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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SH I NG TON 

October 30, 1986 

Dear Miss Mirante: 
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I am writing in response to your July 22 letter to Kenneth Barun 
regarding Un'ted Statas s~pport for the Government o Burma's 
opium eradication program. 

The U.S. considers Burma's aerial spraying program to be one of 
the most successful narcotics control initiatives underway 
anywhere in the world. Our experience has shown that destroying 
drugs at the source hits the weakest link in the drug chain and 
produces the most immediate results. We believe that in time 
Burma's efforts will cut opium production sharply in that major 
producing country. 

Although the hilltribes have traditionally cultivated relatively 
small amounts of opium f or its medicinal and psychoactive 
properties, their introduction of the crop into the international 
money economy is of relatively recent origin. Nevertheless, 
whether for personal use or trafficking, their illegal 
cultivation of opium is as reprehensible as the criminal 
activities of every other person deriving a livelihood from the 
illicit drug trade. Opium-producing hilltribes in Southeast Asia 
are engaged in an enterprise which harms the people of that 
region and Americans alike. 

You suggest that a negotiated settlement between Burma and the 
narcotics trafficking groups could end the Golden Triangle drug 
trade. Even if the legitimate government of Burma were to 
negotiate with the criminal drug traffickers who are seeking its 
overthrow or national dismemberment, there is no basis to assume 
that the realization of the drug traffickers' purported 
"political" objectives would cause them to abandon their very 
lucrative criminal activities. 

Your statement that the 2,4-d herbicide is "highly toxic to 
animals and humans" is incorrect. This is clear even from the Of 
Mice and Molecules extract enclosed with your letter. The U.S. 
and Burma conducted comprehensive environmental impact studie s t o 
assure that 2,4-d does not produce deleterious side effects. 
Through more that 40 years of use, it has proven to be both sa f e 
and effective. 

____&~~~~'!tliirr-tF:'1J771'::.~"7Jr!7!t:Jm~ r-,¥-~ ff 
Six months have passed since the end of Burma's 1985-86 aer i al 
spraying operation. There is no credible evidence to support 
allegations that Burma misused the airplanes or equipment for 
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internationally sprayed, or that the spraying has had any adverse 
effect on humans, livestock, or food crops. If you have any 
concrete evidence which you believe substantiates the claim that 
Burma is conducting "a campaign of chemical terror", we would 
welcome the opportunity to examine it. 

Although there is a considerable gap between your views and those 
of the U.S. government, I was struck by the following statement 
in your "Burma Frontier Insurgency" paper (page 28): "The 
narcotics trade was so profitable that many groups that turned to 
it to finance their political goals ended up discarding their 
political ideals and becoming efficient criminal profit-making 
organizations." That, it seems to me, is the essence of the 
problem. 

Sincerely, 

Carlton 
Director, Drug Abuse Policy and 

Deputy Assistant. to the President 

Miss Edith T. Mirante 
14 Dartmouth Road 
Cranford, NJ 07016 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 4, 1986 

Dear Ann: 

It seems there is someone opposing the 
bilateral eradication program in Burma. 
I have been asked to respond by the 
powers to be. Could you have RR~a~y~6~umr~nr----------.
or someone draft me a strong, hard-hitting 
response for my signature? 

Thanks very much. 

Sincerely, 

Carlton E. Turner 

Honorable Ann B. Wrobleski 
Assistant Secretary 
International Narcotics Matters 
Department of State 
2201 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20520 

Enclosures 
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Mr. Kenneth Barun 

Mrs. Reagan's Project on Drug Abuse 

Room 213, The East Wing, 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Barun, 

. . • 

Project Maje 

14 Dartmouth d. 

Cranford, N.J. 07016 

July 22, 1986 

I am the director of an independent, non-profit project concerned 

with the political situation in Burma, parti arly the insurgency 

there and related issues such as human rights and the narcotics 

trade. Of particular concern is the current herbicide aerial spraying 

program in Northern Burma, as we have been getting information that 

the herbicide spraying is having serious effects on the welfare of 

minority ethnic groups (hill tribes) in that area. 

I would like to draw your attention to the following factors that 

I believe indicate that this program may be inappropriate for use 

in Burma: 

.Military usage of the herbicide against villagesjauspected of 

support for insurgent groups. Burma has in the past used narcotics 

suppression aid for military purposes • 
• Government animosity towards ethnic minority groups, and possible 

lack of concern about effects on herbicides on them • 
. The hill tribes are completely de pendent on growing opium as a 
cash crop. Opium has been grown by these tribes for 100 years, 
and the breakdown o the economy in the Shan state under Ne Win 
has caused them to be completely reliant on the opium crop. There 
is no significant attempt to provide alternative crops to the 

opium destroyed. 
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.In Northern Burma, opium poppies are grown in small fields 

surrounded by food crops; aerial spraying of the herbicide 

will drift over food crops, cotton crops, and water supplies. 

e a erbicide used, 2,4-D, is toxic to food crops grown by 
hill t ribes, and to cotton, and will enter the water supply • 

. +•~lei:, 
The 1'iiiii!iS are uphill of village houses and livestock, and 
often very close to them. The spraying takes place during 
the winter and catches people (mainly women and children) 
working in the fields or resting in field huts • 

• The effects, or feared/perceived effect~ of the 2,4-D spraying 

cause displacement migration of the hill tribes. The spraying 

program is causing hill t ibe villagers in Kengtung to seek 

the protection of insurgent armies (both non-communist and 
communist factions) • 

• The program was originally designed for use in Mexico, where 
poppy growing is a recent, organized crime originated phenomenon, 
and poppy fields tend to be large and isolated. 

I believe that the above considerations, as well as available data 

on the toxicity of 2,4-D to humans, animals, food crops, water, 
soil, etc., indicate strongly that this program should be reviewed 

as to its suitability for use in Burma. 

The solution to the drug trade in the Golden Triangle must, in 
the long run, be a political solution. Only a negotiated settlement 

between Burma and the insurgent groups will bring about peace. Only 

in peace can alternatives to opium growing be developed and instituted. 
For the time being, interdiction efforts, of chemicals and heroin, 
in Thailand, seem to be the best way to squeeze the drug traders. 

Working towards a solution with the insurgents in control of major 
opium traffica points might be another possibility. 
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The 2,4-D spraying program seems to be a most unsatisfactory approach 
to drug suppression. There is, of course, a 11 war on drugs"-- and there 
must be-- but dropping chemicals on primitive hill tribes who will 
flee to communist rebels s eems t o be the wrong way to go about it. 
As far as the hill tribes are concerned, the crop dusters (Made in 
U.S.A.) might as well be a B-52 bombing raid. 

I am enclosing some material on the insurgency and narcotics which 
mi · be of interest to you. You will note that the letter of 
protest "Chemical Warfare in Burma: U.S. Involvement" includes a 
letter which Sai Lek of the Shan state Progress Party addressed to 
the First Lady during her recent Southeast Asia trip, in hopes of 
alerting her to the dangers of a drug suppression program gone wrong. 

I would be most interested in your comments on this issue. If you 
would like to discuss this further, or if Project Maje can provide 
other information you might require, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Edith T. Mirante 

201-276-8494 

' \ 
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PARAQUAT 

Paraquat achie\'ed a small degree of notoriety a few ve ars :1go 
beca use it was being sp rayed on marijuana crops in Mexico in :111 

effort to cut off one source of mariju ana entering the United Stat es. 
The strategy failed because once they are cut a nd dried. spraYed 
plants ·are indistinguishable from unsprayed ones-Mexican growers 
simply went ahead and harvested their sprayed crops as usual and 
shipped them out rather tha n lose a sa le . When this fact became 
known in the United States, it created a justifiable but somewhat 
misinformed panic in dope-smoking circles. 

When ignited and inhaled, paraquat byproducts can cause a mild, 
transient burn in the lining of the throat. However, as numerous 
accidental and suicidal ingestions of paraquat have demonstrated, 
this herbicide is much more hazardous when swallowed. Ingestion 
of a relatively small amount of paraquat is followed by a deceptive 
period of some three to four weeks in which no symptoms are ex
perienced. But within about one month the first signs of irreversible 
and fatal pulmonary fibrosis, a type of scarring of the lung tissue 
that obstructs breathing, begin to appear. Although most of what 
we know about paraquat's toxicity has been learned from cases in 
which more than 70 cc have been ingested , as little as 15 cc (about 
one tablespoon) is a lethal dose. 

Paraquat is widely used in the United States as a preemergent 
(before the crop comes up)· spray to control weeds. It cannot be used 
once the crop has appeared because it is nonselecti ve and will kill 
desirable as well as undesirable plants. 

On July 12, 1981, the Federal Drug Enforcement Admi nistI·a
tion announced that it was working closely with state governments 
in California, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina 
in planning a possible paraquat spraying program to suppress do
mestic marijuana production . Some states, concerned about para
quat's acute toxicity, have placed special restrictions on its use , but 
as of this writing the EPA has not. 

2,4-D AND 2,4,5-T 

Both 2,4-0 and 2,4 ,5-T are members of a chemical family k11own 
as "chlorophenoxy" herbicides. Chlorophenoxi es a re systemic li c1 ·bi
cides, which means tha t if they are sprayed o n a ny part o f a pL111t , 
or eve n the ground around it, they will quickly spread througho11t it 
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(a process known as "tr;111slocation") and kill it. Chlorophenoxies cause 
a hos t o f interrelated, somewhat mysterious effects on plants, often 
likened 10 a type of plant cancer. Photosynthesis slows, some parts 
of the plant swell or elongate, others, like lea,·es, stop growing en 
tirely. Roots quit taking in water and soil nutrients; the tissues that 
distribute water and nutrients throughout the p lant become blocked 
and die . 

First marketed in 1944, 2,4-D is one of the oldest herbicides 
around , and one of the most widely used. Experts estimate that 75 
perce nt of all weed control of a ny kind involves just three basic com
pounds, one of which is 2,4-D. It is used in some fifteen hundred 
di fferent products, including many specifica ll y formulated for home 
use. l t is highly biodegradable, lasting at most from a few weeks on 
sprayed vegetables to a few months in water. In the human body it 
is not well absorbed through the skin but passes readily through the 
walls of the intestine , and is eliminated within days. 

The acute oral LD 50 of 2,4-D in rats is abou t 275 mg/kg, which 
makes it a moderately toxic substance. Studies of its effects on poi
soned animals have found evidence that it damages the liver and 
kidneys, an d under some conditions can cause disorders of the cen
tral nervous system, including paralysis. It is a teratogen in rats, mice, 
hamsters, and pigs at fairly high dosage levels. It does not appear to 
be mutagenic, though on this issue there is ambiguity in the data. 
There is clearer evidence that 2,4-D is an animal carcinogen, but 
again the data are not entirely consistent on this point, either. 

Pesticide app licators acute ly exposed to 2,4-D have reported 
symptoms of headache, loss of appetite, dizziness, weakness, gastri
tis , vomiting, chest pain, and blackouts. Chronic exposure seems to 
be linked to appetite loss, loss of taste and smell, headaches, fatigue, 
and nonspecific abdominal pain. In a very few cases signs of degen
eration of peripheral nerves have been reported, and in one case an 
autopsy of a fata lity caused by 2,4-D poisoning disclosed extensive 
damage to the outer sheathing of the nerves in all parts of the brain. 
Experts believe the lethal ose of 2,4-D in humans is between 80 and 
800 mg/kg body weight, making it significantly less acutel y toxic than 
parathion, but quite a bit more toxic than malathion. The EPA is 
currently developing better information on 2,4-D 's toxicity and re
viewing its registration to see if additional restrictions on its use are 
advisable . 

2,4,5-T, a close chemical cousin to 2,4-0, appears to be quite a 
bit more hazardous . What we know about it to elate indicates that it 
is not carcinogenic or mutagenic, and is only teratogenic in labora-

. ! 

' \I '. / 

I 
! 
I 



CHEMICAL WARFARE IN BURMA 

U. S . INVOLVEMENT 

The United states Government is presently supplying the Socialist 

Republic of the Uni on of Burma with toxic chemicals to use against 

the Burmese Government's political opponents and minority ethnic 

groups. 

The herbicide 2,4-D is being supplied to Bur ma by the U.S. for use 

in opium crop eradication, but in actuality it is being used by 
the Burmese to wage a campaign of chemical terror in the Shan State. 

Several minority ethnic groups (Shan, Wa , Lisu, Lahu, Kachin , etc.) 

live in the opium growing area of Burma's Shan state . Various political 

organizations (both communist and anti-communist) representing the 

minority ethnic groups have been in open rebellion against the 

Government of Burma since the present Burmese regime took power in 

1962 and negated the Constitutional right of autonomy for the Shan 

s tate. 

Powerful rebel grou ps control vast areas of the Shan State and have 

resorted to the opium trade in order to finance their war. Shan rebel 

leaders have repeatedly expressed their willingness to work with 

U. S . agencies to find a way out of the opium trade, but the U. S . has 

been obligated to deal exclusively with the Burmese Government. U. S. 

efforts to suppress narcotics through the Government of Burma have 

met witn minimal success . The Shan State opium crop amounts to some 

600 me~ric tons , annua lly . 

' ' 

j 
EDITH T. MIRANTE 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 

PROJECT MAJE 
TO ENCOURAGE AMERICAN AWARENESS OF 

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN BURMA 

14 DARTMOUTH RD. 
CRANFORD N.J. 07016 

201 -276-8494 
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Since 1981, an increasing number of Burmese military officers have 

been brought to the U.S. for training in "crop eradication missions", 

i.e. crop dusting with herbicides. The herbicide which the U.S. has 

been providing to the Burmese Government since 1984 is 2,4-D. 2,4-D is 

an extremely hazardous chemical, highly toxic to animals and humans. 

Many forms of 2,4-D are contaminated with dioxins. 2,4-D was a 
component of Agent Orange herbicide used in Vietnam. 

According to many observers in Northern Burma, the Burmese Government's 

use of 2,4-D is by no means confined to poppy fields. Many of the 

major poppy growing areas are protected by insurgent forces, which 

have machine guns and other artillery easily capable of shooting 

down crop dusting planes. In less protected areas of the Shan state, 

the Burmese Government's use of 2,4-D has had disastrous effects, 

however. Aerial spraying causes the herbicide to disperse. Poppies 

are grown in small plots mixed in with the upland rice and maize 

that are the hill tribes' food supply. According to a Shan observer: 

"The northern and the eastern parts of the Shan Stat e have 

been terribly affected by this 2 ,4-D: 1. Spoiling arable 

land into soil unfit for cultivation and animal-keeping 

2. Spoiling the water sources and drainage system 3. Causing 

people to get sick and nauseated 4. Animals were affected and 

suffered premature deaths. Reports keep coming in." 

Burma's aerial spraying of 2,4-D on areas where opium is grown by 

illiterate hill tribes with no other source of cash may be intended 

to terrorize the tribes into obedience to the Burmese Government , 

but it might well have the opposite effect of turning them to the 
rebel groups for protection. 



The f ollowing it ems are attached: 

1. "' Burma Using Dang erous Herbicide'" The Nation (Bangkok), 
April 14, 1986 , Sinfah Tunsarawuth. 
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2. Letter fr om Sai Lek of Shan s tate Progress Party, to Mrs. Nancy 
Reagan (dur i ng her recent visit to Thailand), protesting the 
use of 2,4-D in the Shan State. 

3. Account supplied by Tailand Revolutionary Council of effects 
of 2,4-D spraying of Kengtung Province of the Shan state in 
February, 1986. 

Shan state Progress Party and Tailand Revolutionary Council are 
both Shan organizations opposed yo the Burmese Government. 

For more inf ormation on the abuse of herbicides for chemical 
warfare in t he Shan State, and information on other aspects of 
the insurgency and narcotics trade in Burma, please contact 

Project Maje. Burma Front i er Insurgency, a full-length situa t ion 
report, is available from Project Maje. 

Edith T. Mirante 
June 20, 1986 

PROJ ECT MAJ E 
14 Dar tmou t h Rd. 
Cranford , N. J . 07016 
( 201) 276- 8494 
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~Y Sinfah Tunsarawuth 

,: TH_E HERllICIDE being used to destroy µoppy trees in Burma is a chemical 
: tha_t 1s daniero~s to human and environment and is not r ecommended by the 
··.United Nat10ns, rnformed sources said. 
,,, Spraying of the chemical, known as "2,4 -0 ," been much publicized . 

•· from · airplane, a practice by the Burmese The Environment.al Protection Agency 1EPA1 
. , Government, is an application particularly of the US Government, which has to certify 

warnt'd ugu111st, t~e Sllurccs sai<l . chemicals applying with environment, in 1980 
, · The sources said the Burmese Government requested more cxtens1vC' tests on the 2,4-D for 

stertcd using the herbicide by aerial spraying to causing deformed fetu s, cancer and reproductive 
ehmi~ate poppy trees since the 1984-1985 impairment in laboratory animals. 
growing season . In "A Handbook of Pc.,,ticides Regulated in the 

The using oftlw 2,4-D to kill poppy trees was a Unit.ed Stales" published by the National 
bilatcrnl aid progra1111nt• the United States Wildlife Federation, it was reported the EPA is 
provided to Rangoon, uccording to the sources. presently awaiting the results of these tests. 
However, they said it was the Burmese <lecisiun The handbook said the EPA has had to require 
tu make use of the chemical. further tests because the 2,4-D was frequently 

The heruicide was intro<luce<l in Thailand , used tog-ether with 2,4,5-T which was su!>pended 
which hus opium-producing areus in the North . fur must uses in 1979, and there was deficiencies 

' But due to its toxicity to human und in the chronic and suuc: hronic toxicity data 
environment, the Thai Government rejected its supporting the rei,ristration of 2,4-D. 

· npplication here, uccording to the sources. The Agent Orange wus u mixture of 2,4-0 and 
The 2,4-D wall u com{lound used in the 2,4,5-T. 

production of the contruvers1ul Agent Orange the "In spite of the agency 's conclusion that 2,4,5-T 
' ori:1,1pul dcfoliunl used by US troops during the use posed an unwarranted teratogenic and 
~~tnum wur. The effect of the agent on h.:J!th ,,f fot11t11xic risk, EPA could not dett:rmine that 
American scrvicem<'n l'11gaging in the wur has 2,4,5-T alone wus rcspunsiblc for all the observed 

· .-_. - - - - ·---- ---7effects. Thus, 2,4-D wa8 !.laced under 
- · - -- investigation," the document sai . · 1 

,. The EPA is also concerned with the presence of , 
dioxins in 2,4-D formulations. Dioxins are a class I 
of "extremely toxic chemicals" that are pn:sent 

· I us contaminants in nearly all formulatiqns of 
, 2,4,5-T. 

"There is independent evidence that many 

= --- formulations of2,4-D are also contaminated with 
f. 1 dioxins,'! the EPA said in its r~port. · r:IJ ....._ The agency warned users of 2,4-D to avoid 
- · • , spray drift the chemical or contamination of 

-~ ~ · water supply with it. . 
~ ,--.. ---=- ... -~ \ ' However, the way the Burmese Government 2 ·: ·:·,· 'P' ~ "'1J# sprayed the herbicide from airplane allowed _ \I ;J., contamination in watt:r resources and areas 

= 0
. ~ where dairy animals are grazed, sources said. 

0 ---.. h Tt.e .lo~rcd said Rungoo; had _ to use thj 
. er 1c1 e o estroy poppy rees since manua 

F'°'I . · ......a eradication by Burmese troops were obstructed 
~ e jllllllllllllll by n:bt:l minorities. 

Many Burmese troops were killed by 
I insurgents ~hen they entered poppy growing . ~ QJ ureas of maimed by land mines plant.t!d by the 

.......i in1rnrgent.8. However, the Burmese Government e. ~ did not 1,rive up the poppy eradication by troops. 

8 eSJ ~ 
Sources said Rangoon started to launch a big 

campaign to eliminate opium since 1978. It was 
.. , estimated that 12,500-25,000 rai <5,000-10,000 

acres) of poppy cultivation areas were destroyed 

= ,:_;.. each year. · 
Although the Burme.-,e Government has tried 

to diminish cultivation areas, Opium output from 

QJ I 
the Burmese part of the Golden Triangle has 
increased in recent years, sources said. 

=
-· The US Government estimated 534 and 424 

---~ 
~ 

metric tons of opium came out of Burma in 1984 
und 1985 respectively: However, observers put ' 
the figure µs 600-650 tons a year. 

One observer said the use of 2,4-D might not 
help <lecreasc opium production in B,urma 
instead wuuld antagonize hilllribe people who 
were affiic.tc~ by t~e chemical and pus!) them 
1:1to assoc1at10n with . rebel grolipt1 wlf.ch are 

_ .~':'..? ag~inst the ~ur."2.~.Government: 

46 -



Through the U.S.Ambassador to Thailand 

Mrs Nancy Fe agan 
c/o T~e Presiden~, 
Was!'lington D.C. 
USA 

Madam: 

A recent report from our people from Shan 8tates says t!'lat US-supplied. 

helicopters carrying deanly chemicals of the Burma Army indiscriminately 
sprayed poisonous gas over a large area oft he Shan States purportedly to 
destroy opium-producing plants. 

The concept of defo'iia ting the poppy plpnts at the source is an excellent 

idea but t!'le trouble is, it also killed all life-sustaining rice crops as wei 
as w!'latever livestock the hill tribesmen possess. The most sickening thing 
about this episod.e is that it also killed human beings that eke out a living 
in the wilderness. 

Eeports have filtered out of the area that poverty-stricken Wa and Lahu . 
tribesmen and their innocent babies are dying by the thousands from the side 
effects of the barbaric attacks. 

Worse, primitive hill people there do not have access to proper medical 
treatment to redress their grievances. We are afraid that they will only 
become victims and play into the hands of the ruthless Opium Warlord Khun Sa 
a .k.a. Chang See-fu who has only to say: "See, I t-old you so," propaganda. 

The Bhan State Progress Party regards the drastic measure taken against 
hill tribesmen as being inhuman, cruel, irresponsible and extremely reckless. 

~:e also believe thAt it is not only against hum:::in decency but against basic 
norms of the UN Charter and incompatible with the status of a civilized state . 



We ca n only wonder what ha~ become of the much-publicized Ruman I ights. 

Are the tribesmen not human beings even if they do not conform to the 
standards of our modern life? 

May we ask, if we are to understand that this is not Genocide, then 
what is? 

It h;:is been our of f icial policy to support without reservation the 
ca1~ipaign to destroy nncl eradicate not. only dr,~e;- pr oduci!1g poppy pl~~t~ 
also the suppression of self-seeking drug pushers who masquerade as freedom 
fighters to liberate Shan State from the Burmese National Socialist militaris · 
regime. 

The cruelly repressive rangoon government (now) does not even pretend to 

control t!'le Sh,rn State whose freedom fighters, black propaganda a side, have 

given them fierce resistance. 

Giving aid to Rangoon therefore seems to us to be barking up the wrong 

tree. 

Or is providing the chemical~ and the means to deliver them to the 
"poor mountain souls," a result of some over-eager official W!'l'J want to 
impress dignit~ries About to visit th~ re~ion that something is being don~ 
to the most recalcitrant problem of the decade? 

We, the Shan State Progress Party (SSPF) wish to ask; 
grounds, the U.S.government to refrain from spraying pois 
chemicals on the impoverished hill-tribesmen. 

on humanitarian 
gas and 

(Sai ~ . 

Sec re ta ry-Gc ~ 
E,ha n Sta te Progress Par y, . 

Liberated Area, Shan State 
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BUSINESS FL YING 

State Dept. to Buy Spray Aircraft 
For Overseas Drug Eradication 

By Paul Procto r 

Washington-U . S. S1atc Ocpl. plans lo 

procure additional high-speed. extensively 
modified and armored fixed-wing agricul 
tural spray aircraft, which have proved to 
be very cffcc1i vc in overseas drug eradica-
1 ion programs, especia lly in high-risk 
areas. 

A requtst for proposals was issued in 
April for approximately 15 additional 
fixed-wing turboprop spray aircrafl to be 
procured over several years; if funded, 1hc 
contract value could exceed SI I million. 
The aircraft will supplement a fleet of 150 
aircraft, ·mostly helicopters, which have 
been provided to cooperating countries 
working with the State Dept. 

Nine modified and armored Ayres Tur
bo Thrush spray aircraft were procured by 
the State Dept. from 1983 through 1985. 
That S5.S-million contract was awarded 
on a sole-source basis due to the urgency 
of the drug eradication mission and avail
ability of a fast, two-scat version of the 
Turbo Thrush. The aircraft arc used 
mainly in Mexico, Colombia and Burma. 

In 1985, fixed-wing aircraft in service 
with the State Dept. sprayed 26,000 acres 
in .one high-risk country where they en
countered experienced light infantry 
equipped with quad SQ..calibcr antiaircraft 
guns. although they received no hits. 

The modified Turbo Thrushes have 
been so successful in inhibiting narcotics 
traffic, governments of other countries 
where significant amounts of narcotic 
crops arc harvested, including Belize and 
Panama. arc expected to join in intcrna-

1ional drug eradicat ion dfort !;. The accu• 
racy and speed of the .iircrufl offers an 
att ractive alternative 10 countries 1ha1 
have los1 troops and strained relations 
with local governments during m,mual de• 
foliation efforts. Manual defoliation also is 
tremendously exrensive and requires a 
large and coordinated logistic effort. 

Aircraft Specifications 
According lo 1he RFP, the spray air

craft musl carry lwo crew-a pilot and 
pilot-observer, a VLF/Omega navigation 
unil in addit ion to other avionics, a self
seal ing auxiliary fuel tank, and it must 
have the capabili ty lo apply up to 40()..gal. 
spray ioads in high altitudes and in hot, 
humid weather condi tions. Aircraft lcv·e1 
speed capability is required 10 exceed ISO 
mph. to minimize exposure 10 ground fire 
during spraying operat ions. Armored 
seats and engine panels that protect lhe 
aircraft's fuel con trol and compressor 
areas, as well as 01her systems, also are 
specified. The armor plate must be capa
ble of withstanding hits from 7.62-mm. 
ball ammunition at 100 meters. 

To maximize spray effectiveness al high 
aircraft speeds and to minimize drift dam
age to nearby legitimate crops, the State 
Dept. has conducted a spray boom ftyotr 
resulting in selection of a specially devel
oped unit made by Waldrum Specialties, 
Inc. The boom was found effective at air
craft speeds up to 220 mph. and altitudes 
10 200 ft . above ground level. Agricultural 
spraying usually is conducted at speeds 
less lhan I 30 mph. and altitudes of 12 n. 

A chief responsibility of the pilot-observ-

er is lo .1ssis1 lhc pilot in navigation and in 
spoiling fields where narcotics crops, such 
as JlOppies, arc grown. The crops oflen are 
found on plots ranging in size from a half 
10 :1 full acre. During spr:i ying operalions, 
however, the pilot-observer wi ll primarily 
watch for ground-based antiaircrafl fire . 

The rea r-sea t position also is equipped 
with a full set of night cont rols so the 
pilot-observer can return the aircrafl to 
base if the primary pi lo t is disabled by 
gunfire. During high-risk missions, crew
members will wear flak and survival vests 
and ballistic helmets. 

Though aircraft with herbicide payload 
capab!lities up lo 500 gal. may be ac
quired, missions that involve spraying 
multiple, small narcotics fields prob1bly 
will carry payloads limited to 400 gai. to 
reduce pilot fatigue. 

Both . contact and systemic herbicides 
such as Paraquat and 2-4-D arc t.sed. 
Cockpit air filtration equipment, standard 
in cer1ain commercial spray plane applica
tions to block dangerous herbicide fumes, 
is not necessary because toxic hcrbir.ides 
arc not used and multiple passes over the 
same field are not flown due to the in
creased chance of encountering antiair
craft fire. 

At least two of lhc U. S. agricultural 
aircraft manufacturers, Ayres of All,any, 
Ga., and Air Tractor of Olney, Tex., plan 
to respond 10 the request for proposals. 
Since the RFP was issued by the State 
Dcpl. in Scplembcr, Air Tractor has de
veloped and flown a modified version of 
its new AT-SOO class turboprop sprat air
craft, called 1he AT-503, largely in re-

Air Trac tor AT-50 3 dual-place agricultural aircraft specifically de
signed for drug eradication role is shown above with 1.100-shp. Pratt 
& Whitney Canada PT6A-45R turboprop. The difficulty of narcotics 

crop spraying is evident in photo at right of a defol iated Mexican 
marijuana patch measuring four-tenths of an acre. Surrounding tree 
canopy was not affected due to precision of the herbicide apphcation. 
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Two Ayres Turbo Thrushes are shown. Despite chunky aerodynamic 
form caused by two-place configuration, fixed landing gear and spray boom, the 1,200-shp. Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A-65R turboprop 

gives the aircraft working speeds greater than 150 mph. 

sponse to the RFP. The aircraft already 
has received its Federal Aviation Admin
istration Type Inspection authorization, 
and full FAA certificat ion is expected this 
summer. 

The AT-503 is equipped with a I, 100-
shp. Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A-45R 
turboprop engine, a more powerful engine 
than on other Air Tractor spray aircraft. 
The engine is capable of driving the air
craft at level flight speeds of 215-mph. 
cal ibrated air speed, U:land Snow, compa
ny president, said. 

Ayres plans to offer the State Dept. the 
same highly modified version of its 
S39S,500 base--cos1 Turbo Thrush that it 
sold the depar1men1 in the ras1. including 

scats for two crew, armor-pJating and self
scaling long-range fud tanks. It is 
powered by a 1,200-shp. Pratt & Whitney 
Canada PT6A-65R turboprop engine. 

In addition to giving the aircraft the 
speed to minimize its exposure to antiair
craft fire, high engine power is necessary 
for adequate spray aircraft performance at 
the high altitudes and hot, humid condi
tions where narcotics crops are grown. 
A vcragc air density altitude during State 
DcpL overseas drug eradication efforts is 
6,CX)() ft . above sea level, which is an opti
mal growing a ltitude for opium poppies. 
Five-bladed propellers with low-tip speeds 
arc used to reduce aircraft noise. The Tur
bo Thrushes regu larly ca tch 

farm personnel working in their fields, a 
situa tion the noisier Sta te Dept. helicop
ters rarely encounter. 

The majority of the State Dept. 's over
seas herbicide applications are currently 
performed by helicopter, using approxi
mately 36 single-engine Bell 206 Jet 
Rangers and LongRangers. The move to 
highcr•spccd fixed-wing spray aircraft is 
helping cut State Dept. costs. The operat
ing expense of a fi xed-wing spray aircraft 
averages onc-founh that of a helicopter 
for approximately the same initial acquisi
tion outlay. Fixed-wing spray aircraft also 
arc more than six times as productive as 
small helicopters in the drug eradication 
role and arc reliable enough to require no 
backup aircraft . The Turbo Thrushes op
erating with the State Dept. have never 
missed a scheduled mission due to a main
tenance problem. 

Depending on the a rrangement wirh the 
host coun try, defoliat ion missions arc 
flown either by U. S., host country or a 
mix of U. S. and host country crews. Air
craft operation is similar. The State Dept. 
gives the fixed-wing spray aircraft 10 some 
countries, loans the ai rcraft lo other coun-
1ries and acts as a visiti ng eradication 
team for a third group. 

The !raveling eradication team concept 
is especially COSl-cffcctive as a small group 
of Turbo Thrush sprny aircraft require an 
average of less than two weeks lo spray 
most countries' narco ti cs crops. They can 
1heo wash out and refill their chemical 
hoppers with fuel and ferry 10 another 
location a significan1 distance away. With 
u hopper fue l load, lhe PT6A -65R
powered Turbo Thrush is capable of fl y
ing a San Francisco, Ca lif., lo Honolulu , 
Hawaii, leg. D 
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DRUG WARS : A SHAN EXPOSE OF KMT TRAFFICKERS 

(T.R.C.) APRIL 29, 1986 



( JlOST (._; _,,, ) 

Concern e d Aut horities . 

Snecia l I nformntion on th e CPB + ex-Kl·IT + \fa ( \·/NA) ncti vi tics. -= -= ....:_; :-: :_:-::; .: .:.: :.:: =.: :-: :.==: :.::-: :- : === = :: :.:·. ::: :::::: ::::-: = =-= =:.: =; ::::: :-= = =: =====:-:::: :::..: = : ::: ======= === 
( 1n 9th . Februar y 193G, a Thai newsp nper snid tha t two Thai soldi ers were 

k illed by SUA t r oops in Chai n Lrai district a nd o~ the 14th. Apr il 1986 
c-::t i d tha t th e llomb b l o..::; c a t Bn.n !Jone; Cok , Gh iru1 c da o 'l' o l'mGhi p \vhich kil l e d 
ovcJr fourteen n-'1.d injurled r'.'l o re t hnn 60 p e ople, was c a use d by .Sll!, - no\/ 
rc;wr,i c d SSA af t e r r.wr;;ence 1/i th t he TTIC . 

·~o c lear t.,UJ\ ' s n rnn e a.n d h a v e nll aut horiti e s conc e r n ed kn ow the truth 
0 f th c Ge f a l se i n forrn n tion s in t h e ne,-,spaper :-----

( a ) Tho rt cn th of th o .. tuo .'.i'lrni soldiers had its be ~inninc \/hen i n l a t e 
J :.muary 1986, :in opiu:-1 carnv ::i.n o f cx-Kil'l' ( 93rd . Army ) to r;cth c r \.rith \!HJ\ , 
c~·,~ o,n<.l pro-c:I'B- SW\ headed f o r Th a iland f rom th e Shan State. Upon n e a.rinc 
ti1c •.~llc. i bor der, thio convy o f druz-tra f f ickcr i.:; we re intercepted nnd a ttack e d 
lq the n e\·I Sf.A t r o o po in early F'ebruary 1986 , c ousinc; them to split into 
scv er:-11 r;r o u:rc . C n t ho 7 th. Februa r y , on e of t hese CPB combined cr o ups 
cro~wcd in to '.L;h o i lnncl neetr Sncn I-lu a n c Koh, ~L'ombon nae Khrun, Al!!phur ilne Chan, 
Chnn .•·;\·mt Clw.in~';r n i . .!\.t that tim e, the two '.:.'ho.i s o l d i e rs happ en ed t o be 
aro nn d t he m .. une o. r ca :md fe ll into the hnn ds of t h is i n trudin c; gr o u p . 
t ·ea r in ~ thn t ~ha i a u t hor i ti e s would lmow a bout their connections· wi th the 
CP::1 nnd urug or:m r: !•:l inG , t hin Wn abd ex-Kl-IT s r)lint er gr oup killed t o oilonce 
tllo t uo Th ni so l d i ers r.1entioncd a bove . 

( b ) Conccr nin r_,; t!10 b or:ib-bla st a t Ban Hon e Uk, C.hirmcdao 'i' o,mchi!) o n the . 
1 ~-t h . April ' 8G , h idden rea sons and motives connects it to t h e Th a i Governr.1en t 
o rder f or the cou p l c t c d i oo..r min g a nd i 0suin ~ tlntional Ro c istration Cnrd .s to 
ex- 1::'.'J',<J li v :i.nr; on 'l'h n i uoil. cx- IG1T General Li, due to ill heal th and old 
n.r;c f e n.red th:-tt h e i·:,rnld f a co c;rnve trouble with the 'fhai authorities if 
tlto y knew hi s nx- r~ wr ( 93rd. /\ r r:i y) 1 0 connection with CPD in n n.rcotic o 
traffickin g \·1h ich i s o...~o.ins t '1.'hailnnd' s policy, tried to retire from being 
tllc Comc1ander of t ho e x - ¥.l1T ( 9 3rd. Army). Knowin G of' . this, the \/NA + CPD 
:·.n tl pro-CPI.3 (,S~;J\) a l no f eared t h :1t Genera l Li's retirement 1;,ould deprive 
t hem of his influential support and a base-camp alone the Thai border. 
~; o t h ey plnnned a nd crea ted a terrorist-like bomb blast incident duri ng 
t h e n ew yea+ fc\ir a t Dnn Ilene; Uk which in one of General Li I s ex-Ki-iT r e fu gee 
villn t.;e, in order to make General Li nn gry and further support them n gainst 
the n ew SSA \·1i th misunderstanding. 

\J hy did this incident occur nt Ban Non e Uk, a place heavily guard ed by 
e :-::-K!il'l' s und 'l'hai soldiers ond not at other loosely guarded ex-KH'f o r \/NA 
cn c rn-:i p r:1ont like Dan t-l o.e Chan Luan g near Hae Chan uhere it wo'uld be r:iu ch 
easi e r to do 60? 

The new-SSA says i t has evidences to prove thnt the ex-KMT, Ai-Shao- Sur' s 
·,.i7fl\ t roops went to Pan r; Sane ( cr•n stronghold in Eastern Shan s tate). 
·..,_'o c;c ther with the CPT3 troo ps broucht opium and herion base to Thai ·l and. 

(1) In tho month of January 1986, CPB troops headed by YANG PHO I and 
:9ro-CPB ( SSJ\.) 8 05th. Battalion headed by smm !ILA, al to c ether 3~0 ntronc 
c;:u:1e down from Pane San e headin g for t h o Th a i border. New-SSA troops 
a tt n. e ked them on 1st. Februa ry '36 near PHOM PA KHJm . On the 3r d . Feb. '86 
tlioy crossed in Thaila.nd a t JXlI ANG KHANG, Fani:; township • . 

(2) On 13th. February 186, new- SSA troops a tt a cked un opium con voy of 

CPD ' s 0..16th. Battalion h eaded by CHAO TS SNG \JEI O CHAO CHEN n umb e r i n g more t 
than (100) nt I1U1CY YAO , tlu ru1t; Yon c; a r e ::i.. On 21 s t. Feb. 1 86, t hey en t crd 
Ban l':user Kui e near Doi Sam Sow in Thailand. On 23rd. F,eb. ' 86, they wer e 
t ""Ported fro r.i Ban San 'l'on Lu i n Hue Ai to\mship in two . trucks ( On e Dyna 
nnd on e whi to !~-wh eel 'l'oyo ta) throuBh Eua.."l g Fun g to '11am 'Igo • n -:; · 1. Feb-
q3G , Thai villace mili tins capturec((1 6 ) of CPD 's08 6th. Batln. r em enants 
nt Dan La o Tn and turn ed over to . the Mae Ai 'l'hai police who relea sed them 
in t he same evenin:; 1:!i th their \·reapon s c onsisting of three 1! 2 2s , two !"1 21 n , 
one I-: 16 and one RPG. 

(3) On the 24th. Feb. 1 86, n clash between troops of _new- SSA and CPJ3036 t h . 
fia tln. plus \·,'NA about 200 stronc heaq.ed by AI PALDR and Cll!\NG CHUNG MI NG 
\'!ho co.m e through Hua 1-'lae Kham., Do i Khek nnd Doi On g Long occured nea r the 
border . And a ~;a in nea r the b orde r village of Saen Muang Koh. Three new-SSA 
n cn ,rere uounde d c.nd six CPD killed aft er which they prodeeded to Ban !-!user 
Kuio and Hae Chan Lunn c i n 'l'ha.il~d. 
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(4) On the 27th. Jtpril' •86, more than (100) troops from CPD's 36th. 
TJattln. crossed I3an Ho Pang and Ho Ya.wd between Hon~ Sat and Mong Ton 
i n the Shan St a te ca rryi n e; opiwn and heading for Tam N~ob and Doi Ang Khan g 
in ~i.'hai'land. 

( 5 ) About C:iOO) men fro1;1 the CPB' and pro-CPB(SSA) headed by KAI F.li.II 
c: nrryin rs opium, c r ossed t h e Pam Kyan e to Kengtung motor-road near 
Kho Lrun in Loilcm .District on the 27th.April 1 86, 'l'roops from \·IN.Ii. nnd 
ex- I<J.lT n t Doi !m e; !·:hang in 'i'h uilnnd led by TIEn '.L' S!:: \-JEN and WEI HS I U ;an 
nw11bcring over ( 1 00) v, cn t up to join t h em n ear t-!<:lnc Ka.nc on the bn.nk o f 
t he Salween river; deep i nt o t h e Shan Sta te north-west of Mtln ~ Ton. 
'.J:'hese troops, undoul>tly 1·:ill be hea din g in the s ru:io dire~tion ns b efore •••• 
t h o..t in Doi An e Khan~ :L_n 'l'hailand. 

!fore than ( 200) men f r qm cx-K:•l 'r ( 93rd. l\ r my ) a nd Ma.ha San g 's l·!NA a r e n o w 
living a t nan '.·'.ac A.w ?·1 cti, ·chnn r;wnt r-1 a e hon r:;- Son i n Thailand~ l1 i x tur e o f 
ex- KW.i's and CI>B t roo p s of '.·:a u utjder t h e command o f 'l'Ifal TZU YU:JG n!'ld 
'.;•n~N KUJ\NG ;,,1Ii'!Ci nr e a l s o dr u !~ traffick ers . Their finiancial supporter s 
n r e the three broth e r s ri nme d WEI !tSI Av 1 11; :c: , \>/EI HS IAO KANG and :.'1:I a:nr,O 
Yi i':r 11ho are vo pu1a r l y known as t h e \·:ci bro ther s . Their usua l h i de - ou t 
.:md ch rnllin g pl a ce i s n canni n c f a ctory a t Ban Yan g , Vi uan g Fa n e; t oun shi p 
' . .'h e manager o f that c c1nn in t:.: fa ctory i s a nephew o f the \1ei broth ers , 
marri e d to a Ban Ya n ~ villa c e girl whose s tep-fa t her is nruned KYAU KUO CHI~ 
l~y an 1<". uo Chii O\·m s a l y chee orcha rd i n Ban Yan c; n.n d Has El .form e r Kt·l'r offic eJ 
und.0[,./1eneral Li 's command. The Wei brothers have a new house near 
i-:ya.vi

1 
Ch i 's h ouse. •r he on e who helps the \'!ei bro t h ers k~ep ,. t heir opiw11 

and h errl>dm dr u i;s i s name d HO CHI NG TSAO whose house is a:lso in Ban Yang . 
Clll\NG '1' 7..U TUJ'-IG , who tra nsport s a rms, ammo and chemicals from Ban Yan g to 
Doi An g Khan g live s a t poi Ang Khan g and was once General Li's wirc;J.ess 
operator who n o,-1 owns a small guest house at Doi Ang Khang. AH IIU.W a nd 
TI EN YUN LIENG alias AH LIENG who lives on the road that leads from 
Suru1 Dok to Chian gmai University are respon s ible for transporting their 
h eroin from Dan Yang· to Chian gmai • A tea dealer named CHANG HSI AO CHI NG 
whose tea factory is at Doi. Saket helps in handling their money; a profitabJ 
job \·1hich ena bled h i m to build a house worth about two million :Bah ts a t 
:lon g Hoi. In Chinn emni, Say a Pao or ' ·chai Pao from the Wa ·'group a nd 
CIIU il SIAO PI NG ( chinese) help t\'ie W~i, brothers make contacts and a rranc;emeni 
\'Ii th Thais and Army Ran gers to cons.pire with them in transporting h e roin. 
'l'he \vei brothers' busineris accountant · is LI KUAN TSO · who lives in Chiane,na i 
frequently visiting Bangkok rind -Ban Yang~ The people involved together 
wi t h men from tJNA + CPD + pro-CPJ3(SSA) .and ex-KMTs now number -more than 
( 500) and are active in 'l'hailand and -~long the Thai-Burma border~ 

Mixture of ex.:Kl,!Ts and \'J a from Loi: . (Doi) Hin in the ~~~then Shan State 
ne_ar Shan State - · China. border, . head.ad by AI $HAO .. :suR have their centre 
a t San Ton Lu, Thaton, Muser }{uie .and\ Mae Chan LuMg in CJi.iangrai ,-province. 
After Gene~~). _Li's ex-KMTs went to iP~,'t; Sang t9 . .,pecome. ·al+ies wi.th the 
CPB's 86th. Battal;ion, over (4,6p) .CP~ir .mostly of W~ .origill,~. have come 
down to Thailand. At present, around --) ;>oi Ang KhMg an(i, _P,@ Muse1< Kuie 
i n Thailand, _there are more. than (290'), ·9f Ai Shao ~$ur'~ .men, over (150) 
pro-CPB(SSA) a~d (30Q) stron~ · e·x-KMT~~~••·••• altoge~her. ma.ld,ng up to over 
(1200) men. Ai Shao Sur and his. wi.f .e t1 \'J; .Chin !llo.stly -_li,v.e at Doi . Mak 
A11g Kli~.8 Jn a new village by, th~ c,hilnf\~8 ,name o:t. Kwoll 1tQ,\.\,.$hin Chui. 

CHI '.rSAO WE.J:, .. a . forpi~r KMT work's for··~~i \;;Sh~o . su; _in Chi~~Eii. Hi~ house 
a ddress i.s J {o.121/.17 ,Maha .. nakhorn and ~ho's f wllq.<'live : w~.t.~.,,i\;lm ar.e ;mostly 
Has from th,e CPB,. · . · :: :: '\ · ·' · ·, · · ' , ,l- 1• • · · · 

. , . \ \ ·:•\ ~ .. .-
\I ' ·1 

,T:ia : apeci,al info~atf-~n ·\}~~ing ~~-~wn ,~Jt·.t~\ ~out \
1

prejudice 
aga±rrst-any-:trrdivi"li_ual- or organizat"~~n\ b~t: wl tJ:i on-Yy~ ~~ .~im , for ~ concernea _ _ _ 
author:i,._t;f.ea to lq1ow the real ti:uth,~ - \ , \· \, · >,_._. :, ,··. Y :• 1 • 
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LETTER FROM AN AMERICAN IN CHIANGMAI: 
SHAN OPIUM PRODUCTION AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

JUNE 13, 1986 



Living in the "Golden Triangle" (those portions of Burma, 
Laos and Thailand in which the opium poppy is grown) means that 
one is constantly aware of the drug problem. Almost daily the 
newspapers report a foreign traveler apprehended at Don Muang 
(Bangkok) Airport with drugs. Often acquaintances are found to 
be involved in one aspect of the drug traffic or another - from 
user to mule to dealer. In particular, the corruption which the 
trade engenders is startlingly apparent in a country whose people 
enjoy only a modest standard of living. The illegal wealth 
displayed by government officials, primarily the police, can 
only be e>~pl ai ned by their being on the "take" and in many 
cases, using their official status to assist the drug dealers. 
Military and police vehicles are commonly used to transport drugs 
within the country. Forestry Department helicopters are reported 
to be the latest addition to the mobility of the drug trafficers. 
When the monthly salary of a police private is less than $100.00 
and other wage scales commensurate, it is easily seen that the 
corruptive influence of drug trafficing can render the entire 
civil and military service not only inefficient, but rotten and 
ready to fall to a governmental system different from that en
joyed at present. 

Recently (1985-1986 poppy season) the Thai military engaged in an 
opium crop destruction program which finally put teeth in the 
many crop replacement programs that have been introduced in 
northern Thailand. These crop replacement programs have been 
successful, at least to the eyes of the layman. The Hmong, Lisu, 
and other hill-tribes which were formerly heavily engaged in 
growing opium poppy are now doing quite well raising vegetables, 
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coffee, tea and various fruits. They can mar ket their crops 
because of a program to build access roads into the more remote 
areas. The opium crops destroyed vJere, for the mos t part, gro1 •11r 
by "double-dippers 11

; tribesmen who were grovJ i ng alternat e crons 
and, because the government had not previously enf or 
also growing opium poppy. It has been said th~ 
poppy dest,~uction vJas done on a "selec _ 
fields were not destroyed becaus : 
mean that Thailand 1s 

. I 

opiates? Unfo, 
moving fro r .. ·c.·_, t.h e status (Jf .3 11 c:or1 : .· r·: g 11 

~ J ro~na :s being gained Why s o ~ 0 oppy 
~~ion have been p ~hib ite c i~ Th ai l and for a 

- ... ~ber' uf years, Fiel d Marsh .?.l Seit 1~ o•_:tlawed it during the 
~Q~0s and since tha : time t~ ~ ~rend i n local production (acreage) 
of o i:: · .un h as ~ e e r·· :. -:::-~'1fl . Fie lds of poppy that became adjacent to 
ne~•~ . -:; c o i·-,--=t r · .. :eo roads had to be moved because of their :,ei ·- .g '
obvi ou.s. In m2.n y cases these were the best fields ar ·! n el--, g •:>' 

was ha~der to cultivate and less produ :ti , 2 caused 
by the increase in foreig r- toLw i ::,: ": _ j r:. · h e world 
placed pressure on t , e : a• ~: :, The embarrassment of 
see i. ng so ,·,1a.r-. ;;~::.·' . =-= = , ___ ,n poppy and opi um users printed in 

c ations helped cause the Thai Governeent to 
ce their own laws prohibiting cultivation . 

It was the introduction of heroin, coincident with the 
Vietnam War, that caused an increase in the number of narcotic 
users in this country. Before heroin, the use of opium was 
generally confined to the older people, previously "legal" ad
dicts and hill tribesmen. Smoking opium is a time-consuming 
occupation, addictive only after long exposure and it is not in 
consonance with the fast-paced modern society. Heroi n, however, 
is very much the "fast-food" required by the modern user and 
extremely addictive after a ver y sho rt ex posure. Thais do not 
use the needle very much, they prefer to mix the heroin with 
tobacco and smo ke it. The smoker o f heroin can attain, in a few 
minutes, the same state of euphorj a that takes an opium smoker 
several pipes. With the advent of hero in, Thail and's drug prob
lem took on the same dimensions e xperienced in Western societies. 
Chinese c hemists , imported from Ho ng ~□ng, made the heroin larqe-
1.Y.. from i mported oi:;ium 2.nd the dealer-s vJer- ::: not aver-se to selli ng 
it l ocall y when the opartun ity prese n ted itself. Th e predom i n 
.=1.r:tly Chines-= ''conr.ectior," h2s :"lD loy-5.lty to move the product ou-t 
of Th~il 2nd , the i r loyalty is to the profit motive . So, allhoug ' 
Th diland produces less opium, it ccr s umes more o~iates in the 
f o,:-n of 11 ~ar~d II drLtg s. 

C~ntributiing to ~he i n crea~e i n d~ug use 1n Thdiland was 
the i ntroduct 1 on cf .-3. ccm:r:!_. :-, i st '.]O'.'E,n:ne :1t in La.cs and a s oc i a-

1 i st government in Burm~. Neither cf these governments make 
availab le the most basi c necessities of life to thei r inhabi
tants. l1ie a.re !:.al:<:i n g about c.J.r:,tr-,~ nEe dles, medicine, shoes, 
salt, sugar; if it 1s needed to ~□mpl ~mer t a ba~e subs istence, it 
is not available . Th2r- e are bt':l.,:.f· m,.-:1.r~~=.2 ts operat1 ng in both 
cour.tr- i. es ,~,i th qoods obt .s_::. r:e,_; -i r-,:,,-r: T:·10 ... .:. a n u . In order to purchase 



from these black mar kets , the Kachi ns, Shans, Wa, Lahu, Hmong and 
other hill-tribes of bath Burma and Laos continue to raise the 
only cash crop they have had for t he past hundred or so years 
opium - which rapidly finds its way i nto the border region of 
Thailand. Why opium and not, say, rice br melons? There are a 
number of reaso ns : 

(1) Opium can be grown as an addit ional crop, during 
a period when the land would otherwise be fallow (normally the 
"cold" season in SE Asia). 

(? \ Seeds from one c rop can be saved and used for 
planting in subsequent years. 

(3) It 
hill-tribe family, 

can be gathered and packaged entirely by 
it requires no extra processing. 

the 

(4) It is, in comparison to its' value, small in size 
and weight and easy to transport. It travels well, usually in 
blocks of 1.6 kilogrammes (one vis), wrapped in locally produced 
mulberry paper. 

(5) It can be kept for a long period of time - years -
it can be buried, or otherwise hidden, and dug up with no appre
ciable loss of potency. 

(6) It does not have to be taken to a market, invaria
bly, the purchasers go to the source. 

(7) Most importantly, it is used by the hill-tribes as 
a medicine (in many cases the only medicine they have). It stops 
diarrhea in children; it will stop pain from injuries or tooth
ache; it will keep a woman with stomache cancer from pain until 
she dies. Older people use it in the drug sense, dreaming away 
their days after a lifetime of hard work. 

Is there a "natural" alternate cash crop? Unfortunatel y 
there is not. Tea, coffee and English walnuts are some of the 
viable alternate crops available to the tribesmen on the plateau 
of the Shan States but even these crops suffer in comparison 
with opium due to their bulk in transport. They are, however, 
being cultivated and moved into Thailand for sale. It must be 
realized that there is no market for vegetables and fruit in the 
Shan States a n d there is no road net - work by which to move these 
products to Rangoon or other ci ties. (Vegetables and fruit grown 
in the north of Th ai land are distributed to Bangkok and points 
further south; some are even exported.) In the mountainous areas 
of Burma and Laos all transport is done by mule or horse, rarel y 
can even two-wheeled carts be used. 

Who are the hill-tribes? Almost invariably they have, at 
some time, been residents of China who for political reasons or 
from population pressure have been forced into the mountains of 
southern China, Burma, Laos, Vietnam and northern Thailand. In 
the case of the Shans of Burma, they are closely related to the 
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Thai of Thailand. The Shans are called: "Thai Yai" <Big Thai> 
and the Thais of Thai 1 and: "Thai Noi" (Smal 1 Thai). The prepon
derance of the illegal opium available in SE Asia is grown in the 
Shan States of Burma. We are talking in the range of 400 tons of 
opium per year. The Shans have been in revolt against the Gover
nment of the Union of Burma since about 1958. This is true of 
most of the ethnic minorities in Burma, the: Wa, Kachin, Chin, 
Mon, Karen and Karenni have also been in rebellion against the Ne 
Win Government. 

In order to grant independence to Burma after WWII the 
British first formed a government with a constitution which 
called for a plebliscite at the end of ten years. At that time, 
the States forming the Union of Burma were to decide whether or 
not they wanted to continue to be a part of the Union of Burma or 
secede and becgme a separate state(s). When the Ne Win gover
nment refused to allow the pebliscite, the States rebelled. 
With the exception of the Communist Party of Burma all of the 
various rebel groups are pro-western in their political out-look. 
To support their war against the Burmese, many of the rebel 
groups have used the profits from opium sales to purchase arms 
and equipment. The Karens do not because they are able, due to 
ease of transportation, to sell teak and other raw materials to 
the Thais. Some of the groups may obtain a certain amount of 
"venture capital" but they all tax the products sold on the 
black-market when they are carried through their areas of influe
nce. The opium has been, for the most part, sold to various 
9roups of Chinese. Both the Haw Chinese who have lived in the 
mountainous areas as long as the hill-tribes and the remnants of 
the KMT armies which came out of China in 1949 together with 
their Taiwanese and Hong Kong adjuncts, are the main purchasers 
and processors. Employing chemists from Hong Kong, they turn the 
opium into morphine and heroin and put it on the market. Quite 
often the Chinese operate in the areas controlled by the rebel 
groups; setting up their heroin distilleries and possibly obtain
ing guards from the rebels, but for the most part, there is a 
definite break in the distribution chain when the Chinese buyer 
takes over the opium to convert it into heroin. There may not be 
an Italian Mafia but there is definitely a Chinese one! 

Approximately 1970-1971, Lester Wolfe, who was I believe, 
Head of the House Committee on SE Asian Affairs, considered the 
feasibility of purchasing the entire opium crop from the Shan In
surgents. It was decided not ta do so because it would ''j ust 
lead to the planting of more opium". Later the DEA t ypes moved 
in like gangbusters and we began to see a gain the conspicuous 
display of wealth a n d property last noted when the CIA and Air 
Amer ica operatives were in Vientane, Laos. The United States has 
placed DEA operatives in Thailand to assist the Tha i Government. 
In addition embassy officials coordinate the enti r e anti-drug 
effort to include crop-replacement programs, promotion of public 
awareness to the drug problem, etc. The DEA is marginally effec
tive and its· operations by their very nature are a corrupti v e 
influence. I think that the figure is about 10% o f t he drugs 
being smuggled into America are apprehended b y all of t h e l a~"'-
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enforcement agencies. It is, however, an offensive weapon a
gainst drugs. This has tremendous political appeal. To be doing 
something, whether it works or not, is politically more effective 
than a activity. The problem is, as I see it, that the 90% of 
the drugs smuggled into the US were done so by corrupting a vast 
amount of people during all the steps required in the production 
of heroin. The chemicals needed to process the opium into mor
phine/heroin, are proscribed, possession is limited ta legimate 
use. This means that corruption starts by obtaining the chemi
cals, moving the chemicals from the dock area of Bangkok almost 
1,000 kilometers north to the border region where they are used. 
It is almost as difficult for the trafficers to get the chemicals 
in as it is to get the drugs out! That they are successful in 
doing so indicates the degree of corruption practiced here. A 
law-enforcement agent who wouldn't fix a parking ticket for 
twenty dollars, will turn his head for five thousand and we are 
definitely talking "big bucks". Once a man has been corrupted 
he can be had again and again and usually for less and less - it 
is addictive. 

What would be the cost of the Shan State opium crop? At 
recent border prices, the four hundred tans of opium would cost 
in the neighborhood of afe hundred million dollars. Your staff 
should be able to find the equivalent US street value of forty 
metric tons of heroin. According to a recent news item, a heroin 
find in Holland placed the Dutch price at about $100,000.00 per 
kilo - that means the 40 tons would be worth roughly 4 billion 
dollars. Golden Triangle heroin is almost 99% pure whereas 
street "smac k " is generally cut with powdered milk, quinine, 
sugar etc. to where it is 99% impure. Man y foreign users OD here 
because of the p u rity o f local heroin. 

What would be done with the op i um purchased? Sell it to 
medical suppl y h ouses or to t h e Australians who are raising 
popp y i n a big way i n Tasmania. If nothing else crops up, burn 
the stuff . 

Could a purchase be made? The same person who offered it 
to Lester Wo l f e 1 s now the head o f the TRA (Tai Revolutionary 
Army) and c ont a c t c an be made wi th h i m. Khun Sa, aka Chiang Ch i 
Fu, i s the "Opium Kin g" of t h e Gol den Tri angl e. Notice that h e 
is not c a l led the "Her- oin King " because he d oesn't r u n the 
refin e ries, and clai ms that h e has nev e r done so. The TRA is 
presentl y mounting an operation to c l ose off t he e nti re cross 
border opi u m trade into Tha i land t o increase its ' profits and 
leverage. 

What would t he TRA do wi t h t he proceeds of a sale? Buy 
the gun s and other militar y neces si ti es t o continue waging a war 
of rebellion a gainst th e Burmese. They will do this regardless 
of who buy s t he crop. They are , however, committed to educating 
their peop l e an d fin di ng alter nat ve crops for them. 

Wou l d d pre-empt i ve pur chase b e cost-effec tive? If there is 
a desir2 to dry up th e supply of heroin from this part of the 
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world, then it would be effective. When 4 billion dollars worth 
of narcotics can be removed from the market for an expenditure of 
only 100 million, it is cost effective~ The bulk of the heroin 
produced in the Golden Triangle probably goes to/through Europe 
and Australia so our allies should be happy to participate in 
such a program. 

Is the purchase of t·e opium morally justifiable? Since the 
planters of the poppy are following a traditional method of 
obtaining cash; since the sellers of the opium are engaged in a 
just war of rebellion against a socialist government illegally 
imposed upon them; and, since the purpose of the purchase is to 
remove the heroin from the hands of criminals, I believe it is 
morally justified. Certainly, the morality of having agents from 
the US, Australia, Holland, Germany and France assigned to 
Thailand and attempting various forms of entrapment on drug users 
from their respective countries, is questionable. Further, I 
feel that the purchase of cocoa-paste in South American should be 
explored to see if a similar condition exists. 

How effective would a pre-emptive purchase be in stopping 
the SE Asia heroin trade? I feel that initially about 75% of the 
Shan State opium crop could be purchased. As the TRA grows 
stronger through both political maneuvering and weapons purchased 
from the profits of pre-emptive sales, the amount of opium pur
chased should reach the 90i. figure. For all intents and purposes 
SE Asian heroin would be eliminated. 

What happens if there is an increase in opium production as 
was previously feared? First, a slight increase should be ex
pected because these people have been starving for money and 
what it can purchase for a long time. Secondly, after two or 
three years, there would be no other purchasers still in being; 
this would give the pre-emptive purchasers a monopoly status to 
manipulate both the quantity and the price. Finally, after 
three or five years, if there was not an agreed upon reduct ion 
in the amount of opium being produced in the Shan States, a 
refusal to purchase would destroy the opium based economy and 
make any effort to sell ta illegal buyers an easy target for law 
enforcement officials. Naturally there should be assistance 
offered the TRA and other groups to establish either alternate 
crops or some other means of livelihood. 

The loudest objections to a pre-empt ive purchase of Golden 
Triangle opium will come from those with a vested interest in 
maintaining the status quo: DEA and the Department of State. 
Both of these agencies have "seen the light at the end of the 
tunnel'' more times that General Westmoreland. Putting it simply, 
if there was no heroin being manufact u r ed because of a pre
emptive purchase of opium, there would be no need for DEA, now 
would there? 

Supporting the Government of Burma in a campaign to spray 
with herbicide the fields of the m1nor1 t ies in th e Shan States is 
immoral and that is what we are now do 1nq. These fields on which 



the opium poppy is grown are the same fields used for rice, maize 
and other subsistence crops. They are not like the lava beds of 
northern California which are unsprayed for fear of contaminating 
the marijuana with paraquat! Shades of Agent Orange!! 

The answer to the drug problem in the US is surely not in a 
failed program of legalization; experience with the English 
program has shown that legalization is an unworkable solution. 
Enforcement alone does not work, the US record of 10% intercep
tion has proven that. Education and control of the user group in 
a free society is impossible; it is time to try another mean~, a 
market means of establishing a monopoly and then controllang, 
not the price but the product by destroying the product. 
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THE SHAN STATE THEIR CASE : 
SHAN HISTORY .AND NARCOTICS POLICY 

(T. R. C. _SPEECH , FEBRUARY 20 , 1986 ) 



: .·• 

. . 
, .... ' .. .- · ... 

Page. 1. 

provide §61.l· w.itii°"a:··b'.•fi~:t<~eview of our (Shan State) historical background . .. · ·.· . . ·.·· · . .-,. ,: . .' . .-: ·_ . :i. :- . _.. .. ". 
whi'.c:h '·;is ·m~~f'.-f~serlt.i,:al, ·to.:,:- the understanding of this occasion. I am sure 

• ••• ·••. •· _- I • • 

you' ·h.ave . a.lt:e:~i!t_ he~~d soin:e of the facts beforehand, but as an active 

par~i-ciip~t' :ftn:;·_ a. "j'lit3:t°ifiable cause, my rendering of these facts would be 
. . . . . 1-< . 

. in a.- ·mpre c.c;mnected .ccb.t.ext-r. beneficial to all. 

To eradicate opium and bring a successful end to }he drug que&tion 

in the so-called BURMA-, .we mU;_s-t: ··.f.irst find a.q.d analyse the canses. 
. ., .. ... . 

Any non-partisan observe;,./ ¥_1ilul,:g./ -i,n-'{_!l-+7ia.~J;y hav.ei. found that the opium issue 
11

• ·i : ·r~ has .- ciung to and a-1;0iw;_n{'i1;~-~~)t~iC~te~ oi," p~ii:t --ical instability and economic 
• ~~ :,, ... • •1 ,-v~-~. f•"-• _. •• '"\ 

insecµri~! in the" so-called Union of Socialist Republic, Burma. Without 

these eco.:..po1it~c instability, a parasitic phenomenon, the dru~ problem 

_has nothing to live on but to wither and die. The Shan State people's 

desired solution is to bring an end to the political issue of Shan State's 

·. Freedom, whil.e on the other hand, the opium problem can be easily and 

effectively contrmlled and eliminated with much less defilands on the American 

true-payers' money annually. 

So, let us exam·ine the causes which have led to the political 

inst!i'b':;..1ity, ;ii;i, t-he so-called"Socialist Republic of Burma", which in turn have 
-:-~·V\ 

nutBx:-.~:d- tll:e :·gr.o:wth of d:r.ug problems. To c\:lre illness, one must know it's 

cau~e\ be.!5:>~·e -~P.pl.-yi:.ng· the right remedy. Who are these Shan State people 

W.ftQ9i ··:o:.Bi.uni ~e .saiq.'.:,..t:o·:..tre posing a great threat no less than that of a 

nuclear war? Why do the Shan State people grow opium and Do they really 

like to grow opium ?-.------ AlRs, th L ~nswe1·in g voi ce s of thf' Shan Sta te 

people to U;e people of the world is'•:~,iing made unknown by th e Burmese '<lay 
~. r 



•,·..: 

. · T?\·a ·;·,s~.ar,:s}· (~'A"-i )i~,)-iJc_e other non-Hupm~se rnccs in the: s o-called 
• ,: I ~•~~•:,>;:\•:,"; zj. ::J,t \~ ... :•'. :-.,:. ,. ,:;, >I : ' • • • 

·Buima· ,a:,rie,, ~~pa.l);;y;-; c,a;t'{~fgerispd afi 11minori ties". But this .term is being 
· ~ ~, .. ·.::.::--·,:t:·);::-.·~r;,-~~:~:.-;\ ~i¥::. ;!1/•t ·~.~~~-'; . . ·· ·· , · · :· 

·;· ·ch~~-~'~.~ftttt~f :-t~-f -~~,fl~.~~-fl?le- fac~s. · From the State of Assam in India 

· · ·_ • .··· · t:q.·_ ~h~i i'e~1~~t,;ij:){~'e:~~§·.·$tna: _. ~nd . t~ -the · Yui:innn Province •of China, the 
· ·. : /; ·,: ~--~1t~~"\~~)-/;.~•:J~!\~i··: :~J::~~~ f.~'.-rl?,i~~ ,~; .. ; .:: ;, ,~1

/ ·~ _: .. , • • , , • • • , • 

, .• ·. · -l):um,1!>,-lJ~}F·:~JJ¥:~·-,~~?i~~-(q~~ ~t~e~,sEi~ves·•ttTAJ" ~-- i.e. the Free --- amount 

t;~_~:_·~:~:fJ~~:fJfJfr~.J~1i~-})~i:i1f~n:._ -A:ddirik "tlfo ··Laos and 1ihe Thais, the Shans 
~ , 1"1 • . ', -:1;.,';·/•''.:!~ -:~.·· . . ,. ,.\;'!~ ". ~-·. t. ."r • l 

·ar.•;1.ur~i/r'\J;x~g·:~i-ti.~·.A"s~i'!/·wo\l,ld 'b'e no less ·than -100- mi~lion. (The word 
. • . '. ~:-: · •/: ... ,-.~ .. .;;t ~·•:..-:c; ~.:: .. ~, .. .. • .· -·:~~- :=·.•, r,r~·=·· .. ·_ ... _. ..... : i 

i-isii:AN'' ::Hhiit11~ :i iii- a .,.Bur.'mcse·· ,66rrupti on Of the term - II SIAM"- vlhi ch was 
. · .. : ; .... :· ... :-: .:·_. .... · .. :· ::' ~/- .': -.'. ) ."\ :··-~ :· '·.: :.: ;,:· .. ·. · ... · . . 

-Th,~,fta:ri·c;l};E( ':trici ' '6f:f:(~{~1 . nEirµe.L_ · Therefore, the term "m~nori ty 11 is better 
·: ., ::{ .... .-; .. "" .~-: :• <l·~-:··•: :-~-.-•. 4 . -:,~·..:·:· -~.-~--::.:.:, .. . •• •\. _ .. • • • , • : • • ! 

.,fft-fed'. t'<):-;·-.tffe ---Btirlre-se<them:selve:s ~,hos·e nrimber does not ! exceed -20- million • 
. . ·•· . _ .. •~ ... ·. :\ -/: t :~:;·;,.: :· _:. :'" ~-- -·· . \.• . . : .. . _.;_· ·, . ·- ·, .. I;' .. . . : . . . . . ' I 

. Tnes.e' ··_sli'a,,tf:·;:ii:~ppie-~ .. ~ _coiitffu-y to 'general ·r1ob.:ons do'. n-ot fonsider themselves 

as .B:u,rme~J~·'.}s/ ; =le:sh -and blood, languar,e and culture I : they a rc definitely 

of a diffetent itock altogether. 
":'> i: • 

The Shans migrated from their bit·hh:-place, the A-1-tai !fountains of 

.,Mongolia, milleniums a-go. -Th_e Sh:aris '':t:0und~'ct · many a prpsperous kingdom 
• •• • • ..; ~ • I ·· :_--i,~ , " . ,. •. :. ,·,:,,,.: , ,.._ •:, ,, .•:• .. ••.,_,c \ • ,~ , .! •. 

in the J..:and · now ca.11:4'~ i_~_Cl:1'1:!t~\~_'.,ff:9-ii-~:~t~gr:1f \~}1:~·se :."'fe.~.e ·.pv-en tually absorbed 
. / • .-..•w:f,,.,-; ...... ~.,. f~ ·--z~ .. -... .c:.;, •,-..,-1.: ___ 1,i .. -'i-'f-''·r~:• ;~ ... ~ ~·:_;,,'·: :: ; ·. . 

by .the. 

bocf~J. 

t& ·- : ,.. '·th. "th- •'•"''' ····lt "!. <, ;.i:tumb'"''•a'i3 ' 'C"11Th T~i Rnce 11 - Hillinm Clifton ·. 1:ne$: , ~-~-~;):\:;.-~~7: :;~- -~ :~!~;,._ . · - --~,r .·• '; , e 

·T.he= ··SJ:ians (Ta,-i} have bee·n here· in the Shan State for more than two 

thqusarid .·_yeus a~o-. Muang Nai, a ·southern city, \·ms built in 13.C. 519; 

Hseh.;.w"i, .,l.n ' the north in B. C. 441 i and Hsi-paw, also in the north in 

B.C.~ 423 :•·tn · a period when B.urma was a - term yet to be mentioned in any 

historical recor~~, proving the originality and historicnl ownership of 

the Shan State people · over Shan State in the so called 11 t o -dny's nurrna". 

Th~re is also a misunderstooq term which should be made ri e;ht:-

11 The Golden Triangle" (well known BUT well misinterpreted). This area 

·does not compr~ .ise of the tri-border regions between Burr.in ( ShD.11 State), 

Laos and. Thailand as is generally understood, but the whole of the Shan 

St~te itse1f which is triangular in shape with it's base in the west and 

the apex in the east, full of u..r1.deve loped and untapped a r,ri cu l turn l 
: ' 

min e r a l resource s . Mr . ,1.clri an ...;o ,.: L, a 11 ritish F' i l m l' r o d uc t: r wh L w, r: 

two well-known documentary film s on-.the Shan State, 11The Un kn o wn \·l ar " 
J:·H:: 

;in 1967 an.d the "Opium Warlords" in:· i973~ The camera-r.ian waB Mr . Chr is 

M~nges wh·ose recent fil111 "The Killing Fields" won him an Oscar inl984. 

Th.i~rt~t ·;ts a .,reminder of the prevailing sheer i gnorance of the opium-

herm·d>n . ·i -ssµe • . 
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,· .. ·, 

r 
1 • \- ' 

• •~ • ', ~,; l~ 

·:,·.:· .. . _,::... . . . • .. "}t..... . . 
· ·. :.:~·. J;h}f;fact,: ·q.cttiniqg\ qiµ·.ch.: :fa . kpown· ia,bput · th'e so~called Eurrnn since 

' ', , I t~ . ;' •. : ~- , '..:\ t_.:;." . j ••, °;"- • , ' • ' , 

.•rio ·. oie'>i •~:/~i:c:{,;;i_~~\ •gf':·It@l·goow ·to trav:ei freely or permitted to carry out 
: . - :· _..,_. .. ~-: :· .. _. ?~- ~,-• ·; --~ .,-~ . ; · . ' 

. .:t.m· {epe.ri~t~~.~,v.~f~dtj,~.l.·~.rx~·411~i:ti:<?~)3 'a.:nq. . $i t:uations within Burma. . Yet, 
. . ,, -$< .. . .~ ... . . . . 

. :F~f~igh:::;Jf◊,ln.'af,i~o'iih#it.:~i?1· ... :,~·ta:ri'd .. ia:· amazing. ... ~- i,whi ch. i fi I everything must be 
• .· ., ., __ .. ;•.;-;• ;t\h•,:_\.;_.,~~-. ~:[ :r_,~,~:,,.'.,;:,J;_ .. ~.~:~-~ .~r·~_ ·:;•':., • '.•·: . ~.. ", .·· 

··;. i:fc.66'~'.~i:i:f }:li;:vJhi,1{JR~iiio~6)i ',aay,s:_. : ·l?e '.6:aU:se I1a;ngoon says '. so. In their 

.·. · i .•:~t~i!il!if!~;t~1t;t ;:::;~1.,:::!f !•~;n :::u:h: •~:a ::n P:::~: ~ 8 : -

.af4·~··., otr,,J~·~··;,:-oiri.:J . .:.a:.b.ei'ng, coriiple.tely' :ignor·ed and the ,people night and day . .. .. . ··.· -· .. -. . . .. ,·· . ·--.. . 

. ~r·e,·'be.fn.g;,Jif3I"S~·c~t··e.d' by the "Burmese, aided and abetted by the champions of 

the Human ':Rights. Dee·pite .. the 1JN 1 8' HGirui ·Riihte Dec,i ~rttt'iori, ·'·,:;;e Eire barred 
' •. 

from bej,.ng 11 enti tl~d .. to fl _f-a-i •r :.,~Ul}.d -.f,pU:bJ;ic~ 1~.•e~ring by '~ independent and 

impa•rtial tribµnal ~.2•,•j _~·~;·::~~~~~~~·~:·91~~{i'6.h·:~ ci~i .;~any cri-m:ida1 charges" against 

\he Shan qtite pe.6,p:1-;er. ,;~-i:· ·n ~ .. . :·'•; 
. · :i'f./;. :,,,.: .: ·· :t t~1 ' j-r'.,.-.:· ·,; ,:; - . . .. 

68%0·{ 'the ·pop_ulation of the Shan State are ethnic Tni s. The 

f-~'st i :.s : m·~·de :·up · of .·.Paos., Pa'lp.ung.s, \-las, Kachins, Lahus, Lisaw (Lisu) etc. 

Ks .'redor·d:a· show, t,he Burmese who are the late comers and the Sh.ans 

have a);·tern:ateiy go:verned the· "Burma Proper"o f the olden days. In order 

to .' save time,· I sh~1·1 jump ov·er to the 19th. Gen tury. BY 1882 , the Shans 

had su~cessfully freed themselves from Burmese Supremacy. Th en i n 1885, 

af~er "Burma Prope.r 11 · was completely colonized by the British, th e y turned 

'l;p~i:r e1,eA .towards .. the East. They were afraid that the Shan State, 

·~.J~a:te~{6:a.IiY,:.·p9~ii:Jon:ed, would ee taken ove-r by the French \vho were also 

expan:din.g tl:t~ir · c9.'f~~.ies from the East,. having annexed Vietnam, Laos, 

G-ambodia. and ·.pait :: of Thailand. This prompted the British to draw what 

th~y .c·a·lled · 11 Plans · for establishing British influence in the Shan States 

during the open season of 1887 11
• This result ed in the S ha;1 le~d •' rG 

acceptinG th e Union Jack and the 

This historical point is impor tant,, because it sho,1s thnt the Sl111., .state 

asaa seperate entity, did not become a colony together ;~ i th the ' 'B ur ma 

Proper". 

·• ,. 
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.,: ::;f~:~t)f:~t~/}f~};tf}~~(~/?t·:_m~_r_e,. fo:~ig_n tr-.ilvellers hnd the o pportunity 
to o1:iserve;,.:.-"t'4e: );h',a.ri . :p·~·~pl't'f.~ :?: ;'J:'.•!i·qy _- in:v nri ably agreed that the Sh ans "a-re the 

.. . · ' .· ..... ,··.··~ .. :.· . .. . .. , . .-::~:-:~"'·~ .· ··: · .. ··.· ~ . : -.. 
inost p.e~a:c:e.:.~'6/iit?,:g( p'e.c{p):f11 ' ; , :'.''.the: _pe'dple who trust everybody · and envy nobody"; 

,i"tha;t< t :h·,e.t _· :1;;:,}~·'.jy:·i·t'~tfef~:ti~ ·.'.vif t '.lt ij ttl~ ~i"esfr•e for worl9ly riches thou gh 

th.eir land ·l ,'s ··· rich :fo _m·tn-erals" • . Tr·ue • to t '.1eir observations, the British 
. . .. · .... i;;-~· . . . . . 

had t ·o :uq!;! on';fy. i a handful. -of nrmed me,:n t.o ,:p! · r-lb).e to exer~ their a u_thori ty 

in the Sha:fl -State. There_fpre, it- i :~. 9 e:l_A-i::·~vi,pen-t · that th1 reasons for the 

Sha·n: $~.a_te· .p_~_opi~ 1.s ar.m¢·l ··q.»~;_i--i~t ii-i:;~hi iii::~~;pi .~A~'d_ i~l958. '.,was not trir;gered 
, • , ' .. r- , • ·,1-.g.. -).: .;.::..: -~.:. -: '. ,\. ·:. -~. • ,,r: :: _ • . : : ': ... l. 

.,., off by .. w_arlik·e -in ten tion,1:r, ,;8.~~·;tr.i:td,I<w.'fif'c.h>~}i.-~Ef ;.110:·:x-·ci(gn. :-to :t:rie Sh a n State 
• ~c ;• · • , • • • fi ·•~ '. ~·./.;\•.,,:~-~!•.~~~,i~~) ;~-;~ tf'.•.~••>\: .. ~/;.:~~,.,;.; '; ·:•:·. ~-." ! - :; 

. people
0

'-s na~ll;l"e, ~t-,•:~~1i;£iir'~it •iiff''"'1fe 'ini:6"1.:erable and ·iphunrnnistic cond i tions 

create_tj; -py. th~ B.ur.mese who appointed themselves mnsters of t he country after 

the Brttish ·dep~rture. 

With the Briti"sh decision to depart from her colonies e.nJ Prot e ctorates 

after . ww-·11; ·and the Alli:ed Decla·ration to grant Independenc e t o hhe i r 

subject's who .fought for the Allied cause, the Shan Sta te people le gAlly 

b e came entitled to have a free and independent country s tntu c . Bu t d~e to 

being a ' land~loc~ed coun~ry, the Shans were concerned about whe th e r t o c o 

. it ·a:l'on~ or' j'.Q1~ .o·t.ner·s .- f6r common security .and . prosperity. 
, ... ,• . . 

_f ~;anwfL.l~y the B.urme,9e were also well aware that alone, t he y wo uld 

h a ve a 'di:ffi cult t.ime f ~ghtin-g for survival. They wa nted th e Sha n St a te 

a-n d the. Karr~nniB (later renamed Kuyah) a.s partH of Burmn, kn o \'ting th e 

st r a tegical position a nd the invalua ble naturnl resources to be t appe d. 

\-iily political c our tshi p by t he Burr.,e s• · l eaders l e d t 0 t h e con venin g rJ f 

the Hu t i - iia t ional i t i e s Con fe r e n ce a t Pang-long Town, in the .S0 u tt! e rn ,S han 

State du r ing t h e mo n th o f Februa r y , 194:7:'· On t)1e 6th. Feb. 1 1,7 , it was 

ur1 animously agreed t hat Indepen d en ce wo uld be speedily a chi e v ed if o. forr:i 

of t o get he.rness wandshmNgle-mindednes s was shown. The Shnn St a te p eop l e 

l e aders' c ondition of th e utmost importance for the future o f th e Shan St a t e 

wa s '" the Burme.se acceptance of the Shan State' ssrir;ht to se ce de I if ond 

an d wheneve r the Shan State peo ple chooses". General Aun g Sa n n, t h en the 

Burmese leader who was assissinated in the same year, agr eed t o the Shana ' 

demand.. The r.l!_sul·t wns .the " PANG=LONG" Agreement which was c i gne d o n th e 
),f . 

12th'· .. F~~fua:fy.::.· T9'4i ., ~riEk H f:cl.uded ·in Cha,pte-r X' o?ftl{geFirst Constitut io n 

o;:f ·t.he ~ .. ~,wl; .··!~iifd Uni"om of. Bu.r.ma, it was pr:vided for the Shan Sta t e a nd 
.r . 

Kaya_l;l (~nothe~ ,. i.tfoep~ncf~~.~. l'?J1d} the right to secede ofter a 10 years trial . ··•' ... 

perio~. w.i..tliin.:· W,e, IJniori.~~ It va•s r •--lly fl deal for the T.lurmes e ; ho d t h ey 
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been less 11Tn~mti.nimou~, they would not have won the trust of the Frontier 

people Cas· t!!ey were called in those dnys). The internnleco(~Qoi i"f i. c:i-L 

events which took place in the Uni6n of Burrna within the a~reed trial 

poriod of 10 years cl9~rly s~o~s the _g~ndual upheaval and diainte~rntion 

Hi thin the Un~on of nur!Jl~I'-t. · .. ., ...• 
•j t • . 

, ... ~,:, :.,.~.·. ,• .;,: · .... , .·. ·· ~ ,•.. .·· >. ' 

Soon· after tl1~'"::.d·e~-.t4·ra~fii'on·='. 10Y :In'-c:iep·e'nn·encc of the Uni o:, of Eur;:10. 
. . . . ¥5~ -!,-' ~t -· . ,•:;• •· '· ... ' . · .. ,. . 

on Jaouaryl!fe ;4~h. 1948, t~e Koren rebellion broke out. Thn Burr.ie r,e 

Governriien,t, in ' its infant stage, Wi'\G helpless and Rnnr;oon j_tsclf \·1ac; in 

danger of falling int'o the hands of the l<nrcns, who •.-;e re nu c r:t rrnd ea~er 

for~ tas~e of - rev~nge against the Burmese. Ao th~ir victory drc~ nonrer, 

the Karena ·approached -the Shana to join hnndG. They t o ld th n Shrine thr1t 

the Burmese were never to be trusted becaus e they coald :10t a nd Hould not 

keep their promises whatsoever. But the Shans turned down tl1e ir offer 

because to . a Shan II A promise is a promise; a promise is wh;i t ma ke s up 

a man-. Th_e ·Burmese mus.t be f~i ven a chance -to shov, their sincerity • 

. Fo·l-lowing th~.-. ·Shans' refusa l, the Karen 

UpJ:'.isi,ngw.a:~:· de•feated ,and they steadily had to wi thdrav, to the mountainG nnd 
. . ' ' 

junglE(S t '.6 · conti.nue th_eir fight up to this very day. Ti1e Bur:-:1 ese failed 

to reciprocate' the Shans' goodwill towards t t cm in thei r confl i ct with 

the KDrens, while tryi n g to consoli d;1 1: c their hold •:wc r t h e :..;h :rn S tate , 

thereby leadingtc~ards a rme d c o n frontations . 

Even before Independence, the Burmese be gan t o introduce n VRriety 

of political parties with their conflicting ideolo gies into the Sh an State 

with th_e .. &im to des.troy t .he Shan State people's cohesiveness . Almost 1111 

e. t once, the Shan State people found themselves face to fa ce with their 

wives who refused t o share the snme bed; t hei r children 1-,h o refused t o 

sha re t he same roofs and their o wn vill a ~er s wh o r efuse d t o att e nd t he 

same market and rnonastries, all because o f thei r d ifferent p,1 rty 

affiliations, Inevitably b loodshed followed. 



A~ai'n, 

Stat~ took · to: 

deteriorated 

1 ; ' ~- • (, -------

ow1t · lan·q _ancf 1-..i,ni:;dom in lower nurmo. 'i'h0ir l.,. f.;t ,'.iii [:; , ; '.rniu ;·,n \·1ar; d efeated 

and- taken p~isoner by the nurm-ese Kinr; /\n n,1 '. · :'.t!w ,u·o und thri 11th. 

cent-ury • . -Due :t.o Burmeoe ntr.oci_tiee, ~:urny Pnns flc~cJ. t heir lt 1 ,~ <:lnn tl in t:ic . . . ,1 ; • ., .. . . .• . . 

'l!haton · .., ' _Si_ttaun~· reF;ion C:1nd f3;odr;ht f3nnctunry in the .Si~;-, ,, ;-·.t ;;, tc 1,;llich 

was ·kindly provided h y the Shnnr,. \·l e h n. v e liv 8cl to •·:<,t h c .r f ~• r o v,·i r ni.nc 

of the:: Burmes~i to kindle tl1e rebeLli c•n 111\ich ,1r>.r, l :, t-.<:r· :wr; ,-, :;_y J-:n t :. r., ides . . 
. os ·n·on-be.nefittinc;. but only ~ .sclf-dcfjtru-.ti.n ~,: r.1c t t o r;et U,c ~~ t, · [• (: f o r . . . . . . 

f .urther Burmese encroachments. . . - - . 

At th~t same period, the Communist victory in tfo in.l.tnd Chin,q drove 

the defeated K?-IT tro.ops in to the nei c::}1hourirq5 c o 1;n trie,=;, i i, c l ud ir,c the 

Shan State. On the pretex t of a forei :-;n militn.ry t.hr1.:r-.t t t ::-·.1.-:, r d:::, t. li c 

through o :..it the whol e of U 1<? Sh,,n Stute and er-. t :-il.J lis!1 cd :., il .i.tr1r y -c ( , :!:i,J.n d 

bases in strategic towns. 

meruiingless governing body, po,~erless to do any thin g D./ ;ain ~~t tile: 1·:1pe of 

Shan S·tate by the Burmese until the present day. 

Since ~hen, numerous acts of human l'i ~o; ilt s v:i.oJ.oti ::..•n!:: "··! -:.: :ltt!:r.:ir:i 

t o l .esc..l ri t:hts prov-idcd by the Constitution ,,er e i'nfli c t c d by th,: , 

n urmesc upon the Shan State peo ple, whome they loo :c-do•.m u po n ns 

inferior human-beings to be t~ented like brninlc ss ~nirna la. 

Thus, in 1957 1-1i th the 1958 'l'en Yenrs '.l' ri~,.l ; ,c ri od c.lc,1d lin e 

approaching, the S-han Sta-::e people be (-· nn t o r:i,.dce o p en r c vie\·: :::; o n t!ic-

pros and cons, the losses ;-1.:1 d the gain s du ri ng t he t 0nr.; )' C::1rr.; of 

co-existe!lce as the Union of Burnn. /\ ll ntinn n l , o nf,1rr:ncc 1-;' ns h cl,j 1.:1 

Muang Yai, a northern town, to discunc the bi c; (1 UCstiop; :11 1 in :1; cortl,,n ce 

with the legal p-rovisio_ns. U Nu, the th en P rime ,·: inistc:r· , i'lc1-1 t o Lushi.o, 

the northern Shan s ·to.te capital, to dit:;sunde tlw t~hf:l.n Sb.-1tc, lc .-1 de.rs . 
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He called . ~ ·publ:ic meeting where he threntened to go II Linc o ln's way " 

should the Shan State ~eople decided to t:;eccde from the Union. Man ) way s 

were used by the B~rmese Government to disrupt nnd ma ke the Na tional 

Conference~ ftilu~e, nevertheless o unanimous dccia~on to forward the 

question to the Shan Stat~ Supreme Ltgislnture or the Sha~ · St ~ tc Coun c il 

in TaunB-,gyi, which was due to hold Gession on 20th. Septcmut:r o f t h e s am e 

year. 

On i~p'tell}b·er 19~h. 1957, PM U Nu nrri ved in 'l'aung-gyi a nd invited 

the Shan .st~t"e ·lead·e:i·s·· to o. dinner pnrtyon the snme evcninz. It ~JUG there 

that he .v.it't·ually o:rder~d · the Shan State lenders not to bring forward 

the q~esti;n of s~cession on the following day~ Any discusannt should be 

regarded as the nation Is No. 1 • enemy. To mnke s u r e I IJ j ;u Grde rE:d the 

Eur::i a Arr:i.y troop s to occupy t he e~;vi. : ' S of t h 8 ~:hm1 : . .'. L.itc Cun:1c i l, 

forbiddin g the Shan S t a te l·'.P s f r om enteri i1 ;-; o r l eav :i.:,, : , n ;1 t !:o sny 

about holdin g a se s sion. '.·\an y Shan S-t'ate :-'.? 1:, clnd l <", c1de r s H ,1 r 0 :l f.trr c s ted, 

.,. sor.ie killed or disappeared without a n y tra ce nnd m::ir. y fl~ .:!. to e sa a p :.:: 

detentitin'.; 

The Du·rmese ha~ done all these in violation of the Shn:1. :; ta.t e people's 

constitutional ri ghts. So what alternate choice had the Shan State peo ple 

t c get back their conqti tuional ri ~hts. Some Shan State l c ndcrG an d. people 

despising violence thought o f peace ful mean s :- i.e. t o go ll .. --:. lfway ;:inJ no t 

to demand com.plete. secession which was their full ri ght bu t to ask for 

an -:qual sta·tu~. ·The · result was the Constitutional Amendment :fovement 

which was su.pported throughout the Union of nurrna then. The chief demands 

were :-

1. Burma proper itself to be come a constituent stat e . 

2. Equal powers to both !lous e s ( t h e Up p er h o u s e uci n1;; cor!1pa r ab l e 

to the US Senat e .) 

3. Equal representation in th e Upper Iio uGe. 

PM U Nu a:ad e pretenses t o sup r,ort th ,➔ Amendment Mov eri?en t a nd invited 

the leaders of all the nationaliticc to Ran goon with thn a i m fo r on e a s y 

swoop on their dull-wi t ted oppo ncntc, as s ub s e q uent e vents p r o v e d. 

Just before the momentous dny on v1h ich t '~e hist o ric meetin g 1,as t o be 

convened, power was q u i e tly handed o ver to General Ne Win (C in C) wh o 

at once took over t he r e in s wit t a l a crity. On March-2nd. 1962, Gen. Ne Win 

staged a coup d'etat, a rrested the Shan State leaders and other political 

leaders and abolished the N!itional Cobstitution. 



S'ome·_ l~e~d'i;h~-,!3'~.~-i si~F~~;r:~_<:J<a:lt:ogc;t:,he:r .. an"d w .. ~r-e: ,n-o_ve,r seen aliv e or ever 
. . ··-~ ·~, ,' '. •. ·•, '.,. ·, . . ' . '•: , 

}:leard · of a~ain, _ whiie ri1aqy _ sp.en.t ycfl:r:s behind bnrs without tr i :Jl. 

The · only -w~yout f9r· · -t;}:le S)'l_an State pe()ple 1-_e.ft \vclG the one they 1-1er e 

. ~~yirtg_ ._to ··:~8'.~-f.4 :\~f ,-.~~t .. '"'~-ds-t, leo.d:i,~_g . ~o tl:l,e:·.,v.~,-~.orous n,rmed r e sistance 
· . · ... ';:.:; ,:~_ .. :'·- .. --... .. .,/ ·:"r't:.~.,/··~, r.~ ~. J .. j>:.:,1•:: : .... :.· ... ~ : ~ •. , · , · .. •· . .. ·/= .... ~.q_ '. . 
.. ;'":; .:·~ :--' :'.·-~?!,;~;t~;.J.~fht~~~~~j,,.l !,~\-,; /~i-~~t -~~~-:.Pf.~H\~¼}~~~\~-~:- ·' .. : . , .. 'i' .. · 

•• •:•,:1:•1:•~ i; •::~~~ •~!,~•) .:\r~•~: ~:,• ;; . .:;.',~t~:~:~~~~i :i{i~~~),{~•~,!:.,:•~~:/~ ~r_.w: • / • ~•~::.,:•~, .. ?.;:{/.i•;,.•;,~~ ..... ~;:.': J•: .. :: < ,"' i; ', 
. --.-:· .- ·:' •: ;,:·, ,- ,.-, ~-:::•:t:: ~,r;n,1;; -,,1i:ra;~ n;o~~~~~-1:3~$·t ~ :than ·the.-.. ·];,P.>.~ftt-e1!1~~c-.e1!'l-~- s:-tntcrn -;wh1c!1 c:verthr·e1/ · 
... ..... ): \t..,,~• •: ~_.•.1,~~::, :.~~:r.'", •:~ .. ;:•/.,1 "{-;.~ ,:f~~;,~ ,.,•,~ .. ... , ~~f'"."' j:-~ .. : .. ••• . .!'I ! '. '·1.,1,, . I,_•:•~,,:••'.••: ,:-,,,', 1 "· • , 

. ' .. _:;-' i} >i i1~{tiEi{fs:•$.?11~i i~Pt?~iib~;~i ~~i.: j~a-'·t'· than· J ;l'fg·•:'&iicf rill'as . fi 3h t:i r.c th<? Sovi cto 
~ ' ' .,. • ., -~:-· :·.,.; ·:_ ... ;~,r~~r .. ~:::, ~~1t..f:: ._.j~ •-•. , : 7-:',- ,·· , •1 ' ·' ' • ' · ., • ' ' • •: • .., • 

. . . ·.-.: ·:-~J ii):;jjgjiailt:i·¥~:it~;iifo<'thd,~~: (l!i.:i.in_ st ·th~ ; ·V-i :l?'t_n~.r.ie se ,-i'rl Ci'J.mb'odi ,:! • ,Hl Of them 
: ; .. ,~_-:--~·'·:·--. \ ··: . :::' ... -~.- •'. : ~· ..... .. 

have -the CO!i!l!ion, i-6-ot ·or ·inj1lstic e ,,.,h.j_;ch i::- the :-:1 a i n C f)U SC ,:, f' l~O l :i. tj ,: u l 

supre.-nat,ionaliem;· their ultr,1-r12lfM.g:e .: .of 't,t_--,_!; r.1 ilitary· y;o\-:(,r t c f c rcefully 
. . . . ,, ;'.~t~f J;,~ \ . . 

chc;.'lge everything and everybody towa.r.·a·s : thej.r lJurme r:;e l·i,::, y t o Soci [tli r.m i 

th·eir un:teali st·-i c o.o-c io-e con om i c poli_c i es. throue;h ;:i i sm nn D r;e!·!t en t anc, 

inComp.e'tep~e· • .: • ·_ . . _ ••• ; ._ ~· ~ •.• ~ . co.u.pled with the co·,.nmuni st Pnr_ty of 13urm:1' s ( CPB) 
•• ,•: I ' • •. • 'i • ~ 

Agra_ri·&n. ,R~f.~·i:m .. i ri , t t~~-- S~Hln State during the 50s a11d their suL ;e quen t 
' . . . . ' ' ~. . ·. . .. I,.,. 

subv:~rsi·v·e -' pql'~_cies, . . ~11 - added to e:x:acerbn t e the situation oh{iF, cre n te 

the:! chaos . in Burma. Undeninbly today, bla ckmarket ee rin g i s tho lif-£: = 

savi..l1g b~o~q.i~~e .o_f ,~u-'rl!tfi':a economy. 'l'hi0 will uhmyo be the c ,<1se until 

t~~ ;,irin~8-~:~~4\f·;in,;~nt J.~e1s and .. ~~ves the .legal dernocratfc ri f~hts of the 
• ,-.. ·_11 • • \ • ~ ... i·, ;:, •· ·, -· · .·.: 1-;, • ~ -. ,. .. -: ; . ~, ,;!._ . 

peo-p:te:· in •- tne. .U-n-i.~-. ,· ·•:~. :''-
.. \.,__? ?-? ;;, j:\_:,-·, ·.; :~: .. : :: .. ·: . 

\ ~~±.J{-i'1l·: ~-o.ul.d l iJ_e; ,to _iptrod.u_ce . you ,with· nn outline of the Shan 
. -' . . ... • . t· . • ., •. ' , ~ ~ -. . . 

s.tale·".Re.sh:{~~·¢~ M'o;1i.e'1l ~\-f1f :·wh:i;ch ·had culn:i:i-.riated in the recent National 
... ...-.-: _;· Y:: .. :._..~:t:·•· .. ,•:~- -:W4:_~ .. .. t:· .. ~:'.:-r .J: .. · ~~\-:.;.-: 1 · •• , • • .. 

Un-i·-t:±-'ci:(:ff&i ': au~.\ t·h::e ii i!tlb:i'isfrmen.t .Qf tl-).e Ta-i-lnnd Revolutiono.r.y Council 
· · · : . t_~ · ;:-:··~;:·•~- · :·\/(~}.~;SS.:~~,;-: :!··~ -· .=.t_{ ;~4-. :.~ -:·~~:-:- .· · . 
(T-.R.:c~-)- -,-1:}i;i¢!\ ,:ls.;,;;tJi:e _. sQ;µ,;e: \-IA:t:-tinie . Provisional Government of the people 

. . . ·. ::_. : .. . :<. ::~ : . 1, ' i,.,, .- ·. =~-~ . . .· 
of. t-~_e S?"~ ;S'tl1te •. -~h~ 9 .outlin,e is also aimed to give interested 

oq_5:~~yer~ :f,l:)J_~tJer ·,:yP:~~_rst:andingoof the past and present . situation. 

'l'he., ~~-M ·-s~at:e' Rcsiatance Movement wa-s first la.unched on the 2 1st. 

of l•iay 195~3:, heaq.ed by Sao Noi (aShnn Yunnnn e se). His ,ms tile only 

or ganization i-n the wholo of Shan Sta te 1'..nown by th e n ome 11 ::oom Sirk Han" 

( N-SH = Ycung,;.Brave Wa.rriorG) to vihich a ll th e Shan a rmed gr o ups ralli e d. 

But due to the ShRn State people's lBck af po liticnl ma turlty, the Burmese 

n ttempts to dr:j.ve a weq;ge in .tQ._e II!OV_<;?!Jl'en;~ .s'u:cceeded. The N.SH disinte ~rated 
• • . • • • - • . ~~ . ; ... ;_. •• :.;~ t_ .;.: ... ::.··-l-:. -~L;.,~·\ .. . :· .... .-~.·.t~-:,.,?:· .·· . .. 
in ~0 •. ~um. er.o.ui:L_. ·ar_me~ ·_Qflilig '._,9:f~~~P..J\$tf;~,1:.f fW-~d.:;~~:liJ~ji:f tuq_~J,;-,\9. ': -·faction- .f ni 1 ed 

··ir-• .,, ...... ..... .-_,. ~-., ,.,. ,•,. ,:•, .. ', . ·-~ -- .. ;,9. ir";e,.--• .,,.~ ~ ::t.=}"',;,,"1'~--•.,J;J; .. ;;.,~-~ ....... -j, ••• . • ... , .. , , '· . . 

~ I 11 ·~ J to Jife,~~\1:\tf ~.e.; -~·i~,~ ~~Jli1~!~\f~~r~·t\W!~1~~·~J.W:tb-:~-fn i '(' tn en 1 
only 3 3 yrs. ) 

t:ri·~tt .-c;i~sp~r~{~lt tci"'m';ctit'.i.te b b th .oideG for cl compromise, but it \-/a8 

in ·-t :i i ri:. ,.:-/itte:,j { k s~':cf~~ni:e .. ~as ·-- ~~stly and ·rar-reachin~ upon th e Shan State 
. ~ '::. _· .· .. ' ~ t' ;. ·. ':,. :·: .~ . ;:· ._. . . . . . . . . . . 

Re$istnnce• tto-v.:em.~.nt; .· i:;;tre.t~J1ing · it to more than a quartc::r of n century • 

. ·:': ., : 



.,. •• • .. w 

-'l'he~, in :t9(:;7, . came the an ti--,Chineqe Riots in !?nnr>0n vihi ch resulted 

in. Ch_ina ·seyet,i_irn dipit~_111a-tic relations wi t'h the !ie \iin He~i1:,c :!::<l openly 

rec·o·gn:f s'ing: ' the Communist: Pt1.rty of Burma (CFB) 11i th full mili tnry ::,nd 

logi,$-tical aide_. , Wj._th - these bHckinF,s, the CPB settl<!d dOl·l.!l t o influ e nce 

the Shan State Resistanc~ Movement. In uni Go n ,,,ith the Burr.in Socin liGt 

Program Pnrty (BSFP ) it also tri e d t 

Movement back into the Burme ,:;e path ~,t,,.~·ontrol . i<:n 0vd.n ~·; the r.: h.-~nr,, r; 1?cde d 
. ;.I. 

Rrm s, it offered to gi ve nrms at the expenne of th~ir b ncic ~:·inciplen 

The _acceptance of "lo cal autonomy" in lieu of their r,reviouf; 
.~·-~1 

"Indepe~d·encen and the acceptance of the Shan State oc n "pn.r t of Burr.ia" . 
' As a .result, the Shan _ _.State Resistci.nce Movement Gpli t int o t wo . J \in fn.ctions 

the pro- CPB and th e anti-CPB. 

Initially, the latter ,1,w milit c.ril y 1::8ake r .~:1ci thf: ::kin ~; t nlt:: 1ai1~ht 

ha ve fallen to trte CPI3 backed fnction du1~in ~ thr]::;<" yfl.:u·s ,~er e it no t for 

c1 break-u-p betwe .en · th.e . CP13 nnd i to allies in 1')7? 1·:hic;h 1-,as i"C:c.lly a Go dsodt 

Blessinis i'or th~ s·han: State pecple as a 1t1holc. Later, to eethc r v1.i th the 

demise of the· G,ang of •Fo_ur in China, who were the mo.in bnc1'::ers o f the CPI3 
i· 

and the failui•.e of th.e CPB' s shortsighted policico, they ct c:.:t clily 10 ::, t all 
. ~ ~:, -·. 

of th.eir influenGe in the Shan State, mnkin g the pr:opl e: look up t ov;a rds 

their own people for lea4ership. 

'l'his put the Burmese into a jam. Unless they could in•, c nt ,'l new 

stratege~, a new twist, the BSPP - CPB secret co-operation to co r ne~ the 

Sh ans was doomed to failure. But with the ri .::;in1; ti de of t he 1-,orld I d 

a!1ti-feelings towards drug abuse, the BurmeGe had no troubl e in findin~ 

another trick. In fact, it became tho best trick they had eve r employed 

so far. 

They begc1n t o ma~~ e t'fo rts to turn this at:.1oshc r e '.lt!,ainst the Shnn 

S t ate people . ( As PM Korn Jerng often says :- 11 It is the Burmese job t o 

plast er their ener.1ies,. e'specially the Shans, n bad nnr.1e. 'i' h8i r int ,1:1tion 

clec1rly ::..s to drcw:n th e Shan State in a wave of 1-:orld1-1idc anti - ncl r C<>tic.: 

Gentiments . 11
) \-ii tl1 expertise and cunninG, tltey s tnrt ed to s 1_)ll t:1r::ir 

made-up facts to the world which in essence is :- 11 'J:' he 1wrlcl c,ui':fcr s 

because of the rihan State's opium. 7his clru8 isaue will only be ucttled 

when the Shans are ,-1iped o ut, 11 J.!aybe, the Du:-·,:1 c::;c are a1ipl:,·i , iG th e 1\do lf 

Hi ller's way t.o eiiminate the J c \·ts as to the Shmw. 
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T,h'e i1n:p.ficzti0.n i .n ::::impl0 :- l~v.:n:t oon c; ,n ncv r~ !· hope t0 1·1in t ile ~ha.."1 

State people's supr,ort lccnl ly, · c;o if ur.,e~; the ~;-..i re :;t ;.1 :: d ,: :t:::io.::;t :??c:.!lu d 

of GUH-PO \H-;i:? . 'i'o <.!Chievc 11: ilib!ry v~q,tory, fui1d iG nccdcnl . ;\nci to ob tain 
< \~~;/~:-. .. ' . . .. ' 

funde fro:!! ubr.oad, it needs 11 s cape[~~y.· , for ~m1ch tn0 ::,nan '.~ tntc r,0ople 

fits exae·tJ,y._· t'_heir • ne.ed.. .For it shouid be remembered thnt when the 
: ) .. 

Ne ;~i,fµ~~im 'e· ~t;i),.k: f.l.bou.'t .11 -fi.gitting opi~'·', . ;i.~ . cffer;t it moanG to fir.;ht 
• .! , • ' I~ I . .- \ • • • • • 

the :,N"~tioilaf':r .. ibeh.ti-on Movement nn-ci ,killin .~ the forc;eB ' r,uppnrtinp: them, 

th~//~~ ':\::;~:/ :~i-l~lz~nB'.' o·f ·· tho . Sha11 state-• 
. ,. ·,. ·"'. . .- ·,. • : . . ., ., .... . • :; ·.<'.~;. . ....... ~;:_ ' 

For the · Sh,'l.n . S't,'lte }'i,?01)le 1 it is 11ot l.::;, t t:1,'.) y ._;:i:·01·1 •.:,piu·:: :u o rder 

·. t? become, ri·•.:.~ · _.'.lt the ,~~J.>.ense of t!)t:.: •,·n·<::t-::lt1:·d he :coit1 :JdJict :,; of th,~ W) rl:i. 
. . . . • l . 

'l'hey ·= grc_w . oP,iwn ·oe ,cause th~:y nE-cd the r:10!1ey L::: h1..ty Li1e 'b;.1rcst ec:;,:::1t ials 

of lif.e .; ~ecause 0-Jliumlsha~ been une of t:1ei!' tir.:1por1d.:i.blc cashcrop ;~t all 

times :.whiie othe.r a:crj,ptflt.ural produts flu.ctU3.tes nccordin~: to the 
. . . " . .. .. 

go.-v.rir~1in~nt .e~cipoi;lic . p6l:if.\:.y . 'fhe opiwr. pr1~blo:r. L1 fuct is rootod in the 
. . ,·.·. ' . :, . 

pcjJ,iti c;.a,1 : ~ri/f :~ .. c~mp111.i~;. misr.1a.n.agem0n t by Hnn~~oon ·.-rlli ch ar,10:1 0:; 0th0r :, , crea ted 
. ·. ',,. . . ... . . . . . .• .: . ~: ·: . . ~-..---, . ' . . 

a st~gna,nt .. ~~1:1~f;•: sink.in~Ji.,.: c~.~nor.1y. and v;idcspread pu.12etyy. . ,._ .. ';: :·; . - '. -~" ·;- . ':.'. .. • }!:: ... . . . . 

· Bu:t dfstur_bi:-,{t;l.y, credence hnve- boe?1 .~;ivG·:1 by sor,10 f o r~i.)1 2,")Vt:: rnment 

ta the--·a,u.bfg'iit·ct:,o-ri ~-- r:':nde by: Rnngoo-n :- " Sh ans e(:uals opi nm .~nd drug- traff- . 

-_i'~k~n:·~; ::·. ;lt±})¼.;if:;; ;hat,the era.dication of opium nnd drur:;~-~r;ffi_c,ki~; --

. · w{:_~<~e ·br:6.~:~h~t abciut wi;~h ' the elim1nation of the Bh::m. Sta.te people. 

It ~s exasp~rf\;_tinr; been.use some sc.cr.ionG of the free v/O·rld a re accep ting 

os a fact \<:hat iu rcali ty is· a poli tic;.1lly motivated :3l:i..1<ler r·1 ::dc !:J c:; ric 
~/:: 

w~rrinc party to discredit its cne~ies . This prnhlom hna been t h e creation 

of Ibr.coon. 'l'hC?y ,-:u·o fully responsible for the ~',ro,,1th of t :ic problem. 

Yet, when the world hccAme n~are of it~ they h~vc tried to yut a ll the 

~lwne on ue, c;i vin :; us .no ~'han(:;e to defend ourGelvc.s. 'J'h e y h,: ve lcu th r: 

~-:orld tr; consider. Us! tnc rr,u ilty pDrty. v.: e h :.ve l.lc c, :-1 tri e d, C01 1vi c tnd nnci 

s 8n ten c.ed to death in our a 1J sence. Is thn t the 1my o f th e t' !·ce •:,or :!. d 

who cherir>iles above nll else "hw-ann ri;:-;hto" '? 

But infatuatio?1 with ,mce r alone ctwnot solve t\1i:.3 ;-ro bl er:: L1 1 t i·:ill 

cnly ngcravate the trcublc and ever1tually play us do1m illt o :i urr:·,cise :1(, nt.is 

a r;ain. 
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'.i:°'hC .;;,9in·t \:/4S to i :•;~cdi;:\;cly f l:1ti :: \!:'..:/ c,ut of t:1ir..; --S~d ::.~ ::: :;-c, 

change th9 :b~d --f.~elir11?;G pf the world :into ::;ucd fccl:i.u :· :; ,· r1 , i '.i.~11 i. ::c>i r 
·, • -

: ·. :-> ~cl,p ~_o _r{ ,i~~·f :. -1,½l Jruf~? i ,mrtGC .• . And if v:c could. ;,ut fon-1::ird 1.:o re vi.:.::.le 

•. '• · : .. · .. oltc:i,r:14ti,Y-c.·~·'!,tt::}1i) :~\:h..:tilf.:·i·f thn B.urrr.r:::;c: \tl d . cl! r.ibvioue:;l~• ·\·Jr.C.: ::c\; tl:c ri. ~)! t 

· -~- .< ··. ·' .J,ny'.ib;}dJ~:~~,{;~~i~/~.rl:;~-~ It is ·11 univ·er·qnl fact th<-t ,it i: ; n c.,t 1,c ccr::sary 
.. ·· .. :- ~ .. : · ... . ..... \_;·_~:,-,:~; ;: . \.-.;>rtt·· . .. _:·- ·-.. ::·-:= ·~r ..... .. ; .. ,.. -~ · 

·"' · · · ... · .. .. : to· "icfll::,dt-fJ:.th·c bGcio:, ,to. obt~in 1;h c s~•cct hun0.y. '!.'o ~;c:t t ~. c dr:- ~:::.r,.cd 
, , ... ~ ... . ~~· __ ;;_;·; :._.'.;;..:~ _::~ . ~- }· -·~:~ :;~f:!,,._._· . . ' . . 

' ._l .:~ :i·. :.;j•:e~ii:t:tr-i•i-ii-tltoi,ium~, t<-:i°o., · it iE; _r.10.st C~D~nt,i .nl t(i t~ke t -;·,c: bt:;;. ~::.ct:i.c 
: .·./·; ·.: ~·. ,-:·; .. \ :.~.'~ .. ·:;;;.i, .. •;i•t:.·f~.~ ;~.:~.~.,)~.1>'~~:.\:~;~:·i:. : .. . :· · . . · . . . . 

-

,l · : •• • , / 1i, ·; '..:'':-:1;f.c:c1-:i;ns4 ·•);"~tcf~ c;::9no,:r4cr:iltion '1-:hi ch the: · Sh.:-:n St:.l t e pco:i,l 0. \/:i 11 h ,,vc tc 
i( \;.r~ · - ~:t .,,;;\;; ~:~ ::~ .. .t;/J :~:: .. '\.:.:;-. .-_.,~~·1-_;~::J;.~ ~{ ;. :..: :ir:~t

1
<~:r: : ~-'.· . . 

,f'" ; '.' :. • · · ·: .pr.'c sen·t :.tn"0·t:·h e· ·'-lrdJ' d . ~ ,· . · 
:,. ..:; ..-•• •':Jf• '~ .:_ ,._ .. ~: -·, ... _ .. . . ., ... ,,. .._. .. ) _.,~ . ..::, I •, .:~•r.:..,; ... t~~; • • 

-~·-tll ~.,~ .. . .. !. • -- ·• • • !. -~~. ..~ti 
. . ::~ • .t .:. ~ t\.. •• : . .. •, : - -- , ,, . •• _. .• , _., ; • "! '.· _:· : . . . •. '. 

· · : TJ1e __ fir,st ·._..s.t;~1) -_ fur,. ~ilc t,lrnn St :i te: p0uplu 1-1Hu Unif"it..: i,tio11 . ~o, the 
• • , . . ~ • • • • , - • • • • I• • 

nation-~ide·-cul:l \ £0:r unity was t;jl)U:lded off i,y l i-; (::, rn Li(;;.L'HL:;1 ti,t~ t;lieu 
' I ,._ - • •; • • - • : ' • •. 

Ch~ii!!lun. of <thc. :.St1::i:~ ·.:.u~i"ted HcyolutionurY Arl!ly (s. u. n.1\.) t u ( ;i3) years 

vft~ran_ of t°he·- ~trl,tggJ;o _.f9r: Shan Stat.e's frc1cdu1:1 1 on ,June lGti1. l~) Z1 3. 

He invtte·cl n.11 g:ro~ps 1rnd individuuls 11 1•1ho love their t,Gticn, pe::or;lc, 

cu;l. tu:..'c ni\d relit;ion; all :those \.,,ho O!J:!,?.o::;c ti1n CFB unci._ tlt ,: .:·.:~r,p ; ::.11 t:wfie 

who adyqcate the p~inciplc of · t~'ta) . .. jn..cfop<t1.1.qi::ncc 11 to j~j.n ., i1im -in fo~nding 

·. o. ·Revol,ution~ry Goun·d:). .flij ,: th 9. '.:t.'i-.ghc,s.t \ ()r1~on . 0 .!:' th.c Shim [~ta t E: for · the 
. . . . ,,;, ' . ' ' , . ' . . . 

succe·ss_ful :·~6.compli~1-mi·_e~ht.. J~ ·.';i~/Aief:i}'P_i::iih·c.~.·vt!r. 
. . . . # ·, ~~-~-#~\.:;J:~ .... · .. :•/~'· ;~~ . . ~. ;"·. -~· . ·' . 

This c~J'l: --r :e·s-ul'tcd ·rn :'fnu!idirii tlrn Tni-lnncl r:evoluti(m~1ry C:-rn .. 1c;il 

('l.'!~G) on /1.pril 1r;t, 1981~ \-iith SURA :md :;Sf\ cor:ibir!c rl. Gur :~. iJ/1, ,l l t: huu ;;h 

they herd ncc:cpted .all the four cond:L tionG !Gl' lln :i. t:/ \·:nr·. r, ~:i.11 :Lr. 

T:RC'.:; ~.to.ud or.. the Shnn Stu.to dru0 i :::,cuo. Tnc 'o :ce1:1po:1se •.:r,.c cJJ ·i:r-c·.1t. 

On April -1~th. i98l1 the un.~:.1imous r0solutiomnmc :oa:jc;8d t,:i ~~u:i_pn:::--t tl10 

e;cprcs::;cd its Goodwill c1!1d siu~erity to the ~-:orlcl by putt ::.:·: ;~ t u 1:ltc torch 

70 kgs. of hcroin-bc:i.cc ru1d r~\,' opi ur.1 ( c1..--cpt'.lred frou ., c ;i ;; c;,i:c,:.v1..1! :;. 101: ;; 

the Shan. s ·ta.te - Thailand border) on July - 1+th . 190'-l-. '.;.'h0. .SU/, : r;reed. 

with the ac-tion t~.ken by 'l'i~C "but still \·1ish to lme1-, the, rd:c~,:::: th i:: .':hr: .. n 

St ,'1 t.e p~opl'.e should · t;.lkc before cor.1plcte er.~di cati on i .:-; ,J cl1icv,3d . 

'.i'h& result w.aa the '.;.'RC ' s announccr.icn t of t:hG "i:1·10 - pi1:, ::;nd plan for the 

Control and Eradication of Opium 1.r t he Shan Ste1.te 11 on tlie: ?th . r.over.1bcr, 

1984. which in brief demanda :-

., 
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First Phase : 
= . =- ·=====· == CONTROL STAGE. 

1. To ·-mc.\{·e :·a· careful survey of the total amount of drug cutput 

in• th,e: Shan State and 0f those thnt enter fror.1 external 

-;so-urces. 

4 ! i" To J'(~~lce a thorough survey of the 09i~ trAdc:> peb10rk 

opetating in the Shnn State. 

3. To pµt / all _· the traderG in the Shnn Stnte under T RC' s control. 

T~ _- .-:g~ v;e the real (~~1iuine poppy farmers compt?nsa. tionable 

inc~ofe earning substitute crops or livlihoods. 

cul~{v~tion~, refininzs and trades. 

·.1'.hi'a plan . t!i:h;11i·fies n· dif,ferent approach to th-e _proble:n, that is, .. . . '. 

:t-;ti' : s<?t°t.le tfre . ·n'ro·blem· ·without having the Shan State pecple being 
- •1 .. 

'sl~ugh,t .e-re·c{ by .the· Burmese u:1dcr a masked pretext• Convinc e d of 

the TiN' 6 appro·ach, the SUA fi1.1ully sicrned i.l .n a i r·ccr:i cnt to join 

tho ~RC as a co.:.founder on the 3rd. March, Ir. a ccorcL1 nce with 

the terms of the ap;reeliient (which \·;.:i.s n .cu~e d the 1 11 ,SalW(."Jn Agre cr.ient" ) 

a H~tional Unity Co1:iferen·c:<:! was held on the 24tlf •. 1:n :cch-19E5 which 

elacted tha "Shan· '..st.ate·,_U_rJjted 1.>at:rdtj_t,:Lc Counci:V ( ,--; ::: ;JPC), b ,: ing the 

Legi•sla~-~ -e.;·-~9.~f:~:t< .the .: Shan · s:t_ate · d u ri nc ti1c F: L :i G".:on ce ·.-rnr. 

Later o·: ·2~,~t •· July, 1985 the '.me co.n vened .=m ot h er h i c t o ri c 

mcetine which formed an Interim Govcrnr.:c n t nf the ;: h ~la .St .:1t ,~. 

nonervl Korn ,Jorn£; becm,1e t he ll ,~ a d o f th e .S hn.n Stn.tu 

Government and General Khun Sa becc:ime the Ch i ef o f Stilf f o ~· the 

combined SUR/\, SSA, SUA forcos v,h i ch 1, n.s r 0:1<1mc d t h ~ :.:h,7n !i ta t e 

Army ( SSA). 

TRG's upholdl3 the Four Sac red I dP-Al :s 1f ( l ) C,1 unt r y , 

(2) People, (3) Culture n.n<i (4) Reli ~ion 11 .s t h e concrete f u w1 d a tions. 

_1'-RC,,nd~eres to the 11Fivo Ciuidinr; Pr i nci p l e s" o f 

.0.J .:;An.ti-,Co~unism ( i..e . . nnti-CPB And nn:ti-BSPP), ( 2 ) To tal 
. -:· .. _ 

Ind·ep·ep.d~rice, · (3) Democracy, (4) Unity And ( 5) Pence. 

TRC · a:l:30 _ advocates th~ "Five Principle :;; o f Pc nceful Co - e xistence 

of the 19.55 F.a.ndun :· Resolut ion" n s i t c 1:u :i.dc lincs rm ±'o r e i vi 

roli cy : 
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of J:he drug question nnd the ncliiev<:!::1<:nt of 1H<.le; 1,r:nut,nc;<! tJ1"iLi i' e:.tce f or 

the Shan State pe0ple, both c,f \-;hich a:cc ins>;!pernble. 

We have dravm up what w0 coht,ider n rcnli.stic "Pro 1:r[lr.-;ne for the 

Control and Eradication of Drui;s in th1: Shen State'". But i.r. nrilcr to put 

it into prnc,tice, it iG essential thnt 1-,e fir.st the bordcrin :":: ,,rcas 

between Thailand and the Shm, State becor.ic under our control, Only by 

doing so can the Shnn State people succeed in sui,c.rvising the trans-border 

druc tr.1.dc, 1-1hich iG the ir.iport.:rnt initial step· towards ultim;:,.tc ernclicnt~ol!. 

illO[.;ally rc::ddirlf i.n. 'J'hDi territory. ( i. c. 

'r.' i·,(: (~:l'. I!e.tion~l OrGD-nizaticn) . 

tc!l ti-nerccticr; but ii: rcoli ty cndC!:'VC·ttrinr: to r c :;urrcct _ t h e- r.y i :L·· ' '. l •,.\ 

friendly clementc for beth ~i~omic nrn:i rolitic:-!.l r-c:.i: ;ou::;. 

(n) to cst~bli.sh viable incor.1c thro u ·:h d:·u r: tr::c.1,·: ; 

(b) to e.$tD.blish co-ordination unci c;u-opcn1ti o jj •.d.t:: (;t." 

.F'or the Shan State people, it would rnno1~n t too cornr:1i t tinr;. f~v1w ci c:e .~noul d .... 

they ever allow it to happen. 

To avoid unnecessary bloodshed, TRC has tried it's ut most t c drew 

the co cnlled ex-Kl·iTs uud the 1-.'NO away from the C.P13 and join force s \ ti th TRC. 

However, TRC's friendly end brotherly persuaBions were turne d dawn by bo th 

c r o111, s beca:.is:e cf their pride nn d :n rcjuci:i.ce. J n r e: .s po n [; .:• t h ::.· .:: r-1 t t :; c ;,: e d 

de,;/ . Ho wever, th e r;o call e d ex- -~i-:'.i:'s an c.l t h._, ·:::u :i:i G:i.nt0 q .,r ct1:•Jd •. : ~r , •,_;, d•.-,ill 

fo r !:i \:/O a knesG. '.L'h io wo.s tile r c a:::.on wil y i ;1 1:ii d - ,J.-:u1i..ar y 1 a 3ou str.1n,: 

detachment made up fr oi:i the four o r i1.rniza tion s ( CPB , t il0 1iro - Cl'H ~ i1nn SL,tc 

?regress~ Party, WNi.J ru1d t '. 1e s o-called ex-Y- i·l'i.' s) ~:,o d.o the i r J.; ur:i.cy 

t o \-/ard::; the Thailnnd b o rder, CClc h c nrry i 11r:; n b ,H.: k-1.ln cl-: o f e ither r 0:1. •.-1 rJ piu.'!1 

o r heroin base. 
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"In Bur:-?1a , what has occurred i s the confining of t he 
Bur mese state to a narrow band of t er ritory genera l l y 
followi ng the Irrawaddy Val ley ana some adjac ent ar eas , 
while surrounding this , i n hi ll areas , more than twelve 
hill pe oples ' na t ional grcups (Kachins , Karens , Chi ns , 
Shans et al) , through l ow- l evel i nsurgencies , ma i nta in 
de facto independ en ce . " 

Srikant Dutt , "The Bur maiza t ion of North I ndia " , 
Frontier (Cal cutta ), Febr uary 2 , 1980 . 

Th e a i m of Project Ma je is to encourage Amer ic an awarene s s of the 

current po l itical si t uati on i n Burma . The ong oing i nsurgency in 

Burma ' s f r ontier areas i s arguably the most i mportant aspec t of 

1 

that situation . Bur ma , a country many outsiders consider "peaceful" 
or "t ranquil" , has in a ct uali ty been torn by armed rebellion ever 

since its I ndependence from Britain i n 1948. 

This rebellion , waged by several insurgent groups ranged along Burma ' s 

borders with Thailand , Laos , Chi na, India and Bangladesh , has far - reaching 
consequences . The i nsurgen cy {~hich includes a Communist force more 
than 13 , 000 s t rong ) contributes to instab i lity in a h i ghly strategic 
xegion . The i nsurgen cy has conducted a thr iving black market as an 

alternative to Bur ma ' s stagnant Socialist economy . Insurgent f or ces 

engage i n produc t ion ang transpor~ of , and trade in, the illicit 

narcotic products of t he world ' s largest opium poppy crop . Insurgent 
groups have establish ed functioning rebel nations in opposition to 
Bur ma ' s totalitarian state . 

For all of the above reasons , Ameri cans should look behind Burma ' s 
"lacquer screen". Burma has discouraged outside contact , yet information 
on the insurgency is available to those who will seek i t out . 

r 
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This repori. is intended ci s a concise int:roduction to the present 

situation on Burma ' s frontiers , its background , and the groups 

2 

and issues involved . Suggestions for further reading , and a. selection 
. of recent news articles about the insurgency are incl~ded . The 

text of the report is based on the author ' s contacts with insurgent 

leaders and personal experience on the Burma frontiers , as well as 

on a wide range of secondary sources . 

The Burma frontiers are breeding grounds for both malaria and wild 

rumors , in nearly equal amounts . This report attempts to stick to 

established facts , although frontier polit ics are such a tangle of 

factions and alliances that yesterday's "bizarre rumor" often becomes 

today's "hard fact" . The figures reported here for the troop strength 

of insurgent armies are informed guesses at best . 

Should this report interest readers in obtaining more information 
about Burma and the insurgency~ they are invited to contact Project Maje . 
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AREAS OF 

INSURGENT 

ACTIVITY : 

A) Karen 
B) Karen , Mon 
C) Karenni , KMT , 

Shan , other groups 
D) Shan , KMT , BCP, other 
E) BCP, Kachin 
F) Kachin , Naga 
G) Arakanese 

groups 

• • 
' 0 

3 

CHINA 

THAtLAND 
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3 ACKGRCT.rnn ON 31JiU•iA 

The nation known as t h e Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma is 

678 , 000 square kilometers in area, and about 40 million in population . 

It is bordered by Thailand , Laos , China, India and Bangladesh . Four 

major rivers ( I rrawaddy , Salween, Sittang and Tenasserim) , running 
north to south , define the geography of Burma . The border areas are 
mountainous . A variety of minerals , jade and precious ston es are found 

in the border areas. The central plains are important rice-producing 

land , and oil fields are found there as well . 

The pattern of migration into Burma from the north led to the 

development of conflicting civilizations . The first civilization in 
Burma was that of the Mon , who entered from the east (Cambodia) in 
the 6th century B. C., and conducted trade with India . The Arakanese 
established an independe~t kingdom in the 4th century A. D. The Karen 

tribe migrated to south- central Burma from Yunnan during the 6th- 7th 

centuri~s A. D. The Burmese entered Burma from the north during the 

8th- 9th centuries A.D . The Tai (also known as Shan) migrated/invaded 
from Yunnan to the northeast hills , during the 8th- 9th centuries A. D. 
Numerous tribal groups settled in the mountainous regions . 

From the 10th through 19th centuries , a series of wars took place , 
with the Mon , Burmese and Shan struggling for the upper hand in the 

region . A brief chronology: 

10th c .: Mon vs . Burmese , Burmese victory 
13th c . : Shans conquered Burmese , Mon regain power , Karens enslaved 
14th- 16th c .: Shan vs . Mon , Burmese regain power and defeat both 

Shan and Mon 
18th c.: Mon regain power , Kachin tribes raid north , Burmese 

conquer Siam (Thailand) , Mon defeated by Burmese 

19th c .: Burmese capture Arakan and Assam , antagonizing British 
India . British capture Arakan , Assam and Tenasserim . . Then 
British take over southern Burma as part of India . In 1885 , 
British annex northern Burma as well . 
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British admi nistration encouraged uµsur ge in ric e production through 
11 industrialized agriculture ". Ri ce was expor t ed to pay for i:nport ed 

goods . Ind i an moneylend ers took over ownershi p of mo s t fa r mland. These 
f actors caused breakdown in t r adi t iona l Bur mese s ocie ty , vio lence, 
resentment of British coloni s ts . While the south-central area was 
governed by Britsh of ficials , the frontier areas had indirec t r ule 

or protectorate status . British administration favored non- Burmese 
ethnic groups such as t he Kar en , particularly in the militar y and 

police force , and encouraged Ind i an i mmi grat ion to Burma . 

A Burmese ant i - colonial movement, known as the "Thaki ns" , r ose out 
of anti - British sentiment . Members of t his movement were encouraged 
and trained by the Japanese during the 1930 's . I n 1941 , Japan invaded 
Burma from Thailand , with Thakin aid . Japan wanted poss ession of Burma • s 
oil fields , and to cut the supply line t o China that ran through Burma . 
Most Burmese supported the Japanese against the British. The non- Burmese 
frontier groups such as the Karen and Kachin tended to aid and support 

t he Britiah . Br i tish forces retreated fro m Burma to Indi a . Allied 
forces , aided by guerilla units of Kachin and other non- Burmese groups, 
re- t ook Burma . Near the end of the war , the Thakins , led by Aung San , 
transferred their allegjance to the Allies . 

After World War Two , t he British wished t o retain Burma as a colony , 

but Aung San pushed for i mmediate independence . Aung San engineered 
the Panglong Agreement , in which frontier groups (Shan , Kachin and 
Chin) agreed to support a Federation of Burma , with guarantee of 
autonomy . The Shan , Kachin and Chin states wer e assured of the right 
t o withdraw from the Federati on in ten y ears i f t hey wer e dissatisfi ed 
with it . Aung San was assassinated by politi cal rivals j ust before 
Burma became i nde pendent in 1948 . Burma left the British Commonwealth , 
and U Nu was elected head of state . . Ther e was a parlimentary government , 
constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech , religion and assembiy , 
and t he Shan and Karenni (frontier peoples ) were grant ed autonomy and 
10- year right of withdrawal . 
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Immediately aft er l ndependem~ the ~ew government had problems with 

the Karen . Th e Ka ren had been against independence f ro m Bri tain , and 
had no autonomous area like other frontier peoples . Many Kar en were 
Christians ( the Burmese were Buddhis t ), and anti-Christian massacres 
of Karen villagers sparked the Karen revolt against the Burmese govern
ment . At the same time , Communist groups left the government and 

began to f i ght it , in two factions . Arakanese Mo slems, and Mon forces 
also went i nto revolt . Kachin rebels joined with the Karen , and took 
Mandalay (Burma ' s second largest city) . The government in Rangoon 

almost surrendered to the Communist s, but General Ne Wi n built up 
the Burmese army and Kar en rebels refused to join with the Communist 
forces. During 1950- 51 , the Karen rebels were driven into the Tenasserim 
area (bordering Thailand) and the Communist and other rebels were 

forced into the northern mountains. 

In 1950, the Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist ) General Li Mi . fled 
the Chinese Communist takeover in Yunnan, to the Shan State of Burma. 
There , the KMT forces recruited soldiers , building a force of 12,000 
troops, and engaged in the production and tr~sport of opium on a large 
scale. They received some aid from Taiwan , Thailand and the United 
states . The Burmese, fearing Chinese retaliation, sought a United 
Nations solution to the KMT presence, and U Nu asked for an end to 

U. S. aid to Burma . A few thousand KMT troo~a were evacuated to Taiwan , 
but many remained in the Shan sta te and neighboring areas of Thailand . 

During the mid-1950 ' s , Burma 's economy worsened drastically. Burma was 
heavily dependent on Japanese war reparations for for eign aid. Development 

plans were mismanaged , and failed. The economy was totally dependent 
on rice, and rice sales fe ll. Soviet economic aid attempts were unsuited 
to Burma , and failed . By 1958, the economy was in a shambles and 
insurgency (Communist and Karen) was on the rise again. Prime Minister 
U Nu tempDrar~ily gave governing power to General Ne Win . Ne Win set 
up a military government, with the Army in charge of banks, factmries, 
shipping, etc. Ka chin and Shan forces revolted against the government , 
and the Shan aristocracy was outlawed by Ne Win. 

.! 
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In 1960 , elections were held , and U Nu won a large majori ty . Ee mad e 
good on an election promise to make Buddhi sm the state religion , which 
caus ~d further Karen i nsurrection . The Shan and Karenni as ked to 
leave the Fed erat ion , a ccording to the 10- year cl ause . In 1962 , 
Gen . Ne Wi n s taged a coup d ' etat , citing the need for national se curi ty . 
Politi cal opposition was jailed without trial and ma~:- wer e executed . 
Shan l ead ers wer e j ail ed and many were exe cuted . The Consti tut i on was 

suspended . U Nu wa s jailed , t hen exi led . A resistanc e movement star ted 
by U Nu proved i neff ec t i ve because of t he Karen mistrus t of him, and 
he was event uall y grant ed amnesty and now lives a s a Buddhi s t s cholar 

i n Rango on . 

Ne Win has been in power ever s i nce the 1962 coup . He is now ( 1986) 
seventy-four years old . He institut ed the _ "Bur mese Way of Socialism", 
a mixture of Utopian Marxism and Buddhism , -in oli:'.der to "bring t he 
masses to enlightenment'' · The main thrust of Ne Win's takeover was to 
bring the economy under total s tate (Army) control . Land and businesses 
were nationalized , particularly those belonging t o Indians and Chinese . 
Banks were nationalized and large denmmination banknotes were demonitized • 

Foreigners were deported, and only 24-hour visas were granted . All 
non- State newspapers were shut down , and all publication was censored. 

Education was State controlled , and indoc t rination programs for farmers 
and workers were instituted. The F~ntier s ta t es were placed under direct 
government administration . Burma was governed by ,a _· "Revolutionary 
Council " of military officers . 

During the late 1960's, the economy continued t o fail , and there were 
riots over lack of food . In 1971 the economy was liberalized to permit 
some free - market trading . In 1974 , the Socialist Republic of the Union 
of Burma came imt o being with a new Constitution . Ne Win was President 
as well as head of the only political party (Burma Socialist Program 
Party ). Ne Win declared that "Our Union is just one homogenous whole . " 
As a Burmese ci t i z en put it , "We have onl y one leader , and what he 

says , goes . " 
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J espite constraints on free assembly , there wa s considerable civil 

unrest in Burma during the ?O ' s . In 1974 there was a~ oi l workers ' 

strike , rioting at the funera l of U Thant ( U. IT . Secretary General 

and an associate of U Nu ), and riots over lack of f ood . There were 

student riots in 197 5 and the ear ly 8O's , and an unsuccessful coup 

attempt in 1976. A pattern of anti - Chinese f eeling among 3urmese 

(which reached its he i ght in 1967 rioting aga i nst Chinese resident s 
of Rangoon) continued . 

8 

Burma isolated itself in matters of foreign policy , and did not Join 

ASEAN . Burma quit the Non-Aligned ~ovement (which U Nu helped found) 

over what Burma felt was undue Sovi et influence, i n 1979 . Relations 

with the Super-Bowers and with neighboring countries were unstrained, 

yet distant. Burma was uninvolved in the war in Indochina (Vietnam) , 

but was by no means at peace during the ?O ' s and early 8O ' s , as its 

domestic insurgency (Communist forces and minority ethnic group for ces 
fighting the Burmese government) raged on . 

Since 1974, Burma has been more open to foreign loans and investment , 

especially from Japan and Europe . The need for forei gn exchange forced 

the granting of seven- day tourist visas . The economy has improved and 

Burma has been exporting rice again , but Burma has one of the worst 
argricultural systems in Asia (lack of irrigation, lack of double 

crops and hybrid rice , poor planning) . There is severe deforestation 

in the frontier areas and teak is depleted in government-controlled 

areas. Burma is presently one of the fifteen poorest countries in the 

world , despite abundant resources . 

A "shadow economy" t hrives in Burma , in which consumer go ods (which 
are hardly manufactured in Burma) enter , and co mmodities (agricultural , 
forest and mineral products) flow out . This trade is iargely controlled 

by the various insurgent groups , who occupy almost ell of Burma ' s borders 
with neighboring co untries . Rather than sell goods to the Sta te , the 
Burmese and other ethnic groups smuggle them out for a high profit . 

Demand for consumer goods such as medicine , clothing and machine parts , 
insure a high profit on the smuggling trade coming into Burma. Rice , 

cattle , tin and teak leave Burma , and are taxed by insurgent groups . 
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Some of the ins~rgent groups also engage i n t ranspor t and tax of 

opium gr own in the northern front i er areas . The cro s s-border 
smuggling t ra<l e ha s enabled insur gent gr oups t o ar m t hemselves 

\J ette_r · ·than · the Burmese Ar my . Burma accepts very li t tle 

military aid. Arms are oft en obta i ned through Ne Win 's pers onal 
cont acts i n Europe , us i ng pro fit s f rom the s ale of j ad e and gems . 

9 

The f irst joint ventur e wi th a f or ei gn company was with a German fir m, 
f or t he manufactur e of obso le te G3 r ifles f or Burmes e Army use. The 
Army is experienc ed but und erequipped. The i nsurgents have access to 
black-market U. S . and Chinese weapons. Burma has about 170 ,000 troops, 

many of whom are dr aftees. There has been considerable abuse of 

civilians by Burmese troo ps in frontier areas. Minority group . villagers 
have been confined to walled villages, used as slave labor, and used 
as sheilds and human mine-detectors . Thousands on both sides die : each 
year in the ongoing insurgency . Burmese government figures for 1985 
state that 1, 870 insurgents were killed by its troops , and that 416 
Burmese soldiers died. 

~.,;·~~ 
,J .!' 

From 1962 to 1978, Burma's universities were closed down for security 

- Ii, 
\ 

,; 

reasons about a quarter of the t ime. Burmese still seek higher education . 
English (the medium of instruction during British Colonial days) was 
not taught in Burmese schools , until recently . English is now a 
required course in high schooi . Unemployment in Burma is high (6.7% 

in 1981) , and there are many unemploy~d educated young people. The 
government campaigns against Western "decadence", but Western (or Thai) 
music and clothing styles are still popular among the young . There 
is a substantial drug problem, due to easy availability of opium and 
heroin. Drug addiction affects both urban youth and farmers in the 
mountainous areas. The government has banned family planning, and 
there is a 2. 3% birth rate , adding 875,000 babies a year tn the 40 
million population . The government has made efforts to provide health 
care , but it is still inadequate. 
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There has been friction between Ne Win ' s government and the Buddhist 

monks i n Burma . In 1965 the monks staged ant i-gov ernment demonstrations 

and there were mass arrest s . Since then t he numbers of monks have 

dwindled , and there are government regulations, regis trati on and 
identity cards f or t h e monks . The government ha s attempt ed t o suppress 
non-Buddhi st r eligi ons s uch as Christi anity (through government -aligned 
Buddhist organi zations ) and I s lam (through deportation and ar r est of 
hrakanese and Bengali Moslems) i n Bur ma . 

I n 1981, Ne Wi n ret i red as President , bu t remained B. S . F. P. leader, 
and remained completely i n control of the government . His "hei r" · is 
San Yu, who became President . San Yu . J.s e l derly and has. severe health 
problems . The previous 11heir", Tin 0o (Security Cr1..ief), became t oo 
powerful and was purged and jailed. There have been fre~uent purg~s of 
B. S.P . P. members . 

There is a lack of documentation on human rights abuses in Burma. 
Torture is used in Burmese prisons. Political prisoners and insurg~nts 
have been tortured . It has been estimated that Burma has had some 8 , 000 
political prisoners since 1962 . No organized opposi tion t o the government 
is allowed . The civil liberties of Burmese are circumscribed by "block 
waTdens" and secret police (the Special Investigatory Department) . In 
1980 , a general amnesty was granted, which freed many political prisoners 

and some insurgent leaders . 

Non-indigenous citizens (defined as those whose families arrived in 
·, 

Burma after 1824) were denied rights i pertaining to employment and 
reiidency under a 1980 citizenship law . This affected the Indian and 
Chinese populations remaining in Burma . There have been mass arrests , 
detention and forced registration of Arakanese Moslems. In 1978, 
200 , 000 Arakanese fled to Bangladesh in the face of an Army attempt 
to register them , fearing detention as illegal aliens . 




