
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library

Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Speechwriting, White House Office of: Speech Drafts 
Folder Title: Senate Confirmation of Justice William 

Rehnquist & Judge Antonin Scalia 

(Gilder) (Potemra) 09/17/1986 

Box: 290

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Se,oJ i. 0----

~osh ~ \ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release September 17 1 1986 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 
nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 
States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the Supr~me 
Court. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as an 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court for th~ last 15 years. Known 
as an extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 
Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 
reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have no 
doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice of 
historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a first 
class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring person. He 
will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of the 
political posturing that marred the confirmation hearings. It's 
clear to all now that the extraordinary controversy surrounding the 
hearings had little to do with Justice Rehnquist's record or 
character -- both are unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks 
came from those whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and 
unshakeable belief in the proper constitutional role ot the 
judiciary in this country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, 
that our Founding Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind 
of supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 
it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much consideration 
from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia will be 
strong and eloquent voicen for the proper role of the judiciary and 
the rights of victims; and I am confident that they will both serve 
the Court and their country very wull indeed. 

# # # 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court for the 

last 15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his 

early years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court 

for the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and 

craftsmanship of his opinions. I have no doubt that William 

Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the political posturing that marred the confirmation hearings. 

It's clear to all now that the extraordinary controversy 

surrounding the hearings had little to do with Justice 

Rehnquist's record or character -- both are unassailable and 

unimpeachable. The attacks came from those whose ideology runs 

contrary to his profound and unshakeable belief in the proper 

constitutional role of the judiciary in this country. Justice 

Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding Fathers did not 

create the Supreme Court as a kind of supra-legislature; that 

judges should interpret the law, not make it; and that victims of 
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crime are due at least as much consideration from our judicial 

system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 
~n~so~·~ 

distinction a~ Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the UTlfertttaatQ political posturing that the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

the hearl..ngs had,h~;;to extraordinary controversy surrounding i~t 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 
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and tha~ct1ms of crime are due 

consideration from our judicial system a 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE:~ __ 9_/ _1_6_/ _8_6 __ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: COB TODAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 

VICE PRESIDENT 

REGAN 

MILLER-OMB 
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BARBOUR 
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REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
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1~ 
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MILLER - ADMIN. 

POINDEXTER 

RYAN 

SPEAKES 

SPRINKEL 
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THOMAS 'Yl1rtLL 

ACTION FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

·D 

D 

TUTTLE DJ D 

WALLISON Qj:;C{:L; ~ 

DOLAN~~--------.. ~~!' !' = .. ~~ 
D D 

D D 

REMARKS: Please provide any comments directly to Tony Dolan by close of 

business today,. with an info copy to my office. This version 

supercedes the gersion staffed earljer. whjch did not contain 

references to Judge Scalia. Thank you. 
a 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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2:30 p.m . 

. PRES :±d:ii:~T'I.Ait ~T~TEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship· of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature~ that judges should interpret the law, not make · 
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it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 

' . 
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it~ and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

the unfortunate political posturing 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to 

extraordinary controversy hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice character -- both are 

The attacks came from those 

runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 
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it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 
fV'Of'f"m 

the :emfu:& t: tz ' e;:_poli tical posturing that ~~k p 1 ice i: fl the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had netbieg to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 
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it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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~-------~ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 9_/ _16_/_8_6 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: COB TODAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 

REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D 

' 
MILLER· ADMIN. D D 

REGAN D POINDEXTER D D 

MILLER· OMB 

°I D RYAN 0 { BALL 0 SPEAKES D 

BARBOUR { D SPRINKEL D D 

BUCHANAN 

°is 
SVAHN 

J 
·o 

CHEW OP THOMAS D 

DANIELS D D TUTTLE 

°/ D 

HENKEL D D WALLIS ON 

r:/ KING 1 D 
DOLAN 

D 

KING ON D D D 

MASENG D D D D 

REMARKS: Please provide any corruuents directly to Tony Dolan by close of 
business today,. with an info copy to my office. This version 

supercedes the yersion staffed earljer. whjch did not contain 

references to Judge Scalia. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you. 

........ , 

David L. Che• 
Staff Secreta 

Ext. 2702 
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PRSS:fdENTIAi~: ~ATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship· of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This te in the 

J;.he unfortunate litical posturing place in the 

confirmation hearing • It's now that the 

extraordinary controver the hearings had 

do with Justice Rehnqui.s-t' record or character -- both are 
/ / ' 

whose ide~~y runs contrary to h profound and unshakeable 
/ ' 

of 

unassailable a:~/unfmpeachable .~The attacks came from those 

beli:-~,/i"n the proper constitut~~.nal ·~e of the judiciary in this 

~try. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 
/ 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 



Page 2 

it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY DOLAN 

FROM: 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
CHIEF SPEECHWRITER 

PETER J. WALLISON ~ 
COUNSEL TO THE PRE~ I@tNT 

SUBJECT: Revised Presidential Statement: 
Senate Confirmation of Justice 
Rehnquist and Judge Scalia 

We have reviewed the above-referenced draft Presidential 
Statement and have the following comments: 

1. In the second sentence, it might be appropriate to 
refer to Rehnquist as "an Associate Justice" for the last 
fifteen years. 

2. The final clause of the third paragraph should be 
toned down slightly without sacrificing the point. I 
suggest the following language: "and that the rights of 
society and of the victims of crime must be considered by 
our judicial system and not just those of criminal 
offenders." 

cc: David L. Chew 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF JUSTICE WILLIAM 
REHNQUIST AND JUDGE ANTONIN SCALIA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the 

United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court. William Rehnquist has served with great 

distinction as a Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 

15 years. Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early 

years in law, Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for 

the brilliance of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of 

his opinions. I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove 

to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

Judge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a 

first class intellect, a persuasive jurist, and a warm, caring 

person. He will make a superb addition to the Court. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 
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it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Both Chief Justice Rehnquist and Associate Justice Scalia 

will be strong and eloquent voices for the proper role of the 

judiciary and the rights of victims; and I am confident that they 

will both serve the Court and their country very well indeed. 
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( (Gilder)/ARD) . 
~er 16, 1.986 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination> of William Rehnquis~ to be ~hi~Justice of the United 
D'4"'l- AYlt;;,,~ ~·A> wY ~ ~oc-(.~ Uv-1h,..e.._-:f J~ S""' ..4.....c.. C,....., 

States/ A William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnguist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature.~ 
This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers .did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 

it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 
I~ ~ ~ ~()~ µ~ <;c.A~ (!. Chief Justice Rehnquist4 will be strong and eloquent voice C, 

A for the prop~r role of the judiciary and the rights of victim 
0' ff=; -. C.t» j l f;~t ,/L-'E';_L ~. :I. L ~ IL ~ 1 

(/ ' :;L '. ,., '\ -~hi 6o :z~l. ... A 74• I I~ L 4 ,;, -:; &'GI s,. .. ~ -

rl ....... ~~~-.....t:.-e. ~ (*°'"' J (' /-vto i~:I; w-~J- ~ 1 

d ---c c , ' """l J ~ ~~.t;J- ~ -A -':11 -.h) :!! · 1 d~ l/ -
~ f ...,,.,, v y"' '-e>• ~ f .,,..,., V' I 
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ra:mi I am confident that he will make~ a superlative leader of the 

Supreme Court. 



I 
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1986 

I was rati .ied to learn that the Senate Judiciary Committee 
£r~,..,,,_~J 

voted to(c~=irm}my nominations of William Rehnquist to be Chief 

Justice of the United States, and Antonin Scalia as Associate 

Justice of the Supreme Court. · Justice Rehnquist, recognized as a 

brilliant legal mind from the beginning of his career, has won 

the deep respect and admiration of his colleagues during his 

15 years of distinguished service on the Supreme Court. I have 

no doubt he will prove to be a Chief Justice of historic stature. 

~ge Scalia is also widely regarded in his profession as a first 
I 

class intellect, a gersuasive jurist, and a warm, caring person. 

He will make a superb addition to the Court. 
--- ~--:~~~---x----~~ 

It is deeply unfortunate that the Senat confirmation 

hearing for Justice Rehnquist was occasionally marred by 

political posturing and ungentlemanly conduct. Today's vote was 

a bipartisan verdict on the inquisition directed against this 

distinguished jurist. I want to thank Senator Strom Thurmond, 

especially, who, in his role as chairman of the Judiciary 

Committee kept the hearings on track and 
S~t)'-P £ 

jurist won the( conf irmatio~)he 

assured that this 

exemplary deserved. 



-----------
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PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as 

an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. 

Known as an extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, 

Justice Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance 

of his reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. 

I have no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief 

Justice of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the political posturing that marred the confirmation hearings. 

It's clear to all now that the extraordinary controversy 

surrounding the hearings had little to do with Justice 

Rehnquist's record or character -- both are unassailable and 

unimpeachable. The attacks came from those whose ideology runs 

contrary to his profound and unshakeable belief in the proper 

constitutional role of the judiciary in this country. Justice 

Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding Fathers did not 

create the Supreme Court as a kind of supra-legislature; that 

judges should interpret the law, not make it; and that victims of 

crime are due at least as much consideration from our judicial 

system as criminal offenders. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the proper role of the judiciary and the rights of victims; 
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and I am confident that he will make a superlative leader of the 

Supreme Court. 



PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

A ~tates. W. illiam Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a~ 
( ~-:io e.-<·~ 
~Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

. • . . 'f.Y"\c:;(. f r ·'-~ 
the W.eez tmta L'.!> poli ti.cal posturing that t:e-em prac~-1'1 the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 
t.l~ 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had •R8thing... to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 

it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as cr i minal offenders. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the proper role of the judiciary and the rights of victims, 
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and I am confident that he will make a supe~lative leader of the 

Supreme Court. 
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(Gilder/ARD) 
September 16, 1.986 
12:15 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers .did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 

it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the proper role of the judiciary and the rights of victims, 

I. I · 
i · 
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and I am confident that he will make a superlative leader of the 

Supreme Court. 



(Gilder/ARD) 
September 16, 1986 
12:15 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

extraordinary controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to 

do with Justice Rehnquist's record or character -- both are 

unassailable and unimpeachable. The attacks came from those 

whose ideology runs contrary to his profound and unshakeable 

belief in the proper constitutional role of the judiciary in this 

country. Justice Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding 

Fathers did not create the Supreme Court as a kind of 

supra-legislature; that judges should interpret the law, not make 

it; and that victims of crime are due at least as much 

consideration from our judicial system as criminal offenders. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the proper role of the judiciary and the rights of victims, 
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and I am confident that he will make a superlative leader of the 

Supreme Court. 
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(Gilder>j ,qt{b I 
September 16, 1986 
12:00 Noon 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the ~ . • 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the ../)I( fret~ 

controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to do with 

Justice Rehnquist's/~~~c~ -- wfii cl~~ssailable and 

unimpeachable. The attacks came from those whose ideology runs 

contrary to his profound and unshakeable belief in the proper 

constitutional role of the judiciary in this country. Justice 

Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding Fathers did not 

create the Supreme Court as a kind of supra-leg~ture; ~that 

judges should interpret the law, not make itj H8 ecl±eves , a s I• 

....ae-,.. that victims of crime are due at least as much consideration 
'9 '-'' jv J•'( .. .'.,f f.f~~ td.., _ J J _ _I~_ 

from tlla l~s criminal~ ~ • 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the rights of __"ictims and~or the proper role of the 
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(Gilder) 
September 16, 1986 
12:00 Noon 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. William Rehnquist has served with great distinction as a 

Justice of the Supreme Court for the last 15 years. Known as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to do with 

Justice Rehnquist's character -- which is unassailable and 

unimpeachable. The attacks came from those whose ideology runs 

contrary to his profound and unshakeable belief in the proper 

constitutional role of the judiciary in this country. Justice 

Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding Fathers did not 

create the Supreme Court as a kind of supra-legislature, and that 

judges should interpret the law, not make it. He believes, as I 

do, that victims of crime are due at least as much consideration 

from the legal branch as criminals. 

Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the rights of victims and for the proper role of the 
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judiciary, and I am confident that he will make a superlative 

leader of the Supreme Court. 



(Gilder) 
September 16, 1986 
11:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT: SENATE CONFIRMATION OF 
JUSTICE WILLIAM REHNQUIST 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1986 

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted to confirm my 

nomination of William Rehnquist to be Chief Justice of the United 

States. 

Justice of the Supreme 

:i;e spect 2uui et1mir at io~ 

William Rehnquist has servedAas a 

Cou~at distinction e•rRiR~ ~he 
=?e. r ~ l u. ~\- l.$-·· tt~...­

e i h~ s s@l1ef*'Jtt8Sv ~nown as an 

extraordinary legal mind from his early years in law, Justice 

Rehnquist earned renown in the Court for the brilliance of his 

reason and the clarity and craftsmanship of his opinions. I have 

no doubt that William Rehnquist will prove to be a Chief Justice 

of historic stature. 

This vote in the full Senate is a bi-partisan rejection of 

the unfortunate political posturing that took place in the 

confirmation hearings. It's clear to all now that the 

controversy surrounding the hearings had nothing to do with 

Justice Rehnquist's character -- which is unassailable and 

unimpeachable. The attacks came from those whose ideology runs 

contrary to his profound and unshakeable belief in the proper 

constitutional role of the judiciary in this country. Justice 

Rehnquist believes, as I do, that our Founding Fathers did not 

create the Supreme Court as a kind of supra-legislature, and that 

judges should interpret the law, not make it. He believes, as I 

do, that victims of crime are due at least as much consideration 

from the legal branch as criminals. 
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Chief Justice Rehnquist will be a strong and eloquent voice 

for the rights of victims and for the proper role of the 

judiciar~and I am confident that he will make a superlative 

leader of the Supreme Court. 




