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DlE IN AN ACCI DE NT? 

Or Was She Murdered For Humaniz ing 
Rus sia An d Thereby Undermining 
Reagan' s Product ion Of "Rus s i a: 
The Evil Empire". 

By Tim Dillon, USA TODAY 
SAMANTHA SMITH: Died in 
an August 1985 plane crash 

. Jin er_air e 
uestioned 

~~The plane came t.GOOtow ::A0 ~an~ ~ed sh: ft.tiirrun-
i Th~ blamed the 

killed Samantha Smith in ..§ir ~er '£ho gave 
Maine last year might be pre- the pilot approach instructions. 
vented if commuter planes had Smith, a Manchester, Maine, 
to have the same safety equip- schoolgirl, gaiited worldwide 
ment as major airline jets, fed· fame when she wrote late Sovi­
eral ofticials said Tuesday. et leader Yuri Andropov about 

An absence of key equip- her fear of nuclear ~ 
ment - such as cockpit voice The board urged e F 
recorders - made it impossi- force commuter airlin o car­
ble for the National Transpora- ry recorders and equipment 

Safe o say for that warns a pilot when his 
_ hat caused the )3ar Har- plane is too low. 

~r · · lane cniSh in Au- "I'm getting tired of the FAA 
gust, 1985, which ki~ed Smi~·ig~ill feet;" ~board 
13, her father thers rman Jim Burnett. 

Howeve B · C airman ric ia 
pilot w m t fault be- Gol~ 
cause h~ uld have aborted bled ~ threa!15{' 
his landing attempt ~ch ~ . i re-

cent commuier crashes. 
Steven Mnm of the airline. now ca1lecl Eastern Exo~. 

Tuesdwf;re1d fl~t crew aie: 
J)ers "eJiience wed men" 

Samantha's mother, Jane 
Smith, has ftled a $50 million 
suit against the airline. 

Excerpt s From Ant hony Lew is Editoria l, 
October 2, 1986, The New York Time s: 

Reagan Administration did when Ko­
rean Air Lines Flight 007 was shot 
down in 1983. Seymour Hersh tells the 
story in gripping detail in his superb 
book " The Target Is Destroyed." 

U:S. Air Force intelligence con­
cluded within a day of the attack that 
the Russians had not known it was a 
civilian airliner when they shot it 
down. They thought lt was a U.S. spy 
plane, an RC-135, that in fact had 
flown near the same area of the 
Soviet Union the same evening. 

Without waiting ror fittelligence 
conclusions, Secretary Shultz de­
nounced the Russians for knowingly 
shooting down a civilian plane. Presi­
dent Reagan then made a television 
speech about what he called the " Ko­
rean airline massacre." He said it 
had been a deliberate " act of barba­
rism," arising from the brutal nature 
of Soviet society. "There is no way," 
he said, that " a pilot could mistake 
this for anything other than a civilian 
airliner." 

arken..,t the soviet image. ·"Soviet 
rutality in this incident," the direc­

tive said, · ~presents an opportugity to 
1,;eyerse the false morat and" political 
·~cemaker' perception that their 
~gimehas been cultivatin_g." 

Within a short time there was gen­
eral acceptance in the U.S. Govern­
ment of the intelligence finding that 
the shooting down of K.A.L. 007 had 
been the result of Soviet mistakes, not 
a deliberate act. But no one corrected 
the hyperbolic picture of Soviet " bar­
barism." 

- Mass Ma i led Oct. 3, 1986 

Ruling in Accident That Killed 
Girl~ Wi oviet 
~ . 

W A,SHING , pt 30 (AP) -
Federal investigators concluded today 
that the pilot of a commuter airplane 
that crashed in Maine, killing the 
schoolgirl Samantha Smith and seven 
other people, should not have tried to 
land after encountering problems in an 
erau 

~ ~::g!::;~~=~mmuter :"; · st short 
~~~~~~W!~~icipal Air-

port. 1ctims was the 13-
year-old Maine girl whose appeal for 
world peace led to visit to the Soviet 
Union and worldwide attention. 

Investigators for the National Trans­
portation Safety Board found that the 
small Beech 99 aircraft's approach to 
the airport was extremely unstable 
and not properly aligned with the a ir­
port's instrument landing beacon. It 
also concluded that the plane was de­
ec.ending much too rapdlly. 

"1be prudent thing to have done Is to 
have exercised a missed approach" 

=~t ~=sP~8!!:~=j~f; 
man of the N~~~tion 
Safety Board. 

~
ther board 

ae said many 
~ swered be-
cause the plane had neither a device to 
record conv · · it nor 

rd flight data. 
"We have a lot of information miss­

.1111 that would help us know what went 
~re." Mr I anher said. -

&::example, ir.v<>stigators said tha t 
10me navigational instruments might 
have become wet because of a leak in 
the cockpit window and that this might 
have affected the path of the aircraft. 
But the safety board report concluded 
tbat no substan-
tiate strument failure. 

lnitso ca , eboard at-
tributed the accident to ;.·the captain'.s 
continuation ot an unstabllized ap­

...-:!!!!£h." 
"ibe boafd said a contributing factor 
was improper advice on a maneuver 
that an air traffic controller gave the 
pilot when radar showed the plane not 
to be in line for a proper approach. But 
the board emphasized that the pilot 
was under no requirement to follow the 
controller's guidance. 

All eight people aboard the aircraft, 
Including Samantha Smith's father, Ar­
thur, 45 years old, were killed as the 
smal ed into a 
.....,,~~ area about a half-mile of 
the airport. 

1be Smiths were returning from a 
trip to England, where she had been on 
location with the cast of a United States 
television series. ----


