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President Reagan 2 March 31, 1981

In addition, we need to once again evaluate the
issues of Saturday night specials, of the Secret
Service performance and of the general causes in our
society that lead people to commit such acts. Also,
the leniency of punishment of crimes perpetrated
with armed weapons needs to be reviewed at the
Federal and State levels.

In short, as a United States Senator, I thought

it appropriate for me to pass along my suggestions.
I am very discouraged, since during my lifetime, four
Presidents have been shot at at close range and one
has been killed and one has been injured. We just
cannot let this go on. I am sorry that we have this
situation. We in the Congress must do everything we
can to alleviate it. Meanwhile, I would recommend
that the President and Vice President take at least
the above steps to lessen the possibility of being
shot at.

Since Y,

Larry ssler
Unite&®” States Senator

LP/lpa












CHARLES E. BENNETT “JOHN W. FARLEY
MEMEER - ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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7 SRENDA DONALDSON. April 6, 1981 i
Mr. Max Friedersdorf q
Assistant to the President for U 1 7 5 8 ‘]

Congressional Affairs
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Friedersdorf:

I recently talked with Mr. John W. Bowden and others who were close
to the President when the event occurred the other day. They tell me
that in this particular instance the President was not escorted away
before the crowd came out on the street. In all the instances I remember
in the past and all of the instances Mr. Bowden remembers, the President
has been allowed to go before the audience was allowed to break and

this may have been the reason why he was endangered. I think this should
be looked into.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely, N\
=¥
7Y NV
(//éff'\{/ﬂ‘_w\Q—‘}\\/
Charles E. Bennett
CEB:ss

P.S.: Mr. Bowden tells me also that there were very few people in the
immediate vacinity of the President who were sheltering him but there
were large numbers of people (hundreds) who were not very far away
from him who were just in the audience or gatherers. Al, -t
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June 9, 19sl

vear Charlie:

I regret that the volume of mail we have received has
prevented rme frmm providing you with a more expeditious
reply to your 2pril 6 letter concerning the assassination

attempt made on the President.

Please know that the President deerly appreciated hearing
of your views on this matter. I have taken the liberty
of directing your conneénts and sugeestione to the
appropriate coffice for further review.

Thank you for vour interest iIn writing and please do

aot liesitate to contact me whenever I can be of further

assistance to you.

With cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Hdax I,. Friedersdorf
Agcistant Lo the President

The Honorable Charles E. LZeannett
use cf Representatives

ashington, D.C. 206515

MLF:CMP:ASR:asr

cc: w/copy of incoming, the United States Secret Service,
Public Affairs, 1800 G St., NW, Room 805, DC 20223.
For DIRECT response to Cong. Bennett, with copy of
response to Max L. Friedersdorf.




%H-ARLES E. BENNETT JOHN W. FARLEY
MEMBER ' ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

i . 30 DisTRICT, FLORIDA <

) THOMAS J. MILLER

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN OF SEAPOWER @nngtezs uf tbe @aniteh %tateg LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

SUBCOMMITTEE

——— e : SHARON H. SIEGEL
—— Bouge of Representatives Laoma v, MhcomaER
352 FEDERAL Buitoing 32202 PATRICIA A. GODDING
TELEPHONE 904-791-2587 waﬁbingtnn, ND.E 20515 BARBARA L FETHEROLF .
———————— DARLA E. SMALLWOOD

JOHN W. POLLARD, JR.

’ . VIRGINIA J. FERGUSON
BRENDA DONALDSON Apl‘ll 6: 1981 SECRETARIES

Mr. Max Friedersdorf -

Assistant to the President for . Ol?SSQ
Congressional Affairs

The White House

Jashington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Friedersdorf:

I recently talked with Mr. John W. Bowden and others who were close
to the President when the event occurred the other dzy. They tell me
that in this particular instance the President was not escorted away
before the crowd came out on the street. In all the instances I remember
in the past and all of the instances Mr. Bowden remembers, the President
has been allowed to go before the audience was allowed to break and

this may have been the reason why he was endangered. I think this should
be looked into.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

S

@m@@

Charles E. Bennett

CEB: ss

" P.S.: Mr. Bowden tells me also that there were very few people in the
immediate vacinity of the President vho were sheltering him but there
were large numbers of people (hundreds) who were not very far away
from him who were JuSt in the audience or gatherers. 5Zv1‘_ LWt
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE"-
REFERRAL

JUNE 15, 1981

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
ATTN: UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

ACTION REQUESTED: -
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 017589
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 6,> 1981
TO: MAX FRIEDERSDORF‘

FROM: THE HONORABLE CHARLES E. BENNETT
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON DC 20515

SUBJECT: VIEWS AND QUESTION CONCERNING EVENTS THAT
OCCURED ON MAR 30 81

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN BASIC CORRESPONDENCE, CONTROL SHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR TRAFT) TO: :
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33, THE WHITE HOUSE

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT:
LESLIE SORG .

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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————

‘ Department
of the Treasury

, United States
room: date: 5/05/81 SGCI’G’[ SGI’VICG

' Leslie Sorg

Per our conversation, no response
necessary.

Letter returned.
St £5

Ellen:

USSS called to say since Mr. Titus
did not ask any specific question
and basically just expressed his
views of the incomptence of the Usss,
they didn't believe they needed to
answer this. You might want to send
a Thanks for your views, etc.

Leslie

Assistant to the Director
Office of Public Affairs
John W. Warner Jr.

room 805
535-5708






THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

‘APRTIL 10, 1981

TO: DEPARIMENT COF THE TREASURY
ATIN: SECRET SERVICE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION CF INCOMING:
ID: 018013
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MARCH 31, 1981
TO: EDWIN MEESE

FROM: MR. GERALD M. TITUS SR.
THE BURKE - PARSONS - BOWLBY
CORPORATION
POST &FFICE BOX 231
RIPLEY WV 25271

SUBJECT: HE FEELS THE SECRET SERVICE IS INCOMPETENT

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN BASIC CORRESPONDENCE, OONTROL SHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33, THE WHITE HDUSE

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT:
LESLIE SORG

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIATISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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b The BURKE-PARSONS-BOWLBY Corporation

l\g P. 0. BOX 231 * RIPLEY, WEST VIRGINIA 25271 « PHONE (304) 372-2211

PRESSURE TREATED

WOOD PRODUCTS March 31, 1981

Mr. Edward Meese 018013

The White House
i Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Meese:

I am not going to go to great lengths to quality
myself except to say that I am a successful business
executive and I want your attention with this letter.

! The prevailing attitude in this country is that
the President cannot be protected. "If someone wants
) to shoot the President, they can." This is hogwash!

i The Secret Service is simply not doing their job.

The Secret Service needs a complete overhaul. They
| need an entire restaffing with competent, solid people
who can get the job done.

It is beyond my understanding how the media can
classify these people heroes when six shots were fired
at the President at close range from a small group of
people in downtown Washington. One shot would have been
a disgrace.

The Secret Service should hang up their trench coats
and roll up their sleeves. If necessary, every second
person the President shakes hands with should be an agent.

The entire incident, including the ensuing panic,
shouting, and waving of machine guns, adds to our inter-
national image as bumblers.

Please make your number one priority the Secret
Service. These people are incompetent!

Very truly yours

ﬂ%ﬁ«///ﬁ/é% /Zx

Gerald M. Titus, Sr.

(s
[ Y
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{:d'\
GMT/mes } Pf
e
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PLANT LOCATIONS:  SPENCER. WV _* GOSHEN, VA + STANTON. KY - DUBOIS, PA » WILMINGTON, NC “M
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

MAY 28 1981

Dear Mr. Titus:

Mr. Meese has asked the Treasury Department to respond to
your letter of March 31, concerning the conduct of the Secret

Service with respect to the March 30 attempt on the President's
life.

Secretary Regan has ordered an investigation of the
performance of the Treasury Department in connection with the
March 30 attack on the President. The report will be prepared by
Treasury's General Counsel and will encompass all aspects of the
Department's involvement in the events surrounding the
assassination attempt. The report will include a thorough
evaluation of the ability to determine the existence and
seriousness of threats against the President and will assess the
adequacy of the procedures, facilities, and personnel relating to
the protection of the President. The findings and
recommendations of the General Counsel's report will be made
available to the public upon completion.

Sincerely,
: Ls{gned)

Steven L. Skancke
Acting Executive Secretary

Mr. Gerald M. Titus Sr.

The Burke, Farsons, Bowlby
Corporation

Post Office Box 231

Ripley WV 25271







The BURKE-PARSONS-BOWLBY Corporation

P. 0. BOX 231 + RIPLEY, WEST VIRGINIA 25271 « PHONE (304) 372-2211
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© v March 31, 1981

Mr. Edv.vard Meese 018013

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Meese:

I am not going to go to great lengths to quality
myself except to say that I am a successful business
executive and I want your attention with this letter.

The prevailing attitude in this country is that
the President cannot be protected. "If someone wants
to shoot the President, they can." This is hogwash!
The Secret Service is simply not doing their job.

The Secret Service needs a complete overhaul. They
need an entire restaffing with competent, solid people
who can get the job done.

It is beyond my understanding how the media can
classify these people heroes when six shots were fired
at the President at close range from a small group of

people in downtown Washington. One shot would have been
a disgrace.

The Secret Service should hang up their trench coats
and roll up their sleeves. If necessary, every second
person the President shakes hands with should be an agent.

The entire incident, including the ensuing panic,
shouting, and waving of machine guns, adds to our inter-
national image as bumblers.

Please make your number one priority the Secret
Service. These people are incompetent!

Very truly your

e e A

Gerald M. Titus, Sr.
s
:}n

)
a
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®
&

PLANT LOCATIONS: SPENCER, WV * GOSHEN, VA » STANTON, KY « DUBOIS, PA « WILMINGTON, NC “‘
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CITY OF TUCSON
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

April 2, 1981 250 WEST ALAMEDA
LEWIS C. MURPHY P. 0. BOX 27210
MAYOR TUCSON, ARIZONA 85726

PHONE: (602) 791-4201

The Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States (}1“'
The White House

Washington, D. C.

cD
(@)
o
(&p)

Dear Mr. President:

My community shares the nation's shock and outrage at
the development of circumstances which have resulted
in injury to you, Mr. Brady and two members of your
law enforcement staff.

We, of course, are overwhelmed with joy that your in-
juries were not more severe but we suffer unmitigated
frustration. Our philosophical approach is that you will
be an even stronger, more effective president as a result
of these happenings and that therefore somehow our nation
will, in fact, have benefited.

It occurs to me that there must be better ways than

those which we are presently pursuing to avoid circum-
stances which allow this kind of activity in our country.
In concert with Dr. Harold Russell, our police psychol-
ogist, our community is prepared to make some recommenda-
tions which we feel may have significant potential value.
It is conceivable that we are so unhappy and so frustrated
that we are grasping at straws. However, we feel that
some positive steps can and must be taken at this time to
pProperly identify and offer therapy under the concept of
diagnosis and treatment of "dangerousness."









<)

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, b.c.

STROM THURMOND
SOuUTH CaroLINA
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June 26, 1981

Dear Bill:

With great regret for the delay, I would
like to thank you for your April 13 letter
on behalf of your constituent, Mr, Robert
Martin, who has inquired as to whether the
Secret Service agents who protected the
President in the assassination attempt will
be honored,

I have learned that the Secret Service does
indeed plan to recognize the outstanding per-
formance of the agents directly involved,
and, in addition, will honor the Metropolitan
police and other agencies.

I appreciate your interest in writing and
hope this information will be helpful to your
conatituent.

Wwith cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Max L. Priedersdorf
Asgistant to the President

The Honorable G. William Whitehurst
Rouse of Representatives
washington, D.C., 20515

MLF :CMP:MDB
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:a": WILLIAM WHPEHURST
2D DISTRICT, VIRGINIA

e

LY COMMITTEES:
i
i

AMED SERVICES Congress of the Anited States
e ADINESS o PHouge of Wepregentatihes
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND Washington, B.L. 20515

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
ON INTELLIGENCE

SUBCOMMITTEES:
PROGRAM AND BUDGET AUTHORIZATION

U.S. DELEGATE TO 1
NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY Aprl l l 3 ’ l 9 8 l

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf

Assistant to the President for
Legislative Affairs

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Max:

I am enclosing a copy of a mailgram which
have received from Mr. Robert Martin, 412 Lineberry

-~

WASHINGTON OFF{CE:
2469 RAYBURN BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-4215%

JOHN P. MAGILL
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

CONSTITUENT SERVICE OFFICES:

815 FeDERAL BUILDING
NorrFoLK, VIRGINIA 23510
(804) 441-3340
VERENA C. WASSERMAN
OFFICE MANAGER

RooMm 601, PEMBEROKE ONE
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 23462
(804) 490-2393
BLANCHE M. BOYLES

OFFICE MANAGER

o
¢

Co
o

I

Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452. I would appre-

ciate it very much if you would advise me if the
White House is planning any special honors to be

bestowed upon the Secret Service agents who protected

the President in the recent assassination attempt.
Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,‘

NEl%

G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST
GWW: RL
Enclosure
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Dear /e M_ff f//e,:

I was delighted to receive the get-well message and resolution
( '.*% a”r c'/

which you sent to me on behalf of the Semmtesddewse of the Stwrtesim
Lavderdzle )

mmeei&h_of_@- 2: /&z’,/‘é éé& Knowing of your friendship

encourages and helps me daily. ,//

C”ﬁ(o y)

With best wishes to you and the members of the -Serretesliousc,
Ssfncerely,

RR

RR:AVH:SRH: /U"/QUJKK

o
v
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s RESOLUTION #826
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE GRIEF OF THE CITY
CONCERNING THE TRAGEDY WHICH HAS BEFALLEN
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN, JAMES SCOTT BRADY,

TIMOTHY J. McCARTHY AND THOMAS DELAHANTY;

PROVIDING FOR TRUE COPIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECT-
IVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Council shares the country's shock and
grief at the recent assassination attempt on the life of President Ronald
Reagan, and

WHEREAS, the City Council is desirous of expressing the
concerns of the citizenry of the City of Lauderdale Lakes relative to such
events, |

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LAUDERDALE IAKES, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1l: On behalf of the citizenry of the City of
Lauderdale Lakes, the City Council hereby expresses its deep-felt shock
and grief over the attempt to assassinate President Ronald Reagan and joins
with the citizens of this great country in calling for a continuing and
more intense vigilance regarding the protection of the country's values and
institutions, Moreover, the City Coumcil doins with the citizens of the
City in wishing the President and those brave men who were wounded by his
side, James Scott Brady, Timothy J. McCarthy and Thomas Delahanty, speedy
and successful recoveries.

Section 2: True Copies. The City Clerk is hereby

authorized and directed to provide true copies hereof to President Ronald
Reagan, Mr. and Mrs. James Scott Brady, Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. McCarthy
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Delahanty.

Section 3: Effectiwve Date. This Resolution shall

take effect immediately upon its final passage.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAUDERDALE LAKES

AT ITS REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 31, 1981.

Uy 1RO
City C}erk \ :

L
P
)



522 o YO

JC Colef
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 4, 1981

A
Dear Mr. Haun:
It was good of you to let me know of your
support for President Reagan and his policies.
This administration is dedicated to stream-
1ining the Federal government and restoring
our nation's economic vitality. We count on :
the support of you and many other concerned i
citizens to help us in accomplishing these goals. |
With best wishes.

Sincerely, _ \ .

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

Mr. C. R. Haun
P.0. Box 273 ‘
Ainsworth, Nebraska 69210 :
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 4, 1981

Dear Mr. Haun:

It was good of you to let me know of your
support for President Reagan and his policies.
This administration is dedicated to stream-
lining the Federal government and restoring

our nation's economic vitality. We count on

the support of you and many other concerned
citizens to help us in accomplishing these goals.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

= -

Mr. C. R. Haun
P.0. Box 273
Ainsworth, Nebraska 69210
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'The Way Washington
Really Works

The sad fact is that it doesn’t. And it
won’t until we have a government that can
control our unresponsive bureaucracy

Condensed from
“How WAasSHINGTON REALLY WORKS”

CHARLES PETERS

HERE IS a permanent govern-

I ment in Washington whose

power does not depend on
election results. It includes the courts
and military, as well as two unofficial
but powerful branches, the press and
special-interest lobbyists. But the
largest part of the permanent gov-
ernment is the bureaucracy. With
over 2.8 million federal civilian em-
ployees, it's no wonder that the
bureaucracy’s power is increasingly
dominant in our lives.

Some bureaucrats do essential
work: air-traffic controllers, Forest
Service firefighters, nurses at Veter-
ans Administration hospitals. But
there are many others whose contri-
bution to the public interest is less
clear: employees with such titles as

CHarLEs PETERS, a former Democratic legislator
in West Virginia and Director of Evaluation for
the Peace Corps 1961-68, is editor of The Washing-
ton Monthly.

Schemes Routing Specialist, Em-
ployee Suggestion and Incentive
Awards Administrator or Confiden-
tial Assistant to the Confidential As-
sistant—all real titles.

[ first encountered the federal
bureaucracy when I moved to Wash-
ington in 1961. There I was exposed
to a Civil Service system character-
ized by too much defensiveness, too
little courage.

Of course, in many clerical jobs
openness or courage is irrelevant.
But as people climb the administra-
tive ladder, they seek to avoid any-
thing that could disturb their steady
career progress. The result: Over the
years, the bureaucracy has become
lethargic and self-protective.

Consider the joke of performance
evaluations within the bureaucracy.
Early in the Carter Administration,
Barbara Blum, deputy administrator
of the Environmental Protection

'HOW WASHINGTON REALLY WORKS '™ COPYRIGHT ® 1980 BY CHARLES PETERS, IS PUBLISHED
AT $10.95 HARDCOVER, $5.956 PAPERBACK, BY ADDISON-WESLEY PUBLISHING CO.,
AEADING, MASS. 01867.
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through normal attrition, should be
filled with political appointees who
can be fired. Firing permits the hir-
ing of people we want and the
jettisoning of those we don’t want.

The key here is accountability. If
you don’t deliver the goods, you can
be thrown out. When the Post Office
was political, it worked. Congress-
men knew that if the postmasters
they appointed didn’t deliver the
mail, the Congressmen would be
blamed by the voters. Now they say
it’s out of their hands. And it s

Congress has surrendered vast
powers to independent federal agen-
cies over which it and the President
have little or no authority. Bureau-
crats in such agencies feel beyond
public control.

Recently, for example, the Library
of Congress studied federal agencies’
compliance with the Sunshine Act of
1976, which was supposed to open
up government to the public. The
study found that of 1003 government
meetings listed in the Federal Regis-
ter, 627 were cither completely or
partially closed to the public. One
meeting held by the Federal Reserve
Board to consider the design of its
furniture was closed on the ground
that “matters of a sensitive finan-
cial nature were being considered.”

Bureaucrats aren’t accountable to
the people because they can’t be
fired by the elected representatives
of the people. If elections are going
to mean anything—and they often
mean nothing now because they do

not change the permanent govern-
ment—the Administration must be
given the authority to hire and fire
not just Cabinet members and agen-
cy heads, but enough other officials,
high and low, so the President can
move the machinery of government.

Power over federal appointments
made within a Congressional district
should be shared with the Congress-
man, or with local party officials
when the Congressman is not in the
President’s party. That way the vot-
ers will know the Congressman
shares responsibility for the perform-
ance of federal officials in his district.

With an accountable bureaucracy,
Congressmen and the President—
because they would share the ap-
pointing authority for federal offi-
cials working at the grassroots level—
should finally be able to overcome
the communication gap that can pre-
vent those at the top from knowing
what’s going on down below, and
therefore from knowing what ac-.
tions to take to meet the people’s
needs and wishes.

Washington doesn’t really work.
The present system is designed to
protect those within it, not to serve
those outside. Until we have a gov-
ernment that can control the bu-
reaucracy, we are not going to have
effective government.

Reprints of this article are available. Prices:
10—$3.00; 25—$6.00; 50—$9.00; 100—$15.00;
500—$35.00; 1000—$48.00. Postage and han-
dling charges included in orders of 1000 or less.
Address:  Reprint Editor, Reader’s Digest,
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570.

REPRINTED FROM THE MARCH 1981 ISSUE OF READER’S DIGEST
© 1981 THE READER'S DIGEST ASSOCIATION, INC., PLEASANTVILLE, N.Y. 10570 PRINTED IN U.S.A.
This reprint does not constilute an endorsement, iIMphed or otherwise. by Reader's Digest. It may not be used i any way

for advertising or promotional purposes without prior written permission ol Reader's

igest. The reprint may not be soid

by anyone other lhan Reader's Digest and no message. with the exception o! the donor’s name, may be imprinted on it.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 4, 1981 .

Dear Mr. Melia: : --

It was good of you to share your special
thoughts with me.

We're all very grateful to have been spared
what initially looked like certain tragedy.

The President and Jdim Brady and the others
are doing very well, and business is return-
ing to normal.

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness. :

Sincerely,

MICHAEL K. DEAVER
—~- Assistant to the President
-Deputy Chief of Staff

Mrs. Roberta Melia
2026 R. St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009






March 31, 1981
Dupont Circle

Today is not Yesterday. VYesterday the President was shot.

I found out when I tried to use the phone, and couldn't get a line.
Thoughts of calling the phone company, waiting for service, having no phone
and picking up a dead line on and off for the next few days seemed a big
bother. There was also the phone bill sitting in a pile on the desk, unpaid.
But, that's happened before...couldn't be.

Earlier at Tunch, I heard the wind pick up. I lookd out the window
and saw the force hurl a solid, red metal chair across the length of the
terrace as it crashed down on its side at the far end. It had happened before,
many times. Boy, those old things were well made.

But now I had no phone, the rain was coming hard and I couldn't
go outside.

Suddenly the phone is ringing.

A friend is on the line and we speak:

"T can't get a 1ine. Something's wrong."

"No. Yes. The circuits may be overloaded. The President's been shot.
Turn on the TV."

Today, I pick up the phone and the Tine is clear. So is the day.

The wind is still and the red metal chair sits firmly beside the potted rose
bush with its earliest, gently fluttering leaves.

Now the spring is so sour.

Roberta Melia

2026 R Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20009
387-7474
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Dear Vern:

vYour letter enclosing the text of your
speech to the Urban League of Champaign
County, Illinois, was much appreciated.

No one knows better than you what the
President has and is going through because
of the events of 30 March. Therefore,
your kind words hold special meaning for
both Presient Reagan and myself.
You have our best wishes.

Sincerely,

EM

cc to Meese
cc with copy of incoming to Richard Williamson

EM;es






SPEECH

BY

VERNUN E. JORDAN, JR,

PRESTUENT

NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

AT |

URBAN LEAGUE OF CHAMPATIGN COUNTY
ANUAL MEETING

CHA-PATGY, TLLINOIS

APRIL 3, 1981



I WAS PREPARED TO SPEAK TONIGHT ABOUT THE FEDERAL BUDGET
AND ITS IMPACT ON BLACK AND POOR AMERICANS, [ WAS PREPARED
TO OUTLINE IN SOME DETAIL JUST HOW DEVASTATING THAT BUDGET
WILL BE TO AMERICA’S FORGOTTEN FAMILIES THAT DWELL IN POVERTY,

BUT EVENTS HAVE OVERTAKEN THAT TALK, THIS IS NO TIME
TO ARGUE WITH A PRESIDENT OVER HIS PROGRAM, FOR THAT PRESIDENT
LIES WOUNDED TN A WASHINGTON HOSPITAL.

INSTEAD, THIS IS THE TIME FOR ALL AMERICANS TO AFFIRM
THEIR UNITY. AND TO RALLY BEHIND THE SYMBOLS OF OUR NATION ——
THE PRESIDENT, THE FLAG, AND THE CONSTITUTION,

fND THOSE ARE NOT EMPTY SYMBOLS. IHEY ARE MEANINGFUL
SYMBOLS THAT REFLECT THE REALITY OF OUR PRIDE AND INDEPENDENCE.

IF THE LEADER OF ANOTHER COUNTRY IS SHOT, WE CAN EXPECT
TANKS TO BE DRAWN UP IN FRONT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. W&
CAN EXPECT TROOPS TO iMPRISON THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION. WE
CAN EXPECT THE NEW LEADERS TO TEAR UP THE COUNTRY'S CONSTITUTION,

BUT LAST WEEK, AMERICA’S RULES PREVAILED, THE VICE PRESIDENT
STEPPED INTO THE BREACH. IHE CABINET PULLED TOGETHER, IHE
GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONED, SURE. THERE WAS CONFUSION. BUT IT WAS
A CONFUSION REGULATED BY LAW AND WITH THE SURE KNCWLEDGE THAT
OUR CONSTITUTION IS OPERATIVE AND DEMOCRACY WOULD SURVIVE,
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SO EVEN AS WE ARE SHOCKED AT THE ATTACK ON THE PRESIDENT W&
MUST REALIZE THAT THE SAME FREEDOM THAT SENDS HIM {NTO CROWDS AT
SUCH GREAT RISK, PROVIDES THE LAWS AND ORDERLY STABILITY THAT
PERMITS OUR GOVERNMENT TO FUNCTION WHEN THE WORST HAPPENS.

THANK GOD, THE WORST HAS NOT HAPPENED, [HE PRESIDENT'S LIFE
WAS SPARED, HE IS ON THE WAY TO RECOVERY, ALL OF US ARE UNITED IN
THANKS GIVING FOR THAT, WE PRAY FOR HIS COMPLETE AND TOTAL RECGVERY
AND FOR THE COMPLETE RECOVERY OF HIS PRESS SECRETARY. JIM BRADY, FOR
SECRET SERVICE AGENT AND FOR THE POLICEMAN WHO WERE WOUNDED IN

11

TH
THE ATTACK.

BuT WHY IS IT THAT AMERICANS SEEM ABLE TO BE UNITED ONLY IN
TiMES OF TRAGEDY OR CRISIS?

fol EXPERIENCE LIKE THE TERRIBLE ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT
REAGAN BRINGS ALL PEOPLE TOGETHER IN PRAYERS FOR HIS RECOVERY AND
OUTRAGE AT THE VICIOUS ATTACK ON HIS LIFE,

AND THAT FEELING CUTS ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM., EVEN THE
MOST OUTSPOKEN OPPONENTS OF H1S ECONOMIC PROGRAM, INCLUDING MYSELF,
LIKE HIM AS A HUMAN BEING, RESPECT THE OFFICE HE HOLDS, AND ABHOR
VIOLENCE OF ANY KIND, ESPECIALLY VIOLENCE OF THE SORT WE WITNESSED
IN WASHINGTON,

[ VANT TO BACK HIM WHEN I THINK HE IS RIGHT. AND 1 WANT TO
OPPOSE HIM WHEN I THINK HE 1S WRONG, | WANT THE OPPORTUNITY TO
EDUCATE HIM TO MY WAY OF THINKING, AND IF I FAIL. WANT TO KNOW THAT
I MUST RESPECT HIS VIEWS WITH THE SAME TOLERANCE WITH WHICH HE MUST
RESPECT MINE,
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ANG IN A DEMOCRACY, | DO NOT WANT A MAN WITH A GUN TO
DEPRIVE ME OF MY PRESIDENT, FOR, RIGHT OR WRONG, HE IS MY
PRESIDENT AND THE SYMBOL OF MY NATION'S AUTHORITY AND
LEADERSHIP,

AMERICA CHOSE RONALD REAGAN TO BE ITS PRESIDENT, AND ALL
AVERICANS WANT HIM TO SERVE HIS TERM IN THE WHITE HOUSE FoORr
THE NEXT FOUR YEARS,

THE PRESIDENT 1S PRESIDENT OF ALL OF THE PEOPLE, AND ALL
OF THE PEOPLE HAVE A STAKE IN HIS ABILITY TO DISCHARGE THE
FUNCTIONS OF HIS OFFICE. WE ALL HAVE A STAKE IN THE STABILITY
OF THE GOVERNMENT, WE ALL REALIZE THAT OUR FREEDOMS ARE
ENDANGERED WHEN DANGEROUS WEAFONS IN THE HANDS OF PEOPLE WITH
TWISTED MINDS REPLACE THE POLITICAL PROCESS.

AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN THE VICTIM OF A SIMILAR ATTACK., 1
KNOW WHAT THE PRESIDENT IS GOING THROUGH. AND HE HAS MY PRAYERS
AND HOPES FOR A COMPLETE RECOVERY.

THE WOULD-BE—-ASSASSIN WHO WOUNDED THE PRESIDENT ALSO
WOUNDED AMERICA. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOK BACK AT THE PAST
TWENTY YEARS CF ASSASSINATIONS AND ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATIONS

WITHOUT SINKING INTO AN AWFUL FEELING OF DOUBT ABOUT OUR SOCIETY.
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T HAS BECOME A CLICHE TO TALK OF A “SICK SOCIETY" AND
PEOPLE ARE TIRED OF THAT KIND OF TAiK. BUT AFTER YET ANOTHER
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT WE HAVE TO FACE THE AWFUL TRUTH OF
VIOLENCE AND MINDLESS BRUTALITY SO OFTEN DISPLAYED IN AMERICA.

WE HAVE TO FACE THE FACT THAT PRESIDENTS OF AMERICA ARE
GUNNED DOWN WHILE THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN EUROPE AND OTHER
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACIES ARE NOT. WE HAVE TO FACE THE FACT THAT
AVMERICA HAS AS MANY GUNS AS PEOPLE, WHILE OTHER COUNTRIES DO
NOT. WE HAVE TO FACE THE FACT THAT OUR SOCIETY PRODUCES MANY
PEOPLE WHO ARE ROOTLESS, ANGRY AND ALIENATED, WHILE OTHER
SOCIETIES IO NOT.

AND 1T IS NOT JUST THIS ONE INCIDENT, OR EVEN THE CHAIN
OF ATTEMPTS ON THE LIVES OF AVERICAN LEADERS THAT GIVE RISE TO
THIS LINE OF THINKING, IT IS ALSO THE KILLINGS OF THE BLACK
HILDREN IN ATLANTA, AND THE SIMILAR EVENTS THAT HAVE OCCURED
IN RECENT YEARS, [MASS KILLERS HAVE WORKED THEIR EVIL IN
Cu1caco, HousToN AND New YORK JUST IN THE PAST FEW YEARS.

AND THERE 1S MINDLESS VIOLENCE IN THE STREETS AS WELL.

IT HAS RECOME A PART OF AMERICAN LIFE WE CANNOT AND SHOULD NGT
ACCEPT,

ONE WAY TC EXPRESS OUR INDIGNATION 1S TO PRESS FOR GUN
CONTROL. BUT EVEN A SIMPLE SUGGESTION THAT HANDGUNS, WHICH ARE
NOT USED FOR SPORTS, BE REGISTERED, HAS BEEN DEFEATED TIME AND
AGATiN,
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[ KNOW THIS IS AN EMOTIONAL ISSUE, | KNOW WHAT GUNS MEAN
TO PEOPLE, [ GREW UP IN THE SOUTH. WHERE PEOPLE GO HUNTING AND
WHERE HANDGUNS ARE COMMON, BUT SO TOO IS VIOLENCE,

I CAN UNDERSTAND SOME OF THE FEARS PEOPLE HAVE ABOUT GUN
CONTROL. LEGISLATION, BUT THOSE FEARS ARE OFTEN DERIVED FROM
AN EARLIER SOCIETY THAT NO LONGER EXISTS. THE FRONTIER IS GONE.
WE ARE NOW A MASS SOCIETY, FULL OF THE TENSIONS AND FRICTIONS
A MASS SOCIETY PRODUCES. [N SUCH AN ENVIRONMENT, GUNS ARE
GOING TO BE USED FOR PURPOSES MANY LAW-ABIDING GUNGWNERS DARE
NOT IMAGINE.

WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE WE LIVE IN A SOCIETY WHERE AN USWALD
CAN MAIL OFF A COUPON AND GET A DEADLY WEAPON: A SOCIETY IN
WHICH A HINCKLEY CAN WALK OFF THE STREET INTO A PAWNSHOP AND BLY
A DEADLY HANDGUN, A SOCIETY IN WHICH ANY FETTY HOODLUM OR DERANGED
PERSON CAN EASILY GET HIS HANDS ON A WEAPON THAT CAN KILL,

YES, 1T IS AN INFRINGEMENT ON OUR LIBERTIES TC HAVE ACCESS
TO SUCH WEAPONS RESTRICTED. BUT THAT IS A LIBERTY | WOULD
GLADLY GIVE UP TO SAVE LIVES. [T IS NOT A LIBERTY ON THE SCALE
OF OTHERS VE TREASUIRE — THE FREEDOMS THAT PROTECT INNATE RIGHTS.

RATHER, IT IS AN EXPENDABLE LIBERTY. ON THE ORDER OF OTHER
RESTRICTIONS THAT PREVENT US FROM SHOUTING “FIRE" IN A CROWDED
THEATER OR SLANDERING SOMEONE.
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PERHAPS IT IS TIME TO DECLARE FOKR FULL AND COMPLETE
DOMESTIC DISARMAMENT, | KNOW THE OLD LINE, "GUNS DON'T KILL

7

PEOPLE, PEOPLE DO.” BUT PEOPLE WITH GUNS KILL PEOPLE., TAKE
AWAY THE GUNS AND YOU DRASTICALLY REDUCE THE CHANCE FOR SUCH

LETHAL POSSIBILITIES,

BEYOND SUCH STEPS, WHAT CAN WE DO TO MAKE OUR SOCIETY
LESS PRODUCTIVE OF MISFITS AND VIOLENCE-PRONE PEOPLE? A
LLONG HISTORY OF FRONTIER VIOLENCE, RACISM, AND MINDLESS
SELFISHNESS MAY BE AT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM,

How DO WE COUNTER THAT AWFUL HERITAGE TO ENCOURAGE TOLERANCE
AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE? THERE ARE NO EASY ANSWERS, No
ONE KNOWS HOW TO CREATE A CARING SOCIETY THAT VALUES THE
LIVES OF ITS MEMBERS.

PUT IT 1S A COPOUT TO BLAME THE VIOLENCE ON ISOLATED,
ALIENATED INDIVIDUALS., WE MUST ASK WHY THERE ARE SO MANY SUCH
© PEOPLE, WHY THEIR SICKNESS TAKES THE FORM OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
OTHERS, AND WHAT THERE IS IN OUR SOCIETY THAT ENCOURAGES THIS.

Y OWN FEELING IS THAT A SOCIETY THAT DIRECTS ITS ENERGIES
TO SCCTAL JUSTICE, THAT DEVOTES ITSELF TO CARING CONCERN FOR
THE LEAST OF ITS CITIZENS) AND THAT DEMONSTRATES RESPECT FOR
LIFE BY TRYING TO MAKE ALL LIVES MEANINGFUL, WOULD BE A SOCIETY
THAT HAS A BETTER CHANCE TO ESCAPE THE DESTRUCTIVE PATTERN IN
WHICH WE SEEM TRAPPED TODAY,
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I THINK IT 1S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT PHILOSOPHY,
WHICH SUPPORTS THE URBAN LEAGUE'S ACTIVITIES. T0O OFTEN We
ARE BOGGED DOWN IN THIS PROGRAM OR THAT PROJECT TO KEEP THE
BIG PICTURE IN MIND.

WHEN WE TRY TO PROVIDE A HOUSING PLACEMENT FOR A FAMILY
OR A JOB TRAINING PROGRAM TO YOUNG WORKERS WE DO MORE THAN
PROVIDE A SERVICE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, RATHER, WE HELP
TO BUILD A CARING SOCIETY THAT OPENS DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY.
WE DEMONSTRATE RESPECT FOR OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS, WE HELP
TO BUILD A COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY.

AND WHEN WE ADVOCATE MEASURES BY FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS WE ARE NOT ADDING OUR VOICES TO THOSE OF A SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUP, WE SPEAK IN SOCIETY'S BEST INTERESTS IN
ADVOCACY OF PHILOSOPHIES AND PROGRAMS THAT WOULD BRING EVERYONE
INTO THE COMMUNITY OF AMERICA'S MAINSTREAM,

MND WHEN WE URGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO TAKE STEPS LIKE
TRAINING PROGRAMS, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAMS, OR SUPPORT FOR
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES, WE DO IT NOT AS ANNOYANCES TO BUSINESSES
THAT OUGHT TO BE CONCENTRATING ON OTHER THINGS, BUT AS FELLOW-
CITIZENS THAT SHARE THE PRIVATE SECTOR'S NEED FOR A STABLE.
JUST SOCIETY,



-8~

We oF THE URBAN LEAGUE ARE TRYING TO MAKE AN IMPERFECT
SCCIETY WORK BETTER FOR ALL ITS PEOPLE, AND WE ARE ESPECIALLY
COMAITTED TO A PRIVATE SECTOR ROLE IN THAT EFFORT,

We INSIST ON STRCNG GOVERNMENT ACTION TO PROVIDE JOBS AND
SOCIAL SERVICES., BUT WE INSIST NO LESS STRONGLY ON PRIVATE
SECTOR EFFORTS TO MAKE OUR SYSTEM WORK FOR EVERYBODY.

I mink THE URBAN LEAGUE, THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION, AND
THE PRIVATE SECTOR ALL AGREE ON THE KIND OF SOCIETY WE WOULD
LIKE TO SEE —— A SOCIETY THAT IS STRONG, FREE, AND OFFERS EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL AVMERICANS,

WE MAY DISAGREE OM THE MEANS., SOME PEGPLE MAY CHARGE THAT
THZ PROGRAMS | WANT ONLY LEAD TO TOO MUCH GOVERNMENT AND TO A
SCCIETY HEMYED IN BY TOO MANY REGULATIONS, [ MAY THINK THAT THE
PEOGRAMS OTHERS ADVOCATE WILL RESULT IN TOO MUCH MISERY FOR POOR
PEOPLE AND A SOCIETY WEAKENED BY CONTINUED INEQUALITIES AND

INJUSTICES,

BUT THIS 15 A TIME TO CONCENTRATE ON ENDS ~~ ON AGREEING
THAT WE ALL WANT TO SEE AN AMERICA IN WHIZH MINDS CAN BLOSSOM
AND NOT BECOME DERANGED AND VIOLENT: AN AMERICA IN WHICH A
PERSON'S SKIN IS JUST THE COVER OF HIS BODY AND NOT THE CAUSE
OF UNEQUAL TREATMENT AND UNEQUAL OPPORTUNITY.
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THESE ARE DIFFICULT DAYS FOR OUR NATION, AND MORE
DIFFiCULT DAYS ARE AHEAD UNLESS WE CAN HELP UNITE ALL AMERICANS
BEHIND THE BANNER OF A COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY THAT CARES FOR
ITS PEOPLE AND ITS IDEALS.

YES, THIS WEEK'S TRAGEDY CALLS FOR A TEMPORARY TRUCE
IN PLBLICLY FIGHTING THE PRESIDENT ON HIS PROGRAM, BuT
WHEN 1T ENDS. WE WILL PRESS OUR CLAIMS WITH ALL THE
VIGCR AT OUR COMYAND: KNOWING THAT THIS IS THE WAY A
DEMOCRACY OPERATES, |

WE WILL WIN ON SOME ISSUES AND LOSE ON OTHERS. BUT BETJER

1

T0 LOSE TN A DEMOCRACY AND HAVE THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOM TO

el

PROTEST WHAT WE DO NOT AGREE WiTH, THAN TO WIN UNDER SOME OTHER
FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND KNOW THAT OUR VICTORIES ARE EMPTY AND
HOLLOW WITHOUT FREEDOM,

We oF THE URBAN LEAGUE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TU OUR
PRESIDENT, OUR CONSTITUENTS, AND OUR NATION, TO FIGHT FOR
THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF BLACK., MINORITY., AND ALL POOR PEOPLE,
\lE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO PRESS FORWARD WITH CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
TO NATIONAL PROBLEMS. WE HAVE THE DUTY TO HELP EDUCATE THE

PUBLIC TO UNDERSTAMD THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF ALL AMERICANS —-
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AN INTERDEPE..DENCE THAT IS Tri LIFELINE OF CUR PLURALISTIC
SOCIETY. AND A MIRROR FOR AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD,

WE MUST SPEAK LOUD AND CLEAR TO A FORGETTING NATION WITH
THE MESSAGE THAT THE ASPIRATIONS OF MINORITY PEOPLE IN
AVERICA’S GHETTOS CANNOT BE DENIED. WE MUST NEVER LET IT
FORGET THAT BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE. TOO, ARE AMERICANS:
THAT LIKE OTHERS, OUR BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS BUILT THIS NATION,
MADE 1T GREAT, SUSTAIN IT TODAY., ANG WILL REBUILD ITS GREATNESS

TOMORROW,

BLACK PEOPLE KNOW WELL THAT AMERICA CAN CHANGE. [T cAN
CHANGE BECAUSE WE HAVE SEEN 1T CHANGE: WE HAVE MADE AMERICA
NGE
YES. WE WANT AN AMERICA THAT IS CHANGED TC THE POINT
WHERE LITTLE B' % CHILDREN CAN WALK FREELY IN THE STREETS OF
EIR NEIGHBORHOOD IN ATLANTA WITHOUT FEAR, AN AMERICA IN
WHiCH OUR PRESIDENT CAN WAVE TO FRIENDLY CROWDS WITHOUT THINKING
OF DANGER. AN AMERICA THAT IS FREE FROM THE CHAINS OF DISCRIMINATION
AND INEQUALITY,

VE SEEK THE AMERICA OUR GREAT POET LANGSTON HUGHES SANG OF
WHEN HE WROTE:




"0, LET AMERICA BE AMERICA AGAIN --
THE LAND THAT NEVER HAS BEEN YET —-
AND YET MUST BE —-

THE LAND WHERE EVERY MAN IS FREE.

e

THE LAND THAT'S MINE —-
THe PoorR MaN's, Inpian's, Neero's, ME —-
Wo MADE AVERICA
WHOSE SWEAT AND BLOOD, WHOSE FAITH AND PAIN,
WHOSE HAND AT THE FOUNDRY, WHOSE PLOW IN THE RAIN,
MUST BRING BACK OUR MIGHTY DREAM AGAIN,”

#o# ot #



