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CENIKOR GRADUATION 

FEBRUARY 18, 1986 

THANK YOU FOR THAT WARM RECEPTION, IT'S AN HONOR TO SHARE 

THIS DAY WITH YOU -- AND I'M DELIGHTED THAT WE'VE BEEN JOINED BY 

SOME OF MY FRIE~CS FROM THE TEXANS' WAR ON DRUGS, 

-- EVERYONE HERE TODAY HAS HELPED TO MAKE THIS MOMENT 

POSSIBLE, YOU GRAD UA TES KNOW THAT YOUR FAMILIES HAVE WORKED AND 

PRAYED FOR YOUR SUCCESS, YOUR CENIKOR COUNSELORS HAVE GIVEN THEIR 

ALL. YOUR FELL •~ RESIDENTS HAVE OFFERED YOU THEIR FRIENDSHIP AND 

SUPPGRT, 

-- EVEN SC, TCQAY BELONGS TO YOU, YOU CHOSE TO GET WELL, AND 

YOU WORKED FGR T~C LCNG, HARD YEARS TO ~AKE IT COME TRUE. YOU 

DESERVE THIS MO~ENT I~ THE SUN, BECAUSE YOU'VE STRUGGLED SO LO~( IN 

THE DARKNESS, I . n;cw THAT IN THIS ~'.Orr.ENT OF JOY EVE~:YONE hES.E t,,~NTS 

TO JOIN ME IN hFFL; L[ i~G YOU ONCE MORE, [APPLAUSE, l 

-- THIS IS~ ' i 1h E FIRST TIME I'VE VISITED CENIKCR. ::.;\y CF 

YOU KNOW OF MY \:~:~ TO THE COLORADO FhCILITY rn 1983. E;F~::_. -:-f-iA T 

SA~"iE YEAR., n , ~:_ =: .-.·. = \'!SITED THE CENIKOR FACILITY rn HCL S1 :_ ',, 



CENIKOR IMPRESSED US BOTH MORE THAN I CAN TELL YOU, AND I'~ 

DELIGHTED TO HAVE THE CHANCE AT LAST TO VISIT CENIKOR OF FORT WORTH, 

-- SO YOU SEE, I'M FAMILIAR WITH CENIKOR, I KNOW ABOUT YOUR 

PROGRAM -- AND I K~OW WHY THIS DAY MATTERS SO MUCH, THE PAST TWO 

YEARS HAVE BEEN TOUGH FOR YOU GRADUATES -- VERY TOUGh, I KNCW THERE 

MUST HAVE BEEN TIMES WHEN YCU FELT LIKE GIVING UP, IN STICKING IT 

OUT TO THE END, EACH CF YOU HAS LEARNED A LESSON, IT'S TH~T THE 

BEST THINGS IN LIFE DON'~ COME EASY, NO, THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE 

-3-

ARE WORTH WORKING FCR, 

I'D LIVE TO SHARE WITH YOU A LETTER ABOUT DRUG AEUSE T~~T I 

P, EC ENT LY REC E I VE: , I TH I N K YOU ' LL R ECO G N I Z E TH E PA I N Th AT Tr E ·,., i_ ::. ; , ~i 

I f I 1 WHO WRGTE IT 'ti AS H: - - AND I/ r:, (!:RT A IN THA i YOUR ~';OTHERS w J. L.. '- I 

"DE" R vrc-,-\ , I . r . 0 , FEAGAN, 

"OUR EE~ LT'.FLL T~ENTY-FOUR YEAR OLD DAUGHTER WAS SC 

POWERFULLY INFL LE\ -~~ bY DRUGS THAT SHE TOOK HERO~~ LIFE. 

PEOPLE DON'T ~E~L:_~ ThE BOTTOMLESS PIT DRUGS LEAD THE~ TG. 
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ALL YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD SAY 'NO,' A~D MAYBE THEN THERE WOULDN'T EE 

ANY MORE FAMILIES TORN APART, [ANYMORE] SLEEPLESS NIGHTS WONDERING 

IF [A] CHILD IS ALIVE OR DEAD." 

-- "SO SIGN ME OFF AS A MOTHER WHO NEVER HAS TO WORRY ABOUT 

HER PHONE RINGING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT -- WHhT A PRICE WE 

PAID FOR SLEEP." 

"WITH TE ARS IN MY EYES AND A BROKEN HEART, SINCERELY 

YOURS," 
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-- "WHAT h FRICE WE PAID FOR SLEEP" -- THERE COULDN'T BE A 

MOKE HAUNTING PhRASE, THAT YOUNG WOMA~i NEVER FOUND THE PEACE THhT 

YOU HAVE FOUND. HER FAMILY SLEEPS AT NIGHT BECAUSE THEiR CHILC IS 

GONE. YCUR F~~ILIES CAN SLEEP AT NIGHT BECAUSE YCU'VE CO~E :~CK , 

-- I n-;ow -:-~1t T WHEN YO U LEAVE CEN l KOR TODAY, YOU ~r<c ':' (_ 1 F. 

PARENTS WILL Vl~.~;T TO CGN TINUE THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUGS I~: -:-~c: 

SPIRIT OF TEAt\'J~r,, PRIDE, CO~;MIT~:ENT, ~ND LOVE ThhT r:r .~ ~- :_ 

PROG~Ar-': viCH', , ~---~LIEF , I S~T IN o~; k RAP SESSICiN BEH:E::::, ·; ·; 
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YOUNG FRIENDS FROM THE TEXANS' WAR ON DRUGS AND SOME STILL IN THE 

CENIKOR PROGRAM. EACH OF US CAME AWAY WITH A RENEWED COMMITMENT TO 

THE WAR ON DRUGS, RIGHT NOW, THERE ARE CHILDREN OUT THERE, 

DESPERATELY SEEKING THE ANSWERS YOU HAVE FOUND, AND WE MUST DO ALL 

WE CAN TO HELP THEM. 

-- TODAY AS YOU GRADUATE, GO FORTH WITH ALL YOU HAVE, YOU 

ARE STRONGER, MORE RESPONSIBLE, AND MORE COMPASSIONATE THAN YOU 

WERE WHEN YOU CAME HERE. AND NOW YOU HAVE SO MUCH MORE TO GIVE 

TO OTHERS, -7-

-- I'D LIKE TO LEAVE YOU WITH A POEM -- A FEW WORDS THAT THE 

LYRICIST OSCAR HAMM ERSTEIN WROTE FOR MY FRIEND, MARY MARTIN. 

A BELL'S ~CT A BELL 'TIL YOU RING IT, 

A SONG'S NOT A SONG 'TIL YOU SING IT, 

LOVE I$N'T LGVE 'TIL YOU GIVE IT AWAY. 

SO LET' S ~LL GIVE OF OURSELVES AND OUR LOVE -­

ESPECIALLY THOSE '.::TI LL TRAPPED BY THE DRUGS THAT YOU BRAVE YCL'.,C 

MEN A~D WOhEii hti \'~ LV ERCOME I . 

ii. ii t± 


