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June 29, 1981 

Dear Bob: k 
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DRAF'T /Date ·- June 19, 1981 

RR/ CMF 
(Drafter) 

I 111.0 !-..,--~--:--
~) (Rev.II) 

AVH/ 
-,.....-----:--
(Drafter) 

! ___ ..,---_ 
(Rev. I) 

Dear ___ B_o_b_=---------------~ 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Enclosures: 
(Type LABEL) 

Other: 

I particularly enjoyed receiving your thoughtful letter following the luncheon for the 

Baseball Hall of Famers. Believe me, Bob, it was all my pleasure to have you 

and so many greats at the White House. I especially appreciate knowing of your 

prayers and your warm words of concern for my well - being. It means a lot :that · 

so many people really care. Thanks, too, for the copies of Super Stars of Baseball 

and We Saw Stars which you left for me at the luncheon. I've set them aside for my 

special reading pleasure. It was also good of yo~1'6~ to send along the copies of 

The Pilot Light and the Gas House Gang and Football Greats. I'm sure your books 

are going to bring back many fond memories, and I look forward to enjoying them 

at an early opportunity. Again, many thanks for your kindness. 

With warm best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

RR 

Mr. Bob Broeg 
Assistant to Publisher I Sports Editor 
St. Louis Post - Dispatch 
900 North 12th Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 



ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
THE PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

March 31, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20025 

My dear Mr. President: 

I had intended this date to write to thank you not only 
for the honor of having been your guest in the White 
House, but, also, mainly to thank you for the wonderful 
thoughtfulness you displayed in having members of the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame for lunch. 

Now, because of the shocking news, the thank-you becomes 
mostly a note of sorrow and regret that you and others 
were hurt. I pray for you and for them, thankful that 
you appear to be on the mend and hopeful that you will 
have enough private recuperation time to be able to return 
to your monumental job fit and without recurrence of 
trouble. 

When we met briefly at lunch, I gave you a copy of "Super 
Stars of Baseball" that included a lead-off profile about 
Grover Cleveland Alexander. (Aimee Alexander, whom I met 
when she advanced your movie in 1952, wrote that she liked 
it . ) And I also gave you the "We Saw Stars," pointing out 
the photograph of you with Bob Lemon, for whom you just 
had autographed a baseball. 1 

Speaking of the photo of you and Lemon, you will note that 
we used it in the Post-Dispatch in the enclosed column I 
did for the Sunday paper after the splendid occasion. Hope 
you will like it. 

I am also enclosing a copy of the account I wrote for the 
Sporting News. 

If you have occasion to look at the book with the Alexander 
piece, Mr . President, you might be interested in the photo 
on Page 126 that shows one of I am sure is your favorite 
Cubs, Gabby Hartnett, autographing for Al Capone at Wrigley 
Field . That's the photo that prompted Judge Landis to 
insist for years that players not even speak to spectators. 

When you spoke so fondly of the 1935 Cubs, I thought you 
might be interested in seeing the enclosed Gas House Gang 
book, written mostly about my boyhood favorite, Frankie Frisch, 

900 NORTH TUCKER BOULEVARD SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 63101 • TELEPHONE (314) 622-7000 



Mary--Mr. Broeg ·is not on the personal friend 

list, but there is the one tecord of his being invited 

I . r · to the Hall of Fame rs luncheon. Because of his ni / e 

long friendly letter, his position, the President's 1 . . , 

.· .. . _ ~ - ' . interest in baseball, etc., I think "Dear Bob" might 

be in order. 

Charles 
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V~B BROE(.? ·:~.!·:- !'.,}.~. 
1'.. : .. t~· -~· ··-i- ~ ... # ·~ !E'- _ ..... ;:.. ~;'i.-("'1 ' . . . ; . . , 

WASHINGTON.:...Joe' DiMaggio,probably put it best for a 
~nl eojl~~P:io'H2 -b'aseb,ajl 1IaJI of.Famers -honor~ by 
resident Ronald Reagan ·with a ."luncheon· at the White 
buse March 7.7. Said DiMaggio~ "I'm glad I delayed a New 
ork-t~S.an 'F.faJ:\ci~~np; for ,this s;op; but, you. know; 
think tµe ·. Presid~nt/J!Jrjpyaj this ·visit even more than 

·e~d." · · · ·. ''* .. •: ··.·- · ·· · · -.· ·· · 
~~·between Wiiue 'Mlfys' and Duke Snider at on,'e of 

1e :tabl~s of 10 in · the, East ~oom, the President- rec~lled 
iot~l. es>i~~~ ·c;lf ~hi§ yoµtli,"i.n_c;l~4.iIJ-g fo~r years br.oad· 
istjrig gam~s-0f,,_his b'?yhood {~vorites (the ~hicago qiibs) 
1rJ;?JlY(;l.9po,rt.'and J)es. MoiQes;· "Ia •• . radio. statio.ns. 4 
At a$''rief, humor-filled talk before~e.lined up in q. White 
oµse corridor ~o shake hands bi;-iefly with' each ·guest~ the 
resident set tnemood when,he ·sa~~: ' . . 
:'Nostalgia bubbles within· me and I· might ' have to be 
:-aggaj away." .. ,,, .· \ :; ' .: . . 11. . . . < : 

He recalled with pride how the 1935 Cubs, managed by 
harley "'Giimnf, had put. together ap. end~of:the~season 
iv.e"' of 21 straig.!J.t victories to nip St. Louis'· defending 
iampion -Gas House Gang for tbe National League pen. 
mt. Almost foolishly, he rec!llled, like trying not to jinx a 
>;hitter by mentioning it •. He-said he had avoided telling . 
>out the length of the.victory skein-in the broadcasts that 
~ re.:Created off Western' Union ticker tapes. · · 
The re-creations reacbed,i humorous point, the' Presi­
~~lle<thB:Pj>ily, O~:a ~~>7- w.:heri he anriowie(.ed that a . 
tCh -:rwas orfits way to .Billi Jurges, Chicagc;> shortstop, 
~t' as ·the ~legrapher: signaled th11-t the wire had .gone, 
~d.'.· . ... _,. .. ..... , . . : .. 
"So· I knew Wheaties (his r.adio ~ponsor) wouldn't stand 
r '~ilenc~:· Reagan said, "so, desperately, I had Jurges 
9J !"off :the pitch. Still no report; So I h~d Billy foul off 
1~t11er~one, ,th.t~ ti!lle killing tim~ by 'desctibing' a fight by ... "'. . ' . . .,, . 

, .i0Utj·t1\ ,· . . b•'li :, 1 H~ ·. 

-n/£: S f:,&fl.tl~-. ,,i~J.IS -

. two kid sp~ctators for the f~ul ball. I even had Jurgesjust 
missing a home ruii'with another long,.\oud foul." -
_The·President paused, his smiie wi.dening. "The telegra­

pber ·.nodded. ,The ·play-by-play was back: Jurges ,had 
popped up on the first pitch."· · 

Reagan's chuckling au.di,ence, ranging in age .from· Bob 
Gibson at 45 to Waite Hoyt at Sl, represented the larg· 
est assemblage anywhere of the 4.9 living Hall 9f Fame 
members. · 

Alphabetically, Ha.II of -Famers included Luke Appling,' 
Earl Averill, Ernie Banks, Lou Boudreau, Roy Campanel· 
la, Jocko Conlan, Joe Cronin, Bill Dickey, Bob -Feller, 
Charley Gehringer, Billy Herman, Judy J<,>hnson, Monte 
Irvin, i\.l K,al_ine, Ralph Kiner, ~an_.dy Koufax, Bob Lemon, 
Buck Leon11,rd,. Al Lopez, Epdie Mathews, Johnny Mize, 
Stan Musial~ Robin Roberts, Red Ruffing., Joe Sewell, War-
ren· Spahn ;inOEarly Wynn: · · 
Baseball~,<~mmissioner Bowie Kuhn thanked Reagan for 

his "kindn.ess". to baseball-the Presiden_t had already · 
agreed to throw out the season's .. first ball at Cincinnati:.... 
and Ed Stack, -president of the Hall of Fame at Coopers­
town, N.Y .. presented gifts to the Chief Executive, includ­
ing a gold lifetime pass to the shrine. 

When Stack originally sought to arrange to have a couple 
of Hall of Famers photographed with the President signing 

· a ball that ha~ been signed by every President' since Wil· 
liam Howard Taft iri-1910, the former athlete-anhouncer­
actor pulled a surprise by inviting all living H.~11 of, F:~mers 
to lunch ··' - · ·' .;:;. 
Oakla~d Manager Bllly Mart\n' sent a green A's Jacket -

~nd green-and-gQld cap, which the President stuckJ m his 
head and quipped, "Look, Ma, I made the team. '.~ ,,. .· ~- i 

Also the president received a copy of the "Super Stars of 
Baseball," published by THE SPORTING NEws. The. book- in: 
eludes a profile of Grover Cl,eveland Alexander, the·.pitd:ier 
portrayed by Reagan in a 1952 movie, "Th'e Winning · 

\ . . . 

';!J}~u'~,: ·~~4.Q!~h : f 11.it.o1 · ,. ~ · ' 

~ 

·.-.;, .. · ~-· ~.'""'.:. •• -- .. ... - ~·· j • • 

Team." Reagan also recei"ved·the Hall of Fame's color 
sketch of Alexander. · ' . ;: _ · c / •. 1 · . 

Reagan :recounted briefly Alexander;'s stir,ring World ~- ~ • 
_ ries stardo~ 'l"'.ith the 1926 Card}_nals and symp~thized-witp. 
the epilepsy he said 'ofterihad been: mistaken for drunk~n~. 
ness in the pitcher. who dieq at age 63 in 1950. - . · J .· J ; 

Hoyt, longtime New Yoi;k'Yarikees pitcher who himself ., 
was a radiO announcer, noted that ~ had been victim~ ' ·· 
by three unearned runs in· tbe' 'J.ngss: to .AlexandeP in the 
decisive _game in' 1926 . . - ::>: )· · _.;~' . • _ .' • • • · • 

"Tqe President," said oldWai~e. '.'is-a very nice man, but : .~: 
I have to say.that Old "·Pete (Alexander) had one helluv.a \ 
hangover. Drunk or sober he was great."~ ., ~ ~ · 

'·' I 

Great,tri collect 
"" ;i.;1 ~ne4£: .. ·.BASEBALL ,_. . . 'A . ' ; Canucks-~igne~ ~oaltendet Ken Ellacott to ·oallas r a~lred d;· greai: "fui: ~ •.. ' .. - . .• ~ · .. -

.,µ.... Sent ~ tche, Mik · B 'sh d. 
8 

. · Ha , . h · J " fenseman Mike Cbnst1e from same club. , . · ~ . . , :". .,, . "::" 1 ; . ·-•, . ,. . • . :· • ·~ 
~-::- ca rs e 1 op an nan rper, p1tc ers 1m . . .. · Q .. .. · ... . , . , , · - ·. · . · · 
~ve~er.._.aw4Ra.Jpb,Botting ~ infielders Daryl Sconiers Capitals-Assigned left wmg Paul Mulvey to Hershey. . . . · uantity. , · . · , " Price ' 
4 ~~~~:!W~ I~~, camp for: r~ii.°'!1ent. I . ' . Flames-Acquirecfright wing Daye Hindmarch from Rochester. . . ' , 0 Lo~is~ille' Slugger' Bani< .. , • ~· •.•... .. : . : .. $2.25 ' . 
l:.W:A.~~tcMv_ K«l&\I .. th~..JnfleldeJ" 'eU.Cox ·and:0utfielcb~J'ld~;--.\.._C!J.uk!ld :.&~ltendttr &Ip. J..ouste! f~om . Saskatoon;: left wlng-.c;.-- --.:: "'~uisy,jll@,~lugg~.-.PWP.eoci~. ,.;. , ... • $'1.25---'......:. .-.. 
~~:;~=~~~~-c_a~~r,~u M~yer and p~:~e~.," Wi:1eiio:~r~!e::t~n ':,~~~~~i~~~r~ U~.l~ersity and de_fe!1sem~n Biii · •O Bat Pencif: ·. ~ ... ::,, . ....... ;· .... ........ ... ;75 · . 

~IW-A.sked ~~vei's o.f"uifielder .)~1idi Go~lei· for· piirp(is~· of ··. Kinas.:. Acquired goaltender Doug Keans from OklaholJla Cit¥. 9. ~a~ Ball-BePoin~ P)· e,o;-<A.~!~grllfl~·~.,,~y · ~ 
1111 him unconditional release. . . • · · · ' Oilers-Acquired goaltender Andy Moog fr w· h'ta 0 nny nc · · · · · · · • · · •· · · ·-· · · · · · · · · · · · · .75 
l~~J.,...S"ent catchers Bnaa ·Milner. and Ge!1e Petralli, pitcher . . Penaulns-Acquired defenseman M!lrc ch:r:ey ~~o~ Binghamton. (] Lou~sv~lle $1u'gger Bat K~y Chain····:······· .50 
a:rJie Puleo~ lilfl.eJder Pedrq Hernan~· to mmor league base for Red Winos-Acquired aoaltender Cl d L . f K 1 0 Lou1sv1lle Slugger8 T-Sh1rts (Assorted Colors) 
~ent.<-~ _ _ . • 0 au e egr1s rom a amazoo. CHILDREN ., .,~.,i~C' - j\ .... ,., •• j .. '"' ,.I .... ,.,,,.._,. ... _ .. _ ,... ... ,..: ... "'' ~-•• • : .. 1 
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March 31, 1981 
President Ronald Reagan 
P~e2 

because from Pages 145 to 149 there is a sequence dealing 
with the remarkable rally of the Chicago team, for whom 
you broadcast. I happened as a kid to see the Cardinals 
knock off the Cubs on July 4 that year at Wrigley Field 
and never dreamed that Chicago would win the pennant. 

In connection with what might be occasional light reading 
for you when convalescing, I thought you might be interested 
in the pictures of people you might have known in a book 
I did a few years ago called "Football Greats." 

Again, Mr. President, thanks and, above all, my warmest 
wishes for a swift and a sure recovery. 

P.S. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bob Broeg 
Asst. to Publisher/ 
Sports Editor 

Strangely, when tragedy struck you and your party I was 
talking about you to W. J. (Dukes) Duford, who coached 
football from 1931 through 1939 at St. Ambrose College, 
once winning 31 straight games. He said that you and he 
had met chiefly after he coached there, but he also felt 
as if you were acquainted with his friend and mine, Harold 
(Hod) Grams, former St. Ambrose end and Davenport announcer, 

who for years has run the Pulitzer radio-TV operation 
here and elsewhere. BB 




