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MRS. REAGAN'S REMARKS
ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES LUNCHEON
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

October 31, 1986

-- FIRST, LET ME SAY HOW GRATEFUL I AM TO THE ACADEMY FOR
PUTTING TOGETHER THIS TWC-DAY CONFERFNCE ON DRUG ABUSE. AND
SECOND, LET ME SAY HOW DELIGHTED I AM THAT YOU'VE ALLOWED ME TO
BE A PART OF IT. TI'LL BE HAPPY TO TAKE ANY OF YOUR QUESTIONS
FOLLOWING MY REMARKS,

-- WE OFTEN HFAR THE TERMS -- THE TELEVISION ARTS, THE
CINEMATIC ARTS -- AND WHAT I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU ABOUT TCDAY IS
YOUR RESPONSIDILITY NOT ONLY AS ARTISTS BUT AS CITIZENS. I WANT
TO TALK ABOUT THAT RESPONSIEILITY IN REGARD TO DRUG ABUSE AMONG
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. I HAVE COME HERE TODAY TOQO SHARE THOUGHTS,
FEARS AND HOPES WITH YOU.

-- I'M SURE YOU'VE HEARD THIS REFCFE, BUT IT'S TRUE -- KIDS
ARE VERY VULNERARLE TO THE PCWER CF SUGGESTION AND THAT'S.EXACTLY
WHERE TELEVISICM IS SUPREME. THAT MEANE TELEVISICN CAN HAVE A
POCSITIVE INFLUENCE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE OR IT CAN HAVE A NEGATIVE
INFLUENCE. RUT TO SAY TELEVISION FAS LITTLE OR MO INFLUENCF TS
NEGLIGFNT, IF NOT CECEITFUL.

-— I THINK YOU WCULD BE SHAKEN BY WHAT YOUNG PEOPLFE
STRUGGLING TC RFCOVER FPOM DRUGS SAY ABCUT THE ENTERTAINMENT
TNDUSTRY. THEY FEEL VEPY STRONGILY AEOUT HOLLYWOCD'S PORTRAYFL CF
DRUGS. THEY BELIEVE HOLILYWCOD'S TREATMENT OF DRUGS FAS REEN
FRIVOLCUS, MISTAKEN AND DANGEROUS. HCW MANY TIMES I1'VE WISHED
THAT SOME OF YCU WERF WITKF ME TC HEAR THEM YOURSELVES.

-~ LET ME EXPLAIN WFY TFEY FEEL TFIS WAY.
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-- AS I'M SURE YOU KNOW, F. SCOTT FITZGERALD SPENT THE LAST
YEARS OF HIS LIFE HERE IN HOLLYWOOD. WHEN HE WAS TRYING TO CCPE
WITH HIS ALCOHCIISM AND HIS DISAPPOINTMENTS AND HIS WIFE'S MENTAL
BREAKDOWNS, HE WROTF CNE OF THE SADDEST SENTENCES I THINK I'VE
FEVER READ. HE WROTE, "I LEFT MY CAPACITY FOR HOPING ON THE
LITTLE ROADS THAT LED TO ZEIDA'S SANITARIUM."

~--= WELL, TAKE THAT HOPELESSNESS AND MULTIPLY IT BY THE
CONFUSION CF BREING YOUNG, AND TFEN MAYBE YOU COME CLOSE TO
EXYPLAINING WEHAT DRUG ABUSE DOES TO THE SPIRIT OF OUR CHILDREN.

-- YOU, RETTER THFAN MOST, UNDERSTAND TPE MEANING OF
TRAGEDY. YOU OFTEN CREATE IT FRCM YCUR IMAGINATIONS. DRUGS, ON
THE OTEER HAND, CRFATE TRAGEDY FROM LIFE JTSELF. I RECENTLY
RECEIVED A VERY MOVING LETTER FFROM A WOMAN IN THE SOUTHWEST. HER
PAIN AND LCSS BURNS THROUGH EVERY WORLC SHE WRITES, AND I'D LIKE
TO READ PART OF HER LETTER TO YOU.

"DFAR MRS. REAGAl,

I CAN'T SLEEP, I MISS MY SCON. HE DIED OF A MASSIVE

OVERDOSE OF HEPQIN., HE WAS 14 YEARS OLD. HE HAD A

25TH BIRTHDAY LAST WILFF; BUT HF WASN'T HERE; HF MISSED

COMING ARCIND ON MCTHER'S DAY, TCC. MY OTHER FIVE

CHILDREN WFFI FFPF, BUT™ A PART OF MY HEART WAS MISSINC...

DAVID USED TC M7SS OTHFP MOTHER'S CAYS AND BIRTHDAYS,

MINE AND HIS; ANC I WOULD PF HURT AND I WCULD BE ANGPY AT

HIM Ti_ 1 _{™ "TME HE SHCWED UP ~-- HE AIWAYS CAME BY LATER,
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WHEN HE WAS BROKE OR HUNGRY, AND I GUESS, MAYBE JUST

NEEDED TO KNOW THAT I WAS THERE AND THAT I CARED.

THIS YEAR I COULDN'T BE ANGRY. ALL I COULD DO WAS GO

TO EIM WITH FLOWERS AT THE CEMETARY. I'D RATHER HAVE

BEEN ANGRY THAN TO HAVE HIM GONE AND NEVER GET TO TELL

HIM...I LOVE HIM,

PLEASE LET ME KNOW HOW I CAN HELP...PLEASE HELP ME TO

KEEP CTHER MOTHERS FROM HURTING FROM SUCH NEEDLESS

DEATHS...PLEASE, I'D LIKE TO TALK TO PEOPLE, TO YOUNG

SCHOOL KIDS, TO ANYBCDY...I NEED TO DO SOMETHING. I MISS

MY SON."

== AS YOU CAN TELL, THIS MOTHER DESPERATELY NEEDS TO DO
SOMETHING SO TEHAT THIS TRAGEDY DOESN'T WEIGH SO HEAVILY ON HEFR
LIFE. SHE NEEDS TO DO SCOMETHING AS THERAPY FOR FER SON'S DEATH.
THE QUEESTION IS WEAT DO WE NFEFD TC DO? AND, MCRE SPECIFICAILY,
WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS ARTISTS AND AS CITIZEWS?

--—- ONE PROBLEM IN DEALINC WITH TELEVISION AND DRUGS IS THE
MATTER OF CENSCRSHIP. FIRST OF ALL, NO ONE IS ADVOCATING
CENSORSHIP. RUT THE SCPEEN ARTS ARE VASTLY MCRE POWERFUL THAN
THE TRADITICNAL ARTS. THEERE'S NO COMPARISON IN TFEMS OF REACH
AND INFLUENCE AND REPETITICN OF MESSAGES. THE AVEPAGE CHILD
WATCHES 27 EQURS OI" TETLFVISTIOM A WEEK.

-— TWO RECENT STUDIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND JCURNAL OF
MEDICINE INI ATE HCOW STRCNG TELEVISION'S SUGGESTIVE POWER CAN

BE. RESEARCHERS HAVF FOUND THAT TV COVERAGE OF SUICIDE, EITHER
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IN NEWS REPORTS OR IN FICTIONAL PRESENTATIONS, TRIGGERS AN
INCREASE IN THE NUMPRER OF TEENAGERS WHO KILL THEMSELVES. THOSE
KINDS OF FINDINGS CAN'T BE IGNORED.

-~ TELEVISION AND MOVIES ARLC RESPONSIRLE FOR EVERYTHING
FROM FADS IN FASHICN, SUCH AS THE DON JOHNSON LOOK, TO FADS IN
SPEECH AND DANCE AND EVERYTHING ELSE. HOLLYWOOD CAN'T SAY, YES,
WE HAVE THE POWER TO INFLUENCE WHAT CLOTHES A YOUNG PERSON WEARS,
BUT NOT THE POWEPR TO INFLUENCE WHAT THAT PERSON THINKS ABOUT
DRUGS.

-~ YOU HAVE THFE ARILITY TO INFLUENCE PECPLE. YOU CAN USE
THAT POWER TO DISMISS THE DANGERS OF DRUGS, OR YOU CAN USE IT TO
FELP OUR YOUNG PECPIF SAY NO TO DRUGS. 1I'M NOT FOR ONE SECOND
SUGGFSTING HOW YOU OUGHT TO WFITE, ACT, PRODUCE OR DIRECT. WHAT
I'M ASKING IS THMT YCU NOT COLLABORATE IN THE ILLUSION THAT DRUGS
ARE FUN; THAT DRUGE ~RE MERELY A CASUAL, SCCTALLY ACCEPTARLE PART
OF LIVING; THAT DRUGS CAN BE ERSTLY HANDLED SO ONE NEED NEVER
FEAR ADDICTION.

-- THAT'S WHAT I'M ASKING FCR; WHAT I'M HOPING FOR IN
ADDITICN IS THAT SCIME OF YOU WILL AJ.SO LEAD TFE WAY IN PRESENTING
CHARACTERS WFC FIRMLY REJECT DRUGS TN ANY FCRM. WITH YOUR HELP,
I RELIEVE WE CAN STFADILY, PFRSISTENTLY, IMAGINATIVELY BEGIN TO
MAKF AN IMPRESSIC' N YOUNG MINDS. ALL I'M TRYING TO DO IS FEACH
QUT TC YOU, BECAUSEF YC! CAN HETP RPFMOVE OUR CHILDREN, YCUR OWN

i, ..0M DENCFR,



Mrs. Reagar's Remarks
Academy of Arts and Sciences
Page 5

== OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS, I HONESTLY BELIEVE
TELEVISION HAS TURNED THE CORNER AND BECOME AN ALLY IN OUR
BATTLE. TODAY THE TELEVISION INDUSTRY HAS NO MAJOR APCIOGIES TO
MAKE FOR TEE WAY IT DFALS WITH DRUG ABUSE. ITS DEPICTION OF
DRUGS IS MORE SEPICUS, MORE REAILISTIC AND MORE CONCERNED.

-== THAT DPOLSN'T MEAN I DON'T BELIFVE THERE CAN'T BE
IMPRCVEMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, NO SOONER PO SOME CHARACTERS WALK
ONTO THE SCREEN THAN THEY'RE OFFERING SCMEONE A DRINK OR POURING
ONE FOR THEMSELVES. THAT'S AN UNCREATIVE WAY TO GET A CHARACTER
FROM ONE SIDE OF TEE ROCM TO THE OTHER.

-—- THE MOVIE INDUSTRY'S PROGRESS ISN'T AS FAR ALONG IN MANY
INSTANCES. SUSAN NFWMAN, WHOM I'M SURE YOU KNOW, RAISES A VERY
INTERESTING QUESTION ARCUT THE MOVIE, "DESPERATELY SEEKING
SUSAN." SHE ASKS WFY LITTLE KIDS WENT TO SFE IT. AND SHE
ANSWERS, "BECAUSE CF MADONNA. AND WKAT DID THEY SEE MADONNA
DOING THROUGHOUT THE MOVIE? SMOKING MARIJUANA."

~= MY EUSBAND AMI T THOUGHT "SEORT CIRCUIT" WAS VERY FUNNY,
EXCEPT FOR THE SCENE ABOUT THE EILDERLY COUPLE WITH THF PCT IN
THEIR GLOVE COMPBRTMENT. SOME SAY IT WAS A ESILLY I.ITTLE JOKE
THAT T.ACTED 10 SFCCMNDS. T SAY TT VWAS A GRATUITCUS SCENF, NCT
NFEDELC, AND WFKElL VOU'VE SEEN WHAT I'VE SEFN IT'S SIMPLY NOT
FUNNY.

-- WITH POWEF CCMES RESPONSTRIILITY. AND THAT IS TRUE
-2 YOU WTELD TEAT POWER IN POLITICS, TN BUSINESS CR IN THE

TEI.EVISION ARTSE. YCUR ART DCFS NOT FREE YOU FROM ACCOUNTARILITY.
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=~ AND NEITHER ARE YCU FREED FROM ACCOUNTABILITY AS AN
INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN. DRUG USE IS A MORAL TSSUE BECAUSE IT
DESTRCYS AND IT MAIMS YOUNG LIVES. AND AS I'VE SAID BEFORE, YOU
CAN'T SEPRRATF PCLITE DRUG USE AT A CFIC L.A. PARTY FROM DRUG USE
IN A BACK ALLEY SOMEWHERE. THEY'RE MORALLY EQUAL.,

-~ WHEN AN ADULT BUYS DRUGS, HIS RESPONSIBILITY DOESN'T
SIMPLY STOP THERE. THAT ADULT IS ANSWERABLE FOR THE CRIMES OF
THE DRUG PRODUCERS. THE BUYER IS PART CF THE CHAIN OF VIOLENCE
AND ILLEGALITY. DRUC PRODUCERS KILL AND TORTURE LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS OR ANYCNE ELSE WHO STAND IN THEIR WAY. THEY MURDER,
THEY BRIBE, THEY EXTORT, AND THE PERSON WHC BUYS DRUGS IS
INVOLVED. DRUG PRCCUCERS FINANCE THE DEATH AND DESTRUCTION OF
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WITHOUT A FLICKER OF CONSCIENCE. AND THE ADULT
WHO FATTENS THE DRUG PRCDUCERS WALLETS IS PAYING WITH BLOOD
MONEY .,

-- I RELIEVE EVEN IF YOU JUST ACCEPT DRUG USE, YOU ARE
INVOLVED. RBY ACCEPTING CRUG USE, YOU ACCEPT A PPACTICE THAT IS
DESTROYING LIVES. I BELTEVE YOU HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO BE
INTOLERANT OF DRUG USE AMYWHERE, AMYTIME, BY ANYBODY. YOU HAVFE
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF FCRCING THE ISSUE TO THE IQINT OF MAKING
OTHERS UNCOMFCRTABLE AND YOURSELF UNPCPULAR.

-~ I WAS INTFRVTEWED BY A MAGAZINE RFPORTER WHC TOLD ME OF
A DINNER SFE'D ATTENDED WHERE COCATMF WAS PASSED OUT. SHE FEI.T
U1 iRIE, BL. EFE LIDN'T DO ANYTHING. CSHE SHCULD HAVE --

SHE SHOULD HAVE GOTTFN UP, TCLD THE PEOPLE WHAT SHE THCUGHT AND



