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MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin/AB) 
September 17, 1982 
5:10 p.m. 

Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted 

to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the 

Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job 

because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she, too, was making a contribution to the arts, 

was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

But, Julia, wherever you are don't let it bother ~ou. I've 

had press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

emotions of an entire audience meld together, and we are one 

with the performance. What but art can cause tears among 

strangers? 



Page 2 

And take the humanities, which is often overlooked in the 

phrase arts and humanities. Scholarship is a jewel that 

shines over the centuries. Yet, I don't believe it's 

received a fair share of private support or public 

appreciation. I hope we can increase both. 

This Committee will be a tonic for private support of this 

country's arts and humanities. Let me say again, I'm proud 

to be a member. And let me thank the Task Force, which 

recommended the Committee's formation in the first place. 

I'd also like to thank the Business Committee for the Arts 

for its work over the years. And now I'll introduce my new 

boss, the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew 

Heiskell. 



MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin) 
September 15, 1982 
5:00 p.m. 

Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted 

to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the 

Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job 

because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she was making a new contribution to Washington 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had 

press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and . scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of 

emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can 

cause tears among strangers? 
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Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts 

and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the 

humanities in terms of both private giving and public 

appreciation. Scholarship is a jewel that shines over the 

centuries. We've all felt the satisfaction that comes from 

reading works with breathtaking insights. One can virtually 

feel truth clicking into place. That is the purpose of 

scholarship, and that is why I believe the humanities 

deserve more attention from the private sector. 

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private 

support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. I'd also like to thank the 

Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been 

doing for years. And now I'll introduce my new boss, the 

chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 9, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES ROSEBUSH 
ANN WROBLESKI 
LANDON PARVIN ✓ 
THERESA ELM.ORE 
FRANK HODSOLL 
WILLIAM BENNETT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

MUFFIE BRANDON ~-P,2. "J3rzn_do-,-
ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

GUEST LIST: 

The following groups have been invited to the luncheon: 

THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
Chairman: Andrew Heiskell 

THE PRESIDENT'S TASK FORCE ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
Chairpersons: Chailton Heston 

President Hanna Gray, University of 
Chicago 

Ambassador Daniel Terra 

THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS: BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Chairman: Rawleigh Warner: MOBIL OIL 

The Honorable Frank Hodsoll: Chairman, National 
Endowment for the Arts 

The Honorable William Bennett: Chairman, National 
Endowment for the Humanities 

TALKING POINTS: 

1. Mrs. Reagan is delighted to serve as the Honorary 
Chairman of the recently created President's 
Committee on the Arts and Humanities. 
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2. The Committee was created upon the suggestion of 
the hard working President's Task Force on the 
Arts and Humanities which recommend that a special 
group be formed to help stimulate support in the 
private ~ctor far our great cultu~emic 
institutions, and advise and report to the---.._ 
President. 

3. It is a great pleasure for me to welcome the new 
President's Committee to the White House. I look 
forward to supporting the important work you are 
about to undertake for the President and I am 
deeply committed to this vital cask of private 
support for the Arts and Humanities in our country. 

I also want to thank the President's Task Force 
which worked so diligently all over the country 
last summer to produce a report for the President. 

Furthermore, I would like to salute the work of a 
group which has already been hard at work for many 
years stimulating private sector support for the 
Arts -- The Business Committee for the Arts. 

SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF SPEAKERS: 

MRS. REAGAN 
(remarks and introduces) 

ANDREW HEISKELL 
Chairman, President's Committee on the Arts 
and Humanities 



,_--

ANDREW HEISKELL 
TIME & LIFE BUILDING 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER 

NEW YORK 10020 

Mrs. Elaine Crispen 
Secretary to Mrs. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Crispen, 

August 10, 1982 

In view of Mrs. Reagan's kind interest in 
the President's Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities, I thought you might like to have a 
copy of the attached correspondance. I am sending 
this packet to each member of the President's 
Committee. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 



./ 
AND RE W HE l !:>KC LL 

TI M E & LIFE BUILDING 

RO C KEFEL LER CEN T E R 

N l!. W YORK 10020 

August 10, 1982 

Dear 

I am pleased to enclose a tentative agenda for 
the first meeting of the President's Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities on September 21. 

There are many ways in which we might set about 
encouraging private sector support for the arts 
and humanities. Some possibilities which have 
come to mind are listed on the attached sheets. 
There will only be time enough to discuss a few 
of these next month. Would you please consider 
these possibilities and let me know by 
September 1 which, in your view, deserve priority 
for discussion at our first meeting? I would, of 
course, welcome any other suggestions you may 
have. 

I will draw up a briefer agenda for our meeting 
based on the Committee members' responses to 
this letter. You will receive the final agenda 
together with short discussion papers during the 
week of September 13. 

I look forward very much to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Heiskell 

Enclosure 



PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES 

Preliminary Agenda 
September 21, 1982 

Luncheon at the White House with Mrs. Reagan followed by 
the first working session of the Committee. This session 
will be open to the public and is expected to last no 
longer than two hours. The exact time and rooms for the 
luncheon and subsequent meeting will be set shortly. 

Working Session 

I. Opening Statement by the Chairman 

1. The purpose of the Committee 

2. The role of the Federal government in encouraging 
private sector support for the Arts and the 
Humanities 

3. The Committee's work in relation to that of the 
two National Endowments and the President's Task 
Force on the Arts and the Humanities 

4. The different approaches that may be required in 
seeking to generate support for the Arts as 
opposed to the Humanities 

5. The organization of the Committee 

a. Appointment of subcommittees 

b • Staff arrangements 

C • Press relations 

d • Reports to be written (if any) 

II. Consideration of Support-generating Mechanisms 
(These are in no particular order. We would hope to 
agree at the meeting on implementation of two or three 
concrete projects.) 

1 • Recognition 

a. Awards to be bestowed at the White House for 
those individuals and organizations which 
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have contributed significantly to the Arts 
and the Humanities: Patrons, artists, 
scholars 

b. Creation of a privately-supported, 
Presidential Fellowship Program in the Arts 
and the Humanities 

c. Media recognition of the contributions 
of the Arts and the Humanities to American 
life and culture through, for instance, a 
public service advertising campaign. This 
campaign might be tied in with the awards 
suggested in 1a. 

2. Information Dissemination 

3 • 

Identification of existing support structures for 
the Arts and the Humanities and opportunities for 
their augmentation, e.g., through improved data 
collection. 

Local Programs 

Stimulation of greater support for the Arts and 
Humanities in selected localities through: 

a. Assistance with local development plans 

b. Media campaigns 

c. Encouragement of private sector support for 
"shared city" projects whereby institutions 
have homes in two cities, thus developing 
broader audience and support bases 

4. Volunteers 

Marshalling of volunteer resources through such 
mechanisms as: 

a. Programs at trade and professional 
associations such as Chambers of Commerce and 
the American Bar Association 

b. Leaves of absence at businesses to permit 
employees to work as volunteers 
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6 • 

- 3 -

Tax System 

Use of the tax mechanism to foster private sector 
support for the Arts and the Humanities 

Corporations 

Make the case for greater Arts and Humanities 
support at the CEO level (in particular to 
encourage national corporations to establish 
branch and subsidiary giving). 

7. National Events 

8 • 

Encourage national support for and commemoration 
of historic events such as the forthcoming 
bicentennial of the Constitution. 

International Exchanges 

Encourage private support for Arts and Humanities 
exchanges. 

III. Closing Remarks 

1. Next steps to be taken 

2. Time and place of next meeting 



MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin/AB) 
September 17, 1982 
5:10 p.m. 

Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted 

to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the 

Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job 

because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she, too, was making a contribution to the arts, 

was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

But, Julia, wherever you are don't let it bother you. I've 

had press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

emotions of an entire audience meld together, and we are one 

with the performance. What but art can cause tears among 

strangers? 
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And take the humanities, which is often overlooked in the 

phrase arts and humanities. Scholarship is a jewel that 

shines over the centuries. Yet, I don't believe it's 

received a fair share of private support or public 

appreciation. I hope we can increase both. 

This Committee will be a tonic for private support of this 

country's arts and humanities. Let me say again, I'm proud 

to be a member. And let me thank the Task Force, which 

recommended the Committee's formation in the first place. 

I'd also like to thank the Business Committee for the Arts 

for its work over the years. And now I'll introduce my new 

boss, the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew 

Heiskell. 
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(Parvin) 
September 15, 1982 
5:00 p.m. 

MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted 

to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the 

Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job 

because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed 
1.-c; 

believing she, was making a 
A 

the first library. Julia Tyler, 

Wi!!J.W contribution to ~ltiltg 0011."" 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

~) Julia, wherever you are'f- don't let it bother you. I've had 

press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pad. de deux, the 
~ ~~ 'Ft ~-

experiences of an entire audience f..J ow , :nt: poo,. 

~otr::3- / We are one with the performance. What but art can 

cause tears among strangers? 
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attentron from tne private sector. 

this 
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Committee timuJ.a private 

support ~ this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And whi~e I'm ae=i~ let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. I'd also like to thank the 
j"t s d'V'1-1 ~ 

Business Committee for the Arts for~ work ~M¥ail 1 5 LEe'ft 

~:::a+EH; years. And now I'll introduce my new boss, the 

chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 
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(Parvin) 
September 15, 1982 
5:00 p.m. 

MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

Welcome to the White House. First, let me say I'm delighted 

to be honorary chairman of the President's Committee on the 

Arts and the Humanities. And it's not true I got the job 

because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she was making a new contribution to Washington 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. 

press like that myself. 

I've had 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of 

emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can 

cause tears among strangers? 



Page 2 

Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts 

and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the 

humanities in terms of both private giving and public 

appreciation. Scholarship is a jewel that shines over the 

centuries. We've all felt the satisfaction that comes from 

reading works with breathtaking insights. One can virtually 

feel truth clicking into place. That is the purpose of 

scholarship, and that is why I believe the humanities 

deserve more attention from the private sector. 

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private 

support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. I'd also like to thank the 

Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been 

doing for years. And now I'll introduce my new boss, the 

chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 
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MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin/ fr; ) 
September 15, 1982 
2:00 p.m. 

(;,d', M 
F~ welcome-you to the White House. ~~ght off I 

~ 
wan t ~o say I'm delighted to be honorary chairman of the 

• I • ~ d{AJ... . . Presidents Committee onAArts an ~Humanities. And it's not 

true I got the job because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she was making a new contribution to Washington 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had 

press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of 

emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can 

cause tears among strangers? 
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Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts 

and humanities. I hope we can 
~ 

humanities in terms of;frivate 

correct that and elevate the 
~ ~ MJA)~~J,., ~ 

giving Schoi.Irship is a 

jewel that shines over the centuries. We've all felt the 
~ 

satisfaction that comes from reading t work~with 

breathtaking insights. One can virtually feel truth 

clicking into place. That is the purpose of scholarship, 

and that is why I believe the humanities deserve more 

attention from the private sector. 

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private 

support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. _;;;&,'~eaf:cro!:~1. /g thank the 

Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been 
~~ 

doing for years. And now ]:;,!:!:.e lifi__..w introduce my new boss, 

the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 

• 



MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin) 
September 15, 1982 
2:00 p.m. 

First, let me welcome you to the White House. Right off I 

want to say I'm delighted to be honorary chairman of the 

President's Committee on Arts and Humanities. And it's not 

true I got the job because of who I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she was making a new contribution to Washington 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've had 

press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 

I believe art binds us to one another, and I need not say 

how necessary that is today. When we hear an especially 

touching strain of music or watch a lovely pas de deux, the 

experiences of an entire audience flow into a common pool of 

emotion. We are one with the performance. What but art can 

cause tears among strangers? 
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Too often the humanities are overlooked in the phrase arts 

and humanities. I hope we can correct that and elevate the 

humanities in terms of private giving. Scholarship is a 

jewel that shines over the centuries. We've all felt the 

satisfaction that comes from reading the work with 

breathtaking insights. One can virtually feel truth 

clicking into place. That is the purpose of scholarship, 

and that is why I believe the humanities deserve more 

attention from the private sector. 

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private 

support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. And let me also thank the 

Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been 

doing for years. And now I'd like to introduce my new boss, 

the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 
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MRS . REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

(Parvin) 
September 15, 1982 
11:40 a.m. 

First, let me welcome you to the White House. Right off I 

want to say I'm delighted to be honorary chairman of the 

President's Committee on Arts and Humanities. And it's not 

true I got the job because of who)( I know. 

First ladies have long had an interest in the arts and 

humanities. Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. 

Abigail Fillmore installed the first library. Julia Tyler, 

believing she was making a new contribution to Washington 

arts, was the first First Lady to dance the polka, which 

absolutely shocked the capital. Someone disgustedly even 

described it as "hal f Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual." 

~ Julia, wherever you are, don't let it bother you. I've 

had press like that myself. 

Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let 

me say I believe deeply in the power of art and scholarship. 
-) ~ aAt 

~ ~ ~e• e J.Z*~ -iJJr! ~: /\ ~ binds us to one 

anothe~ When we fiear an espe ially touching strain of 

I\ -:t4 ~ ~~~ i;~~ 
~~~~c~J :t°~~.dG:~~~~~. 
-ma-gMfied by \ef1e ~~iGRs of at~. What but 'art~ can cause 

tears among strangers? 
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Too often the hwnanities are overlooked in the &arts and 

humanities deserve more attention from the private sector. 

I know this Committee will do much to stimulate private 

support for this country's arts and humanities. Let me say 

again, I'm proud to be a member. And while I'm at it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's 

formation in the first place. And let me also thank the 

Business Committee for the Arts for the work that it's been 

doing for years. And now I'd like to introduce my new boss, 

the chairman of the President's Committee, Andrew Heiskell. 



MRS. REAGAN: ARTS AND HUMANITIES LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1982 

--First, let me welcome you tc\the W~e House. Right off 

I want to say I'm delighted to be honorary chairman of the Pre5&ent's 

Committee on Arts and Humanities. 

job because of whom I know. 

And it's not true I got the 

--First Ladies have ltlong had an interest in~e arts and humanities. 

Louisa Adams set up the first music room here. Abigail Fillmore 

installed the first library. Julia Tyler, believing she was 
~ 

making a ~;¥c m:. contribution to Washington arts, was the first First 

Lady to dance the polka, which absolutely shocked the capital. Someone 

J. \S<ju4e!½ even described it as II half Indian waltz, half Bohemian ritual. 11 But 

Julia, wherever you are don't let it bother you. I've had press 

,, 
'' ~ 

-;-~ 
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like that myself. 

--Since this is my inaugural speech as honorary chairman, let me 

. . . "I ~\t!\Jl!,. 
say I believe deeply , in the power of _J'lrt and scholarship. " Art is 

~ ~ ,i.v.:, :I;; e~ ~ . 
distilled life. ~.sh1g hims0l~, t.lle comp.a -~ poet. 

c~.s. a foi; irr ~whi"cti- w.'e a:-n- pour simil~"el~i~es. When we 

hear ~ es1»ct4\\lm 1:'6-Yt~:.\ ~-\ta.1 -£ ~\JS•<--
a ;U;¥Jtrart::99i. 4 me~Cltt&A.. or watch a lovely pas cl.e deux, 

our emotions are magnified by the emotions of others. What but art 

can cause tears among strangers? 



--I kno~ t is Comm~~tee ,¥ill do much to stimulate 
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suppol t. I'm p oud to be a member. ~ d while I'm at 
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private Becbo.::r:: 

it let me 

thank the Task Force, which recommended the Committee's formation ' 

And let me also thank the Business Committee f o~th~ A~ts,..adteh 

'!EB' ~, for the work :iin elfte . !'A•l'.a'@@ aaaaor tllat ~ been 

doing for years. ,44 'Mt'V"' ~{,( ~ -1.-~ j f\D;.>-~I .:IJ,. 
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