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....:'"· - ~ .. 

(Dolan) 
November 4, 1985 
2:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: TO THE NATION -- GENEVA SUMMIT 

In 48 hours, I will be leaving for Geneva to meet with Mr. 

Gorbachev, the leader of the Soviet Union. Very few events 

attract as much attention as summit conferences and I felt it was 

my duty to report directly to you tonight on this meeting and its 

significance. 

Now, I don't think it's any mystery why most of us regard 

summit conferences as a good idea. The danger of thermonuclear 

warfare and the havoc it would wreak are, as President Kennedy 

put it, a modern sword of Damocles dangling over the head of each 

of us. The awful reality of these weapons is actually a kind of 

terrible cresendo to the steady, dehumanizing progress of modern 

warfare ~n this century. To a few people here in this 

office recently, I recalled a hotly debated issue in my own 

college years -- which by the way also took place in this 

century when some of us strenuously argued that in the advent 

of another world war no civilized person and certainly no 

American would ever obey an order to attack purely civilian 

targets. Humanity, we were certain, would never come to that. 

Well, World War II and 34 million civilian casualties later we 

were all sadly, tragically wiser. At least today we can say we 

have fewer illusions: we know if a World War III breaks out the 

destruction will be vast and devastating with perhaps 90 percent 

civilian casualties. 

. . 
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Believe me, the office I now occupy leads to serious 

reflection on all this. Whenever I travel, for example, I am 

followed by a military aide who carries with him a small black 

attache case -- "the football" is its nickname. It is a grim 

reminder of the narrow line our world walks every day because it 

contains the codes necessary for retaliation to a nuclear attack 

on the United States. 

And this office provides another sobering, even sadder 

perspective on our world, one I will talk about to Mr. Gorbachev 

in a few days, one I want to mention to you now. The 23 million 

lives lost since the end of World War II in conventional and 

regional conflicts are stark evidence that a strictly nuclear 

conflict is far from the only danger we face. In recent years, 

America has had her share of fallen sons; Korea, Vietnam, other 

military engagements including terrorist attacks have been part 

of this terrible cost. And many times at this desk I have had to 

discharge the most difficult duty I have as President: to try 

and find words of comfort for griev:i.Jlg mothers and fathers. I 

don't have to tell you how regularly I fail at that;<OiJiy bi#e&cse* 

~there are no such words. It's one reason why earlier this year 

when I visited those places in Europe that had seen so much 

suffering during World War II, I said a voice could be heard 

there, a voice from our century and from every century, the same 

voice I have heard in such sorrow here in this room, the voice of 

humanity crying out in anguish but in hope for peace -- and for 
~ 
~ end to war. 



Page 3 

This is why I go to Geneva. For peace. -- the hope 

of never having to face that awful option of nuclear retaliation; 

the hope of never again having to speak from this off ice to 

grief-stricken loved ones, the hope that someday our Nation and 

the Soviet Union and all the people of the world will learn to 

heed the age-old cry of mankind for peace among all nations. 

There is another reason I go to Geneva. It has to do, like 

the threat of nuclear war, with a danger unique to this century. 
e;i v / 

Part of our heritage as Americans is al"S- awarenges of the aangers 

"' Lt/""'~....... /_ ')--
of: gevernment that ever£ea.qbg~, e~ Founding Fathers Jt~ ' ""/ u ~ 

~history's most terrible but, somehow most easily forgotten 

lesson; that the abuse of government power has always posed the 

most serious and enduring threat to the freedom of man. 

In the twentieth century, with the development of science 

and technology and the rise of modern ideology, we have seen a 

quantum leap in the nature of this danger and the birth of the 

gravest threat to freedom ever known -- the police state, the 

totalitarian society. 

Now I don't think I have to elaborate on the human suffering 

and the loss of life totalitarian government has caused in~ 
-ce.nt1~-;: · Hitler's concentration camps or Stalin's purges, the 

Third Reich or the Gulag Archipalog, the advent of totalitarian 

ideology -- an ideology which justifies any crime or affront to 

the individual done in the name of the state -- has sparked the 

worse assault}fn history on the human spirit. On this point, my 

own views have been plainly stated many times in the past; only 

as recently as a few weeks ago, I spoke of some specific 
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instances of unacceptable Soviet conduct: the invasion of 

Afghanistan, one that has cost between 750,000 and one million 

lives not to mention nearly six million refugees, Soviet 

intervention in the African nations of Angola and Ethiopia, 

Soviet attempts to establish a totalitarian regime in Nicaragua 

and undermine democracy in this hemispher;~is tragic, unhappy 

list goes on. Xc 
0'111-

I need not elaborate on a-Ll.---of thi except to say that in 

forthrightly opposing such action we Americans have a grave 

responsibility and bear a special burden. we 

have always to reality. 

known for e American way, 

Cooper, it: "From about communism, I d 't like 

it • " _::::wa:l-, ~ belief in the dignity 

of the individual and in his or her worth in the sight of God did 

give birth to this country; it is central to our being. "Our 

whole experiment is based on the capacity of the people for 

self-government," said James Madison. And Thomas Jefferson said 

more directly: "The mass of men were not born to wear saddles on 

. t 
their backs," and aga1n1"The God who gave us life, gave us 

liberty as well." This is our past, it is a part of us, we must 

never deny nor forsake it. If the day ever comes when the 

leaders of this Nation remain silent in the face of foreign 

aggression or stop speaking out about the repression of human 

rights then truly the cause of America -- the cause of freedom 

has been lost, and the great heart of this country has been 

broken. We Americans know we can never rest as a people nor 
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~ our work as a Nation done until each man, woman and child on 

earth knows the blessings of liberty. 

And this is the second reason I go to Geneva. For freedom. 

~or the right of every people and every nation to choose their 

~future. I go to Geneva for the right of human beings everywhere 

to determine their own destiny, to live in the dignity God 

intended for each of his children. 

But let me stress here that not only do I believe this '~ 
candor and realism on behalf of freedom is our responsibility as 

Americans, I also think it rr1~~a~k~c~ee-•2 1e1~§:J:!5t'e~•~11~1~5~9i;i!IB'M'Eia!=s:1a;::::~t•h~E~ 

~b1at1129 @"'" ss atMl is essential for success in Geneva. 

Because if history has shown there is any key to dealing 

successfully with the Soviets it is this: the Soviets must 

realize that their counterparts take them seriously and that, 

above all, we harbor no illusions about their ultimate goals and 

' intentions. ~ The Soviet mind is not the mirror image of the 

American or the Western mind and it is both wrong and arrogant to 
./ 

assume that it is. The Soviets have a very different view of 

the world than we do; they believe a great struggle is already 

underway in the world and true peace can only be attained with 

the triumph of communist power. The Soviets sincerely believe 

then that the march of history is embodied in the Soviet state, 

and so, to them, the mere existence of the democracies is seen as 

an obstacle to the ultimate triumph of history and that state. 

So, from the Soviet perspective, even if the democracies do 

nothing overt against their interests, just our survival, our 

mere existence, is considered by them an act of aggression~ 

·-
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again•t themselves and against thePredeterminea:-conrse of 

~ 
~~at is why the Soviets tend to misinterprei 

o\1s c. . .Jt:"' ~ vi.~ 
well-intentioned public statements miRimizing this struggle 

the crucial moral distinction between 

democracy1 fnd that is why any sudden 

totalitarianism and 

shifts in our realistic and 

long-held views about the Soviets tends to disrupt the 

negotiating process. In the past, when such shifts or such 

statements have been made, the Soviets have either regarded them 

as a ruse and reacted with distrust or looked on them as 

hopelessly naive and attempted to exploit the pathetic illusions J 
of their counterparts. In both cases I the~ess ~-O<;;;;ri JJ;g /,,, ... .-s. -~ ar 
negotiations~ suffered ~serious setbac_k.5.: __ ·~~~~~~--­

' after a ong experience of negotiating 

Soviets, mnston Charertill advisea Western diploma1is tQ 

~ "The Soviets .•• 

wor 

~se as n~~e..-virt.'l:l:cs. ~·:rW-will try every door in the 

home, enter all rooms which are not locked and when they come to l~ 

a house that is barred, if they are unsuccessful in breaking 'fJ;-
through it, they will withdraw and invite you to dine genially 

that same evening." 

So I must be blunt with you tonight; while I go to Geneva 

for peace and for freedom, I also go to Geneva without illusions. 

Let us be clear: the fact of this summit conference does not 

mean the Soviets have forsaken their long-term goals and 

objectives. Let us never forget, as President Eisenhower put it 
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in his farewell address to the American people; "we face a 

hostile ideology -- global in scope, atheistic in character, 

ruthless in purpose and insidious in method." 

I do not mention <cd-l this ~~nd->unduly pessimistic~ 
I 

~ or to paint a heedlessly discouraging picture. Far to 

the contr~~.)'__,,my mood about this meeting is one of cautious 

optimism;~le it would be foolhardy to think one summit 

conference can establish a permanent peac5 this conference can, I 

believe, help begin a permanent process towards peace. en 

beyond this, however, I want a moment 

believe there is great cause of many 

events now taking place the 

enormous sacrifices the been making since 

the end of World War II 

off. 

is evidence of 'tr 
l),f . that; and th is why we must be realis ic about its prospects. µ "* l .!.,.. ,· ~ ~ ..... (. s ~ e"' t ""I . vfa{. 1~~ · For only by leaving our illusions behind and dealing 

1Jll!!)7realistically with the Soviets do we have any chance at all for 

meaningful progress in Geneva. The Soviets understand firmness 

of mind and stFength-ef will; and I can assure you that iS- what 
~ ~ J.,I .. ) ,/,· .... i.,v.·11 ''" 1< ..._".- t~ "1:1 .. r ~ 

· · in Geneva. \ ~.'> •'> y I-
( l1 W'"'' o.., 

L,; O/ • ) I• , ~; 
.,. r C "i .,,..J..wU S4.'J 

th.gn we can neither permit civilization to perish in :~ 

a nuclear holocaust nor freedom to wither under the steady and 
(}" ~ / 't:f 1( ~.J 

rentless assault of totalitarianis" ~ goals n Geneva a'P!d' 

~the long-term ~~oth peace and freedom~~~ f~ 
i f{v CJ,'.~. 

A-
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But if nuclear war is an impossible option and so too is a 

world under totalitarian rule, how then are we to steer between 

them? How do we confront this dilemma in Geneva and elsewhere? 

What course are we to chart and what cause is their for hope? 

My fellow Americans, I believe there is great cause for 

hope hope that peace and freedom will not only survive but 

triumph, and perhaps even sooner than any of us had even dared to 

imagine ~few years ago. I ~ssible that . 
I~ °""' Li~ I f-_..,; 

history will record a great paradoxt!"'~century:that~rth 

to the awful menaces of nuclear weapons and totalitarian 
\ : I-_____., 

government and saw so much bloodshed and heartach~s also the 

century that in its closing decades fostered the greatest 

movement in human memory towards free institutions and democratic 

self-rule, the greatest flowering of mankind's age old aspiration 

for freedom and human dignity. rconsider, for a moment, that at 

the start of the twentieth century there were only a handful of 

democracies in the entire world while today there are more than 

50 with one-third of the world's population living in freedom. 

Here in our own hemisphere there is dramatic evidence of this 

change: more than 90 percent of the people in Latin America are 

now living under governments that are either democratic or headed 

in that direction, a dramatic reversal from only a few years ago. 

Even the communist world is far from immune to this 

worldwide movement. In an astonishing turnaround from only a few 

China ~sweeping economic 
I 

Eastern European nations eJ.tef'l'ITOW are seeking J/ 
v'-' "h1 ~ '' MJ,. f, e' .... 1/11'1 '1, J.icJ i /_ . ~ ~ J 

~ higher standards of living ~ t:R:eiL people ~ f~l}"· ~II } 

years ago( fgr ena~le1 

reforms.~~ 
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although for the moment Polish Solidarity has been suppressed we 

know the hunger of the Polish people for freedom can never be ~ 
stilled.fso we see even in the communist world, the great 

longing for personal freedom and democratic self-rule, the 

realization that economic progress is directly tied to the 

operation of a free market, surfacing again and again. That's 
---r---.:::::04. J2 7 c l'I J f.. 

because i~ sense Karl Marx wa g ti the demand for economic 

well-being in this century has brought~ses into conflict with 

the old political order; onl~was wrong i~where 
this conflict would occur. -Co~ to flr;;;i ¢& theory, 1J:. is the 

democracies that are vibrant and growing -- bringing to their 

people higher and higher standards of living even as freedom 

grows and deepens~the communist world :rs ~e economies 

~gnate, technology~ and tb.e peop~restless and unhappy 

with their lives. 

In the Soviet Union too, l!!t~wex:e- economic difficulties CH:e ~ 
~ to reappraisal and reexamination. Mr. Gorbachev himself 

has spoken to this issue and I intend to engage him further on 

this matter when we meet. Without being overly optimistic we 

should recognize that it has happened before in history: a small 
~ 

ruling elite -- when it meets firm resistance to adventur~ ~ 

begins to ponder how to lend more 

legitimacy to its government by allowing the people more of voice 

in their own destiny. 

And think what this would mean for the prospects of arms 

control and peace; consider what a process of democratization 

within the Soviet Union might contribute. Public involvement in 
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the peace initiatives would grow as it has in the West and the 

enormous Soviet military budget -- nearly 15 percent of the gross 

national product -- would suddenly be subjected to public 

scrutiny as it is here in the West. And one of the central 

difficulties in negotiating arms control agreements -- the 

problem of verification -- could be dramatically eased. Above 

all, the suspicion and distrust which is endemic to closed 

political systems, and which so poisons the mutual pursuit of 

peace by the Soviet Union and the United States, would be greatly 

alleviated. 

Now, don't get me wrong/ I hardly think we've reached this 

situation, not by a long shot. Bu;, my fellow Americans_./I do 

believe that there is a historic trend tow~ 11• 211llil more 

~~h ld""li~ · t · ~th openness in t e wor l~;- in communis countries a"HU e 
" .. ~ ""' c.,~,·. "· 

momentum is building.;/"' But because, unlike 

economy -- with 15 million new jobs -- has been restored; and 

this in turn had led to a reinvigoration of the world economy, a 

lessening of international tension and a new appreciation by many 

nations for the pragmatics of freedom. Many more people and 

governments understand today that freedom is fruitful, that 

freedom works. And that is why it is especially important to 
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keep our economy vigorous and expanding by moving here at home on 

initiatives like deficit reduction and tax reform. 

Second, our efforts to restore America's military might has 

brought with it a new appreciation by the rest of the world for 

American power, resolve and confidence. But this job is not yet 

completed. ie~,~nce the postwar period the 

American people have sacrificed enormously to provide for the 

defense of the free world; let us not at the very moment when 

that willingness to sacrifice is beginning to pay dividends relax 

our vigilance or vigor. 

Third, this item I am about to discuss is actually related 

to our defense buildup but because I believe it is so vital to 

the peace process I wanted to treat it separately. As most of 

you know, the United States and the Soviet Union have for many 

years used massive nuclear arsenals to hold each other hostage in 

a kind of mutual nuclear terror -- one side threatening massive 

retaliation against the other. This has been known as mutual 

assured destruction; M-A-D or M.A.D. as the arms control experts 

call it. I think you will agree there has never been a more apt 

acronym. As perhaps most of you also know, the United States is 

now embarked on research and development of new strategic defense 

system -- an intricate but very workable series of defenses that 

could provide a shield in outer space against incoming nuclear 

missiles. We believe this system could be partly deployed at the 

end of this decade or the early part of the 1990's. 

Now we have embarked on this program for a single reason: 

to end the madness of MAD, the insanity of mutual nuclear terror. 
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Think what the advent of this new space shield -- a defensive 

system that would kill weapons not people -- could mean to our 

lives and the lives of our children. For the first time much of 

the dread of the postwar period would be lifted because we would 

have some means as a people to protect ourselves from a nuclear 

attack launched either by design or by mistake. 

Now I must tell you when I made the decision to go ahead 

with this program several years ago I heard much well-intended 
.;> 

advice urging me to either delay or not~ke this course at all. 
~ 

But some decisions in any Presidency must be made alone; it was 

so in this case a.R6.~ink we are already seeing evidence this 
t 

was the correct course to choose; ~t first, many derided this 

proposal as unworkable 

research~nued 
feasibl~s negative 

calling it "star wars"; but as Ottr" 

Ltt~ ~ 
~ the system ~e increasingly 

mood .i&= clrangiR9. ~ ~· 
The Soviets of course have been working on their own 

defensive system; much less capable than ours but nonetheless one 

in which they have moved from the research stage to the 

deployment stage. They have already, for example, installed a 

huge new radar system and computer network that would be the 

brains of any such system, a clear violation of the terms of the 

A.B.M. Treaty signed by our two countries in 1972. But because 

they are aware of our technological advantage, the Soviets are 

deeply frightened by our resolve to move ahead with our space 

shield; they have launched a massive propaganda offensive 

designed to convince the world our defensive system is 
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"destabilizing" even as they move vigorously ahead with their 

own. 

So that is why I believe moving forward with our strategic 

defense initiative and making sure this system is not given up or 

negotiated away in Geneva is a third important step towards peace 

and freedom. 

Fourth, we must continue with a foreign policy that offers a 

wide range of peace initiatives even as it speaks out vigorously 

for freedom. Yes, we have been candid about the difference 

between the Soviets and ourselves and we have been willing to use 

our military power when our vital interests were threatened. And 

I think we can be pleased with the results: for the first time 

in many years not a single square inch of real estate has been 

lost to communist aggression, in fact, Grenada has been rescued 

from such a fate and in at least four other countries freedom 

fighters are now opposing the rule of totalitarian leaders. But 

in addition to these firm foreign policy steps, we have also set 

in motion a wide series of diplomatic initiatives, perhaps the 

greatest number of such proposals in our history. They cover a 

range of areas: strategic nuclear weapons, intermediate nuclear 

weapons, chemical weapons, mutual troop reductions in Europe, and 

the list goes on. 

And it is in this last area, the business of negotiation 

between the Soviet Union and the United States that this Geneva 

meeting takes on a special importance. Too often in the past, 

the whole burden of Soviet and American relations has rested on 

one or two arms talks or even arms proposals. And while arms 
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control is absolutely essential it can not be the only area of 

discussion between the United States and the Soviet Union. That 

is why I believe this summit conference can move the peace 

process substantially forward. After careful consultation with 

our allies, Secretary Shultz flew to Moscow last week and 

established with the Soviets a four-fold agenda for discussion. 

So, we will be discussing in Geneva arms control but also human 

rights; we will be talkin~lateral matters betueen our 

<tl~w natfi5iis such as trade ~scientific and cultural exchanges 
I 

but also regional disputes such as those in Afghanistan, Angola 

and the other places I have mentioned. 

I think this represents a breakthrough. And I am determined 

to contin~his~a by offering the Soviets a series of 

NJ.AIJ ~ -r~ 
proposals that while not (tfid~idually new- do make up w~:c. 'EakQa--

in their entirety a unique and even revolutionary approach. With 

~~ • f II 
~ series o Open World" proposals, I want to invite the Soviet A 

.V\.t. 1.;lf../f- t6 ,., ./~ /~~Vc.-e._ 
Union to participate more fully in ajs \zor 1 cil movQment tcvardi 

~~~! ~z, , .. ::,,'feo~'.·~ !;::~t-;.~1~cm•~ c .. ""' f/:;~1- 4. 
V"Cl>,..t.. upe"'- .,..J c.o"""" t~vc- , . .,, ~el.,. ,•e> .... .,, .. ,, 

First, in my United Nations speech of last year I mentioned 

a proposal for a series of "Umbrella talks" between the Soviets 

and ourselves on 

again offer this 

of the two heads 

a wide-ranging number of issues. I will once 
/...._~ et\'"' ) 

propos~~ suggestincrre9u1ar
0

meetings 

of state but meetings at the cabinet and 

ministerial level as well. 

Second, in the area of arms control we will be discussing a 

wide series of proposals~~allj our recent suggestions in 

~};.addition to thH I want to~up the issue of 
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~than bargaining away our strategic defense initiative. 

this essential system or spending our time in Geneva bickering 

over who is building what and which side is destabilizing the 

most; I am going to extend to the Soviets an invitation to share 

in the fruits of our research and deployment of this space 

shield. 

Third, I will be proposing a wide series of peopl~~ople 
exchanges. Unlike the exchanges of the past, however, which were 

limited to a tiny few on both sides, I will be suggesting to Mr. 

Gorbachev that we exchange on a yearly basis thousands of our 

citizens from different community, fraternal and cultural groups/ 
~/ 

s~ student~ religious organizations and so forth. 

And fourth and finally, I will ttr~e tho Seviets te Gpen 

their mass conuuunications system to representatives of other =-

cuunLLies and culture. I've noted that Mr. Gorbachev has 

shown a lively appreciation for America's free press tradition; I 

can assure you I will be preaching the virtues of some Soviet 
~ t(> /'/ 

movement in this direction as wellc:::=:4n'd will ask again, we I "1-' 

"""" su~d several years a~itish Parliament, for an 

opportunity to address the Soviet people. 

Now I do not think progress on any of these proposals will 

necessarily be immediate. But I do believe the very fact that ~vc1 

~ on the table and under discussion is an event of 

considerable significance. 

To summarize then; I will be going to Geneva for peace and 

for freedom; without illusions·~ to put forward a whole series 
J 
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of "Open World" proposals that can help lead to a more open and 

democtatie-world-: ~ J.tJfr~>'l-1 .. I cgJ:j?.. ; "~~,,,~ c 1.-~, 

I also think the conversations Mr. Gorbachev and I will 'be.. ~ 
~~ ~~ / 

~~much ~leviate whatever suspicions and 

~ misunderstandings ~iga~ exist between our two sides. You can be 

sure the Soviet Union knows the United States is not an aggressor 

and will never strike first against a foreign adversary. As 

Prime Minister Mulroney of Canada put it recently when he was 

told the United States was an imperialist Nation:-- and I'm using --
the Prime Minister's words~ "What the hell do you mean 

'imperialist nation~? We have a 5,000 mile border with them and 

for 172 years there hasn't been a shot fired in anger." 

I think Mr Gorbachev and his colleagees in the Soviet = ----_.2.01 i tb~now~ we are a peaceful nitt:ioR; a:Ra that's why I wil 1 -

-b.e stressing that the only way war can ever break out between our 

the American people are as determined as ever that~ government by 
~ 

the people/for the people and of the people shall not perish from 

I' 
the earth. 

In conclusion, I'-~L~h~l~n~k~y~oi"'1iui"rc~a~n;;-"".w~e~l11~1i-m~a~g~1""'fre., my fellow 

~ ""'"' ~ ~.,. ~ 
Americansv'\.~ this summit conference ~ culmination 

v 



,_ 

mentioned earlier was from a speech that marked my first entry inp 

'1political life, a speech given more than two decades ago. 

It was a time when many of us anticipated the troubles and 

difficulties of the years ahead and wondered if America would 

meet that challenge. She has of course and as I sai~uring the 
/ ../ / 

campaign last year this is not the work of any one man or party 
.) 

-but the work of ¥011 the peo~le-: {>-(~ .-c,,., ~ .> ~ ~ 
~hafe0 a::J-eu~ t~r· ;a:A-0 ~oth Nancy and I are 

c~<., .. c~ y11v l.ve 1~111•...S ..rv ~t,,11l ~~~ 
prou an grateful for the rust you have p aced in us. ~ 

~-J._~ 
per~u can understand why on the eve of our departure for 

~"+~ foyov ~ ,_ ~ 
Geneva my thoughts t'UYrt-~ her~ just for all the 

support and love she has given me over the years but also because 
!/' blf-" ~ 

I know the hope of peace is ~ in her heart as it is in the 
J 

heart of every American mother. 

You know recently Nancy and I saw together a moving new 

film, the story of Eleni, a ~e~ught in the Greek civil war 

at the end of World War II, a mother who because she smuggled her 

children out to safety in America was tried, tortured and shot by 

the Greek communists. 

It is also the story of her son, Nicholas Gage, who grew up 

to become an investigative reporter with the New York Times and 

who secretly vowed to return to Greece someday to er.a.ck dawn anJlu -~ J 
take vengeance on the man who had sent his mother t~ath. ~ 
Gage f:imcrl-ly finds tttrtt ~ bu~OJ::Pnd he cannot extract the 
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vengeance he has promised himself. Y~ Mr Gage writes.....-4-t would 

have relieved the pain that had filled him for so many years but 

it would also have broken the one bridge still connecting him to 

his mother and the part of him most like her. As he tells it: 

"her final cry, before the bullets of the firing squad tore into 

her, was not a curse on her killers but an invocation of what she 

died for, a declaration of love: 'my children.'" 

How that cry echoes down through the centuries, a cry for 

~~ 
the children of the world, for peace, for love of ljCighaer. · _./ 

Here then is what Geneva is really about; the hope of 

heeding such words spoken so often in so many different places 
/ 

in a desert journey to promised land or by a carpenter at the Sea 

of Galilee words calling all men to be brothers and all 

nations to be one. 

Here is the central truth of our time, of any time; a truth 
~lo~-/~ 

to which I have tried to ~~tness in this office. When I 

first accepted the nomination of my party for the presidency I 

asked the American people to join with me in prayer for our 

Nation and for the world. I want to remind you again that in the 

simple prayers of people like ourselves there is far more power 

than in the hands of all the great statesmen or armies of the 

world. 

And so, as Thanksgiving approaches, I want to ask each of 

you to join me again in thanking God for all his blessings to 

this Nation and ask him to help and guide us so that next week in 

Geneva the cause of peace and freedom will be served and all of 

human life ennobled. 

God bless you and good night. 



(Dolan) 
November 3, 1985 
3:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: TO THE NATION -- GENEVA SUMMIT 

In 48 hours, I will be leaving for Geneva to meet with Mr. 

Gorbachev, the leader of the Soviet Union. Very few events 

attract as much attention as summit conferences and I felt it was 

my duty to report directly to you tonight on this meeting and 

significance. 

Now, I don't think it's any myste y 

4;~=~~~~~-2__~ 

only a kind of terrible cresendo to the steady, dehumanizing 

progress of modern warfare itself in this century. To a few 

people here in this office recently, I recalled a hotly debated 

issue in my own college years -- which by the way also took place 

in this century -- when some of us strenuously argued that in the 

advent of another world war no civilized person and certainly no 

American would obey an order to attack purely civilian targets. 

Humanity, we were certain, would never come to that. Well, World 

War II and 34 million civilian casualties later we were all 

sadly, tragically wiser. At least today we can say we have fewer 

illusions: we know a World War III will cause vast and 

devastating destruction with perhaps 90 percent civilian 

casualties. 
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Believe me, the office I now occupy leads to serious 

reflection on all this,~enever I travel, for example, I am 

followed by a military aide who carries with ~ small black 

attache case -- "the football" is its nickname. It is a grim 

reminder of the narrow line our world walks every day because it 

contains the codes necessary for retaliation to a nuclear attack 

end of World War II in conventional and regional conflicts are 

stark evidence that a strictly nuclear conflict is far from the 

only danger~d facel!JQ. In recent years, America has had 

her share of fallen sons; Korea, Vietnam, other military 
\villv~ r, ++~../ 

engagements cmd terrorist i~ave been part of this 

terrible costt f nd many times at this desk I have had to ~ 
~;~1~ the most difficult duty I have as President: to fi~rds of 

comfort for grieving mothers and fathers. I don't have to tell 

you how regularly I fail~ecause there are no such words. It's 

one reason why earlier this year when I visited those places in 

Europe that had seen so much suffering during World War II, I 

said a voice could be heard there, a voice from our century and 

from every century, the same voice I have heard in 

~ ;o this room, the voice of hum~y crying out in anguish~ ~u~ in 

7 hop~ for peace -- and for ~ end to war. ( ~-··\ H'o.ve. / 
ft,1 .~ 

This is why I go to Geneva. Tile=pursdt~ peace. The hope 

of never having to face that awful option of nuclear retaliation; 
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the hope of never again having to speak from this office to 
1f,_ -

grie~ stricken loved ones, the hope that someday our Nation and 

the Soviet Union and all the people of the world will learn to 

heed the age-old cry of mankind for peace among all nations. 

There is another reason I go to Geneva. It has to do, like 

the threat of nuclear war, with a danger unique to our century. 

danger of government that 

special appreciation for history's 

~ 
that ~ most terrible but) somehow1 most easily for,otten lesson: 

"- v-•> (A~ I 
abuse of government powe~pose the most serious and 

endju ring threat to the freedom of man. 

~ The twentieth centur~ ~r has giveR us, however, quantwu --. 

----- (..- , y ' /1.L-1 e ap-i R this th;z;.eat Lo freedom. ~ development of scienc 
~'1: 11Qfll. v ~ (,( 

technology and the rise of modern ideologY: seen the birth o 

the gravest threat to freedom ever known the police state, the 

totalitarian society. 
I .y' 

I do~~t think it is 
_t k 

neeess-erry to elaborate tonight on the 

human suffering and the loss of life totalitarian governments 

have caused in this century. Hitler's concentration camps or 

Stalin's purges, the Third Reich or the Gulag Archipaelo~ -rh 
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advent of totalitarian ideology -- an ideology which justifies 
~ 1 'vr),·v;~ 

any crime or affront to h~ done in the name of the 

state -- has sparked the worse assault in history on the human 
()(\ I\ _,_A. ~ rl - ~ I 

spirit • v T 1.1\.A.t f"cr'VVll .,./ 

My own views o...n...all of tais~ave been plainly stated in the 

past; I do not think they now need much elaboration. ~ently 
as a few weeks ago, I spoke of some specific instances of Soviet 

conduct: the invasion of Afghanistan, one that has cost between 

750,000 and one million lives not to mention nearly six million 

refugees, Soviet intervention in the African nations of Angola 

and Ethiopia, Soviet attempts to establish a totalitarian regime 

in Nicaragua and undermine democracy in this hemisphere; the list 

to Geneva with no illusions; and it is my duty as 

President to remind you not to have any eitherf ~ne summit 

conference does not make for a permanent peace, not even a 

permanent process for peace. Nor does this mean the essential 

nature of the struggle now going on in the world has been changed 

or that the Soviets have altered their long-term goals and 

objectives. We must never forget as President Eisenhower put it 

in his farewell address to the American people that, "we face a 

hostile ideology -- global in scope, atheistic in character, 

J J~ 
I think most of you know that some well-meaning 

individuals have objected in the past to t:h-i-s sqr~f candor 

about communism ~~of the Administration. 

Most of these people don't deny the reality of what we say but 
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• c 

c,' I\ 

they n 
~ 

any .£.eli'mal ment i sn as b1:;,1 h 1:mneoesstifily unpleasant and 
+-v d,'$./Vfd f 

· the diplomatic process. _,,_.iik~ 
;vo. 'iJ,M- r . 

wrongj--... a:Jl'ti, let ~ ~ QW. If 

history has shown there is any key to dealing successfully with 

the Soviets it is this: the So'\/iets must realize that therl ~ 
"'"Q .. .J ~~ 

connterparts take them seriously" or no illusions about 
J 

ultimate Soviet goals and intentions. The Soviet mind is not the 
~ , ~~ 

mirror image of the American or Western mind~d it is~ng and 

arrogant ~to assu~t is. ~viets believe that 

the march of history is embodied in Sovie] power, aftd--tlrat the 

mere existence of the democracies is~obstacle to ~timate and 

~~ -4-
~riumph of the Soviet state. ~ven if we do nothing over 1 

~n against the Soviets, we ,...as a d"emocrat ie Nat ion a r e regax:dea • 

,..as a threat aga.ins-t their iaeol agy and against his+Q..l;"y. -§ur 
&VI ~ Q..)(.,'140.1\C( 

survival/ ear t>'QTY 
0xi~~~de~re~ t:p :: -~=Ka'J:~\ 

of aggression~ ) t'~ IJ --r--- -~- tJ 
That is why any sudden shifts by the West~ in ~ 

realistic and long-held views about the Soviet~ especially 

any naive public statements minimizing ~the crucial 
-le-A- -r~ 

moral distinction between totalitarianism and democracy~s"the 

Hs"Jr"of seriously disrupt~ the negoti ting process. In the 
~ C,vc;"' ) ~ ~ 

pastif'{fhe Soviets have either regarde~ucs~emefrl::..s as a ruse 

and reacted with distrust or looked ~ ..... sm 11 statem~nts as 



~ fv/ ,t'o "I f P 

t'Jc.~ /o;f- ~ _) 

c(ounterpart who harbors such o.bltiously pathetic 

the nature of the world struggle. 

illusions about 

All of this is why, after a long experience of negotiating 

with the Soviets ~t Winston Churchill advised Western diplomats 

to never forget: "The Soviets ..• [have no understanding of such 

words as honesty, honor, trust and truth -- in fact, they regard 

these as negative virtues. They] will try every door in the 

home, enter all rooms which are not locked and when they come to 

a house that is barred, if they are unsuccessful in breaking 

through it, they will withdraw and invite you to dine genially 

that same evening.• :;r:, ~ A ~ ,,/ ,,__,,,.; ~ ~ ~ 
But there is a second reason why L...have seen candid about-

~e ~i:tfu:t,t' ~~d me-~-e.r-a1--Ilro-fore1gn J?O'l icy 

people can't really comprehend the complex idea of having to 

negotiate with the Soviets at the same time recognizing their 

essential nature. Well, I think most of you know that I have 

never been much for the conventional wisdom here in the Capitol; 

in fact, I've always had the odd idea that not only can the 

people handle the truth but that they know more about it than 

~ the seers and sayers along the Potomac. 
~"~ J , ., I~ e-~1-, ·u->-

)+ (°ne of the greatest <d.i s~urha.nces that ever took place in our 

body politic occurred in the late '70's when our military power 

was permitted to fade, when there was so much talk here in 

Washington about how senseless some of our fears about communism 
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were. The American people knew this was wrong and were gravely 

disturbed; and that's why you have so strongly supported this 
OvJ p111~ ,_,,· ..Y ~ 0 

Administration in our defense buildup an<t""vigorous C>re1gn psltrey-
~ ~ cµA/' ~~~ -Lt .. ;~-""~ 

""!;Lands li-ke0.irenada or our recent response to th~ship 
~W.~Uf,~~~· 
h~ Armed with common sense and unencumbered by capital 

chic, you the people have always understood that we ~ 

' dangerous world, that w:e must take seriously the reality of 
Y11u ' .. L­

soviet power and the threat it poses to world freedom. ;E ha.ve 
~ JwJ) ~ j //,,, ~,·~4 ~ • ., ~ "4)' ....t-~ ~ 

a~~:187C: a ~fe~=ie;:;: t~su~t ~nay~~ ~ 
:;Jse who w-s.s considered tbe embodiment <:>f the typiaal American 

'\J tt-1 __ &i:;p:c!OL ~ ~ T~ ~ ~J ·t 1 

~· ~t it best if somewba+ less elaborately: 1; t was Gary Cooper.,...... Wb'.!i · 1 

saUl, "From what I hear about communism I don't like it because 

'>\(~~ it isn~: :: :::s:e:::·:ay don't speak so openly because the 

~ ~. people won't understand; I say t~t~fe~~!A~/~ understand and y(,..;J ~ 
) t-) 1 

can be truste . · even more important, needs to be 

~~.JL><===:::2"'~~:;»-~~If the day ever comes when the lead~ of this Nation 

/~.~ remain silent in the face of foreign a~~~essi~{vl~op speaking out 

'('.~ about t~r~ssion of human rights ~then the cause of 

Americ a een lost, and the great heart of this country~~ 

for what 

t 

~ de 
Y{ 
~\4~· 
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) 
.... 

country. "~ur gave birth to this whole experiment is based on 

< decades~ also nave fostered 

the greatest flowering of mankind's age old quest for freedom and 

human dignity~he greatest movement i~history towards free ~-.,} 
· C1,:z1.ebtt fl;~PR, .-

institutions and democratic self-rule 1 (Elie star ~this 

cea:ry~ there were only a handful of democracies in 

the world, today there are more than 50 and one-third of the 
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world's population is living under democratic rule. We can see 

~ the change here in our hemisphere. today more than 90 percent of 

the people in Latin America are living under governments with 

democratic rule or governments headed in that direction~ ~ ' S 

dramatic reversal from only a few years ago. 

tJ.The communist world is far from immune to this worldwide 

movement. In a sense Marx was right, the demand for economic 

well-being has brought the people into 

conflict with the old 

political order; but he was wrong about predicting where this 

conflict would happen. Contrary to Marx's prediction, it is the 

democracies that are vibrant and growing -- bringing its people 

higher and higher standards of living even as freedom grows and 
ri~/ ~ : + ,~<, .) 

~s aVCI""the communist world where economies stagnate, 

technology lags and the people are restless and unhappy with 
(;~ 

their lives. Even in the communist world, the great longing for 

personal freedom and democratic self-rule, the realization that 

economic progress is directly tied to the operation of a free 

market, surfaces again and again. In an astonishing turnaround 

from only a few years ago, China has adopted sweeping economic 

reforms. although for the moment Polish Solidarity has been 

this cannot last forever even as many Eastern European 

nations even now are seeking 

living for their people~ 
and higher standards of 

In the Soviet Union too severe economic difficulties are A-~ fr: 
/ ~' (,o,4a~ ~ ,,4.. r,f'' ~ 

leading to reappraisal and reexamination. I do not wi~h to sound .~Sue. 

~~ ·~~> 
overly optimistic but it is :AO~~ID'.tf"~ ~he l elite 
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~ 
if we in the \te~ t eeFt'Einne. 

.±..o- resist halloing t.hem the fruits of foreign adv en tore begin f 
.. f" 

to ponder how to lend more legitimacy to ~r government by 

allowing their people more of voice in their own destiny. 

, Then .lJhat --tht"SWould mean tor the-~rospects of peace 

~der what this would mean for the prospects of peace. 

Consider what a process of democratization within the Soviet 

Union might contribute. Public involvement in the peace movement 

would grow as it has in the WestuJ.the enormous Soviet military 

budget<lP nearly 15 percent of the gross national product would 
, j; ,.;;__/:vd'- .4~ ~ w .u.:t ~ 

suddenly be subjected to public scrutiny IJ#(fiie problem or----... '.J 

verification -- one of the central difficulties in negotiating 

arms control agreements -- could be dramatically eased. Above 

all, the suspicion and distrust which is endemic to closed 

political systems, and which so poisons Q.\:!r ~~al pursuit of 
~ ~ c__a ~ ~ ~ l).,Ae:GJ ~ 

peaceJrwoald be greatly alleviated. ________ _.) 



(Dolan) 
November 1., 1985 
7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: TO THE NATION -- GENEVA SUMMIT 

In 48 hours, I will be leaving for Geneva to meet with Mr. 

Gorbachev, the leader of the Soviet Union. Very few events 

attract as much attention as summit conferences and I felt it was 

my duty to report directly to you tonight on this meeting and its 

significance. 

Now, I don't think it's any mystery why most of us regard 

summit conferences as a good idea. The danger of thermonuclear 

of terrible cresendo to the steady, dehumanizing progress of 

modern warfare in this century. To a few people here in this 

office recently, I recalled a hotly debated issue in my own 

college years -- which by the way also took place in this 

century ~--when some of us strenuously argued that in the advent 
01' 

of anothe ar no civilized person and certainly no American 

would obey an order to attack purely civilian targets. Humanity, 

we were certain, would never come to that. Well, World War II 

and 34 million civilian casualties later we were all sadly, 

tragically wiser. At least today we can say we have fewer 

illusions: we know a World War III will cause vast and 

devastating destruction with perhaps 90 percent civilian 
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This office provides 
a,... 

ano+lwr 

¥el:I: ean be sliie•I will be speaking about to Mr. Gorbachev in a 

few days. The 23 million lives lost since the end of World 

War II in conventional and regional conflicts are stark evidence 

O~ that a strictly nuclear conflict is far from the only danger ~UT 

America has had her share of 

~-'~ Ct.ff~have had to fulfill the most difficult duty I have as 

President: to try ami find words of comfort for grieving mothers 
~aW/6'7~ 

and fathers. I don't have to tell y~ilell; because there 
of"~ 

are no such words. It's one reason why ~e 

places in Europe ea'tl1er this year that had seen so much 

suffering during World War II, I said a voice could be heard 

there, a voice from our every centur , the same 
: .. .-w. "'00 "'J 

GJ~~-...i:::~-Serrt:"rnv-'j!ifl~i'r1~~~k..;..{.he voice of voice I have heard so 

humanity crying out in anguish but in hope~; for pea~nd for 

1 Lt \Dv, ~11,,P 
0J{ Pt """" · 

to qenev • The hope of 

an end to war. 

This is why I go 

never having to face that awful option of nuclear retaliation; 

the hope of never again having to speak from this office to 

grieved stricken loved ones, the hope that someday our Nation and 

the Soviet Union and all the people of the world will learn to 

heed the age-old cry of mankind for peace among all ~ nations . 

~ the Eil~Lk. 

There is another reason I go to Geneva. It has to do, like 

the threat of nuclear war, with a danger unique to our century. 
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As Americans we are aware of the danger of government that 

overreaches; in recent years we hav~gJ~ together 

successflrl-.1.y to reverse years of mindless bureaucracy, burdensome 

regulation, stringent taxation and rampant inflation -- all of 

this combining to stifle personal freedom, economic growth and 

social excellence. Our Founding Fathers learned first-hand 

terrible but somehow most easily forgotten lesson: 

as always posed the most serious and endjutring threat to the 

freedom of man. 

The twentieth century qoweve,_-r has quantum leap in 

this threat to freedom. Ol!re, a£tez all, is a century where 
u1"'1J w:,. ~ !t'c.-w 1"1 ,/' '1f4oll~~ 

~science and technology Cfftd.~Pise ef deology has seen the 

birth of the gravest threat to freedom we know -- the police 

state, the totalitarian society. 

I do not think it is necessary to elaborate tonight on the 

human suffering and the loss of life totalitarian governments 

have caused in this century. Hitler's concentration camps or 

Stalin's purges, the Third Reich or the Gulag Archiapelogj the 

advent of totalitarian ideology -- an ideology which justifies 
~ - / ; ,,.,,.,;r f ~ 

any crime or ~~human rights done in the name of the 

state -- has sparked the worse assault in history on the human 

spirit. 

My own views on all of this have been plainly stated in the 

past; I do not think they now need much elaboration. As recently 

as a few weeks ago, I spoke of some specific instances of Soviet 



t 
~ ~ ·} . 

. " "".... " \ , . Page 4 
~..) "~~ .. , .,. 
' ' • v ·, >.. _\ ... ---U\ .,. -..;;~ ... -- -
~ ~ ~~conduct: the invasion of Afghanistan, a~act of aggression that 
..... ~ ~ )', 
', ·. \~~has cost between 750,000 and one million lives not to mention 

i £ '-'.t 
~ ~ ~ ~nearly six million refugees, Soviet intervention in the African 

~J It 

..s 
0 

.._;nations of Angola and Ethiopia, Soviet attempts to establish a 
........ -.:::: ~ . 
~ ~ '~\l\ totalitarian regime in Nicaragua and undermine democracy in this 

.... ~ 
~ ~ hemisphere as-well as in Southeast Asier and there are other 

j~" > "· I 
• .. ~ ~ .. t;n..att~ I could aarve mentioned Soviet sapport atid trainiRg for 
~ t .:r-
" . \ .,... terror 1 st s I the ]] se of che~cal bj ola<jiee l wee1901t• i I I Sr lilt 11esst 

'+ ~~ 
~ ~ o • hsi..il,, the list goes on. 

- "..+-.. 
~ ~ ~ · I think you know some well-meaning individuals have of ' \\) ... ~ 

""" ,_"' ~~ course objected to candor on these points by myself and other 
""'-' ~ 

\.-\ ~ rJ i. members of the Administration; most of them do not deny the 
~ ~ ~ ~ +~ ""~~ .... t ,~-t- - - rd/ 

>-.....~ ~{ realitiea{ b~ara any formal mention as both 
' .s ' "'~~ ....... 

'- ~ , unnecessarily unpleasant and possibly upsetting to the diplomatic 
ll' ... 

J\ \ .s -
·~ " ~ process. 

--... $ 

'-~.I,~ . . 
~ ~..: ::--

$ ! - 'v history has shown there is any key to success with the Soviets in 
~ ~ ~ \) 

. ~diplomatic negotiations, it is this: the Soviets must realize 

I think this view is wrong and needs to be addressed. If 

' 

--

that their counterparts harbor no illusions about their ultimate 1 ~ 
1,4/t 'Wv~f' VftJfd-ro,..J no,_ 

goals or intentions and take them seriously. The Soviets ~~ 

... honestly believe that they are in the vanguard of history; even 
bvll'+ 

if the democracies do nothing 

H , "~"' "'" "~ ~ ck"= A t!L i - ~ \ ' <Still regarded as a threat an 
J 

~r against the Soviets -- we al?Q 

~•&r&.e t-­
"'1 ''· ~ 

obr~to the march of history. 

Indeed, our very existence is ~e~al?ded by the Soviets as an act ;~. 
{1"1<c/.'7f ~,·~fe111 "''"',.ff ~ ;_~, 

of aggression against themselves1 Any sudden shifts in our long ' 

held and realistic views on this point but especially any 

well-intentioned but naive statements minimizing the crucial 
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moral difference between totalitarianism and democracy runs the 

risk of seriously disrupting the negotiating process. That is 

because the Soviets will either regard such expressions as a ruse 

and react with distrust or should they believe them authentic, 

regard them as hopelessly naive and seek to exploit or take 

advantage of a counterpart who harbors such pathetic illusions. 

Winston Churchill after a long history of negotiating with 

the Soviets put it very well when he advised Western leaders: 

"The Soviets have no understanding of such words as honesty, 

honor, trust and truth -- in fact, they regard these as negative 

virtues. They will try every door in the home, enter all rooms 

which are not locked and when they come to a house that is 

barred, if they are unsuccessful in breaking through it, they 

will withdraw and invite you to dine genially that same evening." 

But there is a second reason why the candor I have practiced 

about the Soviet Union is important. The support of the people 

is necessary to the successful conduct of foreign policy in a 

democracy. There are some who say don't mention what the Soviets 

are really about because the people won't really understand the 

complex idea of having to both negotiate with the Soviets but yet 

recognize their essential nature. Well, the truth is such people 

make the mistake so many people in this city make: nobody knows 

better than the American people the essential nature of the 

Soviet Union. One of the great disturbances that ever took place 

in the body politics, one of the reasons this Administration has 

received such support for our defense buildup and vigorous 

foreign policy has been because the American people have a 
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profound and deep understanding -- the kind of understanding that 

comes from people who can't live in Washington and have common 

sense of the Soviet intentions and the threat they pose to our 

freedom. The American people understand, as President Eisenhower 

put it in his farewell address that, "we face a hostile 

ideology -- global in scope, atheistic in character, ruthless in 

purpose and insidious in method." Or as one friend of mine and a 

man who to millions was the quintessential quiet American, Gary 

Cooper put it, "From what I hear about communism I don't like it 

because it isn't on the level." 

But it is not just because the American people are realistic 

about the Soviets that those of us in government must speak 

candidly about them. There is something even more important. I 

have noted before that once we stop making public the crucial 

moral distinctions about ourselves and the Soviets, once we stop 

speaking out for what is right it is not long before we stop 

\:/). standing up for what is right. The real danger then is to 

('Y~ ourselves, to deny the most important part of ourselves. The 

\•~ American people believe with all their heart in what gave birth 

~ ~Jto this Nation, a respect for the rights of human beings to live 

rt{"~ out their own destiny -- our whole experiment is based on self 

~V~ government said James Madison -- the mass of men were not borne 

to wear saddles on their backs said Thomas Jefferson. This is a 

a part of us we must not and cannot deny. We Americans have 

always stood for freedom, please God that we shall stand for 

freedom -- we hope and pray and our work as a Nation will never 
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be fully complete until each man, women and child enjoys the 

rights of human dignity and personal freedom. ~ 
( -t. e 1o<M. 

This then is also why I go to Geneva. To speak for freedomj 

r., ~- t-~ .,J td ,. I, , e J" lfA • 



(Dolan) 
November (! 19 8 5 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: TO THE NATION -- GENEVA SUMMIT 

In 48 hours, I will be leaving for Geneva to meet with Mr. 

Gorbachev, the leader of the Soviet Union. Very few events 

attract as much attention as .summit conferences and I felt it was 

my duty to report directly to you tonight on this meeting and its 

significance. 

Now, I don't think it's any mystery why most of us regard 

summit conferences as a good idea. The danger of thermonuclear 

wa~d the havoc it would wreak is, as President Kennedy put it, 

a modern sword of Damocles dangling over the head of each of us. 

~ -k {;.t,{-~ 
1.Y;'~he awful reality of these weapons is rea:c::ty- Mdy a 

kind of terrible cresendo to the steady, dehumanizing progress of 

modern warfare itself in this century. To a few people here in 

this office recently, I recalled a hotly debated issue in my own 

college years -- which by the way also took place in this 

century when some of us strenuously argued that in the advent 

of another world war no civilized person and certainly no 

American woul~y an order to attack purely civilian targets. 

Humanity, we were certain, would never come to that. Well, World 

War II and 34 million civilian casualties later we were all 

sadly, tragically wiser. At least today we can say we have fewer 
~) ~~~ ~).>--. 

illusions: we know a World War III · vast 

devastating destFuct~n with perhaps 90 percent civilian 

casualties. 
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Believe me, the office I now occupy leads to serious 

reflection on all this. Whenever I travel, for example, I am 

followed by a military aide who carries with him a small black 

attache case -- "the football" is its nickname. It is a grim 

reminder of the narrow line our world walks every day because it 

contains the codes necessary for retaliation to a nuclear attack 

on the United States. 

And this office provides another sobering, even sadder 

perspective on our world, one I will talk about to Mr. Gorbachev 

~ ~at;;~ ~~~ention to you now. The 23 million lives lost 

since the end of World War II in conventional and regional 

conflicts are stark evidence that a strictly nuclear conflict is 

far from the only danger we face. In recent years, America has 

had her share of fallen sons; Korea, Vietnam, other military 

engagements including terrorist attacks have been part of this 

terrible cost. And many times at this desk I have had to 

dischange the most difficult duty I have as President: to find 

the words of comfort for grieving mothers and fathers. I don't 
~~;~~ 

have to tell you how regularly I fail~se there are no 

such words. f'1.t 1 s one reason why earlier this year when I visited 

those places in Europe that had seen so much suffering during 

World War II, I said a voice could be heard there, a voice from 

our century and from every century, the same voice I have heard 

in such sorrow here in this room, the voice of humanity crying 

out in anguish but in hope for peace -- and for the end to war. 

This is why I go to Geneva. For peace. And in hope. The 

hope of never having to face that awful option of nuclear 
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retaliation; the hope of never again having to speak from this 

office to grief-stricken loved ones, the hope that someday our 

Nation and the Soviet Union and all the people of the world will 

learn to heed the age-old cry of mankind for peace among all 

nations. 

There is another reason I go to Geneva. It has to do, like 

the threat of nuclear war, with a danger unique to~ century. 

fo'v.A.~ 
s Americans we aLe ....warec of the danger~ of government that 

overreaches1a~ mindless bureaucracy, burdensome regulation, 

stringent t~xation and rampant inflatio~ stifle personal 

freedom, economic growth and social excellence. Few knew better 

than our Founding Fathers that excessive government had brought 

many nations to economic ruin and led to foreign adventure and 
~OJ.] 

war. rhey left us their special appreciation for history's most 

terrible but, somehow, most easily forgotten lesson: that the 

abuse of government power has always posed the most serious and 

end.@Jllring threat to the freedom of man. 

~the twentieth century, with the development of science 
v-L~ ~ 

and technology and the rise of modern ideology, ha-s given as a 
ht.ttYY ~ Jo111.'le/ 

f... quantum leap in the s"N.e,..<ff thtr't threat ~e ~reedma,.. =iR ettr time 

~ 
,we saue seen the birth of the gravest threat to freedom ever 

known -- the police state, the totalitarian society. 

~don't think I ~ave to elaborate t~ on the human 

suffering and the loss of life totalitarian government~ 

caused in this century. Hitler's concentration camps or Stalin's 

purges, the Third Reich or the Gulag Archipaelog, the advent of 

totalitarian ideology -- an ideology which justifies any crime or 
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affront to the individual done in the name of the state -~~ 
1 

sparked the worse assault in history on the human spirit.f~ 

this point, my own views have been plainly stated in the past; ~ 

--40 not think they now need much elaborat:i.Q.µ. Only as recently as 

a few weeks ago, I spoke of some specific instances of Soviet 

conduct: the invasion of Afghanistan, one that has cost between 

750,000 and one million lives not to mention nearly six million 

refugees, Soviet intervention in the African nations of Angola 

and Ethiopia, Soviet attempts to establish a totalitarian regime 

in Nicaragua and undermine democracy in this hemisphere; the list 

goes on. 50 ~ ~ ~·l";.~;;"lf:;IJ$7ft-:==-~ 
\_~on this here, se··i0 ver, hecause...:t' think most of yoti .\-'""I~ 

c. "4. 'A...' '1' "" J/1.1.<W) 
-1' ~ .. ":.:..k-imw that some well-meaning individttals have ob~ in the past 
)' ~- . .....--~ ~ ~~-
\ft'. C'l",t. can or about communism by myself and other members of ~ / /LI. L 

~ \, 7'o;;;'"'t= c1.'f.c- ~ee~ C1,·/,~c..·;..e~ /,-, !>o.-..c.. ii.vii--~ 4 k'"YI 
Administration/ ·Most of tae~e people don' L deny the reality o:E-- ., "'- / , 

; o C v v<.. -to f •'" s ,,,, -e ~e.,. f I e ~ I- ,.,/0 "-.___/· 

what we say but they sincerely believe t · a · · ~~ 

~ c-WL. ~~ i•·· *'i=) (JI' ,(°f· 
in obscurity where ~ less unpleasanness likely to I~ 

~ .-/If history has shown there is any key to dealing successfully 
\V ~ 

with the Soviets it is ~s: the Soviets must 

(D<-,h'~take them seriously~l, ~harbor 
ultimate Soviet goals and 

mirror image of 

wrong and arrogant to assume that it is. 

realize that we 

no illusions about 

believe that the march of history is embodied in Soviet power, 

and }~~e existence of the democracies is seen by L~tt1 as 



existence 1is considered by them as an act of a~gression a ainst 
,,, Je #-t-' ~ .,.,~s-' ., 

themselves r-aeJains t their ir;il:;u •l: gy and against istory. A'" 
. tl'ba, ~"! •'o/> ,·,,_j,.,;p!:J ~ ~ -t'I? )J( /fly . 

That is whY any sudden shifts't~t-~vfr .,,7t~;·:::;1 
realistic and long-held views about any ~"Jo I 
'u,t/l--,'~f-~ /All-~ t<,,"11 fl1t 
~e~atement~mizing the crucial moral distinction >6 ~nif.; 

between totalitarianism and democracy . i:ends ~o seriott~ly disrtt.pt .'~:.,Ir,~ 

the..._negotia~g preees-s. In the past when such statements have 
I 

been made, the Soviets have either regarded them as a ruse and 

~""~ '~ reacted with distrust or looked on ~em(as hopelessly naive and 

reacted by forgetting about serious negotiating and gij"firg-• ilr i' f.,J 
' I'.~ ct \cJ..·.,~ ci_V ve -cJC,p r.,·h(f-:....- ~ ~ ~ 

~(flistead ~ <(OffiPulsiDa....-to .Nmple~~ A:X~etpatt who ... 

harbor~c illusions aboutvfhe nature of the world 

struggle. 

All of this is why, after a long experience of negotiating 

with the Soviet~Winston Churchill advised Western diplomats to 

never forget: "The Soviets ••. [have no understanding of such 

words as honesty, honor, trust and truth -- in fact, they regard 

these as negative virtues. They] will try every door in the 

home, enter all rooms which are not locked and when they come to 

a house that is barred, if they are unsuccessful in breaking 

through it, they will withdraw and invite you to dine genially 

that same evening." / 'I t- ~~·fk y111 +o .. ,'7'-'~· 1:. 
"'"' t 1-'o t>l ., v..-. 

So I go to Geneva with no illusions~~nd it i• m;y duty as 
. l ~ v, '- ae y •.. ~" t fo .h ~ ffa""" President tg remiBd Ji30'~ hao& any either. One summit 

conference does not 



0 '""" ~ . 
' 

µ .J-,. Ii~~ :1-4 
~",.. .~ " , .. .,,,~:tr., .. #11-,,CA-1.C.. 

process for peace/ Nor does Mean the essential J 

(!.« f!oi+,,t'lt? :>Kd""-./ Cu/.•d1·' 
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nature of the struggle now going on in the world has been changed 
J 

'\.-~ o~~iets ~eir long-term goals and 

l -~ b ' . 4t ~ f . d . 1' t _ \ o Ject1 ves. -we- Hl:us=t never orget as Pres1 ent Eisenhower put -· / •, 

"""r ~ in his farewell address to the American people.1·~ "we face a 
Jr / 

ostile ideology -- global in scope, atheistic in character, ' "'- {. ... <t 1 i! uthless in purpose and insidious in method." 

'f''~~ - ~~ere is a second reason why those of us in government 
,)~ K -ls' \ ( r,,oAJo'l..M- 1-o ) ~ ~ 1' f ·'> ct 
V\ ~"' ;t mus~ about the dangers we face abroa~k see /. there.. . 

~ ~~ j ~ ~~:e who will camo~~e~1:t7!-re~'!ti~b~ 
e J!.. ~ jli 1 cussl!a because you the people e~ tr.a<.t,~ ~mpia~e _) 

.~~~-~- I 
, l P'-.1' tf,, '( e veu Ct>- i--e.. 

... : ~ ~of having to negotiate with the Soviets a-t the same 
~ J,t-$ <c/{JfflV<l 19-9- ~ "'IJt~~.·f, gcJ-,'-...... . ..I 

.::::; ~ t.tme reeo9nigi~g ~heir essestial Rature. ~ell, I think most of 

~~\ you know that I have never been much for the conventional wisdom 
" ~ "/Ill t\l\IWI, -t-' .. -t qi~ 

ere in the Capitol; :i.a--fae,t ~ r 'v~always had the odd idea that 
p / ,yi("' 

not only can the people handle the truth a~t ~aa~ they know more 

about it than the seers and sayers alon~ the Potomac. ~ 1 1~ A-
\f:..t~ ~ 

~i:;i. fact;..,('6Ile of the greatest dislocations that ever took 
)~~· 

place in our bod olitic occurr~1 i~_!he late 70's when Ottr '; 

r~~:....:....::::z..._:__~~~~~p::::e::ir-1.,..ni t Led to ~heft-±.herrl.-s •o mp cb talk'3,J 

. . '-t.,,~,~'?t- ~ 
he-re :i:n Wa~l1111g Lon abo~ how sensel ~ some o.f our fears about 

ommunism were~~erican people knew this was wrong and~~ 
.~ ~ i-d +-~ <.t dv-c•h ~ ~c1'11e,/.t 

gravely disturbed that's why you have so strong y supported 

this Administration in our defense buildup and our pursuit of a 

vigorous foreign, such as our actions in Grenada or our recent 
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ake,seriously the reality of Soviet power and the threat it 

poses to world freedom. Yot:P-ve never had illusien!I os this J2.0in.t 

ct.hers have had. As a friend ef mine t!l"l:6. 'Ea<w 111a~ften thought 

communism I don't like it because it isn't on the 

level." 

people won't understand; I say the people already understand and 

that they can be trusted. Indeea "taat tb0 y must he trusted; 

~~o policy and especially no foreign policy can be 

successfully carried out by a democratic government without the l 
~ ~ ':?af rJ.D 14' .f f.,,.7 ,,. It.. rct pto f c... 

support S, to 
co.,·+- v .. Je,., ... ~ .. *"J · t; ,~4i'f"~'-: f,...,,,..,,... ti...e 

J le _..,,le ~~J. 
<., 1:--:;/ 

"'ec.-~ /} day ever when the leaders of this Nation ~ 

remain silent in the face of foreign aggression or stop speaking 

out about the repression of human rights then truly the cause of 

America~e cause of freed~a~ been lost, and the great heart 

of this country has been broken. 
--~-------~---~------~~ 

Our belief in the dignity of the individual 

worth in the sight of God gave birth to this 

and in his or 
I ; 1-

COUntry a'5ld is , 
central to our being. "Our whole experiment is based on the 

capacity of the people for self-government," said James Madison' 
I 

and Thomas Jefferson said }'(, more directly: "The mass of men 

were not born to wear saddles on their backs," and again "The God 

who gave us life, gave us liberty as well." This is our past, it 
~ jr 

is a part of us, we must nQk: deny nor~ forsak~ ~ Americans 
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have always stood for 

~ wt ~~ IJ,'t"f/ 

freedom and we k~ow ~eapl~'can n~ 
Co WJ p/vte:, I ""'t t ... .,. ~ ~ k"1~,J 

a Nation ..can Rever. be comple~l each ~d our work as 

man, woman and child on earth knows the blessings of liberty. 

And this is the second reason I go to Geneva. For freedom; 

~r the right of ever people and every nation to choose their ~ 
./ ,· <tf- e<14"'1 "~"' +• Jl~fo/~ (,.Is ""1 .A-"'I M,..... ~ ~ fo 

future' 1 in the 1gn1ty God intended for eac o is 

chillren.1:Hp..re then we can see the Geneva dilemma, the dilemma 

Q.,J;--CUJ.J;.......:~me-s-:-tTQ.......c.an neither permit civilization to perish in a 

~v<}7 nuclear holocaust nor freedom to wither under the steady and 

~
0

~ rentless assault of totalitarianis~~jear war is an 
~I ~ 

~0>\\ impossible option 1&.ut so too is a world under totalitarian ruleJ ~ 
,t}~' \ 4 +(>-\U.1 ~ / 

u."'i ./' __.My fellow Afi\ericans, how th,.~n are we to steer "M;'~~a--tt~t...:--r-t:--:--i 
{ ._l. \'" ., .. t •• -rft..u. d·"'~ """ ~, +4-~ o/ A.AA h"W&d-.1 wtvJ 

1 
, cfi 1 eftltRa , 
~ ff- Mr~~,, J 

cause far h~ ~o~p~e~ti=l::;.~.=.::;~e.,;;.._~c~a~u~s~e~~F;:~:;;-::;--;::-~~~=:;:;~~;:;;--=--~;,-

~ ~ot o ly survive but triumph~aps ~n soQner than_any of us 
/A .fi1\ ' ~~ .. \.441,A: ,•t 1'> 01 5 c4k y,.;;r I 

had eveJt\ dared • Wistory may well record tha1> -ehe- great -r ~· ~ I \i1A~ I tJ..-lu... __) 
paradox of our eeR~~~ry that saw so much bloodshed and 

~ 
heartache and gave birth to the ~n menaces~ear weapons 

and totali tarian~he century tha\iinrts !iosing 

decades f~stere<T he greatest flowering of mankind's age old 
U'7P''r~/ 
-qcre~ freedom and human dignit ~ the greatest movement in 

history towards free institutions and democratic self-rule, 
~ ~nsider, for example, that at the start of this century there 

were only a handful of democracies in the entire world~~y 
.·~ 

;t.Here a~ more than 50 ckrd one-third of the world's population is 

living under democratic rule. 1tje.. gan SQe the changehtere in our ~ 
~ fa, ~ ~ ":{_ ~ c~ a,:__., 

hemisphere w~tot tha!l90 percent of the people in Latin 
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~ 
America are living under governments with democratic rule or 

governments headed in that direction ... i• ~dramatic reversal 
,) 

from only a few years ago. 

~communist world is far from immune to this worldwide 

movement. ~14s~~ was right, the demand for economic 
~~f':l:M~'+· ~"' e 

well-being has e into 

political order; ~e 
conflict would~ 

conflict with the old 

was wrong about predicting where this 

Contrary to Marx's prediction, it is the 
+-u ~· 

democracies that are vibrant and growing -- bringing ~s people 

higher and higher standards of living even as freedom grows and 

deepens~while it is the communist world where economies 

stagnate, technology lags and the people are restless and unhappy 

·*'ff&~~/ with their lives. Sov ~ven in the communist world, the great 

longing for personal freedom and democratic self-rule, the 

realization that economic progress is directly tied to the 

operation of a free market, surfacdg, again and again. In an 
- J kt~~...> 

astonishing turnaround from only a few years ago~ China has 

adopted sweeping economic reforms.~~any Eastern European 

nations even now are seeking higher and higher standards of 

living for their people and although for the moment Polish ·- _0, . ~ 
\ ~l~ ~ ~a/~ />.A.A~ ,.w.. J 

Solidarity has been suppresseCi) · . ~ ~ ~ 

h . . . d'ff' 1 . ~~ ~ In t e Soviet Union too, severe economic i icu ties are Jv._ 

it meets resistance to foreign adventure 

himself 
~ 

~ 

begins to 
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ponder how to lend more legitimacy to its government by allowing 

the~people more of voice in their own destiny. 

~Think what this would mean for the prospects 
"""" ,_j;j;) ,...I~: ) 

of peace~ 7 i'#: ;;> 

Consider what a process of democratization within the Soviet 

Union might contribute. Public involvement in the peace movement 

would grow as it has in the West and the enormous Soviet military 

budget nearly 15 percent of the gross national product would 

suddenly be subjected to public scrutiny as it is here in the 

West. And the problem of verification -- one of the central 

difficulties in negotiating arms control agreements -- could be 

dramatically eased. Above all, the suspicion and distrust which 

is endemic to clo~:,:.political systems, and which so poisons the 

pursuit of peace~he Soviet Union and the United States would be 
_) 

greatly alleviated. 



course -- one that b egi n s t o lend legitimacy to their government 

by allowing its people a voice in their own destiny. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Consider what this would mean for the prospects of peace. 

Consider what a process of democratization within the Soviet 

Union might contribute. Public involvement in the peace move -et 

would grow as it has in the West -- the enormous Soviet militar 

budget -- nearly 15 percent of the gross national product would 

suddenly be subjected ·to public scrutiny. The problem of 

verification -- one of the central difficulties in negotiating 

arms control agreements could be dramatically eased. 

Above all, the 

suspicion and distrust which is endemic to closed political 
""1 \' f ~vJ__j 

systems, and which so poison~ pu~~t of peace, would be 

Yet even if this process does not take place soon -- I 

believe the renewed strength of the democratic movement 

complimented by a global campaign for freedom would strengthen 

the prospects for arms control. 

Such a campaign would make clear that we in the West do not 

intend to continue the mistakes of prior generations and other 

governments who failed to take seriously the stated intention of 

their adversaries, who engaged in the self-delusions that in 1938 

led to the invasion of Poland or in 1980 the invasion of 

Afghanistan. 



because the devleopment of science and tehcnology ;couldped 

with the force of modern ideology have caused a quntum leap in 

this danger by giving birth to the police state, the 

toatliatirin society. 

our goals must be limited if we attempt to resolve all 

our defiferences we'd be in Geneva to see Halleys comment the 

next time around 

I appreciate your suggestion for the conference from the 

profound ones on defensive researh the less profound ones that I 

bring to GEnva strognoff falvored jelly beans. 

I have bee happy to see the russians so forthright in 

stating views, I and I'm del;ighted to see they belive as frimly 

as we do in the value of Amreica's free pressd. 

There something else in comoom besides the fact we both eat 

the same wheat. 

I espect the metingw ill be difficutl very few worthwile 

things are simple and easy apart from this administration tax 

play. 

I'm glad there don't do well in the first debate; 

different systems when someo says the leader is wrong 

tand teh conequensces are caleld grave ; here we call ita press 

conference. 

change from oppossition rebutall and refsual -- he's 

never deatl with the Cognress. 

Mr. Rogbchev a charming man, I'm sure I'lllike even 

thoughtr I disagree wth his policies the same sort of whte way o 

neill looks at me. 


