeadiah vl Jo

That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,

F W puke, wedl, o~y

congressional leadersh representatlves of other countries

N
“‘rabrrre-regardings-the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to

A

do:
- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We

did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the

facts ourselves. . .
m‘ \ Snv-c\' M\"’"‘a

A

- ‘We are conducting and assisfing search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an

absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

wi

L 4
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-- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion?j’}n my consultation with 7(
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crimeg @® Seen  Ga l '7
ravia + \Jqd\dﬁs .

—— We will not¥renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend

negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also W reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet

airline Aeroflot from the United States.

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effectivej/;‘ﬂ"'“u
steps must be in concert with other concerned nations.ﬂjﬁn‘ﬁe

L“ﬂ A
countries were represented in that downed aircraft. The Republic

of Korea lost more lives than any other. This issue is not swsh
between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is between the

Soviet regime and humanity.

Working-in-concert with other nations, we are doing the
éﬁgﬁa:%‘.:‘.&‘ ¢ e L‘“_+ [- hbﬂ P -~ J"\f{
bt 3

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency

meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the

Soviet action. ,bX’
I e dimeby e Sceeng AR S,

&Ca Kovkobnch oF nﬁ yan ‘*‘&. oy
[} SR ‘ keps et L ol BF abwn wy Fown
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Second, we will wo with other nations to seek reparations r'ﬂ(,j
g ]
for all who were kllled
Third, we are cooperating with other countries to find
better means to éhsure the safety of civil aviation. Unless and P
until the Soviets satisfy the cries of humanity for justice,
their airline Aeroflot should not be accepted as a normal member
weve JEmd Wit WM Ceva¥alq
of the international civil air community. And we aes pressimg .

)
the International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this

crimeg & em  bagat Sl sAamn F oL Cond,
Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to

v w¥a \ ok
Than .J. £

improve the security of air transport.
(A VYV

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why

Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.



As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,
I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free
land, will remember the larger lesson of this terrible tragedy.
Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one who
proq%ably understood the Soviets as well any American in history, )<\

warned us,|"the greatest threat the United Statfgs now faces is Q?yﬁ\

po%sed by the Soviet Union."7§utgffnator Jackson said:|"If Americ&<sx\__
nd only if it doesﬁhis /ﬁ@tion ﬁ@

will continue to be a leader in the crucial quest for enduring

maintains a strong deterrenaf?z

peace among nations." .
QS
The late Senator made that statement only 4y\days ago, %%L,

-a@anﬁingrg; the Senate floor, speaking in behalf of the MX
missile prograﬁ%}g/program he said was necessary to restore ><1
America's stratééic parity with the Soviets{ﬁin his speech, b, 4
Senator Jackson quoted thgimprisoned Soviet dissidenﬁ?ﬁgdrei
Sakharov,‘j;;; has urged the wg;t to build the MX. i;j

Mfﬁg_&ongress will be facing key votes on the MX as soon as
it returns from recess.jg urge the:mkmbers of that distinguished ><;
body to ponder long and hard about the Sovie%/%@gehavior efore }(;
they cast any vote that would weaken the security and safety of
the American people.

I would also hop% that the Europeans can now understand the
need for Pershing mi:;ile%ﬁiﬁissiles that would not be necessary

I

P
if the Soviets were not already intimidating the continent wifth >(
hundreds of/§S-20 rockets, and if they did not insist on keeping

them there.ng the Soviets have no compunction about shootiwfg >K\
down unarmed aircraft, will they have any compunction about

shooting down an unprotected city?
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WE WRNT THE—SOV+£FS—F6—BE DIFFERENT. WANP-THEM TO JOIN

TEZ REST OF X _WORLD, TO ACCEPT THE RUL]EJ ANDNQBLIGATIONS TH

REST OF THE WORLD EPTS, TO BEAT PHE SWORDS THEY WAVE

ACCUMULATED OVER THE YT O PLOUGESHARES.
BUT WE RECOGNIZ LEARLYNJIAT KIND OF POWER WE MUST DEAL
WITH TODAY. _@UR POLICY TOWARD THE™SQVIET UNION BEGINS WITH

REALIS

)
~—WE—AES56—RECOGNI ZE CLEARLY ANDSPAPE—FPRANKELAZFHAT \UNTIL THE/[ ¢
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AT = *
p&g&-l-b&s.JOIN THE REST OF THE WORLD COMMUNITYA' AMUST HAVE T.J .é,\
STRENGTH <+==bED TO DEAL WITH THEM. THAT 1S WHYVYBUILDING -ANB ‘(Z
MA-E%J-&%—I—N—I—NG THIS NATION'S MILITARY AND ECONOMIC S’I‘RENGTH AND

HELiIN{S OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS BUILD THEIRS) HAS BEEN EB‘é-H/& 7%

"\‘-_ (@]
7”( qu -
GOAL OF THIS ADMINISTRATION FROM . ﬂI
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REéLISM AND STRENGTH Wb CONTINGE—PE6—BE ESSENTIAL, BUT ‘@7
TR RO T—ENGWeH IF WE ARE TO SUCCEED IN OUR LONG-TERM
EFFORT TO BRING THE SOVIETS INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY OF
NATIOA§> WE MUST ALSO TALK TO THEM.

THE WORLD EXPECTS FROM THEM. /LQ Dol d

mfﬂghs—m APPROXCH FROM THE BECLIINING.- 2
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why'\Ambassador Nitze«h&s—reta-r-n-ed-to Geneva for the next
round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear weapons
in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms burden

has not changed#nd will not change.

oy PO ‘ i :
s&wt\the barbarous Soviet act ;:&eh-bersteiy—shaoti-ng—

Fows defensele airlines brings home to us once again the

UM sand Meeea t’m . ) . .
,\h to rebuild and maintain our military ang-€conomic
Mmj
strength, and to W&¥p. our Allies and friends maintain

theirs.‘ For we must have the mears to deﬁnd ourselves and
maintain the peace in a wqQrid where som%respect only
strength. We cannot rely on the, good will and civilized

restraint of a peWwer which shoots\down ¥%as civilian

aircraft. And without strength, we will never be able to ) ‘;)[
achiev€ the balanced, verifiable reductions in arms which we JX
80 much desire. ) \ﬁ):)y
Ak A ol ol e e S bt b0
L ' (O aﬁﬁvﬂw‘*l \

\et,u \Re edicate ourselves to -sekdeming the goals we (}’y ‘
et w5 okl o . ~Neased on rewlitm, St A Th ,,
have ptrsued from the beginn this Administration.A e
(e know our responsibilities. We know it will be hard to make
a nation that rules its own people through forceJcease using
force against the rest of the world. But that is the task

before us.



loss of 269 innocent lives, ft is to learn again the crucial
moral distinction between how totalitarian governments and how
democratic governmenets behave.

Z/EE is a "stark lesson" the worlld has seen many timeg, recently
referred to by one former high \level communist official who
defected to the Westl:mo previous regime in my country," wrote a
former Vietnameese communist mini\ster abo the co#%;tration
camps and boat people of Vietnam, \"brought such numbers of people
to such desperation. Not the militgry dictators, not the
colonialists, not even the ancie inese overlords. It is a
lesson that my compatriots ang@ I learped through witnessing and
through sufferring in our ©wn lives the fate of our countrymen.
It is a lesson thﬁxkus eventually move\ the conscience of the
world."

L/gg fellow Amreicagfis, this is the task that has fallen to us as
Amreicans, Ampeicans who live in this dangerous but promising

age: to mpYe the conscience of the world, to\keep alive the hope..

ail or

L// / and dy€éam of freedom. For let us not forget fhat if we

-\fa er, there will no place for the oppressed to_flee t This is

not a role we sought-- we preach no manifest destiny. But like
the Amreicang who began this country and brougﬁt forth this last
best hope @?’mankind, history has asked much of the Amreicans of

our own timﬂe. Much we have already given. Much more we must be
{

/prepared to give.
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My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week by the Soviet Union
against 269 innocent men, women and children aboard an unarmed
Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with the victims and their families in this
terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them -- to
brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine |

<:McDonald whose composure and eloquence on the day of the news of
her husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one Indian paper said, "If every passenger&%?%!. is fair game cyk

for home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as

we know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has

L
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shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their
territory.

As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given
direction to shoot it down.

The United States Government does not shoot down foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown ;ensitive U.Ss
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
losty;\ or in distress_on the sea or in the air. We believe in

following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their/crimecrthe uniVerselﬂﬁ

/

reaction against it,:and<§ﬁ§4?yidence of their comblicityﬁrtﬁé
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them, just as they were
spoken.

I have long believed that a system which, at its core,

renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards

=

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks

e~
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constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave
threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the worl%f)rather than immediately and publicly }7£~
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government to defend a lie.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

/)

attack on the Korean airliner. [-Or-deo-they-believe that a life

T

lost in that-disasteris worth less than a Russian~%i£e2;;L“
The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of

world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
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will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized
world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and tries to cover it up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe |
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous.(/ln this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times no longer appl;> As the President of the United
States, I am responsible first and foremost for the safety of
you, your children and your grandchildren. So I cannot respond
as Franklin Roosevelt did to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

A U
civilized world, to respond @n j calég controlledI)but absolutely

\
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firﬁﬁﬁanner We want justice. But we must not permit one
tragiéy to becéme an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the oni}/é;rd reality that has never T%L
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime -7L—
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.

That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I

believe compensation to the families of those victims is an

absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.
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- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deép feelings of revulsion In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

— We also will reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet
airline Aeroflot from the United States. .

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
steps must be in concert with other concerned nations. Twelve
countries were represented in that downed aircraft. The Republic
of Korea lost more lives than any other. This issue is not just
between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is between the
Soviet regime and humanity.

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the
following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the

Soviet action.
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Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed.

Third, we are cooperating with other countries to find
better means to Ensure the safety of civil aviation. Unless and
until the Soviets satisfy the cries of humanity for justice,
their airline Aeroflot should not be accepted as a normal member
of the international civil air community. And we are pressing
the International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.
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My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week by the Soviet Union
against 269 innocent men, women and children aboard an unarmed
Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with the victims and thei; families in this
terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them -- to
brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose composure and eloquence on the day of the news of
her husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game
for home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as

we know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has
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shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their
territory.
As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given é me\m-9>

direction to shoot it down.
dne ow/

The United States Government does not sheet—dewn foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown ;ensitive B.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost, or in distress on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian a;rcra t. The Spviet Government calls it an accident.
I call it murder: Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them, just as they were
spoken.

I have long believed that a system whichx:_ i '

peaeancEs—God—and—our—judeo=christian—idealé;}wantonly disregards

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
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constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave
threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds. 5&900Mu§7

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government toEefend a liea GR Lot Pha ‘\‘\”wsl’('\« v

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the

iV \i

attack on the Korean airliner. -O0rxr—de—they beliewve-that-a life
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The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
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world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
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will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized
world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and tries to cover it up.

No wh I heard about tK attack, my first anstinct was!to
Onve GLDA gev &w 4 ~ &‘0-&4—8( e Qb\‘e& 769.,. Ve,

order st on retallatory severe

Cuch an a}r Cwpp 24 &f/(
O‘LQQA/ punishment ] PH ‘
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peaceful movémen i ¢ hoslovaki%pénj pSland

The world has always been filled with\ danger, but now it is
even more dangexous In this\nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times no Xonger apply. AS the President of the 1red
States, I am responsible first and foremost for\the safety of
you, your children and your grandchildren. So I cannot respond
as Franklin Roosewvelt did to this new day of 4dnfamy. >

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
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firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one
tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, ouﬁ po}icy towarg tae ngiets has been based on
realismaiklt {ecognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an

absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.
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- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion: In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

—— We also will reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet
airline Aeroflot from the United States. .

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
steps must be in concert with other concerned nations. Twelve
countries were represented in that downed aircraft. The Republic
of Korea lost more lives than any other. This issue is not just
between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is between the
Soviet regime and humanity.

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the
following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the

Soviet action.
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Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed.
Third, we are cooperating with other countries to find
better means to insure the safety of civil aviation. Unless and
until the Soviets satisfy the cries of humanity for justice,
their airline Aeroflot should not be accepted iéuifzgifijufizféégﬂJannﬁi
of the international civil air community. And wgag;e-pressilg \ = /
the International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crimea? o unyj/ %MW&W “7%"&/«1,4
Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport.
Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our

efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic

items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
ate SHVWA

area. We/bepe for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.
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My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week by the Soviet Union
against 269 innocent men, women and children aboard an unarmed
Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with the victims and thei; families in this
terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them -- to
brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose composure and eloguence on the day of the news of
her husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game

for home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as

we know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has
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shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their
territory.

As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given
direction to shoot it down.

The United States Government does not shoot down foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown ;ensitive U.Ss.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost, or in distress on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them, just as they were
spoken.

I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
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constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave
threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government to defend a lie.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the
attack on the Korean airliner. Or do they believe that a life
lost in that disaster is worth less than a Russian life?

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of

world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
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will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized
world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and tries to cover it up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times no longer apply. As the President of the United
States, I am responsible first and foremost for the safety of
you, your children and your grandchildren. So I cannot respond
as Franklin Roosevelt did to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
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firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one
tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this 1ate;t Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

—— We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an

absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.
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= We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion: In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also will reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet
airline Aeroflot from the United States. .

e I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
steps must be in concert with other concerned nations. Twelve
countries were represented in that downed aircraft. The Republic
of Korea lost more lives than any other. This issue is not just
between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is between the
Soviet regime and humanity.

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the
following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the

Soviet action.
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Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed.
Third, we are cooperating with other countries to find
better means to insure the safety of civil aviation. Unless and
until the Soviets satisfy the cries of humanity for justice,
their airline Aeroflot should not be accepted as a normal member
of the international civil air community. And we are pressing
the International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime. .
Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport.
Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this i
area. We hope for more.
We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.



(State/Elliott)
September 4, 1983
10:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week by the Soviet Union
against 269 innocent men, women and children aboard an unarmed
Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with the victims and their families in this
terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them -- to
brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose composure and eloquence on the day of the news of
her husband's death are a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me: "Our
daughter . . . and her husband . . . died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification, either legal or moral, for what the Soviets did.
As one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game
for home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as

we know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has
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shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their
territory.

As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given
direction to shoot it down.

The United States Government does not shoot down foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost, or in distress on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council of the United Nations will hear them, just as they were
spoken.

I have long believed that a system which, at its core,
renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
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constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave
threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent a repetition, the Soviets are
doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their entire
government to defend a lie.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the
attack on the Korean airliner. Or do they believe that a life
lost in that disaster is worth less than a Russian life?

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of

world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
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will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized
world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
intimidation, they have provoked exactl§ the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and tries to cover it up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.

In the o0ld days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Today such retribution would be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, certain rules from
olden times no longer apply. As the President of the United
States, I am responsible first and foremost for the safety of
you, your children and your grandchildren. So I cannot respond
as Franklin Roosevelt did to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely



Page 5

firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one
tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibly, and carefully, as we determined the
facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an

absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.
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- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion: In my consultation with
the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
congressional resolution condemning this crime.

- We will not renew our bilateral agreement for
cooperation in the field of transportation. And we will suspend
negotiation of several other bilateral arrangements.

- We also will reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet
airline Aeroflot from the United States.

- I am sending Secretary Shultz to Madrid tomorrow. I
have instructed him to make the Soviet crime the principal
subject of his meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko.

Some steps we can take ourselves. But the most effective
steps must be in concert with other concerned nations. Twelve
countries were represented in that downed aircraft. The Republic
of Korea lost more lives than any other. This issue is not just
between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is between the
Soviet regime and humanity:

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the
following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the

Soviet action.



Page 7

Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations
for all who were killed.

Third, we are cooperating with other countries to find
better means to insure the safety of civil aviation. Unless and
until the Soviets satisfy the cries of humanity for justice,
their airline Aeroflot should not be accepted as a normal member
of the international civil air community. And we are pressing
the International Civil Aviation Organization to investigate this
crime.

Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of private
groups, both American and international, who have a special
interest in civil air safety -- airline pilots, passenger
associations and others -- so that we can work with them to
improve the security of air transport.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will redouble our
efforts with our Allies to end the flow of military and strategic
items to the Soviet Union. We have already made progress in this
area. We hope for more.

We will pursue every course of action to confront the
Soviets with the just demands of the world public. That is why
Secretary Shultz must and will proceed with his scheduled meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid this week.
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My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last weekg/%y the
Soviet Unioxﬁgains 269 innocent men, women and children!b-'

m!'!‘5555%f§§Ejhbeard*£n unarmed Korean passenger plane: =7 (7

Our prayers are with thgé%’victims and their families in
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this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them --

to brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine

McDonald, whose composure and eloquenc n the day of the news
of her husband's death4?4;re-a tribute to the ideals he so
P

courageously represented.
The parents of one slain couple wired me@ "Our daughter, ¢ o

- P
—Frenme—SteckI®r and her husband E%uert—died on Korean Airline
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Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation

throughout the world.

—

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
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justification En—int ironal

- or what the Soviets did. As ;(i\
one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game for
home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as we

know it." ©Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot

at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory.
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As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one>aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given
direction to shoot it down.

The United States Government does not shoot down foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and.pilots who are
1osf)or in distress on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal o
reaction against it, and the evidénce ofvtheir éomplicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

e world,must hear‘%pese words. Tomorrow the Security
N Dl rictas; .

Councilawill hear them, ,as they were spoken.

I have long believed that a systeﬁﬁyahich, at its core, :,ég;m
renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave

threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
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more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that

carefull ultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than

come clean to the world, rather than immediately'and.publicl§\
investigate the incident,Léxplain to the world how itvcame about,

punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts

to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, 0 fgr compensation to
the families, and work to prevent Wm
adxecrafe, the Soviets are doing just the opposite. They are
mobilizing their entire government to defend a lie.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar invéstigation of the
attack on the Korean airliner. Or do they believe that a life
lost in that disaster is worth less than a Russian life?

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized

world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
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intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the

/

political system that excuses it and tgﬁg”to cover it up. 74\
v
Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. . The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechosl;vakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.
In the old days,'"an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate?kﬁ ucﬁiretribution would;stiiiﬁbe just, but it is \>g<
no longer appropriate. \

The world has always been filled with but now it is :§<;
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to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as 1eaders and c1t;zens of the =~
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civilized world, to sespond in a calm, controlled, but abs iutely
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firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one

tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.



Page 5

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy

called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult.with my advisers,

congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the

public regarding the steps we should take.
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But theé world must not stafid still and allow violence
to be used against humanity¥ without exacting a penalty and
taking steps to\ prote itself. That is why I spent this
weekend consultiv; with my advisers, Congressional leaders,
representatjwves of‘\other countries and the public regarding

the steps we should take.
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matter the center of his meeting with Foreign Minister

Gromyko next week.
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humanity.

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the

following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an

emergency meeting of tze Uni?ed Nations Security Council.
aanq-—?‘ueanorea , Japan,

Canada, Australia, the Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China,

Debate began Friday,

the United Kingdom, New Zealand and Zairewjoined us in

expressing horror at the Soviet action.

Second, we will work with other nations to seek

reparations for #hese who were killed. AMericaRS - INAAC llPuwdume
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Fourth, we are listening carefully to the views of
private groups, both American and international, who have a
special interest in civil air safety--airline pilots,
passenger associations and others--so that we can work e
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eeneers with them to improve the security of air transport.

Fifth, in the economic area in general, we will
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September 4, 1983
9:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week, by the
Soviet Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children, from
many countries aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with their victims and their families in
this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them --
to brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose composure and eloquence, on the day of the news
of her husband's death, were a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me. "Our daughter
Irene Steckler and her husband Stuart died on Korean Airline
Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the Soviet Union
violating every concept of human rights." The emotions of these
parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification in international law for what the Soviets did. As
one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game for
home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as we
know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot

at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory.
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As a matter of fact, in 1978, the Soviets positively
identified one aircraft as a civilian airliner, the pilot read
the name on the side of the aircraft, and then was given
direction to shoot it down.

The United States Government does not shoot down foreign
aircraft over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft
from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S.
military facilities. We and other civilized countries believe in
the tradition of offering help to mariners and pilots who are
lost or in distress on the sea or in the air. We believe in
following procedures to prevent a tragedy, not to provoke one.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council will hear them, as they were spoken.

I have long believed that a system, which, at its core,
renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is a grave

threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
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more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully-cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, offer compensation to
the families, and work to prevent calculated attacks on civilian
aircraft, the Soviets are doing just the opposite. They are
mobilizing their entire government to defend a lie.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger boat
struck a bridge while traveling down the Volga River. Hundreds
of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government immediately had
one of its most senior officials lead an inquiry. Within a very
short time, the government announced its findings. Negligence
was found and procedures were instituted to prevent further
accidents. Certainly the Soviet Government bears a heavy
responsibility for launching a similar investigation of the
attack on the Korean airliner. Or do they believe that a life
lost in that disaster is worth less than a Russian life?

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. They can change their attitude, and I pray they
will. But, as long as they continue to stonewall, the civilized

world will condemn them. If they meant to engage in an act of
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intimidation, they have provoked exactly the opposite reaction.
For on the lips of people thoughout the world tonight is one
word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership. That word is
defiance; defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the
political system that excuses it and trys to cover it up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden
times no longer apply. As the President of the United States, I
am responsible for your safety and your children's and
grandchildren's. So I cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did,
to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one

tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.
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We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the

public regarding the steps we should take.
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We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one, hard reality that has never
changed: The Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world must not tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take.

For our part, this is what we have done and are trying to
do:

- We immediately told the world the shocking facts. We
did so honestly, responsibily, and carefully, as we determined
the facts ourselves.

- We are conducting and assisting search efforts in
international waters near the tragedy.

- We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to behave
honorably by disclosing the facts, taking corrective action,
making restitution, and providing concrete assurances that such
wanton acts will never be repeated. And let me say here that I
believe compensation to the families of those victims is an
absolute moral duty the Soviets must assume.

- We are taking a number of steps to make clear to the
Soviets our deep feelings of revulsion: In my consultation with

the congressional leaders, I asked them to pass a joint
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congressional resolution ef-—candemmatiomof this crime./[\We will

not renew our bilateral agreement for cooperation in the field of

transportation. Q:E;%r . ——

- We also will reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet y}

airline Aeroflot from the United States. )And we will suspéef@ ===

(:Eegotlatlon of seVérEI”Gfﬁér’bl ateral arranggmgats.w$ o
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- I am sendlng Secretary Shultz to Madrld tomorro i
gkts—mattes.tha—aenl::: é
have instructed him to make hlS meeting

with Foreign Minister Gromykonasi-wWweel.
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enres must be in concert with other ncerned nations. welve i
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countries were represented in that downed aircraft.a This issue ﬁ;}lﬁ%

Some steps we can take ourselves, @mt the most effective

is not just between the Soviet Union and the United States; it is
between the Soviet regime and humanity.

Working in concert with other nations, we are doing the
following:

First, along with Korea and Japan, we called an emergency
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. Debate began
Friday. Already, Korea, Japan, Canada, Australia, the
Netherlands, Pakistan, France, China, the United Kingdom,

New Zealand and Zaire have joined us in expressing horror at the
Soviet action.
Second, we will work with other nations to seek reparations

for all who were killed.
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week, by the
Soviet Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children, from
many countries aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with their victims and tﬂ%?& families in
this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them --
to brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose comq%?sure and eloquence on the day of the news
of her husband's deathf/aére a tribute to the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me. "Our daughter
Irene Bigotte Steckler and her husband Stuart died on Korean
Airline Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the
Soviet Union violating every concept of human rights." The
emotions of these parents =-- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by
civilized people everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of
condemnation throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification in international law for what the Soviets did. As
one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game for
home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as we
know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union hés shot

at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their terrltory
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The United States Government does not shoot down foreign aircraft
over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft from the
Soviet Union and Cuba have overflgwn 51t1v S. military
Jﬁiz ﬁw“‘i(ﬁ WA bl ‘JJ HLQ ”"
facilities. We and other c1v1llzed countrlesAﬁ-ito procedures
rwo
to prevent—-a tragedy, Jg one. N huqhk*~r(Vﬂx
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But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal

reaction against it} and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down ahd attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council will hear them, as they were spoken.

I have long believed that th‘=;:§iet system, which, at its
corgjrenounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly
disregards individual rights and the value of human life, and
seeks constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is the o«
giégzzzi-threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is
just one more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words
and deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that

carefully-cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than

come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
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investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,

punish those gullty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts
R

to find the wreckage, recover the bodies, and

work to prevent calculated attacks on civilian aircraft, the

Soviets are doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their

entire government to defend a lie.

—> Wt
The Sqoviet Union ig payi gL? hjavy price %Eu}he eyes of
2 ot ss 1 gy Alay i t

i o
world opinion.lthQQQS Iong as they continue to stonewall, the

civilized world will condemn them. If theYSov&ets_meant to

vela {

engage in an act of intimidation they have the

opposite reaction. For on the lips of people thoughout the world
tonight is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership.
That word is defiance,\bgfiance in the face of this unspeakable
act and teh political system that excuses it and trys to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries
throughout Africa and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is

no longer appropriate.
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The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden
times no longer apply. As the President of the United States, I
am responsible for your safety and your children's and
grandchildren's. So I cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did,
to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
firm manner. We want justice. But we must no; permit one
tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the one hard reality that has never
changed: the Soviets respect only those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the worldh::ngiftolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.

That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,

Congressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take. Seme—steps—we—ean—do.

curselves—but—the most effective onesmustJae_—a'.—ﬂ-—-cromee-rt_.uiLQ_7
other coneerned mations:—Fheissue s notbetween the—Soviet
Unmionmand the United States; 1t 1s between the Soviet regime—and _

humanity.




The Soviets face a clear choice in dealing with this
tragedy. If they have any concern for innocent human
life--as they repeatedly claim--they will immediately and
publicly investigate the incident, explain to the world how
it came about, punish those guilty of this heinous crime,
cooperate in efforts to find the wreckage and recover the
bodies, offer compensation to the bereaved families, and
change the orders given to their military units to prevent
calculated attacks on civilian aircraft, whatever the

circumstances.

comttnut Yo
If, on the other hand, theyArefuse to face the facts

publicly and instead deny them and attempt to confuse the
public with fabrications, distortions and innuendo--as their
controlled media and diplomatic representatives have done up
to now--then they will stand exposed to the world as callous
brutes who recognize no limits bn the use of violence, so

long as it can be used with impunity.

Not long ago, in a tragic accident, a Soviet passenger
boat struck a bridge while travelling down the Volga River.
Hundreds of Soviet citizens died. The Soviet Government
immediately had one of its most senior officials lead an
inquiry. Within a very short time the government announced
its findings. Negligence was found and procedures were
instituted to prevent further accidents. Certainly the
Soviet Government bears a heavy responsibility for launching

a similar investigation of the attack on the Korean
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airliner. Or do they believe that a—Korean-ﬁapanese—or
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r"~,--““'—3ﬁ¥=fﬁ€;WOrld must not stand still and allow violence

to be used against humanity without exacting a penalty and
taking steps to protect itself. That is why I spent this
weekend consulting with my advisers, Congressional leaders,
representatives of other countries and the public regarding

the steps we should take.

( LfaJQAL ﬁ; dekyuss;uuéy odwm¢q/¥ﬁ2iﬂk;>
For our part, this is what we are doing:
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--We are continuing to press the Soviet leaders to

follow the honorable course of investigating and disclosing

the facts, taking corrective action, making restitution, and

providing concrete assurances that such wanton acts will not

be repeated. And let me say here that I believe tim%

compensation to the relatives of the victims is a moral duty

which the Soviets must assume.

--To make clear to the Soviets our deep feelings
on this tragedy, we will not renew our bilateral agreement

for cooperation in the field of transportation.
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September 4, 1983
8:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week, by the
Soviet Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children, from
many countries aboard an unarmed Korean passenger plane.

Our prayers are with their victims and tﬁ%?& families in )/
this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go out to all of them --
to brave people like the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine
McDonald, whose comq%?sure and eloquenc§>?n the day of the news )gf
of her husband's death7$$g¥e a tribute %6 the ideals he so
courageously represented.

The parents of one slain couple wired me. "Our daughter
Irene-BigettéySteckler and her husband Stuart died on Korean \v
Airline Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the
Soviet Union violating every concept of human rights." The
emotions of these parents -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by
civilized people everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of
condemnation throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification in international law for what the Soviets did. As
one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game for
home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as we
know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot

at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory.
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The United States Government does not shoot down foreign aircraft
over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft from the
Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S. military
facilities. We and other civilized countries follow procedures
to prevent a tragedy, not to provggé'one. §<\

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it, and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.

I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the
launch. The target is destroyed."

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council will hear them, as they were spoken.

I have long believed that the Soviet system, which at its
core renounces God and our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly
disregards individual rights and the value of human life, and
seeks constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is the
greatest threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is
just one more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words
and deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all
designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
carefully-cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than

come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
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investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,
punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts

) . 9#“ CoMpe A,Aq_,’h'm\
to find the wreckage, recover the bodles,/to the families, and
work to prevent calculated attacks on civilian aircraft, the
Soviets are doing just the opposite. They are mobilizing their
entire government to defend a lie.

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. And as long as they continue to stonewall, the
civilized world will condemn them. If the Soviets meant to
engage in an act of intimidatiowi;hey have engendered exactly the
opposite reaction. For on the lips of people thoughout the world
tonight is one word, one word directed at the Soviet leadership.
That word is defianc%zjqefiance in the face of this unspeakable

N\

act and %&y political system that excuses it and trys to cover it
up.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. The Soviets deserve severe
punishment. Their regime has imprisoned half of Europe, put down
peaceful movement toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
invaded, gassed and killed citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
terrorism and Cuban surrogates to destabilize countries

throughout Africa and Latin America.
In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is

no longer appropriate.
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The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden
times no longer apply. As the President of the United States, I
am responsible for your safety and your children's and
grandchildren's. So I cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did,
to this new day of infamy.

It is the duty of all of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, to respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely
firm manner. We want justice. But we must not permit one
tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
called "the long twilight struggle." From the beginning of this
Administration, our policy toward the Soviets has been based on
realism. It recognizes the on%ghgrd reality that has never
changed: he Soviets respect oﬁiy those who operate and
negotiate from a position of strength.

So, the world cannot tolerate this latest Soviet crime,
without exacting a penalty and taking steps to protect itself.
That's why I returned to Washington to consult with my advisers,
¢ongressional leaders, representatives of other countries and the
public regarding the steps we should take. Some steps we can do
ourselves, but the most effective ones must be in concert with
other concerned nations. The issue is not between the Soviet

Union and the United States; it is between the Soviet regime and

humanity.

X
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(State/Elliott)
September 4, 1983
7:30 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983
My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm referring to the attack last week, by the
Soviet Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children,
5.3 iegol

many countries aboard an unarmed Korean passenger

plane.

Our prayers are with their victims and thQS}/families in *fL———
this terrible time of grief. Our hearts go oul to all of them --
brave people llke the wife of Congressman McDonald, Katherine

McDonald, ,whose p@Lsure and eloquence on the day of the news 74
zu W 4/7’( donls Lo cq,(wité.

-%ere a tribute to

S@avw
The parents of onepcouple

daughter Irene Bigette Steckler and her husband Stuart died on

Korean Airline Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the

Soviet Unipn violating every concept of human rights." The¥
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emotiogz?aé/érief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification in international law for what the Soviets did. As
one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair game for
home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil aviation as we
know it." Nor is this the first time the Soviet Union has shot

at and hit a civilian airliner when it overflew their territory.
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The United States Government does not shoot down foreign aircraft
over U.S. territory, even though commercial aircraft from the

Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown sensitive U.S. military

facilities. [JQ bwd Oflf orilened gouunlasr (\&om rocbcn h WJ "

kenytqy mot’ o peovele ot

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against ig)and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have
yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
civilian aircraft. The Soviet Government calls it an accident.
I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the SedZ~12
launch. The target is destroyed." éo..({l_d"l

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security

Council will hear them, as they were spoken. I%—is—net—we—uhg§\‘
Wit et i Sov — . ] . el

kied and continue to lie, who-will be condemning themselves in

T
the_court of world opinion.

I have long Eflieved that the Soviet system, which at its
O~
core'renounce§Aour judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards

individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly.to expand and dominate other nations, is the greatest
threat to the qivilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

In recent years, the Soviets have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all

designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that
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carefully~-cultivated image is being stripped bare. Rather than
come clean to the world, rather than immediately and publicly
investigate the incident, explain to the world how it came about,

punish those guilty of this heinous crime, cooperate in efforts

to find the wreckage\aadﬂrecover the bodies, offer—compensation (EZ&#»

Vel
to the bereaved families, and chanmge—the—erders—given—te—their

military-units to prevent calculated attacks on civilian
airpraft, the Soviets are doing just the opposite. They are
mobilizing their entire government to defend a lie.

The Soviet Union is paying a heavy price in the eyes of
world opinion. And as long as they continue to sEpneyall, the
civilized world will condemn them. LNJy{{ (;vw\ Jvhj 5 ﬁ)&gg,lZ,

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action. Mramkdy, the Soviets deserve

severe punishment. This_is jthe{regime thet has imprisoned half

of Europe ;, put down peaceful movemenf\

)

toward democracy in Czechoslovakia and Poland, invaded, gassed

le00a d

and masseered citizens in Afghanistan, condoned the tortu and

W
suffering of mllllons in Southeast As1a and usedy Cuban eroops—as
surrogates to é%ég;mine countries throughout Africa and Latin
America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is

even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden

times no longer apply. As the President of the United States, I
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humanity but to explain to you as best I can the possible motives
of the Soviet governmenet in this action and those steps we will
take in response.
Lﬁs I have said, the real cause for this trajedy is the
unspeakable curelty that is inherent in totalitarian forms of
government. That is why for example Soﬁ&et fighters are
unequipped to communicate with commercial airliners on
SCJ:( international distress channels -- the Sd@&ets are afraid that

\ ]
Qﬁ» too many of their pilots will use those channels to defect to

freedom.

I,EPOUt the Soivet actions of late last week, we do know this
much: the commef%sgl airliner was tracked on radar for more than
two and a half hours -- its destruction was no accident; from all
that we know of the Soviet system, the order to fire had to come
from a high level of the Soivet military or government. Let us
have no illusions on this point.
Was this order a deliberate act of intimidation directed at the
nations of the world and the United States? We do not know. But
surely even the Soivet leadership can see before them now the
wreckage of whatever their purpose and intentiqns were in
destroying this airliner. Surely even they can feel the outnage
and horror of the world, the anger of the Amreican peog&g,/jif

the Soivets meant to engage in an act of intimindation they have

engendered exactly the opposite reaction. For on the lips of

people throughout the world tonight is one word, one word

)T

directed at the Soivet leadership. That word is defiance,

Defiance in the face of this unspeakable act and the political




system that excuses it and trys to.cover it up g defianmce_Tor—adl

of the human sufferring tEAE €his system has—eassed and—defiance
towards—all its—well=known pIams—to—impose that cn?EZ?ziag~an\\\
evenmr—mere—peeptes—and Nations.

{ Yet even in the face of this world reaction and even at this late

~—

hour, we have received from the Soviets not a trace of an
adequate explanation. Despite the cover-up and falsehoods
perpetrated by the Soviets, I want to assure you tonight-- as I
assurred the leadership of Congress yesterday here at the White
House -- that your governmenet will continue to press the S?ﬂyet
.government for a full accounting. We will do this through
diplomatic channels -- we will do this in the internat%ggnl forum
of the United Nations. 269 innocent lives were lost. They must
be accounted for. The Aﬁ?eican people, the world demand/thls
accounting. We shall press this point. We will never relent.
tT There are other steps we are taking and before I turn to what I~
“belrve must be the principal response of the United States and

le
the world to this atrocit;g JE% me briefly outline now to you some

immediate measures. R

OUTLINE STEPS:

Now besides these steps, let me move to what I believe is the

most effective response the United States or the world can make

in this crisis. In order to do so, hdoever, I must put in
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cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did, to this new day of

infamy.

o fe dty 4
« of us, as leaders and citizens of the civilized world,

W"‘t -
mest respond in a calm, controlled, but absolutely firm(/—WE“éant

justice. But we ) not permit one tragedy to become an even

greater tragedy.)/

This ddes ™ nQt mean.we are ;q\ifess. fe~may n&t ﬂﬁlifle to

T

St shafge the ewd ays Of_ the Soviet r&gime, Rut welCamn change

S s / ' ! 'r-‘- \ 3
our§edwes. We can learn the lesSans of “thi agic inciden

We must steadfastly grid ourselves for what John F. Kennedy
. : - ferganninng 1 Hlies fduinces
calledL:fhe long twilight struggle." r policy toward the
.‘m]’\
Soviets %s. based on realism. It recogniz%g the onefhard reality
that has never changed: the Soviets respect only those who
operate and negotiate from,a jposjtion of strength.

% go/ e world msrmb'stmmr,‘pemrttmg this latest
Soviet crime, without exacting a penalty and taking steps to
protect itself. That's why I returned to Washington &his—weekend
to consult with my advisers, Congressional leaders,
representatives of other countries and the public regarding the
steps we should take. Some steps we can do ourselves, but the
most effective ones must be in concert with other concerned

nations. The issue is not ere—3ust between the Soviet Union and

T b
the United States5 bu?/SZZween the Soviet regime and humanity.

s,
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PRESIDENTIAL TELEVISION ADDRESS: FLIGHT 007
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds. I'm refeééng to the attack last week, by the
Soviet Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children,
representing many countries aq?Ebd an unarmed Korean passenger
plane. ._-(,.an ochQPmL(

Our hearts-und qm~¥ers ar thelr victims jand their

o fom ) B Ale nfe g

families in thlS terrlﬁﬁa time of g 1ef

s
The parents of § _couple who were killed wired me. "Our

daughte;;Irene Bigotte Steckler and her husband Stuart died on
Korean Airline Flight 007. Their deaths were the result of the
Soviet Union violating every concept of human rights." Their
emotions -- grief, shock, anger -- are shared by civilized people
everywhere. We are witnessing an outpouring of condemnation
throughout the world.

Let me make one thing plain: There is absolutely no
justification in international law for what the Soviets did.
<“—as one Indian paper said, "If every passenger . . . is fair
game for home Air Forces . . . it will be the end to civil

aviation as we know it." Nor is this the first time the
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Soviet Union has shot at and hit a civilian airliner when it
overflew their territory. The United States Government does not
shoot down foreign aircraft over U.S. territory, even though
commercial aircraft from the Soviet Union and Cuba have overflown
sensitive U.S. military facilities.

But despite the savagery of their crime, the universal
reaction against it and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truth. The Russian people have

yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a
&l f.. -
I\ e

civilian aircraft. The Sovietkwovéfnment calls it an accident.
I call it murder. Let me repeat the stark words of the Soviet
pilot himself: "Missile warheads locked on. I have executed the(
launch. The target is destroyed." %ﬁ@

The world must hear these words. Tomorrow the Security
Council will hear them, as they were spoken. It is not we who
will be indicting the Soviet Union. It is the Soviets, who have
lied and continue to lie, who will be condemning themselves in
the court of world opinion.

I have long believed that the Soviet system, which at its
core renounces our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate other nations, is the greatest
threat to the civilized world. This latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds. wfk

In recent years, shey have rigged up one of the most

elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the world -- all

D
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designed to portray themselves as peacemakers. But now that

carefully~cultivated image is bging stripped bare. Rather than
vados fan (st .

come clean to the world,athey are mobilizing their entire

government to defend a lie. Z%he Soviet Union is paying a heavy
price in the eyes of world opinion. And as long as they continue
to stonewall, the civilized world will condemn them.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action,ageaimst—the=£oviets. Frankly,
the Soviets deserve severe punishment. This is the regime that
has imprisoned half of Europe behind an iron curtain, put down
peaceful movements toward democracy in {zechoslovakia and Poland,

N, Charis )
invaded, gassed and massacred peepite—in Afghanistan, the
torture and suffering of millions in Southeast Asia and used
Cuban troops as surrogates to undermine countries throughout
Africa and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for an eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden

times no longer apply. As the President of the United States, I

am responsible for the safeﬁ%agé_xggdgﬂgazgur Childreniﬂ)A‘EFiﬁF:h
[}
u

Feaderof thée rfres—wortd, ] am=edhawged Wwith protecting humanity
2
fromtyranny and dea

So I cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did, to this new

day of infamyl All of us, as leaders and citizens of the

civilized world, must respond in a way—tet—ie calm, controlled,




publicly investigate -the incident, explain to the world how

it. came about, punish those guilty of this heinous crime,

cooperate in efforts to find the wreckage and recover the
bodies, offer compensation to the bereaved families, and

change the orders given to their military units tzjfrezeggiz E \
d&ﬁ &gv( ﬁ

calculated attacks on civilian aircraft,
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If, on the other hand, they refuse to face the facts
publicly and instead deny them and attempt to confuse the
public with fabrications, distortions and innuendo--as their
controlled media have done up to now--then they will stand
exposed to the world as callous brutes who recognize no
limits on the use of violence, so long as it can be used

with impunity.

But the world must not stand still and allow violence
to be used against humanity without exacting a penalty and
taking steps to protect itself. That is why I returned to

Washington this weekend to consult with my advisers,

Congressional leaders, representatives of other countries

and the public regarding the steps we should take. Some
)rw steps we can do ourselves, but the most effective ones must
be in concert with other concerned nations. The issue is

CL\él, not one just between the Soviet Union and the United States,

j but between the Soviet regime and humanity.




The world must not stand still, permitting this lateste
Soviet crime ,without exacting a penalty and taking steps to
protect itself. That's why I returned to Washington this weekend

to consult with my advisers,
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but absolutely firm./ We want justice. ®ut we mwst not permit

one tragedy to become an even greater tragedy.
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My fellow Americans, I have asked for time to speak to you
tonight about an outrageous crime that continues to weigh on our
minds.7§'m referring to the attack last week, bxg/:he Soviet \(

Union, against 269 innocent men, women and children,

reepresenting 7;;;y countriest;Lroad an unarmed Korean passenger 7*\\\

plane.
L]
Our hearts/hé% prayers are with ther victems and their 7*1

families in this terrible tlmaﬁ/;f grief. /They must wonder what
their loved ones did, what could they have ever done, to deserve

this inhuman fate.]ﬁ; can only imagine the terror they felkt, in E%L~

those few awful seco t‘gjnﬁ&?ﬁdﬁ ?;AK % r@% %ﬂ
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outpouring of condemnation throughout the wgflg e Indian paper \L;

said \"If every passenger jﬁqu falr game for home Air ‘74
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But despite the savagﬁry of their crime, the universal
reaction against it and the evidence of their complicity, the
Soviets still refuse to tell the truthf1;he Russian people have

yet to be told that their military shot down and attacked a

civilian aircraft. hggéviet'%;S;;rnment calls it an accident.7§

call it murgerjfzi me repeat the stark words of the So#viet pilot
& V9
himself:{Missile warheads locked on.TE'have executed the launch.

The target is destroyed.4 I am breaking off the attack."

L .
K { ¢ ("‘5 The v{r}s{)d must hear these words.ﬁl‘omorl% J::_l:le Security

.Q$p1 . i?__. N G

, \P. ) Council will hear them, as they ?;re spoken. > not we who

wil?g; indicting the Soviet Unionj&tgﬁ; the Soviets, who have

Qﬁfﬂ continue to lie, who will be condemning themselves in the court
o%f world opinion.

I have long believed that the Soviet system, which at its
core renounces our judeo-christian ideals, wantonly disregards
individual rights and the value of human life, and seeks
constantly to expand and dominate otherlxgtions, is the greatest
threatf t{o the civilized world.7§£is latest outrage is just one
more indication of the glaring gap between Soviet words and
deeds.

IHF;cent years, they have rigged up one of the most
elaborate and expensive propaganda machines in the worlég;gil
designed to por{%éy themselves as peacemakersiggif;ow 230

that>arefullyﬁcultivated image is being stripped barejﬂath@k than

t
come clean to the world, they are mobilizing

y 4
their Government to defend a lie.

£
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come
end a liIe. The Soviet Union is pay%%hg a >(\
he%avy price in the eyes of world.opinion.‘?nd as loﬁng as they ;%\
. i : Ledld Kvav‘
continue tostonewall, tworse:.

Now when I heard about this attack, my first instinct was to
order strong retaliatory action against the Soviets. Frankly, the
Soviets deserve severe punishment. This is the regime that has
imprisoned ®mme~half of Europe behnd an iron curtain, put down
peaceful movwements toward democracy in Czhechoslovakia and
Poland, invaded, gassed and massaacred thntbgopie‘af‘ bkﬁ
Afghanistan,directed the torture and suffering of millions in
Southeast ASia,and, used Cuban troops as surrogates to undermine
countrrfgz(zzzézgigca and Latin America.

In the old days, "an eye for abn eye" would have been just
and appropriate. Such retribution would still be just, but it is
no longer appropriate.

The world has always been filled with danger, but now it is
even more dangerous. In this nuclear world, the rules from olden
times no .,onger apply. As the President of the United States, I
am responsible for the safety of you nad your children. And aS
a leader of the free world, I am charged with protecting humanity
from tyranny and death.

So I cannot respond, as Franklin Roosevelt did, to this new
day of infamy. All of us, as leaders and citizens of the
civilized world, must respond in a way that is calm, controlled,
but absolutely firm. We want justice. But we must not permit one

tragedy toi become an even greater tragedy.
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However—we fare met helpless. Wwe may not be able to change
the evil ways of the Soviet regime, but we can change ourselves.

We can learn the lessons of this tragic incident.
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OUR PAUGHTER IRENE BIGOTTE STECHLER AND HER HUSBAND STUART DIED ON
KOREAN AIRLINE FLIGHT 007. THEIR DEATHS WERE THE RESULT OF TH& BOVIET
UNLION VIOLATING EVERY CONCEFT OF HUMAN RIGHTSESTHIS WAS AN ACT OF
MURDER THAT CANNOT REMAIN UNPUNISHED. WE HUBT THEREFORE URGE YOU 7O
ENFORCE THE STRONGEST SANCTIONS AT THE DISFOSAL OF YOUR OFFICE. THIS
REQUEST IS NOT MADE FOR FERSONNAL REVENGE, FOR THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN
AGAINBET EVERY BELIEF IRENE AND STUART CHERISHED, BUT WITH THE FERVENT
HOFE THAT SANCTIONS TAKEN WILL DETER THE SOVIET UNION FROH FURTHER
COMMITTING SUCH WANTON MURDER. JEAN PIERRE AND EVA BIGOTTE 3 HAGNOLIA
FLACE RYE NEW YORH 10380.
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What we are doing

Bilatera¥ly -— on our own:
-—- As RmEmXR soon as we knew, we immediately told
the &km world and told them in terms we thought would be convincing.

Did it carefullyby | 5 | I )

—-— We also informed the Soviets that we would not

renew a transportation agreement with them. That agreement provides
for .
—-— We have put a hold on the opening of new consulétes
in New York City and Kiev that were to be opened soon;
-- We have also delayed talks on a new exchange
agremment that would send various groups km from one country
to the other.
—- #mt We have reaffirmed our prohibiton of
Aeroflot flights to the U.S. Those flights were first cut
off after Afghanistan. We have told the Smiw Soviets again
that they w are not being renewed, and I have directed that
steps be taken to make it more difficult for khkm=m anyone to
purchase tickets on Aeroflot whikexitm here in U.S. (Note: RR
is anxious to close down Aeroflot office in NY and perhaps elsewhere

that are still open for business, selling tix out of Montreal, etc.)




Working in concert with other nations:

-- Along with fapam Korea and Japan, called emergency
meeting of the Mm U.N. Security Council. Debate began Friday
and many nations kawmxak¥ -— & name them -- have already condemned
the Soviets. They mmmkimum have offered only answers that
distort the evidence. Debate will resume tomorrow in NYC.

-- We want to work with other memm nations to
seek reparations for those who were killed. Soviets must pay
just compensation to families. ZXhmxmxwmrExwurx Americans
made up large & contingent on plane -- over 50 U.S. citizens
on board —- but there were also citizens on there from over
a dozen other nations (identified so far). International
® Court of Justice may be forum for this (note, Ben: RR thinks
reparations and aviation are two key elements of response. He
is very hot on reparations).

-— We are working with allies on ways to isolate
Aeroflot flights. Xk This will be matter we will take up with
International Civil Aviatitdn Organization m in Montreal.

-— In economic a® area, we @k are also working with
allies on ways to kighkemxmpxxa end flow of military and
strategic items to USSR. Have already made progress on this

front in past year; hope to make more now.




—— Imxhakhxmukika Working with both our allies
and on our own, we also intend to continue pressing Soviets
for a full explanation and an apology. Sect. Shultz leaving
tomorrow for Madrid am to meet iwth Foriegn Minister Gromyko
and I have directed him to make this incident the first
item on the agenda. These talks will not be business as= usual.
Indeed, the whole purpose of the Madrid meetings o¥ vari-us
foreign ministerd is to work on ®m human righss, and the
¥ atrocity of xkix last week is one of the grossest violations

of human rights in recent memory.




DRAFT SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT
ON THE KOREAN AIRLINER SHOOTDOWN

SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

MY FELLOW AMERICANS, I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU AGAIN ABOUT THE
BRUTAL SOVIET ATTACK ON AN UNARMED PLANE AND HUNDREDS OF
INNOCENT PEOPLE. IT CONTINUES TO WEIGH ON MY HEART, AS I KNOW
IT DOES ON YOURS. OUR THOUGHTS ARE CONSTANTLY WITH THE VICTIMS
AND THEIR FAMILIES FROM MANY LANDS. THE WHOLE CIVILIZED WORLD
IS GIVING VENT TO ITS OUTRAGE, AND THE SOVIET UNION CONTINUES
TO REFUSE US EVEN A SERIOUS EXPLANATION OF WHAT HAPPENED.

THIS INEXCUSABLE ACT OF VIOLENCE CAME AS A SHOCK TO US ALL,

BUT IT DID NOT COME AS A SURPRISE TO THIS ADMINISTRATION OR TO
-_—
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

WE KNOW WHAT THE SOVIETS ARE CAPABLE OF. THEY HAVE PROVED
TIME AND AGAIN OVER THE YEARS AND ALL OVER THE WORLD THAT THEY
BELIEVE THEY ARE NOT LIKE OTHER COUNTRIES; THAT THEY BELIEVE
THEY ARE EXEMPT FROM THE RULES THAT APPLY TO OTHERS; THAT THEY
CLAIM THE RIGHT TO USE FORCE IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE REST OF
THE WORLD WANTS PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS.

THEY DO NOT NEED TO BE THAT WAY. THERE WAS NO REASON IN
TERMS OF LEGITIMATE SOVIET INTERESTS FOR THEM TO SHOOT DQWN

souuwaﬁagg,—\@.w«f w [ Ml—

LET ME GIVE YOU THE STARK WORDS OF THE SOVIET PILOT

THIS CIVILIAN AIRLINER.

HIMSELF: "MISSILE WARHEADS LOCKED ON. I HAVE EXECUTED THE

LAUNCH. THE TARGET 1S DESTROYED. I AM BREAKING OFF THE

ATTACK. " Sov- MLQ ot kol 6~ 9 flela,

-—

THE WORLD MUST HERE THESE WORDS. TOMORROW IN THE SECURITY

COUNCIL IT WILL HEAR THEM, AS THEY WERE SPOKEN.
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As we work with other countries to see that justice is done,

I hope that all of us, as citizens of this great and free

land, will remember the layger lesson of thig tgrrible tragedy. b Q;reﬂﬂ
.&a»ml, ur keeg o 2y €~ m@vxgi}}u L%ag&i@@uwﬁ od N

Senator Henry Jackson, a wise and revered statesman, and one who
probvably understood the Soviets as well any American in history,
warned us,"the greatest threat the United Statyes now faces is
pd&ged by the Soviet Union." But Senator Jackson said:"If America
maintains a strong deterrent--and only if it does--this nation
will continue to be a leader in the crucial quest for enduring
peace among nations."

The late Senator made that statement only 41 days ago,
standing on the Senate floor, speaking in-behalf of the MX
missile program--a program he said was négﬁggary to restore
America's strategic parity with the Soviets. In his speech,
Senator Jaciiéﬁtzuoted thé?mprisoned Soviet dissident,Andrei

Sakharov whe—kee urged the west to build the MX. '
v p«Jdb@aM~*%kw\ )

The Congress will be facing key votes on the gig?s soon as

it returns from recess. I urge the members of that distipgujshe

® il A5t )
body, t® ponder dlong and hard ?*&Soviet‘w.,before

:gr;-cast any votg‘xﬁgilyould weaken tthsecurity and safety of
the American people.

kj‘*”a=¥~ I would also hope that the Europeans can now understand the
need for Pershing missiles--missiles that would not be necessary
if the Soviets were not already ihtimidating the continent wirth
hundreds of SS-20 rockets, and if they did not insist on keeping
them there. If the Soviets have no compunction about shootinfg

down unarmed aircraft, will they have any compunction about

shooting down an unprotected city?
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WE WRNT THESOViEPS—FOBE DIFFERENT. EM TO JOIN

TE2 REST OF K _WORLD, TO ACCEPT THE RULES-ZANDNQBLIGATIONS TH

REST OF THE WORLD EPTS, TO BEAT A#HE SWORDS THEY RAVE

ACCUMULATED OVER THE YF ¢I'O PLOUGHSHARES.
BUT WE RECOGNIZ LEARLY W{AT KIND OF POWER WE MUST DEAL
WITH TODAY. _@UR POLICY TOWARD THE SQVIET UNION BEGINS WITH

REALIS

hE [ /@

Yils P -
séb%ﬁ%S.JOIN THE RES} OF THE WORLD COMMUNIT%}‘ AMUST HAVE T.]

—WE-AESO—RECOGNIZE CLEARLY AND STATEFRANESFIHAT \UNTIL
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STRENGTH =EBED TO BB&E-Wiﬁﬁ-éﬁﬁM. THAT IS WHYYBUILDING -AND
MA%N@%%N%NG THIS NATION'S MILITARY AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH AND

HEL INF OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS BUILD THEIRS)HAS BEEN 2%85
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Y GOAL OF THIS ADMINISTRATION FROM .
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REéEESM AND STRENGTH WFELCONTINGE—FO—BRE ESSENTIAL‘

THE R E—NOT—ENSWe+H I WE ARE ,TO SUCCEED IN OUR LONG-TERM 'A%;yﬁé
EFFORT TO BRING THE SOVIETS INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY OF /3§f

q UST ALSO TALK TO THEM. WE MUST TELL THEM WHAT", (-
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I AM SENDINé SECRETARY SHULTZ TO MADRID TOMORRCW TO DELIVER
OUR MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO, AND
AMBASSADOR NITZE WILL BE RETURNING TO GENEVA TO PURSUE
NEGOTIATIONS ON INTERMEDIATE-RANGE NUCLEAR MISSILES WITH HIS
SOVIET COUNTERPART. EARLY NEXT MONTH AMBASSADOR ROWNY WILL
ALSO RETURN TO GENEVA, TO CONTINUE OUR EFFORT TO ACHIEVE
SIGNIFICANT, VERIFIABLE REDUCTIONS IN STRATEGIC ARMS.

THE GOAL OF BEATING SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES IS AS OLD AS
OUR CULTURE; IF WE ARE TO LIVE IN PEACE, WE HAVE NO MORE
IMPORTANT TASK THAN CONVINCING THE SOVIETS IT IS IN THEIR
INTEREST TO JOIN IN THIS EFFORT.

THE SOVIETS WILL SEEK TO TURN AN ACT OF FORCE AND VIOLENCE
AGAINST PEACEFUL AIR TRAVELLERS INTO AN ISSUE IN U.S.-SOVIET
RELATIONS. THEY WANT TO IMPROVE THEIR MIngABLE PROPAGANDA
POSITION. THEY BROKE THE NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY, AND
THEY WILL TRY TO BLAME US. WE WILL NOT PLAY THEIR GAME. WHEN
WE SPEAK OUT AGAINST A BARBARIC ACT, WE SPEAK WITH THE REST OF
HUMANITY.

HUMANITY DEMANDS THE TRUTH FROM THE SOVIET UNION.

A NUMBER OF STEPS ARE REQUIRED. FOR OUR PART, WE
IMMEDIATELY RELEASED THE FACT THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOT DOWN

THIS UNARMED PLANE.




> TOGETH?R WITH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, JAPAN AND OTHER
NATIONS WE SUMMONED AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL. IT MET FRIDAY, AND NATIONS FROM ACROSS THE
GLOBE VIVIDLY EXPRESSED THEIR OUTRAGE. |

WE ARE IN CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS CONSULTATIONS WITH OUR NATO
ALLIES AND OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS IN ASIA, AND OUR VOICE AND
EFFORTS HAVE BEEN JOINED TO THEIRS.

| WE HAVE TAKEN A NUMBER OF IMMEDIATE STEPS IN BILATERAL

RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. WE WITHDREW OUR PROPOSAL TO EXTEND
THE BILATERAL TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT; WE HAVE REAFFIRMED OUR
SANCTION AGAINST REGULARLY SCHEDULED AEROFLOT FLIGHTS TO THIS
COUNTRY; WE WILL NOT PROCEED TO DISCUSSION ON A NUMBER OF OTHER

BILATERAL ISSUES. —
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BUT THIS IS AN INTERNATIONAL ISSUE IN WHICH ALL CIVILIZED
NATIONS HAVE A STAKE, AND WE WILL JOIN WITH OTHERS IN
RESPONDING. THE DEMAND FOR THE TRUTH WILL CONTINUE.

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, WHICH LOST MORE LIVES THAN ANY OTHER

\
NATION, HAS PUT THE DEMANDS OF THE WORLD WELL. IT CALLED ON
]

THE SOVIET UNION TO OFFER A FULL ACCOUNT OF WHi% HAPPENED, TO
APOLOGIZE, TO PUNISH THOSE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE, TO GUARANTEE
UNIMPEDED ACCESS TO THE CRASH SITE, TO OFFER FULL COMPENSATION
AND CREDIBLE GUARANTEES AGAINST A RECURRENCE OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST CIVIL AIRLINERS.

WE MET YESTERDAY WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF BOTH HOUSES OF
CbNGRESS, AND OUR APPROACH HAS THEIR FULL, BIPARTISAN SUPPORT.
WE ARE IN CONTINUOUS TOUCH WITH THE FAMILIES OF OUR VICTIMS,
WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS WHOSE CITIZENS LOST THEIR LIVES, WITH_
PRIVATE GROUPS WHO ARE AS OUTRAGED AS WE ARE.

THE SOVIET UNION MUST MEET ITS MORAL OBLIGATIONS. FAMILIES
THAT SUFFERED SUCH TERRIBLE LOSS ARE DEMANDING THAT THE SOVIETS
MEET THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. WE WILL PUT FORWARD A U.S. CLAIM

AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION FOR COMPENSATION FOR THE LOSS OF LIFE

AND PROPERTY, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE VICTIMS' SURVIVORS.




e

'OUR OVERALL RESPONSE WILL BE STRONG, DIGNIFIED AND
ggéTAINED.' IT WILL FOCUS ON ENHANCING THE INTEGRITY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION SYSTEM. WITH OTHER NATIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS, WE ARE URGENTLY CONSIDERING SPECIFIC STEPS TO
BRING HOME TO THE SOVIETS THAT THEY MUST ABIDE BY CIVILIZED
NORMS. TOGETHER WITH OTHERS, WE WILL BE ACTING IN THE UN, IN
THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION AND IN REGIONAL
AVIATION BODIES. PILOTS FROM MANY}COUNTRIES ARE EXPRESSING
THEIR CONCERNS AND CONSIDERING THEIR RESPONSES.

WE WILL NOT ANSWER SOVIET VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE HERE. I
CALL ON ALL AMERICANS TO REFRAIN FROM THREATS OR VIOLENT ACTS
AGAINST SOVIET CITIZENS AND PROPERTY IN THIS COUNTRY.

WE WILL REMAIN THE PEACEMAKERS AND THE PEACEKEEPERS. WE
WILL MAINTAIN OUR STRENGTH, AND WE WILL EBRSUE THE HISTORIC ~
EFFORT TO BRING THE SOVIETS INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY. IN THE
GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS, WE SEEK SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR
ARMS. DESPITE SOVIET EFFORTS TO FUEL CONFLICT, WE WANT PEACE
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND ELSEWHERE.

WE KNOW OUR RESPONSIBILITIES. WE KNOW IT WILL BE HARD TO
MAKE A NATION THAT RULES ITS OWN PEOPLE THROUGH FORCE CEASE
USING FORCE AGAINST THE REST OF THE WORLD. BUT THAT IS THE

TASK BEFORE US.

WANG 6649B






publicly investigate -the incident, explain to the world how
I \ it. came about, punish those guilty of this heinous crime,
MIJ cooperate in efforts to find the wreckage and recover the

bodies, offer compensation to the bereaved families, and

I change the orders given to their military units te‘:{?rezer&_“2 é

calcu{;tfd attacks on civilian a1rcraft,
: % > 11L7 Z&:ii LﬁrzLﬂL%bég 411Af (R ML~41~

wb ‘ If, on the other hand, they refuse to face the facts
111 ‘lv"‘ publicly and instead deny them and attempt to confuse the
. public with fabrications, distortions and innuendo--as their
/ controlled media have done up to now--then they will stand
r exposed to the world as callous brutes who recognize no
"/’l limits on the use of violence, so long as it can be used

*_ with impunity.

But the world must not stand still and allow violence
) to be used against humanity without exacting a penalty and
o taking steps to protect itself. That is why I returned to
. Washington this weekend to consult with my advisers,
Congressional leaders, representatives of other countries
and the public regarding the steps we should take. Some
steps we can do ourselves, but the most effective ones must
be in concert with other concerned nations. The issue is
not one just between the Soviet Union and the United States,

but between the Soviet regime and humanity.




For our part, we shall do the following:

First, we will continue to press the Soviet leaders to
follow the honorable course of investigating and disclosing
the facts, taking corrective action, making restitution, and
providing concrete assurances that such wanton acts will not

be repeated.

Second, to make clear to the Soviets our deep feelings
on this tragedy, we will not renew our bilateral agreement
for cooperation in the field of transportation, will
reaffirm our exclusion of the Soviet airline from the United
States, and will suspend negotiation of several bilateral

arrangements.

Third, we will cooperate with other countries in
seeking better means to insure the safety of civil aviation.
One aspect of this effort should be a clear recognition
that, if the Soviet leaders refuse to satisfy the cries of
humanity for justice, their airline should not be accepted
as a normal member of the international civil air community.
And the issue is one which should draw the concerned
attention of international organizations which deal with

civil aviation.

Fourth, we will listen carefully to the views of
private groups, both American and international, who have a
special interest in civil air safety--airline pilots,
passenger associations and others--so that we can work in

concert with them to improve the security of air transport.




We will pursue these courses of action vigorously and
will not flag in the effort to impress upon the Soviet
leaders the just demands of the world public. That is why I
have instructed Secretary Shultz to proceed with his
scheduled meeting with Foreign Minister Gromyko in Madrid
this week. We must not let slip any opportunity to

communicate our views directly to decision-makers in Moscow.

We will also continue our efforts to achieve balanced,
verifiable reductions of arms, since this is most important
for maintaining peace and security in the world. That is
why Ambassador Nitze has returned to Géneva for the next
round of negotiations on intermediate-range nuclear weapons
in Europe. Our policy of seeking to reduce the arms burden

has not changed and will not change.

But the barbarous Soviet act in deliberately shooting

down a defenseless airliner brings home to us once again the
Q F need to rebuild and maintain our military and economic
strength, and to help our Allies and friends maintain
theirs. For we must have the means to defend ourselves and
maintain the peace in a world where some respect only
strength. We cannot rely on the good will and civilized
restraint of a power which shoots down loaded civilian
aircraft. And without strength, we will never be able to

achieve the balanced, verifiable reductions in arms which we

so much desire.

Let us rededicate ourselves to achieving the goals we

have pursued from the beginning of this Administration. We




know our responsibilities. We know it will be hard to make

a nation that rules its own people through force cease using

force against the rest of the world. But that is the task

before us.
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But the barbarous Soviet act in deliberately shooting

down a defenseless airliner brings home to us once again the
need to rebuild and maintain our military and economic
strength, and to help our Allies and friends maintain
theirs. For we must have the means to defend ourselves and
maintain the peace in a world where some respect only
strength. We cannot rely on the good will and civilized
restraint of a power which shoots down s civilian
aircraft. And without strength, we will never be able to

khAb}4- achieve the balanced, verifiable reductions in arms which we

y\) ./) so much desire.

*\meéi Let us rededicate ourselves to achieving the goals we
w° ~  have pursued from the beginning of this Administration. We
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‘Ei’,f”’ know our responsibilities. We know it will be hard to make

a nation that rules its own people through force cease using
force against the rest of the world. But that is the task

before us.




DRAFT SPEECH BY THE PRESI1DENT
ON THE KOREAN AIRLINER SHOOTDOWN

SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

MY FELLOW AMERICANS, I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU AGAIN ABOUT THE
BRUTAL SOVIET ATTACK ON AN UNARMED PLANE AND HUNDREDS OF
INNOCENT PEOPLE. IT CONTINUES TO WEIGH ON MY HEART, AS I KNOW
IT DOES ON YOURS. OUR THOUGHTS ARE CONSTANTLY WITH THE VICTIMS
AND THEIR FAMILIES FROM MANY LANDS. THE WHOLE CIVILIZED WORLD
IS GIVING VENT TO ITS OUTRAGE, AND THE SOVIET UNION CONTINUES
TO REFUSE US EVEN A SERIOUS EXPLANATION OF WHAT HAPPENED.

THIS INEXCUSABLE ACT OF VIOLENCE CAME AS A SHOCK TO US ALL,

BUT IT DID NOT COME AS A SURPRISE TO THIS ADMINISTRATION OR TO
'\

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

WE KNOW WHAT THE SOVIETS ARE CAPABLE OF. THEY HAVE PROVED
TIME AND AGAIN OVER THE YEARS AND ALL OVER THE WORLD THAT THEY
BEL1EVE THEY ARE NOT LIKE OTHER COUNTRIES; THAT THEY BELIEVE
THEY ARE EXEMPT FROM THE RULES THAT APPLY TO OTHERS; THAT THEY
CLAIM THE RIGHT TO USE FORCE IN SITUATIONS WHERE THE REST OF
THE WORLD WANTS PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS.

THEY DO NOT NEED TO BE THAT WAY. THERE WAS NO REASON IN
TERMS OF LEGITIMATE SOVIET INTERESTS FOR THEM TO SHOOT DOWN
THIS CIVILIAR AIRLINER. 0 & o= @‘“EQE‘i'

LET ME GIVE YOU THE STARK WORDS OF THE SOVIET PILOT
HIMSELF: "MISSILE WARHEADS LOCKED ON. 1 HAVE EXECUTED THE
LAUNCH. THE TARGET 1S DESTROYED. I AM BREAKING OFF THE
Sov “cqi( ol had Greey (ﬁ {{,W'.,’

ATTACK."

—

THE WORLD MUST HERE THESE WORDS. TCMORROW 1IN THE SECURITY

COUNCIL IT WILL HEAR THEM, AS THEY WERE SPOKEN.




WANT THEM TO JOIN

WE WRNT THE SOVIETS TO BE DIFFERENT.

J
TFZ REST OF. T WORLD, TO ACCEPT THE RULES ANDNQBLIGATIONS THE
REST OF THE VIORLD ATCEPTS, TO BEAT THE SWORDS THEY ‘WAVE
ACCUMULATED OVER THE YEA INTO PLOUGESHARES.

BUT WE RECOGNIZE CLEARLY WHAT KIND OF POWER WE MUST DEAL
WITH TODAY. OUR POLICY TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION BEGINS WITH

REALISM.

WE ALSO RECOGNIZE CLEARLY AND STATE FRANKLY THAT UNTIL THE
SCOVILTS JOIN THE REST OF THE WORLD;COMMUNITY WE MUST HAVE TiiE
STRENGTH NEEDED TO DEAL WITH THEM. THAT 1S WHY BUILDING AND
MAINTAINING THIS NATION'S MILITARY AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH AND

HELPING OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS BUILD THEIRS HAS BEEN SUCH A

PRIMARY GOAL OF THIS ADMINISTRATION FROM THE BEGINNING. 'S

REALISM AND STRENGTH WILL CONTINUE TO BE ESSENTIAL, BUT
THEY ARE NOT ENOUGH IF WE ARE TO SUCCEED IN OUR LONG-TERM
EFFORT TO EBRING THE SOVIETS INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY OF
NATIONS. WE MUST ALSO TALK TO THEM. WE MUST TELL THEM WHAT
THE WORLD EXPECTS FROM THEM.

THAT 2“AS BEEN MY APPROACH FROM THE BEGINNING, AND IT IS MY
APPROACH NOW. THIS TERRIBLE TRAGEDY SHOWS MORé CLEARLY THAN
EVER THAT WE NEED TO BE REALISTIC, THAT WE NEED TO BE STRONG,

THEAT WE KEED TO KEEP TALKING.
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I AM SENDIN& SECRETARY SHULTZ TO MADRID TOMORROW TO DELIVER
OUR MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO, AND
AMBASSADOR NITZE WILL BE RETURNING TO GENEVA TO PURSUE
NEGOTIATIONS ON INTERMEDIATE-RANGE NUCLEAR MISSILES WITH HIS
SOVIET COUNTERPART. EARLY NEXT MONTH AMBASSADOR ROWNY WILL
ALSO RETURN TO GENEVA, TO CONTINUE OUR EFFORT TO ACHIEVE
SIGNIFICANT, VERIFIABLE REDUCTIONS IN STRATEGIC ARMS.

THE GOAL OF BEATING SWORDS INTO PLOUGESHARES IS AS OLD AS
OUR CULTURE; IF WE ARE TO LIVE IN PEACE, WE HAVE NO MORE
IMPORTANT TASK THAN CONVINCING THE SOVIETS IT IS IN THEIR
INTEREST TO JOIN IN THIS EFFORT.

THE SOVIETS WILL SEEK TO TURN AN ACT OF FORCE AND VIOLENCE
AGAINST PEACEFUL AIR TRAVELLERS INTO AN ISSUE IN U.S.-SOVIET
RELATIONS. TEEY WANT TO IMPROVE THEIR MlngABLE PROPAGANDA
POSITION. THEY BROKE THE NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY, AND
THEY WILL TRY TO BLAME US. WE WILL NOT PLAY THEIR GAME. WHEN
WE SPEAK OUT AGAINST A BARBARIC ACT, WE SPEAK WITH THE REST OF
HUMANITY .

EUMANITY DEMANDS THE TRUTH FROM THE SOVIET UNION.

A NUMBER OF STEPS ARE REQUIRED. FOR OUR PART, WE
IMMEDIATELY RELEASED THE FACT THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOT DOWN

THIS UNARMED PLANE.




g TOGETH?R WITH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, JAPAN AND OTHER
NATIONS WE SUMMONED AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL. IT MET FRIDAY, AND NATIONS FROM ACROSS THE
GLOBE VIVIDLY EXPRESSED THEIR OUTRAGE.

WE ARE IN CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS CONSULTATIONS WITH OUR NATO
ALLIES AND OUR ALLIES AND FRIENDS IN ASIA, AND OUR VOICE AND
EFFORTS HAVE BEEN JOINED TO THEIRS. .

| WE HAVE TAKEN A NUMBER OF IMMEDIATE STEPS IN BILATERAL
RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. WE WITHDREW OUR PROPOSAL TO EXTEND
THE BILATERAL TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT; WE HAVE REAFFIRMED OUR
SANCTION AGAINST REGULARLY SCHEDULED AEROFLOT FLIGHTS TO THIS
COUKRTRY; WE WILL NOT PROCEED TO DISCUSSION ON A NUMBER OF OTHER

BILATERAL ISSUES. -
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BUT THIS IS AN INTERNATIONAL ISSUE IN WHICH ALL CIVILIZED
NATIONS HAVE A STAKE, AND WE WILL JOIN WITH OTHERS IN
RESPONDING. THE DEMAND FOR THE TRUTH WILL CONTINUE.

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, WHICH LOST MORE LIVES THAN ANY OTHER
NATION, HAS PUT THE DEMANDS OF THE WORLD WELL. IT CALLED ON
THE SOVIET UNION TO OFFER A FULL ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED, TO
APOLOGIZE, TO PUNISH THOSE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE, TO GUARANTEE
UNIMPEDED ACCESS TO THE CRASH SITE, TO OFFER FbLL COMPENSATION
AND CREDIBLE GUARANTEES AGAINST A RECURRENCE OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST CIVIL AIRLINERS.

WE MET YESTERDAY WITH THE LEADERSHIP OF BOTH HOUSES OF

CONGRESS, AND OUR APPROACH HAS THEIR FULL, BIPARTISAN SUPPORT.

WE ARE IN CONTINUOUS TOUCH WITH THE FAMILIES OF OUR VICTIMS,

—

WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS WHOSE CITIZENS LOST THEIR LIVES, WITH
PRIVATE CROUPS WHO ARE AS OUTRAGED AS WE ARE.

THE SOVIET UNION MUST MEET ITS MORAL OBLIGATIONS. FAMILIES -
THAT SUFFERED SUCH TERRIBLE LOSS ARE DEMANDING THAT THE SOVIETS
MEET THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES. WE WILL PUT FORWARD A U.S. CLAIM
AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION FOR COMPERSATION FOR THE LOSS OF LIFE

AND PRCPERTY, FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE VICTIMS' SURVIVORS.
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OUR OVERALL‘RESPONSE WILL BE STRONG, DIGNIFIED AND
gﬁ%TAINED.' IT WILL FOCUS ON ENHANCING THE INTEGRITY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION SYSTEM. WITH OTHER NATIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS, WE ARE URGENTLY CONSIDERING SPECIFIC STEPS TO
BRING HOME TO THE SOVIETS THAT THEY MUST ABIDE BY CIVILIZED
NORMS. TOGETHER WITH OTHERS, WE WILL BE ACTING IN THE UN, IN
THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION AND IN REGIONAL
AVIATION BODIES. PILOTS FROM MANY COUNTRIES A%E EXPRESSING
THEIR CONCERNS AND CONSIDERING THEIR RESPONSES.

WE WILL NOT ANSWER SOVIET VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE HERE. I
CALL ON ALL AMERICANS TO REFRAIN FROM THREATS OR VIOLENT ACTS
AGAINST SOVIET CITIZENS AND PROPERTY IN THIS COUNTRY.

WE WILL REMAIN THE PEACEMAKERS AND THE PEACEKEEPERS. WE
WILL MAINTAIN OUR STRENGTH, AND WE WILL EBRSUE THE EISTORIC |
EFFORT TO BRING THE SOVIETS INTO THE WORLD COMMUNITY. IN THE
GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS, WE SEEK SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN NUCLEAR
ARMS. DESPITE SOVIET EFFORTS TO FUEL CONFLICT, WE WANT PEACE
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND ELSEWHERE.

WE KNOW OUR RESPONSIBILITIES. WE KNOW IT WILL BE HARD TO
MAKE A NATION THAT RULES ITS OWN PEOPLE THROUGH FORCE CEASE

USING FORCE AGAINST THE KEST OF THE WORLD. BUT THAT 1S THE

TASK BEFOKE US.
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