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July 31, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Bennett: 

This is in response to your letter to Presid nt Reagan 
which you forwarded to Senator Strom Thurmond's of ic 
on May 6, regarding an incident that occurred at the 
Marine Air Corps Station in Beaufort, South C rolina. 

Since you did not provide the name of the ~aval Command r 
who refused to allow you to listen to the President's 
Inaugural Address, appropriate officials at the Department 
of Defense could not investigate this matter complet ly. 
However, I want you to know that I can understand your 
reasons for being upset at not being allowed to listen 
to the President's Address. The Inaugulhll ceremony is 
an important celebration initi ting this country's newly-
lected leader to office. nNaturally, most Americans 

would want to participate in such an occasion. 

I certainly wi h that more Americans xemplif ied your 
patriotic spirit and zealous lov for their country. 
Your loyalty sets a fine example for other Americans. 

Sincerely, 

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR. 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

Mrs. Arlene t-t. Bennett 
2401 Scheper Lane 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 
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May 18, 1981 

Honorable Max L. Friedersdorf 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

G2S6G7 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to the President from IT!Y 

constituent, Arlene M. Bennett, who has requested that I forward 

the attached to the President. In IT!Y letter to Mrs. Bennett last 

February, I advised her that I was confident that the President, 

or his representative, would respond to her letter to the President. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~ .. '--
St.ran Thunrond 

ST:uc 

.... 



The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
U. S. Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Washington , DC 20510 

Dear Senator Thurmond: 

2401 Scheper Lane 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
May 6, 1981 

Again, I write you for a favor. Would you please deliver or 
forward my letter enclosed to President Reagan. I have not received 
an acknowledgement of my previous letter written on January 22, 1981 . 
Your assistance would be most appreciative . Also, I want to extend 
my sincerest thanks for the kind letter you sent me in response to 
this letter dated February 6, 1981. 

Your inspiration to me has been most gratifying not just regard­
ing this matter but for all your support and assistance rendered in 
the past. You arranged for my meeting at the White House during my 
tenure as Bic entennial Co-Chairman of the Port Royal Bicen tennial 
Committee in South Carolina. I shall never forget that visit and 
opportunity due to your sincere efforts which made it possible . 

I am a Patriot of America an d proudly want to tell it. If at 
any time, I can be of service or do something for my country, please 
don't hesitate to call on me . I work very cheap ....... FREE ! 

Your assistance in this request is very much appreciated . 

Sincerely, 

Arlene M. Bennett 



President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

2401 Scheper Lane 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
May 6, 1981 

I am requesting Senator Thurmond to deliver my letter to you as I 
have not received any acknowledgement from you or your representative to 
my letter of January 22, 1981. Perhaps it became lost in the shuffle. 

I am deeply concerned about the patriotism in this country and the 
incident which occurred at the Marine Corps Air Station where I work . 
A synopsis of my story is related in my letter. I am providing you with 
a copy of the above stated letter for your consideration and acknowledgement . 

My family and I extend our best wishes for your complete recovery and 
our sincerest heartfelt love. Our prayers are with you as well as our full 
support during this hour and days ahead. Perhaps this may be a signal that 
as Americans we urgently need a Patriotic Program in America. A renewal of 
our heritage should be with us on a daily basis which may effect a change 
for the betterment of this country. People need a creed, a daily reassurance 
of being part of this government to keep the spirit alive and working FOR 
America. We MUST NOT tolerate or allow this type of crime to continue . 
We may not stop it completely but we certainly can change minds and spirits 
in a positive direction for this wonderful Country that we so freely take 
for granted. 

We are at a crossroad and on the brink of a collision of waves that 
will shape our country's destiny in the third world struggle . We must ACT 
now and rekindle the spirit and hearts of people towards a goal of unity and 
love. We must continue in making America GREAT by becoming together in a bond 
of patriotic ideology. The heart of America lies with the family .•• it must 
begin there in the homes, schools and employment. The leadership of this 
Country such as you can bring about by implementing this program will be most 
beneficial; otherwise, our patriotism will diminish to nothing as no one is 
doing anything to resurge this light of hope and voice of freedom. GOD BLESS 
AMERICA but more importantly let us not forget to bless God and this Country. 

I want to be able to say, "The Pledge of Allegiance" and sing "The National 
Anthem" always as well as hear my President's inspired words on the radio 
without being intimidated or asked to stop . I want to be able and attend a 
football game and hear Americans giving homage to this Country .... not just me 
standing alon.~ when the American flag comes by and singing a solo. The silence 
of others is frightening. Please consider my plea carefully, Mr . President. 
I am confident your response will be encouraging. I just want to help bring 
the feeling of pride and love of Country back to America and instill the inspira­
tion f or others. Thank you for your time and understanding . GOD BLESS YOU AGAIN 
AND MAY HE PUT HIS HAND UPON YOU. 

Sincerely, 
Enclosure ~/), .~ 
Copy to: Senator Thurmond Arlene M. Bennett 



President Ronald W. Reagan 
The Vhite House 
'Washington, OC 20500 

Dear President Rr;agan: 

2401 Scheper Lane 
Beaufort, SC 29902 
January 22, 1981 

Mr. President, you spoke to us and said that miracles do happen every day. 
w= certainly need one here at the Marine corps Air Station in Beaufort, South 
Carolina. Will you give us the renewed hope and inspiration that dedicated loyal 
Federal enployees at this Air Station and in this Conmmi ty so desperately need? 
It would take you approxi.nately one hour by Air Force One to cone to this sone­
what isolated Air Station. You could ignite +-.he snolderi.ng patriotism in the 
area by your presence for evenone--hOUr-.- · - -· . . ···-·-· ... ., _ .. ____ - -·- -- -----~----

The follc:Ming will e:xplain why I've rrade such a different appeal for a few 
hours of your tine. 

"GO:> BLESS AMERICA!" May the day never cone when I cannot say these beautiful 
words. God Bless You Mr. President! OUr honored leader and statesrran ••.. rray you 
be an instrunent to do His will. I am not an orator or clever writer, nor am I a 
talented author .... but I have a story to tell. 

'Ihe story is sad and may not be on interest to you but I!!f conscious dictates 
that: I must tell it for the record. Perhaps this letter will appease I!!f wounded 
sense of pride in being an Arrerican and sharre I feel tcMards sone of I!!f cmmt:ryrren. 
I am deeply hurt and left with a shattered heart from a recent rrost shocking inci­
dent that happened at 1145 on January 20, 1981 at the Marine Corps Air Station, 
Beaufort, South carolina. 

This is, perhaps, a cry for help as there may be others similar to this one. 
The synopsis of I!!f story is related as follc:Ms (please bear with ne) : 

"On your Inaugural Day, mixed feelings of hmran enotions were evident in 
recognition of this auspicious occasion and the surrounding e\ients. Arrerica had a 
lot to celebrate and b9 thi."lkfnJ. for . .. . Go'.l richly blessed '1.S 1':rith a ~e.N President 
and the long awaited freedom for our Arrerican hostages who we:re being released as 
Prisoners · of War. The spiritual flane of freedom and glory prevailed throughout 
this land. 

As a Federal errployee serving as the Administrative Officer for the Public 
W::>rks Departrrent, I was rrost pleased when I!!f Administrative Assistant brought her 
radio to work this particular day. This neant we could hear the Inaugural Address 
portion of the Cererrony. ('Ve were not given a Holiday as Federal workers in 
'Washington, DC were. Hc:Mever, this did not danpen our spirits as we didn't mind 
working. Nevertheless, this did not dull our interest and patriotic fervor.) 

At 1145 this date, I decided that it was selfish for us not to share thL-:: 
m:xrentous occasion. I asked I!!f assistant to broadcast the address cerenony on the 
Departrrent' s intercom so that everyone could listen. The playing of "Arrerica the 
Beautiful" was so overuheJ.ini.ng considering the events of the day that several 
errployees in I!!f office, and next door, gathered around the radio to share the words 
forthcoming from our President's address. 
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At this rrorrent, this unified small group felt nost inspired and attentive 
in anxious anticipation of your address. Well! at 1150, my military boss 
(Depa.rt::rrent Head) , a U. S. Naval Corrm:mder, directed my assistant to turn-off 
th • di ' di tr tin' d 1 ftl I I " e intercom ra o as it was rrost s ac g an e ...•.••••••.•••..••••••• 

This directive left us speechless and shocked to say the least. At that 
very rrorrent I felt ashaned and humiliated as though I had conspired or comnitted 
a serious offense or henious crirre. To think that a military officer did not 
want to listen to or share his Cormandei=-In-Chii=f 's address, a broadcast lasting 
only 15 minutes is inconceivable! 

I ask you, was this Arrerica 1981 at a military installation? Was I wrong 
to share this inportant rressage? Regardless, words cannot express the wrenching 
ache i.n !!"J' h$ ... rrt 21_nd nci..:rid 1101:.' ezase ti1e ..i.n.su.i.t. It destroyed our patriotic spirit 
and left us a void that cannot be described. 

This 15 minute. period certainly did not interrupt anything pressing at the 
tirre. The military personnel begin their lunch hour at 1130 and rna.11y employees 
are cleaning up for lunch during this period. Mr. President, I am very concerned 
which has rroved rre to write to you about this occurrence. I also heard, this sane 
day, hav thoughtless and inconsiderate other personnel were. Their reported 
derogatory conrrents concerning the Inauguration were rrost disturl:>ing to rre. Does 
our governrrent intend that Federal enployees be divided in their allegiance to-­
their incoming President? Country?? 

Perhaps this is a sign of our own neglect. 'Ihis a:mtanpt for Country and 
leadership should not be allowed to breed. It has left us pc:werless to defend 
our constitutional rights when high officials react so unpatriotic and callously. 
W:>rkers at this installation wonder whether or not anyone really cares ..••.. They 
becorre trapped and fail to defend their rights for fear of losing their jcbs. As 
a result, we becorre weakened and mute to the real values and principles of our 
constitution from leadership derronstrated in cases such as this. 

Mr. President, we have rrany problems facing Arrerica today. They range from 
inflation thru rrany social concerns. However, a rrore inportant concern is that of 
apathy sharm by .Arreri.cc=ins whi..ch r.=ould be t"he ruination of our country aT1d dcwnfall 
of our great Nation. No ener'¥ can be so deadly as what is happening in AnErica 
today •••• WE MUsr RE-ESTABLISH CUR PATRiarIC SPIRIT AND I.0\7E OF FLAG AND COONl'Y 
BN:K INI'O THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN IDIDI..CGY! ~ do not even stand, respectfully 
face the flag, and say the "Pledge of Allegiance" at any school sport, nor do we 
say it during school or at work. Consequently, no one is being taught the values 
of freedom and derrocracy. Words to the singing of our National Anthem are not 
ringing out in full chord as rrany have forgotten the words. 

We say that we love ArrErica, but we are not derronstrating it at work, school 
or in the horre because I feel, ' the leaders have failed to keep it alive and instilled 
in our constitutional heritage. WE MUST NCfI' WAIT UNTIL WE Bnx::ME POW' S TO APPREX:IATE 
AMERICA! We should pass on to each generation here.vith our patriotic feeling about 
this blessed Nation. 



!.. . ., i >- . • 

Page 3 

The first words of the Bible express "In the beginning God" ••••••• It is a new 
beginning for you ..••. Vhat nark can you nake Mr. President? I do believe anything 
is possible when you put your trust and faith in God and Country. 

Therefore, I call upon you Mr. President, with aid from Senator Thunrond and 
Representative Hartnett to challenge this person and others like him where blatant 
i.rrproprieties and injustice exist as I described. I irrplore you to speak to us 
and give us a much needed "Pep" talk on Arrerica & Freedom at MCAS, Beaufort. 
The rrorale is bad and personnel working here are lost and need direction. I will 
not succonb to disrespect and fail to honor rrw flag and country as I 00 LOVE 
.AMERICA and I am a zealest Patriot .••• but I find not much support here. WJN'T YOU 
BE PART OF OUR MIRACLE? ca1E 'l'O BEAUFORI' AND RE.ASSURE US THAT ALL IS NOI' I.DST l 

All I can offer you is my sincere gratitude, joy and deep appreciation if 
you would only cone .•.. even if it were for one (1) hour. 

Yes, Mr. President, I do value and cherish my Arrerican heritage so very much. 
I fear for our Country and ccy out that we must noi';.rthis decadence degenerate us 
further. Give us this renewed hope and inspiration so desperately needed. 
THE TIME IS NOW! ! 

I have an idea! Why not start a program on Patriotism in Arrerica? Think hCM 
far reaching and beneficial this would be .... it would tend to ward-off those 
foreign countries from undermining our Country. I believe, the affairs of this 
Nation must begin at hone with the Arrerican family. I am ready to volunteer nw 
tine and effort in such a worthwhile program as I honestly feel, it is truly needed. 

In closing Mr. President, I recall these reassuring words that "All things 
work together for the GOOD of them that love the Lord." I earnestly pray that 
God will hear my plea for help and deliver us this miracle by your acceptance 
as my guest .•.•. my heart and door is open Mr. President. 

Recognizing the rrany demands upon your tine, should you be unable to devote 
a feM hours to this request, I would be happy to do this, if you could grant ne a 
short period of tine with you at the White House. Such an opportunity would allCM 
ne to present other irregularities tending to diminish or destroy the desirable 
feelings of patriotism. (IHIS i'.Jus-r T1't..tC..HE:5 THE" 11?t1F'"-rHe:- 1c.E-Bl:\R&) 

I have enclosed a biogr_aphical sketch of ll~ self. LE'i' US PUT PRIDE BACK INI'O 
.AMERICA. 

Your consideration of this matter is rrost appreciative. 

Enclosure 

Copy to: 
Senator Thurrrond 
Representative Hartnett 

Vecy respectfully, 

Arlene M. Bennett 
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BICGRAPHICAL SKRrCH 

The oonsti tuional franework of our country which was helped rrolded by IT!f 3rd 
Great Uncle, Chief Justice John .Marshall, was made sound by him and other 
individuals who fought so deligently to uphold the principles of freedom and 
justice for all. 

My Father: Dr. Janes E. Marshall, Born May 9, 1904, Winter Haven, Florida. 
Graduate of Winter Haven High School, University of Florida, University 
of Virginia. A native Floridian, practiced law in State of Illinois & 
State of Florida. Mayor of lake Wales, Florida. Married IT!f nother in 
in 1946 and raised 5 children. My father carre fran a family of early 
settlers who fmmded Winter Haven, Florida and laid the foundation for 
this City and Polk Count,v. 

My Mother: Minnie E. Longtin Marshall, Born May 11, 1919, Tripoli, Wisconsin. 

Myself: 

Married Jarres E. Marshall in Chicago, Illinois, 1946 and born 5 
children, Dolores, Arlene, Allen, Karen and Mary. My rrother carre from 
a large family (13 children) who oontributed nruch to this Nation from 
their background of French, English, Scotch ancestry. 'lhe lived and 
toiled the land and grEM strength from it and shared their strong 
will and determination to make Arrerica what it is today. Their acts 
and sacrifices attest to it. 

My Father and Mother and their ancestors believed in the values and 
principles of derrocracy, freedom and liberty & the Constitutional 
rights of individuals for a better Arrerica. They lived it each single 
day and professed it openly and proudly and were willing to die for 
these cherished principles and truths. They sacrificed rtn.lch and 
suffered sorely to give rre this much today that I so freely and abund­
antly have. I ITUlSt help preserve and protect it as well. 

Arlene M. Marshall Bennett, Born February 4, 1942, Chicago, Illinois. 
Married Rodney B. Bennett, Beaufort, SC* and born 3 children, Rodney, Jr., 
Bonny & Debra. I attended Austin High School, Chicago, Ill, Graduated 
Winter Haven High School, Winter Haven, Fl. , Iakeland Business Institute 
ai""ld uow :sh~ds .rc ;:t Univ-ers.:i-l:y ,.,f Sout.l-i carolina (fledging law studt=nt) . 
My interests and a:mm.mi ty. contributiorlti have been nurrerous. Church 
leader, teacher at the Port Royal United Methodist Church, Port Royal, 
SC, AFGE Union State Vice President and local President, Ldcal 1951, 
Co-Chairman of the Port Royal Bicentennial Comnittee in reCognizing 
our Corrmmity's and Nation's history & achieverrents during our National 
Bicentennial Celebration. Presented President Ford w/ a plaque in 1976. 
Helped Gov. Edwards & State Bicentennial pay tribute and honor to our 
state acconplishrrents and recognition of our heritage. Served on many 
social and business comnittees in Beaufort. *N=re married in 1960 in 
the First Presbyterian ChurC:h,V.1inter Haven, Florida. 

I am keenly interested in I!!f Country's future and preservation of this 
great Constitution and Arrerican heritage so designed to preserve hurran 
rights and freedom. 

The cornerstone of Arrerica' s Third Century was laid in 1976, the promise of derrocracy 
reaffinred for the years that lie ahead. May this Nation continue to fulfill its 
cornni trrent to a better life for all Arrericans. This in joining together as races, 
nationalities and individuals, we also retain and strengthen our traditions, background 
and personal freedom ............. . 


