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ALL FREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE SHOULD REJOICE
THAT EL SALVADOR AND OTHER COl TRIES IN THE
REGION, LIKE VENEZUELA BEFORE, ARE |
MAINTAINING OR ESTABLISHING L_MOCRATIC
GOVERNMENTS, DESPITE CHALLENGES OF
SOVIET-BLOC SPONSORED SUBVERSION,

THE EXCEPTION TO THIS TREND IN CENTRAL
AMERICA IS NICARAGUA, WHERE A RULING CLIQ
OF SANDINISTAS, ALLIED WITH CUBAN AND SOV
DICTATORS, HAVE BETRAYED THEIR CITIZENS,
DESPITE THEIR ASSURANCES IN 1979 TO THE
PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA AND TO THE ORGANIZATION
OF AMERICAN STATES THAT THEY WOULD HOLD
GENUINELY DEMOCRATIC _.ECTIONS, THEY HAVE -
THE CONTRARY PERSECUTED THE DEMOCRATIC
OPPOSITION PARTIES, TRADE UNIONS, AND CIVIC
AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS,
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WE SUPPORT THE RESPONSIBLE DECISIONS YOU Al..
MAKING TO PUT YOUR COUNTRY BACK ON THE TRACK
TO STRONG ECONOMIC GROWTH,

WE, TOO, HAVE UNDERTAKEN SOME
FUNDAMENTAL REFORMS IN RECENT YEARS, AND
MORE WILL BE FORTHCOMING, WE CONTINUE TO
BELIEVE THAT STRONG ECONOMIC GROWTH IS THE
FOUNDATION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE, THE KEY BEII .
GREATER INCENTIVES, OPPORTUNITY, AND FREE! M
FOR EVERY PEf "V, EACH YEAR, IN EVERY
CORM=R OF THE GLOBE, EVIDENCE CONTINUES T
BUILD. TODAY, NO OBJECTIVE OBSERVER CAN
DENY THAT INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, NOT GOVERNMENT
CONTROL, IS THE STRONGEST SPARK FOR ECONC. IC
L. /ELOPMENT AND HUMAN PROGRESS.

PRESIDENT LUSINCHI, YOU HAVE THE
CONFIDENCE OF YOUR PEOPLE AND YOU HAVE OUR
CONFIDENCE AS WELL. YOU ALSO HAVE OUR
ADMIRATION. IT IS A PLEASURE TO GREET Y |
ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES. WELCOME. |
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admiration. It is a pleasure to greet you on behalf of the

people of the United States. Welcome.
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Venezuela, in turn, has assisted those working to better
themselves in the Caribbean and in South and Central America,
making substantial contributions to the well-being of others
through the San Jose accord. Our relationship of trust and
cooperatic is good for our own peoples and benefits the entire
} nisphere. It is something to be cherished and wé do not tal
it for granted.

Mr. President, we are keenly aware that Venezuela is now
going thrc jh a period of economic readjustment. I was pleased
when agreement was reached for the refinancing of Venezuela's

1 lic debt. We support that and the responsible decisions you
are making to put your country back on the track to stable
economic growth. We, too, have gone through some fundamental
reform in recent years, and more will be forthcoming. Freedom
the best path, but sometimes it is not always the easiest.

Presi =2nt Lusinchi, you have the confidence of your peop.
and you have our confidence as well. You also have our
admiratic . It is a pleasure to greet you ¢ behalf of the

people of the United States. Welcome.























