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Mrs. Reagan's Remarks 
Schools Without Drugs 

SeptPmber 23, 1986 

Thar.k you and welcoce to the White House. It is a great 

p]easure being here today with Secretary Bennett to bring 

attention to a special h0ok the Department of Education put out 

!ast week called Sc~0ols Without Drugs. It is a very important 

book for me, and I think for a~l the parent~ and adults in this 

count=y who are <ls crrcerned as I am about drug abuse among our 

children. 

I think there 1 :; :.r~thing more tragic than the destruction of 

the minds, spirit ~ 3~d bodies of young people by drugs. Drug 

abuse by anyone -.. s .-,re rg -- it is immoral ar.a intolerable. 

PrPventirg drug atu~r bv childrP~ , ~ 

.L.::, something thnt will require 

action on man~ fronts: Fe are doing what: we can to stop the flow 

a~ drugs in~c this count1v, and tc ~P~~r those who would sell it 

to others --- Pspec 1;11_: y childrer, - - within 01tr cornmuni tie!" ar.d 

()\J.::- ne ighccrrc nr. s. 

Per}wps Lost impcr:.,,rt, tho11ci . , is sett in<_:; the right tcne and 

~Pndino tr c :::u; ht me~!,ccT1• to sccir • ' .-' 2~ t largE:, e:.=:peciall,' v'here 

cur childrer: 2re rroc:t dir!::'ctly iw,olvE.c: in their schools anf in 

their iarc,ilies. A 1 • , • us -- parc:·ts, educc1tors, studer.+:s, the 

trct v.'(~ l~lSdpC.rL, '.•· , i ~ t: r. !" , , • : : cJ th a t t l": e y 1 , _;_ 1 1 no t he t: o 1 er ate c. • 

To (10 .sc, ..,.,_ r. t=:>• ·, · 

of ille~al ~!~n ~ , : . ti"•; r.r•: c 1:se, and tc c::ct- pffectivc< '/ to 

eEd it. 
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I believe that in all these things, this publication will be 

an invaluable tocl 1n helpirg to accomplish this. It contains 

the practical inf0rrration that is needed to make our schools 

drug-free. I hope it will becc~e one of the most widelv read 

government publicrtions ever printed L~c~use Schools Without 

f)ru2 will assist parents, educators, neighbors and community 

leaders in telping ~teir childrcr say no. 

Thank you for ccmin~ a nd I hope vcu can stay fer 

re=reshment s . 

¥ # # 
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( KHA CH I G I AN ) SEPTEMBER 14, 1986 

PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY 

NATIONAL TELEVISION ADDRESS ON DRUG ABUSE & PREVENTION 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1986 

GOOD EVENING, 

USUALLY, I TALK WITH YOU FROM MY OFFICE IN THE 
WEST WING OF THE WHITE HOUSE, BUT TONIGHT, THERE IS 
SOMETHING SPECIAL TO TALK ABOUT, AND I'VE ASKED SOMEONE 
VERY SPECIAL TO JOIN ME, 

NANCY AND I ARE HERE IN THE WEST HALL OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE, AND AROUND US -ARE THE ROOMS IN WHICH WE LIVE, 
IT IS THE HOME YOU HAVE PROVIDED FOR US, OF WHICH WE 
MERELY HAVE TEMPORARY CUSTODY. 

NANCY IS JOINING ME BECAUSE THE MESSAGE THIS 
EVENING IS NOT MY MESSAGE, BUT OURS. AND WE SPEAK TO 
YOU NOT SIMPLY AS FELLOW CITIZENS -- BUT AS FELLOW -
PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS AND AS CONCERNED NEIGHBORS. 

IT's BACK TO SCHOOL TIME FOR AMERICA'S CHILDREN, 

AND WHILE DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE CUTS ACROSS ALL 
GENERATIONS, IT IS ESPECIALLY DAMAGING TO THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE ON WHOM OUR FUTURE DEPENDS. SO TONIGHT, FROM 
OUR FAMILY TO YOURS -- FROM OUR HOME TO YOURS, WE HOPE 
YOU CAN JOIN US, 
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AMERICA HAS ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH IN THESE LAST FEW 

YEARS, WHETHER IT HAS BEEN REBUILDING OUR ECONOMY OR. 

SERVING THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN THE WORLD, WHAT WE'VE 

BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE HAS BEEN DONE WITH YOUR HELP -­

WITH US WORKING TOGETHER AS A NATION UNITED, 

NOW, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT AGAIN, DRUGS ARE 
MENACING OUR SOCIETY, THEY'RE THREATENING OUR VALUES 
AND UNDERCUTTING OUR INSTITUTIONS, THEY'RE KILLING OUR 
CHILDREN, 

FROM THE BEGINNING OF OUR ADMINISTRATION, WE HAVE 
TAKEN STRONG STEPS TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS HORROR, 

TONIGHT, I CAN REPORT TO YOU THAT WE'VE MADE MUCH 

PROGRESS. THIRTY-SEVEN FEDERAL AGENCIES ARE WORKING 
TOGETHER IN A VIGOROUS NATIONAL EFFORT, AND BY NEXT 
YEAR OUR SPENDING FOR DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT WILL HAVE 
MORE THAN TRIPLED FROM ITS 1981 LEVELS. · 

WE HAVE INCREASED SEIZURES OF ILLEGAL DRUGS, / 
SHORTAGES OF MARIJUANA ARE NOW BEING REPORTED, LAST 

YEAR ALONE, OVER 10,000 DRUG CRIMINALS WERE CONVICTED, 
AND NEARLY $250 MILLION OF THEIR ASSETS WERE SEIZED BY 
THE D.E.A,, -THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION, 
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AND IN THE MOST IMPORTANT AREA -- INDIVIDUAL 

USE -- WE SEE PROGRESS. IN 4 YEARS, THE NUMBER OF HIGH 

SCHOOL SENIORS USING MARIJUANA ON A DAILY BASIS HAS 

DROPPED FROM 1 IN 14 TO 1 IN 20. 

THE U.S. MILITARY HAS CUT THE USE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS 
AMONG ITS PERSONNEL BY 67 PERCENT SINCE 1980. 

THESE ARE A MEASURE OF OUR COMMITMENT AND EMERGING 
SIGNS THAT WE CAN DEFEAT THIS ENEMY. 

BUT WE STILL HAVE MUCH TO DO. 

DESPITE OUR BEST EFFORTS, ILLEGAL COCAINE IS 
COMING INTO OUR COUNTRY AT ALARMING LEVELS, AND 
4-T0-5 MILLION PEOPLE REGULARLY USE IT. FIVE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND AMERICANS ARE HOOKED ON HEROIN. ONE IN TWELVE 

PERSONS SMOKES MARIJUANA REGULARLY. 

REGULAR DRUG USE IS EVEN HIGHER AMONG THE AGE 
GROUP 18-T0-25 -- MOST LIKELY JUST ENTERING THE WORK 
FORCE. 

TODAY, THERE IS A NEW EPIDEMIC -- SMOKABLE 
Z-- COCAINE -- OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "CRACK.• IT IS AN 

EXPLOSIVELY DESTRUCTIVE AND OFTEN LETHAL SUBSTANCE 
WHICH IS CRUSHING ITS USERS. IT IS AN UNCONTROLLED 
FIRE, 
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. AND DRUG ABUSE IS NOT A SO-CALLED "VICTIMLESS 

CRIME." EVERYONE'S SAFETY IS AT STAKE WHEN DRUGS AND 

EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL ARE USED BY PEOPLE ON THE HIGHWAYS OR 

BY THOSE TRANSPORTING OUR CITIZENS OR OPERATING 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT, DRUG ABUSE COSTS YOU AND YOUR 
FELLOW AMERICANS AT LEAST $60 BILLION A YEAR, 

FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF OUR ADMINISTRATION, NANCY 
HAS BEEN INTENSELY INVOLVED IN THE EFFORT TO FIGHT DRUG 
ABUSE. SHE HAS SINCE TRAVELED OVER 100,000 MILES TO 
55 CITIES IN 28 STATES AND 6 FOREIGN COUNTRIES TO FIGHT 
SCHOOL-AGE DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE. SHE's GIVEN DOZENS 
OF .SPEECHES AND SCORES OF INTERVIEWS AND HAS 
PARTICIPATED IN 24 SPECIAL RADIO AND TV TAPINGS TO 
CREATE GREATER AWARENESS OF THIS CRISIS, 

HER PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS AND EFFORTS HAVE GIVEN 
HER SUCH DRAMATIC INSIGHTS THAT I WANTED HER TO SHARE 
THEM WITH YOU THIS EVENING. NANCY I I •• (TURN] 

MRS, REAGAN: 

THANK YOU. 

AS A MOTHER, I'VE ALWAYS THOUGHT OF SEPTEMBER AS A 
SPECIAL MONTH -- A TIME WHEN WE BUNDLED OUR CHILDREN 
OFF TO SCHOOL, TO THE WARMTH OF AN ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH 
THEY COULD FULFILL THE PROMISE AND HOPE IN THOSE 
RESTLESS MINDS, 
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BUT SO MUCH HAS HAPPENED OYER THESE YEARS -- SO 

MUCH TO SHAKE THE FOUNDATIONS OF ALL THAT WE KNOW AND 

ALL THAT WE BELIEVED IN, 

TODAY, THERE IS A DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE EPIDEMIC 
IN THIS COUNTRY, AND NO ONE IS SAFE FROM IT -- NOT YOU, 
NOT ME, AND CERTAINLY NOT OUR CHILDREN, BECAUSE THIS 
EPIDEMIC HAS THEIR NAMES WRITTEN ON IT, 

MANY OF YOU MAY BE THINKING: "WELL, DRUGS DON'T 
CONCERN ME," IT DOES CONCERN YOU -- IT CONCERNS US ALL 
BECAUSE OF THE WAY IT TEARS AT OUR LIVES AND BECAUSE IT 
IS AIMED AT DESTROYING THE BRIGHTNESS AND LIFE OF THE 
SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

FOR 5 YEARS, I'VE BEEN TRAVELING ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY -- LEARNING AND LISTENING, ONE OF THE MOST 
HOPEFUL SIGNS I'VE SEEN IS THE BUILDING OF AN ESSENTIAL 
NEW AWARENESS OF HOW TERRIBLE AND THREATENING DRUG 
ABUSE IS TO OUR SOCIETY, THIS WAS ONE OF THE MAIN 

PURPOSES WHEN I STARTED, SO OF COURSE IT MAKES ME HAPPY 
THAT's BEEN ACCOMPLISHED, 

EACH TIME I MEET WITH SOMEONE NEW OR RECEIVE 
ANOTHER LETTER FROM A TROUBLED PERSON ON DRUGS, I YEARN 
TO FIND A WAY TO HELP SHARE THE MESSAGE THAT CRIES OUT 
FROM JHEM, 
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AS A PARENT, I'M ESPECIALLY CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT 
DRUGS ARE DOING TO YOUNG MOTHERS AND THEIR NEWBORN 

CHILDREN, LISTEN TO THIS NEWS ACCOUNT FROM A HOSPITAL 

IN FLORIDA OF A CHILD BORN TO A MOTHER WITH A COCAINE 
HABIT, 

"NEARBY, A BABY NAMED PAUL LIES MOTIONLESS IN 
AN INCUBATOR, FEEDING TUBES RIDDLING HIS TINY 
BODY, HE NEEDS A RESPIRATOR TO BREATHE AND A 
DAILY SPINAL TAP TO RELIEVE FLUID BUILDUP ON HIS 
BRAIN, ONLY ONE MONTH OLD, HE HAS ALREADY 
SUFFERED TWO STROKES," 

NOW YOU CAN SEE WHY DRUG ABUSE CONCERNS EVERY ONE 
OF US -- ALL THE AMERICAN FAMILY. DRUGS STEAL AWAY SO 
MUCH, THEY TAKE AND TAKE, UNTIL FINALLY EVERY TIME A 
DRUG GOES INTO A CHILD, SOMETHING ELSE IS FORCED OUT -­
LIKE LOVE AND HOPE AND TRUST AND CONFIDENCE, DRUGS 
TAKE AWAY THE DREAM FROM EVERY CHILD'S HEART AND 
REPLACE IT WITH A NIGHTMARE. AND IT's TIME WE IN 
AMERICA STAND UP AND REPLACE THOSE DREAMS, 

EACH OF US HAS TO PUT OUR PRINCIPLES AND 
CONSCIENCES ON THE LINE -- WHETHER IN SOCIAL SETTINGS 
OR IN THE WORK PLACE -- TO SET FORTH SOLID STANDARDS 
AND STICK TO THEM, 
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THERE IS NO MORAL MIDDLE GROUND, INDIFFERENCE IS 

NOT AN OPTION, WE WANT YOU TO HELP US CREATE AN 

OUTSPOKEN INTOLERANCE FOR DRUG USE, FOR THE SAKE OF 

OUR CHILDREN, I IMPLORE EACH OF YOU TO BE UNYIELDING 

AND INFLEXIBLE IN YOUR OPPOSITION TO DRUGS, 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE ARE HELPING US LEAD THE WAY, NOT 
LONG AGO, IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, I WAS ASKED BY A 

GROUP OF CHILDREN WHAT TO DO IF THEY WERE OFFERED 
DRUGS. I ANSWERED: "JUST SAY NO," SOON AFTER THAT, 
THOSE CHILDREN IN OAKLAND FORMED A "JUST SAY NO" CLUB, 
AND NOW THERE ARE OVER 10,000 SUCH CLUBS ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY, 

WELL, THEIR PARTICIPATION AND THEIR COURAGE IN 
SAYING "NO" NEEDS OUR ENCOURAGEMENT, WE CAN HELP BY 
USING EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO FORCE THE ISSUE OF NOT USING 
DRUGS TO THE POINT OF MAKING OTHERS UNCOMFORTABLE --

y EVEN IF IT MEANS MAKING OURSELVES UNPOPULAR_~ 

OUR JOB IS NEVER EASY BECAUSE DRUG CRIMINALS ARE 
INGENIOUS, THEY WORK EVERY DAY TO PLOT A NEW AND 

BETTER WAY TO STEAL OUR CHILDREN'S LIVES -- JUST AS 
THEY HAVE DONE BY DEVELOPING THIS NEW DRUG, "CRACK," 
FOR EVERY DOOR WE CLOSE, THEY OPEN A NEW DOOR TO DEATH, 
THEY PROSPER ON OUR UNWILLINGNESS TO ACT, SO, WE MUST 
BE SMARTER AND STRONGER AND TOUGHER THAN THEY ARE, 

IT's UP TO US TO CHANGE ATTITUDES AND JUST SIMPLY DRY 
UP THEIR MARKETS, 
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FINALLY, TO YOUNG PEOPLE WATCHING OR LISTENING -­
I HAVE A VERY PERSONAL MESSAGE FOR YOU: 

THERE's A BIG, WONDERFUL WORLD OUT THERE FOR YOU. 

IT BELONGS TO YOU, IT's EXCITING, STIMULATING, 
REWARDING. DON'T CHEAT YOURSELVES OUT OF THIS PROMISE. 
OUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU, BUT IT NEEDS YOU TO BE 
CLEAR-EYED AND CLEAR-MINDED, 

I RECENTLY READ ONE TEENAGER'S STORY -- SHE's NOW 
DETERMINED TO STAY CLEAN, BUT WAS ONCE STRUNG OUT ON 
SEVERAL DRUGS, WHAT SHE REMEMBERED MOST CLEARLY ABOUT 
HER RECOVERY WAS THAT DURING THE TIME SHE WAS ON DRUGS, 
EVERYTHING APPEARED TO HER IN SHADES OF BLACK AND GRAY. 
AND AFTER HER TREATMENT, SHE WAS ABLE TO SEE COLORS 
AGAIN, 

TO MY YOUNG FRIENDS OUT THERE , .. LIFE CAN BE 
GREAT -- BUT NOT WHEN YOU CAN'T SEE IT, OPEN YOUR EYES 

TO LIFE -- TO SEE IT IN THE VIVID COLORS THAT GOD GAVE 
AS A PRECIOUS GIFT TO HIS CHILDREN -- TO ENJOY LIFE TO 

THE FULLEST, AND TO MAKE IT COUNT. 

SAY YES TO YOUR LIFE. AND WHEN IT COMES TO DRUGS 
AND ALCOHOL: JUST SAY NO, 
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THE PRESIDENT: 

I THINK YOU CAN SEE WHY NANCY HAS BEEN SUCH A 

POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON ALL THAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO, 

THE JOB AHEAD OF US IS VERY CLEAR, NANCY's 
PERSONAL CRUSADE -- LIKE THAT OF SO MANY OTHER 
WONDERFUL INDIVIDUALS -- SHOULD BECOME OUR NATIONAL 
CRUSADE, IT MUST INCLUDE A COMBINATION OF GOVERNMENT 
AND PRIVATE EFFORTS WHICH COMPLEMENT ONE ANOTHER, LAST 
MONTH I ANNOUNCED SIX INITIATIVES WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL 
DO JUST THAT, 

FIRST, WE SEEK A DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE -- AT ALL 
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT AND IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 

SECOND, WE'LL WORK TOWARD DRUG-FREE SCHOOLS, 

THIRD, WE WANT TO ENSURE THAT THE PUBLIC IS 
PROTECTED AND THAT TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE TO SUBSTANCE 
ABUSERS AND THE CHEMICALLY DEPENDENT, 

OUR FOURTH GOAL IS TO EXPAND INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION WHILE TREATING DRUG TRAFFICKING AS A THREAT 
TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY, IN OCTOBER, I WILL BE 
MEETING WITH KEY U,S, AMBASSADORS TO DISCUSS WHAT CAN 
BE DONE TO SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS ABROAD, 

• 
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FIFTH, WE MUST MOVE TO STRENGTHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THOSE INITIATED BY VICE PRESIDENT 

BUSH AND ATTORNEY GENERAL MEESE. 

FINALLY, WE SEEK TO EXPAND PUBLIC AWARENESS AND 
PREVENTION, 

IN ORDER TO FURTHER IMPLEMENT THESE SIX GOALS, I 
WILL ANNOUNCE TOMORROW A SERIES OF NEW PROPOSALS FOR A 
DRUG FREE AMERICA. TAKEN AS A WHOLE, THESE PROPOSALS 
WILL TOUGHEN OUR LAWS AGAINST DRUG CRIMINALS, ENCOURAGE 
MORE RESEARCH AND TREATMENT AND INSURE THAT ILLEGAL 
DRUGS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN OUR SCHOOLS OR IN OUR 
WORK PLACES. TOGETHER WITH OUR ONGOING EFFORTS, THESE 
PROPOSALS WILL BRING THE FEDERAL COMMITMENT TO FIGHTING 
DRUGS TO $3 BILLION, 

AS MUCH FINANCING AS WE COMMIT, HOWEVER, WE WOULD 
BE FOOLING OURSELVES IF WE THOUGHT THAT MASSIVE NEW 
AMOUNTS OF MONEY ALONE WILL PROVIDE THE SOLUTION, LET 
US NOT FORGET THAT IN AMERICA, PEOPLE SOLVE PROBLEMS 
AND NO NATIONAL CRUSADE HAS EVER SUCCEEDED WITHOUT 
HUMAN INVESTMENT. WINNING THE CRUSADE AGAINST DRUGS 
WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED BY JUST THROWING MONEY AT THE 
PROBLEM, 

YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO ACT AGGRESSIVELY, 
BUT NOTHING WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE THAN FOR AMERICANS 
SIMPLY TO QUIT USING ILLEGAL DRUGS, 
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WE SEEK TO CREATE A MASSIVE CHANGE IN NATIONAL 

ATTITUDES WHICH ULTIMATELY WILL SEPARATE THE DRUGS FROM 

THE CUSTOMER I I I TO TAKE THE USER AWAY FROM THE 

SUPPLY, I BELIEVE, QUITE SIMPLY, THAT WE CAN HELP THEM 
QUIT, 

THAT's WHERE YOU COME IN, 

MY GENERATION WILL REMEMBER HOW AMERICA SWUNG INTO 
ACTION WHEN WE WERE ATTACKED IN WORLD WAR II, THE WAR 
WAS NOT JUST FOUGHT BY THE FELLAS FLYING THE PLANES OR 
DRIVING THE TANKS, IT WAS FOUGHT AT HOME BY A 
MOBILIZED NATION -- MEN AND WOMEN ALIKE -- BUILDING 
PLANES AND SHIPS; CLOTHING SAILORS AND SOLDIERS; 

FEEDING MARINES AND AIRMEN, AND IT WAS FOUGHT BY 
CHILDREN PLANTING VICTORY GARDENS AND COLLECTING CANS, 

NOW WE'RE IN ANOTHER WAR FOR OUR FREEDOM, AND IT's 

TIME FOR ALL OF US TO PULL TOGETHER AGAIN, SO, FOR 
EXAMPLE, IF YOUR FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR OR A FAMILY MEMBER 

HAS A DRUG OR ALCOHOL PROBLEM, DON'T TURN THE OTHER 
WAY, GO TO HIS HELP OR TO HERS. GET OTHERS INVOLVED 
WITH YOU -- CLUBS, SERVICE GROUPS, AND COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS -- AND PROVIDE SUPPORT AND STRENGTH, 
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AND, OF COURSE, MANY OF YOU HAVE BEEN CURED 
THROUGH TREATMENT AND SELF-HELP. WELL, YOU ARE THE . 
COMBAT VETERANS, AND YOU HAVE A CRITICAL ROLE TO PLAY, 
YOU CAN HELP OTHERS BY TELLING YOUR STORY AND PROVIDING 
A WILLING HAND TO THOSE IN NEED, 

BEING FRIENDS TO OTHERS IS THE BEST WAY OF BEING 
FRIENDS TO OURSELVES, 

IT's TIME -- AS NANCY SAID -- FOR AMERICA TO "JUST 
SAY NO" TO DRUGS, 

THOSE OF YOU IN UNION HALLS AND WORK PLACES 
EVERYWHERE -- PLEASE MAKE THIS CHALLENGE A PART OF YOUR 
JOB EVERY DAY, HELP US PRESERVE THE HEALTH AND DIGNITY 
OF ALL WORKERS, 

TO BUSINESSES LARGE AND SMALL -- WE NEED THE 
CREATIVITY OF YOUR ENTERPRISE APPLIED DIRECTLY TO THIS 
NATIONAL PROBLEM, HELP US, 

AND THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE EDUCATORS -- YOUR WISDOM 
AND LEADERSHIP ARE INDISPENSABLE TO THIS CAUSE. 

FROM THE PULPITS OF THIS SPIRIT-FILLED LAND -- WE 
WOULD WELCOME YOUR REASSURING MESSAGE OF REDEMPTION AND 
FORGIVENESS AND OF HELPING ONE ANOTHER, 
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ON THE ATHLETIC FIELDS -- YOU MEN AND WOMEN ARE 
AMONG THE MOST BELOVED CITIZENS OF OUR COUNTRY, A 

CHILD'S EYES FILL WITH YOUR HEROIC ACHIEVEMENTS, FEW 

OF US CAN GIVE YOUNGSTERS SOMETHING AS SPECIAL AND 
STRONG TO LOOK UP TO AS YOU, PLEASE DON'T LET THEM 
DOWN, 

AND THIS CAMERA IN FRONT OF US -- IT's A REMINDER 
THAT IN NANCY's AND MY FORMER PROFESSION, AND IN THE 
NEWSROOMS AND PRODUCTION ROOMS OF OUR MEDIA CENTERS -­
YOU HAVE A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY WITH YOUR ENORMOUS 
INFLUENCE TO SEND ALARM SIGNALS ACROSS THE NATION, 

TO OUR FRIENDS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, WE KNOW MANY 
OF YOU ARE INVOLVED IN THIS BATTLE WITH US, WE NEED 
YOUR SUCCESS AS WELL AS OURS, 

WHEN WE ALL COME TOGETHER, UNITED -- STRIVING FOR 
THIS CAUSE~- THEN THOSE WHO ARE KILLING AMERICA AND 
TERRORIZING IT WITH SLOW BUT SURE CHEMICAL DESTRUCTION 
WILL SEE THAT THEY ARE UP AGAINST THE MIGHTIEST FORCE 
FOR GOOD THAT WE KNOW, THEN, THEY WILL HAVE NO DARK 
ALLEYWAYS TO HIDE IN, 

IN THIS CRUSADE, LET US NOT FORGET WHO WE ARE. 
DRUG ABUSE IS A REPUDIATION OF EVERYTHING AMERICA IS, 
THE DESTRUCTIVENESS AND HUMAN WRECKAGE MOCK OUR 
HERITAGE, 
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. THINK FOR A MOMENT HOW SPECIAL IT IS TO BE AN 
AMERICAN. CAN WE .DOUBT THAT ONLY A DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
PLACED THIS LAND, THIS ISLAND OF FREEDOM, HERE AS A 
REFUGE FOR ALL THOSE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WHO YEARN TO 
BREATHE FREE? 

THE REVOLUTION OUT OF WHICH OUR LIBERTY WAS 
CONCEIVED SIGNALED AN HISTORICAL CALL TO AN ENTIRE 
WORLD SEEKING HOPE. EACH NEW ARRIVAL OF IMMIGRANTS 
RODE THE CREST OF THAT HOPE, THEY CAME. , . MILLIONS 
SEEKING A SAFE HARBOR FROM THE OPPRESSION OF CRUEL 
REGIMES. THEY CAME, , , TO ESCAPE STARVATION AND 
DISEASE. THEY CAME .. , THOSE SURVIVING THE HOLOCAUST 
AND THE SOVIET GULAGS, THEY CAME, , . THE BOAT 
PEOPLE, CHANCING DEATH FOR EVEN A GLIMMER OF HOPE THAT 
THEY COULD HAVE A NEW LIFE, THEY ALL CAME TO TASTE THE 
AIR REDOLENT AND RICH WITH THE FREEDOM THAT IS OURS, 

WHAT AN INSULT IT WILL BE TO WHAT WE ARE -- AND 
WHENCE WE CAME -- IF WE DO NOT RISE UP TOGETHER IN 
DEFIANCE AGAINST THIS CANCER OF DRUGS, 

AND THERE'S ONE MORE THING, THE FREEDOM THAT SO 
MANY SEEK IN OUR LAND HAS NOT BEEN PRESERVED WITHOUT A 
PRICE. NANCY AND I SHARED THAT REMEMBRANCE 2 YEARS AGO 
AT THE NORMANDY AMERICAN CEMETERY IN FRANCE, 
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. IN THE STILL OF THAT JUNE AFTERNOON, WE WALKED 

TOGETHER AMONG THE SOLDIERS OF FREEDOM -- PAST THE 

HUNDREDS OF WHITE MARKERS WHICH ARE MONUMENTS TO 
COURAGE AND MEMORIALS TO SACRIFICE. 

TOO MANY OF THESE AND OTHER SUCH GRAVES ARE THE 
FINAL RESTING PLACES OF TEENAGERS -- WHO BECAME MEN IN 
THE ROAR OF BATTLE. 

LOOK WHAT THEY GAVE TO US WHO LIVE. NEVER WOULD 
THEY SEE ANOTHER SUNLIT DAY GLISTENING OFF A LAKE OR 
RIVER BACK HOME I I I OR MILES OF CORN PUSHING UP 
AGAINST THE OPEN SKY OF OUR PLAINS. THE PRISTINE AIR 
OF OUR MOUNTAINS AND THE DRIVING ENERGY OF OUR CITIES 
ARE THEIRS NO MORE. NOR WOULD THEY EVER AGAIN BE A SON 
TO THEIR PARENTS OR A FATHER TO THEIR OWN CHILDREN. 

THEY DID THIS FOR YOU -- FOR ME -- FOR A NEW 
GENERATION TO CARRY OUR DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENT PROUDLY 
FORWARD. WELL, THAT's SOMETHING I THINK WE'RE OBLIGED 
TO HONOR, BECAUSE WHAT THEY DID FOR US MEANS THAT WE 
OWE AS A SIMPLE ACT OF CIVIC STEWARDSHIP TO USE OUR 
FREEDOM WISELY FOR THE COMMON GOOD. 
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AS WE MOBILIZE FOR THIS NATIONAL CRUSADE -- I'M 
MINDFUL THAT DRUGS ARE A CONSTANT TEMPTATION FOR 
MILLIONS, PLEASE REMEMBER THIS WHEN YOUR COURAGE IS 
TESTED: YOU ARE AMERICANS, YOU ARE THE PRODUCT OF THE 
FREEST SOCIETY MANKIND HAS EVER KNOWN, NO ONE --
EVER -- HAS THE RIGHT TO DESTROY YOUR DREAMS AND 
SHATTER YOUR LIFE, 

RIGHT DOWN THE END OF THIS HALL IS THE LINCOLN 
BEDROOM, BUT IN THE CIVIL WAR, THAT ROOM WAS THE ONE 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN USED AS HIS OFFICE, MEMORY FILLS 
THAT ROOM -- AND MORE THAN ANYTHING, THAT MEMORY DRIVES 
US TO SEE VIVIDLY WHAT PRESIDENT LINCOLN SOUGHT TO 
SAVE. ABOVE ALL, IT IS THAT AMERICA MUST STAND FOR 
SOMETHING, AND THAT OUR HERITAGE LETS US STAND WITH A 
STRENGTH OF CHARACTER MADE MORE STEELY BY EACH LAYER OF 
CHALLENGE PRESSED UPON THE NATION, 

WE AMERICANS HAVE NEVER BEEN MORALLY NEUTRAL 
AGAINST ANY FORM OF TYRANNY, [PAUSE] TONIGHT, WE ARE 
ASKING NO MORE THAN THAT WE HONOR WHAT WE HAVE BEEN AND 
WHAT WE ARE BY STANDING TOGETHER, 

MRS, REAGAN: 

/ NOW WE GO ON TO THE NEXT STEP -- MAKING A FULL 
COMMITMENT THAT WE WILL NOT TOLERATE DRUGS ANY WHERE, 
ANY TIME, ANY PLACE, SO, WON'T YOU JOIN US IN THIS 
GREAT NEW NATIONAL CRUSADE, 


