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MRS. REAGAN: CONGRESSIONAL WIVES LUNCHEON
MAY 15,1985
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—~Thank you. I'm de-l-rggfefl- to be back with the Congressional Wives,
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makingnagaimst drug abuse, Just a few weeks ago, the First Ladies of

17 countries came here to share ideas on protecting our children from
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the’ dangers of—dfugs. I'm not sure this First Ladies Summit, as—it—was—

called, would've been possible only a few years ago. The conference

showed therej/a growing, world-wide understanding of the drug problem
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. bee z{-"—; he day after the First Ladies left Washington, two thousand sixth
graders came to the White House as part of a "Just Say No" march
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against drugs./) There were similar marches all over the A few

years ago most children weren't really aware of the drug threat. Drugs
were glamorized and defended, rather than denounced for threat they
are. Now, more and more of our young people are just saying no, and

they're doing it in a forceful and public way.
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treatment center that H&S—He§;;e33~spnn3ﬁ£s the kids there were no

different than the kids here. They were hurting, struggling, trying to

put their lives back together.
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~-In both Germany and Portugal, I met with parents groups. To me,
these groups are the most encouraging development of the last several
years. Their numbers have been exploding, not only in the US but now
abroad. Parents have decided drugs cannot have their chldren without a
fight. They've learned they don't have to stand by helplessly while

drugs consume their families,

--The movement against drug abuse at one time consisted of little more
than the overworked, underappreciated professionals in the field.

Thankfully, that is no longer the case. In the past month alone I've
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