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- U.S. Department of Justice’
Office of Legal Policy

Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530
August 19, 1982

Mr. Thomas Binkley
National President
National Mental Health Association
1800 North Kent Street

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Mr. Binkley:

The President has referred to my office your letter of
June 22, 1982, in which you advocate the appointment of a task

force to study policies for the treatment of mentally ill persons
who commit criminal acts.

We share your sense of shock and anger at the verdict in the
Hinckley case. However, we do not feel that it is necessary. to
appoint a task force to study the way our criminal justice system
deals with the mentally ill. Such issues have already been care-
fully considered by the Administration and by criminal justice
experts from across the nation. The Administration has endorsed -
a proposal to limit the insanity defense to those persons who,
solely because of mental illness, lacked the state of mind
necessary to commit a crime. We have also developed proposals to
assure that persons found by a court to be mentally ill will
receive needed treatment and supervision whether they were found
guilty of the crimes charged or acquitted by reason of insanity.

We believe that our proposals will provide the needed
balance between the right of society to protect itself and our
concern for the welfare of the mentally ill. These proposals
have been the subject of hearings before both houses of Congress,
and it is likely that there will be more hearings in the future.
The National Mental Health Association is encouraged to share its
perspectives with the Congress as it considers our proposals.

Thank you again for your expression of concern over the
Hinckley verdict. We can only hope that the public outrage at
the verdict will speed Congress toward passage of long overdue

reforms in the way the criminal justlce system treats mentally
ill offenders.

Sincerely yours,

Jonathan C. Rose
AsSistant Attorney General
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

JULY 1, 1982

TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

SUBJECT:

084658
LETTER, DATED JUNE 22, 1982
PRESIDENT REAGAN

MR. THOMAS C. BINKLEY

NATIONAL PRESIDENT

NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION
1800 NORTH KENT STREET

ARLINGTON VA 22209

URGES THE PRESIDENT TO APPOINT A PRESIDENTIAL
TASK FORCE TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP AND
GUIDELINES FOR THE ACTIONS THAT ALREADY ARE
BEING PROPOSED TO CHANGE THE WAY WE DEAL WITH
BROADER NATIONAL AND HUMAN ISSUES THAT ARE
NOW IN PUBLIC DEBATES

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL — IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.,

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE










President Ronald Reagan
June 22, 1982
page two

Mr. President, it would be a compounding tragedy if the Nation
focused only on the fear that arises from cases Tike this and
ignores the fundamental issue of how we deal with the treatment
and prevention of mental illness. We urge your immediate commit-
ment to this constructive action.

Respectfully,

Phonas C (Dot

Thomas C. Binkley
National President
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