Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This i1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: JLO03
Case file Number(s): 085735

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/



https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/

Reagan(40) Review Tracking Page 1 of 1

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration

Current Status Details
for CTRH RECID: 085735
MAIN SUBCODE: JL002

mrrent Status ]LOpen j
, User Name JLdbarrie J
| status Date | 2017-07-03 ]
[case Number |[F97-098 |
{Notes JL3 p. Transferred to JLOO3 l
| Change Status ] | Close Windowj
Review Status History
No. Status Date  User  CaseNumber Notes |
1 Open  2017-07-03 dbarrie F97-098 3 p. Transferred to JLOO3
2 Open  2009-12-23 jmandel prior

http://10.252.0.26:8082/PERPWEB40/SaveReview.do?method=saveNewReview 7/3/2017













RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY

CLASSIFICATION SECTION

No. of Additional

Correspondents:_______  Maedia: _L Individual Codes: 2 2 2 C_:/ __________
Prime Secondary

.Subject Code: T/\ Q_g_.}_-__ Subject Codes: I_ 9':::’2 gi — e

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY

Code Date Comment Form
c _ _ Time: P-
DSP Time: Media:
SIGNATURE CODES: :
MEDIA CODES:

CPn - Presidential Cotrrespondence
n -0 - Unknown B - Box/package
n-1 - Ronald Wilson Reagan C- Gopy
n -2 - Ronald Reagan D - Official document
n-3 - Ron Q - Message
n-4 - Dutch H - Handcarried
n -5 - Ron Reagan L - Letter
n -6 - Ronald M- Maiigram
n -7 - Ronnie 0 - Memo

P - Photo

CLn - First Lady’s Correspondence R - Report
n-0 - Unknown 8 - Sealed
n-1 - Nancy Reagan T - Telegram
n-2 - Nancy V - Telephone
n -3 - Mrs. Ronald Reagan X - Miscellaneous

Y - Study

CBn - Presidential & First Lady’s Correspondence
1 - Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan
n-2 - Ron - Nancy



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 23, 1982

Dear Mr, Esposito:

This is in response to your letter of June 23, 1982, in which
you stated your view that, in light of the Hinckley decision,
the Administration has an obligation to act quickly to elim-
inate the "insanity plea in the Criminal Code of our country."
You also urged that a mandatory prison sentence be estab-
lished for all individuals convicted of assassination attempts
on the President, Members of Congress, or of the Federal
judiciary.

As you may know, the Congress is currently considering
legislation that would abolish the insanity defense as it is
now conceived and make mental illness, except in those cases
where it negates an element of the offense, simply a factor
to be considered at the time of sentencing. The Administra-
tion strongly supports this legislation; in fact the Attorney
General recently testified before the United States Senate
Committee on the Judiciary that this approach "is the best
way to revise the law from the perspective both of ensuring
the public safety and of improving the efficiency of criminal
trials."

This year both Houses of Congress will consider comprehensive
amendments to reform the criminal code. 1In view of the fact
that mandatory prison sentences for assassination attempts on
the President, Members of Congress or of the Federal judiciary
would require a change in the present criminal code it is sug-
gested that you address your concerns on this issue to the
appropriate members of Congress.

Thank you for your views on these most important matters.

Sincerely,

ey TETTT

Orig. signel Ny -+

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Albert C. Esposito
House of Delegates
420 - 1llth Street
Huntington, West Virginia 25701




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 22, 1982

FOR: FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: SHERRIE M. COOKSEYgMC—"
SUBJECT: Correspondence from

Albert C. Esposito

Attached for your approval and signature is a response to
correspondence to you from Mr. Albert C. Esposito, a
member of the West Virginia House of Delegates.

Mr. Esposito wrote you to express his dismay with the Hinckley
verdict, and to ask that you use your office to "speedily
enact" legislation to revise the criminal code to outlaw the
insanity plea. Mr. Esposito also urges that a mandatory
prison sentence be established for any individual convicted

of an assassination attempt against the President, Congressmen,
and members of the Federal judiciary.

The response directs Mr. Esposito's attention to the fact
that both Houses of Congress are considering legislation to
revise the criminal code, revisions which would abolish the
insanity defense as it is now conceived. Mr. Esposito is
also informed that the establishment of a mandatory prison
sentence for assassination attempts could only be achieved
through a revision of the criminal code, and that he should
bring his concerns and views on these issues to the atten-
tion of the appropriate members of Congress.

Attachment







