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Mr. Antonio Monroig 
Wolf, Arnold & Monroig 
1900-L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Monroig: 

Unite<l States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

I am replying to your February 14 letter to President 
Reagan regarding U.S. policy toward recent events in the 
Philippines. 

The U.S. Government maintained strict neutrality in the 
Philippine elections, consistently urging that they be free and 
fair. Nevertheless, the elections were marred by widespread 
fraud and violence, and the results were not credible to the 
Filipino people. 

The events following the elections and leading to the 
transition to a new government in the Philippines are now 
history. The United States moved quickly to recognize the 
Aquino Government. In a February 25 statement announcing the 
U.S. position, Secretary Shultz noted that President Reagan was 
pleased with the peaceful transition. He characterized recent 
events in the Philippines as "one of the most stirring and 
courageous examples of the democratic process in modern his
tory." 

The United States stands ready to assist in Filipino 
efforts to deal with the problems their country faces. The way 
to restore peace and prosperity has always been through politi
cal, economic, and military reforms. The country faces major 
economic and security problems, including a dangerous communist 
insurgency. We are consulting with the Aquino Government to 
assess needs and determine how we can be helpful. 

Sin6;p 
George B. High 

Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Public Affairs 
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REFERRAL 

MARCH 6, 1986 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 14, 1986 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE ANTONIO MONROIG 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR FAIR 
HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON DC 00000 

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE SITUATION IN THE 
PHILIPPINES AND THE RECENT PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION 

.8607285 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 2, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM F. MARTIN /h-1; v 
State proposed repor~ on S. _1841¥ 
e"StaETisrr· ·a:·· comni.ission ·to inoni tor 
~IEfctI'q~fis ']:'ff th:e · Philippines ··· 
~~~.p;.:0-C, .• ,'l;...-~""'-'•- •:;. , .. ,,~,_,.,-,7=:~";-'-p:,V ":-H•·o _.,...J,:'·''.·~'.>,-. •"~·-"·~·"'""' • :·> • .;. •• ---~·.\'• -~;.· 

9572 

380120 

-C!?l/:Z~ 
r:.- ~ ? #f? /.:-;:;;7 f?;-· 

/?::&tl.6 .. // 
r-~~tP~-/~ 

~eft?// 
L.e 

a bill to 
and evaluate 

The NSC has reviewed and concurs in the above State proposed 
report. 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN 

CHILDRES~ FROM: DICK 

SUBJECT: State Proposed Report on s. 1843 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

~and ~e concur. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Martin/Peterson Memorandum 
OMB Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Sigur 
Sable 

9572 

December 2, 1985 



Bob Pearson 

William Martin 

John Poindexter 

Paul Thompson 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

William Martin 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I • Information 

cc: VP 

COMMENTS 

National~.~urity Council 
Tbe"VVb•t• ,Mo.u~,e 

' 'l ' k' . •.·. '.h:. .. I:\ .. , '·' '· · - ,:· LS15fem # 

85 NOV I Package# 

P 4: 0 I 

SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN 

I e 
DISPOSITION 

(J-

•Retain D •Dispatch N •No further Action 

Should be seen by: ---------
{Date/Time) 

{!~ /~ I~ r/-(J /!~ 
ffi1Le_ /llJC ~~ 
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TO MCFARLANE FROM PETERSON, R DOCDATE 02 DEC 85 

KEYWORDS: PHILIPPINES LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL 
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I 
I , 

SUBJECT: STATE PROPOSED RPT ON S-1843 RE MONITOR & EVALUAT.E ELECTIONS IN THE 

I ! PHILIPPINES 
I I 
i' I 

-------------------------------------------- I. ~ ----~-----1-1---------------------
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TO: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PR j IOENf 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT ANO BU GET I 

WASHINGTON. D.C. l0503 

December 2, 1985 

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEM1RANDUM 

Legislative Liaison Officer{ 

National Security Council I 

i 

9572 

. ~·rr:'~C ~,l ,-... b .. ~~Uk· 

• 

State proposed report on s. 1843, ' ~ill to 
establish a commission to mo 1itor and evaluate 
elections in the Philippines. I 

i 

! . 
The Off ice of Management and Budget reque~ts th' views of your 
agency on the above subject before advisi~g on 'ts relationship 
to the program of the President, in accordance wi~h OMB Circular 
A-19. i 

i 

A response to this request for your views is ne~ded no later than 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Enclosures 
cc: J. Barie 

( 395-7300)' 



Dear Mr. Chairman: 

United\ Slfte• Department of State 

Fa.rhi~~ D.C. 20520 
, I 
I I 

I 
' ' 
'· 

This is in reply to your req~est fo, an Exe¢utive Br•nch 
position on Senator Kennedy's proposed ill S~l~43 1 •to 
establi•h a commi••ion to monitor and • aluate elections 1n the 
Philippine•.• I I · 

The Executive Branch welcomes in prinoipl~ the sending of 
u.s. observers to monitor the proposed r••id+n~i&l election in 
the Philippines in early 1986. Pre~ide t Marqos bas indicated 
his willingneaa to have foreiin obeervera preaedt and we 
beli•V• they can enh&nce mechanisms aimed at ~nJ~ring • free 
and fair election ae well aa improve OQC own Underatand1ng. 

I I However! the formation of • formal u.s. comm1aa1on to 
monitor Phi ippine election• would not b wel~ r~ceived in the 
Philippines. It would appear patronizin and \co~onialiatic, no 
matter how well intended. There is already • 

1
Pb1ilippine 

independent citizen• 9roup of proven eff~ctiv~ne~s -- the 
National Movement for rree Elections (NA FREL~ -- which 
mobilized ,more than two hundred thousand conc~rn~d citizens to 
monitor ttie 1984 parliamentary elections. A• ~ result those 
were the fairest in the Philippines in recent 1;memo,r:y. Since 
there. are :·m. ore than 90 1 000 polling placet in t:ib. e\·:··.fo •. rtncoming elect ion, ;no outaide group could hope to be .•sl •ffective as can 
NAMP'REL if'

1

• that organization ia permitte, to fln~tion freely. 

rurthe~more, it ii our view that con~iderabli effort would 
have to be1 brought to bear i.n the Philip~inee ~o\.iwin acceptance 
of a formal foreign monitoring organizat~on. If ithe proposed 
bill is paaaed, we would thus De using c~pital\ t~ win 
acceptance: of the monitora which we beli~ve at, t~i• lUncture 
should be ~avoted to the key structural ~esuea\wijicb will do 
much to determine the ultimate fairness ~nd cred±bilit:y of the 
elections. 1

: If NAMPREL functions effect iViely, and informal 
elect ion obeervera supplement our own di;lomat ic \,:,ef for ca and 
the expecttt. d1y intense media attention, ~· believJ··,1.e• that we will 
have a aou~d baaia for ludging the credi~ilitylo ~ the 
•l•ct ion•. ! '1 

Therefbre, the Exe cut 1 ve Branch opposes s. 8f,J. ·. I ahall 
keep in clese touch aa the aituation evolves in tlh•' 
Philippines, particularly with regard to ur r~c~mmendation 
whether th~ congress should aend obaerver to he\ election in 
reaponae t~ Pr~eident Marcos' invitation. 1 · 

I . I 

! I 

The aonoraJ1e · I 
Richard G. Lu9ar, ·· .• 1 

c~airman, 
I committee on torei9n Relati, na I 
· United States Senate. 



I 

-2-

Th•] Office of Management and Bud95t advta~a that from 
at andpoiint of the Admini•t rat ion's pr gram · h~1re ia no 
objection to the euomiaaion of this r port. I 

I . 
With beat wiehes. 

I 

-------£00 

Sincerely, 

William L. Ball, II~ 
A••i•tant secr.,tary I 

L•gi•l•tive and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Ii! 

l00'0t-l 6 T : C'T 

the 
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99T~ CONGRESS 
l~T SESSION S.1843 

' 
i ' i 

To! establish a commission to monitor and evaluate elections in. th~, Philippines. 
I' 
! 
" i: 
'I 

ii 

II 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNitrED STATES 

NOVEMBER 7 Oegislative day, NOVEMBlR 4), 1~85 ii 

Mr. KENNEDY introduced the following bill; which wa~ read twice ~nd referred to 
the Committee on Fore;gn Relarons 

I 

A BILLI . 
To establish a commission to monitor and !evaluate e~ections in 

the Philippines. I ·· 

I . i 

Be it enacted by the Senate and IHouse of fepresenta-

2 lives of the United States of America i1ji Congres~ assembled, 
I I 
I ' 
I , 

1 

3 FINDINGS 

SECTION 1 (a) The Congress finds I that- I 

(1) the Government of the Republic of! the Philip-

. h d . . . I h Id I 1 . . pmes as announce its mtent10n to o e ections m 
. I : 

early 1986; I i 

(2) it is in the security interests of lthe United 

States as well as in the interestJ of the pJople of the 
I i 

Philippines to encourage free and fair elections and a . 
I : 

return to democracy m that counry; I 

4· 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

I 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

2 

(3) it is essential for the Congress, determining 
i 

future aid levels to the Pliilippines, to know whether 

these elections are free, fairl open, an~ honest; and 

(4) section 116(e) of Jhe ForeiJ Assistance. Act 

of 1961 authorizes and enc1urages th, President to use 

not less than $3,000,000 for openly carrying out pro

grams and activities to enc urage or promote increased 

adherence to civil and poli ical rights, as set forth in 

the Universal Declaration · f Human rights, m coun

tries currently eligible for a sistance. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSION 

SEC. 2 (a) There is establish d a United States Oommis-

13 sion on Elections in the Philipp" es (hereafter in this bill re-

14 ferred to as the "commission") tt observe and monitor elec-

15 tions in the Philippines. The commission shall be composed of 
I . 

16 members having experience in the monitoring of elections, 

11 knowledge and understanding of Ir. ternationa1 human rights, 

18 and knowledge of the Philippines; 

19 (b) No member of the commission shall be a Member of 

20 the Congress or the executive bra1 ch of the Federal Govern-

21 ment; and 

22 (c) The commission shall con ist of six members appoint-

23 ed as follows-

24 (1) two individuals ap1 ointed by the Senate in 

25 consultation with the majo "ty and minority leaders of 

26 the Senate; 

S 1843 IS 



3 

1 (2) two individuals appointe by the House of 

2 Representatives in consultation wi h the Speaker and 

3 minority leader of the House of Re 1 resentatives; 

4 (3) two individuals appointe by the President, 

5 one of whom shall be designated y the President as 

6 chairperson of the commission; and 

7 (d) The members of the commissio are encouraged to 
I 

8 monitor as many polling places as feasib e on the day of any 

9 election. 

10 (e) The commission may employ a d fix the compensa-

11 tion of such staff as it may require. Fu ds authorized to be 

12 available under section 116(e)(l) of the Foreign Assistance 

13 Act of 1961 may be available for the n ~ cessary expenses of 

14 the com1nission. 

15 REPORTS OF THE COMM! SION 

16 SEC. 3(a) Not later than thirty da s after the appoint-

1 7 ment of its members, the commission sh 1 submit to the Con-

18 gress a report setting forth its prelimina y findings regarding 

19 the electoral process in the Philippines a d assessing-

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(1) the .existence of an object ve election commit

tee accredited by the Government of the Philippines to 

oversee and direct the elections; 

(2) the capacity and willingnlss of the Philippine 

Armed Forces to enforce the elec ·on process in a fair 

and objective manner; and 

S 1843 IS 



4 

1 (3) the access of all poli ical parties and candi-

2 dates to the media, including rint, radio, and televi-

3 sion; and 

4 (4) an assessment of the ability of parties and 

5 nonpartisan groups to monitor the balloting in all re-

6 gions of the country. 

7 (b) Not later than thirty days a ter the date of any elec-

8 tion in the Philippines, the commisron shall submit to the 

9 Congress a report evaluating, with rrspect to such election-

10 (1) the integrity of the !allot process, including 

11 whether the candidate or partf that received the pro-

12 portion of the vote prescribed y law was permitted to 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

assume office and power; 

(2) the ability of all the c'tizens of the Philippines 

to participate in the political process, including their 

right to a secret vote and their right to be elected to 

office; and j 
(3) the respect for the ri hts of freedom of expres-

sion, freedom of association, rd freedom of assembly 

during the campaign, includin~-

S 1843 IS 

(A) whether the crpaign period was ade

quate to permit political f rganizing and campaign

ing and to inform citizens about the candidates 

and issues; and 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

5 

(B) the access of all pa ties to the media, in-

eluding print, radio, and tellvision, and citizens' 

ability to receive such inform~tion from the media. 

(4) the role of the accreditea election committee 

and its performance m overseei ' g and directing the 

elections; and 

(5) the effectiveness and fair ess of the role of the 

armed forces in the electoral proc ss. 

0 

S 1843 IS 

-= , . 



NJfflONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 23, 986 

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE ~ -

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI~ 

0471 

:::::~~nd .. n?L:::::.::. :~:tP~.:~::~:§.:::1.:~::~:r.µJ~~~~h. '/' .. 
His observations are quite sensitive and h has indicated his ,{L(fpiv:es 
desire to maintain anonymity. During the 1 eriod leading up to 
the election, any reply that might leak ha a high probability 
of being misconstrued. 

Attachment 

Tab A 12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to t e President 



NA.'TIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 23, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE "'1/ '. 
FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Quasha 

0471 

3f/o(f3 
{!r!J/~ ;)--

We recommend no reply be sent to the letter from Mr. Quasha. 
His observations are quite sensitive and he has indicated his 
desire to maintain anonymity. During the period leading up to 
the election, any reply that might leak has a high probability 
of being misconstrued. 

Attachment 

Tab A 12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to the President 



---- I ------

THE ____ LI ~·11TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

U/f(f 

pl5 ·~bi 

Yl-f} ~ 
<tp~ 

- -

41( 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

Jan ary 21, 1986 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN 

FROM: DICK CHILDRES~ 
SUBJECT: Letter to the President 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I o Kathy Osborne. 

6£ ~ 
S1gur, McDaniel (telephonic) concur. 

Approve 

Attachment 

Tab I Martin/Osborne Memorandum 
Tab A Quasha 12/20/85 Letter to th President 

Tab II NSC Staffing Note 

cc: Sigur 
McDaniel 

0471 



HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Joh Poindexter 

FROM: 

DATE: 

1THY OSBORNE 
isonal Secretary 
to the President 

1-15-86 

Is thi something your off ice 
can ha ~le •... thanks. 



WILLIAM H. QUASHA 
CIRILO F. ASPERILLA, JR. 
ALONZO Q. ANCHETA 
NILO B. PE~A 
MARIANO P. MARCOS 
POMPEYO C. NOLASCO 
FELISA B. BAGUILAT 
ERNESTO E. LANZONA 
JOSE P. VILLANUEVA 
FERNANDO F. VILORIA 
CONSTANTINE G. AGAGAN 
EDGAR E. TARRIELA 
DELFIN A. MANUEL, JR. 
JESSIE MAGNO EUSTAQUIO 
DAISY P. ARCE 
CIRILO E. DORONILA 
JAIME L MARIO 
RENE B. GOROSPE 
ILDEFONSO F. BAGASAO 
NUNILO 0. MARAPAO, JR. 
NARCISO A. MANANTAN 
AGERICO T. PARAS 
DENNIS G. OIMAGIBA 
R. RAUL R. REYES 

OFFICES ALSO AT: 

7 LACHICA BLDG. 
MARLIMAVE. 
DIAMOND SUBD. 
BALIBAGO 
ANGELES CITY 2017 

.TELEPHONE: 5013 
AUGUSTO G. PANLILIO 
JEROME T. PARAS 

THAILAND 

301 CHARTERED BANK 
(DUSIT THANI) BLDG. 
SALADAENG RAMA IV RD. 
BANGKOK 
MAIL: P.O. BOX 1990 
TELEPHONES: 233-1745; 

233-1746; 233-2890 
TELEX: 82983 QUASHA TH 
CABLE: QUASHA BANGKOK 

POW MAKCHAROENVUD 
NOPPONG ANGSUVAT 
LEASON LIMCHITTI 
SAWASDEE VONGARIYAJIT 
MANIT YAM-U-TAI 
SOMPONG SINPRASIT· 
PATTAMA VUTHIKOVIJAYA 
SORAYA JARIYASATIT 
KALLANA JIRADEJDOMRONG 
SOMKIAT RUNGSINTHON 

OF COUNSEL: 
WILLIAM H. QUASHA 
WAYNE G. QUASHA 
ROBERT G. GODSON 

QUASHA ASPERILLA ANCHETA PENA MAR ©S & NOLASCO 

LAWYERS 

DON PABLO BUILDING, 114 AMORSOLO ST., MAKATI. ME 
LOCAL MAIL: CCPO BOX 210, MAKATI, METRO MAN 3117 

INTERNATIONAL MAIL: P.O. BOX 7345, AIRMAIL EXCHA G OFFICE 
MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 3120, PHILIP IN S 

TELEPHONE: 86-30-11 {12 LINES) CABLE: QUASHA A ILA 
TELEXES: RCA: 22383 LAW PH: EASTERN: 63678 QUASHA PN: ITT: 5 5 QUASHA PM 

TELECOPIER: FAX NO. {632) 8176423 

20 December 1 85 

The President of the United States o 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

erica 

OF COUNSEL: 

JUDGE AGAPITO I. GRUZ 
RAUL I. GOGO 

ENRIQUE D. TAYAG 
WAYNE G. QUASHA 

AT WASHINGTON DC & STATE OF 
VIRGINIA 

F. B. DE LOS SANTOS 
PATENT AGENT 

WRITERS DIRECT DIAL NO.: 

May I take the liberty of re-introdu myself? I had the 
privilege of meeting you at the Akas iJa Palace in Tok.yo in 
November 1983 during your visit to J ~an. I was an invitee 
because I was the country chairman. o !the Republicans Abroad, 
Philippines. Early this year after ving stepped down from 
that position, I was elected chai of the Asia-Pacific 
Region of Republicans Abroad. I am Republican Eagle. During 
WWII I was on General McArthur's sta for four years. After 
my separation from. active duty in Fe r~ary 1946, I returned to 
the Philippines as a civilian to op ~y law office. In a few 
months I will have been practicing l ~ here for 40 years, the 
only non-Filipino allowed to practic :I To that can be added 
the time I spent in the Army during ~e liberation of the 
Philippines to compute the length of ,y Philippine experience. 

In addition to an active practice, I am also involved in 
numerous civic and church activities j For over 10 years I have 
been President of St. Luke's Hospita a charitable and non
profit institution. I am also a Pas Department Commander of 
the American Legion, a Past Grand Ma er of Masons and a retired 
army officer. I mention these facts ot for the purpose of 
bringing myself to your attention, b to qualify myself as a 
person on whom I feel you can rely for an opinion regarding 
Philippine-American relations. 

The purpose of this letter is to 
what I regard to be a deterioration 
relations. In my view we Americans 
of our own psyche. Time and again w 
our hopes and aspirations for people 
in a manner contrary to what rationa 

my deep concern about 
Philippine-American 

ve repeatedly been victims 
have confused our attitudes, 
e love causing us to act 
self-interest would dictate • 

. /. 
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The President of the United States of 
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We blundered in Vietnam. .and in Iran. 
that if you had been our President 
would have been different and better. 

erica 

r would like to think 
,hose days, history 

hese years for many 
this t:illle. You have 
allowed yourself to be 

I have been your ardent supporter al 
reasons. One has special relevance 
stuck to your friends and you have n 
swayed by the unreal and illusory. 
you one of the great leaders of our 

comm.on sense has made 
It is to this 

aspect that I address myself. 

For several years the left wing pres n the U.S. has been 
beating drums in what I regard as an tempt to destabilize 
the regime of .President Marcos. A r nt article in the Asian 

I 

·wall.Street.Journal commented on thi "drumbeating" and the 
word used to characterize the articl ~as ''mad." Some senators, 
congressmen and others have become teasingly articulate in 
attacking President Marcos. The wor t of the lot, of course, 
is Mr. Solarz; but he is not alone. is worries me. Although 
I see no danger that their efforts t undermine the Philippine 
Government will be successful, it is ~ opinion that the U.S. 
Government will be perceived as bei hostile to the Philippine 
Government. More importantly, it w I be seen as interference 
in the ensuing national elections. e back.lash from this could 
be a:tremely damaging. I 

Paradoxically, the beneficiaries of frican interference are 
readily identifiable as enemies of erica. For example, former 

I 
Senator Lorenzo Tanada, a mainstay o Mrs. Cory Aquino, is an 
arch-eneJlly of American presence in t e I Philippines. He wants 
our American military facilities el mated, and he would like 
to see the nuclear power plant stopp di for good (I have absolutely 
no connection with this enterprise). He failed in his efforts 

I 
over the years to become President o the Philippines, but be 
has been perceived as one person who hbpes to be the "power" 

I behind Mrs. Aquino. There are many eople who are regarded as 
sure powerhouses if she were to bee el president. One of these 
is Mr. Jaime Ongpin. S0111e people th of Mr. Ongpin as a busi-
nessman of good repute. I do not s rf. this favorable impression' 
of Mr. Ongpin as I am. fully aware of his proclivities from several 
cases I have handled where he and hi bompany are involved. He 
has been one of the loudest critics fl President Marcos and a 
most vocal support of Mrs. Aquino. feel that if Mrs. Aquino 

./. 
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came to power Mr. Ongpin would be fa 
people whom Americans have been crit 
for tolerating. I 

erica 

than some of the 
President Marcos 

The point is not merely that Mrs. Aq Jo is concededly incom
petent from any rational considerati land point of view to 
become President of the Philippines~ r that America would be 
very hard put to try to deal with he • I The point is, we 
Americans have no business in trying to tip the scales in the 

I 
Philippine electoral process because 9t only may we tip it 
the wrong way, but in the end - and : s is the second paradox -
that we will be hated not only by th losers but also by the 
winners in the election. America is still being criticized 
for interfering in the election of 1 53 when the late President 
Magsaysay defeated the late Presiden Quirino. 

There are many people here from the 
insure that the forthcoming election 
My point is that the Filipinos thems 
this will happen and that we should 

ited States who want to 
will be conducted fairly. 

lves are determined that 
it to them. 

Time and again I have read that if w had tried in Iran and 
had identified ourselves with the pr sent leadership prior to 
the fall of the Shah, we might have ad more influence there 
now. I am not competent to pass on his but something tells 
me that is not true. Perhaps, we we e seen as favoring the 
Shah, and maybe we were seen as hav brought him down. My 
point is that Americans should not b leaning one way or the 
other when a reg:i.m.e of a friendly al y is under fire. 

America has represented to President Marcos through numerous 
channels that it wants to see free d open elections on 
February 7. I think President Marco has every intention of 
seeing to it that there will be free and open elections. Be 
is fully aware that unless there is uch a perception that 
elections are going to be free and o en, that he himself will 
suffer. One must rem.ember in that c nnection that partisan 
politics in the Philippines is not a powder-puff game. The 
late Senator Laurel lost in the 1949 Presidential elections to 
President Quirino, a stalwart of the Liberal Party at that time. 
But then, one of the key leaders of resident Quirino said to 
me, "Oh, we did that for you Americ 

./. 
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I thought it was disgraceful that Ame icans ~hould have been 
seen, even though falsely, to have be n favoring the election 
of President Quirino. The history of the Philippines could 
have been much more conducive to the ype of a Philippines 
we would like to see if Senator Laure had been elected. We 
in America keep reminding ourselves t at we cannot play God, 
yet many of our congressmen and senat rs and some people in 
administrative positions are coming o so strong about what 
is happening here and what they want o happen that they are 
in effect siding with President Marco 's opponents. America 
cannot afford to be engaging in any a tivity whatsoever that 
will be seen to be a tilt against the ~egime because America 
has to be seen as a true friend and ly. It cannot be seen 
as being a force for nee-colonialism hich is what we are 
constantly being accused of. The whi lwind which we can 
expect if we are not judicious and no extremely careful can 
ruin our relations and can cause a de erioration of a rela
tionship which has been carefully nur ured over the past 85 
years. 

Unfortunately, much of the good advic that we want to give 
the Philippines comes across as being paternalistic and even 
coercive. Here is an election about o take place in the 
Philippines and prominent senators an congressmen are said 
to be making a study as to how .Americ n military aid will be 
spent here. This is no time for publ shed statements about 
an investigation of that sort. It ca only be seen as an 
effort to influence the elections. T is is no time to be 
working on a reduction of aid to the hilippines when indeed 
the country is really under adverse onomic influences 
because of the low prices of copper, oconut oil and sugar, 
the three main export products of the Philippines. I am fully 
aware that many of the points I have aised are not within 
your specific field of influence, but I am appealing to you 
to use your power and influence to s that America comes 
across as not trying to bring down Pr sident Marcos. 

I trust you will understand that I my 
be participating in any way in polit 
to the Philippines. The Philippines 
allowing us Republicans to conduct o 
candidates among our citizens. This 

elf cannot be seen to 
al activities pertaining 
as been very generous in 

cmnpaign for our own 
s not always possible in 

./. 
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many countries which are thought to b democratic. Consequently, 
I am taking precautions to see to it hat this letter receives 
no publicity nor do I expect to gain ny advantage from it. 

Please accept my very best wishes for your continued good health 
and success. 

Respectfully y urs, 

,/I . ". / r 2 
'lt ,;,-Le-,__ >. • ~L._ 

WILLIAM B. QU HA 

WQ:cd 
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United tates Department of State 

Washingto , D.C. 20520 

March , 1986 

Dr. and Mrs. Tomas Ramos 
Tonetta Lake Park 
Brewster NY 10509 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Ramos: 

The President has asked me to reply n his behalf to your 
telegram of February 12 concerning the t agic death of your 
cousin, Evelia Javier. 

soon after his death, the Department 
statement strongly deploring his murder 
Philippine authorities to investigate an 
believed responsible. The American Emba 
similar statement. With the recent chan 
Philippines, we are hopeful that his kil 
brought to justice. 

Many of us here at the Department of 
Embassy in Manila knew Evelio personally 
saddened by his murder. Evelio Javier i 
democratic ideals he believed in and def 
certainly an inspiration to his countrym 
thier lives in the defense of democracy. 

Sincerely, 

of State issued a 
nd calling on the 
bring to trial those 

sy in Manila issued a 
e in government in the 
ers will be found and 

State and at the U.S. 
and were shocked and 

now a symbol of the 
nded. His death was 
n who in turn risked 

. f. . eney~ 
ting Dire tor 

Office f Philipp'ne Affairs 
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~ PRESIDENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 
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.s/s 
United tates Department of State 

Washingt n, D. C. 20520 

Dear senator Nunn: 

The President has asked me to reply on 
letter of February 13 in which you urged t 
government condemn the fraud that took pla 
Philippine election. 

As you know, the President issued a st 
15 in which he noted that the Philippine e 
by widespread fraud and violence perpetrat 
ruling party." The statement went on to s 
election's credibility had been called int 

The events subsequent to the President 
history. A new government is in place in 
Filipino people, through their courageous 
democracy, brought about this transition n 
that does them honor. 

The Department of State looks forward 
consultations with Congress on the ·questio 
U.S. can assist the government of Presiden 
restoration of a prosperous and stable Phi 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

(£) J 

James w. Dyer 

5 

his behalf to your 
at the U.S. 
e during the 

tement on February 
ections •were marred 
d largely by the 
y that the 
question. 

s statement are now 
he Philippines. The 
ommitment to 
nviolently in a way 

o close 
of how best the 
Aquino in the 

ippines. 

Acting Assistant seer tary 
Legislative and Intergovernm ntal Affairs 

· The Honorable 
Sam Nunn, 

United States Senate. 
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POSSIBILITY THAT AMERICAN INTER 
COUNTRY MAY BE PERMANENTLY DAMA 
PRESIDENT MARCOS IS ALLOWED TO 
ELECTION. "IF WE ARE NOT PERCE 
UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO THIS ELE 
THE U.S. ITSELF WILL BECOME AT 

RECENT EVENTS 
AS ING 
STS IN THAT 
ED IF 
TEAL THE 
VED AS BEING 
TION FRAUD -
RGET OF THE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED A TION HAS NOT BEEN 
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February ·19, 1986 

On ?r~~ident llittt~lfi~n. 1 f£ behalf, r would li.k@ o 
th&1tnk you t'or your February 13 lett~r 
out.lini.ng- yot.;_~ emu:<z$ra r<Bqardinq the recent 
Philippb'is pt~sidenti~l Eileotion. 

Your s~cif ia reeomm~m:iation-s have be~n 
conveyed to the Pre~ident. and t:be appropria 0c 
advisory staff m001b;ars for pro~pt att~ntion 
In th£! intt.u:im,. let me &!)t;SUX'$ you that your 
5tatem~nt of concern i~ appreci~ted. 

M. D. Ct;le.gby, .Jr. 
A$~i$tant to the- Pres.i.d~n 

The Honorable ~am Nunn 
co.mmi ttse on An~ed Services 
Unit¢d Stat~s S~nate 
Wa$h.inqt'.c(.ln 1 n.c.. 10$10 

cc: w/copy of inc to Will Ball, Cong Affrs, 
State - for DIRECT response through NSC 

~c: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYI 

MBO:KRJ:hlb 
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COMMITIEE ON A MED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON DC 20510 

February 13, 1986 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to express my profound co cern over recent 
events in the Philippines and the increasin possibility that 
American interests in that country may be p rmanently damaged. 

Senator Laxalt's visit, as your person 
President Marcos, helped stimulate the elec 
Friday, February 7. By sending a delegatio 
Lugar to observe the elections, you conveye 
and the Philippine people the United States 
and honest elections and for the future of 
Philippines. 

A remarkable event, unprecedented in t 
occurred. In spite of government controlle 
government controlled election officials, m 
campaign expenditures, and the use of the m 
voters, the Philippine people have expresse 
ballot box for a change of leadership. Bot 
circumstantial evidence leads to an inescap 
Philippine people want President Marcos out 
Corazon Aquino as President. 

By all accounts, President Marcos or f 
are in the process of making an all out eff 
election by massive fraud, intimidation and 
remaining is simple but crucial: will Pres 
to steal the election? 

If President Marcos is successful in t 
by fraud, I believe that it will be a disas 
interests in the Pacific. The Church has t 
business community has turned against him, 
turned against him - he has lost his legiti 

Can the United States prevent this tra 
do not know the answer, but I do believe st 
"caught trying." If we are not perceived a 
opposed to this election fraud - the United 
become a target of the hostility of the Phi 

1 emissary to 
ion which was held on 
headed by Senator 
to President Marcos 
deep concern for fair 

emocracy in the 

ird world nations, has 
news media, 

ssive government 
litary to intimidate 
their desires at the 
direct and 

ble conclusion: the 
and they have elected 

roes allied with him 
rt to steal the 
murder. The question 
dent Marcos be allowed 

king away the election 
er for American 
rned against him, the 
nd the people have 
acy as a leader. 

edy from occurring? I 
ongly that we must be 
being unalterably 

States itself will 
ippine people. We 
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risk losing the support of the entire younge 
Filipinos, who have known only a recent stea 
the economy under Marcos. Thirty percent o 
already controlled by the communists. As th 
class citizens turn against their government, 
insurgency will be greatly strengthened. 

generation of 
y deterioration of 

the villages are 
youth and middle 
the communist 

I respectfully suggest that three steps be taken immediately: 

1. Issue clear statements from you an 
administration officials that the 
and that it was perpetuated overwh 
Marcos and his allies. 

other top 
raud has been massive 
lmingly by President 

2. Issue a clear statement from Washi gton that we will not 
regard a false election result as alid and that we 
could not continue to support President Marcos under 
those circumstances. 

3. Issue a notification that United S ates aid to the 
Philippines will be terminated if the will of the 
Philippine voters, as expressed at the ballot box, is 
not followed. 

I believe the vast majority of the American people and 
Congress support these clear statements of U.S. principle. 

Mr. President, I believe you are correct in your assessment 
that the Naval Base at Subic Bay and the Air Base at Clark Field 
are extremely important to United States security interests in the 
Pacific. These bases can serve us effectively only if the 
Philippine people want us there. We do not need a Guantanamo
East. 

Your actions in the next few days may well determine whether 
the Philippines will eventually and inevitably fall under the 
control of the communist insurgency. I agree with your recent 
astute observation that "The communist strategy can be defeated. 
But defeating it will require listening to and respecting the 
sovereign voice of the people." 

I stand ready to support you as you follow this important 
principle. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
· Sam Nunn 


