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Dear Ms. Harris: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1981 

Thank you for your mailgram of June 27, 1981 to the 
President recommending Betty Southard Murphy to fill the 
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States created 
by the announcement of the retirement of Associate Justice 
Potter Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced 
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor 
for the position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing 
to the President regarding t his important appointment and 
bringing the outstanding attributes of Betty Murphy to his 
attention. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~" - ~~ 
Fred F. Fielding~ 

Counsel to the President 

Marie Z. Harris, Esq. 
International President 
Kappa Beta Pi Legal Association 
10435 Edgewood Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

-----· 
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1•014,44A178 06/27/81 res IPMWAWG WSH WSMC 
07131 MGM WASHINGTON DC 111 06•27 &OP EDT 

fJ 
THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN 
PRESIDENTIAL PE SON -~ 
THE WHITE HOUS 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

DEAR MR, PRESIDENT 

0 020 2 

KAPPA BETA PI LEGAL ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONAL REQUESTS YOUR 
CONSIDERATION OF T~E APPOINTMENT OF B TTY SOUTHARD MURPHY TO THE 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT, MS MUR PHY HAS BEEN A PROMINENT ATTORNEY 
FOR MANY YEARS AND HAS SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL · LASOR 
RELATIONS BOARD, HER ACCOMPLISHMENT ARE WELL KNOWN AND WE ELIEV 
HER JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE ON THE 80ARO EMINENTLY QUALIPIES HER OR · TMIS 
POSITION, SHE HAS ROOTS IN THE TATE OF OHIO WHICH IS ALSO THE HOME 
STATE O RETIRING JUSTICE POTTER STEWART, MS MUR~MY IS UNAWARE OF 
THI ENOORSEM NT, THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAVORABL CONSIDERATION, 

SINC RELY 

MA IE Z, HARRI 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE ~HITE PAGES 

OF YOUR TELEPH1JNE DIRECTORY . 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL FREE) 800-257-2241 
◄ • ! 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-2271) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOMASTER SYSTEM DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX ......• · . ...... 1 ••••• 61.61 FROM TWX ................ 910 420 1212 
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.JOHN C. DANFORTH 

MISSOURI 

• UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON , D . C. 

June 25, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

03 0220 

I am writing to suggest the name of Judge Albert L. Rendlen 
of the Missouri Supreme Court for your consideration for appointment 
as Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Judge Rendlen is highly regarded as a jurist and as a 
leader within the Missouri Bar. He was appointed to the court in 
1977 and his service there has been of great value to the state of 
Missouri. He will soon become Chief Justice of the Missouri Supreme 
Court. Prior to his appointment to the Missouri Court, Judge 
Rendlen was a partner in the law firm Rendlen and Rendlen in 
Hannibal, Missouri, where he developed a reputation as an out­
standing trial lawyer. A civic and political leader prior to his 
appointment to the bench, he served as Chairman of the Missouri 
Republican Party in 1973 and 1974. 

Judge Rendlen's judicial philosophy reflects a respect for 
the separation of powers and a fundamentalist approach to the role 
of the courts in the decision-making process. In addition, he is an 
able administrator with a continuing interest in the elimination 
of court congestion and delay. He has played a constructive role 
in bringing up to date operating procedures to the Missouri courts. 

Judge Rendlen is a man of conviction and traditional values 
whose views and philosophy of government are consistent with your 
own. He would bring intelligent and tireless energy to the great 
challenges that face the Supreme Court. His appointment would 
lend strength and support to those who seek to preserve and protect 
the fundamental values and principles that have guided this country 
from its beginning. 

Sincerely ~ ---
r \ 

J~~ 
John C. Danforth 



ALBERT L. RENDLEN 
Supreme Court of Missouri 

Supreme Court Building 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

Presiding Judge, Division One, Supreme Court of Missouri 

Born: April 7, 1922, Hannibal, Missouri. 

Married to Dona L. Meeker. 

Children: Albert L. Rendlen, Jr., age 26. 
Susan Virginia Rendlen, age 22. 

Graduate, Hannibal High School, 1939; 

• 

Attended William Jewell College, Liberty, Missouri,1939-1941; 

University of Illinois, Champaign, Illinois, 1941-1943; 
Bachelor of Arts Degree, major in Political Science 
and History, January, 1943; 

Enlisted United States Army, november, 1942. Active duty 
April 1, 1943 to January, 1946. Served as rifleman, 63d 
Armored Infantry Battalion, European Theater of Operations, 
August, 1944 to January, 1946. 

While on active duty, attended Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California (one semester), and University of California, 
Berkeley, California (two semesters). 
Major areas of interests, engineering and languages; 

University of Michigan, School of Law, February, 1946 to 1948. 
Attained Juris Doctor Degree, May, 1948. After Missouri 
Bar Examination, was admitted to practice August, 1948. 

Joined the firm of Rendlen, Whtie & Rendlen, Hannibal, Missouri, 
August, that year, and continued as a partner in that firm 
to September 19, 1974. 

During these 26 years, was principally involved in trial and 
appellate practice in State and Federal Courts in the region 
of eastern Missouri, southern Iowa and western Illinois. 
Occasional practice in other states, including New York, 
Florida, Colorado, New Jersey, Kansas and Wisconsin. 



AFFILIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES RELATED TO LEGAL PROFESSION INCLUDE 
THE FOLLOWING: 

Member, Board of Governors, Missouri Bar, 1973 - 1975; 
Past President of the Tenth Judicial Circuit Bar Association; 
Member of The Missouri Bar Association; 
Member, American Bar Association; 
Member, American Judicature Society; 
Actively engaged in committee work of the Missouri Bar Association 

for 25 years. Principal involvement, Civil - Criminal Procedure 
and Torts Committees; 

Board of Governors Liaison to Family Law Committee of the Missouri 
Bar, 1973-1975; 

Legal Specialist 1951 through 1970, United States Coast Guard Reserve. 
During this period of service, was assigned as Executive Offic er 
and Legal Officer to Naval Reserve Training Center 9-16. 

Periods of active dut y for training included; 
School of Naval Justice, Newport, Rhode Island; 
Judge Advocate General School; New Orleans, Louisiana; 
U.S . Coast Guard Headquarters, Legal Office, Washington, D.C.; 
Staff Legal Officer, .Naval Task Force #43 (Antarctic 

Expedition 1956); Prepared brief and anal ysis of the 
Legal Basis for United States claims in Antarctica; 

District Legal Office, 2d Coast Guard Headquarters, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

City Attorney, Alexandria, Missouri, 1950-1954; 
United States Commissioner, Eastern District of Missouri, 1953-1955. 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY: 

Active in Republican politics for many years; 
Vice-President, Missouri YRC 1948-1950; 
Served eight years as Chairman of the Marion County Republican 

Central Committee; 
Former Chairman of the 9th Congressional District Committee; 
Member of the Republican State Committee, 1972-1974; 
Chairman of the Republican Party of Missouri,1973 - 1974; 
Appointed Judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals, St. Louis District, 

under the Missouri Nonparti s an Court Plan, 19 74, and assumed 
office September 20 of that year. At the 1976 General Election, 
was retained in office for a twelve year term ending December 31, 
1988. 

Resigned to accept appointment as Judge of the Missouri Supreme 
Court on January 5, 1977. At the 1978 General Election, was 
retained in office for a twelve year term ending December 31, 
1990. Currently Presiding Judge, Division One, of the Missouri 
Supreme Court -- will become Chief Justice, July 1, 1983. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1981 

Dear Senator Scott: 

Thank you for your letter of June 25, 1981 to the President 
recommending Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly to fill the vacancy on 
the Supreme Court of the United States created by the 
announcement of the retirement of Associate Justice · Potter 
Stewart. 

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his 
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for 
the position. The President was presented with a most 
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well 
qualified individuals to consider. 

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to 
the President regarding this important appointment and 
bringing the outstanding attributes of Phyllis Schlafly to 
his attention. 

The Honorable Eva F. Scott 
Senator 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
17th Senatorial District 
Route 3, Box 1 
Amelia, Virginia 23002 

Sincerely, 

/sJ F -F 
Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



.. 
' 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

/ EVA F . SCOTT COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 
17 TH SE NATORIAL DIST RICT 

AM E L IA , BRUNSWIC K , CUMBERL AND , 

L U NENBURG , MEC KLE N BURG , NOTTOWAY, 

POWHAT AN A ND THE W ESTE RN PART O F 

CHESTE RFIELD COUNT Y SENATE 
June 25, 1981 

AGRICULTURE , CONSERVATION AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
G E NERAL LAWS 

LOCAL GOVERNME NT 

ROUTE 3 . BOX 1 

AM ELI A , V I RGINI A 23002 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, n.c. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

030235 

Re: Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly 
S~preme Court Appointment 

I would wholeheartedly recommend your sincere 
consideration of Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly for an appointment 

-to the Supreme Court~ 

No person •••• man or woman •••• values more highly 
the traditional principles on which this nation was founded, 
nor is anyone· more attuned to the home and family stnicture 
which basically provides the strength and backbone of our 
people. 

There is much discussipn concerning your desire 
to appoint a woman to the Supreme Court and the scarcity of 
qualified women from which to choose. · Phyllis has the legal 
qualifications, the business experience, a broad knowledge 
of the United States and its people, as well as the capability 
and personality to not only render equitable justice in . 
decisions but to preserve the freedoms which we all treasure. 

I ~an think of no other person who would better 
fill thi s position anct for this reason ask that Phyllis Schlafly 
be given all possible consideration for appointment to the 
Supreme Court. We tnily need her philosophy at this perilous 
time. 

Sincerely, 

EMS/JME 
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Thank you for your letter to the Preaident recoamending Judge 
Albert L. Rendlen to fill the vacancy oa the Supreme Court o:t 
tbe Ull1ted Stataa created by the anoouncement ot the ret1r81Sl8at 
of .&aaociate Justice Potter Stewart. 

As JOU kAo•. the President baa auowaced hia intention to nomi­
nate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for the position. The 
Preaident waa pr aented with a moat difficult deciaion. as there 
were muJ extNNNlJ well qualified individual• worthy of his 
oonaideration. 

•• very much appreciate your tu.ins the time to let ue know your 
viewa regarding th1a important appointment and for bringing the 
outstanding attribute• of. J~• Albert L. lleadlen to our atten­
tion. 

With my very beat wiahea, 

The Honox-able John .bhcroft 
Attorney General 
State of Klaaouri 
Jetteraon City. M1aaour1 66102 
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(314) 751-3321 

JOHN ASHCROFT 

JEFFERSON CITY 

65102 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

June 26, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

o □ 23n 

Governmental principles you have long championed and 
the American people have endorsed by your election may well 
rise or fall with your selection of a nominee to succeed 
Justice Potter Stewart on the United States Supreme Court. 
My interest in your success in implementing those principles 

// moves me to urge your consideration of Judge Albert L. 
/i Rendlen of the Missouri Supreme Court for the position. 

Judge Rendlen's career in the law has exemplified the 
highest order of scholarship and service. After 26 years of 
successful and varied private practice based in his home 
community of Hannibal, Missouri, he was appointed to the 
Missouri Court of Appeals in 1974. In January, 1977, he 
accepted appointment to the Missouri Supreme Court. He 
presently serves as Presiding Judge of Division One of the 
Supreme Court and will become Chief Justice in 1983. 

Judge Rendlen is a thorough, energetic scholar and a 
prolific writer. In my experience as Attorney General, and 
previously as an assistant attorney gene ral, I have known 
him to be consistently painstaking in his analysis of the 
law and facts of each case addressed. Although a man of 
strong personal beliefs, commitment to principles of judicial 
restraint leads him to concentrate on deciding cases rather 
than promoting causes from the bench. He is interested in 
applying the law rather than expanding it and will never be 
one who tortures the law to reach a result which tortures 
the people. 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
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Case after case could be cited as example of this 
commitment, but a recent one which comes first to my mind 
also demonstrates Judge Rendlen's determination to permit a 
legislature proper constitutional freedom to deal with the 
growing problem of violent crime. In Sours v. State, 603 
S.W.2d 592 (Mo. bane) 1980, he steadfastly dissented from a 
decision in which the Missouri Supreme Court reversed a 
conviction for armed criminal action on the basis of a 
double jeopardy claim, despite indications from the United 
States Supreme Court that reversal was unnecessary: 

"I conclude the majority opinion confers 
upon courts a role neither contemplated by those 
who ratified the Fifth Amendment nor supported 
by subsequent Supreme Court decisions interpreting 
it. As Justice Frankfurter analyzed a similar 
claim, ' .•. Whatever views may be entertained regarding 
severity of punishment, whether one believes in 
its efficacy or its futility, these are peculiarly 
questions of legislative policy.'" (614) 

Judge Rendlen's position was vindicated in a recent 
opinion of the United States Supreme Court of Albernaz v. 
United States 450 U.S. , 101 s.ct. 1177 (March 1981), 
authored by Justice Rehnquist. 

In addition to involvement as a leader in his profession, 
Judge Rendlen was active in political and community work 
prior to his appointment under the Missouri Nonpartisan 
Court Plan. A conservative Republican, he served in various 
party positions including State Chairman of the Republican 
Party. He continues to be very active in a great number of 
spheres of interest and could offer many years of energetic 
service on the Supreme Court. His influence there would 
strongly support the conservative values of individualism, 
fede ralism, and fundamental justice that are so in need of 
support today. 

Thank you for your consideration of Judge Rendlen. 

Sincerely, 

JOHN ASHCROFT 
Attorney General 
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COMMITTEES: 
DON NICKLES 

OKLAHOMA 
ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 

June 25, 1981 
LABOR AND HUMAN 

RESOURCES 

SMALL BUSINESS 

Washington, D.C. 20500 03 261 

Dear Mr. President: 

I wish to strongly recommend Judge Ralph G. Thompson 
of Oklahoma City for the vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court 
created by the retirement of Justice Potter S. Stewart. 

Judge Thompson, who was appointed to his current position 
as U.S. District Judge for the Western District of Oklahoma 
by President Ford, upon the recommendation of the late Senator 
Dewey Bartlett, has several assets which make him an especially 
appealing choice for the Supreme Court. 

Judge Thompson not only possesses the strict constructionist 
outlook which is so important, but he is also highly respected 
for his integrity and for his judicial demeanor. His views on 
the moral, social and political issues which might come before 
the Court are very much in line with yours. Additionally, he 
has the advantage of being young enough to allow for many years 
of service to the Court. 

Of significant note is the fact that, after 5½ years of 
heavy criminal trial dockets, Judge Thompson has never been 
reversed in a single criminal jury trial. 

Politically, Judge Thompson was a member of the Oklahoma 
State House of Representatives from 1966-70, giving up his House 
seat in 1970 to run for Lieutenant Governor on the Republican 
ticket with then Governor Dewey Bartlett. 

It is with the full knowledge of the tremendous responsibility 
you bear in making this decision that I make this recommendation. 
Your consideration of Judge Thompson is ry much appreciated. 

DN/lrl 

820 OLD POST OFFICE BLOG. 
214N.W. 3RD 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73102 
#405, 231-4941 

Best ards, 

~~ 
DON NICKLES 
U.S. Senator 

3003 FEDERAL BLOG. 
333 W. 4TH 
TULSA, OK 74103 
#918, !581-7651 

1916 LAKE ROAD 
PoNCA CITY, OK 74601 
#405, 767-1270 
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F A C T S H E E T 

RALPH G. THOMPSON 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

P.O. Box 1996 
Oklahoma City, OK 73101 

U.S. Courthouse 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

PERSONAL AND EDUCATION 

* A native of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, born December 15, 1934. 

* Attended Oklahoma City public schools. 

* Graduated from the University of Oklahoma Law School in 1961. 

* Member of Phi Beta Kappa. 

* He and his wife, Barbara, have three daughters, Lisa, Elaine 
and Maria. 

* Is a member of St. John's Episcopal Church of Oklahoma City. 

* Named "Oklahoma City's Outstanding Young Man" for 1967 and was 
later named one of ·11 Three Outstanding Young Oklahomans" for 1968 
by the Oklahoma State Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

JUDICIAL/PROFESSIONAL 

* .Recommended by Sen. Dewey F. Bartlett (R-Okla.) and appointed 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

by President Ford as United States District Judge for the Westerrr 
District of Oklahoma, October 14, 1975, becoming, at age 40, the 
nation's third youngest United States judge then serving. 

Named "Outstanding Federal Trial Judge in the State of Oklahoma" 
by Oklahoma Trial Lawyers Association, July 1980. 

Served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, by 
designation (1981). 

Served as teaching judge, U.S. Attorney General's Advocacies 
Institt r~, Washington, D.C., March, 1981. 

Served as a Special Justice of the Supreme Court of Oklahoma 
in 1970. 

From 1961 to his appointment as federal judge he was in private 
law practice in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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Ralph G. Thompson 
Page two 

* President of the Oklahoma Young Lawyers' Conference, the 
organization of all Oklahoma Lawyers under age 36, in 1965. 

* President of the Oklahoma City Lawyers Club in 1969. 

* Chairman of the General Practice Section of the Oklahoma Bar 
Association, 1973-75. 

* Trustee, Oklahoma Bar Foundation, 1966-1969. 

* Elected to membership in the Oklahoma Bar Association House of 
Delegates in 1964, 1970 and 1971. 

* Elected to Board of Directors, Oklahoma County Bar Association to 
serve 1974-1977. 

* Member, American Bar Association and American Judicature Society. 

* Elected a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, 1976. 

CIVIC 

* Served as Chairman of the 13-state Midwestern Area Advisory 
Council of the American National Red Cross in 1973; served as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, American Red Cross of 
Oklahoma County, 1971-1973. 

* Appointed by the President of the University of Oklahoma to that 
institution's Board of Visitors to serve from 1975-1978. 

MILITARY 

* 

* 

Is an active, officer member of the United States Air Force 
Reserve. 

Was engaged in criminal investigations and counter-intelligence 
activities as a Special Agent of the Office of Special Investigations 
(USAF), serving in Oklahoma, Washington, D.C. and Nationalist China 
from 1957 to 1960; commanded two "OSI" offices, including respon­
sibility for OSI op erations in southern Taiwan. These duties 
included investigations of major crimes in which the Air Force 
had an interest, such as murder, arson, fraud , theft of government 
property, sabotage, espionage and counter intelligence activies 
in the Far East. 

GOVERNMENTAL/POLITICAL 

* Was elected to the Oklahoma House of Representatives in 1966, 
re-elected in 1968 and served as Assistant Minority (Republican) 
Floor Leader. 
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Ralph G. Thompson 
Pag e thr ee 

* 

* 

* 

As a first-term member of the House, he was one of the chief 
authors of tke Oklahoma Judicial Reform Plan which, by 
constitutionai amendment, provided a new court system for the 
State of Oklahoma. 

Served as a member of the Oklahoma Crime Commission, was a member 
of the Special Judiciary Committee which wrote a recommended new 
narcotics and drug act for Oklahoma and helped design and serve 
on the first Oklahoma Narcotics and Drug Abuse Council which was 
charged with developing a comprehensive drug control and 
education program for the State of Oklahoma. 

Did not seek re-election in 1970 to be the Republican nominee 
for Lt. Governor of Oklahoma as the running mate of then 
Governor (later U.S. Senator) Dewey F. Bartlett. 

0 
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JUDICIAL PHILOSOPHY: An example of Judge Thompson:s philosophf 
on the role of the judiciary to interpret,_not legislate, la~ is 

f 11 . (Excerpted from a case he decided June 4, 1980 11: as o ows. · · 1 t 
which several states and others challenged the const1tut1ona 1 Y 
of the Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978). 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, et al, ) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

THE STATE OF WYOMING, et al, ) 
) 

Intervening Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION) 
) 

Defendant, ) 
) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
) 

Intervening Defendant. ) 

MEMO'RANDUM OPINION 

* * * 

No. · crv~1s-012s1-T 

'However doubtful the Court might be that the method chosen 
by Congress to encourage production and exploration and insure 
availability of natural gas is a wise one, it is not the 
function of the judiciary to re-write the law by substituting 
its judgment in such policy matters for that of Congress. 
* * *' 

CONCLUSION 

'In accordance with the foregoing, the Court finds the 
Natural Gas Policy Act to be constitutional. This decision 
does not find the Act to be wise or fair or best suited to 
meet the present and future economic and energy needs of the 
nation. But it is fundamental that establishment of policy in 
these respects is the business of the elected legislative branch­
the Congress. As long as the laws enacted are within its 
constitutional authority the Courts are not empowered fore-write, 
or veto them, or to second-guess or otherwise undo its chosen 
policy despite possible errors of judgment . * * *"' 



U.S. DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

Number of Judgeships Currently Authorized: 3 2/3 

Number of Additional Judgeships Recommended: 1 

The Western district of Oklahoma had the ninth highest 
weighted caseload in the nation in 1980, with 440 weighted 
filings per judge, compared to the national average of 353. 
The number of new filings was also high---443 new cases per 
judge in this district in 1980, compared to the national average 
of 365. The number of pending cases was relatively low---283 
cases per judgeship in Western Oklahoma compared to the national 
average of 386 in 1980. The termination rate per judge has been 
consistently high over the past five years. In 1980, this district 
ranked tenth highest with 462 terminations per judge, compared 
to the national average of 349. Median times for processing 
both civil and criminal cases have been very low. In 1980, this 
district ranked thirteenth in processing criminal cases, and 
eleventh in processing all civil cases, but ranked ninth in 
processing those civil cases that went to trial. This district 
also had an extraordinarily high number of trials completed per 
judge---72 compared to the national average of 38---which ranked 
this district third highest in 1980. Although the judges in this 
district have been extremely productive, the volume of new cases 
and their complexity require an additional judgeship to maintain 
this record of performance. 

STATEMENT OF THE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE OF THE 

UNITED STATES TO THE CONGRESS-1981 
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The President 

Qtongrtss of tbe Wnittb S5>tatts 
1!,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Ba~bington, 119,<ii;. 20515 

June 29, 1981 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

030 326 

We, the undersigned Members of the Congress, respectfully 
submit for your consideration the name of Judge Sol Wachtler as a 
candidate for the Supreme Court Justice position being vacated by the 
resignation of Justice Potter Stewart. 

We are well acquainted with Judge Wachtler, and know he is 
supremely qualified to become a Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Judge Wachtler is currently serving a 14 year term as Judge of New 
York's highest court, the New Yoik State Court of Appeals. His 
election to this court in 1972 followed five years of service as a 
Justice of the New York State Supreme Court. 

In addition to this judicial experience, Judge Wachtler is an 
internationally known authority on the law. He has served as a 
lecturer in law at Columbia University, Yale University, the University 
of Leyden in Holland, Washington and Lee University, Hofstra University, 
Brooklyn Law School and others. During his military service he 
served as an Instructor in military law at the Provost Marshall 
General Center. He also served as Courts Martial advisor for the 
convening authority at Camp Gordon, Georgia. 

Judge Wachtler's published articles on the law give some indication 
of the breadth of Judge Wachtler's knowledge of our judiciary and its 
relation to the U.S. Constitution. Among the more outstanding of 
these are: "America - A Nation of Laws and of People", CATHOLIC 
LAWYER, 1976; "The Evolving Constitution", NEW YORK TIMES, 1976; 
"More Action from the Court System", THE JOURNAL of the Institute for 
Socioeconomic Studies, 1978; "Our Crisis in Justice", NEWSDAY, 1972; 
"Trial Techniques", Albany Law Review, 1968; Preparation and Trial of 
Summary and Special Courts Martial", U.S. Army Pamphlet, 1953; "Can 
Our Crumbling Courts be Rebuilt?", NEWSDAY, January, 1979. 

Mr. President, Judge Wachtler would bring to the highest court 
in the land superlative legal experience and knowledge, a brilliant, 



The President 
June 29, 1981 
Page 2 

incisive mind, and a magnificent talent for expressing his op1n1ons. 
It is our firm belief that Judge Wachtler would make an outstanding 
Supreme Court Justice. 

We respectfully urge you to give very careful consideration to 
Judge Sol Wachtler in determining your choice for the next court 
appointment. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

McGRATH NORMAN F. LENT 

-
JOHN LeBOUTILLIER 

~ A,. (! .,_ __ 
GRGoRv w. CARMAN 



. 
,,. NORMAN F. LENT 

4TH DISTRICT, NEW YOIIK 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE 

2228 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDINGI 

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-7896 Gtongress of tfJe ltnfttb &,tatts 
J,ou1'e of l\eprt1'tntatibes 

lla~~fngton, I).~. 20515 

SUIICOMMmEES1 

COMMERCE, TRANSPORTATION, 
ANO TOURISM 

OVERSIGHT ANO INVESTIGATIONS 

' • Y DISTRICT OFFICE: COMMITTEE ON 
M ERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES BALDWIN PLAzA BulLDINGI 

ROOM 300, USO GRAND AVENUE 
BAI.DwlN, NEW YORK 11510 

Ta.EPHoN&: (516) llS-1616 

June 29, 1981 

Director of Congressional Liaison 
White House 

Dear Sir: 

SUBCOMMITrEES1 

PANAMA CANAL ANO OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 

COAST GUARD AND NAVIQATION 

This is to accompany the letter sent by Congressmen 
Raymond J. McGrath, Norman F. Lent, John LeBoutillier 
and Gregory W. Carman. We inadvertentely left out the 
resume. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

7/} r---· fr' _;f- r;,-
tlRMAN F. LENr--v 
Member of Congress 

NFL/ba 
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RESIDENCE 

ACADEMIC 

SOL WACHTLER, JUDGE 

NEW YORK STATE COURT OF APPEALS 

58 Fairway Drive, Manhasset, New York 11030 

Secondary: Milford Academy (Magna cum laude) 

College and Law: Washington and Lee University (cum 
laude) B.A., LL.B.; President, Student Bar Association; 
President, Law School Student Body. 

Honorary Degrees: Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) State University 
of New York; Brooklyn Law School; Albany Law School of 
Union College; Hofstra University School of Law; Washington 
and Lee University School of Law. 

Continuing education: Columbia School of Architecture; 
Fellowship graduate National College State Trial Judiciary, 
University of Nevada. 

Guest Lecturer in law: Columbia University Law Seminar, 
University of Leyden, Holland; Yale University School of 
Law; Albany Law School; St. John's Law School; Brooklyn 
Law School; Hofstra Law School. 

Guest Lecturer: Robert A. Taft Institute of Government, 
C.W. Post College, Long Island University; United States 
Information Service, Munich Germany; United States Information 
Service, Stuttgart, Germany. 

MILITARY Military Police, 1952-1954; Instructor, Military law, 
Provost Marshal General's School; in charge of Courts and 
Boards Section, Provost Marshal General Center; Courts 
Martial advisor to convening authority, Camp Gordon, 
Georgia. 

GOVERNMENTAL Councilman, Town of North Hempstead (population 250,000) 
1964; Supervisor (Chief Executive), Town of North Hempstead, 
(member, Nassau County Board of Supervisors, Chairman 
Nassau County Board of Supervisors Committees on Public 
Safety and Transportation) 1965-1967. 

JUDICIAL Appointed by Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller to New 
York State Supreme Court, January 16, 1968; elected with 
bipartisan endorsement for full term November 1968; 
served on that court until December 1972; elected as 
Judge of New York State's highest Court, the New York 
State Court of Appeals, November 1972, for 14 year term. 

PUBLICATIONS Author: "Preparation and Trial of Summary and Special 
Courts Martial", United States Army pamphlet, 1953; 
"Trial Technique", Albany Law Review, 1968; "A Trial 
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PUBLICATIONS 
continued 

HONORS 

CIVIC 
ACTIVITIES 

PERSONAL 

Judge's View of Trial Technique, New England Law Review, 
1969; 11 0ur Crisis in Justice", NEWSDAY, August 1972; "The 
Ad Damnum Clause - Anachronism?", Trial Judge's Journal, 
January 1973; "The High Cost of Victimless Crimes", 
Record of the Association of the Bar, City of New York, 
May 1973; "Divorce is Breaking Up The Court System", 
NEWSDAY, May 1973; "Right to Privacy", N.Y. LAW JOURNAL, 
2/28/74; "America - A Nation of Laws and of People", 
CATHOLIC LAWYER, 1976; 11 The Evolving Cons ti tution 11

, NEW 
YORK TIMES, 1976; "More Action From the Court System", 
THE JOURNAL of the Institute for Socioeconomic Studies, 
1978; 11 When to Settle a Law Suit", Hofstra Law Review, 
1978; "Finding the Line Between Press and Defendants' 
Rights", NEWSDAY, October 1978; "Can Our Crumbling Courts 
be Rebuilt", NEWSDAY, January, 1979; 11 It 1 s Your Turn, 
Judge", NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, February, 1981; 11 The Crime 
Scene Is Not in Court", NEWSDAY, March, 1981; Article in 
CAPITOL, COURTHOUSE, AND CITY HALL, published by Houghton, 
Mifflin, 1981. 

Recipient of annual awards from following organizations: 
New York State Trial Lawyers Annual Award, 1981; Distinguished 
Service Medallion, Nassau County Bar Association, 1980; 
Community Service Award, Great Neck Lawyers' Association 
1978; Man of the Year award Long Beach Lawyers' Association 
1978; Judicial Excellence Award, Hofstra School of Law, 
1974; Outstanding Man of Year in Law, C.W. Post College, 
1974; Criminal Courts Bar Association award, 1973; St. 
John's Law School Association, Jurist of the Year award, 
1972; Fellow, American Bar Association. 

Citizen of Year Awards: C.W. Post College, Pre-Law 
Society; Humanitarian Award Anti-Defamation League, 
Kiwanis International; Knights of Pythias, Masonic Order; 
United Cerebral Palsy of Nassau County; Boys Town of 
Italy, United Jewish Appeal, Federation of Jewish Philanthropies; 
Port Washington and Elmont Lodges Sons of Italy; National 
Guard Association; Town of North Hempstead Volunteer Fire 
Departments. 

Trustee, Long Island Jewish-Hillside Medical Center; 
Associate Trustee North Shore Hospital; District Chairman 
Boy Scouts of America; Life Member N.A.A.C.P.; trustee of 
many educational, cultural, and civic groups. 

Born: April 29, 1930 
Wife: Joan (Wolosoff) 
Children: Lauren, Marjorie, Alison and Philip 
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CLAIR W. BURGENER 
43D DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

June 26, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92188 

1&81 WEST MAIN STREET 

SUITE 100 

EL CEN'TRO, CALIFORNIA 922.43 

MAXINE GREEN 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

The President of The United States 
The White House C30 327 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

In reading various news reports, it has come to my attention that 
among those being considered by you for nomination to the high office 
of Justice of the United States Supreme Court is Judge J. Clifford Wallace 
of San Diego. As you know, Judge Wallace is now serving with great dis­
tinction on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. It is my fervent hope 
that you are indeed considering Judge Wallace and, if so, I take this 
opportunity to recommend him with no reservations whatsoever, and with 
all the enthusiasm I can muster. 

I have known Clifford Wallace for more than thirty years. We at­
tended San Diego State University together in the period 1947 - 1950. 
We were colleagues on the debate team at that time and became close 
personal friends, and have remained so ever since. I know Clifford 
Wallace to be a man of unquestioned integrity , a man who possesses an 
ideal judicial temperament , and one who is most highly respected both 
in his hometown of San Diego and throughout the nation. If appointed, 
I am certain that Clifford Wallace would reflect nothing but the highest 
credit on your Administration and would do ~l'l!r.l:~ service in the 
interest of justice in the United States. 

CWB:bb 

CLAIR W. BURGENER 
Member of Congress 
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HOWEL~HEFLIN 
~ 

ALABAMA 

... 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 

June 26, 1981 

030 342 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It has been suggested to m: that I send to you the name of 
Bill Eyster for consideration to the vacancy on the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

William Bibb Eyster is a remarkable lawyer and possesses 
the highest traits of integrity, intelligence and industry . 
He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers 
and one of the finest lawyers in the South. 

Sincerely yours, 

Howell Heflin 

HH/msa 
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MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 
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SCHEDULING 

CORESPONDENCE ANALYSIS 

Do you want to respond to scheduling 
request? 

If not, please forward to: 

Staff 

Special Reply 

Reply Processing 

Central Files 
for referral 
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"Service A b o v e Se If' 

j ~ ~ATIO~AL 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 72 BURROUGHS PLACE • BLOOMFIELD, N.J. 07003 

TELEPHONE: (201 ) 748-9144 

,, 

President Ronald Reagan 
The ~Jhi te House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

June 22, 1981 

030343 

We understand that you are now considering oam~ for appe+-r+tment 
oLJ.u.stices of . the Supr-eme Court. We, of UNICO National the 
lar est service organization in the U i es -~ ~ J ·_a -
Americans a ong- with other rtalian-American organizations, 
strongl y ur e that consideration be iven to the many qualified 
Italian-Americans in the UnitedS ta tes fo r thi s· impor ant -position . -------· - ---- - - ·------ ._ ... ·- --- ~ 

f) }IJe wo ~ld also ecom!!)fil)d !hat_~ meet~ g take plac~ so that_you may 
/ rbe~.g..gest.ions. In t e past, possible -f talian---·­

American candidates have been overlooked, and we sincerely 
hope that for this most important part of our government, this 
will not happen again. Our concern is underlined by the fact 
that despite the contributions of Italian-Americans, there has 
never been a United States Supreme Court Justice of Italian­
American ancestry. 

Looking forward to your affirmative reply. 

RRB/jmt 

Sincerely, £1.~.e~ 
~ ~RIBIN, ESQ. 
National President 

cc: Mr. Frank Stella, Pres. Niaf 
Hon. Judge Frank J. Montemuro, Pres. Sons Of Italy 
Joseph Maselli, Pres. Niaca 
Executive Body 

NATIONWIDE SERVICE CLUBS OF COMMUNITY LEADERS 

0 
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;JANE MA.RONEY 

J 
HOUSE OF REPRESENT.A,rlVES 

STA.TE OF DELA WA.RE 

LEGISLATIVE HA.LL 
DOVER, DELA.WA.RE 19901 

COID[lftEBS 
,eo5 CONCORD TURNPIKE 

WILMJNGTON, DELAWARE 19808 
ROHE, ao2-,7s-2e72 

HOUSE OFFIOB1 802•788·'1'7CS 

HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES, CHHN. 

24 June 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to add my voice to the many that I 
know are urging you to appoint a woman to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

In fact, it would be hard to conceive that in this 
great land of ours that one could not find a woman 
with the qualities that would enchance the workings 
of the Court by bringing to it an understanding 
heretofore lacking. 

Yours is a great opportunity and I will abide by and 
support your decision. Please take a great step 
forward. 

JM/hfk 

Sincerely, 

/~ 
Jane Maroney 
Representative 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. ~~ 13 

SPONSOR Reps. Maroney, Fallon, 

Smith, Soles, Jester, 
Anderson 

------ JU Ii 2 4 1981 

RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN TO ACCEPT THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO BE THE FIRST PRESIDENT TO APPOINT A QUALIFIED WOMAN 
TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WHEREAS, in the 192-year history of the Supreme Court of the 

United States our Presidents have appointed 105 Justices and Chief 

Justices; and 

WHEREAS, no President has appointed a woman to the Supreme 

Court of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Potter Stewart, after more than 20 years on 

the Supreme Court, has disclosed that he will retire on July J, 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the vacancy created by Justice Stewart's retirement will 

be the first since Justice John Paul Stevens was appointed to the 

court in 1975; and 

WHEREAS, the number of women in the federal and state appellate 

courts haR increased as their competen ce ,111<1 pxpcrl C" nce have b!' cn 

rC'cognlzed hy the appoint Ing cxec11t I Vt's; and 

WHEREAS, the appointment of the next Justice will be the 106th 

in the hiRtory of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, it -Ls time that a quallfled w11man was appointed to the Supn•llll! Court. 

NOW THEREFORE: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the 131st General 

Assembly of Delaware respectfully requests President Reagan to accept 

the npport1mi ty to be the first prei<ldent to appo lnt a qu,, l lf I cd woman to the 

Supn•m<• Court of tht• ll11ltPd S111t,•H . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, suitably 

prepared, be sent without delay to President Reagan at the White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

LC:X:RY -1-




