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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

2:44 P.M. EDT 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 

IN THE u.s.s.R. 

The East Room 

May 3, 1988 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you all very much and 
welcome to the East Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: presidents, 
diplomats, world statesmen -- and none more important, none of 
greater faith and moral courage, than these four men that we are 
honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, Mykola 
Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of faith that 
you have brought here today will not be confined within these four 
walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I will carry it in 
my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month. 

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the 
Millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the right of 
all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship 
their God, in their own way. (Applause.) 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about 
the first signs of progress. The presence of these four men here 
today is testimony to the fact that our witness here in the West can 
have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been allowed to 
emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 
recognition and, recently, the Soviets have said they will allow a 
printing of language bibles. 

These are encouraging signs and we welcome them. What we 
hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in the 
spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. Perhaps 
the process is beginning. We noted that General Secretary Gorbachev 
said recently, and I'll quote, "Mistakes made with regard to the 
Church and believers in the 1930s and the years that followed are 
being rectified." Well, we sincerely hope and pray that this will be 
the case. 

While some new churches are being built; and others, 
mostly Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to reopen; many other 
~ongregations are denied recognition and, therefore, legality. The 
Ukrainian Catholic Church -- the Uniate Church -- is still closed, 
outlawed, and persecuted. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -­
Sunday schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and 
the production of religious study material are all still illegal 
activities. And about those bibles, the authorities have promised to 
print 100,000 copies - - for a country of 280 million people. Yet, 
now there are at least signs by Soviet authorities of "a new law" on 
the freedom of conscience, reflecting the interests of religious 
organizations. · 

So while every positive step taken by the Soviets is 
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welcomed -- we realize that this is just a beginning. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet 
Jews have takei. up much of our official time -- and this is very 
close to my heart. our hope is for the doors to open fully to 
emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths. 

so the earlier predictions by some, that once the 
grandmothers died, nobody would remember that there had been a Church 
in Russia, are wrong. Instead, the Church in Russia is still full of 
grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they're 
joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the need, the 
hunger, that no man-made institution in any society can ever fulfill. 

Today, roughly 90 million people in the Soviet Union -­
or nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief 
in God. And it is not surprising that revolutions devoted to 
reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most basic 
teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God shaped Adam 
from dust, he breathed into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in "Doctor Zhivago," in which 
Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the philosophy of 
materialism and the bloody revolution it has spawned. "When I hear 
people speak of reshaping life," he says, "I fall into despair. 
People who can say that have never understood a thing about life -­
they have never felt its breath, its heartbeat. They look on it as a 
lump of raw material that needs to be processed by them, to be 
ennobled by their touch. But life is never a material, a substance 
to be molded. Life is the principle of self-renewal; it is 
constantly renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring 
itself; it is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 
End quote. 

The history of the 20th century has too often been brutal 
and tl:agic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our 
hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more religion is 
oppressed -- the greater the attempt to extinguish that life 
principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows. 

History is etched with stories of those w~o suffered 
religious persecution, yes. But it also tells of transcendence, 
devotion, and sanctity. Even conversion. We think of the 
strengthened conviction Alexander Solzhenitzyn gained in prison; and 
the case of the Soviet psychiatrist Anatoli Koryagin -- recently 
released after serving six years in prison. He sought baptism as 
soon as he emigrated. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind 
us of the early Christian martyrs. one such is Anna Chertkova, 
recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric hospital 
since 1973 for no other crime than her faith. 

Or Alfonsas svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, 
who has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 
until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission to 
go abroad to receive medical care. 

Or Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius, in internal exile 
since 1961 for refusing to collaborate with the authorities. 

How many men and women have had their faith tested? Now 
we see some people who have served prison sentences for the 
unauthorized practice of religion being released. And no one has 
been imprisoned on that ground for the last two years. our hopes and 
prayers are for this expression of change by the Soviet authorities 
to continue. 

The faith of the peoples of the Soviet Union is pure and 
unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt, as the 
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early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 
empire -- we pray that the Millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus 
will mean freeQom for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the 
Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 
22nd Psalm: 

"In Thee our fathers trusted; they trusted, and Thou 
didst deliver them. To Thee they cried out and were delivered; in 
Thee they trusted and were not disappointed." 

I have to add a little something here. Recently, a woman 
wrote me a letter and enclosed in the letter was a copy of what can 
only be called a prayer. But the story of that -- it's in that 
single page, of a young Russian soldier in a shell hole in World War 
II, knowing that his unit was going to announce -- or going to 
advance the attack, looking up at the stars and revealing for the 
first time that he had been taught all his life that there was no 
God. But now he believed there was. And he looked up at the heavens 
and spoke so sincerely, and said, maybe before the night is over I'll 
be coming to You. And I hope You will forgive what I believed for so 
long, the foolishness, because I know now there is a God. 

And that letter was found on the body of the young 
soldier who was killed in the coming engagement. I thought sometimes 
of taking it to Moscow with me -- maybe the General Secretary might 
like to read it. · 

Well, thank you all very much • . God bless · you. 
(Applause. ) 

END 2:53 P.M. EDT 
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5/2/88 - 6 P.M. 

DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH AND 

WELCOME TO THE EAST ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE. 

THIS ROOM HAS SEEN MANY IMPORTANT 

PEOPLE: PRESIDENTS, DIPLOMATS, WORLD 

STATESMEN, BUT NONE MORE IMPORTANT, 

NONE OF GREATER FAITH AND MORAL COURAGE, 

THAN THESE FOUR MEN WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE 

WITH US. FATHER (SHI-BYE-Ev), REVEREND 

(MAT-VAY-UKE)J ~IH-COLA) (RuE-DENK~J 

AND JOSEF ~Av-GOOfl}: I PROMISE THAT THE 

WITNESS OF FAITH YOU HAVE BROUGHT HERE TODAY 

WILL NOT BE CONFINED WITHIN THESE FOUR 

WALLS, OR FORGOTTEN WHEN THIS MEETING 

IS ENDED -- I WILL CARRY IT IN MY HEART WHEN 

I TRAVEL TO THE SOVIET UNION AT THE END OF 
THIS MONTH. 

' .. . ' . . { . 
i.: . 
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AND I WILL SAY THAT THE MOST FITTING 

WAY TO MARK THE MILLENNIUM OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN KIEV RUS WOULD BE GRANTING THE RIGHT 

OF ALL THE PEOPLES AND ALL THE CREEDS OF THE 

SOVIET UNION TO WORSHIP THEIR GOD, IN THEIR 

OWN WAY. 

YOU HAVE, OF COURSE, BEEN HEARING THIS 

AFTERNOON ABOUT THE FIRST SIGNS OF PROGRESS: 

THE PRESENCE OF THESE FOUR MEN HERE TODAY 

IS TESTIMONY TO THE FACT THAT OUR WITNESS, 

HERE IN THE WEST, CAN HAVE AN IMPACT. 

SOME SOVIET DISSIDENTS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED 

TO EMIGRATE. SOME CHURCHES ARE ALLOWED TO 

ORGANIZE AND FILE FOR RECOGNITION, 

AND RECENTLY, THE SOVIETS HAVE SAID THEY 

WILL ALLOW A PRINTING OF LANGUAGE BIBLES. 

- :( 
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THESE ARE ENCOURAGING SIGNS, 

AND WE WELCOME THEM. WHAT WE HOPE FOR 

ULTIMATELY IS A WILLINGNESS TO SEE CONTINUED 

CHANGE, IN THE SPIRIT OF GLASNOST, WHEN IT 

COMES TO MATTERS OF RELIGION. PERHAPS THE 
PROCESS IS BEGINNING. WE NOTED THAT 

GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV SAID RECENTLY, 
AND I QUOTE, "MISTAKES MADE WITH REGARD TO 

THE CHURCH AND BELIEVERS IN THE 1930's AND 

THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED ARE BEING 

RECTIFIED." WE SINCERELY HOPE AND PRAY THAT 

THIS WILL BE THE CASE. 

WHILE SOME NEW CHURCHES ARE BEING 

BUILT; AND OTHERS, MOSTLY RUSSIAN ORTHODOX, 

HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO REOPEN; MANY OTHER 

CONGREGATIONS ARE DENIED RECOGNITION, 

AND THEREFORE LEGALITY. THE UKRAINIAN 

CATHOLIC CHURCH -- THE (YUNE-EE-oTi) 

CHURCH -- IS STILL CLOSED, OUTLAWED, 

AND PERSECUTED. 

·"- . ,::- . 
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF CHILDREN 

OUTSIDE THE HOME -- SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 
HEBREW SCHOOLS, OR EVEN CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES -- AND THE PRODUCTION OF RELIGIOUS 

STUDY MATERIAL ARE ALL STILL ILLEGAL 

ACTIVITIES. AND ABOUT THOSE BIBLES: 

THE AUTHORITIES HAVE PROMISED TO PRINT 

100,000 COPIES -- FOR A COUNTRY OF 

280 MILLION PEOPLE. YET, NOW THERE ARE, 

AT LEAST, SIGNS BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES OF 

"A NEW LAW" ON THE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, 

REFLECTING THE INTERESTS OF RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

SO WHILE EVERY POSITIVE STEP TAKEN BY 

THE SOVIETS IS WELCOMED -- WE REALIZE THAT 

THIS IS JUST A BEGINNING. 

LET ME ALSO SAY, IN PARTICULAR, 

THAT THE RIGHTS OF SOVIET JEWS HAVE TAKEN j . 

UP MUCH OF OUR OFFICIAL TIME -- AND IS VERY 
CLOSE TO MY HEART. 

,;.· 
. . • . 
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OUR HOPE IS FOR THE DOORS TO OPEN FULLY 

TO EMIGRATION AND TO FULL FREEDOM -­
FOR ALL FAITHS. 

SO THE EARLIER PREDICTIONS 

BY SOME, THAT ONCE THE GRANDMOTHERS DIED, 

NOBODY WOULD REMEMBER THAT THERE HAD BEEN 

A CHURCH IN RUSSIA, ARE WRONG. INSTEAD, . , " 

THE CHURCH IN RUSSIA IS STILL FULL OF 

GRANDMOTHERS, WOMEN WHO WERE LITTLE CHILDREN 
IN 1917, AND THEY ARE JOINED BY THE YOUNGER 

GENERATION, LONGING TO SATISFY THE NEED, 

THE HUNGER, THAT NO MAN-MADE INSTITUTION 

IN ANY SOCIETY CAN EVER FULFILL. 

TODAY, ROUGHLY 90 MILLION PEOPLE IN 

THE SOVIET UNION -- OR NEARLY A THIRD OF THE 

POPULATION -- PROCLAIM SOME FORM OF BELIEF 

IN GOD. 

... 
' 
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AND IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT REVOLUTIONS 

DEVOTED TO RESHAPING MAN AS IF HE WERE SO 

MUCH CLAY DENY ONE OF THE MOST BASIC 

TEACHINGS OF JUDEO-CHRISTIAN BELIEF -­
THAT AFTER GOD SHAPED ADAM FROM DUST, 

HE BREATHED INTO HIM THE DIVINE PRINCIPLE 

OF LIFE. 

THERE'S A WONDERFUL PASSAGE IN DOCTOR 

ZHIVAGO. IN WHICH PASTERNAK SPEAKS OF HIS 

BITTER DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE PHILOSOPHY 

OF MATERIALISM AND THE BLOODY REVOLUTION IT 

HAS SPAWNED. " ... WHEN I HEAR PEOPLE SPEAK 

OF RESHAPING LIFE," HE SAYS, "I FALL INTO 

DESPAIR .... PEOPLE WHO CAN SAY THAT, 

HAVE NEVER UNDERSTOOD A THING ABOUT LIFE -­

THEY HAVE NEVER FELT ITS BREATH, 

ITS HEARTBEAT .•.. THEY LOOK ON IT AS A LUMP 
OF RAW MATERIAL THAT NEEDS TO BE PROCESSED 
BY THEM, TO BE ENNOBLED BY THEIR TOUCH . 

. ; 
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BUT LIFE IS NEVER A MATERIAL, A SUBSTANCE 

TO BE MOLDED ... LIFE IS THE PRINCIPLE OF 

SELF-RENEWAL, IT IS CONSTANTLY RENEWING 

AND REMAKING AND CHANGING AND TRANSFIGURING 

ITSELF, IT IS INFINITELY BEYOND YOUR OR MY 

OBTUSE THEORIES ABOUT IT." 

THE HISTORY OF THE 20TH CENTURY HAS TOO 

OFTEN BEEN BRUTAL AND TRAGIC, BUT IT HAS 

TAUGHT US ONE LESSON THAT SHOULD FILL OUR 

HEARTS WITH HOPE AND JOY, FOR WE HAVE FOUND 

THAT THE MORE RELIGION IS OPPRESSED --

THE GREATER THE ATTEMPT TO EXTINGUISH THAT 

LIFE PRINCIPLE, THAT DIVINE SPARK --

THE MORE IT GLOWS. 

HISTORY IS ETCHED WITH STORIES OF THOSE 

WHO SUFFERED RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION, YES, 

BUT IT ALSO TELLS OF TRANSCENDENCE, 

DEVOTION, AND SANCTITY. EVEN CONVERSION. 

· ·., ' 
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WE THINK OF THE STRENGTHENED CONVICTION 

ALEXANDER SOLZHENITZYN GAINED IN PRISON; 

AND THE CASE OF THE SOVIET PSYCHIATRIST 

ANATOLI (KoR-YAH-GHIN} -- RECENTLY RELEASED 

AFTER SERVING 6 YEARS IN PRISON. HE SOUGHT 

BAPTISM AS SOON AS HE EMIGRATED. 

AND WE THINK OF HEROISM AND COURAGE 

THAT CAN ONLY REMIND US OF THE EARLY 

CHRISTIAN MARTYRS. ONE SUCH IS ANNA 

(cHAIRT-KOE-VAH), RECENTLY RELEASED AFTER 

BEING HELD IN A SOVIET PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 

SINCE 1973, FOR NO OTHER CRIME THAN HER 

FAITH. 

OR ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS, A 62-YEAR-OLD 

LITHUANIAN PRIEST, WHO HAS SPENT 18 YEARS 

IN PRISON AND IS NOT SCHEDULED TO BE 

RELEASED UNTIL 1990. HE IS GRAVELY ILL 

AND HAS PETITIONED FOR PERMISSION TO GO 
ABROAD TO RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE. 

I 

i 
I I . 
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OR BISHOP GJuLIE-YHON-AHs) 

~TEP-ON-NAH-VEE-CHus), IN INTERNAL EXILE 

SINCE 1961 FOR REFUSING TO COLLABORATE WITH 

THE AUTHORITIES. 

HOW MANY MEN AND WOMEN HAVE HAD THEIR 

FAITH TESTED? NOW, WE SEE SOME PEOPLE WHO 

HAVE SERVED PRISON SENTENCES FOR THE 

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF RELIGION BEING 

RELEASED. AND NO ONE HAS BEEN IMPRISONED ON 

THAT GROUND FOR THE LAST 2 YEARS. OUR HOPES 

AND PRAYERS ARE FOR THIS EXPRESSION OF 

CHANGE BY THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO 

CONTINUE. 
I • 
I 

THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLES OF THE SOVIET 1 

UNION IS PURE AND UNBREAKABLE. AS MOSES LED 

HIS PEOPLE FROM BONDAGE IN EGYPT; 

AS THE EARLY CHRISTIANS NOT ONLY WITHSTOOD 

PAGAN ROME, BUT CONVERTED AN EMPIRE; --

-· , 
. •· 

. . ~: . : . ' . 

~: . . . 
. , . . 

.( -.' . 
X . 
! 
.j , 



I - ~ f 

> ' 

- 10 -

WE PRAY THAT THE MILLENNIUM OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN KIEV RUS WILL MEAN FREEDOM FOR THE 

FAITHFUL IN RUSSIA, IN UKRAINE, THE BALTIC 

STATES, AND ALL THE REGIONS OF THE SOVIET 

UNION. 

AND IF WE PRAY, WE MIGHT WANT TO USE 

THE WORDS OF THE 22ND PSALM: 

"IN THEE OUR FATHERS TRUSTED; 

THEY TRUSTED, AND THOU 

DIDST DELIVER THEM. 

TO THEE THEY CRIED OUT, AND 

WERE DELIVERED; 

IN THEE THEY TRUSTED, AND 

WERE NOT DISAPPOINTED" 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH AND GOD BLESS 

YOU. 

.;.· . ·- . 
' .. , . , . . , 
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DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH AND 

WELCOME TO THE EAST ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE. 

THIS ROOM HAS SEEN MANY IMPORTANT 

PEOPLE: PRESIDENTS, DIPLOMATS, WORLD 

STATESMEN, BUT NONE MORE IMPORTANT, 

NONE OF GREATER FAITH AND MORAL COURAGE, 

THAN THESE FOUR MEN WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE 

WITH US. FATHER (SHI-BYE-Ev)) REVEREND 

(MAT-VAY-UKE) J ~IH-COLAJ (RuE-DENKo) J 

AND JOSEF (pAv-GOO~: I PROMISE THAT THE 

WITNESS OF FAITH YOU HAVE BROUGHT HERE TODAY 

WILL NOT BE CONFINED WITHIN THESE FOUR 

WALLS, OR FORGOTTEN WHEN THIS MEETING 

IS ENDED -- I WILL CARRY IT IN MY HEART WHEN 

I TRAVEL TO THE SOVIET UNION AT THE END OF 
THIS MONTH. 
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AND I WILL SAY THAT THE MOST FITTING 

WAY TO MARK THE MILLENNIUM OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN KIEV RUS WOULD BE GRANTING THE RIGHT 

OF ALL THE PEOPLES AND ALL THE CREEDS OF THE 

SOVIET UNION TO WORSHIP THEIR GOD, IN THEIR 

OWN WAY. 

YOU HAVE, OF COURSE, BEEN HEARING THIS 

AFTERNOON ABOUT THE FIRST SIGNS OF PROGRESS: 

THE PRESENCE OF THESE FOUR MEN HERE TODAY 

IS TESTIMONY TO THE FACT THAT OUR WITNESS, 

HERE IN THE WEST, CAN HAVE AN IMPACT. 

SOME SOVIET DISSIDENTS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED 

TO EMIGRATE. SOME CHURCHES ARE ALLOWED TO 

ORGANIZE AND FILE FOR RECOGNITION, 

AND RECENTLY, THE SOVIETS HAVE SAID THEY 

WILL ALLOW A PRINTING OF LANGUAGE BIBLES. 

I 
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l· 
I 

: ' 

! . 
' . 



... ,,, . . 

• I .'• • .,• , • ••• ~' ... •., ·. 

, ' ... ~ ""f-4+1 ., ... , .. , .•. 

:'. 

• fflf"ll--iftf .. ,. ',···~. :,. 

- 3 -

THESE ARE ENCOURAGING SIGNS, 

AND WE WELCOME THEM. WHAT WE HOPE FOR 

ULTIMATELY IS A WILLINGNESS TO SEE CONTINUED 

CHANGE, IN THE SPIRIT OF GLASNOST, WHEN IT 

COMES TO MATTERS OF RELIGION. PERHAPS THE 

PROCESS IS BEGINNING. WE NOTED THAT 

GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV SAID RECENTLY, 

AND I QUOTE, "MISTAKES MADE WITH REGARD TO 

THE CHURCH AND BELIEVERS IN THE 1930's AND 

THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED ARE BEING 

RECTIFIED." WE SINCERELY HOPE AND PRAY THAT 

THIS WILL BE THE CASE. 

WHILE SOME NEW CHURCHES ARE BEING 

BUILT; AND OTHERS, MOSTLY RUSSIAN ORTHODOX, 

HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO REOPEN; MANY OTHER 

CONGREGATIONS ARE DENIED RECOGNITION, 

AND THEREFORE LEGALITY. THE UKRAINIAN 

CATHOLIC CHURCH -- THE (YUNE-EE-OT'9 

CHURCH -- IS STILL CLOSED, OUTLAWED, 

AND PERSECUTED. 
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF CHILDREN 

OUTSIDE THE HOME -- SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 

HEBREW SCHOOLS, OR EVEN CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES -- AND THE PRODUCTION OF RELIGIOUS 

STUDY MATERIAL ARE ALL STILL ILLEGAL 

ACTIVITIES. AND ABOUT THOSE BIBLES: 

THE AUTHORITIES HAVE PROMISED TO PRINT 

100,000 COPIES -- FOR A COUNTRY OF 

280 MILLION PEOPLE. YET, NOW THERE ARE, 

AT LEAST, SIGNS BY SOVIET AUTHORITIES OF 

"A NEW LAW" ON THE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, 

REFLECTING THE INTERESTS OF RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

SO WHILE EVERY POSITIVE STEP TAKEN BY 

THE SOVIETS IS WELCOMED -- WE REALIZE THAT 

THIS IS JUST A BEGINNING. 

LET ME ALSO SAY, IN PARTICULAR, 

THAT THE RIGHTS OF SOVIET JEWS HAVE TAKEN 

UP MUCH OF OUR OFFICIAL TIME -- AND IS VERY 

CLOSE TO MY HEART. 
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OUR HOPE IS FOR THE DOORS TO OPEN FULLY 

TO EMIGRATION AND TO FULL FREEDOM -­
FOR ALL FAITHS. 

SO THE EARLIER PREDICTIONS 

BY SOME, THAT ONCE THE GRANDMOTHERS DIED, 

NOBODY WOULD REMEMBER THAT THERE HAD BEEN 

A CHURCH IN RUSSIA, ARE WRONG. INSTEAD, 

THE CHURCH IN RUSSIA IS STILL FULL OF 

GRANDMOTHERS, WOMEN WHO WERE LITTLE CHILDREN 

IN 1917, AND THEY ARE JOINED BY THE YOUNGER 

GENERATION, LONGING TO SATISFY THE NEED, 

THE HUNGER, THAT NO MAN-MADE INSTITUTION 

IN ANY SOCIETY CAN EVER FULFILL. 

TODAY, ROUGHLY 90 MILLION PEOPLE IN 

' 
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THE SOVIET UNION -- OR NEARLY A THIRD OF THE ! 
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POPULATION -- PROCLAIM SOME FORM OF BELIEF 

IN GOD. 
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AND IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT REVOLUTIONS 

DEVOTED TO RESHAPING MAN AS IF HE WERE SO 

MUCH CLAY DENY ONE OF THE MOST BASIC 

TEACHINGS OF JUDEO-CHRISTIAN BELIEF -­

THAT AFTER GOD SHAPED ADAM FROM DUST, 

HE BREATHED INTO HIM THE DIVINE PRINCIPLE 

OF LIFE. 
I 

l 
I 

I 
I . 

THERE's A WONDERFUL PASSAGE IN DOCTOR 

ZHIVAGO. IN WHICH PASTERNAK SPEAKS OF HIS 

BITTER DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE PHILOSOPHY j 

OF MATERIALISM AND THE BLOODY REVOLUTION IT l 

I 
' 

HAS SPAWNED. " ... WHEN I HEAR PEOPLE SPEAK 

OF RESHAPING LIFE," HE SAYS, "I FALL INTO 

DESPAIR .... PEOPLE WHO CAN SAY THAT, 

HAVE NEVER UNDERSTOOD A THING ABOUT LIFE -­

THEY HAVE NEVER FELT ITS BREATH, 

ITS HEARTBEAT .... THEY LOOK ON IT AS A LUMP 
OF RAW MATERIAL THAT NEEDS TO BE PROCESSED 

BY THEM, TO BE ENNOBLED BY THEIR TOUCH . 

• j 
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BUT LIFE IS NEVER A MATERIAL, A SUBSTANCE 

TO BE MOLDED ... LIFE IS THE PRINCIPLE OF 

SELF-RENEWAL, IT IS CONSTANTLY RENEWING 

AND REMAKING AND CHANGING AND TRANSFIGURING 

ITSELF, IT IS INFINITELY BEYOND YOUR OR MY 

OBTUSE THEORIES ABOUT IT." 

THE HISTORY OF THE 20TH CENTURY HAS TOO 

OFTEN BEEN BRUTAL AND TRAGIC, BUT IT HAS 

TAUGHT US ONE LESSON THAT SHOULD FILL OUR 

HEARTS WITH HOPE AND JOY, FOR WE HAVE FOUND 

THAT THE MORE RELIGION IS OPPRESSED --

THE GREATER THE ATTEMPT TO EXTINGUISH THAT 

LIFE PRINCIPLE, THAT DIVINE SPARK --

THE MORE IT GLOWS. 

HISTORY IS ETCHED WITH STORIES OF THOSE 

WHO SUFFERED RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION, YES, 

BUT IT ALSO TELLS OF TRANSCENDENCE, 
DEVOTION, AND SANCTITY. EVEN CONVERSION. 

,. 
; : i 

I 
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WE THINK OF THE STRENGTHENED CONVICTION 

ALEXANDER SOLZHENITZYN GAINED IN PRISON; 

AND THE CASE OF THE SOVIET PSYCHIATRIST 

ANATOLI ~OR-YAH-GHIN} -- RECENTLY RELEASED 

AFTER SERVING 6 YEARS IN PRISON. HE SOUGHT 

BAPTISM AS SOON AS HE EMIGRATED. 

AND WE THINK OF HEROISM AND COURAGE 

THAT CAN ONLY REMIND US OF THE EARLY 

CHRISTIAN MARTYRS. ONE SUCH IS ANNA 

(cHAIRT-KOE-VAH), RECENTLY RELEASED AFTER 

BEING HELD IN A SOVIET PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 

SINCE 1973, FOR NO OTHER CRIME THAN HER 

FAITH. 

OR ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS, A 62-YEAR-OLD 

LITHUANIAN PRIEST, WHO HAS SPENT 18 YEARS 

IN PRISON AND IS NOT SCHEDULED TO BE 

RELEASED UNTIL 1990. HE IS GRAVELY ILL 

AND HAS PETITIONED FOR PERMISSION TO GO 

ABROAD TO RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE. 

I· 
I . 
j• 

I • 

I . 
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OR BISHOP QuLIE-YHON-AHs) 

~TEP-ON-NAH-VEE-CHus), IN INTERNAL EXILE 

SINCE 1961 FOR REFUSING TO COLLABORATE WITH 

THE AUTHORITIES. 

HOW MANY MEN AND WOMEN HAVE HAD THEIR 

FAITH TESTED? NOW, WE SEE SOME PEOPLE WHO 

HAVE SERVED PRISON SENTENCES FOR THE 

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF RELIGION BEING 

RELEASED. AND NO ONE HAS BEEN IMPRISONED ON 

THAT GROUND FOR THE LAST 2 YEARS. OUR HOPES 

AND PRAYERS ARE FOR THIS EXPRESSION OF 

CHANGE BY THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES TO 

CONTINUE. 
' . i 

THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLES OF THE SOVIET 1 

UNION IS PURE AND UNBREAKABLE. AS MOSES LED ' 

HIS PEOPLE FROM BONDAGE IN EGYPT; 

AS THE EARLY CHRISTIANS NOT ONLY WITHSTOOD 

PAGAN ROME, BUT CONVERTED AN EMPIRE; --

~: -_ . . 
. / ' . .. . . ~r . 
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WE PRAY THAT THE MILLENNIUM OF CHRISTIANITY 

IN KIEV RUS WILL MEAN FREEDOM FOR THE 

FAITHFUL IN RUSSIA, IN UKRAINE, THE BALTIC 

STATES, AND ALL THE REGIONS OF THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

AND IF WE PRAY, WE MIGHT WANT TO USE 

THE WORDS OF THE 22ND PSALM: 

"IN THEE OUR FATHERS TRUSTED; 

THEY TRUSTED, AND THOU 

DIDST DELIVER THEM. 

TO THEE THEY CRIED OUT, AND 

WERE DELIVERED; 

IN THEE THEY TRUSTED, AND 

WERE NOT DISAPPOINTED" 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH AND GOD BLESS 
YOU. 

' . , . ' . { ~. 

' f 
; 

# # # 
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Thank you. Thank you alf ve1ty much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage, 

honored to have with us. 
~f•l-\-~f ~ e.-d-e"'~ 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at 

the end of this month. 

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the 

millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the 

right of all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union 

to worship their God, in their own way. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been 

allowed to emigrate. Some churches are allowed 
r ~"' .J--~., ~ 

file for recognition, and~Eer ~~firs~ gime in 
4r,t, ~i)y{l,~ "'-o. ·ilt!,. Sa,; d- ~(!.'-/ WI,, a_,//l)IAJ 

Sevie~s are pEiAting Russian languAge Bibles. 

to organize and 

yeaE&y the-
a.. pr ,'~f-;~ j 
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These are encouraging signs, and we welco• e them. What we 

hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in 

~ the spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 
f'~~~ f"Nl ~(,J./1? t<; )u,M1YlY)~ , ~ IU>Qc}._ ~ ~-, -, 

While sbme new churchls are ~eirig built; and others, mostly 

Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to reopen; many other 

congregations are denied recognition legality. 
~~~ ~~'t-.. ~:i....r":-"7 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church -- th still 

closed, outlawed, and persecuted. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -- Sunda 

schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and the 

production of religious study material are all still illegal 

activities. And about those Bibles: The authorities have 

promised to print 100,000 copies -- for a country of 280 million 

people. Yet, now there are, at least, signs by Soviet 

authorities of "a new law" on the freedom of conscience, 

reflecting the interests of religious organizations. 

So while every positive step taken by the Soviets is 

welcomed we realize that this is just a beginning. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet 

Jews have taken up much of our official time -- and is very 

to my heart. Our hope is for the doors to open fully to 

emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths. 

General Secretary Gorbachev s~id recently, and I quote, 

"Mistakes made with regard to the church and believers in the 

1930's and the years that followed are being rectified .C? the 

earlier predictions by some, that once the grandmothers died, 

nobody would remember that there had been a church in Russia, are 
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wrong. Instead, the church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the 

-.J.._ need, the hunge~that no man-made institution in any society can 

ever fulfill. 

Today, roughly 90 million people in the soviet Union -- or 

nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief 

)(:: God. W is not surprising that revolutions devoted to 

reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most 

basic teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God 

shaped Adam from dust, He breathed into him the divine principle 

of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

says, "I fall into despair •••• People who can say that, have 

never understood a thing about life -- they have never felt its 

breath, its heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ••• life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 

renewing and remaking and -changing and transfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

' The history of the 20th century has too often been brutal 

and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our 

hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more 



- 4 -

religion is oppressed -- the greater the atteapt to extinguish 

that life principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows. 

History is etched with stories of those who suffered 'Y\"-;) : 
~') ; 

religious persecution, yes, but it is also tells of ~r· I 
(/ f 

transcendence, devotion, and s~nc~ity. Even conversion. We O ! 
-fh<.. ~rt!-~j-fhc...nc..J (!,..()""'v•<-j::.9._f"\ ~ ~ : 

think of/\Alexander Solzhenitzyn~ fr• p•ii.• ;11 111ne1 cf ll!JI 1 

l..- ~qi ... ~a ; I") p r,:so,-,. - ~- ~ 
the case of the Soviet psychiatrist · - r~cen~ ~ · 

released after serving 6 years in prison. ap is~ as , 
I 

soon as he emigrated. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 
~ -.,+- - '£" - V 4'1 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such i 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. 

Or s, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad 

Or 

1961 for refusing to 

c.di~ - yht:J" - a.. h s 
in internal exile since 

- 'V e,,e-,-c_., h.. uS 
:-.W;:t;.=.e authorities. 

How many men and women have had their faith tested? Now, . we 

see some people who have served prison sentences for the 

unauthorized practice of religion being released. one has 

been imprisoned on that ground for the last 2 Our hopes 

and prayers are for this expression of change by the Soviet 

authorities to continue. 

The faith of the peoples of the Soviet Union is pure and 

unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as 
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the early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted 

an empire; we pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom for the faithful in Russia, in 

Ukraine, the Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet 

Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage, than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at 

the end of this month. 

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the 

millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the 

right of all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union 

to ~worship their God, in their own way. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been 

allowed to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and 

file for recognition, and for the first time in years, the 

Soviets are printing Russian language Bibles. 
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These are encouraging signs, and we welcome them. What we 

hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in 

the spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

While some new churches are being built; and others, mostly 

Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to reopen: many other 

congregations are denied recognition, and therefore legality. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church -- the Uniate Church -- is still 

closed, outlawed, and persecuted. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -- Sunday 

schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and the 

production of religious study material are all still illegal 

activities. And about those Bibles: The authorities have 

promised to print 100,000 copies -- for a country of 280 million 

people. Yet, now there are, at least, signs by Soviet 

authorities of "a new law" on the freedom of conscience, 

reflecting the interests of religious organizations. 

So while every positive step taken by the Soviets is 

welcomed we realize that this is just a beginning. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet 

Jews have taken up much of our official time -- and is very close 

to my heart. Our hope is for the doors to open fully to 

emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths. 

As General Secretary Gorbachev said recently, and I quote, 

"Mistakes made with regard to the church and believers in the 

1930's and the years that followed are being rectified." So the 

earlier predictions by some, that once the grandmothers died, 

nobody would remember that there had been a church in Russia, are 
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wrong. Instead, the church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the 

need, the hunger that no man-made institution in any society can 

ever fulfill. 

Today, roughly 90 million people in the Soviet Union -- or 

nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief 

in God. It is not surprising that revolutions devoted to 

reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most 

basic teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God 

shaped Adam from dust, He breathed into him the divine principle 

of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

says, "I fall into despair •••• People who can say that, have 

never understood a thing about life -- they have never felt its 

breath, its heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ••• life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 

renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

The history of the 20th century has too often been brutal 

and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our 

hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more 
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religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to extinguish 

that life principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows. 

History is etched with stories of those who suffered 

religious persecution, yes, but it is also tells of 

transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even conversion. We 

think of Alexander Solzhenitzyn's famous prison conversion; and 

the case of the soviet psychiatrist Anatoli Koryagin -- recently 

released after serving 6 years in prison. He sought baptism as 

soon as he emigrated. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. 

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to receive medical care. 

Or Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius, in internal exile since 

1961 for refusing to collaborate with the authorities. 

How many men and women have had their faith tested? Now, we 

see some people who have served prison sentences for the 

unauthorized practice of religion being released. And no one has 

been imprisoned on that ground for the last 2 years. Our hopes 

and prayers are for this expression of change by the soviet 

authorities to continue. 

The faith of the peoples of the Soviet Union is pure and 

unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as 
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the early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted 

an empire; we pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom for the faithful in Russia, in 

Ukraine, the Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet 

Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 



(Speechwriters/Griscom/NSC/ARD) 
April 30, 1988 
2:30 p.m. R_,'Q_ 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROPBY SEMINAR ON RELIGIOUS RIGHTS 
IN THE u.s.S.R. 
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage, than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at 

the end of this month. 

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the 

millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the 

right of all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union 

to worship their God, in their own way. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been 

allowed to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and 

file for recognition, and for the first time in years, the 

Soviets are printing Russian language Bibles. 
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These are encouraging signs, and we welcome them. What we 

hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in 

the spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 

While some new churches are being built; and others, mostly 

Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to reopen; many other 

congregations are denied recognition, and therefore legality. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church -- the Uniate Church -- is still 

closed, outlawed, and persecuted. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -- Sunday 

schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and the 

production of religious study material are all still illegal 

activities. And about those Bibles: The authorities have 

promised to print 100,000 copies -- for a country of 280 million 

people. Yet, now there are, at least, signs by Soviet 

authorities of "a new law" on the freedom of conscience, 

reflecting the interests of religious organizations. 

So while every positive . step taken by the Soviets is 

welcomed we realize that this is just a beginning. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet 

Jews have taken up much of our official time -- and is very close 

to my heart. Our hope is for the doors to open fully to 

emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths. 

As General Secretary Gorbachev said recently, and I quote, 

"Mistakes made with regard to the church and believers in the 

1930's and the years that followed are being rectified." So the 

earlier predictions by some, that once the grandmothers died, 

nobody would remember that there had been a church in Russia, are 
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wrong. Instead, the church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the 

need, the hunger that no man-made institution in any society can 

ever fulfill. 

Today, roughly 90 million people in the Soviet Union -- or 

nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief 

in God. It is not surprising that revolutions devoted to 

reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most 

basic teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God 

shaped Adam from dust, He breathed into him the divine principle 

of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

says, "I fall into despair •••• People who can say that, have 

never understood a thing about life -- they have never felt its 

breath, its heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ••• life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 

renewing and remaking and changing and tr~nsfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

The history of the 20th century ·has too often been brutal 

and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our 

hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more 
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religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to extinguish 

that life principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows. 

History is etched with stories of those who suffered 

religious persecution, yes, but it is also tells of 

transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even conversion. We 

think of Alexander Solzhenitzyn's famous prison conversion: and 

the case of the Soviet psychiatrist Anatoli Koryagin -- recently 

released after serving 6 years in prison. He sought baptism as 

soon as he emigrated. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. 

Or Alfonsas svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to receive medical care. 

Or Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius, in internal exile since 

1961 for refusing to collaborate with the authorities. 

How many men and women have had their faith tested? Now, we 

see some people who have served prison sentences for the 

unauthorized practice of religion being released. And no one has 

been imprisoned on that ground for the last 2 years. Our hopes 

and prayers are for this expression of change by the Soviet 

authorities to continue. 

The faith of the peoples of the Soviet Union is pure and 

unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt: as 
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the early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted 

an empire; we pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom for the faithful in Russia, in 

Ukraine, the Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet 

Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OROPBY SEMINAR ON REL,IG_IOUS RIGHTS 
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TUESDAY, MAY 3, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverand Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, Mid I will cp&&h ia• •R L} lip~ when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month~s •••flu••• 
Canaral "••••••lf'J _&rrtashazr 

xs I nae@ .l!n bl past I uill mals it 1 t J I *h t 1111 1 z 
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nt0Afil§ 0112 of l!l:c g• e• 9eela olssl!&C!ES ts ii p• arad T@Jatip11s 

bat·:s•• 1 a kas natieas And I will say••••• that the most 
t< c.11 

fitting way to mark the millennium of Christianity in If' 'an Rus 

would be 11•• raJnase J all re±±g:oa,pstso1102s Gilt! pt.l!Sbh@IS Of 

,uu21sut21 cs as and granting the right of all the peoples and all 
i111 -tk<i~ OM\ W'6~ (;) 

the creeds of the Soviet Union to worship their God, ace ftOili 

fear haraeems«k, an<! tnt@tfc1errtsn 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 
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Sov,.eC 
West, can have an impact.aR ~•• Baeieb •5•••9c Some e-f th • •••• 

1:1ilzilz J1• e·m rel i ,•••• •••••11e1s and dissidents have been allowed 

to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and file for 

recognition, and for the first time in years, the Soviets are 

printing Russian language Bibles. -I w« ~~ ~e) 
These are encouraging signs~ IHi5 bhc} azc a• yes ana.!J' at,11• , 

What we,~~•t;kin~or ultimately is a willingness to aooepe "'1IA. 
C.011.,.i1t11ed ( •. J" ...,_e rpi,-;f: -1/ 

- change, •••V§l&shbst, when it comes to matters of religion. 

labor camps, terrible 

e 1.g1.ous prison 

While some churches, mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 

allowed to open, many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality, even though they meet all the state 
td :.,.._,.;~ (, . . +e (drpi,tc a,.J.-;/--..t:.loJi4J~ 

reT-1irements. The a•• zn Catholic Church4 is still'rou't'fawed and 

persecuted -- at the same time that \ ~~Orthodox churches have 

been allowed to reopen. oo~u~e~•....,. ....... ~~~o~m~a~n~C~a~t~h~oo,J.l~i••-ec~h~a~z~c~h~c~s~,~ l~o~t~tg~ 

aa.eaoci. ba:ra been d@illbilsned iii Che liU&l'aiaa. 

Religious instruction of children, organizing study groups, 

running Sunday schools, producing or distributing religious ' · 

literature -- even providing charitable help for those in '1-.j -~ 
prison -- are all still illegal activities. Nl!holis asll§lMls \\~~ 

e1:a••· ••• hsnn11l, uai.1 A•thsd112 SSZ:&£1 i:tios 7 & fes?r idt@U :t.\\' 



- 3 -

those Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 

copies -- for a country of 250 million people. And DAW • e heat 

5aac sh:cze 1:s a 1 papal! • aailit a19a r anli e u ca those 100,000 may 220\: 

-ise pt in te•• 

so while ue lleil:ee• e every positive step taken by the soviets 
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Let me also say, in particular, that the tJ if I of Soviet 
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of our official time -- and is 
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emigration and to full 

once the grandmothers died, nobody ~ 
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had been a church in Russi4. Aei? . 

he Js@li@zse would become no hj5tcrjeail: zcli'E)'°nfinelfl 

ex,p us hrol!'f (Is •zsnums of atboj szp 
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That jso't the wav tbin~s 

bare tr11• 11ul a11:141, ,:the church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are ••i• g joined ~iRR-iii~n~c~r~o~a~s~j•n~19,-n~11Mmub~nN•~••by the younger generation, 

Jt 13 7 1£1163 £] ll!C &UICt&bt I I 1., onging to satisfy •••• t-Ji, 

need, .J:thunger that no man-made institut\J~vcJn eve?"1u1fill. 
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f,hilUSOPIIY that in pza• siae 

gouas -- that is the te11c 

i§ the phil959pbv sf mate118if§ffi --•a 
ea•'* eran delirar the material 
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D••• uua..r cue ,,.:!:.:J:a sf pctsecattbri, 

100 million people in the Soviet Union -- or more 

the population -- proclaim some form of belief 

roughly 

of 

rel j gi. IR •• ... •11••~.: devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay...., deny one of the most basic teachings of 

religion -- that after God shaped Adam from dust, He breathed 

into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "When I hear people speak of reshaping life," he says, 

"I fall into despair •••• People who say that they have never 
\, 

understood a thing about life -- have never felt its breath its 

heartbeat •••• They look on it as a lump of raw material that 

needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by their touch. 

But life is never a material, a substance to be molded ••• life is 

the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly renewing and 

remaking itself and changing and transfiguring itself, it is 

infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

'-t1 i•iirite)p hAlfADP '\he history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 
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that should fill our hearts with hope and joy, for we have found 

that the more religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to 

extinguish that life principle, that divine spark 

C. 

, yes, but it 
,nils~ 

is also~of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We 

conversion; and 

think of Alexander Solzehnitzen's famous prison 
+i,... ~ •f ~ SMJ' ::i~~ 

Nao case sf :lilac Smsi et r ahiatni •• Anatoli 

' Koryagin -- recently released a~ter serving 6 years "'.fsm: •ll'f'•ain!J 

- rths •Laur f pswcbj atr:y in \1t~• Uni erl: He sought baptism 

as soon as he \nn1~•Jri6 .. ~ West✓ 
And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. 'ktsfjped 

'!'Ii a gcncz ai uand ui th mental l!J •ta•••lleel patis11.ea; alas wae 

iT.J@ctcel wt•k wka pqmbotmopis •••~ 8uil!phaot11. uai.11a sa1111• 21i 

;p1mssntnslil:aillls •••mozs in hat Jaw '9hst J ater spreaq to bnr uhei• 

• tue1:,, Jg l • Fl times she was caJJed bcfsns •he Wthuritje5 WQO 

totd h@I. "Deny God and you Pi J J 90 b •• a eom• l!l!'IU; a &'liS JPTJ.i 

.. .. • ,. iii l 1 ; tl- T z cruse&, sa5 -••! uaai u .. _ ..s •• s He J:s z:1 elcfsitd a:,;..:: 

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to recieve medical carEt,• so far, k•• P••••••n aae 

been denied 
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O• i.i••••a Taekeu i:ciaa, i.-,11ia• 11• i •••• -•n; oth@i lldttgl!\ 

Sl!'JBDi zing a Cbri at&mas pa••~.- II•• ehil•e, Or Bishop Julijonas 

steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. 9i •~• iap•i•• 

N-;ikcJai ieiJ1• ; f•••• aml!e• 9eel in 1,as. AL 65 ii@ Sdll@i S iibiF 

8 childou, 

e, IP ajjzj a BPE!t ' .... (IIJ l!!I _.. 7227 7 i th) 

..a:ooo rot ti 121 

gma nr rJ 

.... -- _--. - shurab 's asap a t · • utt 1 : • 

1 asst use·, 199¥ 

&s Bi chap ff•fkt- ~, - n-•---,li;•:11· _.Iilil:ba.oo..as __ ._.1111t ... flill-•f i•I@~ --·-----·-- -
•tmdergro·und €8 Ptl±E&sr fbi! §poia'I ga:·7rnn•11L to ¥Pb tac lh.3 

W ffi\u!h:isn Catbo] i a 11&1611. He xa• lltaftcd i:atp tbs smu eat 

How ma~Sl 5 t r zzrrr szirt r bans tss111: 

Soviet Union is ks • nninJ pure and unbreakable. 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we-• pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

,:\~( Rus will mean freedom -- ctl!!p:l:ete anti ancompzom:tsad 

As 

..,jM!l'li!e!!"bl.,.._~for the faithful in Russia, in the Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the region,of the Soviet Union. 
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And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage, than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart, and I will speak it on my lips, when I 

travel to the Soviet Union at the end of this month to meet with 

General Secretary Gorbachev. 

As I have in the past, I will make it clear to him that a 

new policy of tolerance and freedom for religious practice inside 

the Soviet Union would be one of the most important signs of real 

change, and would remove one of the greatest obstacles to 

improved relations between our two nations. And I will say to 

him that the most fitting way to mark the millenni~m of 

Christianity in Kiev Rus would be to release all religious 
- - . -

prisoners and prisoners of conscience -- and to grant all the 

peoples and creeds of the Soviet Union the right to worship their 

God, free from fear, harassment, and interference. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 
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today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some of the more well-known religious 

prisoners and dissidents have been allowed to emigrate. Some 

churches are allowed to organize and file for recognition and, 

recently, the Soviets have said they will allow a printing of 

Russian language Bibles. 

These are encouraging signs, and we welcome them. But they 

are, as yet, only signs. Some religious dissidents have been 

released, but many more still languish in Soviet jails and labor 

camps, enduring terrible privations, even torture, because they 

refuse to renounce their belief. Over 100 of these brave souls 

are known to us by name, but obervers such as Natan Sharansky 

estimate that the total number of religious prisoners is much 

higher. 

While some new churches are being built; and others, mostly 

Russian Orthodox, have been allowed to re-open; many other 

congregations are still denied recognition, and therefore 

legality. The Ukrainian Catholic Church -- the Uniate Church 

is still outlawed and persecuted. Churches and other religious 

shrines -- especially in Ukraine -- continue to be demolished. 

Today, because of harrassment by the K.G.B., Ukrainian Catholics 

must hold Mass secretly in the woods. 

Religious instruction of children outside the home -- Sunday 

schools, Hebrew schools, or even confirmation classes -- and the 

production of religious study material are all still illegal 

activities. Many Catholic religious orders are banned, while 

Russian Orthodox communities are so restricted that there are 
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only aprroxiamtely 20 monasteries and convents -- this compares 

to 1200 before the Revolution. And about those Bibles: The 

authorities have promised to print 100,000 copies -- for a 

country of 280 million people. Some say one will cost 

200 rubles -- a month's salary for the average Soviet. And, 

we've heard lately that there is a "paper shortage," meaning and 

even those 100,000 may not be printed. 

So while we welcome every positive step taken by the Soviet 

authorities -- we must at the same time make it clear that this 

is just a beginning. Bibles should not be collector's items and 

a fresh coat of paint does not constitute religious liberty. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the plight of Soviet 

Jews is one that has taken up much of our official time -- and is 

very close to my heart. The world watches, waits, and hopes. It 

is time to open the doors fully to emigration for those who want 

to leave, and to full freedom of worship for all who stay. There 

must be no restrictions on anybody to teach, practice, or 

propagate their religion. 

Lenin predicted that once the grandmothers died, nobody 

would remember that there had been a church in Russia. Religion, 

he believed, would become an historical relic, confined 

exclusively to museums of atheism. That isn't the way things 

have turned out. The church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are being joined in increasing numbers by the younger -generation, 

disillusioned by the atheistic state, longing to satisfy that 

need, that hunger, that no man-made institution can ever fulfill. 
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It seems today that it is the philosophy of materialism -- a 

philosophy that in practice can't even deliver the material 

goods -- that is the relic that will wither away and be 

forgotten, or perhaps some day be confined to a museum. 

Even under the present state of persecution, roughly 

90 million people in the Soviet Union -- or nearly a third of the 

population -- proclaim some form of belief in God. That 

overwhelms the 19 million Soviet citizens who are members of the 

Communist party. And one wonders: For how many of them is 

Marxism really conviction rather than convenience, a means simply 

for advancement? 

It is not surprising that totalitarian societies treat 

religion as an enemy. Revolutions devoted to reshaping man as if 

he were so much clay must deny one of the most basic teachings of 

Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God shaped Adam from dust, 

He breathed into him the divine principle of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

says, "I fall into despair •••• People who can say that, have 

never understood a thing about life -- they have never felt its 

breath, its heartbeat •... They look ·on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ••• life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 
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renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 

Infinitely beyond -- the history of the 20th century has too 

often been brutal and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson 

that should fill our hearts with hope and joy -- for we have 

found that the more religion is oppressed, the greater the 

attempt to extinguish that life principle, that divine spark, the 

more fiercely it glows. 

The testimony of the gulags is one of suffering, yes, but it 

is also one of transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even 

conversion. We think of Alexander Solzhenitzyn's famous prison 

conversion; and the case of the Soviet psychiatrist, Anatoli 

Koryagin -- recently released after serving 6 years for exposing 

the abuse of psychiatry in the Soviet Union, he sought baptism as 

soon as he arrived in the West. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs -- such as that of Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. Confined 

in a general ward with mentally disturbed patients, she was 

injected with a psychotropic drug that caused uncontrollable 

tremors in her jaw that later spread to her whole body. Several 

times she was called before the authorities who told-her: "Deny 

God and you will go home tomorrow," but Anna refused, saying "I 

walk with Jesus. He is ·my defender." 

Or Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, ordained in a Soviet labor 

camp where he spent 10 years for protesting the Soviet annexation 
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of Lithuania. Rearrested in 1958, then in 1978, he has spent 

18 years in prison and, though he is very ill, is not scheduled 

to be released until 1990. Still, Father Svarinskas told a 

friend, "the K.G.B. is itching to get rid of me, but what can 

they do? Shut me up in prison? Priests are needed there, also. 

Hang me? I would be closer to heaven. Most of all, we need 

martyrs. Ideals that people die for do not die." 

Or Sigitas Tamkevicius, imprisoned for, among other things, 

organizing a Christmas party for children. Or Bishop Julijonas 

Steponavicius, in internal exile since 1961 for refusing to 

collaborate with the authorities. Or Vladimir Rusak, a Russian 

Orthodox deacon, arrested in 1986 for writing about the history 

of his church's cooperation with the Soviet government -- he 

isn't due to be released until 1993. Or the Baptist minister, 

Nikolai Boike, first arrested in 1968. At 65 he suffers from 

heart disease and wonders if he will ever return to his wife and 

8 children. 

How many Christian martyrs, how many saints, have been 

swallowed by the system, unknown but to God, how many men and 

women have had their faith tested, seemingly beyond human 

endurance. 

But in the crucible of pain, the faith of the peoples of the 

Soviet Union is becoming pure and hard -- and unbreakable. As 

Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as the early 

Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted an 

empire; we must pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom -- complete and uncompromised 
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freedom -- for the faithful in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic 

States, and all the regions of the Soviet Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much and welcome to the East 

Room of the White House. 

This room has seen many important people: Presidents, 

diplomats, world statesmen, but none more important, none of 

greater faith and moral courage, than these four men we are 

honored to have with us. Father Chibaev, Reverend Matveiuk, 

Mykola Rudenko, and Josef Begun: I promise that the witness of 

faith you have brought here today will not be confined within 

these four walls, or forgotten when this meeting is ended -- I 

will carry it in my heart when I travel to the Soviet Union at 

the end of this month. 

And I will say that the most fitting way to mark the 

millennium of Christianity in Kiev Rus would be granting the 

right of all the peoples and all the creeds of the Soviet Union 

to worship their God, in their own way. 

You have, of course, been hearing this afternoon about the 

first signs of progress: The presence of these four men here 

today is testimony to the fact that our witness, here in the 

West, can have an impact. Some Soviet dissidents have been 

allowed to emigrate. Some churches are allowed to organize and 

file for recognition, and for the first time in years, the 

Soviets are printing Russian language Bibles. 
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These are encouraging signs, and we welcome them. What we 

hope for ultimately is a willingness to see continued change, in 

the spirit of glasnost, when it comes to matters of religion. 
~ o.rt- ._, loe.i"t ~«;, /-4 j t;,r\d o+i-er-~ .1 

While some/\churches/ mostly Russian Orthodox, have been 
e..,. 

allowed to( openj many other congregations are denied recognition, 

and therefore legality~ evan taough t:hey meet all the stat:e-. 

fequiremeHts. The Ukrainian Catholic Church -- the Uniate 

Church -- is still closed, outlawed, and persecuted. at t:fie 

sama tima that 

Religious 

..r11 AAiA~ Sunday 

same Russian ortaodoK churches hav e been allowed 
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instruction of children,.4 G-Fganizing study gt'Uapsr 
t,l~lo,.~ 1..U Sc..""ocls, or eve" CD~~N-1,e,r, '"" CA4ss~- -

schools, d'redtteing or dis:erit,atiI~ i:e1
1
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litera:tttre 
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w even providing charitable help foi: these iR lt\Q ~.a J 

~are all still illegal activities. And about those 

Bibles: The authorities have promised to print 100,000 copies 

for a country of 280 million people. Yet, now there are, at 

least, signs by Soviet authorities of "a new law" on the freedom 

of conscience, reflecting the interests of religious 

organizations. 

So while every positive step taken by the Soviets is 

welcomed we realize that this is just a beginning. 

Let me also say, in particular, that the rights of Soviet 

Jews have taken up much of our official time -- and is very close 

to my heart. Our hope is for the doors to open fully to 

emigration and to full freedom -- for all faiths. 

As General Secretary Gorbachev said recently, and I quote, 

"Mistakes made with regard to the church and believers in the 
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1930's and the years that followed are being rectified." So the 

earlier predictions by some, that once the grandmothers died, 

nobody would remember that there had been a church in Russia, are 

wrong. Instead, the church in Russia is still full of 

grandmothers, women who were little children in 1917, and they 

are joined by the younger generation, longing to satisfy the 

need, the hunger that no man-made institution in any society can 

ever fulfill. 

Today, roughly 90 million people in the Soviet Union -- or 

nearly a third of the population -- proclaim some form of belief 

in God. It is not surprising that revolutions devoted to 

reshaping man as if he were so much clay deny one of the most 

basic teachings of Judeo-Christian belief -- that after God 

shaped Adam from dust, He breathed into him the divine principle 

of life. 

There's a wonderful passage in Doctor Zhivago, in which 

Pasternak speaks of his bitter disillusionment with the 

philosophy of materialism and the bloody revolution it has 

spawned. "··· when I hear people speak of reshaping life," he 

says, "I fall into despair .... People who can say that, have 

never understood a thing about life -- they have never felt its 

breath, its heartbeat ..•. They look on it as a lump of raw 

material that needs to be processed by them, to be ennobled by 

their touch. But life is never a material, a substance to be 

molded ... life is the principle of self-renewal, it is constantly 

renewing and remaking and changing and transfiguring itself, it 

is infinitely beyond your or my obtuse theories about it." 
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The history of the 20th century has too often been brutal 

and tragic, but it has taught us one lesson that should fill our 

hearts with hope and joy, for we have found that the more 

religion is oppressed -- the greater the attempt to extinguish 

that life principle, that divine spark -- the more it glows. 

History is etched with stories of those who suffered 

religious persecution, yes, but it is also tells of 

transcendence, devotion, and sanctity. Even conversion. We 

think of Alexander Solzhenitzyn's famous prison conversion; and 

the case of the Soviet psychiatrist Anatoli Koryagin -- recently 

released after serving 6 years in prison. He sought baptism as 

soon as he emigrated. 

And we think of heroism and courage that can only remind us 

of the early Christian martyrs. One such is Anna Chertkova, 

recently released after being held in a Soviet psychiatric 

hospital since 1973, for no other crime than her faith. 

Or Alfonsas Svarinskas, a 62-year-old Lithuanian priest, who 

has spent 18 years in prison and is not scheduled to be released 

until 1990. He is gravely ill and has petitioned for permission 

to go abroad to receive medical care. 

Or Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius, in internal exile since 

1961 for refusing to collaborate with the authorities. 

f.- How many men and women _i.--J. ike Anna Chettkowa.,. have had their 

faith tested? Now, we see some people who have served prison 

sentences for the unauthorized practice of religion being 

released. And no one has been imprisoned on that ground for the 
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last 2 years. Our hopes and prayers are for this expression of 

change by the Soviet authorities to continue. 

The faith of the peoples of the soviet Union is pure and 

unbreakable. As Moses led his people from bondage in Egypt; as 

the early Christians not only withstood pagan Rome, but converted 

an empire; we pray that the millennium of Christianity in 

Kiev Rus will mean freedom for the faithful in Russia, in 

Ukraine, the Baltic States, and all the regions of the Soviet 

Union. 

And if we pray, we might want to use the words of the 

22nd Psalm: 

In Thee our fathers trusted; 

They trusted, and Thou 

didst deliver them. 

To Thee they cried out, and 

were delivered; 

In Thee they trusted, and 

were not disappointed 

Thank you all very much and God bless you. 




