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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III 
JAMES A. BAKER, III 
MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDIN~___..c...-

SUBJECT: U.S. vs. Hinckley 

Update: 
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As you may be aware, Hinckley's attorneys have filed a motion 
to bifurcate the trial and preclude the government from pre­
senting the testimony of the victims. It is expected that the 
judge will deny this motion today. The trial is scheduled to 
proceed on April 27. 

The prosecutors have also made the offer to Hinckley's attorneys 
that the President might be willing to give a videotaped deposi­
tion in lieu of trial testimony if Hinckley will waive his right 
to be present. A response to that offer is expected as soon as 
the judge denies the motion to bifurcate. 

Thus, if we are going forward with a depcsition, we should be 
tentatively prepared to make the President available the latter 
part of this week for (1) a preparation session and, (2) a brief 
deposition. 

As for the need for the President to participate in the trial 
at all, I'm afraid the editorial in this morning's Post reinforces 
the need. Also, you should be aware that the prosecutors have 
again talked with Jim Brady's doctor, as well as with his personal 
atto~ney, none of whom will permit Jim to testify. 

I'll keep you advised of developments. 

/Attachment 



The Washington Post, Tuesday, April 20, 1982 - Editorial 
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i1'fi HECASE OF John W,:·Hinckley, accused Of .no,w -move<l tQ ~'preverit· introductiori' · of eyic'lenc~9~ 
~· shooting Presid~nt · Reagan, his . pr~ secre- '. the shootirig~itself. 'Vnl~te· iS," fb'r exainpJe\ :a complete ·; 

i
tary, Jame .. ~. Brady,· ~ecr~t .-~~r~~e ~agent 1:i. rpothy : vid®t31¥ :~~(the ·even. t;'th ... at ·shows .. t~'0 '?~fe ... ~~r~ht'~~· 

· cCart~~; a~d O,.C .. po}~~~r pXf~c~r :".f1'~mas D~le- hand fjru1g t t~e. :gu_~- . ~n~:: then a ~~o:upf ~f~J~£l!r~~~f: 
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;;J,e tru~l · next week. ri:h~ ,delay ;m tlt~ legal pi:oceeq.- .. t.h~ acttJpl -.vuilenc~ •.• corµplete: w1t~ vtctnns ~tl)~ng.:t 
.lfrigs is due· in par-t to a ·dispute ~oV,er }Vb~t evidence ,. -jn ' pain~',mig'.ljt "arouse ;,the jurfs ;sympath~i'fdr 1tbe.¥-~ 
~:i;hould be admissible' af\t~~aJ. $pecifically,-aefense ,; ·Wictims'/ say'the"<Tefense' att9rneya,. S(Yw<'.>ifld· ~'(l~ihgr{~ 

· 'i~ttorneys have already , been successful in barring, . t~e. vi~tiin~· in persqn, S01 their :testf mony"sboUld.'Joo'.~ 
'.,.."¢&ttain , notes found" d uringa search of his ceU-and' ' .. 'bafrea. --Th1$y als0· objecb,to the: jury\~ I haVirfg !a I de~~i 
,~t.afeqleilts tiia:de iOJh~ ·F.Bl before _Mr. HiricKley '" se~iption1 of.the, exp(~ive bullets ·u~eq:fJ}f't~~1h~if~1:".· . 
:J.iad '8 lawyer. Prosecutors had'-hoped to l,lse this ant. ~N,o -~OUQ.t tll!\t would1 catise. juroiS.~ - sP.~tilatE)/ 
. '.evidence to ;show,M1~t the accused \VP.~ sane, at the on Mr..'1#il:icJde.y?s:•intentiGn to·.inflict-rsp:ecia:Lpain·: 
~ime of the shooting; but both the.trial judge and ·.· and tlaf\lage.orntne.:lirrtousine. ; , : . , .. :;·L:-,,; ·. ,.;'i.~ · 
.~:the · U.S.-Court: Of Appeals held _that the · evidence· - '" This- efffor~ by th~"de:f ertiie c·ertaihly :rept~ent&,an ' · 
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-,]1e plans two defenses. He was insane at the time of · question ·of ivhy they happened? Isn't ·visual evi­
"'the shooting, he will all~ge, 'and he wasn't planning dence of the defendant's demeanor at the time· of 
·.:to harm the men at al~. He was aiming at the presi- the crime· .relev.~mt to the question of whether he . 
dent's limousine. . . -, was insane at that time? And isn't there something" 

:':. In our system of justice, every accused person is to be said for the victim's interest in appearing be­
.• ~ntitled to a good defense, and the lawyers w.ho fore the jury to say: "This is what happened to me. 
::have been engaged by Mr. Hinckley's family to. rep- . This is what this case is all about"? 
re$ent him are naturally leaving no ·stone unturned. Judge Barrington Parker will consider such 
Having succeeded in keeping otit some evidence questions before. ruling on the defense motion.: 
bearing on Mr. Hinckley's mental state, they have .His decisiOn_ shouldn't be a difficult one to mak~. · 


