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MRS. REAGAN'S REMARKS 
ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES LUNCHEON 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

October 31, 1986 

FIRST, LET ME SAY HOW GRATEFUL I AM TO THE ACADEMY FOR 

PUTTING TOGETHER THIS TWO-DAY CONFERENCE ON DRUG ABUSE. AND 

SECOND, LET ME SAY HOW DELIGHTED I AM THAT YOU'VE ALLOWED ME TO 

BE A PART OF IT. I'LL BE HAPPY TO TAKE ANY OF YOUR QUESTIONS 

FOLLOWING MY REMARKS. 

WE OFTEN HEAR THE TERMS -- THE TELEVISION ARTS, THE 

CINEMATIC ARTS -- AND WHAT I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU ABOUT TODAY IS 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY NOT ONLY AS ARTISTS BUT AS CITIZENS. I WANT 

TO TALK ABOUT THAT RESPONSIBILITY IN REGARD TO DRUG ABUSE AMONG 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. I HAVE COME HERE TODAY TO SH~RE THOUGHTS, 

FEARS AND HOPES WITH YOU. 

I'M SURE YOU'VE HEARD THIS BEFORE, BUT IT'S TRUE -- KIDS 

ARE VERY VULNERABLE TO THE POWER OF SUGGESTION AND THAT'S EXACTLY 

WHERE TELEVISION IS SUPREME. THAT MEANS TELEVISION CAN HAVE A 

POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE OR IT CAN HAVE A NEGATIVE 

INFLUENCE. BUT TO SAY TELEVISION HAS LITTLE OR NO INFLUENCE IS 

NEGLIGENT, IF NOT DECEITFUL. 

I THINK YOU WOULD BE SHAKEN BY WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE 

STRUGGLING TO RECOVER FROM DRUGS SAY ABOUT THE ENTERTAINMENT 

INDUSTRY. THEY FEEL VERY STRONGLY ABOUT HOLLYWOOD'S PORTRAYEL OF 

DRUGS. THEY BELIEVE HOLLYWOOQ'S TREATMENT OF DRUGS HAS BEEN 

FRIVOLOUS, MISTAKEN AND DANGEROUS. HOW MANY TIMES I'VE WISHED 

THAT SOME OF YOU WERE WITH ME TO HEAR THEM YOURSELVES. 

LET ME EXPLAIN WHY THEY FEEL THIS WAY. 
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AS I'M SURE YOU KNOW, F. SCOTT FITZGERALD SPENT THE LAST 

YEARS OF HIS LIFE HERE IN BOLLYWOOD. WHEN HE WAS TRYING TO COPE 

WITH HIS ALCOHOLISM AND HIS DISAPPOINTMENTS AND HIS WIFE'S MENTAL 

BREAKDOWNS, HE WROTE ONE OF THE SADDEST SENTENCES I THINK I'VE 

EVER READ. HE WPOTE, "I LEFT MY CAPACITY FOR HOPING ON THE 

LITTLE ROADS THAT LED TO ZEI.D1''S SANITARIUM." 

WELL, TAKE THAT HOPELESSNESS AND MULTIPLY IT BY THE 

CONFUSION OF BEING YOUNG, AND THEN MAYBE YOU COME CLOSE TO 

EXPLAINING WHAT DRUG ABUSE DOES TO THE SPIRIT OF OUR CHILDREN. 

YOU, BETTER THAN MOST, UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF 

TRAGEDY. YOU OFTEN CREATE IT FROM YOUR IMA.GINATIONS. DRUGS, ON 

THE OTHER HAND, CREATE TRAGEDY FROM LIFE ITSELF. I RECENTLY 

RECEIVED A VERY MOVING LETTER FROM A WOMAN IN THE SOUTHWEST. HER 

PAIN AND LOSS BURNS THROUGH EVERY WORD SHE WRITES, AND I'D LIKE 

TO READ PART OF HER LETTER TO YOU. 

"DEAR MRS. REAGAN, 

I CAN'T SLEEP, I MISS MY SON. HE DIED OF A MASSIVE 

OVERDOSE OF HEROIN. HE WAS 24 YEARS OLD. HE HAD A 

25TH BIRTHDAY LAST WEEK: BUT HE WASN'T HERE; HE MISSED 

COMING AROUND ON MOTHER'S DAY, TOO. MY OTHER FIVE 

CHILDREN WERE HERE, BUT A PAFT OF MY HEART WAS MISSING ••• 

DAVID USED TO MISS OTHER MOTHER'S DAYS AND BIRTHDAYS, 

MINE AND HIS: AND I WOULD BE HURT AND I WOULD BE ANGRY AT 

HIM THE NEXT TIME HE SHOWED UP -- HE ALWAYS CAME BY LATER, 
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WHEN HE WAS BROKE OR HUNGRY, AND I GUESS, MAYBE JUST 

NEEDED TO KNOW THAT I WAS THERE AND THAT I CARED. 

THIS YEAR I COULDN'T BE ANGRY. ALL I COULD DO WAS GO 

TO HIM WITH FLOWERS AT THE CEMETARY. I'D RATHER HAVE 

BEEN ANGRY THAN TO HAVE HIM GONE AND NEVER GET TO TELL 

HIM .•. I LOVE HIM. 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW HOW I CAN HELP .•• PLEASE HELP ME TO 

KEEP OTHER MOTHERS FROM HURTING FROM SUCH NEEDLESS 

DEATHS ••• PLEASE, I'D LIKE TO TALK TO PEOPLE, TO YOUNG 

SCHOOL KIDS, TO ANYBODY .•• ! NEED TO DO SOMETHING. I MISS 

MY SON." 

AS YOU CAN TELL, THIS MOTHER DESPERATELY NEEDS TO DO 

SOMETHING SO THAT THIS TRAGEDY DOESN'T WEIGH SO HEAVILY ON HER 

LIFE. SHE NEEDS TO DO SOMETHING AS THERAPY FOR HER SON'S DEATH. 

THE QUESTION IS WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO? AND, MORE SPECIFICALLY, 

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS ARTISTS AND AS CITIZENS? 

ONE PROBLEM IN DEALING WITH TELEVISION AND DRUGS IS THE 

MATTER OF CENSORSHIP. FIRST OF ALL, NO ONE IS ADVOCATING 

CENSORSHIP. BUT THE SCREEN ARTS ARE VASTLY MORE POWERFUL THAN 

THE TRADITIONAL ARTS. THERE'S NO COMPARISON IN TERMS OF REACH 

AND INFLUENCE AND REPETITION OF MESSAGES. THE AVERAGE CHILD 

WATCHES 27 HOURS OF TELEVISION A WEEK. 

TWO RECENT STUDIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF 

MEDICINE INDICATE HOW STRONG TELEVISION'S SUGGESTIVE POWER CAN 

BE. RESEARCHERS HAVE FOUND TFAT TV COVERAGE OF SUICIDE, EITHER 
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IN NEWS REPORTS OR IN FICTIONAL PRESENTATIONS, TRIGGERS AN 

INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF TEENAGERS WHO KILL THEMSELVES. THOSE 

KINDS OF FINDINGS CAN'T BE IGNORED. 

TELEVISION AND MOVIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERYTHING 

FROM FADS IN FASHION, SUCH AS THE DON JOHNSON LOOK, TO FADS IN 

SPEECH AND DANCE AND EVERYTHING ELSE. HOLLYWOOD CAN'T SAY, YES, 

WE HAVE THE POWER TO INFLUENCE WHAT CLOTHES A YOUNG PERSON WEARS, 

BUT NOT THE POWER TO INFLUENCE WHAT THAT PERSON THINKS ABOUT 

DRUGS. 

YOU HAVE THE ABILITY TO INFLUENCE PEOPLE. YOU CAN USE 

THAT POWER TO DISMISS THE DANGERS OF DRUGS, OR YOU CAN USE IT TO 

HELP OUR YOUNG PEOPLE SAY NO TO DRUGS. I'M NOT FOR ONE SECOND 

SUGGF.STING HOW YOU OUGHT TO WRITE, ACT, PRODUCE OR DIRECT. WHAT 

I'M ASKING IS THAT YOU NOT COLLABORATE IN THE ILLUSION THAT DRUGS 

ARE FUN; THAT DRUGS ARE MERELY A CASUAL, SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE PART 

OF LIVING; THAT DRUGS CAN BE EASILY HANDLED SO ONE NEED NEVER 

FEAR ADDICTION. 

THAT'S WHAT I'M ASKING FOR; WHAT I'M HOPING FOR IN 

ADDITION IS THAT SOME OF YOU WILL ALSO LEAD THE WAY IN PRESENTING 

CHARACTERS WHO FIRMLY REJECT DRUGS IN ANY FORM. WITH YOUR HELP, 

I BELIEVE WE CAN STEADILY, PERSISTENTLY, IMAGINATIVELY BEGIN TO 

MAKE AN IMPRESSION ON YOUNG MINDS. ALL I'M TRYING TO DO IS REACH 

OUT TO YOU, BECAUSE YOU CAN HELP REMOVE OUR CHILDREN, YOUR OWN 

CHILDREN, FROM DANGER. 
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OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS, I HONESTLY BELIEVE 

TELEVISION HAS TURNED THE CORNER AND BECOME AN ALLY IN OUR 

BATTLE. TODAY THE TELEVISION INDUSTRY HAS NO MAJOR APOLOGIES TO 

MAKE FOR THE WAY IT DEALS WITH DRUG ABUSE. ITS DEPICTION OF 

DRUGS IS MORE SERIOUS, MORE REALISTIC AND MORE CONCERNED. 

THAT DOESN'T MEAN I DON'T BELIEVE THERE CAN'T BE 

IMPROVEMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, NO SOONER DO SOME CHARACTERS WALK 

ONTO THE SCREEN THAN THEY'RE OFFERING SOMEONE A DRINK OR POURING 

ONE FOR THEMSELVES. THAT'S AN UNCREATIVE WAY TO GET A CHARACTER 

FROM ONE SIDE OF THE ROOM TO THE OTHER. 

THE MOVIE INDUSTRY'S PROGFESS ISN'T AS FAR ALONG IN MANY 

INSTANCES. SUSAN NEWMAN, WHOM I'M SURE YOU KNOW, RAISES A VERY 

INTERESTING QUESTION ABOUT THE MOVIE, "DESPERATELY SEEKING 

SUSAN." SHE ASKS WRY LITTLE KIDS WENT TO SEE IT. AND SHE 

ANSWERS, "BECAUSE OF MADONNA. AND WHAT DID THEY SEE MADONNA 

DOING THROUGHOUT THE MOVIE? SMOKING MARIJUANA." 

MY HUSBAND AND I THOUGHT "SHORT CIRCUIT" WAS VERY FUNNY, 

EXCEPT FOR THE SCENE ABOUT THE ELDERLY COUPLE WITH THE POT IN 

THEIR GLOVE COMPARTMENT. SOME SAY IT WAS A SILLY LITTLE JOKE 

THAT LASTED 10 SECONDS. I SAY IT WAS A GRATUITOUS SCENE, NOT 

NEEDED, AND WHEN YOU'VE SEEN WHAT I'VE SEEN IT'S SIMPLY NOT 

FUNNY. 

WITH POWER COMES RESPONSIBILITY. AND THAT IS TRUE 

WHETHER YOU WIELD THAT POWER IN POLITICS, JN BUSINESS OR IN THE 

TELEVISION ARTS. YOUR ART DOES NOT FREE YOU FROM ACCOUNTABILITY. 
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AND NEITHER ARE YOU FREED FROM ACCOUNTABILITY AS AN 

INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN. DRUG USE IS A MORAL ISSUE BECAUSE IT 

DESTROYS ~ND IT MAIMS YOUNG LIVES . AND AS I'VE SAID BEFORE, YOU 

CAN'T SEPARATE POLITE DRUG USE AT A CHIC L.A. PARTY FROM DRUG USE 

IN A BACK ALLEY SOMEWHERE. THEY'RE MORALLY EQUAL. 

WHEN AN ADULT BUYS DRUGS, HIS RESPONSIBILITY DOESN'T 

SIMPLY STOP THERE. THAT ADULT IS ANSWERABLE FOR THE CRIMES OF 

THE DRUG PRODUCERS. THE BUYER IS PART OF THE CHAIN OF VIOLENCE 

AND ILLEGALITY. DRUG PRODUCERS KILL AND TORTURE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS OR ANYONE ELSE WHO STAND IN THEIR WAY. THEY MURDER, 

THEY BRIBE, THEY EXTORT, AND THE PERSON WHO BUYS DRUGS IS 

INVOLVED. DRUG PRODUCERS FINANCE THE DEATH AND DESTRUCTION OF 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WITHOUT A FLICKER OF CONSCIENCE. AND THE ADULT 

WHO FATTENS THE DRUG PRODUCERS WALLETS IS PAYING WITH BLOOD 

l<:ONEY. 

I BELIEVE EVEN IF YOU JUST ACCEPT DRUG USE, YOU ARE 

INVOLVED. BY ACCEPTING DRUG USE, YOU ACCEPT A PRACTICE THAT IS 

DESTROYING LIVES. I BELIEVE YOU HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO BE 

INTOLERANT OF DRUG USE ANYWHERE, ANYTIME, BY ANYBODY. YOU HAVE 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF FOFCING THE ISSUE TO THE POINT OF MAKING 

OTHERS UNCOMFORTABLE AND YOURSELF UNPOPULAR. 

I WAS INTERVIEWED BY A MAGAZINE REPORTER WHO TOLD ME OF 

A DINNER SHE'D ATTENDED WHERE COCAINE WAS PASSED OUT. SHE FELT 

UNCOMFORTABLE, BUT SHE DIDN'T DO ANYTHING. SHE SHOULD HAVE 

SHE SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN UP, TOLD THE PEOPLE WHAT SHE THOUGHT AND 
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LEFT. BY STAYING, SHE GAVE TACIT APPROVAL -- NOT JUST TO THE 

DRUG USE, BUT TO ALL THE CRIMES AND PAIN DRUGS CAUSED ON THEIR 

WAY TO THAT TABLE. 

THIS IS A MORAL ISSUE AND YOU HAVE TO TAKE A STAND. YOU 

CAN'T WEAKLY LOOK THE OTHER WAY. YOU CAN'T PRETEND THERE ARE NO 

CONSEQUENCES TO DRUG USE. YOU CAN'T HIDE BEHIND THE IDEA THAT 

DRUGS DON'T HURT ANYONE BUT THOSE WHO USE THEM. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOU ARE CREATIVE PEOPLE. YOU ARE 

THE NATURAL ENEMIES OF DRUGS BECAUSE DRUGS KILL CREATIVITY. THEY 

KILL THE EMOTIONS; THEY KILL THE INTELLECT. THEY KILL 

EVERYTHING YOU REPRESENT. 

I HOPE YOU ARE HERE TODAY BECAUSE YOU ARE CONCERNED 

ABOUT DRUG ABUSE. AND I WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE PROGRESS YOUR 

INDUSTRY HAS MADE. I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR WHAT YOU'RE NOW 

DOING. BUT WE CANNOT LET UP OUR PRESSURE. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING ONCE SAID, "HE WffO PASSIVELY ACCEPTS 

EVIL IS AS MUCH INVOLVED AS HE WHO HELPS TO PERPETRATE IT." I 

CAME HERE TODAY WITH A PLEA TO YOU TO BE PASSIVE NO LONGER. I 

CAME WITH A PLEA TO HELP ME FIGHT DRUG ABUSE. 

# # # 
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FIRST, LET ME SAY HOW GRATEFUL I AM TO THE ACADEMY FOR 

PUTTING TOGETHER THIS TWO-DAY CONFERF.NCE ON DRUG ABUSE. AND 

SECOND, LET ME SAY HOW DELIGHTED I AM THAT YOU'VE ALLOWED ~E TO 

BE A PART OF IT. ~'LL BE HAPPY TO TAKE /l.NY OF YOUR QUESTIONS 

FOLLOWING ~y REMARKS. 

WE OFTEN HF.AR THE TERMS -- THE TELEVISION ARTS, THE 

CINEMI\TIC ARTS -- AND WHAT I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU ABOUT TODAY IS 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY NOT ONLY AS ARTIS~S BUT AS CITIZENS. I WANT 

TO TALK ABOUT TRAT RESPONSIBILITY IN REGARD TO DRUG ABUSE AMONG 

OUR YOL~~G PEOPLE. T P.AVE COME HERE TODAY TO SH~RE THOUGHTS, 

FEARS AND HOPES WITH YOU. 

I'M SUP~ YOU'VE HEAPD THIS FEFOF.E, BUT IT'S TRUE -- KIDS 

ARE VEP.Y VULNERABLE TO THE POWER CF SUGGESTION AND THAT'S EXACTLY 

WHFRE TELEVISIO!-J IS SUPFEME. THAT MEANS TELEVISION CAN HAVE A 

POSITIVE Il'-:FLUENCE ON OUR YOUNG PEOF'LE OR IT CAN HAVE A NEGA'J'I'TE 

INFLUENCE. BUT TO SAY TELEVISION RAS LITTLR OR NO INFLUENCF IS 

NEGLIGFN'!', IF NO~ DECEITFUL. 

I THINK YOU WCULD BE SHAKEN BY WHAT YOPNG PEOPLF. 

STRUGGLING TO RFCOVER FPOM DRUGS S1' Y ABOUT THE E!-!TERTAINMEN':' 

INDUSTRY. TP.EY FEEL ~.rF-PY STRONGLY AEOUT HOLLYWOOD'S PORTRAYFL CF 

DF.UC:S. '!'HEY BELIEVE HOLI.YW00I:''S TREATMENT OF DRUGS HAS BEEN 

FRIVOLOUS, MIS'T.'AJ<'EN AND DANGEROUS. HOW ~.P-.t-1Y TIMES I' VE WISHED 

TEAT SOME OF YCC v:F.RF. WITH ME 'J'O HEAR THE~1 YOURSELVFS. 

LET ME EXPLAIN WHY '!"PEY FEEL 'J'HIS WAY. 
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AS I'M SURE YOU KNOW, F. SCOTT FITZGERALD SPENT THE LAST 

YEARS OF HIS LIFE HERE IN FOLLYWOOD. WHEN HE WAS TRYING TO COPE 

WITH HIS ALCOHCLISM AND HIS DISAPPOINTMENTS AND HIS WIFE'S MENTAL 

BREAKDO'WNS, HE WROTF C'NE OF THE SADDEST SENTENCES I THINK I'VE 

EVER READ. HE WPOTE, "I LEF'!' MY CAPACITY FOR HOPING ON THE 

LITTLE ROADS THAT LED TO ZEI,Dl< 'S SANITARIUM." 

WELL, TAKE THAT HOPELESSNESS AND MULTIPLY IT BY THE 

CONFUSION OF FEING YOUNG, AND THEN MAYBE YOU COME CLOSE TO 

EXPLAINING WEAT DRUG ABUSE DOES TO THE SPIRIT OF OUR CHILDREN. 

YOU, FETTER ~FAN MOST, UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF 

TRAGEDY. YOU OFTEN CREATE IT FROM YOUR IMAGINATIONS. DRUGS, ON 

THE OTHER HAND, CFFliTE TRAGEDY FROM LIFE ITSELF. I RECENTLY 

RECEIVED A VERY MOVING LETTER FFOM A WOMAN IN THE SOUTHWEST. HER 

PAIN AND LCSS BURNS THROVGH EVERY WORD SHE WRITES, AND I'D LIKE 

TO READ PART OF HER LET~ER TO YOU. 

"DFP..F MRS. REAGAfJ, 

I CAN'T SLEEP, I M~SS 't/Y SON. HE DIED OF A MASSIVE 

OVERDOSE OF HEPCIN. HE Wl-.S ~ 4 YEARS OLD. HE Hl-.D A 

25TH BIRTHDAY LAST WF.F'F'; BHT HF. WASN'T HERE; HF. MISSED 

COMING AFCTJ~D ON MOTHER'S DAY, TOC. MY OTHER FIVE 

CHILDREN wr.:rr-: FF"PF, BP'l' A PAFT OF MY HEAPT WAS MISSING ••. 

DAVID USED T0 ~JSS OTFFQ ~OTHER'S CAYS AND BIRTHDAYS, 

~INE AND u~ c-- • r - ....,, , n~t I WOtJ;,D ?F P.URT AND I WOULD BE ANGP.Y AT 

EIM THE NEX'l' ,.,~,_,E HE SHOWEC GP -- HE l-I~AYS CAME BY Lll.TER, 
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WHEN HE WAS BROKE OR HUNGRY, AND I GUESS, MAYBE JUST 

NEEDED TO KNOW THAT I WAS THERE AND THAT I CARED. 

THIS YEAR I COULDN'T BE ANGRY. ALL I COULD DO WAS GO 

TO HIM WITH FLOWERS AT THE CEMETARY. I'D RATHER HAVE 

BEEN ANGRY THAN TO HAVE HIM GONE AND NEVER GET TO TELL 

HIM .•• I LOVE HIM. 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW HOW I CAN HELP .•• PLEASE HELP ME TO 

KEEP OTHER MOTHERS FROM HURTING FROM SUCH NEEDLESS 

DEATHS ••• PLEASE, I'D LIKE TO TALK TO PEOPLE, TO YOUNG 

SCHOOL KIDS, TO ANYBODY .•• ! NEED TO DO SOMETHING. I MISS 

MY SON." 

AS YOU CAN TELL, THIS MOTHER DESPERATELY NEEDS TO DO 

SOMETHING SO THAT THIS TRAGEDY DOESN'T WEIGH SO HEAVILY ON HEF 

LIFE. SHE NEEDS TO DO SOMETHING AS THERAPY FOP. HER SON'S DEATH. 

THE QUESTION IS WP.AT DO WE NFFD TO DO? AND, MORE SPECIFICAI,LY, 

WHAT IS YOUR RESP0NSIBILITY AS ARTISTS AY.1n AS CITIZENS? 

ONE PROBLEM IN DEALING WITH TELEVISION AND DFUCS IS THE 

t,i.ATTER OF CENSORSHIP. FIRST OF ALL, NO ONE IS ADVOCATING 

CENSORSHIP. BUT THE SCPEEN ARTS AFE VASTLY MOPE POWERFUL THAN 

THE TRADITIONAL ARTS. TEE:RE'S NO COMPARISON IN 'J'FRMS OF REACH 

AND :NFLUENCE Ar-.n REPETI'T'!:CN OF MESSAGES. THE 1'VEP.AGE CHILD 

WATCHES 27 HOURS OF ~F.T.FVISION A \-.EEK. 

TWO RECENT STt'DTF.S IN THE NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF 

MEDICINE INDICATE HOW STRC~G TELEVISION'S SUGGESTIVE POWER CAN 

BE. RESEARCHERS l!AVF FOUND 'J'FAT TV COVERAGE OF SUICIDE, EITHER 
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IN NEWS REPORTS OR IN FICTIONAL PRESENTATIONS, TRIGGERS AN 

INCREASE IN THE NU~BER OF TEENAGERS WHO KILL THEMSELVES. THOSE 

KINDS OF FINDINGS CAN'T BE IGNORED. 

TELEVISION .a.!''.D MOVIES P.RE RESPONSIBLF. FOR EVERYTHING 

FROM FADS IN FASHir-N, SUCH AS THE DON JOHNSON LOOK, TO FADS IN 

SPEECH AND DANCE AND EVERYTHING ELSE. HOLLYWOOD CAN'T SAY, YES, 

WE HAVE THE POWER TO INFLUENCE WH~T CLOTHES A YOUNG PERSON WEARS, 

BUT NOT THE POWER TO !NFI.UENCE WHAT THAT PERSON THINKS ABOUT 

DRUGS. 

YOU HAVE THP. 1'.f'ILITY TO INFLUENCE PEOPLE. YOU CAN USE 

THAT POWER TO DISMISS THE ~ANC.ERS OF DRUGS, OR YOU CAN USE IT TO 

HELP OUR YOUNG PE0PLF SAY NO TO DRUGS. I'M NOT FOR ONE SECOND 

SUGGFSTING HOW YOU our.HT TO WPITE, ACT, PRODUCE OR DIRFCT. WHAT 

I'M ASKING IS TH.1'-'T' YCU NOT COLLABORATE IN THE ILLUSION THAT DRUGS 

ARE FUN; THAT DRC~£ l'-.RE MERELY A C.ASUJ\.L, SCCIALLY ACCEPTABLE PJ\RT 

OF LIVTNG; THA~ PRUGS CAN BE E.MiILY HANDLED SO ONE NEED tJEVER 

FEAR ADDICTION. 

THAT'S WHAT I'M ASKING FCR; WHAT I'M HOPING FOR IN 

ADDITION rs TH.AT ~('f'E OF YOU WILL ALSO LEJ\.D 'J'PE WAY IN PRESENTING 

CHARACTERS WP.C FI P~L 'l REJECT DRllGS TN At-:Y FORM. WITH YOt'P HELP, 

I BELIEVE WE CA~ ~TFAOILY, PFRSISTEN'I'I.Y, I~AGINATJ:~TELY BEGIN TO 

MAKF. AN Ilw'PRESS :::n · r~ YOUNG MINDS. ALL I' ~1 ':'F.YING TO DO IS PEACH 

OUT TO YOU' BECACSl- Yet.· r ,\N HET.P PFMOVE OUR CHILDREN, YOUR OWN 

CHILDREN, FROM rp~rF9. 
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OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS, I HONESTLY BELIEVE 

TELEVISION HAS TURNED THE CORNER AND BECOME AN ALLY IN OUR 

BATTLE. TODAY THE TELEVISION INDUSTRY HAS NO MAJOR APOI,OGIES 'I'O 

MAKE FOR TEE WAY IT PFALS WITH DRUG ABUSE. ITS DEPICTION OF 

DRtTGS IS MORE SEPIOUS, MORE REA!.ISTIC AND MORE CONCERNED. 

THAT DOESN'T MEAN I DON'T BELIEVE THERE CAN'T BE 

IMPROVEMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, NO SOONER DO SOME CHARACTERS WALK 

ONTO THE SCREEN "!'FAN THEY'RE OFFERING SC'f-(..EONE A DRINK OR POURING 

ONE FOR THEMSELVES. THAT'S AN CNCREATIVE WAY TO GET A CHARACTER 

FROM ONE SIDE OF THE ROOM TO THE OTHER. 

~FE MOVIE INDUSTRY'S PROGPESS ISN'T AS FAR ALONG IN MANY 

INSTANCES. SUSAN NFW~.AN, WHOM I'M SURE YOU KNOW, RAISES A VERY 

IN~ERESTING QUESTION ABOUT THE MOVIE, "DESPERATELY SEEKING 

SUSAN." SHE ASKS WFY LITTLE KIDS WENT TO SEE IT. AND SHE 

ANStffFS, "BEC1'.l1SF CF MADONrU\. AND WFAT DID THEY SEE ~,/>.DONNA 

DOING THPOGGHOUT TP.E ~•OVIE? S~OF'!NG MARIJUANA." 

MY HUSBAND A!'!!"' I THOUGHT "SF.ORT CIRCUIT" WAS VERY Ft'NNY, 

EXCEPT FOR THE SCENE ABOUT THE ETDERLY COUPLE ~ITH THF POT IN 

THEIR GLOVE cm.~PJ'P'T'fo'EN'T'. SO~E SAY IT WAS A SILLY J,ITTLE JOKE 

THAT I ;J\~TED 10 SFCC'r:C'S. I SAY JT ~:AS A GRATUI'I'OUS SCENE, t-~GT 

NFEDEC, AND 'KFET-; vr,e'VE SF.EN WP.AT I 'VE SE~!'' IT'S SIMPLY NOT 

FtTNNY. 

WITH PO'"-.EF CCMES RESPC'NS!BIJ.ITY. AND THAT :::s 'J'RVE 

WHETHER YOU WTElC ,,.rr.'!" FOWER IN POLITICS, JN BUSINESS OR IN THE 

TET,EVISION ARTf. YCUR AF~ COFS NOT FREE YOU FROM ACCOUNTABILITY. 



Mrs. Reagan's Remarks 
Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Page 6 

AND NEITHER ARE YOU FREED FROM ACCOUNTABILITY AS AN 

INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN. DRUG USE IS A MORAL JSSUE BECAUSE IT 

DESTROYS AND IT MAIMS YOUNG LIVES. AND AS I'VE SAID BEFOPE, YOU 

CAN'T SEPARATE POLITE DRUG USE AT A CEIC L.A. PARTY FROM DRUG VSE 

IN A BACK ALLEY SOMEWHERE. THEY'RE MORALLY EQUAL. 

WHEN AN ADULT BUYS DRUGS, HIS RESPONSIBILITY DOESN'T 

SIMPLY STOP THERE. THAT ADULT IS ANSWEP-P.BLE FOR THE CRIMES OF 

THE DRUG PRODUCERS. THE BUYER IS PART OF THE CHAIN OF VIOLENCE 

AND ILLEGALITY. DRUG PPODUCERS K:LL AND TORTURE LAW ENFORCE~ENT 

OFFICERS OR ANYONE ELSE WHO STAND IN THEIR WAY. THEY MUFDER, 

THEY EPIBE, THEY EXTORT, AND THE PERSON WHO BUYS DRUGS IS 

INVOLVED. DRUG PRODUCERS FINANCE THE DEATH AND DESTRUCTION OF 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WITHOUT A FLICKER OF CONSCIENCE. AND THE ADULT 

WHO FATTENS THE DRUG PRODUCERS WALLETS IS PAYING WITH BLOOD 

r-'ONEY. 

I BELIEVE EVEN !F YOU JUST ACCEPT DRUG USE, YOU ARE 

INVOLVED. BY ACCEPTING CRUG USE, YOU .ACCEPT A PRACTICE THAT IS 

DESTROYING LIVES. I BELIEVE YOU HAVE AN OBLIGAT:.ON TO BE 

:NTOLERANT OF DRUG USE ANYWHERE, At-TY'J'IME, BY ANYBODY. YOU HA.VF. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF F0PCING THE ISSUE TO THE ~OTNT OF MAKING 

OTHERS UNCOr-cFCPTABLE Ar..-D YOURSELF UNPOPULAR. 

I WAS I?•7 '!'FPVTF-WED BY A MAGAZINE P.FPORTER WHO TOLD ME OF 

A DINNER SPF' D A'l'TE!'1DED WHERE COCl>H!F WAS PASSED OU'l'. SHE FEI.~ 

lJNCOMFORTJ:,ftLE, BU'I' SEE [: TDN 'T DO ;..t,1YTHING. SHE SHOULD HAVE 

SHE SHOULD HAVE GOT'!"FN UP, TOLD 'l'HF. PEOPLF i;.1HAT SHE 'IHCUGHT AND 


