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MRS.

(Parvin/AB)
September 17, 1982
5:10 p.m.

REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982
Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted
to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the
Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job

because of who I know.

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and
humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here.
Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler,
believing she, too, was making a contribution to the arts,
was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which
absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedlyAeven
described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual."”
But, Julia, wherever you are don't let it bother you. 1I've

had press like that myself.

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let
me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship.
I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say
how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially
touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the
emotions of an entire audience meld together, and we are one
with the performance. What but art can cause tears among

strangers?
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And take the humanities, which is often overlooked in the
phrase arts and humanities. Scholarship is a jewel that
shines over the centuries. Yet, I don't believe it's
received a fair share of private support or public

appreciation. I hope we can increase both.

This Committee will be a tonic for private support of this
country's arts and humanities. Let me say again, I'm proud
to be a member. And let me thank the Task Force, which
recommended the Committee's formation in the first place.
I'd also like to thank the Business Committée for the Arts
for its work over the years. And now I'll introduce ﬁy new
boss, the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew

Heiskell.
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REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982
Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted
to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the
Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job

because of who I know.

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and
humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here.
Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler,
believing she was making a new contribution to Washington
arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which
absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even
described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual."
Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had

press like that myself.

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let
me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship.
I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say
how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially
touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the
experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of
emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can

cause tears among strangers?
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-— Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts
and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the
humanities in terms of both private giving and public
appreciation. Scholarship is a jewel that shines over the
centuries. We've all felt the satisfaction that comes from
reading works with breathtaking insights. One can virtually
feel truth clicking into place. That is the purpose of
scholarship, and that is why I believe the humanities

deserve more attention from the private sector.

- I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private
support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say
again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me
thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's
formation in the first place. 1I'd also like to thank the
Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been
doing for years. And now I'll introduce my new boss, the

chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell.
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ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982

The following groups have been invited to the luncheon:

THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Chairman: Andrew Heiskell

THE PRESIDENT'S TA§K FORCE ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Chairpersons: Charlton Heston

President Hanna Gray, University of
Chicago

Ambassador Daniel Terra

THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS: BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Chairman: Rawleigh Warner: MOBIL OIL

The Honorable Frank Hodsoll: Chairman, National
Endowment for the Arts .

The Honorable William Bennett: Chairman, National
Endowment for the Humanities

TALKING POINTS:

l. Mrs. Reagan is delighted to serve as the Honorary
Chairman of the recently created President's
Committee on the Arts and Humanities.
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The Committee was created upon the suggestion of
the hard working President's Task Force on the
Arts and Humanities which recommend that a special
group be formed to help stimulate support in the

private §gQLQn~ﬂm;4nu;QIQQL_QQALEEE%:?ndfaCEaemic
institutions, and advise and report to the™

President.

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome the new
President's Committee to the White House. I look
forward to supporting the important work you are
about to undertake for the President and I am
deeply committed to this vital task of private
support for the Arts and Humanities in our country.

I also want to thank the President's Task Force
which worked so diligently all over the country
last summer to produce a report for the President.

Furthermore, I would like to salute the work of a
group which has already been hard at work for many
years stimulating private sector support for the
Arts —-- The Business Committee for the Arts.

SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF SPEAKERS:

MRS. REAGAN !
(remarks and introduces)

ANDREW HEISKELL
Chairman, President's Committee on the Arts
and Humanities
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REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982
Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted
to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the
Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job

because of who I know.

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and
humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here.
Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tvler,
believing she, too, was making a contribution to the érts,
was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which
absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even
described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual."
But, Julia, wherever you are don't let it bother you. 1I've

had press like that myself.

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let
me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship.
I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say
how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially
touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the
emotions of an entire audience meld together, and we are one
with the performance. What but art can cause tears among

strangers?



Page 2

And take the humanities, which is often overlooked in the
phrase arts and humanities. Scholarship is a jewel that
shines over the centuries. Yet, I don't believe it's
received a fair share of private support or public

appreciation. I hope we can increase both.

This Committee will be a tonic for private support of this
country's arts and humanities. Let me say again, I'm proud
to be a member. And let me thank the Task Force, which
recommended the Committee's formation in the first place.
I'd also like to thank the Business Committee for the Arts
for its work over the years. And now I'll introduce my new
boss, the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew

Heiskell.
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MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982
- Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted
to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the
Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job

because of who I know.

- First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and
humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here.
Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler,
believing she was making a new contribution to Washington
arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which
absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even
described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual."
Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had

press like that myself.

- Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let
me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship.
I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say
how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially
touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the
experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of
emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can

cause tears among strangers?
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Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts
and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the
humanities in terms of both private giving and public
appreciation. Scholarship is a jewel that shines over the
centuries. We've all felt the satisfaction that comes from
reading works with breathtaking insights. One can virtually
feel truth clicking into place. That is the purpose of
scholarship, and that is why I believe the humanities

deserve more attention from the private sector.

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private
support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say
again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me
thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's
formation in the first place. 1I'd also like to thank the
Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been
doing for years. And now I'll introduce my new boss, the

chajirman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell.
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-- Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts
and humanities. I ho~~ -~ can cor""""L L=t ~=F ~1----t5 the
humanities in terms o rate gi- a
jewel that shines over the centuries. We've all felt the
satisfaction that comes from reading wor rith
breathtaking insights. One can virtually feel truth
clicking into place. That is the purpose of scholarship,
and that is why I believe the humanities deserve more

attention from the private sector.

- I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private
support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say
again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me
thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's
formation in the first place. thank the
Business Committee for the »~*+~ €~ +he work that it's been
doing for years. And now introduce my new boss,

the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell.
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REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982
First, let me welcome you to the White House. Right off I
want to sav I'm delighted to be honorary chairman of the
President's Committee on Arts and Humanities. And it's not

true I got the job because of who I know.

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and
humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here.
Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler,
believing she was making a new contribution to Washington
arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which
absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even
described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual.”
Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had

press like that myself.

Since this is my inaugural speech as hconorary chairman, let
me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship.
I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say
how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially
touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the
experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of
emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can

cause tears among strangers?
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-- Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts
and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the
humanities in terms of private giving. Scholarship is a
jewel that shines over the centuries. We've all felt the
satisfaction that comes from reading the work with
breathtaking insights. One can virtually feel truth
clicking inte place. That is the purpose of scholarship,
and that is why I believe the humanities deserve more

attention from the private sector.

-- I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private
support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say
again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me
thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's
formation in the first place. And let me also thank the
Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been
doing for years. And now I'd like to introduce my new boss,

the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell.

















