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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 30, 1981 

Dear Senator Gunther: 

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1981 to the President 
recommending the Honorable Ellen Bree Burns to fill the 
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States created by 
the announcement of the retirement of Associate Justice 
Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his 
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for 
the position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
the President regarding this important appointment and 
bringing the outstanding attributes of Ellen Burns to his 
attention. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ~ ~---=--
Fred F. Fielding ~ 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable George L. Gunther, N.D. 
Senate Minority Leader 
State of Connecticut 
Senate 
State Capitol 
Hartford, Connecticut 06115 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SENATE 

STATE CAPITOL 
HARTFORD 06115 

SENATOR GEORGE L. GUNTHER, N.D. 
MINORITY LEADER 

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT 

890 JUDSON PLACE 
STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 06497 

June 22, 1981 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

029890 

/ 

I am pleased to submit, for your consideration, the name of United 
States District Judge Ellen Bree Burns of Connecticut who I believe 
would make an outstanding successor to Mr. Justice Stewart. 

Judge Burns is a graduate of Albertus Magnus College (1944) and Yale 
Law School (1947) and has served on the state and federal bench since 
1973. Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Burns served as 
Director of Legislative Legal Services, the General Assembly's top 
non-partisan legal position. 

During her years with the General Assembly, I frequently had the 
opportunity to work closely with Ellen Burns and was impressed by 
her knowledge of--and devotion to--the law. Even more impressive 
her unfailing fairness and objectivity, which won her the respect of 
Democrats and Republicans alike. 

I think that it is interesting to note that Judge Burns was first 
named to the state bench by Governor Thomas J. Meskill, a conservative 
Republican; promoted to the Superior Court (the first woman to ever 
sit on that court) by Governor Ella T. Grasso, a liberal Democrat; 
and named to the f ederal bench by President Carter. I think that 
this widespread acceptance of Judge Burn's credentials speaks well 
of her judicial performance. 



Mr. President -2- June 22, 1981 

I believe that a review of Judge Burns' record will reveal that she 
is a judge's judge, a good "umpire" who decides cases on the facts 
and law before her and doesn't reach out for issues which aren't 
there. I doubt that anyone reading her decisions could tell whether 
she is male or female, black or white, Republican or Democrat; in 
short, she seems to be just the kind of judge that you have said you 
are looking for. 

Please let me know if you need any further information. 
/ 

/?~~ ,,· 
George L. Gu her, N.D. 

GLG/ld 
cc: Attorney General 



\ 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

BURNS, Ellen Bree 
355 River Road, Hamden, Connecticut 06518 (203) 248-4041 

Born: December 13, 1923, New Haven, Connecticut 
Father: Vincent T. Bree (deceased) 
Mother: Mildred Bannon Bree 

Married: Joseph P. Burns (U. Notre Dame, B.A., M.A.) 10/8/55 
Children: 

Education: 

Mary Ellen, bd Mar. l, 1957 
Joseph Bree, bd Mar. 6, 1960 
Kevin James, bd Mar. 18, 1961 

Graduate: Hamden High School, 1941 (High Honors) 
Albertus Magnus College, .B.A., Sept., 1944 

. . ( Summa cum laude) 
Yale Law School, LLB, June, 1947 

Professional Activity: Admitted Connecticut Bar, July, 1947 

Special Assistant, Commission to Revise the Connecticut 
General Statutes, August, 1947 - December, 1948 

Legal Staff: Legislative Commissioners' Office, 
·January, 1949 - September, 197 3. Resigned as 
Director of Legislative Legal Services 

Judge of Circuit Court by nomination of Governor 
Thomas J. Meskill, October 1, 1973 

Judge of Court of Common Pleas by nomination of 
Governor Meskill, December 31, 1974 

Judge of Superior Court by nomination of Governor . 
Ella T. Grasso, April 23, 1976 (First woman so named) 

Judge, United States District Court, District of Connecticut, 
by appointment of President Jimmy Carter, 
May 17, 1978 (First woman so named in District) 

Member: Governor's Commission to Revise the Election Laws, 
1972-1973 

Archdiocesan School Board, 1971-1976 
Commission to Study Parole Evaluation Techniques 

and the Rehabilitation of Correctional 
Institution Inmates, 1974-1975 

Commission on Court Reorganization, 1974-1975 
State Law Library Advisory Board, 1977-1978 
Commission on the Legal Profession, CBA, 

1978-1979 
New Haven County Bar Association; American 

Bar Association 
rican Bar Foundation 
Fellow, Yale Law School, 1974-1975 



( ' • I 

Honors: 

Awards: 

Trustee, 

Honorary Doctor of Laws, Albertus Magnus College, 1974 
Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of New Haven, 1981 
Honorary member, Phi Delta Phi, Ellen Bree Burns Inn, -

University of Bridgeport Law Schop1, 1980 

Distinguished Alumna Award, Albertus Magnus Alumnae 
.Association, 1971 . 

Connecticut Bar Association Award for Service to Bar 
and Legislature, 1971 

John Carroll of Carrollton Award for 1973, · . 
John Barry Assembly, Knights of Col°umbus 

Honorary mem};)er., Delta Kappa Gamma, · International, 197·9 
Judiciary Award, Connecticut Trial Lawyers 

Associationi 197~ 
Connecticut Federation of Business and Professional 

Women's Clubs, . Inc., Woman of th.e Year Award; 1979 
Fairfield University, 1979 -

I ·. ., ~ :. 



DR. GEORGE L. GUNTHER 
TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT 

890 JUDSON PLACE 

STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 06497 

Jmie 22, 1981 

To: Senator Gmither 

Fran: Phil Smith a 

'\ 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

SENATE 
STATE CAPITOL 

HARTFORD 06115 

Re: Judge Ellen Bree Burns 

You asked for sare backgretmd material on Judge Elleh B. Burns 
judicial career. 

Judge Burns has been on the state and federal bench since October 
1, 1973, prior to which she was Director of Legislative Legal Services, 
the top staff job in the Legislative Corrrnissioner's office. 

Governor Themas J • .Meskill appointed her to the old Circuit Court, 
on an interi..rn basis, in 1973. She was naninated for a -full four 
year tenn the follo.ving year and the appointment was approved by 
the House and Senate. The vote was 32-0 in the Senate and 129-2 
in the House of Representatives. When the Circuit Court and the 
Court of Ccmnan Pleas were nerged, Judge Burns was named to the 
new court (Senate vote 26-0; House vote 77.-3). 

In 1976, Governor Ella T. Grasso nominated her for the Superior 
Court. She was approved by the General Assembly (Senate vote 30-0; 
House vote 110-6) and becarre the first wanan to ever take a seat 
on that court. She resigned fran the Superior Court in order to 
accept an appointment to the United States District Court for the 
District of Connecticut. 

Journal excerpts, conmittee and floor transcripts and votes on each 
of Judge Bunls' naninations are attached. However, it should be noted 
t.l'lat until 1976 all of the Judiciary Carmi ttee' s hearings and 
meetings on judicial naninations were closed to t.'1e public and no 
transcripts were made. As a result t.here is only one public hearing 
transcript concerning Judge Burns. Likewise, prior to 1977 all votes 
on judicial nani.nations were taken by secret ballot. So, only the final 
total on each of Judge Burns' naninq.tions is available. 



~--• 

\ 

S,tatl' 11f (Cuuurrtirut 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

STATE CAPITOL 

HARTFORD , CONNECTICUT 0611!1 

PRCX:EEDlNGS 

of the 

SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

on the 

JUDICIAL N'.MINATICNS OF ELLEN BREE BURNS 



- r 

CIRCUIT COURT, 1974 



... 

HOUSE CF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 13, 1974 



rebruar 7 13, 1974] JOOR UL 01 TH! BOOS! 

{ __ e. J .r No. 17 IIESOLOTIOI COIIFIRIUIG THE WOftilllTION OP 
~ORN!? ELL~• B._ B~RIS TO BE l JODG! or THE CIRCUIT COORT. 

Tbe resolution was explained by Rep. Preedaan of tbe 135th 
who ao,ed its adoption. 

Tbe resolution was discussed by Reps. ljello of tbe 104th, 
l itter of the 6th, Ste, ns of the 119th, Padula of the 139th, Beck 
of the 54tb and Osler of tbe 150th. 

fbe Speaker ordered the ,ote be taken by secret roll call. 

Tll• following is t .he result of the ,ote: 

Total Nuaber Voting •• 
Necessary for adoption •• 

rbose ,oting Yea • ••• 
rhose ,oting Nay • ••• 
&bsent and Not Voting • 

••• 131 
66 

• • • • • 129 
2 

• • • • • 19 

OD the roll call ,ote the resolution vas adopted. 

H.J. !fo. 18 RESOLUTION CONFl8"111G THE IIOIHlllTIO!f OF 
lTTOBNEY BARRY R. SCHILLER TO BE A JUDGE OP THE CIRCUIT COURT. 

The resolution was explained by Rep. lrgazzi of the 30th who 
10,ed its adoption. 

The resolution was discussed bJ Reps. Brovn of the 86th, 
c1ark of the 102nd, Geno,esi of the 12th, Churchill of the 100th 
ud 11ahoney of the 13th. 

Th• speaker ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 

Th• following is tbe result of the ,ote: 

••• 132 
• ••• 67 
• .125 

7 

Total Nu ■ber Voting •• 
Necessary for adoption •• 

Those toting Yea • •• 
Those ,oting Nay • ••• 
Absent and Not Voting. • • • • • 18 

OI the roll call vote the resolution was adopted. 

LIQUOR CONTROL. substitute for e. 8. No. 5015 (COIIII) (File 
10• 1) AM lCT CONCBRIIING P'E!S POR lPPLIClTIOlfS FOB UII LIQUOR 
PBIIIITS &ND FOR SUBSTITUTIOI OP PBRIIITT!ES. 

The bill was explained by Rep. llenz of tbe 134th. 
The bill vas discussed by Rep. Pearson of tbe 121st. 

Tb• speaker ordered the vote be taken by roll call. 

Tk• following is the result of the tote: 

Total Nu ■ber Voting •• 
Becessary for Passage • •• 

Those Voting tea • ••• 
r hose Voting lay • ••• 
Absent and llot Voting. 

roll call ,ote the bill passed. 

-89-

• 135 
0 

• • 15 

• 135 
• 68 



,objection to waiving the list of bills and having them 

printed int, . Jopr ~~ r ~s rr p es~ ed. nW' thput 1ob~~ctio, it S p S dered 

TE H~ Kt 
" assagf' of th<> R l1.1tion. 

!Hf ~PE~·r.:r,Report from the Department of Transportation on The Connecticut 

Mast r Transp r ; · n Plan. doptitn 'Jt ,1,,u:::.P i'u1•1t K1•SrJlution No, 17. Will 

~~ESP.~• 

rR • rn ~.ED tA. rred ; to the committee on Transportation. 

THE CLERK: :r . Spea1'er, i1n o t ·.n thi.· Chamh"' !1 1 •,i>i- td th legislatur 

r Qn. ·•cLa· m .:,tha er,e 

the las, giv: permi , io ,,,to e s .ast c,s~~si n. ~·k in the Le~ielat've 

THE .SPEAKER& 01 ! C 

,.,,'a.1 s~r·v1, efer ,. .<1 . t:o . he f comro · t-ee.1p ov,~ent1,.iAdmin · ,r tion a{ld oltcy. 

THE CLERl(a r> :iri• C'W of .. 11:•r who i 11 some w iy have 1 • PP tou hPd 

Insw 1 , ce ,a~ >R~a 1E;_stat ; 1y ur 

on L\qu,o Co tr , 1. 1 It• , a ,technic,a e;r: .qr . .. ,l f r iY.OU would · sth make 

correc;tion in ,yo l;' ile. ~J,tll in lt (,.,·r o! la.t. v.·r L th. Circuit Court, 

. , ~ • - We wi :I_. ~.et urn to . e talend ~ < !11.tPag~ 3~ omi at:iJ>ns 

Hous q_ 1 nda~ , <?,. 11 Re ol~tiio 

ijomina~ioZ?, _of Attorney Ellen B. Burns to be a Judge of the Circuit Cour t, 

0 t 

cur~ains. Wi,11, the. m~ssengers ,ple~se o_lo,se the 1 cut;ta' 
' 

)1t It~ ow to do wh t 

: u, \ l J J • i r !l. 

:·11 :, • ., ;rhe me s sengers on the right side of the hall please close the 

curtains . W i 11 ; , • t'( ·~.\; ' 

2 

jh 



Wednesd y 13., 197 

MR. EREEDMANl 135th): 

Mr . S er, I mov, accep ance 

r eport" n.d passage>f>fy tlhe. }lesolut'on. nf fH?O}.)lt> con,( and ,o, both s 

THE· SPEAKER 11 -iturei a:HI aff and r wu.d say th t ,lurin~ 'TIY time h re Mrs. 

i 

you remar 1 . 1 , 
, -~. • ,_ 1 eg1.s at vc pror: •::,s. Sh i a pen-on ,_,r so m ny bi lit ies an 

ult to 1t lo Uf' them 

·· t 1· c 1 Mr "h r .>,1 • J 4 , '" 
tis 

d. O..; 

as lo 
't. ~ , 

d ga p at 
~ lJ 

Lega}- ,Service,s • r, her l ~re w 1 s on1o~r a 

mark. 
' ' 

Th.er f_ ~ar~ f e f s ~ w o ·n som i d t•, ,1 I' l t \ .:, • t· 

all in ; ~,o t· p riod 0 
.. . 
t\me. 

s 
't go-1 an1 

00 s::1 t oda <.. I l I 

n 
I 

M 

ptl 

hr . 

Ther e .. r ,e1 if r w connected with t he gener al assembly who are unaware of the many 

hours she h~~ spe. 1 h,e pf pg to._ this body what it i s tod y. I know her 

as a gpod, s,y1al and true f riend but she is certainly much much mor • · he is 

me and ~ · nc eh 
w \.. ' 'r • 

have1 • l: 

ion, f ~ an and t 
J I 1l'X. 

Will ser e 
• • \/'> 5 t • ' lii>v" r.:i.- • ,t. wt ') rar •d that <:h" h • 

One al note, sir . 
J • t.:' t t. It-

ample • . We w;i ~ 1 

is n eces,s_a1:.r, w~e.!1 ·~-' is .n;ece~s, Y \ 1 1 rg J p~f at.i,on , 
·•CT1 ·tlOl, 

TH,E SPEAKER I 1 • , 1 ) 

.Wi 11 y;to\l remar. f urthe o,n 
, l 

?P, ?, of th esol t i on?u 1 , e i u, .,e 1t m ure 

'h 

e 



MR.'A.1ELLO (10 ' , ,1 nly 1t' _v will •ci•:, in t!.f' r,· ,.1·J.. 

,I' I,. '' iii s ppd ' t 1-1dF 1this n mi a n r- d fhaving < een 

co e and1 emb 

of' the' legi' Tatu 
, . 

and st f and tr WO ltf sa I' hat 1..i· ,t . 1bl V b t . \,l hout For uuring my ime ere rs. 

u~ w r h v C'l 11 thcc .• rp wLr!t 1.·11<'n .Bm -,, w kn he 
Burns has come as close as any one individual can to being n indispensa e 

1 1w ' 1 o to "1 '> rt -1, 1 t n t1k 11 w1 11 •1 out t p • •in ue 
part of the legislative process. She is a person of so many abilities an 

.!·•oc ,,h h-;• ·hu1111o~ta,t "h r . 1in o th 
talents, it is difficu1t to cata ogue them all in a short perio of time. My 

-J 'r W i I n ~ t r O l ... Ot 11 t. f rt Lat i. 0 , 
own reaction, which I have told her about since when I learned that she had 

T ic; 1, 1 1 ,> • LC i~c• h r1• <11 l sJ.ea.k tn Pr be f 
been appointed to the bench, was one of dismay, not for hers ke but for ours. 

, t •t, _t n ·e la1 vill.•fl,·tt feel1n 
She was one of the finest draftsmen, one of the most able lawyers and one of the 
I •1 r •• 11 °·1 !'1•r:1 • 1 '\IL ry m, mt.,e of t is ~.o te. 
finest people that that it's been my privi ege to know and . I'm sure that sh •1 

.. ~ ' 
bring all of these qualities to the bench and that the State of Connecticut 

; 1 I , i, rt ht o 1 a l0p 1 1 1 , n • 1e 
will be better off for it although this legislature wil 

1 ti ·)r? r ot , 
miss her sor y, 

n ' 

THE SPEAKER. I 
,-/0.J' • 1 l 'J.' _ t,, , ·h, r •,11 

( ' ' l ) : 
Will you remark further? 

MR, RITTER 
~ • J,i ,,. ( 1 1~ ·, t ln hPrfl :-:ixti..0 l'n Yl'arn and 1 hav. 

(6th) I orke ver 

h , , J t 1 ,l }' l ,o i < ( .,; o i n -, o t., i r• e , 
Mr. Speaker, 'r attended law school wi'th ~Hen . e were classmate 

, 1 .b • t • , c • , ti h ]('., s;h, t r " lb , ITI n t 
for three years. She was then and through the years is now as fine a person 

• l ' - I h ( l I IJ 

as I've ever worked with, She not 
j c1 we c••rt , n 1 w J l l mL.. • 
only has the sills of the draftsman, sh 

l .. ( 1.. ) • 

has the concer n of any warm, intelligent, wellbred p rson and being wellbred 
' ·. ~'le k r. i n • of t e 1 ,. o b < 

in her case was to have parents who cared that she be exposed the 

"' · • , ,. ~o ~-rr1t ha c ial ., 
facts of life; that she earn her way; that she be invo ved in 

I l ' I bu a • . J f'lll l but 
community . I think that our Governor 1s to be commended for having 

1 , • , .. ndou! c r o t> 1ul"'e l , l t j • • 
such a person and I'm pleased to support fully th s nominatlon, 

1 • r 1 , f ne jt., 1 , 1 and p to ..:1 y 
MR, STEVENS (119th)1 . 

' I I 1 l It • 1 f , , i 1· 0 11 O t> c t i r d r , r p 

Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that all members of the House and 

l 
of her 

ct d 

ec-

1. 'l 
m sure 



Wedne-Sd 
U,,.. 

, ., 71. 

' e ruar 13', 97 

· todayj 1 'v ,1 p ()I 1 b t hP 

f 
the Senate sub e i l" join i rem rks at ar e ng made on 

the floor of1this Hou· e today ab u 1 Ellen1 'Burns . Rarely has there been an 

appointment r to the bench in Connecticut's history which has met with such wide-
. 

spread acclai'lll, n t only 4 frotn within1 he J 1 nera'J.'. assernb 0 but without. For 

those of ~tis Twho h e served in the legislature with Ellen Burns, we know the 

quality she brin rth . b nch . and tJl think < s will' •out to be a unique 

judge because she h s played csuch an important part in the drafting of the 

laws that will com befor hr< or .interpretation. 

~- ' ', '"EI1 1ltl deed a pleasure to rise here and speak in her behalf and 

I amhopef ul that the1 vote taken here today ' 1i1· r flee c 

felt for. llen Bur ns by every member of this House. 

wa 

THE SPEAKERf y,'oulu the tic•nt J.er, n from th• 13~1 h - e to r •~pond? 

FP . ). I :Wi ryou emark further on adoption of the resolution? 

i f all members1 -would pleas · tak t'h i seats., 

MR • .PADULA (11139tl:i) s 

Mr •• SP,eaker, I ,have, en here· sixt en"yea s 

eelings 

If not, 

closely ~itb ,this soi uished ,la'tl ; who •iis now go·1ng h- eneral 

of the •• • lub. 1 She has charm, she has t act, she has a razorb l ade mind, she 

is a credit to where she is going and we certainly will miss her. 

MRS. BECK (54th)J /Ou t, • ;.1 J urtt. ,·1 .• • 1 n. 1,1 1 e Resolution'? rt not, 

I ,: , , . Mr. 1Spea er. from hi st e O'f t h ,onbhlti 

legislators, , we tlo , want to say bh ~ . e e esp ciaHy pro 

was selected, not b cause sh •s female, but~ c use of 

ability,her tremendous capacit¥ to produce Y islation nd o 

tive and very fine judgment at al1 times and w . db wts tb 

of, our hearts t hat1 no . one in, the State of ,aot1n cd .. dut: ·mor "l d 

y 

dj l 



F~bruary 13, 1974 

B rns and we are extremely and deeply proud that she 
,e oµc • 

) sin the judicial system. 

THE SPEAKER• ,rr . Speak_; reg C full" tbe , HP ,~Pnt1 en in the C 

e 1 from the 65th have a question? 
who T don ' t U ' .~ hPT'f• t> tht-'l . I Jvr. , l.1ke O inr:onvenience h 

~- - BONNETT! (65th)I 

,·!i"' c;p C:AKER; Mr, Speaker, a quest ion to you to Mr. Freedman, 

THE SPEAKER 1l'hank you fo1 c•;d 1 ing j t 1t o my at t, ut ion . Would t hP. me bers of 

~ ur, uestion .. ~ 
Y i • ' f:dl ' !• Lf"a::, I 01111'> r-o th(! we1 l (1f the• HO\:lse 

es. . 
o. 17 • · The 

T~E SPP.~ ~• fl opr,n. E•1 erynne v-rn.-,•7 Th(• m.1rh1'1<> is dns<>d , the 

, , ·,., ~ t· i 11 ,Would the gentleman from the 135th care to respond? 

MR. 1FREEDMAN (135th) I 
~ l J " 

.. r svv· n... e affirmative. 
J I • • • f • • ~ • • • W • t • t • • t " t t •••• • . • • • • e W • 13 

MRS. OSLER (r,leSbt:' ·,1 y fo1 dop.., .Lnn. •. • • • • • • • • • • •. • • .• • • • • • • •. •. • • 
,h p.r yr,t l&f 

This--. ,,-:,tinf •••·•·•·•·••o·• ·· 
Mr. Sp,e*~ · ,¥ .a t i8:1'1 rt•~I!-r;E;~~n.t.'!~1.'":e 1. om this side of the ·aisle, 

I , am,:y~~ ,rhappy that Ellen Burns·:has been nominated and I feel she will make 

an excellentq ·:udge, l!!':l<·n S.J_QOP-:r~n. 

THE SPEA~I (1 ;'-1 h): 

ontion of 1the t 
'f ... : l lf' [ l \ -> 

solut"on? f not, 
, 1E- 1ate r s 1Lt-

wouldth~ Clerk please announc ~n the outside speaker an immediate roll call 

,in the ha~l. Will all members please take their seats, non-members come to 

e 
0 

come . to the wel~ inc~~ding th~~ ~ , be~s e_f ~t~e pre,~s. 0All~n n~memb~rs and ~il 

staff~plea~e 19ome to the well. Messengers refrain from passing out things 

unti~ -~ter the vote. Question is on adoption of House Joint Resolution No. 

6 



Wedn~sd 

17 • The macht i11 b. open.t .:ilenda.r, P:1,•1• i ot · h• , .ilPndar , C;\lendar 

J...9.!l ~Q,_ !L He~nlutio:1 C<>1 Lir .inr~ the ornin tion 

·., ~rr ncy 1:H.r r.Rspeak l PTegretfullyJt er · a e' ~n r t 

:, ho · Ur b' here either. I don• t 1 ike to inconvenience 

but-~ 'GAZZJ (30t h) a 

THE SPEAKERa"' ... . Speaker, 1 move for ado~Lil')n of the Re~ol to. 

:~,E !.:>I EAKER I Thank you for calling it to my attention. Would the members 

the press, th ' g·eh emen ' n· tn rear f Iii 

during·· He1 vote. 

'e oin tb -- th • HO S 

bn is on adoption of House Joint Resolution No. 17. The 

machine wi 11~ o '•en. 1-' 'E ·ryone tee!? r h1 ~ rnachin ' 1 ld ed,1 t 

THE: CLERKa s :m , 1dt>r ->,1 a '•;c1~ <• er•d at L c-n<l~:1 Yal£> L iW S~hoo .• lh~ has ~, .en on 

•ar.d <.:,. T.,.o l: a b 't 1 ,;...b ~ •l "'' 'I'' ' 'h ,·•1 f .t > Y. 3~1973-19-,11 
L nurn er VO l. .. 40 • • • • • o o"'• • • • • o • o • • • • • • • • • J."! • • 

Necessary for adoption•o•••••••••o•o••o•••••••••••••• 66 
·' ;1 .-;<, b•!1.r Thos b1vot:1ng- a.a. 4 • • · ~. "••. : • ••• Jl29J••t .Lrn·t .P} ,,n 1ing Commit.te 

Those voting NaY••••••••••o•o•••• 2 
• i 11 ,:;;l lrl~,ir ~ serit1 d Not\ 'Vo 111 1-1. , ·--.1 •• .1 ••• •. 119 yea,:s . ,1-Je were class-

THE 'SPEAJQ:Ra ":." •• ~ ·lH Y,.1. i~i- Sr•h•,ot ,uvl ~vf•t: in tllosc ar y days , jf I had c 

· l ' r •be,• 'l'he ' Re blution~ is !ADOPTED Pr•:; 1,.,okt•,. 1 i.ke hP -wou 1 J ma:!•. good 

MR. FREEDMAN 'l(l35t11)t->er"1 l .1-::-•·y. I thtnk hP wi 11 1'1,JkP a very t .i..ne judge ct 

'-" '· ',i 1 M • 1fehl:t r ," · move suspension of therules for immediate transmit-

tal td t tt€ enate of this matter. 

THE SPEAKER i J 1 l v o 11 r L rr ,1r 1irt ht-r u .1 achp ion u, Ill' 1 "'01 ut' ion7 

ere objection to suspension of therules for transmittal to 

the Senate? 1 Witlidl.tc object , lthe1 r ul uspended1 and fie !',r o ttt:iort wil 

b-e trarismitt ct .' . ;. ' 1 , c,•i l "l't ~Lt J', '- Y. ,l. f,aorl ft i e'1a a1 d J now t • l inake 

THE CLERKi '". adrlJ t.1H 1 ,, th,· ~,,•1,r-]1 HJ. wlloleh,~,1~t ~· 1 i \ as! thu, body to supp·1rt 

.... - l ,- ~ • • ~ ... 
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INTRODUCTION OP BILLS 
SBIATB BILLS 

JOUR l lL OP THE SBllTB 

on ■ otion of Senator ao ■e of the 8th, the first reading of 
following bills was waiTed, t he list of bills as prepared bJ 

th• clerk was accepted , and the bills referred to the co■■ittees 
as indica ted thereon: 

TB ! BNVIRONft!NT 

Proposed S.B. lo. 120 Sen. BERRY of the 29th. 1 11 lCT 
COICBRNIIG RIDIIG PlCILITIIS lT PlCHlUG llD llTCHlOG STlTB 
,oBESTS', to i ■proTe the facilities at Pachaug and latcbaug state 
forest to ■ ake thea aore accessible for horse riders. 

s.e. No. 10 Sen. SNITH 
COIGBATOLltI NG 8818 lDftIBlL G!BlLD !. 

of the 14th. 
THONlS. 1 

BUSINESS PRON TH! HOUSE 
PlVORlBLI R!PORT OP TB! 
JOINT STllDING COftftITT!! 

HOUSI JOINT R!SOLUTIOI 
SUSPENSION OP TH! RULES 

'RBSOLOTIOI 

The following faToreble report of the Joint Standing 
co■■ittee On Judiciary vas received fro■ the House under 
suspension of the rules, taken up, tabling for the Calendar 
dispense~ with, the report accepted aad the resolution adopted. 

JUDI CIARY. e.J.8. lo. 17. RESOLUTIOI COIPIRNIIG THE 
OftlllTION OP lTTORIBY ELLEN 8. BURNS TO BE l J ODGB OP TRB CIRCUIT 

COURT. 
senator Guidera of the 26th re■arked on the resolution and 

■oTed its adoption. 
ae ■a rking favorably on the resolution were Senators Truex of 

the 9th, DeBardis of the 14th, Alfano of the 7th, Pinney of the 
36th, Ro■e of the 8th, Zajac of the 13th and Paul i so of the 1st. 

The Tote was by ballot. 
The f ollowing i s the tea and laJ Tote. 

whole Nu ■ber Voti ng ••••••••• • •••••••• 32 
Necessary for ldoption •••••••••••••• 17 
Those Toti ng Yea ••• • ••••••••••••••• 32 

-Thos e Yoting l a J• •••••••·•••••••••• O 
Thos e Absent a nd l ot Voting •••••••• 4 

on a ballot vote the Bous Joint Resolution vas adopted in 
concurrence . 

JODI:IABY. H.J.B. No. 18. !SOLUTION COIPIRftING THE 
IOftINlTION OP lTTOBN!Y BARRY R. SCHALLER TO BE l JODGB OF THE 
CIRCUIT CO URT . 

senator Page of the 12th re■arked on the re olut i on and 
10,ed its adoption. 

Re ■arking favora blJ on the resolution were Senators Guidera 
of the 26tb and Costello of th 33rd. 

The TOte was by ballot. 
The following is the Ya a nd Nay Tote. 

wbole M u ■ ber Yotiog ••••••••••••• • •••• 31 
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SEN :TOR COSTELLO: (33irtl) 
n;c., 

For th , purpo:;e . o , a l uncelI\ t,o h res· cL n r I 

WO la l ke,.. C ll t~ the attention of those members of the 

Circle ~ho have propo ed bills to be heard by the Environment 

Cornrn:ittee th there wi be legislator_s' eari g 

noon atr -:2•001p.mr. Our staff a 1 pla-ced at, y_...._,..-....,""'",. elieve 

sp c:iJfi . utice or each ~o ~ho h ve pro sed bills which 

•hav Envi~onrnent, that we are awar of t the 

present t:im ., L e · ho that you wiil ~ake) th ' ppru:tun · ;y to 

posed bi ~ W ,-ware· nal:JL "to-tg.et1 · 'nto 

1the rreason 1] 1 am ca l ilii~ ·to you ate--entio at hi 

,l V•!' .l""' Mr Pr ident,'r w u'1 .r ·e i-lling .l! 

resolution' .if c.that 's1 ac-ceptab:Le ~ i •~11 pa s, 

busi ess ·to t:om u ,. aT:. r,ut..;t.and ng person · in th 

THE CHAI : '.ll:..sir'1crs Uifjcp, Sht') ½,.~ u., .. 11 in New ·1ave>n , 

. 

now, 

f 

! I Thank, ·you, .S na tor ,.,, r tSen to ome .. leqE• 1.1 1944 , ":l. l 

SENATOR ROME: l J 1 7 • 

Mr.1 Pr ent, the 1Hou 'ha en 

confirming · tlie omination Q ttorne.y ~Ell 

moving ·s1~wiy in trari 
who 

Circle/w u'lcl ca ·-eo co 

t . . I 'Dnder- · 

nt 1on :e 

the 

olutio 

, Co 

the 

ld prQc 

• 

n 

now inform liy .withoubt esol 'bio b for_e s nd th n we wold 

THE CHAIR: b· "ll ,: ·,.eut· 7-f::"11sJ ~tivc co:,r,,i.~s 01.1e , a. 

s nator Guidera. s ,," ).: r,g tc., l.,~ 1. ~at judae t . -- -- - - ----------+,,-~-1 

' . . . ''(/it:,~: ,. - ' 
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SE ATOR 1GUIDERA: ( 26th) 
move 

¥r P ef!~d~1r,- l "'{ l ~~spe_n.,...,,...,,v.,.~ o rules for 

imme.piat . c~n .iderat~on. 

THE CHAIR 'ha .k t n 1r. President. r •,rm d l 'ke to rise in 

f he ~~ t i 

er <-b 

nd d.1c1 :i'.v o L ion rs 

cons · d • 1;:_iq~.· + 
will p~ocee . ~n~ 

SENATQ_R GU~DEIH\· b t P Ople O'f th'e 'stat Pr} tt.at fm: the 

apprc>va..._~-~~, o 

Cornrni t t~ ~ . ~ 

Y(l Th~ • 'J solut.ion,L 

El~e B. ~ur J ,~o the Gi you kno, 

served in ~he Legislative Commis ioners Office for a number of 
I \ • 

years, cell nt se.rVif: .. ' lld I can .!:r;,..l east to 

the . i ,u~ici ry <.Cp_rnrnittee; w s an outstanding person in h Legi -

lative .c rnrnission rs ot ice. She was born in New Haven, gradua ed .. . . 
from Hamdez;i !f\9h ~c!109l, · q 19 4 ,1 

Law Sphoo} · 1947,. ~he , is 

~t th7 ~resent time.? B rns. 

Whether Republican or Democr t, 
..l J ' • .... .... 

member 

o f the , i_!udj..ciarsY Conun-i tt .. J 0 S~ work es. 

She was alway ya~.labl der~d expert advice• t us ng I 

woul~ . fepll¥ j.JJeJ to_ s~ , re 

nomination ~ thrp gh-~~ni u tYL cause Ellen B rns 

it. issioper~ a 
I • 

attorney and, I hi f ~he i a~oi~g ~~ e a , g eat judge for he 

oc 

State of Conn cticut. ---'---......,~1 
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TH CHAI • 

Are th i furt 

SENATOR TRU ) · (9tnr ) 

TJianR oll, -Mr 
support of : tfii n in ti 

inta ' ords the '" e t 

Comm ttee ' fiert c he as 

Office and a but t 

of \Connecticu 

us here -bu 

great r fi Id f 

~ed sg y, F ~ 

s 

,n i 

rik it :t 5d 

g V h 

Corin cti 

I 

c . ' w . 

tate 

THE CHAIR ~ tn~~ ·,pf >- un.:i. ty s i cc .led v l.11 the Circle thi 

r 11£ rth 

Senator D t 1 Jud· Jci:-:r· nd sh : is go i g o mak n 

SENATOR e ARDIS: ... l 34t • judge • 

~ .: I r Mr. President, very briefly, just to say ho delighted 

we are in ltamderi r i th a j udg 

ship. 
, 

second fern e 

Col-lege, gradua 

valuable' s 

legisl tiv 

fghted 

and nalys ·· <'of t:h 1-C 

vealed tha wa 

opera 'idn and -I' 1thin 

t Albertus Magnus Coll g th t th 

I"can arr a e with: t t. 

h 

ago re­

liole 

h e 
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THE liA R· ears. I wiuh her joy in .;ha she is doing and I 

t.:1; nk ta Are·rthere f th -~ l r m r e Sen tcr Alf o. f u b -

SEN.1\'I'OR ~9i!.I l 1itb} h re, 1 CIO t.hi1,K tha t if we• ha•,e to 

-, :~e,-:..· u ~• E"Pr side t, i l w ld JLilt ,.to o ta d i 

~or e ~the nomin tion of Ellen Burns. I was 

t yen­

l'ttle bit dis-

appointeQ . in her being elevated because of the fact th t she is 

a tremendou rilo to th Conneot·c t cG ner A e y .s In all 

of the ~y a~ . that I have been here, I don't th re has been 

anyone in, tllat Q!fice of the legislative commis ioners in whom , 

we could r.ely1on than El enaBu~n r.~hen it ca~ e t thecdr fbing 

of -rally, omp 'cat d Fbili T' s inc nyk vent, di 1 d tedly 

nap~r w er ~ ha c.g ne. I thin~y ll r .:U is t. 

;r have h d Jthe, 9pportunity inc l ~a ing the Oir i r 

of ,._ al? e ring .b~t re Ellen ur hand1I th:ink h s g od 9rasp 

of her itu~;ion .on r th i 'udic' ~ h nd she is going tom ke an 

exc llen and outstanding judge. 

THE CHAIR:•v.nk ;·ou, sen·tor • .,ena•.o.c .:1arlone. 

,_ • : >'" Ar Lthere ur h r remarks? Senator Finney. 

SENATOR F NNE~: .. · ( 6 h) I coo, ,:1se very q1 icky to uppor 

' . !i:t' ,i>re i w· ll t -~b!s ve th -
point and I gr wi b wh t a te 

probably n,one of Lth out t nding1p plectb t 1w a il 

working in th · St t~ C itol · sS w s , compl f . 
• c.c.Sh u 

was v ry ab! • l t SUr, that she will make on of the f'nest 

judges we have ever had and her qualities as a person are 

certainly without any comparison with people that I have known 

. 
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·, . 
• 

over~the years. I wish her joy in what she is doing and I 

think that while r I cant feel r mlittle so~rQ r f j a of us be-

cause she~~s - no longer here, I do think that if we have to 

appear be£ore? her J e t willr get ·ystic )a~dt_ u ig t and o 

straighte tb}:'ough. ,vich ,dl L. p,lst spe~kcrs of all the good 

THE CHA[IR: 1 have b(•~n said about Ellen f. a:ns; but specifically 

..,, i th Sen"¼ Thank 1you., senato.r: 11 ri t A:rl 

Senator~Rome £"ct , 1 .imously. 

SENATORT OME: (8th) 

ar full 
• t 

'Mr 1Pr e'dent r as alw ys;, find 1 ys lf in complete 

agree enf.\ itb Senator) Finney's remarks and would like to 

associate myself-. with ·t S nator F,inney'Sr., 1'."em r s er. is 

an extraordinary ·· nclivi1dual., · v,exrt ~bl a_wy, t.. at 

credit ta)the judl:ciary.a ,1 w·s heri w~lL J, · 

willu get:.'excellent. sen,io rom er.certc.!inly is a person that 

THE CHAIR:'rnhcr. She is an xtra rd1nary hu an being. She 

c- 1 u Thank you7} enato • u Senator Ciar.lone-. r God• s p ed. 

SENATORCIARLONE: (11th) 

M:v ·1 President, . toCY, ris~~Ner g 

the resolution,· SUPP.On · gl Ellert Burns-. o J: 

Ellen ~urns) r ae r:19671 when' . gnt her rand 

help to ma. ; thin~, th I oss~ ·n he1Gen~ral Assemb ill 

be the gain-!rbfJ our. judicial system in our State of Connecticut. 

I supper~ hks ·re elution. 

· r.. fr,,·~L iu"1t, a r,,•1 · '.Ji inf•1n•, t (>- • \J wil 

oc 

-- ------------. 



w, dne' 'd y ~, F · rua-r ¥ 1 

THE CHAT. .erno:r. :·: .,.1.r.;an: s ra~lune d11 d i•· will not be recorded 

SENATOR l2AJ'AC : t ~ 1 l: a secret ballo~. You push Y for 

as ocia eRmyself with all the past speakers of all the good 

s, e 

witnh~enal:or0 Gu ~ ~ t ta 1 hi 0 

wou1at benc y~nd th vote wi 1 QO b; 

THE1 CHA R: c'" tcd, ctnno nce<!l on the tid ly boar s on the 

t~e hallTH ~i u ou; P en~ o ju 

SENATO °Fitufhso: U-· 1~t) k's de""k. 

r 

Th.e vot·n is 

The 

if ally 

e of 

w 

C 

say that, ~ruI ? 
of the Ca 

nand I can 

is one of the great personalities 

que individual, kind, affabl e, en-

dewed with au d rt 1 g ~ch ·n· derfainly gi on that 

we 1- a1,;Hre ember. She is an extraordinary huma being. She 

served us a11 tan s 

·_, ,,~ mac. -nk 

ere resolutio 

will be the •cu • ' 1 "' oma y' judicial nomination 

will be voted•ru n flum}:ier V?t.i.n_ . . . . 
J:~ec Sb< 1y tor 1H~..:>pt1.c r: 

. . . . . . 
Senator rRo . Voting .Y !'i • • 

l'ho.,e oting H<1y • • 

SENATOR ROME: Ab en t and Not Vo .in9 . . ' 

•• T . I. . • • ' 'l'TO 
Mr. r sident'=, a,. int ~inform~ tion. We will be 
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ulsj.ngJ . vernor Cashman' s machine and it will not be recorded 

on it but. a~ the-3 Cler~,rs desk1,,sp it wiil•J rem~i . j.:n;: c.cordancel 8 

ith th Cons ti tu ion - a ~e;q ,t b~ilot. 'l Yo ,. ' . 
co~,firµiation an ... f!-Y , fo 1. sp ~j. g · ls . 1 RT. 

THE CllAfR: 

or 

f\EF th r <, 
further remarks. There being none, the 

ma~hine ;i.sG i>ened·: tor voting. I will allow about ten seconds 

and then Cf?Se tge jm chi 1ang h~1 vote wi l 

Roipe ipc;U,ce ~qt apnouncep. 9n the tal,ty board 

s Senator 

s th t $ es of 

the hall Qecause this is a judicial nomination. The votes will 
, l • 

be recordede~t 1 tqe 1Clerk's 9 de~}S · ;n 'l'he yoti ·g 's o osed. 

The t resu~~ 1of ~e voting o ~P s ~oiijt 

1.,-, • ;:, Sen~t~f uSmi th :; . tor Page. 

SENATO WILBUR SMITH: (2nd) 
,I.,. ... J. \ ,J • 

Mr. President, my acb~n~ i , not r~g· 
• .J , 

ing. 

THE !.>(;Hl\I-R •. 1 , le: r•iC iv d h 1 s forr.1:i l educ t ion in Conrie ic t , 

.,. -Just one 1mome t senator. . ~ -... Will tne Stlllat Q 

order .11 ~e 1are , c.ioin.~ to r;ep~at,, his ~ vot-e, e I iwo l 

the mac,h~~e. , I~ is ,now_ ope~ d 9n: ijouse ~J it $ Lu io 

Will ~ll (of .the senators, pl a sVQte. Ther pig 

I w~l,l C?lO . ith~ vo~ipg o~ tff• -l .R 17_. --~The maqh. 

l ! h 11.results rOf ]1~ all,p:t~1)90Jl H. ~. R. 

to from 

r open 

r 

tion, 

t 

. ' '" ~ _ Wh J.e Numb r yoti._ng_ ~· . J • . · ~, • 1 .-t 

Necessary for Adoption ..•..•. 
~ 2 1 wou a 
• 17 

. , l' '11 r.1. (.. ;r,hose, ~ot~iw ):~~ .. ,. .... .::· r •: • 
Those Voting Nay • . • • • 0 

:L 1 /· p: Absent and Not Voting ..•• 4 

THE ,RESOLUTION IS DECLARED ADOPTED. her ~0, nts? 
l. 

n. 
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JOURNAL or THE SENATE 

four years from February 12, 1975. 

Ella Grasso 
Governor 

January 22, 1975 

TO THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

[Weclauday, 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of th Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 
honor to nominate for appointment by you, Court of Common Pleas Judge ELLEN B. 
BURNS of Hamden, to be a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the term of four 
years from February 12, 1975. 

Ella Gr sso 
Governor 

January 22, 1975 

10 THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 
honor to nominate for appointment by rou, Court of Common Pleas Judge ROBERT J. 
CALLAHAN of Norwalk, to be a Judge o the Court of Common Pleas for the term of four 
years from February 12, 1975. 

Ella Grasso 
Governor 

January 22, 1975 

TO THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 
honor to nominate for appointment by you, Court of Common Pleas Judge DO NALD W. 
CELOTTO of New Haven, to be a Judge of th Court of Common Pleas, for the term fo 
four years from February 12, 1975 

Ell Grasso 
Governor 

January 22, 1975 

TO THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 
honor to nominate for appointment by you, Court of Common Pleas Judge JOSEPH J. 
CHERNAUSKAS of Oxford, lo be a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the term of 
four years from February 12, 1975. 

Ella Grasso 
Governor 

January 22, 1975 

TO THE HONORA·BLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of th Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 
honor to nominate for appointment by you, Court of Common Pleas Judge 11-IOMAS H. 
CORRIGAN of Hartford, to be a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the term of four 
years from February 12, 1975. 

Ella Grasso 
Governor 

January 22, 1075 

TO THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Pursuant to Section 51-142 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the 

112 113 -88-
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The followlna la the result of the vote. 

Total Number Voting ... . ....... ...... . ... . ..... . .. ... . . ... 27 
Necessary for Adoption ..... . .............................. 14 
Those votina Yea ..................... . ........ ... ... .. . 24 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Those absent and not Voti_na . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

On a roll call vote the re olution was adopted. 

JUDICIARY. S.J.R. No. 59. RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION 
OF JUDGE LUKE F. MARTIN OF THOMASTON, TO BE A JUDGE OP THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS. · 

Senator Neiditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved its adoption. 
The Chair ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The following is the result of the vote. 

Total Number Votlna .. : . ... . . ........ . .. .... . .......... . . 27 
Nece aary for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Those votlna Yea .. .. ....... ............. . ....... .. . ... . 24 
Those votina Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Those absent and not votina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

On a roll call vote the resolution was adopted. · 

JUDICIARY. S.J.R. No. 60. RESO LUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION 
OF JUDGE ALFRED V. COVELLO, JR. OF WEST HARTFORD, TO BE A JUDGE OF 
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

Senator Nelditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved its adoption. 
The Chair ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The followlna la the re ult of the vote. 

Total Number Voting . . .. .................. . ............... 23 
Necessary for Adoption ... . .............. . .......... . .. . . .. 12 
Those voting Yea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o 
Those absent and not Voting .. .... ... . ..... . .. .. .. . .. ... . 13 

On a roll call vote the resolution was adopted. 

JUDICIARY. S.J.R. No. 61. RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION 
OF JUDGE ELLEN B. BURNS OF HAMDEN, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS. 

Senator Nelditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved its adoption. 
The Chair ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The following la the result of the vote. 

Total Number Voting .. . ............ , . .. ..... ... . . ....... 26 
Nece11ary for Adoption · ..... . ..... . ........ . . .. .. . ...... 14 
Those voting Yea .......... ...... ... -'· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o 
Those absent and not Voting ..... 10 

On a roll call vote the resolution was adopted. 
JUDICIARY. S.J.R. No. 62. RESOLUTION CONFIRMING TH E NOMINATION 

OF JUDGE PHILIP M. DWYER OF MANSFIELD CENTER, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE 
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. · 

699 

S nator Nelditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved its adoption. 
The Chair ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The ollowlng la the reault of the vote. 

Total Number Voting ............. . . ........ .. ... .. ....... 24 
Neceaaary for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Those votins Yea .. . .......... .... ....... . .............. 22 
Those voting Nay . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Tho e absent and not Voting . ..... ... .. .. ... .. . ........ .. 12 

On a roll call vote the resolution was adopted. 
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joint Senate Committee on Judiciary, SJR No, 59, resolution con­

firming the nomination of Judge Luke F. Martin fo Thomaston, to 

be a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

I move adoption of the joint committees' favorable report 

and passage of the resolution. 

THE CHAIR: 

If there are no remarks, the machine is open, all the 

Senators having voted the machine is closed and locked and the 

Clerk will tally. Total voting 27, yeas ~4, nays 3, the resolu­

tion is passed. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar No. 54, favorable report joint Senate committee on 

Judiciary, SJR No, 60, resolution confirming the nomination of 

Judge Al fred V. Covello, Jr. of West Hartford, to be a Judge of 

The Court o Oommon Pleas. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

Mr. President, move adoption of the joint committees• favor­

able report and passage of the resolubion. 

THE CHAIR: 

There being no remarks, we'll open them chine for voting, 

ask the Senators to vote, the machine is closed and locked and 

the Clerk wtll tally the vote. Total voting 23, yeas 23, nays 

the resolution is passed. 

l THE CLERK: 

o, 

Calendar No. 55, f vor abl:e joint Senate co mittee on Judiciary 
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SJR No, 61, resolution confirmin the nomination of Judge Ellen 

B. Burns of Hamden, to be a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

Mr. President, I move adoption of the joint committees' 

favorable report and passage of the resolution. On this oner · 

guess we'd have to rem rk that Judge Burns has always been a 

favorite of the Legislature for the marvelous work that she has 

always done for us over the years and it's a great pleasure, even 

thou~h it's just a change ot -title, to mention her once more in 

this chamber. 

THE CHAIR: 

Well we•ll see if we can throw shutout. The machine is 

open, will the Senators vote, the machine has been closed and 

locked and the Clerk is tallying the vote. Tot l oting 26, 

yeas 26, nays O, the resolution is passed. 

THE CLERK: 

Calendar No. 56, favorable report joint Senate committee on 

Judiciary, SJR No. , 62, resolution confirmin the nomination of 

Judge PhJlip M. Dwyer of Man field Center, to be a Judge of the 

Court of Common Pleas. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

Mr. President, move adoption of the joint committee's favor­

able report and assage of the resolution. 

THE CHAIR: 

There being no remarks, we will preceed to vote, the maehin 
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the roll call votc'the resofotion was adopt d in concurrence. 

JUDICIARY. S.J. No. 60 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF 
E ALFRED V. COVELLO, JR OF WEST HARTFORD, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE 

URT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

Rep. Bordiere of the 24th moved for a suspension of the rules to consider the 
lution. 

· On a voice vote the rules were suspended. 
The resolution was explained by Rep. Bordicre of the. 24th who moved its 

lion. 

Speaker ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 

, following is the result of the vote: 

Total Number Voting .......... . 86 
Necessary for adoption . .... . .. . 44 

Those voting Yea ... . .... 80 
Those voting Nay .. .. ... . 6 
Absent and Not Voting ... .. 65 

he roll call vote the resolution was adopted in concurrence. 

JUDICIARY. S.J. No. 61 RESOLUTION CONF IRMING THE NOMINATION OF 
E ELLEN 8. BURNS OF HAMDEN, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE COURT OF 
MON PLEAS. 

Rep. Tulisano of the 29th moved for a suspension of the rules to consider the 
lion. · 

On a voice vote the rules were suspended. 
The resolution was explained by Rep. Tuli no of the 29th who moved its 

Speaker ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 

following is the result of the vote: 

Total Number Voting ........... 80 
Necessary for adoption . ... ... . . 41 

Those voting Yea .. ..... . 77 
Those voting Nay .... . .. . 3 
Absent and Not Voting . . .. . 71 

roll call vote the resolut ion was adopted in concurrence. 

JUDICIARY. S.J. No. 62 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF 
PHILIP M. DWYER OF MANSFIELD CENTER, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE 

RT OF COMMON PLEAS. 

Rep. Burke of the 56th moved for a suspension of the rules to consider the 
1111100. 

· Ona voice vote the rules were suspended. 
The resolution was explained by Rep. Burke of the 56th who moved its adoption. 

akcr ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 

following is the result of the vote: 

Total Number Voting . .. . . . . . .. . 88 
Necessary for adoption . . ... . .. . 45 

Those voting Yea . . . . .. . . 81 
Those voting Nay ... . . . . . 7 
Absent and Not Voting ..... 63 

roll call vote the resolution was adopted in concurrence. 

JUDICIARY. S.J. No. 63 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF 

.553. 806 7 
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Those voting Nay •••• • • • • • • • • • • 6 

Absent and not voting 

The Resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK: 

• • • . . • • • • • • 71 

Calendar No . 164, S .J.R . 61, confirming the nomination 

of Judge Ellen B. Burns, of Hamden, to be a Judge of the Court of 

Common Pleas. 

RICHARD D. TULISANO: 1 

Mr. Speaker, I move suspension of the rules for imme­

diate consideration . 

MR. SPEAKER: 

Question is on suspension for immediate consideration. 

Is there objection? Hearing none, the rules are suspended . 

RICHARD D. TULISANO: 

Mr . Speaker, I move for acceptance of the Joint Com­

mittee ' s favorable report and adoption of the Resolution in 

concurrence with the Senate. 

MR . SPEAKER: 

Question's on acceptance and adoption in concurrence . 

Will you remark? 

RIC HARD D. TULISANO : 

Yes, Mr. Speaker. Mr . Speaker, it is with great 

pleas ure that I rise to urge the adoption of this Resolution 

i n f a vor of Judge Ellen B. Burns. Judge Burns was appointed 

to the Circuit Co ur t , and upon the merger, of course, is now 

being elevated to the Court of Common Pleas. Many of us in 
the 

t his House know her as the former Director of/Legislative 

efr 

TAPE 
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Commissioner ' s Office . I have personally known Judge Burns fo r e r . . 

over ten years and found her, over those years , to be a courteous, 

intelligent and well-read individual . A graduate of Yale Law 

School , she has done ••• one of the f ew people who probably knows 

our statutes •• • there ' s no one who knows our statutes as well as 

she has . She has been a part of t he legislative process f or some 

15 to 20 years . I urge the adoption of this Resolution . 

MR . SPEAKER : 

Will you remark further on the Resolution? If no t , 

will the Members please be se~ted ••• the staff please come to 

the well . The machine will be opened . The machine is still 

open . The machine will be closed . The Clerk please take a 

tally . 

The following is the result of the vote: 

Total number voting •• • • • • • • • • • • 80 

Necessary for adoption •• • • • • • • • • • 41 

Those voting yea . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 77 

Those voting nay . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

Absent and not voting. 

. Resolution is adopted . 

THE CLERK : 

• • • . . . • • • • 71 

Calendar No . · 165 , S.J ,R. 62 , confirming the nomination 

of Judge Philip M. Dwyer, of Mans f ield Center , to be a Judge of 

the Court of Common Pleas . 

MARTIN B. BURKE: 

Mr. Speaker, I move for suspension of t he rules f or · 

immediate consideration of the Resolution . 
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FRIDAY. March 28, 1978 

The Senate w11 called to order at 10:55 a.m., the President In the Chair. 
Prayer w11 offered by the Actins Chaplain. Dorothy Knudeen. 
The followi111 i• the prayer: 
Illumine our minds and 1tnt111then our will. 0 god, that we may deliberate our 

decillon with calm and aober Judament and enunciate them with the firmne• of honeat 
conviction. Amen. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM HER EXCELLENCY, TIIE GOVERNOR 
The followl111 communications were received from Her Excellency, the 

Governor, read and and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
March 28, 1978 

TO mE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 
Pursuant to Section 51•185 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the honor 

111 nominate for appointment by you. Common Pleu Court Judie ELLEN H. BURNS of 
Hamden. to be a Judae of the Superior Court for the term of e R6t y n from the date of 
confirmatio by the General Auembly, in succe•lon to Superior Court Judae Jame, F. 
Colllm of West Hartford, d aaed. 

Ella Grauo 
Governor 

March 28, 1978 

TO THE HONORABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 
Punuant to Section 51 ·142 of the Connecticut General Statutes, I have the honor 

lo nominate r appointment by you. Attorney S. WILLIAM BROMSON of Suffield, to be a 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the term of four years from the date of confirms tion 
by you, in BUccesaion to Common Pleu Court Juda Ellen H. Bums, who ha1 been 
1111minated i r appointment to the Superior Court 

Ella Grauo 
Governor 

COMMUNJCA TION FRO HER EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR 
Th followi communication w11 received from Her Excellency. the Governor, 

111d and referred to the Senate Commit e on Executive Nomination . 
March 28, 1978 

TO THE HONORABLE SENA TE: 
Punuant to Section 25•102 of the Connecticut General Statutea, I have the honor 

ID nominate, and with your advic and conaent ppolnt. JOHN E. BECKER of New Canaan. 
1 member of thit Thamea River Valley Flood Control Commiuion. for the term of 1lx years 
(rom July 1, 1978, and until a ,ucceaor is appointed and • qualified. 

Ella GralliO 
Governor 

FAVORABLE REPORT FROM THE 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEB 

SENA TE BIU.S 
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PUBLIC HE'.ARilli ON JUDGES 

3 
April 14, 1976 
10:30 A.M. 

PRE.SIDill; C0-CHAIRMEN: Senator David Neiditz 
Representative James Healey 

<XMU'ITEE MEMBERS PRE.SFNI': 

SENATORS: 

REPRESENI'ATIVES: 

Neiditz, Barry, Alfano 

Healey, Clark, Morris 

SEN. DAVID NEIDITZ: Open the hearing. We have two naninations this norning. 
One is the nanination of Judqe Ellen Burns of Hannen t.o be a Jw.qe of 
Superior Court, in succession to Superior Court Judge James F. Collins of 
West Hartford, deceasa:i. 

We had a ootice. The ootice was published in the Law Journal- -- in the 
Bulletin given out to the media regarding anyone who wishes to make a 
written or oral cannunications. We had oo requests for ~arx:::es at 
the Hearing. We did have one letter-a favorable letter regarding Jtrlge 
Burns. It is oot that peopl e have oot written. 

Jtrlge Burns, as you all kn:Jw, was before this ccmni.ttee recently and a 
oopy of her biography and answers to questions to the Bar Ccrcmi.ttee and 
the Ad Ibc Ccrcmi.ttee are on file, and I assume that there has oot been 
that much of a passage of t.bre that ail of her answers to this are still 
pertinent. She has been on the Court of Carm:m Pleas since 3-13-74 - · 
Circuit Court 3-13-74. Camon Pleas since 12-75. 

ELLEN BURNS: O:tober 1 of '73 I went on Circuit Court and that was a rrerger. 

SEN. NEIDITZ: Oh, yes. Okay. I'm just looking to - the dates are on. You've 
been on the bench for that long of a period rr:M? 

ELI..EN BURNS: Yes. Two and a half years. I kn:Jw it doesn't seem that long to 100. 

REP. JAMES HEALEY: For the record, Healey of the Ccmnittee. Mr. Chainnan, sinply 
to make it a matter o~ re<x)rd, Judge Burns an1 I were classmates in Law 
School so we've krn-Jn each other a little bit lQn:Jer than !'like to 
think. I didn't have very much contact with her after Law School until 
I entered the Legislature and saoo peripheral contact when I did a little 
bit of lol::bying-not too much. But oot since 1967 until her appointnent 
tothe bench, I had a great deal of contact with Jtrlge Burns in her capac­
ity as the Chief Attorney in the Legislative carmissioner's Office. 

Incidental to that assigmient, she was--her principle responsibility was 
with respect to this very cannittee, WClrking with us very closely on 
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bills, and therefore I have had many opportunities to observe her, her 
work arrl personality, arrl I am canpletely convinced this is the sort 
of person we should have as a Jtrlge. 

She is extrarely learned in the law but above and beyond that she has 
characteristics which are very important for a Judge. Durin:J her period 
of service in the Legislative Calmissioner's Office she ·was in a very 
high pressured job - inordinate hours - fantastic burden of ~rk, and 
she responded to that with hurror, with a sense of proportion, with a 
sense of practicality, with a very real regard for people. Arrl in my 
opinion, these are the real attributes we are lookil'.¥3' for in a Judic­
ial naninee - much rrore than sirrpl y the student of the law. Arrl there­
fore, I cx:me into this hearin:j preju:liced--predisposed in the favor of 
her aH?Qintment. I don't kncM what rrore I can say. 

SEN. CHAR.LF.s AIFANO: I can only reiterate what Representative Healey has already 
said. I've had many years of experience with Judge Burns in the Legis­
lature here since 1959 when I first came into the Legislature. I've 
had lom and many hours of contact with her in draftin:j various very 
essential and important bills all along the State. 

All of us here have great admiration for her ability and legal capacity. 
I don't think there is any question that she has done an outstamin:j 
job on the bench of the Circuit Court and the Court of Camion Pleas . 
I'm sure she will be a credit for the Superior Court. Certainly, I 
will endorse her. 

SEN. NEIDITZ: Representative M::lrris. 

REP. JULIUS M)RRIS: I have never heard anyone in the slightest way criticize 
Judge Burns. Everybcx:ly in the S te - all the attorneys love her ••• As 
I've said before, she's a beautiful wanan. 

SEN. NEIDITZ: Senator Bany. 

SEN. BARRY: The Senate Clerk is wai tin:] for my presence on a technical ses ion, 
so I have to leave and cane back. But I did want to cane down and say 
a \<.Ord on behalf of Judge Burns . To a superb appointment arrl I ole­
heartedly SURJ()rt her and would like to be recorded in favor of it. If 
I might rrM be excused. 

SEN. NEIDITZ: Sure. As long as you get one of our bills read in that we petitioned 
out yesterday afteroon. vbuld you make sure that it's on the agenda, and 
if not, it's on the ••• It should be read in today and I wonder if you 
could - if we could impose upon you to make sure fran Betty that it's 
in the hands of the • • (inaudible - loud coughin:j in the background). 
That's my draft. 
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SEN. BARRY: I'd be hamr to. 

SEN. NEIDrrz: Thank you, sir. N<M we have Representative Clark. 

REP. THCMAS CI.ARK: Where did the rose cane fran? {laughter) 

SEN. NEIDITZ: The roses on the table tcxiay have cane fran •• speaking to sare 
Junior High School students fran West Hartford. A large er~ that 
met with the Govermr in the Hall of Flags. The Goverrx>r was presented 
with a bot.Guet arrl she graciously gave me orewhen I explained that for 
her first rnnination of a wanan to the Superior Court, we e goin:J to 
have a hearin] on it upstairs. I said, "May I give this to Judge Burns?" 
She said, "By all means." Actually the rose is in her honor, so I think 
the whole cx:mnittee have a philo relationship with Judge Burns. 

She has labored with us. Her good work since ••• good work. Perhaps aus­
picious that her nanination cares to this cx:mnittee ••• Bu thank you very 
much. 

lb you have air:f questions or carm:mts? 

Well, you knc:M, we have you here. You've been on Circuit. You've 
been on Camon Pleas arrl you're rDN about to go on Superior, arrl you've 
been here, arrl we consider you a frierrl am crlvisor. We hope really that 
- I think it's nore than a hope because I think that it's nore than a 
hope because I think that it will take place, but a SUJgestion that you 
will have in the future a substantive law, procedural laws in th::>se 
areas that we are allawed to - to think alx>ut than, that you will oon­
tinue to feel free to ccmnunicate with this ccm:nittee. ~ether it's us 
or our successors. 

I think that this is crucial for the good relationship for the Executive, 
for the Legislative am Jtrlicial branch. You kn::M, we encourage this 
arrl we really ben:i over backwards when Jtrlges have seen thin:Js in a 
statute in a given case where saoothin:J just doesn't quite f't--where 
the legislative solution is the only one to cx:mnunicate. 

ElLEN BURNS: I *Will be haw¥ to do that. As you kr'l:M, I have been doing that. 
Line of cxmnunication ••• But I want to thank you all for the kind thin:]s 
you had to say, arrl for having allCMed me to get onto the bench in the 
first place. (Mechanical cli£ficulty - testirrony i.naooible). 

IBP. HEALEY: 'Ihank you, Jud.ge. Mr. Branson. 
We're rcM in the hearin] on the rxninatian by the Govermr of s. 
William Branson fran Suffield to be a Judge in the Court of Camon Pleas 
for a tenn of four years fran the date of oonfinnation in succes 'on of 
cam-on Pleas Court Judge Ellen H. Burns, who has been n::mi.natoo for ap­
pointment to the Superior Court. 
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L gislative Management. Sub titute for H.B. No. 5582 (COMM) (File No. 
AN ACT CONCERNING DISTRIBUTION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY JOURNAL: 
TOWNS. 

Legislative Man agement. H.B. No. 5538 (COMM) (File No. 549) AN 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASE OF CREDITED PAST SERVICE IN THE GENE 
ASSEMBLY PENSION SYSTEM. 

Judiciary. Substitute fo r S.B. No. 80 (COMM) (File No. 403) AN 
CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF DRY MIU( POWDER. 

Banks. Substitute for S.B. No. 188 (COMM) (File No . 381) AN 
CONCERNING LIMITATION ON DEPOSITS IN STATE BANK AND TR 
COMPANIES AND SAVINGS BANKS. 

Humane Institutions. Substitute for S.B. No. 480 (COMM) (File No. 383) 
ACT CONCERNING CERTAIN CLARIFICATIONS IN THE UNIFORM LICENSING 
FOR MENTAL HEAL TH FACILITIES. . 

Tran portation. S.B. No. 458 (COMM) (File No. 393) AN ACT CONCER 
RESTRICTIO OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ON INT ERST A TE, FEDERAL-AID , 
OTHER LIMITED ACCESS HIGHW YS. 

BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAR 
FAVORABLE REPORTS OF THE JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE 

'RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
The following matters on the Calendar were read the third lime, the Commit 

favorable report, were accepted and th resolutions adopted. 

H .J. No. 133 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION 
ATTORNEY S. WILLIAM BROMSON OF SUFFIELD. TO BE A JUDGE OF THE Cot 
OF COMMON PLEAS. 

The resolution was explained by Rep. O'Leary of the 80th who moved 
adoption. 

The Speaker ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The following is the result of the vote: 

Total Number Voting ....................... ... ........ . . ..... 114 
Nece ry for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Those voting Yea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Those absent and not Voting ............................... 37 

On the roll call vote the olution was adopted. 

H.J. No. 132 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF COMMI 
EAS COURT JUDGE ELLEN B. BURNS OF Hf.MOEN, TO BE A JUDGE OF T 
PERIOR COURT. 

The resolution was explained by Rep. Healey of the 72nd who moved 
adoption. 

The resolution was discussed by Reps. Webber of the 92nd, Stevens of the 119 
Doran of the 30th and Osler of the 150th. 

The Speaker ordered the vote be taken by secret roll call. 
The following is the result of the vote: 

Total Number Voll~ ....... ... .... ........... ..... ... ... . .... 118 
N ce ary for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 
Those voting Yea ......... . ........ . ................ . ...... 110 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Tho e absent and not Voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

On the roll call vote the resolution was adopted. 
BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAR 

FAVORABLE REPORTS OF JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 
BILLS PASSED AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

The following bills and resolutions were taken from the table, read the third tim 
the reports of the committees indicated accepted, the bills passed and the resolutio 
adopted: 

-670-
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MR. CARRAGHER (Sth)I 

I call the members• attention to Calendar No. 601, S.B. No. 

319, An Act Concerning Deductions from a Judge's Salary Under the Judicial 

Retirement System, File No. 333, which appears on tod y•s consent calendar 

on page 1, I object. 

THE SPEAKER• 

Pursuant to the gentlE!llan'sd:>jection, the matter is removed 

from consent. 

MR. CARRAGHER (Sth)I 

Mr. Speaker, I move that Calendar No. 601, S.B. No. 319, 

File No. 333 be passed temporarily. 

THE SPEAKER• 

Is there objection? Hearing none, the matter is p ssed tern-

porarily. 

THE CLERKS 

Page 2 of the Calendar, Judicial Nominations. 

Calendar No. 716, H.J.R. No. 132, Resolution Confirming the 

omination of Common Pleas Court Judge Ellen B. Burns of Hamden, to be 

a Judge of the Superior Court. 

MR. HEALEY (72nd)a 

Mr. Speaker, I move acceptance of the joint committee's favor-

able report and adoption of the Resolution. 

THE SPEAKERS 

Que tion is on acceptance of the joint committee's favorable 

report and adoption of the Resolution. Will you remark, sir? 

MR. HEALEY (72nd)I 

Mr. Speaker , with all ju ' cial nomin tions, we go through a 
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usual litany reciting where the person was born, where they were educated, 

and a little bit about what they have done. To stop at that point in the 

case of this nomination of Ellen B. Burns would be a complete dist ortion. 

Those members of the Assembly who have only come here--

THE SPEAKER• 

Excuse me, sir. Thank you. 

MR. HEALEY (72nd)1 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Those memb rs of this body who have 

only been here one term very possibly do not know very much about Ellen 

Burns but those of us who have been here any substantial period of time 

have been honored by the opportunity to have worked with her. She was 

the Chief Attorney in the Legislative Commissioner's Office over a gre t 

number of years. I had the particular pleasure of working with her closely 

because her principal assignment was as the member of the Legislative Com­

missioner's Office assigned to the Judiciary Committee and during my ten 

y ars here, I have been on that committee the entire time. Therefore, for 

eight years, I w sin a position where I was working with her const ntly. 

This is entirely aside from the fact we were also classmates i n Yale Law 

School. She is a magnif icant lawyer, the most detailed knowledge of the 

statutes. In a very high pr essure job, Chief Attorney in the Legislative 

Commissioner's Of'fice, I can never remember one instance when she ever 

lost her cool. She ~always had a sense of ~umor. She always had a sense 

of perspective. She always was an absolute bear for work. These attribut s, 

I believe, are among the most important when it comes to the question of 

being a good judge. They are much more important than the detaile4 knowledge 

of the law. Common sense, a sense of perspective and that is something 

that Ellen B. Burns has to the enth ~egree. It is an honor for me to stand 
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here and advocate her appointment as the first woman Judge of the Superior 

Court of the State of Connecticut. 

MR. WEBBER (92nd)a 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Eighteen years ago, Mr. Speaker, when 

I came into this general assembly, one of those who I had the pl asur of 

meeting first as a rank amateur, gre n, totally unknown to the process, was 

Ellen Burns, She h ving recognize+y la~k of knowledge of this process, she 

took the time for many weeks to explain to me the details and the manner in 

which this process works. I've developed over the years a very close and 

proudly a very personal relationship with Ellen Burns and whens e was 

originally appointed to the court, the position she presently holds, I, 

like all of us who knew her, were thrilled. We knew and were confident 

then that she would certainly bring credit to the judiciary in our state 

because of her personality, her warmth, her humility, her compassion, her 

understanding. I might point out that Jim Healey is a tough act to follow 

for me to talk about Ellen Burns, He said about everythin~hat cou d be 

said. I would only point o~t that knowing Ellen as I do, I too am so 

proud an~hrilled really to be able to stand her today and let the record 

show that I am supporting Ellen Burns as the first female Judge of the 

Superior Court and you can rest assured, she will certainly do an outstand­

ing job. And from I learned from those members of the Bar wholave ppe red 

before Ellen. who hAd worked in her court. they just can't say enough wonder­

ful things about her and I would like to say to Ellen and I'm sure the 

message will get to her, I wish for her all the good luck and all the 

good health and all the happiness that she wishes for herself. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker, 
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THE SPEAKER• 

Will you remark further on the Resolution? 

MR. STEVENS (119th)1 

Mr . Speaker, I think I would be remiss if I did not rise also 

on this nomination for it is one that is close to all members of the chamber, 

both present and those who have served and are no longer here. I think that 

the nomination of Judge Burns originally to the Circuit Court when it went 

through here two years or so ago was one that went through with one of 

the largest indications of support that I can recall in my ten years in 

the Assembly and it is indeed a tribut e to Judge Burns that she has now 

15 
djh 

been elevated to the Superior Court where I think she will be a distinguished 

jurist, not solely because of her sex but because of her knowledge of the law. 

The fact that she is the first woman being elevated to that court is but an 

additional honor that is well deserved to her. 

THE SPEAKER• 

Further remarks? 

MR. DORAN (SOth)a 

. Thank you Mr. Speaker. I too cannot let this moment pass 

without saying that we probably will never make a finer appointment than 

the appointment of Ellen Burns and I do wish her well in her job. 
~ 

THE SPEAKERS 

Will you remark further? 

MRS. OSLER (150th)I 

Mr. Speaker, thank you. As a woman, I think this is a superior 

appointment for Ellen Burns to the Superior Court. he was s p rior 

Legislative Commis ioner, running that office, and I'm sure she' done a 

superior job in the Common Pleas Court and I'm sure her performance will 
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to be in that vein and as a woman, I'm exceedingly proud that we at long 

last have a very capable person to be put on the Superior Court. 

THE SPEAKER• 

Will you remark further? If not, will the members please be 

seated and the staff come to the well. Will the members ple se be seat d. 

The machine will be open. Have all the members voted? If so, the machine 

will be closed. The Clerk will take a tally. The Clerk please announce 

the tally. 

THE SPEAK.ERi 

Total Number Voting•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••ll6 
Necessary for Passage •••••• ·••••••••••••••••••••••• 59 

Those Voting Yea•••••••••••••••••••••••••llO 
Those Voting NaY••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 
Those Absent and Not Voting •••••••••••••• 35 

The Resolution is ADOPTED, 

THE CLERK1 

Calendar No. 717, H.J.R. No. 133, Resolution Confirming th 

Nomination of Attorneys. William Bromson of Suffield, to be a Judge 

of the Court of Common Pleas. 

MR. O'LEARY (60th)1 

Mr. Speaker, I move acceptance of the joint committ e's favor­

able report and adoption of the resolution. 

THE SPEAKERt 

Question is on adoption of the joint committee's favorable 

report and adoption of the Resolution. Will you remark, sir1 

MR. O'LEARY (60th)1 

Yes,Mr. Speaker. It is a great pleasure for me to b able to 

stand and support the nomination of Bill Bromson of Suffield as Judge of the 

16 
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"holder of the contract directly or indirectly buys such goods at such resale, the 
THE proceeds of the resale sh 11 be considered to be either the amount [bid by the holde 
of the contract) PAID FOR SUCH GOODS AT SUCH SALE or the fair cash RETAIL marke 
value of such goods at the time of the [resale) REPOSSESSION, whichever is greater 
EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN UBSECTION ) OF THIS SECTION[; but th• 
amount bid shall be presumptiv evidence of such fair cas market value) . 

. In line 153, place a comma after the word "buyer" and add "EXCEPT M 
PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (s) OP THIS SECTION." 

After line 153, add an w aubsection (g}, u follows and renumber the remainin1 
subsections accordingly: 

"(SL) IF THE GOODS RETAKEN IS AN AUTOMOBILE THE AGGREGATI 
CASH PRICE OP WHICH WAS MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDREL 
DOLLARS, THE P IMA FACIE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF SUCH AUTOMOBILE 
SHALL BE ONE-HALF OF THE SUM OF THE AVERAGE TRADE-IN VALUE PLUS THE 
AVERAGE RETAIL VALUE OF SUCH AUTOMOBILE AS STA TED IN THE NATIONAi 
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION USED CAR GUIDE, EASTERN EDITION, A~ 
OF THE DA TE OF REPOSSESSION. IN THE EVENT THAT THE VALUE OF suer 
AUTOMOBILE IS NOT STATED IN SUCH PUBLICATION, THEN THE FAIR MARKE1 
VALUE AT RETAIL MINUS THE REASONABLE COSTS OF RESALE SHALL Bf 
DETERMINED BY THE COURT. THE PRIMA F ACIE EVIDENCE OF FAIR MARKE1 
VALUE OF SUCH AUTOMOBILE SO DETERMINED MAY BE REBUTTED ONLY B't 
DIRECT IN-COURT TESTIMONY. IF SUCH VALUE OF THE AUTOMOBILE IS LE~ 
THAN THE BALANCE DUE UNDER THE CONTRACT, PLUS THE ACTUAL AN[ 
REASONABLE EXPENSES OF THE RETAKING OF POSSESSION, THE HOLDER OF 
THE CONTRACT MAY RECOVER FROM THE RETAIL BUYER, OR FROM ANYONI­
WHO HAS SUCCEEDED TO HIS OBLIGATIONS, AS A DEFICIENCY, THE AMOUN1 
BY WHICH SUCH LIABILITY EXCEEDS SUCH FAIR MARKET VALUE, AS DEFINED 11' 
THIS SUBSECTION. IF THE ACTUAL RESALE PRICE RECEIVED BY THE HOLDER 
EXCEEDS SUCH FAIR MARKET VALUE, AS DEFINED IN THIS SUB ECTION, THF 
ACTUAL RESALE PRICE SHALL GOVERN." 

· In line 178, place a comma after the word "DUE" and insert the words "EXCEP1 
TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY SUBSECTION (g) OF THIS SECTION." 

In line 191, place a comma after."(f}," delete the word "AND" and after the lette, 
" (g)," in rt "AND (h) ," 

ln line 203, delete the word "AND," and insert a comma, and after the lette, 
"(h)," in rt "AND (I) ." 

Add a new section 2 as follows : 
"Sec. 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1978, and shall apply to all contract, 

entered into or after said date." 
Senator Ciccarello of the 25th explained the bill as amended and moved iii 

pas e. 
Rem rking unfavorably on the bill as amended were Senators Neiditz of the 5th 

Alfano of the 7th, Sullivan of the 18th 
The Chair ordered that the vote be taken by roll call 
The following la the result of the vote. 
Total number Voting , ... , .... .. .. . ......... . ............... . .... 34 
Nece ry for Passage ..... .. ... .. ..... .................... . ...... 18 
Those voting Yea ... ..... ..... ... . .. .. ....... . ...... . ....... .. 25 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Those absent and not voting ............. . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

On a roll call vote the bill pa ed as amended by Senate Amendment Schedule A 

BU !NESS FROM THE HOUSE 
FAVORABLE REPORT OF THE JOINT 

ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

The following favorabe reports were received from the House, read the second 
and third time, tabling for the calendar was dispensed with, the report of the committee 
indicated accepted and the resolutions adopted under suspension of the rules. 

L H.J. No. 132 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF COMMON 
PLEAS COURT JUDGE ELLEN 8. BURNS OF HAMDEN, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE 
SUPERIOR COURT. 
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Senator Ciccarello of the 25th absented himself from the Chamber under Rule 15. 
Senator Neiditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved it1 adoption. 
Remarking favorably on the resolutions were Senators Rome of the 8th, Flynn of 

the 17th, DeNardis of the 34th, Alfano of the 7th, Finney of the 36th. 
The Chair ordered that the vote be taken by eecret by roll call. 
The following is the result of the vote. 
Total number Voting . . . . . ... . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. ..... .. ..... . ....... . .. 30 
Necessary for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Those voting Yea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O 
Those absent and not voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

On a roll call vote the resolution was adopted in concurrence. 

H.J . No . 133 RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF 
ATTORNEY S. WILLIAM BROMSON OF SUFFIELD, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE COURT 
OF COMMON PLEAS. 

the 8th. 

Senator Neiditz of the 5th remarked on the resolution and moved lt1 adoption. 
Remarking favorably on the resolution were Senators Alfano of the 7th, Rome of 

The Chair ordered that the vote be taken by aecret roll call. 
The following i1 the result of the vote. 
Total number Voting . . ... . . . .... ... . . . . . ... .... . .... . .. . ... ... . . 28 
Necessary for Adoption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 
Those voting Yea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Those voting Nay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Those absent and not voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

On a roll call vote the resolution wu adopted in concurrence. 
On motion of Senator Rome of the 8th, the resolution were Immediately 

transmitted to the Secretary of the State under 1u1pension of the rule■. 
BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAR 
FAVORABLE REPORT OF THE 
JOINT STANDING COMMrITEE 

BILLS PASSED AND RESOLtmONS AOOPTED 
The following favorable report, were taken from the table, re d the thlrd time, 

the reports of the Committee indicated ccepted and the bills and resolutions tran !erred to 
the Consent Calendar, the bills Paaaed and the Resolutions were Adopted. 

The Environment Subetitute for H.B. No. 5681 (COMM) (File o. 243, 437) AN 
ACT CONCERNING TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO THE INLAND WETLANDS 
ACT.(As amended by Hou Amendment Schedul "A","B" and "C"). 

Senator Hanaen of the 30th moved for rejection of House Amendments Schedule 
A, B, and C. 

On a voice vote the motion carried. 
Senator Hanaen of the 30th explained the bill and on his motion It was transferred 

to the Consent Calendar. 

Transportation. Subetitute for S.B. No. 452 (COMM) (File No. 421) AN ACT 
CONCERNING CONNECTICUT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY.(A1 
amended by Senate Amendment Schedule "A"). 

Senator Strada of the 27th offered Senate Amendment Schedule A and moved ets 
adoption. 

On a voice vote the amendment wu adopted. 
Senutor Strada of the 27th explained th ill u amended and on hie motion it wu 

transferred to the Conaent Calendar. 
The followin1 ia Senate Amendment Schedule A 
In line 8, remove the bracket, from around the word "at te" 
In line 8, strike the words "PUBUC tmLITIES CONTROL AtITHORITY" 9 

Human Servic . Substitute for 8.8. No. 2 (COMM) (File No. 462) AN ACT 
CONCERNING THE COMMITTEE ON STATE PAYMENTS TO HOSPITALS. 
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THE CLERK: 

Page nineteen of the Calendar, last item on the page. 

We passed this temporarily. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Julianelle. 

SENATOR JULIANELLE: 

Mr. President, I would like to move that that resolution 

be passed retaining its place on tqe Calendar. (Cal. 525) 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Passed retaining. 

THE CLERK: 

f r~c 

The Clerk has two items that had been on the Agenda for 

today. Favorable report, let's see, where are we. These are 

judicial nominations. H,J,R. 132, RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE 

NOMINATION OF COMMON PLEAS COURT JUDGE ELLEN B. BURNS OF HAMDEN, ! 

TO BE A JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. Favorable report of the 

Committee on Judiciary. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator eiditz. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: (5th) 

Mr. President, I move suspension of the rules for 

immediate consideration of the resolution. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Hearing no objection, so ordered. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

Mr. Preside nt, Judge Ellen Burns, who is now on the 
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Court of Common Pleas, and has been nominated by the Governor 

to be on the Superior Court, is an outstanding individual. Most 

of us knew her here in the Legislature when she was the chief 

attorney of the Legislative Commissioners Office and gave all 

of us wise counsel and she has continued to be a scholar in 

the law on the Court of Common Pleas. I guess she started on 

the Circuit Court and with the merger she is now in Common 

Pleas and has really been a credit to the bench. I would note 

that she is the first woman to be appointed in this state to 

the Superior Court, to be nominated to the Superior Court and 

with the action that we ·will hopefully take now, we will 

finish the confirmation process. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. May I add that it is very timely that we 

act on this because I understand there is am mber of her 

family who would be leaving tomorrow and the expectation is 

that she might be sworn in tomorrow morning before the member 

leaves. Thank you. Senator Rome. 

SENATOR ROME: 

I yield for a disqualification. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Ciccarello. 

SENATOR CICCARELLO: (25th) 

Yes. May my abstention be noted. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

The record will note your absence. Senator Rome. 
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roe SENATOR ROME: (8th) 

Mr. President, I don't want to belabor the time of the 

debate today, but I think I would be remiss if I didn't rise 

in support of the nomination of Ellen Burns because I have 

worked with Ellen when she was in the Legislative Commissioners 

Office and have grown to respect her more than I could ever have 

expected that I would. Even after she left and when she was 

here, I had extraordinary respect for her. I never met a person 

in any facet of the law or for that matter in any other pro-

fession or business who so dedicated herself to her responsibili ies. 

The clock meant nothing to her. The responsibilities rested 

very squarely on the right shoulders whenever there were 

responsibilities in her office. She has made, to the best of 

my knowledge, and understanding from talking to other counsels 

throughout the state, an exceptional judge as we all predicted 

that she would. And I would hope that we would take that 

unusual p r ocedure, which we occasionally do take, confirming a 

judge unanimously. I realize it is secret ballot and I urge 

confirmation unanimously out of respect for her present perfor­

mance as well as out of the remembrance for her past performance 

and service to the law because her drafting, supervision and 

dr aft ing abil i ties were as important a service to the law, and 

to the laws and the Constitution of the State of Connecticut as 

her service in the judicial department. I would urge sincerely 

and ask each and every one of you to 'oin with me in voting 

confirmation and showing her our respect for her and our applaus 

for her performance. 
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THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. Senator Flynn. 

SENATOR FLYNN: (17th) 

Mr. President. I rise also to join in the remarks that 

have been made by Senator Rome and Senator Neiditz. Some years 

ago, I worked for Judge Ellen Burns, drafting bills and have 

had the occasion. to work with her up here. She is a person of 

unusual qualifications. I think she has not only the temperment 

but the intelligence and industry to make an excellent Superior 

Court Judge. This is truly a good appointment. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. Senator DeNardis. 

SENATOR DENARDIS: (34th) 

Yes, Mr. President. Very briefly, I would like to 

associate my remarks with those that have spoken before me. 

Judge Burns is a neighbor, a fellow parishoner and a very 

distinguished graduate of the college that I am associated with 

and have been for the pat ten or eleven years. Judge Burns 

is one of the most intelligent, cultured and judicious people 

I know and if there is a living personification of judge, she 

comes very, very close to that ideal. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. Senator Alfano. 

SENATOR ALFANO: (7th) 

Mr. President, I, too, highly endorse the eminent Judge 

Burns to the Superior Court. Having worked with her since 

roe 
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1959, I think I am well aware of her capabilities and her 

qualifications. Not only has she been an outstanding director 

of the office of legislative commissioners office, but since 

she has been on the bench, she certainly impressed all of the 

attorneys who had the opportunity to appear in her court. I 

have had that opportunity on two occasions. I know that any 

litigant who appea~s in a court under which she presides comes 

out feeling that justice has really been rendered in their 

particular situation, regardless in what way she has ruled. 

I think this is really an outstanding appointment and I 

certainly think that we in Connecticut can be proud of or firs 

lady on the Superior Court bench of this state. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Finney. 

SENATOR FINNEY: (36th) 

Mr. President, may I just add, very briefly, I think 

she is one of the finest people that ever was in the State 

Capitol, at least during my time. She is completely fair. She 

is entirely devoted to what is right and good and I think she 

i s pr?bably one of the finest judges we will ever have. I 

wish her joy. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Thank you. The Clerk will make the announcement for a 

roll call. 

THE CLERK: 

There will be an immediate roll call vote in the Senate 

138 . 
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on a judicial nomination. Would all senators please return 

to the chamber. An immediate roll call vote will take place 

in the Senate on a judicial nomination. Would all seIEtors 

please return to the chamber. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Rome. 

SENATOR ROME: 

Mr. President, I just wanted to remind Senator Bozzuto 

so he might remind Senator Dinielli so he might remind Doctor 

Gunther, Senator Gunther, that we are talkinga about the 

judicial nomination of Ellen Burns and that we had made the 

remark that it would be very appropriate if the vote on this 

one could be unanimous. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Senator Gunther. 

SENATOR GUNTHER: (21st) 

Mr. President, I voted last time for Judge Burns. I 

think that she . is the type of a judge we need in the State of 

Connecticut. I am very happy to even waive the confidentiality 

of the vote if you would like. This is the type of judge I 

like to see up here before us and I wish there were more of 

them. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

I never understand why they question Senator Gunther. 

ARe we ready to vote? The machine may be open. You may record 

your vote. Has everyone voted? The machine is closed. You 

139 
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may tally the vote. (Applause was heard when tally was 

shown on the board}. · It certa inly is a tribute to Judge Burns. 

Total Number Voting ••....•• 30 
Necessary for Passage. . . • . 16 

Voting Yea •... 30 
Voting Nay .•..•..• O 
Absent and Not Voting •. 6 

THE NOMINATION IS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: 

The Clerk has another resolution. 

THE CLERK: 

The Clerk has House Joint Resolution 133 , Favorable 

report of the joint standing cornrn:ittee on Judiciary. RESOLUTION 

CONFIRMING THE NOMINATION OF ATTORNEYS. WILLIAM BROMSON OF 

SUFFIELD TO BE A JUDGE OF THE COU.m'OF COMMON PLEAS. 

THE PRESIDENT·, 

Senator Neiditz . 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: (5th} 

Yes. Mr. President, I move for suspension of the rus 

for immediate consideration of the house joint r esolution. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Hearing no objection, so ordered. You may proceed. 

SENATOR NEIDITZ: ~ 

Mr. President, I yield to Senator Alfano. 

THE PRESIDEN'l': 

Senator Alfano. 

SENATOR ALFANO: (7th} 

Mr. President, I think it is only fitting t o say that 

roe 
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