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(Rohrabacher) September 23, 1981

MRS. REAGAN -- HOBAN STAMP CEREMONY
SEPTEMBER 29, 1981

It is such a pleasure to be able to participate in
honoring a fine man who contributed so much to the United
States. This is a personal pleasure as well because we are,
after all, paying homage to the man who designed the house
in which my husband and I live.

Having a husband who takes his Irish heritage seriously
makes this an even more meaningful occasion. The Irish
brought so many wonderful things to America, not the least
of which were themselves.

James Hoban didn't come to the United States until he was
23 years old. He learned his craft in Ireland, and we can
all be grateful that he then decided to put his talent to
use here.

Most people look at the White House as a place where
the President entertains and does his work, but it is more
than that. Perhaps it took someone from Ireland -- where
home and family are so important -- to design a building
that would serve such official purposes and still have the
qualities of a home.

Those of us who live here realize that we have a
tremendous responsibility to maintain the dignity of this

place. We never forget that this house, and everything in
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it, belongs to all Americans -- all the Americans who have
ever lived and all those who will live in the future.

James Hoban knew this when he designed the building.
He must have loved this country very much because he gave it
such a magnificent gift.

I thank you for allowing me to take part in this
ceremony. We can all be thankful for our fine Capitol and
grateful to men like James Hoban for what he did to make it

so beautiful.
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