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•ay 22. l Rl 

D r rry: 

~he Pr~sid nt ha a k~d me to thank you for 
your ~ rch 31 lotter ~·tting forth your 

nt an suggestions ~or b tter protec
of th- reajd nt and Vice Pre ident. 

It w 00<.1 to no o your deep, person l 
cone rn1 and you ~ay he sur~d that yo r 
s ecific reco mcntlation will b w 9iv"'n most 
careful tt~ntion nd con ideration. P eas 

now that your i ea nd clp are l ays 
·lco 

:ith cordi l reoard, I a 

Sine rel , 

~ · L. ri d r dorf. 
As ists t to c Prcsi 

Honor blo Larry Pres l r 
Un te State en te 
\a. hington, D .. C. 205 O 

MLF/CMP/las --

nt 

) 
cc: w/copy of inc., Joni Stevens (Military Aide's Office) - FYI 
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LARRY PRESSLER 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 20510 

March 31, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

rl l 7034 

After many discussions here on the Hill, it is my 
conclusion that the members of the Senate are 
e x tremely shocked and disturbed at the attempt on 
the life of President Reagan. It is a sad thing 
and we need to hold some hearings on how we can 
possibly make it safer for the President and the 
Vice President. 

Since your safety and leadership are so valuable 
to us, I would make the following three recommendations: 
1) That the President and Vice President limit their 
appearances before groups in public hotels and other 
places where security is a problem. It is my 
recommendation that such groups be addressed over 
closed circuit TV as much as possible. Also, if 
they could hold some of these meetings on the White 
House grounds or in smaller groups, it would be safer. 
2) That the President and Vice President hold as many 
functions outside of Washington on Military Bases or in 
secure areas. This limits access to the public some
what but we simply cannot have our President and Vice 
President so vulnerable. 3) That the President and 
Vice President should wear flak jackets when they 
appear in public. I know these jackets are bulky and 
detract slightly from an individual's appearance but 
it is essential that we take all steps to protect our 
President and Vice President. 



President Reagan 2 .March 31, 1981 

In addition, we need to once again evaluate the 
issues of Saturday night specials, of the Secret 
Service performance and of the general causes in our 
society that lead people to commit such acts. Also, 
the leniency of punishment of crimes perpetrated 
with armed weapons needs to be reviewed at the 
Federal and State levels. 

In short, as a United States Senator, I thought 
it appropriate for me to pass along my suggestions. 
I am very discouraged, since during my lifetime, four 
Eresidents have been shot at at close range and one 
has been killed and one has been injured. We just 
cannot let this go on. I am sorry that we have this 
situation. We in the Congress must do everything we 
can to alleviate it. Meanwhile, I would recommend 
that the President and Vice President take at least 
the above steps to lessen the possibility of being 
shot at . · 

LP/lpa 

. . . -
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.Tun~ 9 1 1961 

iJ ar Charlie : 

I regr t that the vo lume of il w have receivec h 
prev n ted r>e frl!ltll providing you ith a more expeditious 
reply t o your 1.pril 6 letter concerning th,.,. assassination 
attempt m ue on th · Presi( ent . 

Pl asc know that th Pr esid nt 
of your vi s on this matte r . 
of directing your cor ents nd 
a ppropri te of fi f or furt~ r 

. ply ap reci ted hearing 
I have taken the lib rty 
uggestiona to th · 

review. 

Thank you for your interest in writing a d plc s e do 
1~ot hesitate tc) contact n e whe neve r I can b of further 
assistance to you. 

With cor~ial regard, I am 

Sincerel y, 

"lax L. Friedorsdorf 
Assi tant to t he Pr sident 

Tl _ Lenor a l e Charles L. Bon ett 
Ious of Repr sent tivcs 

~·· shi~ gt on, o.c . 2 515 

MLF:CMP:ASR : asr 

cc: w/copy of incoming, the United States Secret Service , 
Public Affairs, 1800 G St., NW , Room 805, DC 20223. 
For DIRECT response to Cong. Bennett, with copy of 
response to Max L. Friedersdorf. 



CHARLES E. BENNETT 
MDhER 

""JOHN W. FARLEY 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

/Y' f 3;> DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE <!Congress of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
~ouse of l\epresentatibes 

UaSf)ington, a.~. 20515 

THOMAS J. MILLER 

LEGISL.ATIVE ASSISTANT 

CHAIRMAN OF SEAPOWER 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

JACKSONVILLE OFFICE: 

352 FEDERAL BUILDING 32202 

TELEPHONE 904-791-2587 

JOHN W. POLL.ARD. JR. 
April 6, 1981 

SHARON H. SIEGEL 

LAURA H. MACOMBER 
PATRICIA A. GODDING 

BARBARA L.. FETHEROLF 

DARLA E. SMALL.WOOD 

VIRGINIA J . FERGUSON 
BRENDA DONALDSON 

Mr. Max Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President for 

Congressional Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Nir. Friedersdor.f: 

017589 

I recently talked with Mr . John W. Bowden and others who were close 
to the President when the event occurred the other day. They tell me 
that in this particular instance the President was not escorted away 
before the crowd came out on the street. In all the instances I remember 
in the past and all of the instances Mr. Bowden remembers, the President 
has been allowed to go before the audience was allowed to break and 
this may have been the reason why he was endangered. I think this should 
be looked into. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Bennett 
CEB:ss 

P.S.: WJ.r. Bowden tells me also that there were very few people in the 
immediate vacinity of the President who were sheltering him but there 
were large numbers of people (hundreds) who were not very far away 
from him who were just in the audience or gatherers.~ tl..)-f-o 

¢~ ~ c~~ UMJ-~~ 
rr'~~ -
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• Honorable 
auu:l•• • Ben.nett. 
u .. s. ouse of Jlepreaent•tiYe• 
as 1ngto • o.c. 2051 

• 

800.3 
Id 1017589 

June 17, 1991 

A.asiatant t . the resident ti.. l'r1deradorf haa 
recent1y f orvarded your lett.r co c:ernin9 t: • u 3 
aaaaaaina.tion at:t.a t to our office. 

While inv•aU9aUona int.a the incident and lit.iqaUon 
are •Ull pending, we are not in a poai1:ioa to comment 
apecif!caUy on the aecllri ty &rr&DAJUMUlta. Addi ~tonally, 

y of your ·cona.rna hav• undo'Qbt.edly been addr•••• to 
the 41.a 4ur1n.9 the t la9 beb'een. your 1n.ltial 
uorraapondenee and the receipt of your le t.er in this 
office. 

• do uaure yo , owe-Yer, that. ve are cloael st :yin 
th• •YeDU of ch 30th t.o aacertain w ther leaaons 
learaed f rca this illd.4ent: m.19 t rove the future aaf et 

f t.baa we pro~. Your concern and your augq atio a 
are Yerf • appreciated. 

cc 
nt 

bee: 

JWW:JL:jo 



June 9, 19Bl 

iJear Charlie: 

I reg r et that the volurr:e of mail WG have r eceived rrils 
p reveE tee rr-.e f rm..-n providing you with a more expeC.i tious 
reply to your il.pril 6 lett;o;r concerning the assassination 
attempt mace o n th0 President. 

Please know that the President deeply appreciated hear i ng 
of your views on this matt~r. I have tnken the liberty 
of d irecting your cor..mients and suggestio ns to t he 
appropriate office for further review. 

Ttrank you for your interest in writing and please do 
:·iot hesitate to contact r::e wh€:neve:r I can b<.! of further 
::tssistancc t o you . 

With corC.ial regard, I Cl!il 

Sincer8ly, 

..:.!nx !. . Friedersdorf 
J\ssistant to t !1e Presidcmt 

~he Honor abl e Charles E. Ecnnett 
Uouse of Ropr esen t at ive s 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

MLF:Cf.1P: ASR : asr 

cc: w/copy of incoming, the United States Secret Service, 
Public Affairs, 1800 G St., NW , Room 805, DC 20223. 
For DIRECT response to Cong. Bennett, with copy of 
response to Max L. Friedersdorf. 
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JOHN W. FARLEY 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ' . 

: 3D DIST!:'ICT, FLORIDA •· 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN OF SEAPOWER 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

QCongr.e.ss of tbe Wniteb ~tat.es 
~ou5e of i\epresentatiiJe~ 
ma~bington, i3.~. 20515 

THOMAS J. MILL.ER 

LEGISLATIVI!: ASSISTANT 

SHARON H . SIEGEL. 
JACKSONVIU..E OFFlCE: 

352 FEDERAL. Bull.DING 3ZZ02 
TELEPHONE 904-791-2587 

JOHN W. POLI.ARD, JR. 
April 6, 1981 

LAURA H . MACOMBER 

PATRICIA A. GODDING 

BARBARA L FETHEROLF · 

DARLA E. SMALLWOOD 
VIRGINIA J . FERGUSON 

BRENDA DONALDSON 

Nir. Max Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President for 

Congressional Affairs 
The White House 
Vlashington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Wir. Friedersdorf: 

017589 

I recently talked with :Mr . J oh.ri W. Bowden and others who were close 
to the President when the event occurred the other day . They tell me 
that in this particular instance the President was not escorted away 
before the crowd came out on the street. In all the instances I remember 
in the past and all of the instances Mr. Bowden rem~~bers, the President 
has been allowed to go before the audience was allowed to break and 
this may have been the reason why he was endangered. I think this should 
be looked into. 

With kindest regards, I am 

~::,~ 
Charles E. Bennett 

CEB:ss 

P. S. : :Wi.r. Bowden tells me also that there were very few people in the 
immediate vacinity of the President who were sheltering him but there 
were large numbers of people (hundreds) who were not very far away 
from him who were just in the audience or gatherers.tt.~ ~ 

<ti>v-. t,,,,wn ~~-<Y\. c,/t,~~C/.7:--r.ru.. -<;f.,,i').;t/ ~ -.~-1 
f ---fh. '> / 

f>/f..,C~ ry~ j\;'V>,A_ ~vviAJ ~ 

SECRET MIES 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE -

REFERRAL 

JUNE 15, 1981 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF THE 'IREASURY 
ATTN: UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 

ACTION REQJESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COP'i 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 017589 

MEDIA: LETTER, Ub.TED APRIL 6, 1981 

TO: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

FROM: THE HCNORABLE CHARLES E. BENNETT 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON 0: 20515 

SUBJECT: VIEWS AND QJESTION CCNCERNING EVENTS THAT 
OCCURED CN t¥.R 30 81 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - IF REQJIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING Ub.YS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHCNE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN PASIC CORRESPONDENCE, CCNI'ROL SHEET AND COP'i OF RESPONSE 
(OR r:RAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33, THE WHITE HOUSE 

BY DIREcrION OF THE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SORG , 
DIREC'IDR OF AGENCY LIAISCN 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

'-. 
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15 May 1981 

near Mr. Tituaa 

Thank you ror your corr apondence. 
I want to aasure you that your coaaent 
bave been noted and that I appreciate 
your intere t in sharing your v1ewa. 

Slnoer ly. 

EDVII ME!S !II 
Counsellor to the Preatdent 

Mr.- Gerald M. Titus, Sr. 
P.O. Box 231 
lpley, VY 25271 

cc: Ed Meese 

EM:ES:ba 
EM-9 



to : 

room 

--b 

Les~ 
7 

Department 
of the Treasury 

, 

date: 5/05/81 

United States 
Secret Service 

Per our conversation, no response 
necessary. 

Letter returned. 

Ellen: 
USSS called to say since Mr. Titus 
did not ask any specific question 
and basically just expressed his 
views of the incomptence of the USSS, 
they didn't believe they needed to 
answer this. You might want to send 
a Thanks for your viewsy etc. 

Leslie 

Assistant to the Director 
Office of Public Affairs 

John W . Warner Jr. 

room 805 
535 -5708 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

APRIL 10, 1981 
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DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO O::>PY 

DESCRIPTION OF IN<Xl-1IN3: 

ID: 010013 

MEDIA: IEITER, ffiTED Ml\RCH 31, 1981 

'ID: ErnIN MEESE 

FIDM: MR. GERAID M. TITUS SR . 
THE BURKE - PARSONS - BOWLBY 
O::>RPORATION 
rosr CFFICE IDX 231 
RIPLEY WJ 25271 

SUBJECT: HE FEEI.S 'IHE SOCRET SERVICE IS INCCMPETENT 

PRCMPI' lCI'ION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REWIRED lCI'ION HAS N:JI' BEEN 
TAKEN WI'IHIN 9 WORKIN::J ffiYS OF REX:EIPT, PLEASE 'TELEPHONE 'IHE 
UNDERSIGNED PIT 456-7486. 

[
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AGENCY LIAISON, R:::0-1 33, 'IHE WHITE HXJSE 

-

BY DIRECTION OF 'IHE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE roRG 
DIROC'IDR OF ,r:.,c;mCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CDRRESFONDENCE 

81-5580 • '' 



. .., 

. 
. 8, The BURKE-PARSONS-BOWLBY Corporation 

a P. 0 . BOX 23 1 • RIPLEY, WEST VIRGINIA 25271 • PHONE (304) 372-2211 

PRESSURE TREATED 
(_J)WOOD PRODUCTS 

(t'\-9 
March 31, 1981 

Mr. Edward Meese 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

018013 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

I am not going to go to great lengths to quality 
myself except to say that I am a successful business 
executive and I want your attention with this letter. 

The prevailing attitude in this country is that 
the President cannot be protected. "If someone wants 
to shoot the President, they can." This is hogwash! 
The Secret Service is simply not doing their job. 

The Secret Service needs a complete overhaul. They 
need an entire restaffing with competent, solid people 
who can get the job done. 

It is beyond my understanding how the media can 
classify these people heroes when six shots were fired 
at the President at close range from a small group of 
people in downtown Washington. One shot would have been 
a disgrace. 

The Secret Service should hang up their trench coats 
and roll up their sleeves. If necessary, every second 
person the President shakes hands with should be an agent. 

The entire incident, including the ensuing panic, 
shouting, and waving of machine guns, adds to our inter
national image as bumblers. 

Please make your number one priority the Secret 
Service. These people are incompetent! 

;i:;~~~ 
Gerald M. Titus, Sr. 

GMT/mes 

r: ~,} 

&ll I \ > 

(~) 
. "'' 

•GOSHEN, VA • STANTON, KY • DUBOIS, PA • WILMINGTON, NC .,..., r~---~ PLANT LOCATIONS: SPENCER, WV 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Mr. Edward Meese 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

March 31, 1981 

018013 

I am not going to go to great lengths to quality 
myself except to say that I am a successful business 
executive and I want your attention with this letter. 

The prevailing attitude in this country is that 
the President cannot be protected. "If someone wants 
to shoot the President, they can." This is hogwash! 
The Secret Service is simply not doing their job. 

The Secret Service needs a complete overhaul. They 
need an entire restaffing with competent, solid people 
who can get the job done. 

It is beyond my understanding how the media can 
classify these people heroes when six shots were fired 
at the President at close range from a small group of 
people in downtown Washington. One shot would have been 
a disgrace. 

The Secret Service should hang up their trench coats 
and roll up their sleeves. If necessary, every second 
person the President shakes hands wi th should be an agent. 

The entire incident, including the ensuing panic, 
shouting, and waving of machine guns, adds to our inter
national image as bumblers. 

Please make your number one priority the Secret 
Service. These people are incompetent! 

Very truly you~~"] 

;:::J;/$/~ L' 
Gerald M. Titus, Sr. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON , O .C. 20220 

MAY 2 8 1981 

Dear Mr. Titus: 

Mr. Meese has asked the Treasury Department to respond to 
your letter of March 31, concerning the conduct of the Secret 
Service with respect to the March 30 attempt on the President's 
life. 

Secretary Regan has ordered an investigation of the 
performance of the Treasury Department in connection with the 
March 30 attack on the President. The report will be prepared by 
Treasury's General Counsel and will encompass all aspects of the 
Department's involvement in the events surrounding the 
assassination attempt. The report will include a thorough 
evaluation of the ability to determine the existence and 
seriousness of threats against the President and will assess the 
adequacy of the procedures, facilities, and personnel relating to 
the protection of the President. The findings and 
recommendations of the General Counsel's report will be made 
available to the public upon completion. 

Mr. Gerald M. Titus Sr. 
The Burke, Parsons, Bowlby 

Corporation 
Post Off ice Box 231 
Ripley WV 25271 

Sincerely, 

. lSigned) 
J ~ 

Steven L. Skancke 
Acting Executive Secretary 



~ . 
·- · ' ,· __ ., 

. ·- . 1""• • 1- , 

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

'ID: IEP~ OF 'lHE TREASURY 
ATIN: SFl:RET SERVICE 

ACTIOO REOJESTED: 

APRIL 10, 1981 

DIRECT REPLY I FURNISH INFO ())PY 

DESCRIPTIOO OF INCX:X-UNG: 

ID: 010013 

MEDIA: IEITER, ffiTED W\RCH 31, 1981 

'ID: EDWIN MEESE 

FroM: MR. GERAID M. TITUS SR . 
'ffiE BURKE - PARSONS - BOWIBY 
<X>RroRATIOO 
rosr CFFICE oox 231 
RIPLEY WV 25271 

SUBJECT: HE FEELS 'IHE SOCRET SERVICE IS lNca.1PETENI' 

PRCMPI' JICTION IS ESSENTIAL - IF REOJIRED JICTION HAS NJ!' BEEN 
TAKEN WI'IHIN 9 WORKING mYS OF REX::EIPT, PLEASE 'TELEPHONE 'lliE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN .BZ\SIC <X>RRESPONDENCE, a:NI'ROL EHEET AND <X>PY OF RES:roNSE 
(OR DRAFI') 'ID: 
AGENCY LIAISOO I ~ 33 I 'lliE WHITE HXJSE 

BY DIRECTION OE 'lliE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SJRG 
DI~'IDR OF 

81.-5580 . {(_ . .-. 



.. , 

The BURKE-PARSONS-BOWLBY Corporation 
P. 0 . BOX 231 • RIPLEY, WEST VIRGINIA 25271 • PHONE (304) 372-2211 

PRESSURE TREATED 
WOOD PRODUCTS 

Mr. Edward Meese 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

March 31, 1981 

018013 

I am not going to go to great lengths to quality 
myself except to say that I am a successful business 
executive and I want your attention with this letter. 

The prevailing attitude in this country is that 
the President cannot be protected. "If someone wants 
to shoot the President, they can." This is hogwash! 
The Secret Service is simply not doing their job. 

The Secret Service needs a complete overhaul. They 
need an entire restaffing with competent, solid people 
who can get the job done. 

It is beyond my understanding how the media can 
classify these people heroes when six shots were fired 
at the President at close range from a small group of 
people in downtown Washington. One shot would have been 
a disgrace. 

The Secret Service should hang up their trench coats 
and roll up their sleeves. If necessary, every second 
person the President shakes hands with should be an agent. 

The entire incident, including the ensuing panic, 
shouting, and waving of machine guns, adds to our inter
national image as bumblers. 

Please make your number one priority the Secret 
Service. These people are incompetent! 

~:;~~~ 
Gerald M. Titus, Sr. 

GMT/mes 

PLANT LOCATIONS: SPENCER, WV •GOSHEN, VA • STANTON, KY • DUBOIS, PA • WILMINGTON, NC 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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LEWIS C. MURPHY 
MAYOR 

CITY OF TUCSON 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

April 2, 1981 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

250 WEST ALAMEDA 

P. O. BOX 27210 
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85726 

PHONE: (602) 791-4201 

018046 

My community shares the nation's shock and outrage at 
the development of circumstances which have resulted 
in injury to you, Mr. Brady and two members of your 
law enforcement staff. 

We, of course, are overwhelmed with joy that your in
juries were not more severe but we suffer unmitigated 
frustration. Our philosophical approach is that you will 
be an even stronger, more effective president as a result 
of these happenings and that therefore somehow our nation 
will, in fact, have benefited. 

It occurs to me that there must be better ways than 
those which we are presently pursuing to avoid circum
stances which allow this kind of activity in our countEY · 
In concert with Dr. Harold Russell, our police psychol
ogist, our community is prepared to make some recommenda
tions which we feel may have significant potential value. 
It is conceivable that we are so unhappy and so frustrated 
that we are grasping at straws. However, we feel that 

I 
some positive steps can and must be taken at this time to 
p~operly identify and off er therapy under the concept of 

\,diagnosis and treatment of "dangerousness." 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
April 2, 1981 
Page Two 

/

If the foregoing makes any sense at all, I would appreci
ate hearing from the appropriate person on your staff 
in order that this concept might be thoroughly and pro
fessionally examined. 

God bless you. You are in our prayers, as always. 

-. 

LCM/bf 
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Apri l 30, 1981 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRES I DENT 6 , 
Friedersdorf ~' FROM: Max L. 

I-. 
SUBJECT: Attached not e from Senator Strom Thurmond 

Senator Thurmond asked that I bring the attached note 
from him and clipping f rom The State newspaper in 
South Carolina to )}our attentio~ 

LJ~tl~J --..--·---



STROM THURMOND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON, D. C . 

• ~ ~. <J=>J&G,,,, -'·d .· 
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~: WILL,IAM WH~EHURST 
20 DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

COMMIT"fEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

READINESS 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

MIL.ITARY INSTAL.L.ATIONS AND 
FACIL.ITIES 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

PROGRAM AND BUDGET AUTHORIZATION 

U .S. DELEGATE TO 
NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY 

C!Congrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
J1ouse of l\epresentatibes 
mla~fngton, 18.~. 20515 

April 13, 1981 

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President for 

Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Max: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE; 

2469 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-4215 

JOHN P. MAGIL.L. 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

CONSTITUENT SERVICE OFFICES: 

815 FEDERAL BUILDING 

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23510 

(804) 441-3340 

VERENA C. WASSERMAN 
OFFICE MANAGER 

ROOM 601, PEMBROKE ONE 
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 23462 

(804) 490-2393 

81..ANCHE M. BOYLES 

OFFICE MANAGER 

I am enclosing a copy of a mailgram which I 
have received from Mr. Robert Martin, 412 Lineberry 
Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452. I would appre
ciate it very much if you would advise me if the 
White House is planning any special honors to be 
bestowed upon the Secret Service agents who protected 
the President in the recent assassination attempt. 

GWW:RL 
Enclosure 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

---:Edi 
G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST 
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April. 17, 1981 

ar Mis Tolle: 

I wa elighted to r ceiV1 the qet- 11 
ssa e and resolution hich you sen o 

e on half of the City Council of th 
City of uderd le Lakes. o ing of 
your friends ip cour 9es and h lp me 
daily. 

ith b t wi h s to you and the rs 
of the Council, 

x 
iss udr y Toll 

City Clerk 

Sincer ly, 

City of Lauderdale Lakes 
Lauderdal Lakes, Florida 33319 

RR/AVH/SRH/SW/EJH/smf- -

81041'1 

(;') 

. 
u2I326 
...Z~oa 

~cJcJ.3-c:J/ 
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Dea r 

I was deligh t ed to re c eive the get-well messa ge and reso lution 

which you sent to me on behalf of the 
!LauderdaLe) 

Commo1111eal1Sla o f <fy d C4,/,,/J6&~ 

en courages and helps me daily. 

(',Y._z ~.,.,.:/ 
M, f h S"' I 3 ca a L e; II e ts !fe o t e ca Le / 

Knowing of your f r iendship 

With best wishes to you and the members of the 
t;•"r:0 

"eau L 8; 1
H

0 ll 5 e .._ 

s tncere l y, 

RR 

--

.. 
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RESOLUTICN #826 

A RESOLUI'ION EXPRESSING THE GRIEF OF" THE CITY 
CONCERNING THE TRAGEDY WHICH HAS BEFALLEN 
PRESIDENT IDNAID REAGAN, JAMES scarr BRADY, 
TIMYI'HY J. 1'tCARI'HY AND THOMAS DEUlliANTY; 
PROVIDING FOR TRUE COPIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECT
IVE DA'IE. · 

WHEREAS, the City Council shares the country's shock and 

grief at the recent assassination atterrpt on the life of President Ronald 

Reagan, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council i s desirous of expressing the 

a:mcerns of the citizenry of the City of Lauderdale Lakes relative to such 

events, 

NOO, IBEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE· CITY OF LAUDERDALE IAKES, FS FOI..LaVS: 

Section 1: On behalf of the citizenry of the City of 

I.auderdale Lakes, the City Council hereby expresses its deep-felt shock 

and grief over the atterrpt to assassinate President Ronald Reagan and joins 

with the citizens of this great oountry in calling for a continuing and 

rrore intense vigilance regarding the protection of the oountry's values and 

ir>..stitutions. r-breover: t.l-ie City Council joins ·with tbe citizens of the 

City in wishing the President and those brave rren who were Y.Dunded by his 

side, Janes Soott Brady, Tirrothy J. M::Carthy and Thonas D2lahanty, speedy 

and successful reooveries. 

Section 2: True Copies. The City Clerk is hereby 

authorized and directed to provide true oopies hereof to President Ronald 

Reagan, Mr. and Mrs. Janes Soott Brady, Mr. and Mrs. Tinothy J. McCarthy 

and Mr. and Mrs. Th:::ircas Delahanty. 

Section 3: Effective Date. This Resolution shall 

take effect imnediately upon its final passage. · 

AOOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ·THE CITY OF LAUDERDALE LAKES 
----------

AT ITS REGUIAR MEETING HELD MARCH 31, 1981. 

, \ I . 

City Clerk\ 
( 

·' I f S 1 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTO N 

May 4, 1981 

Dear Mr. Haun: 

It was good of you to let me know of your 
support for President Reagan and his policies. 

This administration is dedicated to stream-
1 ining the Federal government and restoring 
our nation's economic vitality. We count on 
the support of you and many other concerned 
citizens to help us in accomplishing these goals. 

With best wishes. 

Mr. C. R. Haun 
P.O. Box 273 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

----

Ainsworth, Nebraska 69210 

0720~ 

J'L (JO~ -o I .. 

...... 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 4, 1981 

Dear Mr. Haun: 

It was good of you to let me know of your 
support for President Reagan and h1s policies . 

This administration is dedicated to stream-
1 ining the Federal government and restoring 
our nation's economic vitality. We count on 
the support of you and many other concerned 
citizens to help us in accomplishing these goals. 

With best wishes. 

Mr. C. R. Haun 
P.O. Box 273 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

_:..-~-- : 

Ainsworth, Nebraska 69210 

. • 

' . 
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Mike Deaver 
At the White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Veazt Mike: 

Apr. 18, 1981 

-
D22C80 

gMike I dont know just how to get this across, I have wanted 

to write to m.r President Reagan him self to let him know th~ 

lam praying for him every day, and thanking our •1God" that he 

wasent hurt any worse, I also hope & pray that the Judges will 

konow enough to give him t he Chair, reather then A slap on the 

wrist, Then out on parole, like 4 others who will soon be up for 

parole, '!'hat did the same as Hinckley did, lf the death Penalty 

was still in force and carried out, there would need no more 

Gun control, We need President Reagan to get This great Nation 

back to where our ,11·ounding Fathers Ment it to be, A reg. 

ubJ:ican, t vpted for Car..ter hopeing that he was Man enough 

to get the job done , and as you know he only made the mess worse 

I do feel,along with many others that in Reagan we can & will 

have A clean & Honest Gov. once again, Mr Reagan did such a good 

job while Gov . of Calif. And that is why He will need all the help 

he can get , !just hope & Pray that if Congress dosent go along 

with his plan that he will take it to the People, with that lam 

hopping that you will read the little reprint lam sending , and 

Please give one to Mr President himself, I along with many others 

think him 100% okey , Please let me know i f you did read this 

your self thank you , 

Sincer~y /'. 
(!, /?. 7Y~ 
C. R. Haun 

P. O. Box 273 
~t Ainsworth, Nebr . 69210 



The Way Washington 
Really Works 

The sad fact is that it doesn't. And it 
won't until we have a government that can 

control our unresponsive bureaucracy 
Condensed from 

"How WASHINGTON REALLY WORKS" 

CHARLES PETERS 

T 
HERE 1s a permanent govern
ment in Washington whose 
power does not depend on 

election results. It includes the courts 
and military, as well as two unofficial 
but powerful branches, the press and 
special-interest lobbyists. But the 
largest part of the permanent gov
ernment is the bureaucracy. With 
over 2.8 million federal civilian em
ployees, it's no wonder that the 
bureaucracy's power is increasingly 
dominant in our lives. 

Some bureaucrats do essential 
work: air-traffic controllers, Forest 
Service firefighters, nurses at Veter
ans Administration hospitals. But 
there are many others whose contri
bution to the public interest is less 
clear: employees with such titles as 

CHARLES PETERS, a former Democratic legislator 
in West Virginia and Director of Evaluation for 
the Peace Corps 1961-68, is editor of The Washing
ton Monthly. 

Schemes Routing Specialist, Em
ployee Suggestion and Incentive 
Awards Administrator or Confiden
tial Assistant to the Confidential As
sistant-all real titles. 

I first encountered the federal 
bureaucracy when I moved to Wash
ington in 1961. There I was exposed 
to a Civil Service system character
ized by too much defensiveness, too 
little courage. 

Of course, in many clerical jobs 
openness or courage is irrelevant. 
But as people climb the administra
tive ladder, they seek to avoid any
thing that could disturb their steady 
career progress. The result: Over the 
years, the bureaucracy has become 
lethargic and self-protective. 

Consider the joke of performance 
evaluations within the bureaucracy. 
Early in the Carter Administration, 
Barbara Blum, deputy administrator 
of the Environmental Protection 

" HOW WASHINGTON REALLY WORKS, " COPYRIGHT© 1980 BY CHARLES PETERS, lS PUBLISHED 

AT $10 .95 HARDCOVER, $5.95 PAPER BACK, BY ADDISON.WESLEY PUBLISHING CO . , 

READING , MASS . 01867. 



READER'S DIGEST . ' 
Agency, tried to institute perform
ance evaluations in that agency. Back 
came the supervisors' reports: 97 
percent satisfactory. Actually, Blum's 
supervisors were a bit more candid 
than most. Throughout the 1970s, 99 
percent of all eligible federal employ
ees got annual merit salary increases. 

Because performance is not meas
ured in realistic terms, the civil ser
vant knows the only way he can lose 
his job is through a budget cut that 
affects his program. So as any new 
agency ages, more and more of its 
manpower and energy are devoted 
to obtaining funds. 

In its annual struggle to protect 
or enlarge its budget, a government 
agency has a decisive advantage over 
its natural enemy, the Office of Man
agement and Budget (OMB), which 
appraises budget requests. The OMB 
might assign half-a-dozen employees 

. to size up a Cabinet-level depart
ment's budget, but the department 
will have up to 500 budget people 
whose job is to keep the OMB from 
finding out the truth. 

One ploy often works even when 
the OMB spots it. Faced with a 
budget cut, the bureaucrat cuts 
funds where it will hurt a Congress
man's constituents the most, not the 
least. In 1975, threatened with such 
a budget cut, Amtrak considered 
eliminating routes from Norfolk, 
Va., to Chicago-which just hap
pened to run through the liome 
states of Birch Bayh, then chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations .Trans
portation Subcommittee; Vance 
Hartke, chairman of the Senate 

Commerce Committee's Subcom
mittee on Surface Transportation; 
Harley Staggers, chairman of the 
House Commerce Committee; and 
Robert Byrd, Senate Majority Whip. 
Senatot Byrd promptly said he 
would "introduce an amendment 
providing sufficient funds or try to 
get language adopted that would 
guarantee funding for the route." 

Simply put, the bureaucrat just 
doesn't want any reduction in pro
grams or personnel. Indeed, he 
hopes to expand-rank is determined 
in part by the number of employees 
one supervises. Four popular expan
sion techniques help explain bu
reaucracy's uncontrollable growth: 

1. Inflated payrolls. Besides their 
automatic "merit" increases, federal 
employees receive annual raises to 
maintain "comparability" with pri
vate industry. But the comparison 
places much too heavy emphasis on 
higher-paying jobs in big corpora
tions, rather than on positions in 
small business. The result: Except 
for the very top jobs, federal civil 
servants generally make more than 
their counterparts in business. 

2 Inflated slots. Suppose the 
country were being overrun by Alba
nian moths. The Department of Ag
riculture would ask the OMB and 
Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM), formerly called the Civil 
Service Commission, for authority to 
establish positions for, say, 200 Alba
nian-moth-control officers. Then 
suppose the moths were brought 
under control. Would the slots be 
abolished? Certainly not. 

' ' , THE W~Y WASHINGTON REALLY WORKS 

3. Inflated grades. In 1977, the one person every 70 years; and Presi
Civil Service Commission-not one dent Carter's efforts at reform suc
of the bureaucracy's most severe crit- ceeded in improving that figure by 
ics-found 154,000 workers whose only 15 percent. 
salaries and ranks were higher than Probably the greatest obstacle to 
their required level of work. The Civil Service reform is that most 
commission estimated these workers people believe "merit" hiring to be 
were being overpaid a total of about better than political patronage. In 
$780 million each year. fact, getting a government job has 

4. Inflated Job descriptions. Even only the most modest relation to 
the smallest bureaucratic unit has at merit. 
least one person skilled in writing Veterans get five free points add
the job descriptions that determine ed to their Civil Service exam scores; 
rank and salary. They try to turn disabled veterans get an extra ten. 
typists into "word processors," and For non-veterans the trick is to get 
elevator operators into "vertical ve- their names requested from the 
hide controllers"-ten-dollar words OPM by the agency filling the job
that produce thousand-dollar raises. and the way to do that is to know 
An embellished job description can someone inside the agency. People 
also give an employee the chance of already in the system are the first to 
becoming a supervisor with a staff of know about a job opening and can 
his own-which means hiring new tailor the job description to fit the 
people. Between 1965 and 1977, the person they- want to hire. 
number of GS-13s, the government's So the Civil Service merit system is 
first supervisory grade, grew from actually a patronage system based on 
65,000 to 108,000. friendship instead of politics. lnsid-

Reducing all this inflation will not ers call it the buddy system: 
be easy. Civil servants have managed What, then, is the solution? It is 
to get regulations and court rulings widely assumed that a political-pa
that make them next to impossible to tronage system would result . in a 
fire. As one observed, "We're like government run by unqualified peo
headless nails. Once we get in, you pie. But might not government jobs 
can't get us out." best be filled by politicians interested 

The result is a bureaucracy that is in putting together an Administra
not only overstaffed, but overstaffed tionthatwilldoagoodenoughjobto 
with unproductive employees who get them re-elected? 
know that the Civil Service's rate of There are reasons for not doing 
discharge for inefficiency has been away completely with the Civil Serv
only one-seventh of one percent. ice tenure system. Continuity is im
Translated into a small business with portant. So perhaps only 50 percent 
ten employees, that's a rate of firing of federal jobs, as they open up 
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through normal attrition, should be 
filled with political appointees who 
can be fired. Firing permits the hir
ing of people we want and the 
jettisoning of those we don't want. 

The key here is accountability. If 
you don't deliver the goods, you can 
be thrown out. When the Post Office 
was political, it worked. Congress
men knew that if the postmasters 
they a_ppoi_!!_ted didn't delive~ the 
mail , the Congressmen would be 
blamed by the voters. Now they say 
it's out of their hands. And it is. 

Congress has surrendered vast 
powers to independent federal agen
cies over which it and the President 
have little or no authority. Bureau
crats in such agencies feel beyond 
public control. 

Recently, for example, the Library 
of Congress studied federal agencies' 
compliance with the Sunshine Act of 
. 1976, which was .supposed to open 
up government to the public. The 
study found that of 1003 government 
meetings listed in the Federal Regis
ter, 627 were either completely or 
partiall~ closed to the__public. One 
meeting held by the Federal Reserve 
Board to consider the design of its 
furniture was closed on the ground 
that "matters of a sensitive finan
cial nature were being considered." 

Bureaucrats aren't accountable to 
the people because they can't be 
fired by the elected representatives 
of the people. If elections are going 
to mean anything-and they often 
mean nothing now because they do 

not change the permanent govern
ment-the Administration must be 
given the authority to hire and fire 
not just Cabinet members and agen
cy heads, but enough other officials, 
high and low, so the President can 
move the machinery of government. 

Power over federal appointments 
made within a Congressional district 
should be shared with the Congress
man, or with local party officials 
when the Congressman is not in the 
President's party. That way the vot
e·rs will know the Congressman 
shares responsibility for the perform
ance of federal officials in his district. 

With an accountable bureaucracy, 
Congressmen and the President
because they would share the ap
pointing authority for federal offi
cials working at the grassroots level
should finally be able to overcome 
the communication gap that can pre
vent those at the top from knowing 
what's going on down below, and 
therefore from knowing what ac-. 
tions to take to meet the people 's 
needs and wishes. 
~Washington__doesn't really wru:k 
The present system is designed to 
protect those within it, not to serve 
those outside. Until we have a gov
ernment that can control the bu
reaucracy, we are not going to have 
effective government. 

Repri nt~ of this ar~icle are av~i l a ble . Prices: 
10-$3.00, 25-$6.00 , 50-$9.00, 100-$1 5.00 , 
500-$35 .00 ; 1000-$48 .00 . Postag< and han
d ling .chargos includod in ordors of 1000 or loss. 
Add ross: Roprint Ed itor , Roador's D ig.st , 
Ploasantvilk , N .Y. 10570. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

May 4, 1981 

Dear Mr. Melia: 

It was good of you to share your special 
thoughts with me. 

We're all very grateful to have been spared 
what initially looked like certain tragedy. 

The President and Jim Brady and the others 
are doing very well, and business is return
ing to normal. 

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
-- Assistant to the President 

· Deputy Chief of Staff 

Mrs. Roberta Melia 
2026 R. St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

' . 
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March 31, 1981 
Dupont Circle 

Today is not Yesterday. Yesterday the President was shot. 

I found out when I tried to use the phone, and couldn't get a line. 

Thoughts of calling the phone company, waiting for service, having no phone 

and picking up a dead line on and off for the next few days seemed a big 

bother. There was also the phone bill sitting in a pile on the desk, unpaid. 

But, that's happened before ... couldn't be. 

Earlier at lunch, I heard the wind pick up. I lookd out the window 

and saw the force hurl a solid, red metal chair across the length of the 

terrace as it crashed down on its side at the far end. It had happened before, 

many times. Boy, those old things were well made. 

But now I had no phone, the rain was coming hard and I couldn't 

go outside. 

Suddenly the phone is ringing. 

A friend is on the line and we speak: 

11 ! can't get a line. Something's wrong. 11 

11 No. Yes. The circuits may be overloaded. The President's been shot. 

Turn on the TV. 11 

Today, I pick up the phone and the line is clear. So is the day. 

The wind is still and the red metal chair sits firmly beside the potted rose 

bush with its earliest, gently fluttering leaves. 

Now the spring is so sour. 

Roberta Me 1 i a 
2026 R Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 
387-7474 
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Dear Vern: 

o one know etter than you what the 
Pre ident has and i going through becau e 
of th v nt of 30 arch. Th refore, 
your kind words hold s cial e nin for 
both re !dent Reagan and self. 

You hav our be t wi h • 

Sincerely, 

ED ~ MEESE III 
Couns llor to th r si ent 

x 
Mr. Vernon • Jordan, Jr. 
Presid t 

X. tional Ur que, Inc. 
500 Ea t 62nd Str et 

York, 10021 

cc to Meese 
cc with copy of incoming to Richard Williamson 

EM:ES:rs(III-A49) 

"1G 
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Dear Vern: 

Your letter enclosing the text of your 
speech to the Urban League of Champaign 
County, Illinois, was much appreciated. 

No one knows better than you what the 
President has and is going through because 
of the events of 30 March. - Therefore, 
your kind words hold special meaning for 
both Presient Reagan and myself. 

You have our best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

EM 

cc to Meese 
cc with copy of incoming to Richard Williamson 

EM; es 
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National Urban League, Inc. 

Dear Ed: 

The Equal Opportunity Bui lding 
500 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021 

Telephone: (212) 310-9000 

Ap r il 2, 1981 

I thought you would be interested in seeing 
the text of a speech I am making, since it discusses 
Monday's tragedy and my strong feeling that all 
Americans must unite to prevent such incidents from 
happening. 

I know these are difficult days for you, and 
I want you to know that you have my full support as 
you deal with the burdens of your fice. 

Mr. Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Sin erely, 

Vernon E. Jordan,Jr . 
President 

Contnbutions to the National Urban League are tax deductible. ~33 
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l WAS PREPARED TO SPEAK TONIGHT ABOUT THE FEIERAL BUDGET 

AND ITS IMPACT ON BLACK AND POOR WiERICANS, l WAS PREPARED 

TO OlJfLINE IN SOME DETAIL JUST HOW DEVASTATING THAT BUDGET 

WILL BE TO AMERICA'S FORGOTIEN FAMILIES THAT D'/ELL IN POVER1Y. 

Bur EVENTS HAVE OVERTAKEN THAT TALK. THIS IS NO TIME 

to ARGUE WITH A PRESIDENT OVER HIS PROGRAM, FoR THAT PRESIDENT 

LIES WOUNDED IN A WASHINGTON HOSPITAL. 

INSTEAD, THIS IS THE TIME FOR ALL AMERICANS TO AFFIRM 

1HEIH UNilY, AND TO Rl\LLY BEHIND THE SYMBOLS OF OUR NATION -

THE PRESIDENT, THE FLAG, AND THE Cot STITUTION, 

flND THOSE ARE NOT EMPTY SYMBOLS, lHEY ARE MEANINGFUL 

SYMBOLS THAT REFLECT THE REALITY OF OUR PRIDE AND INDEPENDENCE , 

l F THE LEADER OF ANOTHER COUNTRY IS Sf-OT, v~E CAN EXPECT 

TANKS TO BE DRAWN UP IN FRONT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, WE 

CA"l EXPECT TROOPS TO IMPRISON THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION. WE 

CAN EXPECT THE NEW LEADERS TO TEAR UP THE COUNTRY'S WNSTITUTION. 

Bur LAST WEEK, A~ERicA's RULES PREVAILED. THE VICE PRESIDENT 

STEPPED INTO THE BREACH. THE CABINET PULLED TOGETHER, THE 

GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONED. SURE, THERE WAS CONFUSION. Bur IT WAS 

A COt~FUSION REGULATED BY U\W AND WITH THE SURE KNOWLEDGE THAT 

OUR WNSTITVTION IS OPERATIVE AND DEMOCRACY WOULD SURVIVE , 
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So EVEN AS WE ARE SHOCKED AT THE ATTACK ON THE PRESIDENT WE 

MUST REALIZE "f11A T THE SAME FREEOOM THAT SENDS HIM INTO CROWDS AT 

SUCH GREAT RISK, PROVIDES THE LAWS AND ORDERLY STABILITY lriAT 

PERMITS OUR GOVERNMENT TO FUNCTION h'HEN THE WORST HAPPENS. 

Tf-lANK Gon, THE WORST HAS NOT HAPPENED, THE PRES II.ENT' S LI FE 

WAS SPA.~ED, HE IS ON 1tlE WAY TO RECOVERY, ALL OF US ARE UNITED IN 

THANKS GIVING FOR THAT, WE PRAY FOR HIS COMPLETE AND TOTAL RECOVERY 

.. ~ND FOR THE COMPLETE RECOVERY OF HIS PRESS SECRETARY, JIM BRADY_, FOR 

1HE SECRET SERVI CE /\GENT AND FOR lriE POLI CEfV1AN WHO ¥JERE. \~OUNDED IN 

THE ATIACK, 

BUT WHY IS IT Tf--V\T ArvlERICANS SEEM ABLE TO BE UNITED ONLY IN 

TWES OF TRAGEDY OR CRISIS? 

A'\J EXP ER I ENCE LI KE THE TERR IBLE ATrEMPT ON lliE LI FE OF PRES IDE NT 

REAGAN BRINGS ALL PEOPLE TOGETHER IN PRAYERS FOR HIS RECOVERY AND 

OUTRAGE AT 11-IE VICIOUS ATTACK ON HIS LIFE, 

A"ID 11-lAT FEELING CUTS ACROSS lliE POLITlCAL SPECTRUM, EVEN THE 

tvDST OUTSPOKEN OPPONENTS OF HJ. S ECONOMIC PROGRAM, INCLUDING MYSELF,. 

LIKE HIM AS A HUM.L\N BEING; RESPECT THE OFFICE HE HOLDS, AND ABHOR 

VIOLENCE OF P.NY KIND, ESPECIALLY VIOLENCE OF 1tlE SORT WE WITNESSED 

IN \'/ASH I NGTCN I 

l WANT TO BACK HIM WHEN l THINK HE IS RIGHT. AND I \~ANT TO 

OPPOSE HIM WHEN l THINK HE IS WRONG, l WANT THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

EDUCl\TE HIM TO MY WAY OF THINKING, AND IF l FAIL, WANT TO KNOI,~ THAT 

l MUST RESPECT HIS VIEWS WITH lriE SAME TOLERANCE WITH WHICH HE MUST 

RESPECT MINE. 
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AND I N A OCMJCRACY, l DO NOT WANT A ML\N WI 11-1 A GUN TO 

DEPRIVE tvE OF MY PRESIOCNT, FOR, RIGHT OR WRONG, HE IS MY 

PRESIDENT AND THE SYl'1BOL OF MY NATION'S AUTHORITY AND 

LEAI:ERSHIP, 

fv:ERICA CHOSE RONALD REAGAN TO BE ITS PRESIDENT, AND ALL 

WER ICANS WANT HIM TO SERVE HIS TERM IN THE WHITE HOUSE FOR 

THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, 

THE PRES !DENT IS PRESIDENT OF ALL OF THE PEOPLE, A.ND ALL 

OF THE PEOPLE HAVE A STAKE IN HIS ABILITY TO DISCHARGE THE 

FUNCTIONS OF HIS OFFICE. WE ALL HAVE A STAKE IN THE STABILITY 

OF 11-!E C-OVERNMENT, WE ALL REALIZE THAT OUR FREIT,OMS ARE 

ENDANGERED 1,>.JHEN DAl%EROUS WEAF'ONS IN THE HANDS OF PEOPLE \'fffH 

1VH STED MINDS REPLACE THE POLITICAL PROCESS, 

As ONE Wl-D HAS BEEN 1HE VICTIM OF A SIMILAR ATTACK, I 

KNO~~ WHD,T THE PRESIDENT IS GO I NG THROUGH , AND HE HAS MY PAA YERS 

AND HOPES FOR A COMPLETE RECOVERY , 

THE \'/OUL.D-BE-ASSASS IN Wf-0 WOUNDED THE PRES !DENT ALSO 

v~OUNDED Ar'1ER I CA, IT I S IMPOSSIBLE TO LOOK BACK AT TI-IE PAST 

1VIENTY YEARS OF ASSASS INATIONS AND ATIErv1PTED ASSASSI NATIONS 

\HTHOUT SINK I NG INTO AN Al-·ffLJL FEELING OF IDUBT ABOUT OUR SOCIETY, 

-- - _,(. 



-4-

IT HAS BECOM: A CLICHE TO TALK OF A 11SICI< SOCIETY" AND 

PEOPLE ARE TIRED OF THAT KIND OF TALK. Bur AffiR YET ANOTdER 

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT WE HAYE TO FACE THE AWFUL TRUTI-1 OF 

VIOLENCE AND MINDLESS BRUTALITY SO OFfEN DISPLAYED IN AMERICA . 

WE HAYE TO FACE THE FACT THAT PRESIDENTS OF AMERICA ARE 

GUNl1lED OOWN WHILE THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN EUROPE AND OTHER 

INDJSTRIAL IEMJCRACIES ARE NOT, WE HAVE TO FACE THE FACT THAT 

WviERlCA HAS AS M£1.NY GUNS AS PEOPLE, WHILE OTHER CO~'TRIES 00 

NOT. HE HAYE TO FACE THE FACT THAT OUR SOCIETY PRODUCES Mt-\NY 

PEOPLE WHO ARE ROOTLESS, ANGRY AND AU ENA TED, \~HI LE OTHER 

SOCIETIES DJ NOT. 

k-JD IT IS NOT JUST THIS ONE INCIDENT, OR EVEN THE CHAIN 

OF ATIEMPTS ON THE LIVES OF AN<ERiCAN LEADERS THAT GIVE RISE TO 

THIS LINE OF 11-HNKING. IT IS ALSO THE KILLINGS OF TrlE BLACK 

CHILDREN IN ,L\TLANTA, AND THE SIMILAR EVENTS THAT HAVE OCCURED 

IN RECENT YEARS. fvli\ss KILLERS HAVE V../ORKED THEIR EVIL IN 

CHICAGO, HOUSTON AND NEW YORK JUST IN THE PAST FEW YEARS. 

Ar..m THERE IS MINDLESS VIOLENCE IN THE STREETS AS WELL. 

IT HAS BECOME A PART OF AMER I CAN LI FE viE CANNOT /IND SHOULD NOT 

ACCEPT, 

ONE WAY TO EXPRESS OUR INDIGNATION IS TO PRESS FOR GUN 

CONTf-OL, Bur EVEN A SIMPLE SUGGESTION THAT HANDGUNS, WHICH ARE 

NOT USED FOR SPORTS, BE REGISTERED, HAS BEEN OCFEATED TIME AND 

AGAIN. 
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I KNOW THIS IS AN Ef'IOTIONAL ISSUE I I KNOW WHAT GUNS M:AN 

TO PEOPLE, l GREW UP IN THE SoUTI-L· WHERE PEOPLE GO HUNT I NG AND 

WHERE HA.NDGUNS ARE cotvfv'ON. Bur so roo 1 s VIOLENCE. 

l CAN UNDERSTAND SOME OF THE FEARS PEOPLE HAVE ABOUT GUN 

CONTROL LEGISLATION I Bur THOSE FEARS ARE OFTEN DERIVED FROM 

f-\l'J EARLIER SOCIETY THAT NO LONGER EXISTS. THE FRONTIER IS GONE. 

WE ARE NOW A MC\SS SOCIETY, FULL OF THE TENSIONS AND FRICTIONS 

A MASS SOCIETY PRODUCES, l N SUCH AN ENVIRONJVJENT, GUNS ARE 

GOING TO BE USED FOR PURPOSES Mi\NY LAW-ABIDING GUNOWNERS DARE 

NOT IMAGI NE, 

WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE WE LIVE IN A SOCIETY WHEHE AN OSWALD 

CAN !''AIL OFF A COUPON AND GET A DEADLY WEAPON; A SOCIETY IN 

WHICH A HINCKLEY CAN WALK OFF THE STREET INTO A PAWNSHOP AND BUY 

A IEADLY HANDGUN, A SOCIETY IN WHICH f.>.NY PETIY HOOU..UM OR DERANGED 

PEl<SON CAN EASILY GET HIS HAt\JDS ON A WEAPON THAT CAN KILL. 

YES, lT IS AN INFRINGEMENT ON OUR LIBERTIES TO HAVE ACCESS 

TO SlJCH ~··/EAPONS RESTRICTED. Bur THAT IS A LIBERTY l WOULD 

G! .. .ADL Y GI YE UP TO SAVE LIVES , l T IS NOT A LI BERTY ON THE SCALE 

OF 011 ERS WE TREASURE - THE FREEOOMS THAT PROTECT INNATE RIGHTS, 

RATHER, IT IS AN EXPENDABLE LI BERTY, ON THE ORIER OF OTHER 

RESTRICTIONS lHAT PREVENT US FROM Sf-OUTING "FIRE" IN A CRCJltJDED 

11-iEATER OR SLANDERING SQ'v1EONE I 
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PERHAPS IT IS TIME TO DECLARE FOR FULL AND COMPLETE 

OOMESTIC DISARMA.MENT I I KNOW THE OLJ) LINE, 
11

GUNS OON
1T KILL 

PEOPLE, PEOPLE ro," B1.rr PEOPLE w ITH GUNS KI LL PEOPLE, TAKE 

~</AY 1liE GUNS AND YOU DRASTICALLY REDUCE THE CHANCE FOR SUCH 

LETHAL POSSIBILITIES, 

BEYOND SUCH STEPS, WHAT CAN WE DO TO Ml\l<E OUR SOCIETY 

LESS PRODUCTIVE OF MISFITS AND VIOLENCE-PRONE PEOeLE? A 

LONG HiSTORY OF FRONTIER VIOLENCE, RACISM, AND MINDLESS 

SELFISHNESS Mt\Y BE AT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM1 

How ro WE COUNTER 1HAT AWFUL HEHITAGE TO ENCOURAGE TOLERANCE 

Ai'ID RESPECT FOR HUv\t\N LI FE? THERE ARE NO EASY ANSWERS , No 

ONE KNO\'IS HOi·J TO CREATE A CARI NG SOCIETY THAT VALUES THE 

LIVES OF ITS t£~IBERS, 

Bur IT IS A COPOi.Jf TO BLJ\f1E I HE VIOLENCE ON ISOLATED, 

• A ... I rnA TED I ND IV IDUALS, WE MUST ASK WHY THERE ARE SO MANY SUCH 

PEOPL£F \tJHY TrlEIR SICKNESS Tt'\KES THE FORM OF VIOLENCE AG/I.INST 

OTHERS, AND WHAT THERE IS IN OUR SOC I ETY 11-IA T ENCOURAGES TH IS , 

Jvly OWN FEELING IS 11-IAT A SOCIETY THAT DIRECTS ITS ENERGIES 

TO SC'CtAL JUSTICE, THAT DEVOTES ITSELF TO CARING CONCERN FOR 

THE LEAST OF ITS CITIZENS, AND THAT IEf'IDNSTRATES RESPECT FOR 

LIFE BY TRYING TO fY1Al<E ALL LIVES MEANINGFUL, WOUW BE A SOCIETY 

WAT HAS A BEffiR CHANCE TO ESCAPE 11-lE DESTRUCTIVE PATTERN IN 

WHICH vJE SEEM TRAPPED TODAY. 
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I THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT PHILOSOPHY, 

WHICH SUPPORTS THE URBAN LEAGUE'S ACTIVITIES. Too OFTEN WE 

ARE BOGGED DOWN IN 11-1 IS PROGRAM OR TrlA T PROJECT TO KEEP THE 

BIG PICTURE IN MIND, 

WHEN WE TRY TO PROVIDE A HOUSING PLAC!:J1ENT FOR A FAMILY 

OR A JOB TRAINING PROGRAM TO YOUNG WORKERS WE 00 JV.DRE lHL\N 

PROVIDE A SERVICE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS, RATHER, WE HELP 

TO BUILD A CARING SOCIETY 1HAT OPENS OOORS OF OPPORTUNITY, 

WE DEMONSTRATE RESPECT FOR OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS, WE HELP 

TO BUILD A COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY. 

flND WHEN WE AfJVOCATE MEASURES BY FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS WE ARE NOT J'illDING OUR VOICES TO THOSE OF A SPECIAL 

Ii'-.ffEREST GROUP, WE SPEAK IN SOCIETY 1 S BEST INTERESTS IN 

PJJVOCACY OF PHILOSOPHIES AND PROGRAl'1S THAT WOULD BRING EVERYONE 

INTO THE COl'1'1UNITY OF AMERICA'S JvlAINSTREAM. 

hm WHEN WE URGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO TAKE STEPS LIKE 

TRAINING PROGRl\MS, AFFIRf'1A.TIVE ACTION PROGR;;tv\S, OR SUPPORT FOR 

COl'1u\JUNITY ACTIVITIES, WE 00 IT NOT /\S ANNOY.ANCES TO BUSINESSES 

11iAT OUGHT TO BE CONCENTRATING ON OTHER THI NGS, BLIT AS FELLOW

CITIZENS THAT SHARE THE PRIVATE SECTOR'S NEED FOR A STABLE, 

JUST SOCIETY, 
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~·JE OF THE LiRBAN LEAGUE ARE TRYING TO MA.KE AN IMPERFECT 

SOCIETY \'iORK BETIER FOR ALL ITS PEOPLE, AND WE ARE ESPECIAL.LY 

COf111'-1iTIED TO A PRIVATE SECTOR ROLE IN 11-IAT EFFORT, 

VIE INSIST ON STRONG GOVERNMENT ACTION TO PROVIDE JOBS AND 

SOCIAL SERVICES, BUT WE INSIST NO LESS STRONGLY ON PRIVATE 

SECTOR EFFORTS TO Mt\KE OUR SYSTEM WORK FOR EVERYBODY, 

I THINI<. THE URBAN LEAGUE, THE-REAGAN AavlINISTRATION, AND 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR ALL AGREE ON THE KIND OF SOCIETY WE WOULD 

LIKE TO SEE --- A SOCIETY THAT IS STRONG, FREE, AND OFFERS EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL ftMERICANS , 

HE f'AA Y DISAGREE ON THE MEANS , SOME PEOPLE WW CHARGE THAT 

llE PffiGRPJ'>'\S J \'/ANT ONLY LEAD TO TOO MUCH GOVERNMENT AND TO A 

SOCIETY HEM"'ED IN BY TOO Mft.NY REGULATIONS, I MAY THINK lHAT 111E 

PPOGRtJ'-'S 01HERS ADVOCATE WlLL RESULT IN TOO MUCH MISERY FOR POOR 

PEOPLE AND A SOCIETY \~EAKENED BY CONTI NUED INEQUALI TIES AND 

I ~,j.JLJSTI CES I 

Btrr Tri I S IS A TI ME TO CONCENTRATE ON ENDS -- ON AGREE I NG 

THAT WE ALL WANT TO SEE AN PMERICA IN WHI CH MINDS CAN BLOSSOM 

AND NOT BEC0'1E DERANGED AND VIOLENT; AN AMERICA IN \~H ICH A 

PERSON'S SKIN IS JUST THE COVER OF HIS BODY AND NOT THE CAUSE 

OF UNEQUAL TREATf'ENT AND UNEQUAL OPPORTUNITY, 
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THESE ARE DIFFICULT Dl\YS FOR OUR NATION, AND fv'ORE 

DIFFICULT DAYS ARE AHEAD UNLESS WE CAN HELP UNITE ALl_ AMERICANS 

BEHIND ·rHE BANNER OF A COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY THAT CARES FOR 

ITS PEOPLE AND ITS IDEALS, 

YES, THIS WEEK'S TRAGEDY CALLS FOR A TEMPORARY TRUCE 

IN PUBLICLY FIGHTING THE PRESIDENT ON HIS PROGRAM. Bur 

WHEN IT ENDS ,. WE WILL PRESS OUR CLAIMS WITH ALL THE 

VIGOR AT OUR COMMA.ND, KNOWING TH/ff THIS IS THE WAY A 

DEVDCRACY OPERATES, 

HE WILL WIN ON SOME ISSUES AND LOSE ON OTHERS, BUT BETrER 

TO LOSE rn A DEf'/OCRACY AND HAVE THE RIGHTS AND FREED'JM TO 

PROTEST WHAT WE 00 NOT AGREE WITH, THAN TO WIN UNDER SOME OTHER 

FORM OF OOVERNMENT AND KNOW THAT OUR VICTORIES ARE EMPTY AND 

HOLLOt/ WI THO UT FREEDOM, 

WE oF THE URBAN LEAGUE HAVE A r~ESPONSIBILITY To ouR 

PRESIDENT, OUR CONSTITUENTS, AND OUR NATION, TO FIGHT FOR 

THE RIGHTS AND NEEDS OF BLACK, MINORITY, AND ALl_ POOR PEOPLE, 

HE HAVE THE OBLIGATION TO PRESS FORf/ARD WITH CREATIVE SOLUTIONS 

TO NATIONAL PROBLEMS. WE HAVE THE DUTY TO HELP EDUCATE THE 

PUBLIC TO UNDERSTAND THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF ALL AMERICANS --

: . ' ~ .. ' ~- . . --· 
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Al\J INTERDEPEt 'DENCE THAT IS THE LIFEUNE OF OUR PLURALISTIC 

SOCIETY, AND A MIRROR FOR AN INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, 

WE MUST SPEAK LOUD AND CLEAR TO A FORGE1TING NATION WITH 

lHE MESSAGE THAT THE ASPIRATIONS OF MINORITY PEOPLE IN 

fltv1ERICA'S GHETIOS CANNOT BE DENIED. WE MUST NEVER LET IT 

FORGET mAT BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE, TOO, ARE ArvlERICANS; 

THAT LIKE OTHERS, OliR BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS BUILT THIS NATION, 

Ml\rE IT GREAT, SUSTAIN IT TODAY, AND WILL REBUILD ITS GREATNESS 

Tot1'0RROW, 

l3LJ\CK PEOPLE KNOW WELL THAT ftJ-1ERI CA CAN CHANGE, IT CAN 

C~.ANGE BECAUSE WE HAVE SEEN IT CHANGE; WE HAVE l'1l\IE f.\MERICA 

0-lANGE I 

YES •. WE WANT ~.N f1MERICA 11-IAT IS CHANGED TO THE POINT 

WHERE U TTLE B' - ~< CH I LDREN CAN WALK FREELY IN TI-lE STREETS OF 

THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD IN ATLANTA ltHTHOUT FEAR . AN AMERICA IN 

WHICH OUR PRESIOCNT CAN WAVE TO FRIENDLY CROdDS WITHOuT THINKING 

OF DA.t\JGER, f.N A'v£RICA THAT IS FREE FROM THE CHAINS OF DISCRIMINATION 

AND I NEQL.J.A.LI TY I 

HE SEEK THE /\MERICA OUR GREAT POET LANGSTON HUGHES SANG OF 

WHEN HE WROTE: 
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"0, LET MRI CA BE MRI CA AGAIN --

THE LAND THAT NEYER HAS BEEN YET -

AND YET MUST BE --

l HE LAND WHERE EVERY fv'IAN IS FREE. 

THE LAND THAT'S MI NE --

THE POOR Wi.N' s, INDIAN' s, NEGRO' s, f·E -

WHO Ml\JE liMERICA 

i'IHOSE SWEAT AND BLDOD, WHOSE FAITH AND PAIN, 

WHOSE HAND AT THE FOUNDRY, WHOSE PLOW IN THE RAIN, 

MUST BRING BACK OUR MIGHTY DREA"1 AGAI N. " 

# # # # 


