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CENIKOR GRADUATION S}Qﬁi&é%b
FEBRUARY 18, 1986
--  THANK YCU FOR THAT WARM RECEPTICON. IT'S AN HONOR TO SHARE
THIS DAY WITH YOU -- AND I1'M DELIGHTED THAT WE'VE BEEN JOINED BY
SOME OF MY FRIENDS FROM THE TEXANS' WAR ON DRUGS,
-- EVERYONE HERE TODAY HAS HELPED TO MAKE THIS MOMENT
POSSIBLE. YOU GRADUATES KNCW THAT YOUR FAMILIES HAVE WORKED ANL
PKAYED FGR YOUR SUCCESS. YOUR CENIKOR COUNSELORS HAVE GIVEN THEIR

ALL. YOUR FELLOW RESICENTS HAVE OFFERED YOU THEIR FRIENDSHIP AND

SUPPCRT .,

-- EVEN SC, TCCAY BELONGS TO YOU. YCU CHOSE TO GET WELL, END
YOU WORKED FOR TwC LCNG, HARD YEARS TO MAKE IT COME TRUE. YCU
DESERVE THIS MOMENT IN ThE SUN, BECAUSE YOU’VE STRUGGLELD SC LLNC IN
THE DARKNESS, [ tNCw THAT IN THIS MOMENT OF JOY EVERYCQE REFT WhNTC

TO SOIN ME IN AFFLALLING YOU ONCE FMOKE., [APPLAUSE.]

n

-- THIS ISM'7 ThE FIRST TIME I'VE VISITED CENIKCE, ¥-iy O
YOU KNOW OF MY v _ .7 TG THE CCLCRADO FACILITY IN 1G&3, E~FLI-- THAT

SAME YEER, MY rLZDINT VISITED THE CENIKCR FACILITY IN HCLST .

)



CENIKOR IMPRESSED US BOTH MORE THAN I CAN TELL YOU, AND I'M
DELIGHTED TO HAVE THE CHANCE AT LAST TO VISIT CENIKOR OF FORT WORTH.
-- SO YOU SEE, I'M FAMILIAR WITH CENIKOR. I KNOW ABCUT YOUR
PROGRAM -- AND I KNOW WHY THIS DAY MATTERS SO MUCH., THE PAST TWO
YEARS HAVE BEEN TOUGH FGR YOU GRADUATES -- VERY TOUGhH., [ KNCW THERE
MUST HAVE BEEN TIMES WHEN YCU FELT LIKE GIVING UP, IN STICKING [T
CUT TO THE END, EACH CF YOU HAS LEARNED A LESSCN., IT'S TRAT THE
BEST THINGS IN LIFE DON’T® COME EASY. NO, THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE

-
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ARE WOKRTH WORKING FCR,

-- I'D LIKE TG SHARE WITH YOU A LETTER ABOUT DRUG ADUSE TriT I
RECENTLY RECEIVEL. [ THINK YOU'LL RECOGNIZE THE PAIN THAT TrE «. MAM
WHO WRCTE IT WAS IN -- AND I'M CERTAIN THAT YGUR NOTHERS.WILL.

-- “DEAR FFC. FEAGAN,

-- “OUR BEAULTIFCL TWENTY-FOUR YEAR CLD DAUGHTER WAS SC
POWERFULLY INFLLEN =2 BY DRUCS ThHAT ShE TOOK HER OwN LIFE,

PECPLE DCN'T ftAL._ TnE ECTTOMLESS PIT DRUGS LEAD THEM Tu. =« _.r
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ALL YOUNG PEQPLE WOULD SAY 'NO.’ AND MAYBE THEN THERE WOULDN'T EE
ANY MORE FAMILIES TORN APART, [ANYMCRE] SLEEPLESS NIGHTS WONDERING
[F [A] CHILD IS ALIVE OR DEAD.”

-- SO SIGN ME OFF AS A MOTHER WHG NEVER HAS TC WORRY ABOUT
HER PHONE RINGING [N THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT -- WHAT A PRICE WE

PAID FOR SLEEP.”

-~ “WITH TEARS IN MY EYES AND A BROKEN HEART, SINCERELY

YOURS.”

-- “WHAT A FRICE WE PAID FOR SLEEP” -- THERE CCULDN'T EE A
MORE HAUNTING FRKASE. THAT YOUNG WOMAN NEVER FCUND THE PEACE THAT
YOU HAVE FOUND, HEK FAMILY SLEEPS AT NIChT BECAUSE THE:R CHILL (S

GONE. YGUR FAMILIES CAN SLEEP AT MIGHT EECAUSE YCU'VE CCME ZiCK,

‘1)

-- | KNCW THET WHEN YOU LEAVE CENIKCER TOLAY, YCU ANT Y

PARENTS WILL wAnT TO CONTINUE ThE FIGHT ACAINST DRUCS IV Tt

SPIRIT OF TEAMWw: rr., PRIDE, CCMMITMENT, AND LOVE ThHAT MirT

PROGRAM WCRK. Z--ULIESk, [ SAT IN ON A KaP SESSICN BETWELZL
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YOUNG FRIENDS FROM THE TEXANS’ WAR ON DRUGS AND SOME STILL IN THE
CENIKOR PROGRAM, EACH OF US CAME AWAY WITH A RENEWED COMMITMENT TO
THE WAR ON DRUGS. RIGHT NOW, THERE ARE CHILDKEN OUT THERE,
DESPERATELY SEEKING THE ANSWERS YOU HAVE FOUND, AND WE MUST DO ALL
WE CAN TO HELP THEM,

-- TODAY AS YOU GRADUATE, GO FORTH WITH ALL YOU HAVE. YCU
ARE STRONGER, MORE RESPONSIBLE, AND MGRE COMPASSICNATE THAN YGOU
WERE WHEN YOU CAME HERE., AND NOW YOU HAVE SO MUCH MORE TO GIVE

TO OTHERS. -7~

-- I'D LIKE TO LEAVE YOU WITH A POEM -- A FEW WORDS THAT THE
LYRICIST OSCAK HAMMERSTEIN WROTE FOR MY FRIEND, MARY MARTIN,

A BELL’S NCT A EELL ’'TIL YOU RING IT,

A SONG’S NOT A SONG 'TIL YOU SING IT,

LOVE ISN'T LOVE 'TIL YOU GIVE IT AWAY,

-- SO LET'S ALL GIVE OF OURSELVES AND OUR LOVE --
ESPECTALLY ThCSz CSTILL TRAPPED BY THE DRUGS THAT YOU BRAVE Y({{'.
MEN AND WOFEf RAVE LVERCOME,

-~ CONCFATuCviCNS AND GOD BLESS YQU.
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