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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 27, 1985

Dr. Woolson W. Doane
1265 Ruffner Road
Niskayana, NY 12309

Dear Dr. Doane:

I have been asked to respond to your August 27 letter to
President Reagan suggesting that the U.S. Government invite
General Secretary Gorbachev and his wife to meet with Mrs.
Reagan and the family of Samantha Smith.

Although we find your suggestion interesting and share your
desire to enhance peaceful relations between our country and
the Soviet Union, we believe it would be impractical to extend
such an invitation at this time.

Both we and the Soviet Union are now involved in extensive
preparations for the November meeting in Geneva between
President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev. Arranging a
meeting of the kind you suggest would seriously interfere with
our preparations for the November meeting. We believe that the
cause of peace would best be served by sitting down with Soviet
officials to map an agenda for our future relations. This is
what we hope to do in Geneva.

Thank you for taking the time to share your views with us.
We do appreciate hearing them. If we can be of further
assistance in this or any matter, do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Louis D. Sell
Deputy Director for Bilateral Relations
Office of Soviet Union Affairs
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

SEPTEMBER 18, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 345381

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED AUGUST 27, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: DR. WOOLSON W. DOANE

1265 RUFFNER ROAD
NISKAYANA NY 12309

SUBJECT: SUGGESTION THAT PRESIDENT INVITE GORBACHEVS
TO MEET FAMILY OF SAMANTHA SMITH WITH
MRS. REAGAN

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL ~- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE












