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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Antonio Monroig
Wolf, Arnold & Monroig
1900.L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Monroig:

I am replying to your February 14 letter to President
Reagan regarding U.S. policy toward recent events in the
Philippines.

The U.S. Government maintained strict neutrality in the
Philippine elections, consistently urging that they be free and
fair. Nevertheless, the elections were marred by widespread
fraud and violence, and the results were not credible to the
Filipino people.

The events following the elections and leading to the
transition to a new government in the Philippines are now
history. The United States moved quickly to recognize the
Aquino Government. In a February 25 statement announcing the
U.S. position, Secretary Shultz noted that President Reagan was
pleased with the peaceful transition. He characterized recent
events in the Philippines as-"one of the most stirring and
courageous examples of the democratic process in modern his-
tory."

The United States stands ready to assist in Filipino
efforts to deal with the problems their country faces. The way
to restore peace and prosperity has always been through politi-
cal, economic, and military reforms. The country faces major
economic and security problems, including a dangerous communist
insurgency. We are consulting with the Agquino Government to
assess needs and determine how we can be helpful.

Sincerely yours

George B. High
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of Public Affairs
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506
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MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON ' | /42?2247/ '

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTIN 5}66;// L&

SUBJECT: State proposed report on S. 1843, a bill to
estain A e “commission to monltor and evaluate
Iectlons“rn'the PhlllpplnesAg

December 2, 1985

The NSC has reviewed and concurs in the above State proposed
report.

VG TP PEp L5z
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NAﬂONALSECUHTYCOUNCk
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

December 2, 1985

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN

FROM: DICK CHILDRES@

SUBJECT: State Proposed Report on S. 1843

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I.

%and %e concur.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments

Tab I Martin/Peterson Memorandum
Tab II OMB Incoming Correspondence

cc: Sigut
Sable
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRE
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20303

December 2, 1985
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LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEM(

T0: Legislative Liaison Officer-
National Security Council L

SUBJECT: State proposed report on S. 1

establish a commission to mon
elections in the Philippines.

The Office of Management and Budget reques
agency on the above subject before advisin
Xolthe program of the President, in accord

A response to this request for your views
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Questions should be referred to Sue Thau
the legislative analyst in this office.

RONALD K. PETERSON FO
Assistant Director fo

Legislative Reference

Enclosures
€CC: J. Barie
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United St?ten Deparuneut of State

Vuﬁmgton, D.C 20520

Dear Mr. Chairman: }

This i8 in reply to your request for an Exccut;v: Branch
position on Senator Kennady's proposed bill §,1843, "to _
estaplish a commission to monitor and cvaluate electxons in the
Philippines.* _ 1

1

The Executive Branch welcomes in p:xncxple the sending of
U.S, observers to monitor the proposed presidential election in
the Philippines in early 1986, President Marcos has indicated
his willingness to have foreign observers prcsent and we
believe they can enhance mechanisms aimed at enéu:ing a free

and fair election as well as improve our own unders:anding.

However, the formation of a formal U.S. commission to -
monitor Phiiippxne elections would not b welﬂ rhceived in the
Philippines. It would appear patronizin andicogonialxatzc, no
matter how well intended, There is already a Philippine
independent citizens group of proven eff ctivenebs ~= the
National Movement for Free Elections (NA pnnLn -~ which
mobilized more than two hundred thousand concerncd citizens to
monitor the 1984 glrliamentary elections, As;a reault those
were the fairest in the Philippines in recent memory. Since
there are more than 90,000 polling places in the fortncoming
election, no outside group could hope to be aslefzective a8 can
NAMFREL tf that organization is permitted to Eunctzon freely.
s

ruxthermo:e, it is our view that con ideraole effort would
have to be brought to bear in the Philippines to ‘win acceptance
of a formal foreign monitoring organization, If|the proposed
bill is passed, we would thus be using capital to win
acceptance of the monitors which we belxﬂve at| tpis juncture
should be devoted to the key structural issues whxch will do
much to determine the ultimate fairness nd credibility of the
electxona.l If NAMFREL functions effecti ely, and informal
election observers supplement our own dxalomat1c§e££orcs and
the expectedly intense media attention, we beli eve that we will
have a sound balia for judging the c:ediéility : the :
electionl.‘ w‘

Therefore, the Executive Branch opposes S.1843, I shall
keep in close touch as the situation evolves in the
Philippines, particularly with regard to pur tqc mmendation
whether the Congress should send observerF to helelection in

response té President Marcos' invitation,

|

|

| |
The Honorable J
Richard G. Lugar, \
Chaxrman, :
committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate. f \
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The Office of Management and'Budg t
standpoint of the Administration's prog
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Witp best wishes,
§ Sincerely,

William L, Ball, I1II
Assistant decretary
Legislative and Intergovernme
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To| establish a commission to monitor and evaluate elections in the Philippines.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

NoveEMBER 7 (legislative day, NOVEMBER 4), 1985

Mr. KENNEDY introduced the following bill; which was read twijce and referred to
the Committee on Foreign Relations

A BILL

To establish a commission to monitor and jevaluate eilections in
the Philippines. ‘!

1~ Be it enacted by the Senate and \House of Bepresenta-
|

tives of the United States of America in C’ongfessi assembled,

FINDINGS
SEcTION 1 (a) The Congress finds|that—
(1) the Government of the Republic of§ the Philip-

2

3

4

5

6 pines has announced its intention to hold elections in
7 early 1‘986;. |

8 (2) it is in the security interests of the United
9 States as well as in the interests of the people of the

10 Philippines to encourage free and fair elec:bi',ons and a

11 return to democracy in that country;




2
1 (3) it is essential for|the ‘Congress, determining
9 future aid levels to the Philippines, to know whether
3 these elections are free, fair, open, an(}l honest; and
4 (4) section 116(e) of the Foreigln Assistance Act
5 of 1961 authorizes and encqurages thg President to use
6 not less than $3,000,000 for openly carrying out pro-
7 grams and activities to encourage or promote increased
8 adherence to civil and political rights, as set forth in
9 the Universal Declaration of Human rights, in coun-
10 tries currently eligible for assistance.
11 ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTION COMMISSION | )
12 SEC. 2 (a) There is established a United States Commis-
13 sion on Elections in the Philippip es (hereafter in this bill re-
14 ferred to as the “commission”) to observe and monitor elec-
15 tions in the Philippines. The commissibn shall be composed of
16 members having experience in the monitoring of elections,
17 knowledge and understanding of international human rights,
18 and knowledge of the Philippines;
19 (b) No member of the commission shall be a Member of
20 the Congress or the executive branch of the Federal Governv-.
21 ment; and .
| 22 (c) Th.e commission shall consist of six members appoint-
23 ed as follows—
| 24 (1) two individuals appointed by the Senate in
25 consultation with the majority and minority leaders of
26 the Senate;
s




10
11
12
13

14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(2) two individuals appointed

Representatives in consultation wi
(8) two individuals appointed

one of whom shall be designated |

chairperson of the commission; and

election.

by the House of
th the Speaker and

minority leader of the House of Representatives;

by the President,

by the President as

(d) The members of the commission are encouraged to

monitor as many polling places as feasible on the day of any

(e) The commission may employ and fix the compensa-

tion of such staff as it may require. Funds authorized to be

available under section 116(e)(1) of the

Foreign Assistance

Act of 1961 may be available for the necessary expenses of

the commission.

REPORTS OF THE COMMISSION

SEc. 3(a) Not later than thirty days after the appoint-

ment of its members, the commission shal

gress a report setting forth its preliminai

Il submit to the Con-

y findings regarding

the electoral process in the Philippines and assessing—

(1) the existence of an objective election commit-

tee accredited by the Government

oversee and direct the elections;

of the Philippines to

(2) the capacity and willingness of the Philippine

Armed Forces to enforce the election process in a fair

and objective manner; and

S 1843 I
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(3) the access of all political parties and candi-

dates to the media, including print, radio, and televi-
sion; and
(4) an assessment of the| ability of parties and
nonpartisan groups to monitor | the balloting in all re-
gions of the country.
(b) Not later than thirty days after the date of any elec-
tion in the Philippines, the commission shall submit to the
Congress a report evaluating, with respect to such election—
(1) the integrity of the ballot process, including
whether the candidate or party that received the pro-
portion of the vote prescribed py law was permitted to
assume office and power;
(2) the ability of all the citizens of the Philippines
to participate in the political| process, including their
right to a secret vote and their right to be elected to
office; and
(3) the respect for the rights of freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of association, and freedom of assembly
during the campaign, including—
(A) whether the campaign period was ade-
quate to permit political prganizing and campaign-
ing and to inform citizens about the candidates

and issues; and

S1I3 I8



2
3
4
5
6
7
8

5

(B) the access of all parties to the media, in-
cluding print, radid, and television, and citizens’
ability to receive such information from the media.
(4) the role of the accredited election committee

and its performance in overseeing and directing the
elections; and
(5) the effectiveness and fairress of the role of the

armed forces in the electoral process.

O

S 1843 IS




- W 1 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

o

V2 I

January 23, 1986 ///ﬂ

| ' /é -
MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE _— = /4%§;g%/ /L

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTIJéﬂix

SUBJECT : Letter to the President from Quasha

'{hdwu
We recommend no reply be sent to the letter from. Mr.uéuashaéﬂzz
His observations are qulte sensitive and he has indicated his. fh/z
desire to maintain anonymity. During the period leading up to
the election, any reply that might leak has a high probability

of being misconstrued.

Attachment

Tab A _12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to the President
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 2,7%/3
January 23, 1986 &/@7 5

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY OSBORNE ~

FROM: WILLIAM F. MARTI;E"LQ
SUBJECT : Letter to the President from |Quasha

We recommend no reply be sent to the letter |from Mr. Quasha.

His observations are quite sensitive and he lhas indicated his
desire to maintain anonymity. During the period leading up to
the election, any reply that might leak has |a high probability
of being misconstrued.

Attachment

Tab A 12/20/85 Letter from Quasha to the| President
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

Janpary 21, 1986

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL MARTIN

FROM: DICK CHILDRES@

SUBJECT: Letter to the President

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I

Sigur, McDaniel (telephonic) concur.

ko Kathy Osborne.

Approve Disapproye

Attachment

Tab I Martin/Osborne Memorandum

Tab A Quasha 12/20/85 Letter to the‘President

Tab IT NSC Staffing Note

cc: Sigur
McDaniel

0471



TO: Johi

FROM: K|

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

n | Poindexter

ATHY OSBORNE

DATE:

Is thi
can ha

rsonal Secretary
o the President

-

1-15-86

5 | something your office
ndle.... thanks.
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20 December 19

The President of the United States of
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

May I take the liberty of re-introdu¢

GE OFFICE

NES
ANILA
TELEXES: RCA: 22383 LAW PH: EASTERN: 63678 QUASHA PN: ITT: 45015 QUASHA PM

OF COUNSEL:

JUDGE AGAPITO I. CRUZ
RAUL I. GOCO
ENRIQUE D. TAYAG
WAYNE G. QUASHA
AT WASHINGTON DC & STATE OF
VIRGINIA

85 F. B. DE LOS SANTOS
PATENT AGENT

WRITERS DIRECT DIAL NO.:

America

ng myself? I had the

privilege of meeting you at the Akas
November 1983 during your visit to J
because I was the country chairman o
Philippines. Early this year after
that position, I was elected chai
Region of Republicans Abroad. I am
WWII I was on General McArthur's sta
my separation from active duty in Fe
the Philippines as a civilian to op
months I will have been practicing 1
only non~Filipino allowed to practic

the time I spent in the Army during ¢

ka Palace in Tokyo in

pan. I was an invitee

the Republicans Abroad,
ving stepped down from
of the Asia-Pacific
Republican Eagle.  During
f for four years. After
ruary 1946, I returned to
y law office. In a few

T here for 40 years, the

To that can be added
He liberation of the

Philippines to compute the length of |my Philippine experience.

In addition to an active practice, I
numerous civic and church activities

am also involved in
For over 10 years I have

been President of St. Luke's Hospital, a charitable and non-

profit institution.

I am also a Past Department Commander of

the American Legion, a Past Grand Magter of Masons and a retired

army officer. I mention these facts
bringing myself to your attention, b
person on whom I feel you can rely o
Philippine-American relations.

The purpose of this letter is to voi
what I regard to be a deterioration
relations. In my view we Americans
of our own psyche. Time and again w
our hopes and aspirations for people

not for the purpose of
t to qualify myself as a
for an opinion regarding

3 my deep concern about
Philippine-American

ve repeatedly been victims
have confused our attitudes,
we love causing us to act

in a manner contrary to what rationall self~interest would dictate.




QUASHA ASPERILLA ANCHETA PENA MARCOS & NOLASCO

The President of the United States of
The White Bouse, Washington, D.C.
20 December 1985

We blundered in Vietnam and in Iran.

America

I would like to think

that if you had been our President in| those days, history

would have been different and better.

I have been your ardent supporter all|
reasons. One has special relevance
stuck to your friends and you have n
swayed by the unreal and {llusory. Y
you one of the great leaders of our t
aspect that I address myself.

these years for many

this time. You have

allowed yourself to be

common sense has made
It is to this

O
€.

For several years the left wing pres
beating drums in what I regard as an
the regime of President Marcos. A r
‘Wall Street Journal commented on thi
word used to characterize the articl
congressmen and others have become
attacking President Marcos. The wor
is Mr. Solarz; but he is not alome.
I see no danger that their efforts t
Government will be successful, it is
Government will be perceived as bei
Government. More importantly, it w
in the ensuing national elections.
be extremely damaging.

Paradoxically, the beneficiaries of
readily identifisble as enemies of
Senator lLorenzo Tanada, & mainstay of
arch—enemy of American presence in t
our American military facilities el
to see the nuclear power plant stopp
no connection with this enterprise).

n the U.S. has been
tempt to destabilize

ent article in the Asian
“drumbeating" and the

as "mad." Some senators,
easingly articulate in
t of the lot, of course,

is worries me. Although
?ndermine the Philippine
vy opinion that the U.S.
hostile to the Philippine
be seen as interference
e backlash from this could

Frican interference are
erica. For example, former
Mrs. Cory Aquino, is an
e'Philippines. He wants
inated, and he would like
d‘for good (I have absolutely
Fe failed in his efforts

the Philippines, but he

over the years to become President of
has been perceived as one person who
behind Mrs. Aquino. There are many p

is Mr. Jaime Ongpin. Some people th:
nessman of good repute. I do not s
of Mr. Ongpin as I am fully aware of

sure powerhouses if she were to bec:a:kpresident.

cagee I have handled where he and hid Eompany are involved.

has been one of the loudest ecritics d
most vocal support of Mrs. Aquino. I

h&pes to be the “power"
eople who are regarded as
One of these

] of Mr. Ongpin as a busi-
re this favorable impression’
his proclivities from several
He
f| President Marcos and a
feel that if Mrs. Aquino
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The President of the United States of| America
The White House, Washington, D.C.
20 December 1985 '

came to power Mr. Ongpin would be far] worse than some of the
people whom Americans have been critilcizing President Marcos
for tolerating.

The point is not merely that Mrs. Aquino is concededly incom-
petent from any rational consideration|and point of view to
become President of the Philippines, jor that America would be
very hard put to try to deal with he The point is, we
Americans have no business in trying [to tip the scales in the
Philippine electoral process because mot only may we tip it

the wrong way, but in the end - and is 1s the second paradox -
that we will be hated not only by the losers but also by the
winners in the election. America is |still being criticized

for interfering in the election of 1953 when the late President
Magsaysay defeated the late President] Quirino.

There are many people here from the United States who want to
insure that the forthcoming electiong will be conducted fairly.
My point is that the Filipinos themselves are determined that
this will happen and that we should lleave it to them.

Time and again I have read that if wq had tried in Iran and
had identified ourselves with the prgsent leadership prior to
the fall of the Shah, we might have Had more influence there
now. I am not competent to pass on this but something tells
me that is not true. Perhaps, we were seen as favoring the
Shah, and maybe we were seen as hav brought him down. My
point is that Americans should not bg leaning one way or the
other when a regime of a friendly ally is under fire.

America has represented to President |Marcos through numerous
channels that it wants to see free and open elections on
February 7. I think President Marcog has every intention of
seeing to it that there will be free |and open elections. He
is fully aware that unless there is guch a perception that
elections are going to be free and ogen, that he himself will
suffer. One must remember in that cqnnection that partisan
politics in the Philippines is not a|powder-puff game. The
late Senator Laurel lost in the 1949 |Presidential elections to
President Quirino, a stalwart of the |Liberal Party at that time.
But then, one of the key leaders of Hresident Quirino said to
me, "Oh, we did that for you Americans."

ol




QUASHA ASPERILLA ANCHETA PENA MARCOS & NOLASCO

The President of the United States of
The White House, Washington, D.C.
20 December 1985

America

I thought it was disgraceful that Ame:
seen, even though falsely, to have be
of President Quirino. The history of
have been much more conducive tc the

we would like to see if Senator Laure
in America keep reminding ourselves t
yet many of our congressmen and senat
administrative positions are coming o
is bhappening here and what they want

in effect siding with President Marco
cannot afford to be engaging in any a
will be seen to be a tilt against the
has to be seen as & true friend and
as being a force for neo-colonialism
constantly being accused of. The whi
expect if we are not judicious and mno
ruin our relations and can cause a de
tionship which has been carefully nur
years.

Unfortunately, much of the good advic
the Philippines comes across as being
coercive, Here is an electionrn about

Philippines and prominent senators an
to be making a study as to how Americ
spent here, This is no time for publ
an investigation of that sort. It ca
effort to influence the elections. T
working on a reduction of aid to the
the country is really under adverse
because of the low prices of copper,
the three main export products of the
aware that many of the points I have

your specific field of influence, but
to use your power and influence to s
across ‘as not trying to bring down Pr

I trust you will understand that I my
be participating in any way in polit
to the Philippines. The Philippines
allowing us Republicans to conduct o

ricans should have been
n favoring the election
the Philippines could
ype of a Philippines
had been elected. We
at we cannot play God,
rs and some people in
so strong about what
o happen that they are
's opponents. America
tivity whatsoever that
regime because America
ly. It cannot be seen

lwind which we can
extremely careful can

erioration of a rela-

ured over the past 85

‘that we want to give
paternalistic and even
o take place in the
congressmen are said
n military aid will be
shed statements about
only be seen as an
is is no time to be
hilippines when indeed
onomic Influences
oconut oil and sugar,
Philippines. I am fully
aised are not within
I am appealing to you
that America comes
sident Marcos.

elf cannot be seen to
al activities pertaining
as been very generous in
-campaign for our own

candidates among our citizens. This [is not always possible in

o




.

QUASHA ASPERILLA ANCHETA PENA MARCOS & NOLASCC

The President of the United States of|America
The White House, Washington, D.C.
20 December 1985

I am taking precautions to see to it that this letter receives

many countries which are thought to bE democratic. Consequently,
no publicity nor do I expect to gain any advantage from it.

Please accept my very best wishes for|your continued good health
eand success.

Respectfully yours,

/

B 7 :\
Vyéf:-w-h/ ozt
WILLIAM H. QUASHA '

WHQ:cd
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United S

Wbshingto

March ¢,

Dr. and Mrs. Tomas Ramos
Tonetta Lake Park
Brewster NY 10509

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Ramos:

" The President has asked me to reply (
telegram of February 12 concerning the ti
cousin, Evelio Javier. .

B Soon ‘after his death, the Department
statement strongly deploring his murder
Philippine authorities to investigate an
believed responsible. The American Emba
similar statement. With the recent chang
Philippines, we are hopeful that his Kkil]
brought to justice.

Many of us here at the Department of
Embassy in Manila knew Evelio personally
saddened by his murder. Evelio Javier i
democratic ideals he believed in and def;
certainly an inspiration to his countrym
thier lives in the defense of democracy.

Sincerely,

ting Dire

Office $f Philipp

%

Jghn D.f?n

tates Department of State

n, D.C. 20520

1986

bn his behalf to your
fagic death of your

of State issued a
nd calling on the
‘bring to trial those
Sy in Manila issued a:
je in government in the
lers will be found and

State and at the U.S.’
and were shocked and
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bnded.  His death was
en who in turn risked

iy

ctor
ine Affairs
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TONETTA LAKE PARK
BREWSTER NY 10509

- SUBJECT: CLAIMS THAT HIS COUSIN, EVELIO JAVIER, WAS

KILLED BY MARCUS' PEOPLE

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED A(TION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KHELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE




5241 (R 7/82)

)

 TONETTA LAKE" FARK we’temM aII ram
Union IV\|

DOCTOR .AND MRS TOMAS RAMOS

"{}aswsvea NY 10509 12AM

1=015%5685043 02/12/86 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSB
91427&2444 MGMB TDMT BREWSTER NY 53 02=12 |

/ﬁ}@w J,,ﬂ(¢ e A 5}‘1«{’%

PRESIDENT REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500

g

PRESIDENT REAGAN

FOR JUSTICE SAKE HOW MANY PEQRLE WILL YOU AL
COUSIN IS ON THE FRONT PAGE QF NEW YORK TIME
MARCUS WE KNOW YOU ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED 7O I
GRATEFUL WHY WAIT? BE WITH THE FILIPINO FEOPR
MALACANANG
DOCTOR AND MRS RAMQOS
TONETTA LAKE PARK
BREWSTER NY 10509

13:01 EST
MGMCCOMP

@

,\;\155 POSTY_

* 3IAH3S Y

"‘t*ﬁ*«“

4sp EST 8605143
382206

LOW MARCUS TO KILL MY
§ 2712/786 KILLED BY
NJUSTICE AND WE ARE
LE TAKE MARCUS OUT OF

TO REP!'Y RY MAIL GRAM MESSAGE. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNID

NS TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS
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Washingtg

" Dear Senatdr Nunn:

The President has asked me to reply on
letter of February 13 in which you urged tH

government condemn the fraud that took plag

‘Philippine election.

As you know, the President issued a stdg
15 in which he noted that the Philippine el
by widespread fraud and violence perpetratg
ruling party." The statement went on to ssg
election's credibility had been called intg

The events subsequent to the President
history. A new government is in place in t
Filipino people, through their courageous (¢
democracy, brought about this tran31t10n ng
that does them honor,.

The Department of State looks forward t

consultations with Congress on the ‘questior
Uu.s.
restoration of a prosperous and stable Phil

With best wishes, .

Sincerely,

)

James W. Dyer

United $

can assist the government of President

s/s

btates Department of State

n, D.C. 20520

his behalf to your
at the U.S. ’
e during the

tement on February
ections "were marred
d largely by the

y that the

question.

s statement are now
he Philippines. The
ommitment to '

inviolently in a way

o close v

a of how best the
Aquino in the
ippines.

Acting Assistant Secretary

Legislative and Intergovernmé

" The Honorable
Sam Nunn,

United States Senate.

ontal Affalrs
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LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 13, 1986
PRESIDENT REAGAN

THE HONORABLE SAM NUNN
UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON DC 20510
EXPRESSES PROFOUND CONCERN OVER

IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE INCRE
POSSIBILITY THAT AMERICAN INTERE

COUNTRY MAY BE PERMANENTLY DAMAGED IF

PRESIDENT MARCOS IS ALLOWED TO S
ELECTION. "IF WE ARE NOT PERCEI

TEAL THE
VED AS BEING

UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO THIS ELECTION FRAUD -

THE U.S. ITSELF WILL BECOME A TA

RGET OF THE

5605830

1986

RECENT EVENTS
ASING
STS IN THAT

TION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

AT 456-7486.

RESPONSE

SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR

OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

-



kQC: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretariat - FYI

pebruary 19, 1986

NDear Senator Hunn:

On Presidest Reagan's behalf, I would like fo

thank wou for your Februazy 13 letter
cetlining your concers regarding the recant
Philippine presideatial election.

Your specific recommendations have besan
conveyed to the President and the approprisal
advisory staff mnembars for prompt attention,
In the interim, let me assure vou that your
statement of concern is apprecleted.

¥

With bast wishes,

¥, B. Oglesby, Jr.
Asziztant to the Presidsen

1Y

Phe Honorable am Bunn
Committes on Armped Bervices
grited States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

cc: w/copy of inc to Will Ball, Cong Affrs,
State - for DIRECT response through NSC

MBO:KRJ:hlb

£
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ARNOLD L. PUNARO, STAFF DIRECTOR FOR THE MINORITY WASHINGTON; DC 20510

February (13, 1986

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to express my profound concern over recent
events in the Philippines and the increasing possibility that
American interests in that country may be pgrmanently damaged.

Senator Laxalt's visit, as your persongl emissary to
President Marcos, helped stimulate the elecfiion which was held on
Friday, February 7. By sending a delegatiorn headed by Senator
Lugar to observe the elections, you conveyed to President Marcos
and the Philippine people the United StatesY deep concern for fair
and honest elections and for the future of democracy in the
Philippines.

A remarkable event, unprecedented in third world nations, has
occurred. In spite of government controlled news media,
government controlled election officials, massive government
campaign expenditures, and the use of the military to intimidate
voters, the Philippine people have expressed¢ their desires at the
ballot box for a change of leadership. Both direct and
circumstantial evidence leads to an inescapable conclusion: the
Philippine people want President Marcos out|and they have elected
Corazon Aquino as President.

By all accounts, President Marcos or forces allied with him
are in the process of making an all out effort to steal the
election by massive fraud, intimidation and|murder. The question
remaining is simple but crucial: will Presjident Marcos be allowed
to steal the election?

If President Marcos is successful in taking away the election
by fraud, I believe that it will be a disaster for American
interests in the Pacific. The Church has tprned against him, the
business community has turned against him, Bnd the people have
turned against him - he has lost his legitipacy as a leader.

Can the United States prevent this tragedy from occurring? I
do not know the answer, but I do believe strongly that we must be
"caught trying." If we are not perceived ag being unalterably
opposed to this election fraud - the United| States itself will
become a target of the hostility of the Phillippine people. We




risk losing the support of the entire younge
Filipinos, who have known only a recent stea
the economy under Marcos. Thirty percent o
already controlled by the communists. As th
class citizens turn against their government
insurgency will be greatly strengthened.

I respectfully suggest that three steps
1. Issue clear statements from you an
administration officials that the

and that it was perpetuated overwh
Marcos and his allies.

2. Issue a clear statement from Washi
regard a false election result as
could not continue to support Pres
those circumstances.

3. Issue a notification that United S

Philippines will be terminated if
Philippine voters, as expressed at
not followed.

I believe the vast majority of the Amer
Congress support these clear statements of U

Mr. President, I believe you are correc
that the Naval Base at Subic Bay and the Air
are extremely important to United States sec
Pacific. These bases can serve us effective
Philippine people want us there. We do not
East.

Your actions in the next few days may w
the Philippines will eventually and inevitab
control of the communist insurgency. I agre
astute observation that "The communist strat
But defeating it will require listening to a
sovereign voice of the people.™

I stand ready to support you as you fol
principle.

Sincerely,

LN

Sam Nunn
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