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Assis!ant Attorney General 

Mr. Thomas Binkley 
National President 

U.S. Department .of Justice·. 

Office of Legal Policy 

Washing/on, D.C. 20530 

August 19, 1982 

National Mental Health Association 
1800 North Kent Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Binkley: 

The President has referred to my office your letter of 
June 22, 1982, ih which you advocate the appointment of a task 
force to study policies for the treatment of mentally ill persons 
who commit criminal acts. 

We share your sense of shock and anger at the verdict in the 
Hinckley case. However, we do not feel that it is necessary . to 
appoint a task force to study the way our criminal justice system 
deals with the mentally ill. Such issues have already been care­
fully considered by the A~ministration and by criminal justice 
experts from across the nation. The Administration has endorsed 
a proposal to limit the insanity defense to those persons who, 
solely because of mental illness, lacked the state of mind 
necessary to commit a crime. We have also developed proposals to 
assure that persons found by a court to be mentally ill will 
receive needed treatment and supervision whether they were found 
guilty of the crimes charged or acquitted by reason of insanity. 

We believe that our proposals will provide the needed 
balance between the right of society to protect itself and our 
concern for the welfare o~ the mentally ill. These proposals 
hav'e been the subject of hearings before both houses of Congress, 
and it is likely . that there will be more hearings in the future. 
The National Mental Health Association is encouraged to share its 
perspectives with the Congress as it considers our proposals. 

Thank you again for your expression of concern over the 
Hinckley verdict. We can only hope t,hat the public outrage at 
the verdict will speed Congress toward passage of long overdue 
reforms in the way the criminal justice system treats mentally 
ill offenders. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jonathan C. Rose 
istant Attorney General 

27AUG1982 
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National Mental Health Association 
1800 North Kent Street • Arlington, Virginia 22209 • (703) 528-6405 

June 2_2, 1982 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 191) J/~*~ 
President ' fv"':::_ __ .: ..J _ 
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President-elect The White House 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Our Nation has lived with the shock, anger, frustration, and 
tunnoil that resulted from the attempt on your life in 
March 1981. Yesterday's jury verdict, as well as the lengthy, 
well-publicized trial ·that preceded it, has kept that tunnoil 
alive. Constructive action should now be taken to address the 
public's confusion and frustration about the complex social, 
legal and medical issues raised in the public's consciousness 
by this case. 

The National Mental Health Association is the Nation's largest 
mental health consumer advocacy group with 850 active chapters 
in 42 states with more than one million volunteers/members . 
We ask you to appoint a Presjden,tial Task Force to provided 

adershi.p ..AfillSYJ_pelines for th~ ~ctiODS that alre,g;:r~ ·_]_re 
ing proposed to cha_nge the way we deal with the mentally ill 
crimina1 p·rc>C:-eea1ngs and to address the broader national 

d human issues that are now in public debate. 

A task force like this should develop guidelines that would 
balance the need for protection of society from the occasional, 
but often tragic, violence perpetrated ·by the smallest percen·­
tage of mentally ill persons, with the need for fairness by 
society to such individuals and their families; find ways to 
reduce the stigma of mental and emotional illness and thus help 
to remove barriers to early and effective treatment; help to 
rnake certain that mentally ill offenders, regardless of 
adjudicated status, receive appropriate· treatment for their 
mental illness - just as physically ill or injured offenders 
could be expected to receive; and affirm and renew the national 
goal of mental health promotion, the prevention of mental ill­
ness, and the goal of adequate community-based mental health 
services for every citizen in need of such services. 

We urge that representati~~~ from. :tb.e..majgr ethi.ca.l •. l~gal _Afld 
rri~ntal hea1th groupSDe....filill.Q~tQ such A..Usk for;c;~. We 
stancrreaay as a national organization to assist in its design 
and implementation. 



President Ronald Reagan 
June 22, 1982 
page two 

Mr. President, it would be a compounding tragedy if the Nation 
focused only on the fear that arises from cases like this and 
ignores the fundamental issue of how we deal with the treatment 
and prevention of mental illness. We urge your immediate commit­
ment to this constructive action. 

TCB:rfp 

Respectfully, 

~c.~ 
Thomas C. Binkley 
National President 


