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THE WHITE HOUSE' 

WASHINGTON 

May 30, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.,m/ 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT f ~ l(__ 

SUBJECT: Revised Presidential Address: Brandenburg 
Gate (May 29, 9:00 a.m. Draft) 

Counsel's office has reviewed the latest version of the 
above-referenced Presidential address and has no legal objection 
to its delivery by the President 

cc: Rhett Dawson 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 
WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, ~ e~king to the people of this city and the world 

at the R:wid~ W.ilae PJatz . Since then, two other Presidents 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my 

second visit to your ci ty. 

We come to Berlin , we American Presidents , because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom . But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and 

Perhap 

Presidents. You see, like 

unaerstood something about American 

many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because whe rever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song.] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow ~~~in the~ West in this firm, this unalterable 
'E-~ ~~ht ~~r $z.tl>f.,J 

belief: V£ Ii 61~7:t .: ] C[here is only one Berli3- · 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, 

and gun emplacements. -0n 1 1 C farther 
~ 

guard towers, dog runs, 

south, there may be no 

visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women 

the wil l of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

~Feet!.s choked with ±tfbblE. ene 19'1:!ileling in floe aesttbjEd. 

filtns of thousands lJ illg deaaJ Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"The Marshall Plan 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. 

giant. Italy, France, 

Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 
~ ~~ ~ ~la-.," ~ 

economic 

rebirth. The European community was founded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty -- that just as truth can flourish only when the 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and~ Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'darnm; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. Gt, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

"\~~ 
Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- unct~ herz. 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."~ 

In the 1960's, Khrushchev predicte d: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and we ~ ng unprecedented in all human 

history. In th~\ 'fffjff'f;/;_./_ure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace . 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

victor.] 

[Freedom is the 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of openness aR& ~@i~ -- to use the Russian 

term, "glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. 

Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended ~tlJ to raise false 

ud, h~~tw~1~,;!.~"'·~~~1t~ 
hopes i n t~sf We :i!i4~iC~ra~il -ehang crnnes 

ueAie ,Ao .. ,, agreEm@ncs ce1;:.:Jl~r ~aiiiliiiil te~a ,I! ::ill rcelac@ 11acl:@a1 ' w~ 'UAJ~ ~ 1iu_-u--r-fh ' ·~ ~~--- fW 
"""'" · -tk ~ ~ V-v •- ...... I ~--U..., ~ ·s~~ -+IA. :::zf tJ4- &- There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be ~ ~ J ~ ., 
unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of Y--
\H~dilrsta;i.aii.~ :t.e:#ila~il8iR: aa:#ij,QliUi ~A ?'f~ fF@~liem_ 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

If you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 
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Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come here, to this gate. 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. 

open this gate.] 

[Mr. Gorbachev, 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded 

counter-deployment ~nless t 
~ ~ ...... 

As the Alliance in 

its counter-deployment, there 

protests like those during my 

by committing itself to a 

e Soviets agreed to negqt;pte a 
~ ~~ ±4,AA: ~ ~ w-ftA. ~,~c;J J 
s , t e Sovietselised to~ 

' ,~~i\., 1 
turn prepared to go forward with 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I 

those who protested then 

to mark this fact: Because 

I invite those who protest today --

we remained strong, the Soviets ca~ 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely of limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 
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I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 

complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned. At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have likewise made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that will base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on ..t.~ate,ig defenses that 
~ji~, 

truly defend; on ~e£2Ai«.e, in short, that will protect lives not 

by targeting populations but by shielding them. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the gj~l~ildo Fla&& those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon this city, 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom itself is 

transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Al!'gentina, ih?asiJ, aJui eenoss lifll@isR 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growtlQ- e o u1 Um l?ecpl:c r a Republic cf eltina ba 5 
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..graft~ea eeE~eiR ee&Remie fFeodomo-. In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 

telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people urge you to £Each oat co tlie tasC 

Q~opgeo~today as in the past, the United States 

stands for nee and full implementation of all I. 
'-' C « Q {q~ 

part~~ ~J 'tz,,,...e~~ ......... g .... ~~e~e~me~ 1 ~e~~ ~~~ :_h: e-h, 
~ - ?SOiJb appiue:csaF¼f of tbs f8~Fui~R~ @f 

1

tlii» "iiat;r, us leek not 

"~ 1y t" the £ ity ' s <i e <e""" , 1,,. t Le l>W M i&EJ i:;;-1-c, J;;it~il 1 
~lMd F \.,~ 

fuller, richer life for the A future. ~ strive ~eF m2ilii1i 

.,c.;i::l:t: :·m~~~~•:: ~w-Powe,; A-i§i~e:emcnL especially 
p h r v::E.:~: 1 ~ ties between the Federal Republic 

and the Western sectors of Berlin. Within Berlin itself, let us 

work to bring the two parts of the city closer together r;::-;.hat 

--~ 10-A,, 1...t ~ ~~s:.w,·J. 
+- {'c, Ii_. ........-s - -
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all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits tha-/4-­

~ i came with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of world 

conferences on human rights and arms control -- areas that call 

for cooperation between East and West. There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

~ 
would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for y oung 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends 1 La.-.._~¼ ~q ~ I I 
,.. ii-HHs a tee. Lhat 1;:b.ey a re prepa red t9 do the sam'(JJ~ my hope 

that~ thority ~ &-~i found in East Berlin to sponsor visits 

from young people lil @Fe in the Western sectors. 

To ope n Berlin still further to all Europe, East a nd We st, 
let- LA--$ L-~S 

~t~h~e-..P~p~j~t~e~d ... ••4~~a~@~@~B8'-@B~@~@~l~~s,..;t~ee-.ij9~F•A-a~t-~if!I/J expand the vital air ~o •• idorB 

h · · f · d
1"1 to t is city , ~ in A ways of making commercial air service to 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- ha s 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

b e tter way to s how goodwill toward the East -- what better way t o 
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demonstrate to the world the openness of this city 

some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? + 7 
What persuades you to stay whe n you could so easily ~ 

"4: o tae We s ~ 

eh spo lcc 
'1f ~~~ 

e a rliel!' e f "~el! liRe:F SiMAauo@, 11 euui ef cear8'@ there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, f or your de f iant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deepe r. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that s e es 

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to accept them. 

That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and proud city to a 

surrounding presence that is merely brutish. Something t hat 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to fre e dom. In a word, I would 

submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

f undamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 

(Robinson) 
May 29, 1987 
9:00 a.m. 

WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

- J 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the, people of this city and the world 

at the Rudolph Wilde Pl atz. Since then, two other Presidents 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I mysel f make my 

second visit to your c i ty. 

We come to Berli~, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must con fess, we 

are drawn here by othE= things as well: By the feeling o f 

history in this city, ~ore than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense o f energy in your streets. By the be auty 

of the Grunewald and ~he Tiergarten. Most of all, b y your 

courage and friendsh i p. 

Perhaps Marlene :ietrich understood something abou t Ame r i ca n 

Presidents. You see, l ike so many Pres i dents befo re me, l come 

here today because whe =ever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch ei~en koffer in Berlin." ["I stil l have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song. ] 

Our gathering t o~ a y is being broadcast throughout We ste r n 

Europe and North Arner~ c a. I understand that it is be ing seen and 

heard as well in the ~ast that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northea s t a s 

Gdansk; that Berlin r ad io can be picked up as fa r due ea s t a s 

Moscow. 
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To .those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 
. ~ .. . ,,. ... _-~ 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: [In German:] There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

and gun emplacements. On borders farther south, there may be no 

visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women 

the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this bru~al division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standi~g before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this · seasonof spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Streets choked with rubble. One building in five destroyed. 

Tens of thousands lying dead. Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city . The sign read simply : 

at work. For the building of a Free Wor l d." 

"The Marshal l Pl an 

"(T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an e conomic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

r e b i rth. The Europ e an communit y was fo unded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, the re took place a n 

economic miracle, the ''Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard , 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importa nce o f 

l iberty -- that j ~st a s t ruth can flourish only when the 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and West Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was o ne thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

[ "Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed. 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."] 

In the 1960's, Kh r u s hchev pred i cted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today , we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history . In the East, we see failure. Technological 

backwardne ss. Decl i ning standards of health. Even want o f th e 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 
. . ·--·· .: - · ~ ... 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

victor.] 

[Freedom is the 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of openness and reform -- to use the Russian 

term, "glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. 

Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? We want to encourage change and openness. We 

want new agreements especially those that will reduce nuclear 

arms. 

There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of 

understanding between nations, the cause of peace and freedom. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

Berlin. If you seek pro sperity for the Soviet Union and East e r n 
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Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come here, to this gate • 

. • ·- ·· -= - ... ~ 
Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.] 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution. For many months, the Soviets refused to come to 

the table. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days -- days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely o: limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, a n 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 
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I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 
. . · --- · . .:: - ~ ~ 

complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned. At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have likewise made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that will base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on strategic defenses that 

truly defend; on defenses, in short, that will protect lives not 

by targeting populations but by shielding them. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon this city , 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom itsel f is 

transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the People's Republic of China has 
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granted certain economic freedoms. In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 
. . ·-·· :.-~~--

telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reac~ out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Mayor Diepgen, today as in the past, the United States 

stands for the strict observance and full implementation of all 

parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Yet toda y , on this, 

the 750th anniversary of the founding of this city , we look not 

only to the city's defense, but to building for Berlin a still 

fuller, richer life for the future. Let us strive for more 

complete implementation of the Four-Power Agreement -- especially 

of the provisions that call for ties between the Federal Republic 

and the Western sectors of Berlin. Within Berlin itself, let us 

work to bring the two parts of the city closer together, so that 
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all the , inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 
. . • ~-·- :- - ~ .. 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of world 

conferences on human rights and arms control -- areas that call 

for cooperation between East and West. There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

American authorities in Berlin would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends 

indicated that they are prepared to do the same; it is my hope 

that authority could be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits 

from young people here in the Western sectors. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

the United States seeks to greatly expand the vital air corridors 

to this city, to find ways of making commercial air service to 

Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfortable, 

and more economical. We see Berlir. as one of the chief aviation 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of al: 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

better way to show goodwill toward the East -- what better wa y to 
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demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than in 

some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and West? 
• • ••40io • • .:. - -;;IL.\. .... 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, :or your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to accept them. 

That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good anc proud city to a 

surrounding presence that is merely brutish. Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to f reedom. In a word, I wou l d 

submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 
. ~ · ---• . .: - - ~ 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure i n the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that _virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of Ge r man u n i ty -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a y oung Berliner 

words that answer the German question. "This wall will fall. 

Beliefs become reality ." 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 
.. . ....... .:_-~ .. 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

at the Rudolph Wilde Platz. Since then, two other Presidents 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my 

second visit to your city. 

We come to Berlin, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by other things as well: By the feeling of 

h istory in this city, more than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and the Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene Dietrich understood something about American 

Presidents . You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wherever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch einen koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song. ] 

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western 

Europe and North America. I understand that it is being seen and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far d ue east as 

Moscow . 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: [In German:] There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germa ny in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog run s, 

and gun emplacements. On borders farther south, there may be no 

visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and wome n 

the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this brutal div ision of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standing be f ore the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Ber l iner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German question is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Ga te is closed. Today I say: As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Streets choked with rubble. One building in five destroyed. 

Tens of thousands lying dead. Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of the Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city. The sign read simply: "The Marshall Plan 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in the West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

rebirth. The Europe an community was founded. 

In West Germany and here in Berlin, there took place an 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard, 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty -- that j ust as trut h can flourish only when the 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and West Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- u nd mit herz. 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."] 

In the 1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history. In the East, we see failure. Technological 

backwardness. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

victor. ] 

[Freedom is the 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be coming to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of openness and reform -- to use the Russian 

term, "glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. 

Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise false 

hopes in the West? We want to encourage change and openness. We 

want new agreements especially those that will reduce nuclear 

arms. 

The r e is o ne s ign the Sovie ts can make that would be 

unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the cause of 

understanding between nations, the cause of peace and freedom. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, come to 

Berlin. If you seek prosperity for the Sovie t Union and Eastern 
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Europe, come to Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 

seek "glasnost" come to Berlin. 

Come here, to this gate. 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. 

open this gate.] 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

[Mr. Gorbachev, 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our g oodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Allianc e with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuc lear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Sov iets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution. For many months, the Soviets refused to come to 

t he table. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days -- days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

t o the t able . Becau se we remai ne d s trong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely of limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 
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I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 

complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned. At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have likewise made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggre ssion at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that will base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on strategic defenses that 

truly d efend; on defenses, i n short, that will protect lives not 

by targeting populations but by shielding them. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon this city, 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom itself is 

t rans f o r ming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, f ree markets are working miracle after miracle of 

e conomi c growth -- even the People's Republic of China has 
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granted certain economic freedoms. In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 

telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to the East. 

Reach out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of freedom. 

Mayor Diepgen, today as in the past, the United States 

stands for the strict observance and full implementation of all 

parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Yet today, on this, 

the 750th anniversary of the founding of this city, we look not 

only to the city's defense, but to building for Berlin a still 

fuller, richer life for the future. Let us strive for more 

complete implementation of the Four-Power Agreement -- especial l y 

of the provisions that call for ties between the Federal Republic 

and the Western sectors of Berlin. Within Berlin itself, let us 

work to bring the two parts of the city closer together, so that 
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all the inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of world 

conferences on human rights and arms control -- areas that call 

for cooperation between East and West. There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

American authorities in Berlin would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British f riends 

indicated that they are prepared to do the same; it is my hope 

that authority could be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits 

from young people here in the Western sectors. 

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, 

the United States seeks to greatly expand the vital air corridors 

to this city, to find ways of making commercial air service to 

Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfortable, 

and more economical. We see Berlin as one of the chief aviation 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of all 

kinds could take place in both parts of this city. And what 

better way t o show goodwill towa r d the East -- what better way to 
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demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than in 

some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and West? 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, for your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to accept them. 

That stubbornly refuses to abandon this good and proud city to a 

surrounding presence that is merely brutish. Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In a word, I would 

submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure i n the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

e mbo d i me nt of Ge rman unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a young Berliner 

words that answer the German question. 

Beliefs become reality." 

"This wall will fall. 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God ble~s you all. 
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Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

visited Berlin, speaking to the, people of this city and the world 

at the Rudolph Wilde Platz. Since then, two other Presidents 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my 

second visit to your city. 

We come to Berli~, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by othe= things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, ~ore than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense o f energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and ~ie Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

courage and friendship. 

Perhaps Marlene : i etrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, l ike so many Presidents befo re me, I come 

here today because wh e Yever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch ei~en koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a 

suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song. ] 

Our gathering t o~ a y is being broadcast throughout We ste rn 

Europe and North Amer ~ca. I understand that it is be i ng see n and 

heard as well in the ~ast that Berlin televisio n can be se e n 

as far to the southea s t as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin r adio can be picked up as f ar due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 
. . · -- •.,;- -~ .. 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here before me. For I join you as I join your 

fellow citizens in the West in this firm, this unalterable 

belief: [In German:] There is only one Berlin. 

Behind me stands a wall that divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 

and gun emplacements. On borders farther south, there may be no 

visible, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women 

the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this bru~al division of a 

continent upon the mind of the world. Standi~g before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fellow 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look ~pon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The German questi o n is 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closec. Today I sa y : As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet_ I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 
. . ·4-•, ;--~ .. 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

Streets choked with rubble. One building in five destroyed. 

Tens of thousands lying dead. Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago this week: "Our policy is directed not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary of t he Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burnt-out, gutted structure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Western 

sectors of the city . The sign read simply : 

at work. For the building of a Free World." 

"The Marshall Plan 

"[T]he building of a Free World" -- in t he West, that 

building took place. Japan rose from ruin to become an economic 

giant. Italy, France, Belgium -- each saw political and economic 

reb i r t h. The European corr~un ity was fo unded. 

In West Germa ny a nd here in Berlin , the re took place a n 

economic miracle, the "Wirtschaftswunder." Adenauer, Erhard , 

Reuter, and other leaders understood the practical importance of 

liberty -- that j ~st a s t ruth ca n :lou r ish on ly when the 
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journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 
.. ,. _,,_ ., ,:. _ • ~ .. 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and West Berlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance -- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers. 

From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count o n: 

Ber l iner s c hnau ze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und mit herz. 

[ ~Berliner schnauze'' is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and wi th 

heart."] 

In the 1 960' s , Kh rus h chev pred i cted: "We will bury you ." 

But in the West today , we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 

history . In the East, we see failure. Technological 

backwardne ss. De c linin g standards of health. Even want of the 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 
. . ,. ._ ., .: - ~ .;,,...... .. 

well-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. 

victor.] 

[Freedom is the 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be corning to 

understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

about a new policy of openness and reform -- to use the Russian 

term, "glasnost." Some political prisoners have been released. 

Certain foreign news bro adcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 

economic enterprises have been permitted to operate with greater 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beg innings of profound changes in the Soviet 

state? Or are they token gestures, intended only to raise f als e 

hopes in the West? We want to encourage change and openness. We 

want new agreements especially those that will reduce nuc l ear 

arms. 

The r e is o ne sign the Soviets can make that would be 

unmistakable, that would advance dramatically t he cause of 

understanding between nations, the cause of peace and freedom. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace , 1 

J Jf you seek pr o spe rity for the Sov iet Union and Easterr: 
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Europe 
1
it you seek liberalizatio✓--.••11111-., 

~~~~~---~ C§.ome here, to this gate • 
. . .. .. - •. ,; - ~~ ... 

Herr Gorbachev, machen Sie dieses Tor auf. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

open this gate.] 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 

Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of 

nuclear missiles, capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 

better solution. For many months, the Soviets refused to come to 

the table. As the Alliance in turn prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days -- days of 

protests like those during my 1982 visit to this city. 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: Because we remained strong, the Soviets came 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely of limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 



... 

Page 7 

I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 
. . ,. _,_. :. - ~~ .... 

complete elimination of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned. At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 

strategic forces. And the Western Allies have likewise made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total ban on chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arms reductions, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to deter Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 

Initiative -- research that will base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on strategic defenses that 

truly defend; on defenses, in short, that will protect lives not 

by targeting populations but by shielding them. 

Yes, our defenses are crucial -- but only the means to 

something far greater: the life of freedom. Perhaps when 

President Kennedy spoke at the Rudolph Wilde Platz those 24 years 

ago, it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 

siege. No longer. Despite all the pressures upon this city , 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And today freedom itsel f is 

transforming the globe. 

In the Philippines; in Argentina, Brazil, and across Latin 

America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth -- even the People's Republic o : China has 
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granted certain economic freedoms. In the industrialized 

nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 
. • t ..-• :-· ;.,JI...J,,. .. 

telecommunications. 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet Union 

faces a choice. 

become obsolete. 

It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote true 

openness -- to break down the barriers that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

Free people of Berlin, I urge you to reach out to t he East. 

Reac~ out, setting an example of goodwill. Reach out, 

demonstrating to your neighbors the powerful example of f reedom. 

Mayor Diepgen, today as in the past, the United States 

stands for the strict observance and f ull implementation o f a l l 

parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Yet toda y , on this, 

the 750th anniversary of the founding of this city , we loo k no t 

only to the city's defense, ·but to building for Berlin a st i l l 

full e r, r i cher l ife fo r the future. Let us strive for more 

complete implementation of the Four-Power Agreeme n t -- espec i ally 

of the provisions that call for ties between the Federal Re pub l i c 

and the Western sectors of Berlin. Within Berlin i tsel f , let us 

work to bring t h e two pa rts of the city closer together, s o t hat 
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all the , inhabitants of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 
. . ·-·•-=--~ ... 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of world 

conferences on human rights and arms control -- areas that call 

for cooperation between East and West. There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

American authorities in Berlin would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends 

indicated that they are prepared to do the same; it is my hope 

that authority could be found in East Berlin to sponsor visits 

from young people here in the Western sectors. 

To open Berl in still further to all Europe, East and West, 

the United States seeks to greatly expand the vital air corridors 

to this city, to find ways of making commercial air service to 

Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfo r table, 

and more economical. We see Berli r. as one of the chief aviation 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you ma y 

have noted that the Republic o f Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permit certain events of the 1988 Olympics to t ake 

place in the North. Inte rnational sports competitions of al : 

kinds could take p l ace in both parts of this city. And what 

better way to s how goodwill toward the East -- what bette r way to 
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demonstrate to the world the openness of this city -- than in 

some future year to hold the Olympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and West? .. , ~-. .;- ~ ~ 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Today 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implicit in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 

What persuades you to stay when you could so easily travel 

to the West? 

I spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze," and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for your fortitude, :or your defiant 

courage. 

But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to accept them. 

That stubborn ly refuses to abandon this good and proud city to a · 

surrounding presence that is merely brutish. Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says ye s to 

this city, yes to the f uture , ye s to f ree dom. I n a word, I wo u l d 

submit that what ke e ps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundamental distinction of a ll between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 
. . • ·- ·· :- · ~ .. 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

tower's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers over all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

embodiment of German un i ty -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a y oung Berliner 

words that answer the German question. 

Beliefs become reality." 

"This wall will fall. 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 
.. ·--• . .: - ~ ~~ 

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: BRANDENBURG GATE 

.. • ·- · .:- · ~ 

WEST BERLIN, GERMANY 
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 1987 

Chancellor Kohl, Governing Mayor Diepgen, ladies and 

gentlemen: Twenty-four years ago, President John F. Kennedy 

1-t~ ~ visited Berlin, speaking to the people of this city and the world 

· ~~~ ti['m1J'1.fJtJ.ttr~,!1ae Fla LPJ;; Si

0

nce then, two other Presidents 

we. 
Slfll ~"~ 
~ "S ~ .S' 
WY1't'J 

have come, each in his turn, to Berlin. Today I myself make my 

second visit to your city. 

We come to Berli~, we American Presidents, because it is our 

duty to speak, in this place, of freedom. But I must confess, we 

are drawn here by othe= things as well: By the feeling of 

history in this city, ~ore than 500 years older than our own 

Nation. By the sense of energy in your streets. By the beauty 

of the Grunewald and ~ie Tiergarten. Most of all, by your 

' courage and friendship. 

Eerhaps Marlene :ietrich understood something about American 

Presidents. You see, like so many Presidents before me, I come 

here today because wheyever I go, whatever I do: 

"Ich hab noch ei~en koffer in Berlin." ["I still have a .jru -­
\\OJ~lj'~ t 
~~~,suitcase in Berlin" -- words from a much-loved song. iJ 
~~W\.... Our gathering t o c.ay is being broadcast throughout Weste rn 

&b~"" 
iS \tit 
tull~ 
'''"'~ w:~ ,t) 

Europe and North Amer~ca. I understand that it is being se e n and 

heard as well in the East that Berlin television can be seen 

as far to the southeast as Leipzig, as far to the northeast as 

Gdansk; that Berlin radio can be picked up as far due east as 

Moscow. 
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To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, I extend my 

warmest greetings and the goodwill of the American people. To 

those listening in East Berlin, a special word. Although I 
. .... ... . :- · ~ ...... 

cannot be with you, I address my remarks to you just as surely as 

to those standing here befor.e me. For I join you as I join your 
~ ·~ C.,Urt'#YyMt~ 
'¢c.ta'1 \.- fellow @..4: t:izEn::8 in the West in this 

1
firm, this unalterable 

2.ca1t"l,i.Sl"r' -------- Es a,,.,. hlot\" ~,,, &Ylin. 
- -:::::::. belief: [In German:] There is onlyone Berlin. 
- . --p,trl-14-A h•n-i~ 

Behind me stands a wallAthat divides the entire continent of 

Europe. From the Baltic south it cuts across Germany in one 

continuous gash of concrete, barbed wire, guard towers, dog runs, 
ltt ~---e.. flAQJ 

and gun emplacements. @n border far@A8li' 86a ue there may be no 

visibl~, no obvious wall. But there remain armed guards and 

checkpoints all the same -- still a restriction on the right to 

travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women 

the will of a totalitarian state. 

Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most 

clearly; here, cutting across your city, where the newsphoto and 

the television screen have imprinted this bru~al division of a 

continent · upon the mind of the world. Stand i~g before the 

Brandenburg Gate, any man is a German, separated from his fel low 

men. Any man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. 

President von Weizsaecker has said: The Ge rman question is· 

open as long as the Brandenburg Gate is closed. Toda y I say : As 

long as this gate is closed, as long as th is scar o f a wal l is 

permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that 

remains open, but the question of freedom for all mankind. 
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Yet I do not come here to lament. For I find in Berlin a 

message of hope -- even, in the shadow of this wall, a message of 

triumph. 
. .. .. . :-·....., ... 

In this season of spring in 1945, the people of Berlin 

emerged from their air-raid shelters to find devastation. 

{itreets choked with rubble. One buildin.g in five destroyed. 

Tens of thousands lying dead] Thousands of miles away, the 

people of the United States reached out to help. In announcing 

the Marshall Plan, Secretary of State George Marshall stated 

precisely 40 years ago t h is week: "Our policy is dire cted not 

against any country or doctrine, but against hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos." 

In the Reichstag a few moments ago, I saw a display 

commemorating this 40th anniversary o f t he Marshall Plan. I was 

struck by the sign on a burn t-out, gutte d s t ructure that was 

being rebuilt. I understand that Berliners of my own generation 

can remember seeing signs like it dotted throughout the Weste r n 

sectors of t he city . The sign read s imp l y : 

a t work. For the build ing o f a Free Wor ld." 

"The Mars ha ll Pl a n 

"[T ] he building of a Free World" -- in t he We st, t ha t 

from ru in to be come an e conomi c 

giant ~@i saw poli t i c al a nd economic 

reb i r t h. The Eu rope a n 'ommunity was founde d. -
In West Ge r ma ny a nd here in Berl in , there took p lace an 

economic miracle, t he "Wi rtscha f tswunder ." Adena uer, Er ha rd , 

Reuter, and other l eade rs understood t he practical importa nce of 

l ibe rty -- t h a t j~st as t ruth can :louri s h only whe n the 



Page 4 

journalist is given freedom of speech, so prosperity can come 

about only when the farmer and businessman enjoy economic 

freedom. The German leaders reduced tariffs, expanded free 
' . .,. __ . - - - ..-lL.,· ... 

trade, lowered taxes. From 1950 to 1960 alone, the standard of 

living in West Germany and[!e~tJBerlin more than doubled. 

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in 

West Berlin there is the greatest industrial output of any city 

in Germany; busy office blocks; fine homes and apartments; proud 

avenues and the spreading lawns of parkland. Where a city's 

culture seemed to have been destroyed, today there are two great 

universities, orchestras and an opera, countless theaters and 

museums. Where there was want, today there is abundance£- food, 

clothing, automobiles; the wonderful goods of the Ku'damm; even 

home computers J 
From devastation -- from utter ruin -- you Berliners have in 

freedom rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of the 

greatest on Earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. {!ut-, 

my friends, there was one thing the Soviets didn't count on: 

Berliner schnauze. Ja, Berliner schnauze -- und rnit herz. 

["Berliner schnauze" is a well-known phrase meaning courage mixed 

with good humor, "chutzpah." "Und mit herz" means "and with 

heart."] J 
In the 1960's, Khrushchev predicted: "We will bury you." 

But in the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a 

level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented in all human 
UllMtVtu""'#- Wff'ld .f~4"'1tllt • 

history. In the~, we see i<eil4t~.~ Technological 

backwardne ss. Declining standards of health. Even want of the 
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most basic kind -- too little food. The Soviet Union still 

cannot feed itself. East Germany has made strides, but at 

harvest time the news announcers still speak, to use the 
, .. ... . ;- • ....... =--

wel 1-known phrase, of "the battle to bring in the crops." 

After these four decades, then, there stands before the 

entire world one great and inescapable conclusion. Freedom leads 

to prosperity. ~ reedom replaces the ancient hatreds between the 

nations with comity and peace. 

Freiheit -- Freiheit ist der Sieger. [Freedom is the 

victor.] 

tu,"~~ 
~·~ 

Now the Soviets themselves may at last be corning to 
.J" t~,t understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from Moscow 

.. 

'"'~~t&,~ about a new policy of openness and reform,,-€: ee t!3e 1!As Ppss.i.ari 
A ~S~ Or.i"'°'~ term, 11 g~3ti)' Some political prisoners have been released. 

~;µ Certain foreign news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some 
~vi-#' ·...a). 
,,;~·~ economic enterprises have been permitted ~o operate with greater 
,~ 

freedom from state control. 

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet 
/Joht,~ ~'"''1 ~t-- state? Or are they token gestures, intended on o 
~"" ,_..-to~lf\..,"~ti,n,~tv~ '~"lihl •f-? ~ ~ 
,,,kt"III hopes in t fie Westj We t,fll@~e-~-e'!'!'e"8o\!!H!ioil~~chan an openness. 

"6,,-CJ'l"'li .";:!t ~•:e~ J;:t,effi""'"esfec~~t!', fu 
tU"~~\11,e~vr_r~ c!e ~~. 
,.~sc~v · 
o<--'- t.elfi\4J 
\~~ I There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be . 
LJ~\I.~ ik£~k ~ ,fr-utt; A~ M,A--.u 
,.,' unmistakable, that would @e. nuu.;:r;a B:tc.HRut.a. oe }&US@ of 

az'1-r:.~tt~ '=.t~~ltionstJthe cause of~~ace and freedom. 
A l.~ 

[ General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek ?eace, corn~to 

If you seek prosperity for the Sovie t Union and Ea s ter~ 
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),et 
Europe, corne,1to 

seek "glasnost" 

Corne · here, 

Berlin. If you seek liberalization -- if you 
~ tt 

-- corneAto Berlin. Df--,.. ~ t\l .,.s• ~rt.tau ~IJ btN,. fl- Yid, 
to this gate_, I\ f"' · 

•Herr 

w open this 

Gorba.c'l-iev~- rnachen 

gate.] J 
Sie dieses Tor auf. [Mr. Gorbachev, 

Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

While we watch and wait, we in the West must resist Soviet 

expansion. So we must maintain defenses of unassailable 

strength. Yet it is our nature as free peoples to make manifest 

our goodwill. So we must strive to reduce arms on both sides. 

r. t.. w,.s-r.k .r . 
c:;)Of'lt!-1A. 'i4,,t, Beginning 10 years ago, the Soviets challenged the Western 
~rt- ,-~ -,-t"' ,~ tU~ ti<t..UI, 
Nt.Ul.fD_L. Alliance with a grave new threat: the deployment of hundreds of/1 
!.,.YI~ """t -- ~ ,fv-,J/~•~(u.tl ~S-2./Js • • :~s 1~w nuclear missiles~ capable of striking every capital in Europe. 

yv,: ,..-

The Western Alliance responded by committing itself to a 

counter-deployment -- unless the Soviets agreed to negotiate a 
ttiw.lv ft et.'9tiuie ~ ~'""""' M -~6~ f,'-fiu, ~~-.. 

better solutionf For many months, the Soviets refused to ~fflo ~ .. 

~~lj As the Alliance @;: :tau!) prepared to go forward with 

its counter-deployment, there were difficult days -- days o f 

protests like~\~?se d~ring my 1982 vi sit to this city.~ .fl-_~ 
W'll/11 (VA'f 1WM- f-L.. ta We, 

But through it all, the Alliance held firm. And I invite 

those who protested then I invite those who protest today --

to mark this fact: 
},.e,k, 

Because we remained strong, the Soviets camel\ 

to the table. Because we remained strong, today we are engaged 

in talks that hold out the possibility, not merely o: limiting 

the growth of arms, but of eliminating, for the first time, an 

entire class of nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth. 
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' I understand the fear of war and the pain of division that 

afflict this continent. As I speak, NATO ministers are meeting 

in Iceland to review the progress of our proposals for the 
. . ..,. ~- . :_ .. .;.JL.----

complete elimination ' of intermediate-range nuclear forces that I 

mentioned: At the talks in Geneva, we have proposed deep cuts in 
(JS t.,elf. 

strategic forcesA And the Western Allies have ~k9P;i.~ made 

far-reaching proposals to reduce the danger of conventional war, 

and to place a total - ban pn chemical weapons. 

While we pursue these arm~, reduction~, I pledge to you that 

we will maintain the capacity to det~r Soviet aggression at any 

level at which it might occur. And in cooperation with many of 

our Allies, the United States is pursuing a Strategic Defense 
..f1i .f.._d • way +o 

Initiative -- researchAOict wilt)'.base deterrence not on the 

threat of offensive retaliation, but on ~eete~~defenses that 
sv~v. 1 , hv~~ 

truly defend; on .q;l,0£on.o-O in short, that will protect lives~ '",~"~ ~ ~ " ~ targeting (Ee'l:"ul~Li&+H!l &~:e lil~ !!lft_i@ J di og tbeI9 
A ~frth,f/l is_ 

Yes, our @e~&ii -~ crucial -- but only the means to 
a . . 

something far greater: the life of freedom. 

President Kenned/.tfptL~c.C:t tae ~ueel!)l:. Wil<iile 

@~:i;:};}a~e wbe~ 

Plat. those 24 

~yO➔ ~ 0,g.;.; it was freedom that was encircled, Berlin that was under 
nAYI t~&e.S "':f.J tlJey siege. No longer. 

~,nr~ 
Despite all the pressures upon this city , 

Berlin stands secure in its liberty. And t oday freedom itself is uf ,o,, 
"~~ ~'s trans forming the globe . 

~ 1.Jd In the Philippines; 
--tl~ld-t-- ~~k./ ~""'' , . B , - . inntasn i, ra.il, ane'i ac1css aaliz!J 

su~ America, democracy has been given a rebirth. Throughout the 
' \J.J)x 
~lr:) 

Pacific, free markets are working miracle after miracle of 

economic growth@t Ev cu t.f'le Pcup1e·s Repabl±c 
~ 

e f Shir.a lta:;b 

~lit, 
~.,....,-1-

,_ -t...,.,'11 
n,{c, q 

few 
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@Jaut.es eertaill eebfiblli1c jJ!a,uia111a_a In the industrialized 

' 
nations, a technological revolution is taking place -- a 

revolution marked by rapid, dramatic advances in computers and 
.. · ·- · ,- -~'1-t~ /k. ~ c,._. .... ,"11- w,vtl~ ..... ot.~1'c All/ ~hi 

telecommunications. i-t~k~; ,l.ce,wty.f .st,+t. (4+,,/ i.S ~--..:-~ /, ~ 
vwurl+t•-'• 

In Europe, only one nation and those it controls refuse to 

join the community of freedom. Yet in this age of redoubled 
rl-.kll 

economic growth, of information and innovation, the Soviet UnionJ\ 

faces a choice. It must make fundamental changes. Or it will 

become obsolete. 

In this respect, today represents a moment of hope. We in 

the West stand ready to cooperate with the East to promote ·true 

openness -- to break down the barrieri that separate people, to 

create a safer, freer world. And surely there is no better place 

than Berlin, the meetingplace of East and West, to make a start. 

i,d- Free people of Be-rlin, ~ 1.u;g" 'j'OP to niaBlil e ·ot t1w 

tS/~1'eacl1 oa L, Set: tiny SR e11a11ij,le ei yoodwl H • lka el, -l , ,~, ' ,,,h-,,.ve- aem1w1u·tra#i:i12, "8 ysur oej gbbors tbe po11&ii'ii~l iiiliiillcple cf fr cceisM. 

tf11•-· 
Mtd~ ...Way1wi" Q!.8,,@.-.2) today as in the past, the United States 

C fZ, -i. '.) I .,, ... ) stands for the strict observance _and fu ll implementation of all . · u,., us "-f-L -I.rs 
parts of the Four-Power Agreement of 1971. Y-e~ t1wday, e~ e:li!i .. , 

tJCUJ•"tk, · -h wsl~ tk 
the 750th anniversary of the founding of this city , ~ leelcie,se 
~ 

" ~W" ~HlJ, I . • • • . 
BRly 198 @he eib) •Ii icfcilSe , be~ 1!8 i!.01leh11g fat Berl2i7a still 

fuller, richer life for the future. Le t us . strive~ 

~~J.gtg i ropJ amai.tiltiaiil e:i 1!:hs ii\ettr l?ewc1 :.itgrEe1tt211t CS!9@ci217"!"!) 

Jr H1 ,";!:[,":;;~t;!{ >,~-t:1::1:; to "fj_e s betweert the Federal R:i;'.ublic 

a~d the Western sectors of Berlin. ~ !i~~!"Ci-r ~s~:~-: ~ s 
A~~ . ~ 

bring the two parts of ~ctity closer together, so that 
/t 
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all the inhabitants ·of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that 

should come with life in one of the great cities of the world. 

With our French and British partners, the United States is 
. . .. ~-·- .: - ~ ;.:;i.. ..... 

prepared to sponsor international meetings in Berlin. It would 
~N~nt~~r,'9 

be only fitting for Berlin to serve as the site of~world _.,,"U' 

i"" ~r (rl'"'1!!S" 0\-
conferences on human rights ~ arms control, aJ!'eas tha I!. eall 

p.v-ur ~ ,~rM-h~I ':l::f::::!l',,,_• '1l 
~EilE eee~81!':Et:\iQR eo;t;rzooaa ltlo st~ 11There is no better way to 

establish hope for the future than to enlighten young minds, and 

~ica!\ a~Uwt i tics i,i iii•litl would be honored to sponsor summer 

youth exchanges, cultural events, and other programs for young 

Berliners from the East. Our French and British friends.) r•t"k 
~· 1) ~ . 

- i~c~~ Umt LhCj ••.!I prepared to do the samee Yt is my hope 

·~ = f•""'·"' ~ that authority could be found in East Berlin to sponsor,1visits ~" ~ ,\ 
~ young peoplea E:tcre ifb the Western sectors. 

To open Berlin still further to al l Europe, East and West, 
l-eA- us . ocu.ss 

€,!hc t:ha Led ~ ta ces SEE ks Le ,12 ceelg expand the vital air ~-iiilie!!'a 
. ,~ .... "~ 

to this city! ~) find ways of making commercial air service to ,. . 

Berlin through the established corridors safer, more comfortable, 

/tflAe~~.,~•iwf-~~~ 
and more economical. We ~,\Berlin --~eof the ch11Fav1ation 

hubs in all Central Europe. 

One final proposal -- one close to my heart. Sport 

represents a source of enjoyment and ennoblement, and you may 

have noted that the Republic of Korea -- South Korea -- has 

offered to permi t cer tain events of the 1988 Olympics to take 

place in the North. International sports competitions of al: 

kinds could take p lace in both parts of this city. And what 

better way to show goodwill ~,a.a @~c ~es~ -- what better way to 
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demonstrate to· the world the openness of this city -- than in 
,s-~+. ~,, '" . 

some future year to a lympic Games here in Berlin, East 

and west? <iJu+-!S kllf-jVS+ I~ II~ ~M.Sr, /kr.~IIAt. ... ~t ~ 
~t:! .. ,_~111) ~ lt.rL ik fR,i.re, ~-,.,) ~Ylltt. 

In these four decades, as I have said, you Berliners have 

rebuilt a great .city. You have done so in spite of threats: The 

Soviet attempts to impose the East-mark. The blockade. Tod_ay 

the city thrives in spite of the challenges implic·it in the very 

presence of this wall. 

What keeps you here? 
~ 

What _persµa9es you ~o stay when you could so easily tFsY@l 
fa v- «-h,· 

to Wes? • 
/\ 

&, spoke earlier of "Berliner schnauze, 11 and of course there 

is a great deal to be said for youtl~rtitude, 'I:{ your defiant 

courage) ,~,_ u,+.;.-l1 ~.ecv+-t4-.ft- Ai,.r~r. 

\U' But I believe that there is something deeper. Something 

that involves Berlin's whole look and feel and way of life. Not 

mere sentiment -- no one could live long in Berlin without being 

completely disabused of illusions. Something instead that sees 
rv\'"~....­

the difficulties of life in Berlin but chooses to &ca □,~ them. 

That stubbornly •·~•~lfi O' att£Ao~ttls 1;1:-a •::; r~'/:~'2!~, te a 

S\if'roandir:tJ p1.csurce that is mareJar bn1t±S~ Something that 

speaks with a powerful voice of affirmation -- that says yes to 

this city, yes to the future, yes to freedom. In a word, I would 

submit that what keeps you in Berlin is love -- love both 

profound and abiding. 

Perhaps this gets to the root of the matter, to the most 

fundament.al distinction of all between East and West. The 

totalitarian world does not produce low living standards and 
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backwardness because of some technical shortcoming in its 

economic arrangements. It produces backwardness because it does 

such violence to the spirit, thwarting the human impulse to 
.. .,. # .. .. ; - ~ ;,.JII,...,,~ 

create, to enjoy, to worship. 

The totalitarian world finds even symbols of love an 

affront. During the War, the sculpture atop the Brandenburg Gate 

was taken down for safekeeping and stored here, in the Western 

sectors of the city. In 19 , the West turned the sculpture over 

to the East in a gesture of goodwill, and soon the sculpture was 

once again looking out upon "Unter den Linden" [the main avenue 

in East Berlin]. But something was different. The cross -- the 

cross the figure had borne aloft for nearly 150 years -- that 

cross was gone. In its place was a Communist wreath. 

_ years later, authorities in the East erected what is now 

the tallest structure in the city, the television tower above 

Alexanderplatz. I understand that virtually ever since, the 

c~~ authorities have been working to correct what they view as the 

~.JJ toWer's one major flaw, treating the glass dome at the top with 

paints and chemicals of every kind. Yet even today when the sun 

strikes that dome -- that dome that towers ~ver all Berlin -- the 

light makes the sign of the cross. 

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag -- that 

e rr~odiment of German unity -- I noticed words crudely 

spray-painted upon the wall -- perhaps by a y oung Berliner 

words that answer the German question. 

Beliefs become reality." 

"This wall will fall. 
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Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot 

withstand faith. It cannot withstand truth. 

Die Mauer kann Freiheit nicht zuruckhalten. [The wall 
.. ... .... ; - ~ .;,;.. ... .-

cannot withstand freedom.] 

Thank you. God bless you all. 


