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August 22, 1988

Dear Dr. Vickrey:

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you

for your recent letter concerning a mandatory waiting period
for firearms purchases. He was pleased to learn that you
share his views on this issue.

Thank you also for your kind words of support for the
President. He is determined to make these final months
of his Administration productive and successful.

With the President's appreciation and best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Dr. Jim Vickrey
2701 F Scott Court
Montgomery, AL 36106

AVH/TREASURY/AVH/CAD/ckb (8AVH)
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Dear Dr. Vickrey:

On Bzhalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for
your recent letter concerning a mandatory waiting period for
firearms purchases. We were pleased to learn that you share

our views on this issue.

~ Thank you also for your kind words of support for the President.

It is our hope as well that the final months of this Administration

RANCAAD2.
will be productive and msaa%ygful. To borrow your eater metaphor,

we look forward to a "curtain callf\m§rk d by\!encores four
Ny
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Sincerely,

A Lkgé:fa

Dr. Jim Vickrey
2701 F. Scott Court
Montgomery, AL 36106



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY c Om ON D
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1988

T & 4:}6>T:>

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR
CORRESPONDENCE AGENCY LIAISON

FROM: ¥nii%er A. sour
Acting Executive Secretary

SUBJECT: Constituent Letter on Firearm Waiting Period
(White House ID: 584624)

Per your request, I have attached a draft reply to Jim Vickrey's
letter to the President concerning a mandatory waiting period
for firearms purchases.

Attachment



T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

AUGUST 1, 1988

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
ATTN: BATF

ACTION REQUESTED:

DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 584624

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JULY 7, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: DR. JIM VICKREY
2701 F. SCOTT COURT
MONTGOMERY AL 36106

SUBJECT: JOINS MRS. JAMES BRADY IN APPRECIATION FOR
THE STATEMENT ON GUN PURCHASE WAITING PERIOD
AND URGES PROPOSING THE ENACTMENT OF SAME BY
STATUE, STATE OR FEDERAL

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON

E&6r8te

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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THE NEW+vORK TIMES WASHINGTON TALK THURSDAY, JULY 7, 19

The Gun Control Debate

Reagan Statement

By BARBARA GAMAREKIAN
Special 1o The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 6 — A presti-
gious American who holds a life
membership in the National Rifle As-
sociation made a suggestion recently
that set off reverberations here.

At a news conference at the eco-
nomic summit in Toronto
late last month, Reagan,
who has been a staunch opponent of
gun control as well as a longtime

ber of the rifle pro-
posed that a mandatory waiting
riod be required before the de-
ivery of a gun to a purchaser. He said
such a wrb:’ would give hvl‘-enfome-
ment agencies an opportunity to ex-
amine the would-be buyer’'s back-

ground.

“And then they come back after
that investigation,” Mr. Reagan said,
“and if they don't have a record of
any crimes or mental problems, or
anything of that kind, they are al-
lowed to take their gun home.”

An ‘Infringement’ on Rights

Reaction from the N.R.A. was swift.
““We oppose a waiting period both in
principle and pragmatically,” said
David Conover, the association’s Fed-

eral liaison. “It represents an in-
fringement on the rights of law-abid-
ing citizens.” i

have rejected the

Twenty-two states now require a
waiting period of some kind.

Marlin Fitzwater, the chief White
House esman, said Mr. Reagan's
remarks should not be as
a call for Federal !

»

Buoys Opponents of

The New York Times/Michael Geissinger

Sarah Brady, wife of James 8. Brady, with Representative Edward F.

Feigh

left, sp of a
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e to waiting
Shields of Handgun Control Inc.

citizens’ lobby, pointing to the grow-
ing national concern over the connec-
tion between guns and drugs.

Mr. Shields, a former marketing
manager for the Du Pont Comp-nz;
hel; organize Handgun Control
1974 after his son was shot and killed
at random in San Francisco.

““Nancy Reagan has been leading

the fi di in this coun-
try,” r..m :ﬂ “and people
are

beginning to be aware of the enor-
mous number of drug guns that are
pm:hnog in states without
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The remark is seen
as a sign of the
N.R.A'’s declining
influence.

“I'was just thrilled,” she said of the

mmlm':m?m in L(e:umn he
m; rt t

believed in, but hldlzverhumnlm

it before.”

Control. She has been work-
the halls of the House in behalf of
the amendment, which was intro-
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Rifle Group

lobbying groups and the Justice De-
partment in supporting legislation
that passed last year banning armor-
piercing bullets, a measure that was
initially fought by the rifle associa-
tion. Law-enforcement officials say
criminals use this type of ammuni-
tion to kill police officers wearing bul-
letproof vests.

In an advertisement that ran in a

a ted and a long-
time advocate of more gun
controls, who shot and with
an unregistered gun, a

had climbed over his fence to take a
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Dr. Jim Vickrey
2701 F Scott Court
Montgomery, AL 36106
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.



U.S. Department of Justice
Office of the Deputy Attorney General
Executive Secretariat

Mm/w 23 9FF

NOTE TO: Sally Kelley, Agency Liaison, WH

FROM: Geraldine Jennings, DOJ/Exec. Sec./633-2063
RE: White House Correspondence

Based on the recamendation(s) fram the office(s)

best suited to respond to the following corres-
pondence; please transmit.

FROM RERRG,

pominkes Gy

T)# F4#733 20 »



T HE WHITE HOUSE OF FICE

REFERRAL

AUGUST 16, 1988

TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 584733

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JULY 15, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. JERALD R. VAUGHN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS
OF POLICE, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 6010
GAITHERSBURG MD 20878

SUBJECT: REQUESTS SUPPORT IN GETTING THE U.S. CONGRESS
TO PASS THE BRADY AMENDMENT TO H.R. 4916, THE
ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT OF 1988, ESTABLISHING
A NATIONAL 7-DAY WAITING PERIOD FOR
HANDGUN PURCHASERS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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Phone (301) 948-0922

Cable Address IACPOLICE

Middletown, OH

Parliamentarian
Francis B. Looney
Farmingdale, NY

Jerald R. Vaughn
Executive Director

July 15, 1988

The Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The International Association of Chiefs of Police is the world's largest and
oldest association of police executives, with over 15,000 members in the
United States and 68 nations. IACP members 1lead and manage our nation's
largest city, county, and state police agencies, as well as our suburban and
rural police departments. The vast majority of America's police officers are
under the direct supervision of IACP members.

You last addressed the IACP membership in 1981 at our annual.conference in.New
Orleans. In your remarks at that time, you made very strong commitments to
pubTic safety and voiced a high level of support for law enforcement. Now,
more than ever, law enforcement needs your help. America has turned into the
world's largest shooting gallery. Every day on average, 63 American citizens
are killed in criminal homicide events and over 2,700 are victims of armed
robberies. Thousands are injured in criminal assaults by armed assailants and
the number of suicides and accidental shootings are staggering. It does not
have to happen. We have made it so easy for people to obtain handguns that we
are literally stripping many of our citizens of a decent quality of 1life, free
from senseless violence. Many of the victims of the events I referred to knew
the assailant. In fact, most were friends, relatives or acquaintances who
legally obtained firearms, but never should have.

The police in this nation are not anti-gun. We would never support a ban on
all weapons or confiscation of any law-abiding citizen's guns. We only seek
to have reasonable measures enacted that increase the 1likelihood that guns
will not, fall into the hands of people who should not have them. At the same
New OrTeans conference in 1981, the chiefs, through formal resolutijon, asked
Congnesswio adept«a-strong,~nationalnhandgun purchaser screening program_to

in the ]ast 20 yearsl T have attached a summary of that resolution for your
review. One of the main features of the resolution was a._mandatory waiting
period of at least 15 days to allow police to conduct a background check of
the purchaser. We have been unsuccessful up to this point in having a handgun
purchaser screening program enacted.




President Ronald Reagan
Page Two
July 15, 1988

On June 21, 1988, you responded to questions from Sam Donaldson wherein you
voiced your support for waiting periods, background checks and mandatory
training--the very things police chiefs have been calling for. We could not
have been more pleased or encouraged when we read your verbatim comments. We
hoped with the support of the President of the United States we could restore

some sanity and common sense to the gun issue. For are

-calling on.you, counting on you, to help us get Congress to pass the Brady
Amendment to HR 4916, the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, _This amendment, named

after the wife of your press secretary who was gunned down senselessly on the
same day you were, would establish a national seven-day waiting period for
handgun purchasers. The drug-gun relationship is indisputable. We can't deal
with the drug problem and ignore the guns that protect their trade. A
national law is necessary because people simply go to states where it is easy
to buy guns and transport them back to states with strict laws, thus rendering
the law ineffective. This bill is a start--a step in the right direction. It
is also strongly opposed by the National Rifle Association and other pro gun
groups. They have announced that they are going to pull out all the stops to
have the amendment defeated. We know the dilemma this creates, particularly
in an election year. The bottom line is that it is not possible to be for law
enforcement and the NRA both on this issue. Our positions are diametrically
opposed. We hope you will come to our aid on this measure. We have not had
the administration's support on other firearms matters, but we hope we can
count on you this time.

We do support mandatory sentencing to deal with armed criminals.
Unfortunately, mandatory sentencing has become a hollow threat to armed
criminals because of our overcrowded prisons and jails. Besides, sentencing
after the crime has occurred is like closing the gate after the horses are
out--it does precious little to restore 1life after it is taken by someone who
shouldn't have had a gun in the first place. We must do more to prevent the
violence rather than only continue to react to it after the fact.

The law enforcement community stands united on this issue despite fraudulent
claims to the contrary by the NRA. Please help us on this important public
safety matter. Your public support of the Brady Amendment would be
appreciated very much by the police in America.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can answer any questions or provide
additional information.

S1ncere1y,

Jera]d R. Vaug
Executive Director
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Since 1981, the International Association of Chiefs of Police has urged Congress to
enact a strong national law that would establish a uniform screening program for handgun
purchases. We believe this program should embody the following elements:

1. A mandatory waiting period of at least 15 days.
2. Positive verification of the identity of a prospective purchaser or permit applicant.

3. A mandatory check by local police agencies of all applicants’ state and federal
fingerprint and criminal records.

4. Theissuance of a photo-identification card to approved handgun purchasers/permit
applicants.

5. Mandatory sentencing of persons convicted of crimes involving handguns.

6. Provision for mandatory training and demonstration of proficiency in the lawful
use and security of firearms by the permit holder.

7. Appropriate fees charged to each applicant to wholly support the total costs related
to this system.

In addition to the uniform handgun screening program described above, IACP has
passed a variety of resolutions calling for:

1. A strict uniform national law prescribing the limited circumstances under which
concealed weapons may be carried and a very structured process by which a
permit to carry a concealed weapon may be obtained based upon a clear
demonstration of need.

2. A prohibition on the manufacture, sale, importation, distribution or possession
of weapons constructed of materials or in such a fashion as to evade conventional
detection devices.

3. Retaining the prohibition on the manufacture, sale, importation, distribution or
possession of fully automatic “machine guns” as prescribed in Public Law 99-
308.

4. Improving licensing requirements for gun dealers and enacting strict penalties
for unscrupulous dealers who sell weapons to proscribed persons. Provision must
also be made for transactions between private parties to ensure adequate tracing
capabilities of firearms.

The International Association of Chiefs of Police is the world’s oldest and largest
organization of police executives, with over 15,000 members who lead and direct the
nation’s urban, suburban and rural police departments.



Do Gun Laws Work?

Police officials in other democratic nations believe they do and have supplied the information illustrated below.
In cach of-the nations identified, they have a strong national fircarms law that requires:

® A waiting period

® An extensive background investigation by the local police authority

® [ssuance of a permit to acquire the weapon and to possess it

® Stiff penaltiés that are actually carried out for violation of firearms laws

Each nation has separate provisions for shotguns and long guns that allow for legitimate sporting and recreational
uses.

Comparison of Homicide Rates—U.S. and West Germany
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Comparison of Homicide Rates—U.S. and Canada
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THE WHITE HOUSE

/) WASHINGTON

August 11, 1988

Dear Mr. Ward:

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
recent correspondence regarding a mandatory waiting period prior
to the purchase of a weapon.

A copy of your letter has been forwarded to the appropriate
officials at the Department of Justice for their benefit and
consideration.

I sincerely appreciate your sharing your views with the
Administration,

Sincerely,

Criteg{ ool

Cristena L. Bach
Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs
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Mr. Benjamin Ward e
Police Commissioner ) W
for the City of New York e , i
One Police Plaza [y
New York, New York 10038-1497 /ngk/j “iiraxg' ‘
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THE POLICE COMMISSIONER
CITY OF NEW YORK

July 22, 1988

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

I would like to express my gratitude for your support of
a mandatory waiting period prior to the purchase of a weapon.

It is imperative that measures be taken to reduce the flow
of illegal handguns. A procedure which scrutinizes a purchaser
is definitely beneficial.

Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

i U

Benfjamin Ward
POUICE COMMISSIONER
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
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KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 12, 1988

Dear Mr. Martin:

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
recent correspondence regarding a mandatory waiting period for
handgun purchasers.

A copy of your letter has been forwarded to the appropriate
officials at the Department of Justice for their benefit and
consideration.

I sincerely appreciate your sharing your views with the
Administration. .

Sincerely,

bwitenrf P,

Cristena L. Bach
Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Leroy Martin E;;ﬁy

Superintendent ’/”__ilzlj%;
Chicago Police Department
1111 S State Street i ‘777_7¢
Chicago, Illinois 60605 ST A S \
D77 5//
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OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE
CHICAGO

July 27, 1988

S}) Dear Mr. President,

N We are most appreciative of your support for a mandatory
\/ waiting period for handgun purchasers. Hopefully, your support
will influence the members of Congress to attach the Brady
Amendment to the Omnibus Drug Bill.

We, of the Chicago Police Department, are strongly opposed
to the accessibility of guns to the public because we are all too
familiar with the havoc caused by gun violence.

There is no way anyone can rationalize the need to make guns
available to the public or criminal element of our cities. Yet,
there are thousands of guns out there. How many times during the
year do we actually hear of anyone using a gun to protect his
home from a burglar, home invader or other criminal? Rarely!

More 1likely than not, these guns will be stolen in
burglaries. They will be used to kill or maim during domestic
arguments, or used by children who will accidentally kill
themselves or another.

Chicago Police confiscated more than 12,000 guns in arrests

last vyear. In every drug raid, guns are found. Street gang
members are found to have sophisticated and costly guns when
apprehended. Most of the individuals we deal with in

hostage/barricade situations suffer from mental illness.

More critical and alarming, is the recent escalation of
cases in which police are confronted by armed offenders in
"defense of life" situations. In the first 25 days of July,
Chicago Police have been involved in seven shootings with armed
offenders --- more than we have ever had before during the same
period of time.

continued....



The mandatory waiting period provided by the Brady Amendment
would give law enforcement agencies the opportunity to determine
whether an applicant has a criminal record or suffers from mental
illness. This would help law enforcement agencies tremendously
to curtail some of the handguns moving through the country.

Again, we are appreciative of your support. With vyour
influence and leadership, perhaps we will be successful in
stopping the forces who oppose the Brady Amendmentt/

The President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20005



