Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This i1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: 1081
Case file Number(s): 025331

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/







* -

Board of Directors

Fraxcis ). BAGNELL
WiLLiaM V. CAMPBELL
WiiriaM L. CHAPMAN
ALt 150N DaNzIG
VINCEN T dePAuL DRADDY
ROBERT A. HAlLL
LEONARD D. HENRY

RICHARD W. KAZMAIER. JR.

EDGAR D. KENNALJR.
ARTHUR S. LANE

Joun F. McGuLicuppy
WiLLiam H. MoRTON
JosepH 1. O’NEILL. JR.
WILLIAM PEARCE
THoMas C. Sco1T
PHiLIP M. SHANNON
Witt1am [ SPENCER
ROBERT M. WHITELAW

Regional Chairmen

CrinToNE. FRANK
Middle West
THOMASJ. HAMILTON
Pacific Coast

JosepPH . O’NEILL. JR.
Southwest

ROBERT M. WHITELAW
FEast

GEORGE R. WOODRUFF
Southeast

General MacArthur
Advisory Board

JOHN W. GALBREATH
Chairman

HON. GEORGE L. MURPHY
Vice-Chairman

Honors Court

FrED RUSSELL
Chairman

Awards Commitiee

LEONARD D. HENRY
Chairman

Dinner Committee

WiLLiam [. SPEXCER
Chairman

WiLriam H. MORTON
Vice-Chairman

Membership
WILILIAM V. CAMPBELL

» - . y .

THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION

Wil 11AM PEARCE. Vice-Chairman
PHiLIP M. SHANNON. Secretary

§
/
/
!
i

/
/

AND HALL OF FAME, INC.

201 East 42nd Street, Suite 1510, New York, NY 10017
(212) 682-0255

VINCENT dePAUL DRADDY. Chairman

RICHARD W, KAZMAIER. President
WiLLiaM H. MORTON. Treasurer

JAMES L. McDoweLL IR Executive Director

April 29, a@vg?g{'j
e

ORTR
The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President
m'! - ( ﬂ
The White House !A1L5331

Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

Congratulations on your return to National Television.
Your speech was outstanding in every way. Of course,
the Officers and Board of Directors of The National
Football Foundation and Hall of Fame have been in your
corner for a long, long time.

i

'Some people have asked whether President Reagan would
receive the Foundation's Gold Medal in New York at our
Twenty-Fourth Annual Dinner in December. I have told
them that our Chairman, Vincent Draddy, presented
Governor Reagan the Foundation's most coveted award ten
years ago in 1971. At that time, we figured that you
were a young man headed for even bigger things.

You were in our thoughts and prayers during your recent
hospitalization. I am sure that under your leadership,
the Country will continue to move forward.

/As a Gold Medal winner, you will receive an invitation

to again attend the Hall of Fame Dinner in New York in
December. We expect to name our 1981 Gold Medal winner
within the next month or so. '

The new group of Hall of Fame electees is outstanding.

They include: Vic Bottari, University of California;

Nick Drahos, Cornell University; Francis "Hank" Lauricella,
University of Tennessee; Robert Lilly, Texas Christian
University; Hugh McElhenny, University of Washington;
Thurman McGraw, Colorado State University; George Morris,

Georgia Tech; Tommy Nobis, University of Texas; Roger Staubach,

United States Naval Academy; George Taliaferro, Indiana
University; Al Wistert, University of Michigan and Coach
Bob Devaney, University of Nebraska.
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I am sure that some of these names ring a bell.

I am glad that my old newspaper co-worker, Larry Speakes, is your Deputy
Press Secretary, He is a fine young man,

My best to you and Mrs. Reagan.

JLM:me
enc.
ce: Larry Speakes
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(Continued from page 7)

Fame one of our 1961 Scholar Athletes, Merlin Olsen of
Utah State. Merlin graduated Magna Cum Laude and
Phi Beta Kappa while winning All America honors and
the Outland Trophy as the nation’s finest college lineman.
Six-foot 5” Merlin captained his Utah State team thatran
up more than 40 points per game against five opponents
while holding all but two to no more than eight points per
game. His team was undefeated, winning 9, losing none
and tying Wyoming at 6 each while scoring 381 points and
holding opponents to 79.

Even as a junior, Merlin Olsen’s line play stood out as
he led his team in a turnaround from two losing seasons to
a 9-1-0 winner in 1960 and that 9-0-1 undefeated seasonin
1961, when he was awarded All America honors by UPI,
AP, NEA, Look Magazine and others. He played in the
Hula Bowl and was voted Most Valuable Player.

Was Merlin Olsen really as good as his college admirers
considered him to be? His pro career proved they could
have been right. Playing for the Los Angeles Rams, he
started 198 consecutive games . . . played in 208 regular
season games . . . both Rams records. He captained the
Rams for five years and was awarded the Vince Lombardi
Dedication Trophy and the Bert Bell Trophy as the Na-
tional Football League’s Most Valuable Player.

Married and the father of three, Merlin Olsenis a Los
Angeles businessman, a public relations and motivational
consultant, an NBC sports analyst and a motion picture
and television actor, frequently seen as “Jonathan Garvy”
in Little House on the Prairie.

DR. JAMES SWINK
Texas Christian (1954-56) Halfback

He could start like a blast . .. turn on a dime . ..
change direction in the wink of aneye . . . cut. .. curve

. swerve . . . streak like a rocket through spaces you
wouldn’t believe. As a sophomore on a TCU team that
lost more than it won, James Swink, 6’1", 185-pound
lightning-like halfback carried the ball 99 times for 670
yards. As a junior, he carried the ball 157 times for 1282
yards and an 8.2 average. He scored 20 touchdowns and
kicked five points-after for 125 total, that year’s best from
coast to coast. His rushing total was second, and, even
though he did not gain a yard passing, his total offense
was third in the country. He turned his team around from
4-6-0 loser to a 9-1-0 winner that scored 293 against 91 for
opponents, including Texas Tech, Arkansas, Alabama
and Rice, who scored no points at all against Texas
Christian.

Jim Swink was Consensus All America that year . . .
and he received All America honors the next, when he led
the Conference in rushing and set TCU records for yards
gained and points scored. He was also selected by Sports
Illustrated for their All-Decade Team.

Jim graduated from Medical School in 1961. He inter-
rupted his private practice to serve for nearly three years
in Vietnam, where he was awarded a Purple Heart,
Bronze Star, Combat Badge, Cross of Gallantry and
Medal for Valor.

Married and the father of ason, Jim Swink livesin Fort
Worth, where he practices orthopedic surgery and 1s ac-
tive in the Heart Fund Drive and Golden Gloves. In 1977
he was elected to the Texas Sports Hall of Fame and was
awarded the Distinguished American Award by the Lone
Star Chapter of the National Football Foundation and
Hall of Fame.

F. CLAYTON TONNEMAKER
Minnesota (1946-1949) Center

He was on his 40-yard line when he grabbed the ball out
of the air and took off for the goal line. His speed and
maneuvers surprised would-be tacklers and the passer,
who was one of those would-be tacklers. He crossed the
line to score a TD. What a way for a center to close out a
winning season!

Clayt Tonnemaker . . . F. Clayton Tonnemaker, cap-
tain of Minnesota’s 7-2-0 1949 team, was co-captain of the
Shrine Game East Team that downed the West 28-6, with
6 of the 28 coming from his scoring interception. But his
winning ways were not over. As co-captain of the College
All Stars in the summer of 1950. Clayt led them toa 17-7
win over the NFL Champion Philadelphia Eagles.
Tonny, as he was called, injected spirit into his teammates
before they went on the field . . . and after. Following
their victory over the Eagles, as the All Stars filed into
their dressing room, each was greeted with a congratula-
tory handshake from Clayt.

Playing four years at Minnesota under Bernie Bierman,
with 24 wins and 9 losses, this 62”7, 240-pound speedster
was a Consensus All American in 1949, the only Minne-
sota center to win All American honors.

In the army after college, Clayton served in Korea for
nearly three years. He then played pro football with the
Green Bay Packers for three years before joining Cargill
Company. He became a Vice President of this large grain
company and stayed for nearly 23 years before leaving to
become President and Chief Executive Officer of both
Coal Creek Mining and Clays Coal Sales.

The father of two, Clayton Tonnemaker lives in Bill-
ings, Montana, where he is active in high schooland civic
programs. He is also President of the University of Min-
nesota Letterman Club.

ROBERT WARD
Maryland (1948-51) Guard

Is there something about parachute jumping that
imbues linemen with agility, bounce, quickness and con-
trollable power? Bob Ward seems to indicate the answer is
yes. He went from paratroop training to four years of
fabulous football at Maryland, where, as a 510", 185-
pound sophomore, he became Southern Conference
Lineman of the Year and the Most Valuable Playerin the
1950 Gator Bowl, when Maryland beat Missouri 20-7.

In his junior year, 1950, Bob Ward became Maryland’s
first All American, selected by Look, NEA, Colliers and
Helms. As a senior and co-captain in 1951, he was a
unanimous All America Consensus. For Maryland, 1951
was a 10 and O season that climaxed with a 28-13 win over
Tennessee in the 1952 New Year’s Sugar Bowl. There were
great players on those Maryland teams that Bob Ward
played on, and one of his most prized awards was his
being voted by his teammates — year after year — as
Maryland’s Most Valuable Player . . . for all four years.
His jersey, #28, is the only number to be retired by Mary-
land. He ended his playing career as captain of the College
All Stars in the summer of 1952.

After graduation, Bob Ward was an assistant line
coach at Maryland for three years. He moved on to lowa
State and Oklahoma, where he coached the lines, and in
1967 he returned to Maryland as head football coach.

Married and the father of four, the youngestan NCAA
wrestling champion, Bob Ward lives in Annapolis, where
he owns his own business. (Continued on page 9)
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LEONARD D HiNRY The White House
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ARTHURS. T axt Dear Mr. President:
JousF. McGrnicepny
Witriasm H. MorioN .
JostPHL ONGILL R In 1971, the members of the Board of Directors of The
Wit 1AM PraRgr National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame, chose
THoMASC. SCOT1 you for our Gold Medal Award which represents the highest
Pririe MoSiassos individual honor that the Foundation can bestow.

Wiirtav L SPENCER

RoOBIRT M. Wi aw .
It shows how smart we were because we picked you ten years

Regional Chairmen ago before you became President of The United States. We
%AUﬁ}&JR“K are very proud of our judgement.

THOMAS T HAaMILTON

Pacific Coast We have recently voted to give the 1981 Gold Medal Award
#ﬁLKHAPK}”LJR to Justin Dart whom we also feel is a great selection.
RoOBERT M. WHITET AW ’

Fayi Our dinner will take place on December 8, 1981 at the
2x$;LS-W“MWV”' Waldorf Astoria in New York City and we would deem it a

' great honor if you would attend the dinner, not only
General Mac Arthur as the recipient of the Gold Medal Award but as President

Advisory Board

W of The United States and present the Gold Medal of 1981
s W GarRi A to Justin Dart. I know that everyone would be very happy
Hox Groror L. MURPHY and pleased if this could be possible.

Fice-Chairman

Honors Court Justin Dart, I understand, is a very dear friend of yours
FRED RUSST L and he has been under consideration for the Gold Medal
Chairman for several years. We are happy that he has been selected
Awards Commitice as the 1981 recipient.

LionakD D, HrsRY
Chairman If there is any further information that we can give you,
Dinner Commitiee please have one of your secretaries get in touch with our
WiLLIAM L SPENCER office here in New York and we will be glad to supply

Chairman . .
Wit iast H. MOR 10N all the necessary information.

Vice-Chairman

Membership
Wi tiam V. CAMPBELL
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We are all very pleased and happy with your wonderful recovery and we all
pray that you will continue in good health for many years to come.

Kindest pgrsonal regards,

Vincegt dePaul Draddy
Chaiyman of the Board

VdPD: me




