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(Parvin/AB)
December 15, 1981

REPLIES TO NEWSWEEK ARTICLE

I am a traditional wife. I grew up believing I was to
look after my husband, raise my children and provide a
comfortable home for my family. Now, like millions of other
housewives, I feel that somehow the rules have changed and
nobody told us. All of a sudden something else is expected
of us. I have the highest regard for the responsibilities of

a housewife.

Yes, many of my friends are wealthy. But should I give
up friends of 20 or 30 years, friends whose children I've
watched grow up, friends who have gone through heartaches
and happiness just like everyone else? What kind of person
would I be if I gave up old friends because it was politically

expedient?

I've always thought the measure of a friend is not how

much money he has, but how true he is.

I'll admit that sometimes the stories hurt. Can you
imagine picking up a major magazine and there in print it
says that you believe two of your children are screw-ups?
How would any mother react to that? I think under those

circumstances anyone would become protective and private.



Page 2

Often the criticisms are really so minor. I mean, I
wonder what they would say if I got drunk and fell in the

Tidal Basin.

Living in the White House you become cautious. I've
learned a few lessons from my son Ron's ballet. When I do

things now, I do them on tip toe.

I was really happy I made the cover of Newsweek -- if

only I hadn't made the contents.
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i I am a traditional wife. I.grew up believing I was to look

after my husband, raise my children and provide a comfortable
home for my family.
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Now,

like millions of other housewives,
I feel that somehow the rules have changed and nobody told us.

All of a sudden something else is expected of us.

Yes, many of my friends are wealthy.
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But should I give up
20 or 30 years, friends whose children
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