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SUGGESTED REMARKS FOR DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION FORI™ -- TULY 77, 1987

-- LET ME EXTEND A VERY WARM WELCOME TO YOU ALL THIS MORNING. BEFORE

THE EXPERTS BEGIN THEIR BRIEFINGS,
PERSQONALIREMIARK S ERG PO, I WANT TO EXPRESS MY GENUINE THANKS
FOR YOUR COMING. I KNOW AN AUDIENCE AS DISTINGUISHED AND INFLUENTIAL
AS THIS ONE HAS A VERY BUSY SCHEDULE. I WOULDN'T HAVE ASKED FOR YOUR
TIME TODAY IF I DIDN'T THINK THE DRUG PROBLEM WAS ABSOLUTELY URGENT.
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-- AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, I'VE SPENT THE LAST SIX YEARS TALKING WITH
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YOUNG PEOPLE, PARENTS, AND EXPERTS INNaiidimkiBlLb=6E DRUG ADDICTION

DURYY
XND VISITfNA 3§UG ABUSE PS%XENT ON AND TREATMENT CENTERS AS WELL AS
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SCHOOLS. A SCARED TO DEATH FOR OUR CHILDREN. DRUGS
RUIN LIVES BEFORE THEY'VE E¥EN HAD A CHANCE TO DEVELOP AND THEN
COMPOUND THE DAMAGE BY DESTROYING THE FAMILY TIES THAT OFFER THE BEST

HOPE.

—-- YOU'LL HEAR STATISTICS TODAY THAT ARE AS CHILLING AS THEY ARE

IMPRESSIVE. BUT PLEASE REMEMBER THAT BEHIND THE FACTS AND FIGURES
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WANT TO MAKE REAL TO YOU SHARE A COUPLE OF LETTERS I'VE
b

RECEIVED.



ONE MOTHER WROTE:

"DEAR MRS. REAGAN, OUR BEAUTIFUL _SFRe=3%D DAUGHTER WAS SO
POWERFULLY INFLUENCED BY DRUGS THAT SHE TOOK HER OWN LIFE. YOUNG
PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE THE BOTTOMLESS PIT DRUGS LEAD THEM TO. I WISH
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD SAY 'NO.' +#§® MAYBE THEN THERE WOULDN'T BE ANY
MORE FAMILIES TORN APART, ANYMORE SLEEPLESS NIGHTS WONDERING IF A
CHILD IS ALIVE OR DEAD. SO SIGN ME OFF AS A MOTHER WHO NEVER HAS TO
WORRY ABOUT HER PHONE RINGING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT -- WHAT A

PRICE WE PAID FOR SLEEP. WTTH“TEERS“%N”M%*EYES’%ND‘A BROKPN=HERRT1-
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-- A FATHER WROTE: DEAR MRS. REAGAN, MY SON MITCH WAS A TYPICAL

ALL-AMERICAN TEENAGER., HE PLAYED FOOTBALL IN HIGH SCHOOL, WAS POPULAR
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WITH HIS CLASSMATES, AND WAS PLANNING ON GOING TO COLLEGE."  THE
ot rnt ‘ ek

FATHER DESCRIBED HOW HIS SON HAD QUhliledmwi@® TO DRINK ONE NIGHT ~&8HEN

WANDERED ON FOOT INTO THE CENTER LANE OF A SUPER-HIGHWAY. HE WAS

KILLED BY A TRACTOR TRAILER. "LOSING A CHILD," HE ENDS HIS LETTER,

"IS THE ULTIMATE TRAGEDY FOR A PARENT . . . AND A TRAGIC LOSS FOR
AMERICA." Sy o
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G. TWO YOUNG GIRLS/XJROTE O MY HUSBAND: "DRUGS

ARE VERY UPSETTING TO US AND WE'VE SEEN A LOT OF CHILDREN TAKING THEM.
WHY CAN'T THEY DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE DRUG PROBLEM. IF ROCKETS CAN

FLY TO THE MOON, AND SCIENCE CAN CURE DISEASE, THEN WHY CAN'T WE CURE
THE DRUG PROI™:iM. AMERICA, WE CAN DO IT! WE NEED YOU PEOPLE; WE NEED

Yout"
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-= I THINK THESE TWO LITTLE GIRLS HAVE MORE WISDOM THAN A LOT OF
ADULTS. WHAT WE NEED MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE TO SOLVE THE DRUG
PROBLEM IS PEOPLE. WE NEED PEOPLE LIKE YQURSELVES -- COMMITTED,
DETERMINED, ACTIVE PEOPLE WHO WILL WORK TOGETHER. I THANK PROCTOR &
GAMBLE FOR TAKING THE LEAD ON THIS -- AND MY PERSONAL GOAL IS TO ADD
AS MANY MORE LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE TO OUR RANKS AS POSSIBLE.
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IMPACT ON THE DRUG CRISIS./\I AM ASKING YOU TODAY TO USE YOUR

INFLUENCE, YOUR ENERGY AND YOUR RESOURCES TO PREVENT DRUG ABUSE. AS

YOU LISTEN TO THE BRIEFINGS, I HOPE YOU WILL THINK PREVENTION,
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PREVENTION, PREVENTION. THAT IS OUR TOP PRIORITY. Iﬂ:iﬁ:ﬂ?é!ksgﬁb
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rPw@e THWART DRUG ABUSE BEFORE IT BEGINS.
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EEVE “HEALTHY.,

-- THIS SEPTEMBER MILLIONS OF YOUNG AMERICANS WILL HEAD BACK TO

SCHOOL. THE NEW SCHOPL YEAR WILL BRING WONDERFUL NEW EXPERIENCES i
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AOVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, I HOPE ALL
OF YOU WILL JOIN WITH THE JUST SAY NO FOUNDATION AND PROCTOR & GAMBLE
IN THEIR BACK-TO-SCHOOL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN. YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS
PROJECT CAN Ria SAVE BEEY LIVES. PLEASE HELP US HELP OUR CHILDREN

SAY NO TO DRUGS AND YES TO LIFE.
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-—- AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE AND I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
AT THE RECEPTION LATER THIS AFTERNOON,
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