Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This I1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: WHORM Subject Files
Folder Title: CO 125 (Philippines) 394278
Box: 152

To see more digitized collections
visit: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

ID #

 WHITE HOUSE _ e
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET L’«/;? /};:4_;

'O 0-0UTGOING . , ,
O H-INTERNAL : 9?142
I - INCOMING o 86

Racaived (CMMIDD) 86 1527 7

Name of Correspo,ndent:/mr E(s /75’1155/71"15 M azp éég@f}éﬁw

O MiMallReport User Codes: (A) _ B)____ ©)

"'aw ML &M C? déw%a *w

'msn: smon -

v - Tracking Type " Completion
: Action Date ‘ of Date
Office/Agency (Staff Name) Code " YY/MM/DD Response Code = YY/MM/DD ‘E
/ ~__ CoCoza ORIGINATOR 86 1030 . TR CSG 86,030, 7

‘ A Referral Note: : . ot
1A/9ﬁj§ _ - L. 86 10308 | /4'86/03106

Referral Note:

—_ 11 __ 11
Referral Note:
_ [ 1 _ I 1
Referral Note:
L I _ 1
Referral Note:
ACTION CODES: - '  DISPOSITION CODES: ,
. A - Appropriate.Action ‘I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary A.- Answered C - Completed
C - Comment/Recommendation R - Direct Reply w/Copy ) B - Non-Special Referral S - Suspended
D - Draft Response . S - For Signature : :
F - Fumnish Fact Shest .. X-Interim Reply : -
to be used as Enclosure S FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
, Type of Response

Initials of Signer
Code = “A”
Completion Date

Date of Outgoing

Comments:

' Kéep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter.

Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB).

Always return completed correspondence.record to Central Files. - I e
" Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590.

581



IINCTASSIFTED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S___8607142
March 6, 1986

‘ Date
For: VADM John M. Poindexter
National Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To: The President : From: Mrs.Sandra Climaco
Date: 2/12/86 Subject: 1984 Murder of Cesar Climaco;
Philippiﬁe Elections
Referral Dated: 3/5/86 ID# 394278 -
(if any)
The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State
Action Taken:
A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
XXX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response 1s necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

. ;;cholas PlattV™

- Executive Secretary
/ -

UNCLASSIFIED
(Classitfication)




United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 6, 1986

" Mrs. Sandra L. Climaco
807 Lincoln Highway
Fairview Heights IL 62208

Dear Mrs. Climaco:

I am pleased to reply on behalf of the President to your
letter dated February 12 concerning U,.S. policy toward the
recent Philippine election and the 1984 murder of your
father-in-law, Cesar C. Climaco.

The Department of State has often deplored the violence, of 
which Mayor Climaco was a tragic victim, associated with
,Philippine'politics.

‘The U.S. maintained strict neutrality in the recent
~elections while consistently urging that they be free and
fair. Nevertheless, the elections were marred by widespread
fraud and violence and the results were not credible to the
. Filipino people.

The events following the elections and leading to the
transition to a new government in the Philippines are now
~history. The U.S. moved quickly to recognize the new
Government of the Philippines. The U.S. now stands ready to
assist as appropriate in Filipino efforts to restore peace and.
prosperlty to their country.

Sincerely,

hn D. Flnney l

' ting Director
Office Yof Philippine Affairs
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFTFTICE
REFERRAL
MARCH 5, 1986

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 394278

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1986
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MRS. SANDRA L, CLIMACO

807 LINCOLN HIGHWAY
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS 1IL 62208

SUBJECT: FATHER - IN - LAW, CESAR C. CLIMACO, A MAYOR
IN THE PHILIPPINES WAS MURDERED WHEN HE WAS
ABOUT TO TESTIFY WITH EVIDENCE OF GOVERNMENT
TAMPERING WITH BALLOTS -- WANTS THE PRESIDENT
TO BE STRONG IN DEALING WITH MARCOS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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807 LINCOLN HIGHWAY
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 62208

TELEPHONE 632-2557

February 12, 1986

Dear President Reagen, 394278

I went to Union Station today in hopes of seeing you, but we
all missed even a glimse of your presence.

My father in law was killed over voter fraud in the Philippines.
He, Cesar C, Climaco was Mayor of ZamboangaCity and an outspoken
critic of this most famous Dictator. He was about to testify and
present hard evidence of government tampering with ballots and
the case was dropped shortly after his murder, due to a lack of
a witness.,

As seen on National television cheating was wide-spread on the
part of the government. Also threats and killings. I admire the
Filipino people protecting the ballots by linking arms. They all
gaurded the ballots with their lives. This clearly showed a love

of Democracy, a brave people, and a fear of the present government.

Why, when it appeared that Mr. Dictator Marcos was feeling trapped
and on the verge of stepping down did you change your stand? You
hHave just given Mr,., Marcos the go a head to continue Mass Killing,
to continuing cheating the people of the Philippines, to continue
plundering the Philippines, to continue blackmailing the U.S.A.
for bases in return, to céntinue making the Philippines a country
filled with widows and orphans, to continue turning the Filipino
people against the American Government, and lastly to continue
leading the country to Communisim. If a Democracy isn't restored
thru this election the Communists will certainly take over.

Many Filipinos are now considering the American Government as their
enemy. They feel that we are helping to keep Marcos in Power. And
for what, a base that will be lost anyway when the Communists take
over. If we must lose these bases, wouldn't it be better to lose
them to a legitament Democracy than to a Communist Government? Also
Marcos may be angry enough that the U.S. exposed his war record, anc
massive fruad and take the bases away. You can't really think you
could trust his word?

Please for the sake of my father in law and the many—others that

~gave their lives in the hope of restoring Democracy, be strong with

Marcos, threaten to take away his precidu$:$$$$$$ in military aid.

In Defense of the Filipino People

Sandra L. Climaco C:ég;r\gbc%%

807 Lincoln Highway
Fairview Heights, Illinois 62208

Please find enclosed letters written by the late Cesar C. Climaco
concerning fraud.
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ST Fromh wire reports T AT
* MANILA, Philippines ~ Cesar C. Climaco, a ‘
" leading Philippine opposition figure, was shot to.”
death Wednesday in the city of Zamboanga. -

Hewas the father of Belleville physicianCesar F,
" Climaco. o L
Climaco, who was mayor of Zamboanga, is the _
- gecond prominent critic of President Ferdinand E.

Alexander Orcullo, regional secretary qfv_an,
opposition party, was shot to death in the city of
Davao. ; ’

The 68-year-old Climaco, who was shot while he J
-talked to victims of a fire that razed a downtowp’
. neighborhood, was taken by a policeman to-a
nearby hospital, where he died of a single ,45.
caliber gunshot wound In the back of the head.

Maj. Gen, Delfin Castro, military chlef In the
rebellion-torn south, ordered a search for the

unidentified assailant in the city 550 miles south of
‘Manila, '

Hours after the slayin
armed forces chief Lt, Gen,
. Zamboanga and look into th

In a statement, Marcos ca

8, Marcos ordered dcting
Fidel Ramos to fly to
e murder, ‘

lled the assassination

‘Marcos
as

“not fully recovered from the August 1983 killing of

Marcos to be slain in the past month. On Oct. 19; ..

+"He (Climaco) was moaning and blood was

(N

sassinated

a “heinous crime™ at a time when the nation had

his arch rival, Benigno Aquino. - v
The National Assembly unanlmously passed a
resolution condemning the ‘'brazen assassina-
tion,” demanding an inquiry and urging th'e
_government to find “ways and means to arrest this
chilling state of political kiliings.”’ .
Witnesses. said the left-handed gunman in a
brown shirt and slippers fled on foot after the

shooting.

gushing from his head,” said patroiman Ben
Arquiza, who helped take Climaco to a hospital 100
yards away, '

An autopay report sald tha hullet entered helow
the right ear and exlted through the left ear, The
spent shell was taken from the scens,

Authorities. sealed off downtown Zamhnanga
with troops, tanks ang personnal armored oar.
tlers, They sald four suspects had heen Arrested
but declined to glve details, ‘

Climaco was elected to Parllament In May hut

~ See CLIMACO/3A

.

Cesar C. Climaco

- Climaco —
Gortinued from 1A

. refused to give
in the national assembly.
:The head of an anti-
younger days, Climaco
candidate for senator b
proclaimed in 1972,

B S

graft team during_ his
lost three timeg as a
efore martial law was

CON N N

up his job ésfnayor and lost his seat -

As mayor, he loved to
Zamboanga on his moto
T-shirt and shorts, He sai
gasoline,

Climaco, who owned ar
requed to cut his locks that re
saying it was a protest agai
rule of Marcos, -

ride through downtown
rcycle, wearing only a
d he wanted to conserve

ubber plantation, -
ached his shoulders, -
nst the authoritarian

n his
o talk to victinis of the fire,
“There were a number of

- saw this man armed with a
- said Arquiza,

people there and they
gun shoot thev mayor,”




World Notes

THE PHILIPPINES E

Murder in Bmad Daylizht

'So commonplace is violence in the
southern Mindanao seaport of Zamboanga
City that Mayor César Climaco, 68, tallied
the killings on a billboard outside the munic-
ipal hall. The mayor, a leading critic of the
regime of President Ferdinand Marcos, last
week became such a statistic himself as he
was shot in broad daylight in the center of
town. The assassin escaped. Inevitably, g
some Filipinos blamed the killing on the
Marcos regime. During the past two months
three opposition figures in the south have
been murdered, and many suspect that Mayor Climaco
right-wing military elements were involved.

Climacohisd been a constantcriticofthe government’shuman
rightsabuses. When the President proclaimed martiallawin 1972,
he vowed not to cut his hair until “peace and democracy are re-
stored,” and his long white locks became his trademark. Marcos
condemned the murderand ordered aninvestigation by the acting
armed forces Chief of Staff Lieut. General Fidel Ramos. That did
not appease the opposition. Said former Senator Salvador Laurel:
*One by one our leaders are being killed or eliminated.” *

Yes Theay i%.re;. No They Are Not

*Chad is once again in the hands of the Chadians,” declared
an exultant French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson last week.
His claim: after a 15-month standoff in the sub-Saharan former
French colony, both Libya and France had, by mutual agree-
ment, withdrawn all their troops. But had they? “Substantial
Libyan troops remain in Chad,” snapped 1J.S, State Department
Spokesman John Hughes. “The Libyan tr uop> have comnipletely
wilhdrawn,” reiterated a piqued Jean-Micthiel Baylet, the French

' Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Countered Chad’s Presi-
dent, Hissene Habré, “The Libyanaggression hasnot ceased. That
is the truth.”

Less than 24 hours later, French President Francois
Miuterrand took off for the Greek island of Crete, and a sur-
prise summit meeting with

Libya’s: strongman, Colonel

. Muammar Gaddafi. Back in.

Paris, Mitterrand was forced

to admit that, no, the Libyans
had not completed their pull-
out and that approximately
two battalions still remained.

There seemed little doubt, as

the Paris daily Le Monde put

it, tizat the U.S. statement had

| “profoundly embarrassed the
French authorities.”

HECHET-ETo N

1

The French bid adieu to le)-'al;s

An Angry King Pulls Out

Secure behind a 750-mile-long desert wall of sand and rock,
the armed forces of King Hassan IT of Morocco have gained the
upper hand in their almost nine-year struggle with the Marxist
guerrillas of the Polisario Front for control of the 103,000-sq. -mi.

! Western Sahara, a former Spanish colony. Last week, however,
§ Morocco suffered a major diplomatic defeat. During a four-day

!
i
i
\

first time to seat the Polisario Front as a full member. An angry
Hassan responded by pulling his country out of the 0.A.U., be-

bly “a good ride with your new partner.”

with Libyan Leader Muammar Gaddafi. Three months ago, in
an effort to prevent such « decision and to end Litiyan support for ~
the Polisario Front, Hassan signed a surprise unity agreement
with Gaddafi: But his new ally proved to be no ftiend in need
only Zaire joined the Moroccan walkout.

hd

Raglv Takes Chargw..

He gently scattered his slain mother’s ashes into the thin Hi-
malayan air from the open hatch of an Indian air force transport
plane. Then Rajiv Gandhi, 40, returned to New Delhi last week
and boldly took Indira Gandhi’s place in the oak-paneled Prime
Minister’s office. His first offic:ial act was to assure his fellow citi-
zens, via nationwide radio and television, tliat he would honor his
mother’s democratic, nonaligned policies. Rajiv then confidently
called parliamentary elections for Dec. 24. One opposition candi-
date: Maneka Gandhi, 28, the widow of his younger brother San-
jay. The elections will be held in all states but Assain, where dis-
putes over the voting rights of recent immigrants have erupied,
and Punjab, which has been the scene of civil unrest.

that surfiaced most recently |
when Hindus turned upon
Sikhs following Indiru
Gandhi’s assassination, and
1o restore the integrity of

his government, which is §
riddled with corruption. }
“Mr. Clean,” as Rajiv is §
known by many support-
ers, did not waver, Said h.:
“No quarier will be given &
to the corrupt, the lazy or

‘the inefficient.” Casting Indira’s ashes to the winds
AFGHANISTAN )
The Sorrow of Parting

The scene at Kabul airport was heartrending, according to

‘police barricades, prevented from gathering their depariiag chil-
dren in a final embrace. Amid lears and anguish, earlier this
month some 370 Afghan children between the ages of seven and
nine were herded aboard a Soviet airliner. Their destination: the
Soviet Union, where for the next 15 10 20 years they will be put
through a course of political indoctrination. According to Radio
Kabul, the official voice of Afghan President Babrak Karmal’s
Soviet-backed regime, the children will be taught “Marxist-

Soviet state and the evils of imperialism.”

say that the children will join an estimated 16,000 to 20,000 Af-

ghan youngsters who have been forcibly sent to the Soviet Union
over the past four years. One Western diplomat in Islamabad,

in Afghanistan, “may have concluded that nothing short of Sovi-
etization inside the U.S.S.R. would make much of an 1deolog1cal

i summit in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa, a majority of

dent in Afghan youth.”

The decision by the (0.A.U's 50 member states must have ~
given the King second thoughis about his own new partnership -

Rajiv faces two daunting tasks: to quell the sectarian violeiice

one observer: parents and relatives were held at gunpoint behind -

Sources within the anti-Soviet Afghan resistance movement Y

the 50 states in the Organization of African Unity agreed for the 1

) coming the first member to do so in the organijzation’s 21-yearf,
1 history. The King’s sardanic parting shot was to wish the assem-

Leninist thinking, and an appreciation of the greatness of the |

o

Paklstan, says that the Soviets, faced with widespread opposition .

K4
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_BELLEVILLE-Novémber-13 started like that of any other evening with.
¢3ar F. and Sandra Climaco of Belleville readying their six children for
bed. Thén the phone rang and their world fell apart. : .

«»The 9:30 p.m. call reported that Mr. Climaco’s father, Cesar C. Climaco,

€ S
Cesar C. Climaco killed in Philipi,

T

-ather of

-had been assassinated while fighting a fire in the small town of Zam-.

Bbanga in the Philippines. He was killed by a .45-calibre handgun.
4 A description of the Killing was sketchy, said Sandra. ‘‘Ali we know is that

sbmeone ran up and shot him in the head. He was shot from behind...it was .

made to look like-a man on the street had shot him.” o
i But from the beginning, the Climaco’s had their doubt’s abouit a citizen be-

g responsible for the murder. These doubt’s were verified later in the week

with another call from a friend in New York.

= Before the.senior Climaco’s death-a hearing had been scheduled to in- -
' vestigate allegations by Cesar C. Climaco of election fraud. The call said the .

Rearing has.now been cancelled because the only witness was dead.
: »That’s why_ he was Kkilled, said Sandra. The United States su
; ﬁi’wernmento’f President Ferdinand Marcos because of the free elections. If
. ejection fraud could have been proved, the American government would

have been upset, she said. oL e _ , :
—Sandra charged, *‘while they (the U.S. government) look the other way to
murder, torture and civil rights violations, election fraud might reduce the
. {inancial and military aid.” . . - - ' :

o

" «The election fraud stems

$énior Climaco physically laid on some ballots that were to be switched. He .-
shpposedly had evidence that would have identified the perpetrators as Mar-

. €0s’ supporters,

1

i -
P,

As soon as the
o ERE

D Eartier this m |
i Earlier this. month Mayor Climaco
the fourth opposition figurz to be killed ?ne%?énh%
_ &}veeks i(tne‘ ::hi: tro icg;rils‘,land of Mindanao.

, De age of ms to the:
presidential palac{ ,attacl%ln l\&sle Areos pors

ports the .

“from’an incident several years ago when the -

death of thé'usén'i‘dr Climaco was reported, Cesar and Sandra ..

f a Filipino mayor

ptht(le)x: cri:ied enemies
In the underworld. One recent day, '
he foiled an extortion attem o poaample,
and the next day trigge
- men trucking illegally cut timber,

Fairview
sasssinate

began making plans to-go to the Philippines for the
.call told them to say home, ‘‘We were told it's too d:
" The senior Climaco has been involved with the o
law was declared in 1971. As a constant reminder, he
- cut until civil Fights were restored in the Philippine
- Since that time, he has been an outspoken oppone
dra. “Every time there was a déath or torture, he w(
Marecos telling him something was wrong.
‘Daddy was for a peaceful transition. He woul
wanted,” : .
If fate had not stepped in and stopped the senior ¢
been given the chance to speak for the people.
~He had been recently elected to the Parliment in M

.- U.S. Senate.. Cesar C. Climaco was also the mayc

I Zamboanga. o : :

The senior Climaco was a long time friend of S¢
leaders, said Saridra. -

_ “'He was the ideal Christian, If he had one coat he
had enough, he would give, even if he didn't have e
she said. . C -

“Daddy kriew he could be killed, but he said he w«

-country.,.he believed in law and order.”

, Cesar C, Climaco is survived by his wife Julpa, ar
lives in the Philippines; six children, Dr, Cesar F. of I
view Heights; Dr. Augusto of Belleville, Delora of Bc
view Heights, Lalla of Oregon; and 14 grandchildre:

In his memory a mass was said Monday evening
Church in Belleville. : :

-. Aquino, who was kidnapped and killed a year ago

I

. ~ TN ORONY \\i- ‘-.\-\,
SO NN N Y N NN

R ?neas:rwmco thﬁg ﬂlgeszit and eccentricity of - though it officially ended in 1981,
“Saturday Night mw‘;ﬁ o l:lea:ragiga: tfxuaccerss fa . President Marcos called his murder a major
Philippine city named Zamboanga yorota  plow afainst _the tranquility and decenc lf‘
An outspoken critic ‘of President Ferdinang PUPlic life, and declared he would spare no
Marcos’ rule, he had elevated misohict  o1g effort to bring his murderers to justice pRoemgg ‘
insult to a_political art, Tribune comurmary - Catholic Jaime Cardinal Sin deploed the oy
* Jonathan Broder orice deseriiny bur asp: n:’:; iggtas a loss of confidence in the judicial systerb;; :
ity Mayor "B ‘e Jrreverence of New YOrk . hands, resuling 1 s sorr o Ly, their own
- . ch very o e S, '
-political prankster Dick Tuck, all prese Opposition leaders asserted the killi '
with the subtlety of the late comedian Joh  PATLOF & pattern of lquidating Mocoer g, 128
’ ohn quidating Marcos’ foes, but

Mayor Climaco had made

t on a businessman
the arrest of two.

_ - Marcos’ poli- - As long as the Philippines is ruled b i
\ cies, he was often receiveg i President. Marcon. pery 2uthori-
Who' Joshed Bi epons e b # gpﬁeg&ehsjﬁ;::, tarians like President Marcos there will be

hich he had refused to cut in prot
! arcos’ 1972 declaration of mar{,ial elfatw,o v:ll-.,

i e e

/

“doubt whether murders lik . )
-~ are carried out rs like Nfayor Climaco's

cal assassins.

by criminal torpedoes or politi-

_ e, e N T e W
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By KA’l‘llY O'DELL
Glebe-Democrat Statf Writer

. Fearful of arrest by the government of
! President Ferdinand Marcos, two Metro-

- East doctors will not go back to the Philip-
- puws to attend the funeral of their father, '

Cesar Climaco, an outspoken Marcos crmc
who was assassinated Tuesday. ’

. Dr. Cesar Climaco of Fairview Helghts,'
mdhatamerhadapmmomhonolbmf

. death,
“ ‘It X get killed for what I’m doing, don’t

* come back,”” Dr. Chmacosaxdhisiatherv

told a family member recently.

THE ELDER CLIMACO had stopped to
vkuvmitm.sofafwewhenhewasshot-

reports from the Philippines said.
APhxlippmeiawyerandmayoronam

boanga, a city of 400,000, Climaco was rushed -
3«pohcetoDoctor’s Hospital, where he died
a single .45~caliber gunshot wound to the = *

back of the head, the reports said.

Major Gen. Delfin Castro, mﬂxtarychxefm

the rebellion-torn region, ordered a hunt for

the unidentified assailant in the city 550 =

miles south of Manila.

wzmausmmmexemandedgunman““
a shlrtandsh ﬂedon - Dr. Chmacosaxdhmfatherhadmeewed

ool

Climaco was elected to Parlmment xn:
£ay. But he refused to give up his job as -
uyorandhsthmseatmthemhonali‘-mamndphmmnmm A
- Climaco, two other sons, Julio, a lawyer, and

sembly.
THE MAYOR OWNED a rubber planta-:
. He had not cut his now shoulder-length

oks since 1973 when martial law was -

glared. It was a protest against the

v-achool clagsmate of thexr father fanuly
:abmund.

SR .:;’E"

‘ Phxhppmes

L '*"1OA ﬁ! liuuilﬁlnhz-ﬂmnmtmw 15,1m(

Sons to miss father, s funefira|

Dr. Cesar Climaco: Father i'nv
. Philippines said, ‘If I get kllled
dcn 't come back ! _

death threats for the last five years, ap-:
~ parently related to lus vocal antl-Mareos
sentiments,

AlsohvmgmtbeFamewHexghtsarea

Erwin, and a daughter, Delora Climaco.
Ancther daughter, Lala. JVnght hvea in.

- QOregon,
thoritarian rule of Marcos, a former: -

THEIR MOTHER, Juha, lives in the
Erwmnsexpectedtoleqvehmhmtha-

g;._whatthexrmtenhonsm,"hesaxd , -
. Hesaxdhxsfatherwastheonlypubhcof-~'. ,
- ficial in the Philippines who openly said - |

.a very dynamic person. He criticized anyone -
e feels is wrong. He's very aggressiveqnd
: _very compassionate,” : -

' Fairview Heagm home Thursday to return
to the Philippines and join other family " |'

5 ButCesarandAugustowillstaybehmd »
" “I've not been able to go back for ten years..

. now,” Cesar Climaco said. “Right now, with

my father gone, I don’t have the urge to go - ¢
backanymore ,
He said arrest orders might be waiting at -

.'theairpoztforheandhmolderhmther

Augusto becausad theirknownan&Mareos

TKE FAMILY HAS received telephone' '

" ealls warning them not to return, according - |
'_toSandraChmaco,CesarChmacoswue :

-Climaco does not believe his mother or

. brothers in the Philippines are in danger

now. “I was told last night our bouse was -

; stmmdedby soldiers,’! besaid.

‘He said officials are calling to offer =

;- assistance in getting family members hack
,*inthePhxhppmesfortheflmeral :

" “Pm not going back because I'm not sure - 5

Mareoshadahandintheslayingofop- =
MlﬁonleaderBeni@OAqmno

“THEY HAD A BIG political fight with

Maroos" he said, with the president even }
appearing on local televisxon toopposehxs
~father's election, - :
Descnbmg his parents as “upper-middle

class,” Cesar Climaco said his father “was

(Some information for. this story W88
slq»pbedbyvmtedﬂvesslntemamnal

SRR
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Tles Marcos
To Klllmg

By Martha Shirk

#- Of the Post-Dispatch Staft

. The Belleyille area relatives of a
- Filipino political leader who was
= killed’ Wednesday say they are
-~ convinced that President Ferdinand

-7 E.Marcos engineered the Killing,

" “We all believe that Marcos had
- something to-do with it,” said Dr,
Augusto Climaco, a son of Cesar
Climaco. “We expected that our father

" would be killed long ago. I'm only glad
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7+ government.

.- that Marcos allowed him to live as
* long as he did. He was at least allowed
+ 'to help people for all those years.”

Cesar Climaco was shot and killed
: Wednesday (Tuesday St. Louis time)
. by a man who had used a ruse to

2

- 68, was the mayor of Zamboanga City,

* which has a population of about

* 400,000 and is 540 miles southeast or,

Mayor Cllmaco had been a

'y longtime critic of Marcos’
, He had urged his-
& children to settle in the United States |
- 4. because of Marcos’
- martial law 12 years ago. Four of his }
*+ . 8ix children and his wife live in the

imposltion - of

- Belleville area. His wife, Dulpha, was

,t_lme of the shooting. -

- in the Philippines tending to~ a

~. business.

“It appears that my rather spent

. part of the day helping fight a fire,”

- Dr. Climaco said. “You have to

- understand that he was not only the:
.~ ‘mayor: Being the mayor, for him,_

- meant being social worker,
policeman, tireman. He was wherever
. he had to be when there was trouble.

“After he helped put out the fire, he

- went back to his office. But someone

. called him and told him the fire had

- restarted. So he ‘jumped on
- motorcycle and sped back to the-

- his

---scene. There was no fire, but:|
" somebody was waiting for him.”

Dr. Climaco said his father haq
been a popular figure in he clty -

“* summon him from his office. Climaco,

- in the Philippines vnsltmg him atthe ¥

Dr. Climaco said that most of the |
" family’s information about the-killing |
. had come from a brother, Julio, who is
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- v, that, because he was a very private |
. person. He wanted to be buried on the
» same day he died. But the people
wouldn't allow-it. They all ‘want to -

cannot make any decision about what

. their hands.” -

d ¢

-~ message of condolence as “rather
'~ flattering comments from a person.
Y. who ordered his killing.” Marcos
~ jssued a statement - calling Mayor -

f ‘courage, ability and prestige.”

. just trying to convince people that-he -

.

‘> his father when -his father visited
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,‘, knew it was just a" matter of time
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" “He was really loved,” he said. “All '
the schools and businesses are closed
down today. He wouldn’t have wanted

. view his remains. My brother said he"

- to do. The people. have taken It lnto

PN

Dr. Climaco described Marcos’

- Climaco a “leader - of exceptlonal

. “He made similar statements when
* Benigno Aquino was killed, and my
* father believed he was responsible for
_ that killing,” Dr. Climaco said. “He is {

- had nothing to do with it.”
Dr. Climaco said he had last seen
b Belleville 3% years ago.

-“He mentioned when he was here
then that we might not see each other |
again,” Dr. Climaco said. “He was very
much a thorn in Marcos’ side. He

" before they killed him.

“I regret that my father will not live
. to see the dawn of freedom tn the
Philippines.”

Dr. Climaco came to the United
States about 20 years ago to train as a
neurosurgeon. When he finished
- training in 1973, he wanted to go back.
“But my father wrote and said don't
-come back,” he said. “I have children,
‘and my father wanted them to be
free.”

- The late rnayor’s other children are
Cesar, a general surgeon, Delora, and.
. Julio, all of the Belleville area; Erwin,;

- who lives in the Philippines; and laln
Wright, who lives in Oregon Hehas 14
grandchildren llvlng the Unlted

States. .

. His son, Cesar was an unsuccemlul

- «candidate for St. Clair County coraner

in March. Cesar's wife, Sandra, has
twice been an unsuccesstul candidate:
for the Democratic nomination for the
. seat held by U.S. Rep. Mel Price, D-:
»./East St. Louis. She also spearheaded a
Npetltmn drive to require a vote in St.”
.. Clair County last week on three tax cut*
proposals The proposals were turned’
d by voters. !
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.+/AS>With another great . Filipino . leader,

Ay

e =To all ‘but a handful of people in St. Louis,”
Cesar Climaco was not a household name.
Z+Befilgno - Aquino,

it :has . taken the

- 7 #é§fissimation of Mr. Climaco, mayor of

ot Zamboahga City, to° put his name in the

” 'Marcos was not that of a new convert who -
niy saw the light when public, widespread
" ~outrage over Sen. Aquino’s killing made
. L=opposition fashionable,-The extent and

NQ;&.

,, ..heaglines and to bring the _wayward public

-eye-once.again to. focus on his freedom-

' ’“torsaken land, the Philippines. !

e “Mayor Climaco’s opposition to President

vehemence of his love for freedom could be

~'¢néasured in the length of his hair, uncut .

yitsis

since 1972, the year Mr. Marcos declared

s artial law,. At that time, Mayor Climaco

e

vowed not to trim his. locks until full
democracy was restored in his country — a

time that Mr. Climaca sadly did not live to
* see. For 14 years, he was a thorn in the flesh
. of M. Marcos, chastising him in telegrams
--to-ffie presidential palace sent almost daily

and berating the repressive Marcos

government in television - documentaries

and interviews freely granted to
- representatives .of the international and .

_national press. .
1§ 1s premature to read into Mr
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A Death In T he thlzppmes
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Climaco’s assassination the hand of his

. natural political enemy — but the weight of

many developments in recent weeks makes
it naive to dismiss outright the suggestion

- that government forces may have had a
-part in hig death, First, and most important,
- is the report of the majority of the Agrava

Commission, which found. -high-level

- military complicity in the kiling of Sen.

Aquino. Then, too, are mounting concerns,
voiced forcefully im a joint pastoral letter of
the -Catholic Bishops’ in the Philippines, |
‘over the Marcos government’s appointment |’
of “secret - marshals” charged with
discouraging growing political and military
opposition. The recent and still unsolved
killing of three other opposition leaders in

‘Mr. Climaco’s embattled region of
-Mindéanao only add to concerns that the

government feels unencumbered by
respect for human rights and civil liberties
in its efforts to stifle dissent. , Lo
Like an untended wound left to fester :
the problem of repression in the
Philippines has not improved for being
neglected. Mr. Climaco has.now been
silenced, but his voice, raised so loudly and
long in the cause of freedom, will continue .

. -to echo in his homeland until democracy is
restored and human dlgmty regained
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_ Local family speaks out

. Of the News-Democrat
Cigmm -l- Bellevy

: o not plan to attend his father’

10 the Philippines for fear he, too, will .gesl?i]l'll:;?l

Climaco's father, Cesar i '
nated carie C. Climaco, 68, was

n Zamboanga, thes
was mayor.

Climacolearned of the assassinati i '
» . , onof hisfather.
about 9:30 p.m. Tuesday. The news came from h?;
sister Delora, also of Belleville. She had been
telephoned by an uncle in the Philippines. '

Climaco said hig father, a leading opronent of

Philippines President
received threats tm;r:t Ferdinand Marcos, had

past nvg years but took no precautions,

"He did not want to risk the life of g b ‘
) . od "
(;hmaco said of his father. His father onceytgol;s 'l'ﬂ;n
i anybody wanted to kil] him, they could do it

~ See FAMILY/3A

By DOUGLAS L. DENNISON

Family -

ille physician Cesar F,

ednesday (Philippines time)
mall Phil_ippines city where hg ‘

military generals for the -

6ontinued from 1A

whether or not he had a bodyguard. , B
Climaco, 42, said he hasn’t seen his father since
1981, when the father visited his sons and other

~ relatives in Belleville.

Climacosaid his father had planned another visit
last summer, but his workload prevented the trip.

Climaco’s wife, Sandra Climaco, said she and -
her husband would not go to the elder Climaco’s
funeral, scheduled for Sunday in the Philippines.
She told family friends her husband had been
warned he could be killed it he attended the
service, : ) , g
-“Sandra Climaco said she and her husband
received a letter Wednesday, written by a Filipino
relative before the assassination, saying the
situation in the islands was increasingly dange- -
réus. The letter said the number of unnecessary

. arrestsand beatings has escalated in recent weeks.

=Sandra Climaco said 'such actions. have been

. ¢emmon since Marcos declared martial law in

1972, She said ‘he had served eight years as.

~_ presidentand was ineligible to serve another term,

so-he declared martial law to remain in power. -
~-Climace had just finished medical school in 1970 -
af the University of the Philippines when his father

- tgld him it would be best.for him to pursue his

medical education in the United States. He did soin

Baltimore, where he met and married Sandra.
They returned to the Philippines in August 1972,

one month before martial law was declared. .

" Soon after the declaration, Climaco returned

home one night from a stormy town meeting.

Events at the meeting made him question the
future of the country and of his family’s life there.

“He said he didn’t want our second child to be
born a citizen of the Philippines,’” Sandra Climaco
said. "He asked me, ‘Can you leave? Can you
travel?' I said I could.”

Climaco took his wife and their 11-month-old
daughter to Manila, where they obtained pas-
sports, visas and tax and police clearances. They

were out of the Philippines within two days with no

1dea of where to go.” - .

The Climacos stayed at his brother Augusto’s
house in Chicago, then lived in Baltimore for a
year. After that, they moved to Belleville."

Augusto Climaco, a neurosurgean, had moved
here while Cesar and Sandra Climaco were in
Baitimore. -

Sandra Climaco said flagrant human rights .

violations in the Philippines partly were respon-

sible for her and her husband’s political activity in

the US.

/’/;;f, ///

the abortion issue, which they viewed as a human

- rights violation. It was followed by opposition to

registration of handguns, which she said preceded

_ the declaration of martial law in the Philippines.

Small-scale political involvement soon led to
complete involvement, she said. '

Climaco has provided free medical service to-

local people who couldn’t. otherwise afford
treatment. ‘ . '

The Climacos this year led a drive for a refe-
rendum calling for a 25 percent reduction of tax
levies in three St. Clair County funds. That plan

was rejected by voters last Tuesday. -

Onabroader scale, Sandra Climaco said the U.S.

. government provides about $50 million a year in

financial and military aid to the Marcos govern-
ment. “We would like that aid stopped,” she said.
*‘Most of the Filipinos in the U.S. would like that
aid stopped.” : »

She said the Philippine government should at
least be chastised for its human rights violations.
She called the kidnapping and murdering of collge
students a common occurrence in the Philippines.

“Fm just glad that my father-in-law was not
tortured,” as is common with opponnents of the
Marcos regime, she said. -~ :

‘Sandra ClimacB safd thelr écti(rit&. began WIE;]- -






























































































































