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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
April 23, 1981

TO: Herb Ellingwood

FROM: ELLEN STRICHARTZ

Please handle for Edwin Meese III
A copy of your response with the

incoming would be appreciated.

Thank you

6 letters attached
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1981 April 07

Mr. Edward Meese
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Meese:

We have all been shocked again by the experience of having the
President and some of his associates injured by a deranged per-
son. That particular hazard has existed throughout history
and, sadly, is not subject to solution by legislating more
stringent laws.

What concerns me most is the apparent response by too many in-
dividuals in government to switch gears and put all their
effort and their rhetoric into proposing new gun control laws.
While I personally do not have any problem with reasonable gun
control laws, the fact is, such laws are not the solution. In
New York City we have had the toughest gun law for many years,
the Sullivan Law, and now we have even a tougher one. That
didn't keep the woman in our first floor apartment from being
held up at gunpoint last week. The fact that it took me 1%
years to obtain a target permit gives you an idea of the
bureaucratic mechanism inherent in these regulations.

I think former President Ford put it very well on TV the

other morning when he recommended the need for a federal law on
enforcement--mandatory jail sentences for individuals who are
caught possessing handguns in the commission of a felony. He
even recommended capital punishment for any felon who actually
fires and injures a person in the commission of a felony. I
agree. We have laws on narcotics, marijuana, and the possession
of handguns--they are simply ineffective. What is needed is en-
forcement and somehow eliminating the possibility for the
Judicial to let these people out in society again.

My wife is one of the Ministers at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church, and not a week goes by that some member is not mugged,
burglarized, or otherwise. There have been over 50,000 robberies
in New York in the last six months, with a small percentage that
the police have even a slight track on.
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