
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Speechwriting, White House Office of: 

Speech Drafts, 1981-1989 

Folder Title: Taping: New Year's Message for the 

Soviet People (Judge) (Potemra) (2) 

Box: 312 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


, . 

WHITE HOUSE STAFnNG MEMORANDU 

DA Tl : ____ l_,.2 /_2_2_./ .... 8_6 __ ACTION/CONCURIIENCE/COMMENT DUE IV: CPB TQPAY 
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• MASENG • • 
REMARKS: 

TO: 

RESPONSE: 

cc: 

Please provide any comments by close of business today, 

directly to Tony Dolan in Room 100, with an info copy to 

my office.: Thank you. 

TONY DOLAN 

NSC ~ancurs with the New Year's message as revised. The 
revisions reflect our public position on the four-part us­
Soviet agenda, and the nesults of the Reykjavik meeting. 
We have also deleted the sentence on page 4 expressing the hope 
that the President and Gorbachev would meet again in 1987 as 
suggesting that we are the "demi@~-- rl for ih~r summit. · 

. IC,,f/ .. ~ ~th~r-~-DavidL.Chew 
David Chew ney'?.''Ml Daniel Staff Secretary 

Executive Secret~ry E~.2ro2 

December 22, 1986. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOV!ET PEOPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and •s novym godom• [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As · 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection1 a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 
· /a.sf i..-i j 

and those of the American people fo~peace between our two 

countries. I sa!d I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we -did not accomplish mo~e. 



. . 
Page 2 

And yet, in 1986 ,. the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. -~ .... 
At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed . t~ . 't 

. a ll c.c..r--~ t"Jt o-f O\) r r1:. l Cl.-ft'o II\~"' iA '"' C,\ vd "''1 . \I 

accelerate negotiations~~ reduc~1nuclear st~ckpiles and in~reas4~~ . ~ 
et'\ C.O llf'll ,.h\, re ~~ c..t -Ct,, h\J.-t4c,t r,1~t .. , resohh~ rt!jf0-'4.-I c.o,,.tt,c.n"­

both sides' security, In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up t' 
progress ,.£0ua:rae aR a 9reemeJ:lt , and we did move things a good ~&115.1 

Jz t<zTt if:::<-"<-- v 
distance forward. ~Some ha e been kind enough to say that we made 

ct') ~Q...r\'( i 'i- S<Je5 d;_f>_lot\C.Q.+-"'!> · 
more progress~in those 2 days than our A&CJOtiato~• made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides I~ ,..':J 
are closer now than ever before. vH,·~+~1'.1 f J 

Dt'I -f-i,\~ d~s.i.ro.b; /;4'.t t> "A e ~ 114i 11\4. -f.; If\:, o..11 r\1Jd~~ 

At Reykjavik, we agreed~• eliminate all but a small number 
O..t'#t '!. • """'''" a.I t.o 

of ae eellaa-r intermediate-range nuclear &ys~am&, WeAa1p:cod ee 
a.r"'- s 

cut in half the numbers of strategic system& over a 5-year period 
tJ. • , M ~HJ • I"• 

~ IVt~_°:>orl, <>l<.."'4..>'--JT d,-sc..uss«/" !:,rc,c-\~\C.. . 
and M make even more reductions after that. ..A.nL:ue agsaa41 'i . 

I (;!.Ztft.!~:::;;::..:;;:: de~;;n~..:!:1."- k s~ t - 5~•t c-=- _.71 s-fe , ~ ~ ,_ ~t:..e.J <tiro.A I 
S-' "'~e secttrity and inter.ests of both &icla&, and zsx=•~• WV • ~ ~ 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our - J 
. l._cok • ~ (.1

1 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides :sDecded time to reflect on what had · ~J 
,~Jttw.. ,k v.s. ~·~" 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again • .A As we lo~k i,~,, / 
~'-A; {r,t>4l~cJL -Jo do ~~~~ 

to the new year, we in America a,reA'}eady to resmne the pEagtigal- ~~ 
. ~"•'f'\/ 1'..f\'\ • -1,,..• 
~•~94iA~g necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable J'-,r 

. vJc.. i 0 90 ~ ti.~ S..o"~~ + ·uv\, ~"' w~ (( •" 
agreements. this l' ear. .L.. ~ - ... ~u-_ S'• ...._ ~ r · -L 

6&-- pp rcs&c l 1i, (. t, ~ ~e...c; 0 nQ.. ,- IO "1. S 1. »\ TIU- •-.c. ...> ~. l \ • 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 
-

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 
~.:Cl' 

to life, liberty., and the pursuit of happiness, rights whisb 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom· and dignity -of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

a bave_..-exp:J a i »ed -.e Mr:---- "'9"1tacAe'"J oar _ _yiawa e~ c9ei= 

-i~..; rightea '"?"~ ulKlar i~onal ag~,.;;.....,tQ 

Whenever there i~ a restoration of those rights to a man or a 
._ ne II)~ 

woman, as has happened recentlyl>it,.Astrengtheni the founaation 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever t hose 
H'-'...$,h l>'\lore. 

weakened.Are welcome 

' rights a-re denied, that foundation is eene.~1 't 
C...c:L"' ..,f\d. ineu Id -b~ do.--e.. "'""' .,.._«"-,ilt~ !Aa-f 
progress in this area as much as :_:7 

~r1ddt~~ ~ buf-

l 

·I 
i 
! 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction.aACi-, in fact, M-~';,S 
h~~e AJtd '" 0-ll tc:e. 1 - 0-('- ... ~s ".() our f'~(Cl.4-1~-" s½ 

1iAa 4!,,~must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 
~ ..,._ ,___. ~~ ~ 

throughout the world. ,.1here ar:. man~ tragic and bloody conflicts 
-,:~~;: '1 Cl~ +hl.t-, I ;ii,' tl"', flb.,ti ~fa It - -

in the world toda conflicts that are causin untold human 

1,elieue the Soviet tuie11 can and sbouJd do ,ae eaaer..And we are 
64\cl 4. "'f o ~~ f' c..oo~--h-..1 

ready to work with the Soviet Unio~to that end. · · J 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the ~u.ihe::-s~e:+ o!c:8=tf n
0 

!9~~ 
we' 11 make more, I'm sure. (Jna, • s--,a t f lhte J ney 'to 
~v.Je..rd. l(l'S-f i Y\C\ t,~cu: ~ ~flfe."llt~ r. '\ 
p.eaqe, ,,. hepa that Mr, c;;erhecbe,r aRli I will • oat ega: i R 1ih~e yaa5:t 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a drea~ and we in America call it, the •American Dream.• 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

•American Dream.• It is the dream of all people, of all lands• 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 
~" I-Ii ole_. 

knows and honors the nobility of you~heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 
whic.h ~f\C..O 111Lpca-<;.se.,s ~" pc.opl«-4- 0-MI +,-o....d;¾-ic" $. 

of that soul,A Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 
L.,.,o w,LL.C)...MW\. 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy,and through Faulkner, through 
A / ~ 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night • 

. .. 
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PRESIDENTIAL lraMARX..S: NEW YEAR MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 

more progress in those 2 days than our negotiators made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-called, intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a 5-year period 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we agreed to 

specific commitments on strategic defense that would protect both 

the security and interests of both sides, and to the necessity of 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. As we look 

to the new year, we in America are ready to resume the practical 

bargaining necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

I have explained to Mr. Gorbachev our views on cases 

involving rights guaranteed under international agreements. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or a 

woman, as has happened recently, it strengthens the foundation 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever those rights are denied, that foundation is 

weakened. We welcome progress in this area as much as we welcome 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction and, in fact, 

the two must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves • 

. They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOV:r-ET PEOPLE 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 

more progress in those 2 days than our negotiators made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-called, intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a 5-year period 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we agreed to 

specific commitments on strategic defense that would protect both 

the security and interests of both sides, and to the necessity of 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. As we look 

to the new year, we in America are ready to resume the practical 

bargaining necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on ~greements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

I have explained to Mr. Gorbachev our views on cases 

involving rights guaranteed under international agreements. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or a 

woman, as has happened recently, it strengthens the foundation 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever those rights are denied, that foundation is 

weakened. We welcome progress in this area as much as we welcome 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction and, in fact, 

the two must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 

I 
! 
i 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 

more progress in those 2 days than our negotiators made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-called, intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a 5-year period 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we agreed to 

specific commitments on strategic defense that would protect both 

the security and interests of both sides, and to the necessity of 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. As we look 

to the new year, we in America are ready to resume the practical 

bargaining necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

I have explained to Mr. Gorbachev our views on cases 

involving rights guaranteed under international agreements. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or a 

woman, as has happened recently, it strengthens the foundation 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever those rights are denied, that foundation is 

weakened. We welcome progress in this area as much as we welcome 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction and, in fact, 

the two must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 

f 
t 

f 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

(Judge) 
December 22, 1986 
3:30 p.m. 

. "'\ ,-, ·, . . 
NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOV:tET PEOPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As , 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 
· /a.s+i"' 1 

and those of the American people fo7\ peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish mo~e. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. -)-

' At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed . t~ . 't 
·n all .._.._._, .. ~t'!. o.f o"c- r~l«t:fiotl\-S.hiA ,.,...clvdo•,, , \I 

accelerate negotiations~ to reduc~ 1nuclear st~ckpiles and in~reas4~1 . ~ 
et\C.Ollf1'.,,'t"IC\ fe'!lpe.d ~ l1'\\J.c,t1h\ ,..,1kt-., re.SO\\lil'\C\ r~51or'<4-I c.o,i/t,c.~\.. 

both sides' security , In the months that fol owed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress ,~ ou·a pas aa aqr aement .1 and we did move things a good 
...L.nd'c.d 

distance forward. ~ Some have been kind enough to say that we made 
c,() V\\,(U\ ic,,.sve.S d;_p_lot\C.Q..t~ · 

more progressAin tho e 2 days than our ~fiJqotiat or& made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides {~ 

" ~ 
are closer now than ever before. vH,·M4.+~1~ / J 

Dt\ -t,ke. de~i.ro.b; /;ry o ~A e f~*i 11\~.:f: ~'j a.II r\1Jt...leo.r 

At Reykjavik, we agreed ~-4.e eliminate all but a small number 
"--""" '!> • t:t.l t.o 

of &e ee llaa.,. intermediate-range nuclear s y st.oms . WeAagreed to 
a..r"' s 

cut in half the · numbers of strategic &.y&ta m& over a 5-year period 
d,~c.ussed src-c-~(,t.. · 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we a~s aea t e- . 

I ~'7&:-:::t:.::__:;;;:t,,s,,:r•/ de=~-:~~ 
1wo,= :::ts. :: .• 4-5ht 

?~v~ e secttrity and intexests of bo~h sida&, and t~ he necessity of ~ 
effective verification for all these agreements. Following our J 

. ;~ 
Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had ~,· J 

,l,L V.S. ~ -1"9a,f)I I~ t, 
been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. A As we look "~':)~ 

n!'-4.;,, l'.r>t>"-l~(}L ~ do ~\o~i 
to the new year, we in America a-re~ ready to Eesmne the p r a gtiaa l ~~~ 

• -.e."•"" il,"ci\ ·· -/"-... 
baF1Ja i ~ ing- necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 'J',,.{; 

. we... ~ o tt=> e- tt.t~ Si.o"':~ + ·uV\ i 11"' w: (( t;J,"-
agreements. thi s l' ear . . . .. ••~-. . • -L 
0&--ppCd4-cl_ tkt.$~ ~e.c;o-fta.f,ort.~ "1.J'\ TliU- S«tw...,_ ~~ f' l ,- , 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 
-

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty., and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom · and dignity •of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

a hay e ::9xpj a j ned t;e ME a Qe-i b. caer, ottr Yiew5 
- 1/ -

.,;,~,.;'right:& '7~ under i~ional 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights 
.. he /pt;. 

woman, as has happened recentlyl >it) strengthen' 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. 

e~ c9trs­
ag,, &.,_nt..J 
to a man or a 

the foundation 

And by the same 

' token, whenever those 
MoT.7. ~ l"llore 

weakened. A r e welcome 

rights are denied, that foundation is ~ cu""lo~l't 
c._d-ft 4..f\d. %hou Id ~~ do~e.. ~ s-fre~"tfl~ !Aaf 
progress in this area as much as =7 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction. a-AQ-, in fact, ~rc':>S 
here Attd '" d.l\ t<:e. 1 . 0-1'._~s c,~ O\lr f'~{Cl..4-1~A s 

~Re t:t.J~ must go hand in hand. 

Peace .between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are mall)' tragic and bloody conflicts 
__ sve. '1 o. s: -fAA. I , " tl-P<tj lib."', s.-/4 "' 

in the world today1 conflicts that a! e causing untold human, , 
We ~~e. frovd 0.-S A lllleri.c.C1L."S ":tk.t:t.f- o"'- "'ttt 1"':. NW Ve.QJ' •s n,._~, t\0-t d- ~ 14\-e p. ...,er,Nu .. 

suffering and that could spread. WAe Reve P ~he~e i& tbe 
Soldier \<!. -e.V\~ctied ii\ C.tn1C.bl.f-ruM(\.&.~e.. ill\ i"C\e.. l,.,o,,-fcl_ . 

eppt• ~a ·1s~ he United States ~ ~lay to tie whee i.~ aaR to svppcc;-
o.. \\ .se1"1ov~ e.. irfC;a -lo -t'i-"d. put..t!d1Jf · ~ 

~:adnCj about a 1:1e9otiat.ed pol i t; c a J solution,\ to 1' conflic~ -we-

1,elic re the s oviet CnieR c an and sbou ld do t:he !lame r and we are 
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ready to work with the Soviet Unio~ to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 
r._ /!:, v+ w c... ""-'" '!> + C!.flA..b ....,- JC o "' -f1l .e_ 

we'll make more, I'm sure. ~nd, as part of this journey to 
--le v.J&..rcl I ct. -s-f i V\ C\ t>~ t:t..e ~ +c;1 e. "'1t f! ~ • ~ 
peaqe , • hepe tbat Mr. Gorha cbe,r aRa l will meet aga ia ~h~e ~ea1:j" 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men. and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream.• 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands• 

.: .... r, A i ; - £ : ··- ·;a sit> l 1§$ c po; • § Seu ½£tSUt.iotP. --- --
There is an old verse that 9.oes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second 

knows and honors the nobility of 

World War, just as all the world 
.._u I-I , ole.... 

you~ heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 
c.uhic.h ~f\C.o "'-pa...i;.se.~ ~'-I pc.ople..~ Q..,MI +,--d;.f-iol'I s. 

of that soul;C Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 
t.....o Wlili~ 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 
" ¥\. 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE SOVIET 

1

PEOPLE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1986 

Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 

more progress in those 2 days than our negotiators made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-called, intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a 5-year period 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we agreed to 

specific commitments on strategic defense that would protect both 

the security and interests of both sides, and to the necessity of 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. As we look 

to the new year, we in America are ready to resume the practical 

bargaining necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

U.S.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

I have explained to Mr. Gorbachev our views on cases 

involving rights guaranteed under international agreements. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or a 

woman, as has happened recently, it strengthens the foundation 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever those rights are denied, that foundation is 

weakened. We welcome progress in this area as much as we welcome 



, 

Page 4 

it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction and, in fact, 

the two must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.s.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 

areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 

to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 

system is built. But tonight, let us remember that respect for 

those rights -- for the freedom and dignity of individuals -- is 

also the bedrock on which any true and enduring peace between our 

countries must be built. 

I have explained to Mr. Gorbachev our views on cases 

involving rights guaranteed under international agreements. 

Whenever there is a restoration of those rights to a man or a 
-1,, 

woman, as has happened recentl,y, it strengthens the foundation 
==-~ 

for trust and cooperation between our countries. And by the same 

token, whenever those rights are denied, that foundation is 

weakened. We welcome progress in this area as much as we welcom 
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Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-urn]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the 

New Year. This is a season of love and hope -- a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on Earth, our 

hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last New Year's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since then, a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 

more progress in those 2 days than our negotiators made in the 

last 2 years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both sides 

are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-called, intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a 5-year period 

and to make even more reductions after that. And we agreed to 

specific commitments on strategic defense that would protect both 

the security and interests of both sides, and to the necessity of 

effective verification for all these agreements. Following our 

Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to reflect on what had 

been accomplished and on ways to move forward again. As we look 

to the new year, we in America are ready to resume the practical 

bargaining necessary to turn this hard work into verifiable 

agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 
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headlines of either your newspapers or ours, but the U.S. and 

u.s.S.R. have made progress here, too, by expanding exchanges and 

other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people 

exchanges -- especially among our young people -- have grown. We 

in America would like to see more of these exchanges in all 
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The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, woman, and 

child on Earth -- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, 
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it in the effort to secure nuclear arms reduction and, in fact, 

the two must go hand in hand. 

Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centuries, men and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

country, to a land of peace, where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

They had a dream and we in America call it, the "American Dream." 

But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

"American Dream." It is the dream of all people, of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Soviet Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 
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Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 

All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

soul that no suffering can ever obscure, that suffering has only 

ennobled -- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

the martyrs, the poets, and the saints, and, yes, the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 
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of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 
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Good evening and "s novym godom" [SNOW-vim GOED-um]. This 

is Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America. As 

I did last year, I am speaking to you on the occasion of the New C~ 

Year. This is a season of love and hope~! _ a time for 

reflection; a time of expectation; a time when people in America, 

just like people around the world, gather with family and friends 

to remember in many different ways the blessings of God and to 

look to the future with hope. 

That's what I would like to do with you tonight, share our 

~ 
common hopes for the future -- our hopes for peace on earth, our 
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hopes for good will among all people, our hopes for a better 

world for ourselves and our children. Yes, there are enormous 

differences between our two systems. But there is also something 

the American and the Soviet people share, something as universal 

and eternal as what a mother feels when she hears the cry of her 

newborn child, and it is those common hopes. 

Last Newc ~ ear's Day, I spoke to you of my hopes and prayers 

and those of the American people for peace between our two 

countries. I said I was determined that our two governments 

should build on the foundations of the Geneva Summit and move 

forward in all areas of our relations. Since thenJ a lot has 

happened. Both governments have worked hard together. As you 

know, there have been setbacks and frustrations, as well as 

progress. I am disappointed that we did not accomplish more. 
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And yet, in 1986, the United States and Soviet Union took major 

steps forward for peace. I think the most important thing is 

where you succeed. And we have succeeded in a lot. 

At the Geneva Summit, our two governments agreed to 

accelerate negotiations to reduce nuclear stockpiles and increase 

both sides' security. In the months that followed, our 

negotiators worked long and hard. Then, this fall, Mr. Gorbachev 

and I met in Reykjavik, Iceland, to see if we could speed up 

progress towards an agreement, and we did move things a good 

distance forward. Some have been kind enough to say that we made 
o2.. 

more progress in those 'bwQ. days than our negotiators made in the 
~ 

last t:wQ. years. Yes, a great deal of work remains, but both 

sides are closer now than ever before. 

At Reykjavik, we agreed to eliminate all but a small number 

of so-calledJ intermediate-range nuclear systems. We agreed to 
s 

cut in half the numbers of strategic systems over a ttY-e- year 

period and to make even more reductions after that. And we 

agreed to specific commitments on strategic defense that would 

protect both the security and interests of both sides, and to the 

necessity of effective verification for all these agreements. 

Following our Reykjavik meeting, both sides needed time to 

reflect on what had been accomplished and on ways to move forward 

again. As we look to the ~ew year, we in America are ready to 

resume the practical bargaining necessary to turn this hard work 

into verifiable agreements this year. 

Peace is built not just on agreements about arms reduction, 

but on understanding between peoples. It hasn't always made the 



Page 3 
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other contacts, such as this broadcast, between our countries. 

Scientific, educational, cultural, and people-to-people exchanges ~S 
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-- especially among our young people -- have grown. We in 

America would like to see more of these exchanges in all areas. 

The American people are deeply concerned with the fate of 

individual people, wherever they might be, throughout the world. 

We believe that God gave sacred rights to every man, womanJ and 

child on earthc ~- rights, as the founders of our country wrote, ._. 

to life, libertyJ and the pursuit of happiness, rights which 

include the right to speak and worship freely and the right of 

each of us to build a better future for ourselves and our 

families. Respect for those rights is the bedrock on which our 
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Peace between our countries is also affected by events 

throughout the world. There are many tragic and bloody conflicts 

in the world today, conflicts that are causing untold human 

suffering and that could spread. Whenever there is the 

opportunity, the United States is ready to do what it can to 

bring about a negotiated political solution to a conflict. We 

believe the Soviet Union can and should do the same, and we are 

ready to work with the Soviet Union to that end. 

There are many complex issues to be discussed between the 

United States and the Soviet Union. It's not easy, but the 

things most worth doing seldom are. In 1986, our two countries 

made progress on some of the toughest issues of all. In 1987, 

we'll make more, I'm sure. And, as part of this journey to 

peace, I hope that Mr. Gorbachev and I will meet again this year. 

Yes, peace is a journey. Peace is also a dream. For two 

centurie5; rnen and women from all over the world have left their 

homelands to make often dangerous passages to the shores of my 

(9) country, to a land of peacE:_) where they had the freedom to make 

their hopes into realities for their families and themselves. 

M'\ h h d d d ' ' 11 . h 11 ' d 11 
~ T ey a a ream an we in America ca it, t e American ~ earn. 

-::: 
But to live in a land of peace and hope is not just the 

" . d ,1 American ream. It is the dream of all peopleJ of all lands, 

including the peoples of the Sovie t Union. 

There is an old verse that goes: 

Happy or sad, my beloved/You are beautiful as a Russian 

song/As beautiful as a Russian soul. 
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All the world knows and honors the suffering and courage of 

the Soviet peoples in the Second World War, just as all the world 

knows and honors the nobility of your heritage in literature and 

the arts. That great heritage springs from a magnificence of the 

~ 
soul that no suffering can ever obsure, that suffering has only 

ennobled <:5- a soul and culture that have, in turn, ennobled all 

of civilization. Let us, in this season of hope, hear the voice 

of that soul. Let us hear the voice of all humanity's soul, the 

voice that speaks through Tolstoy and through Faulkner, through 

(j)@ the martyrs, the poetsJ and the saints, andJ yes J the voice that 

speaks also through a mother's prayer with a message that you can 

~s 
see in a child's eyes -- a prayer for peace and a message of 

goodwill to all. 

So, once again, on behalf of the American people, let me 

wish you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. Thank 

you and good night. 




