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I have asked J?Y friend Peter )(Ro~ino to conv~y /c// /).j / [\(:\{}:fa@(\\U\li(}\/\ 

~;;~;~:i;if ~~::~gg;~~;:~;~:~~f ~;;:i:pi;i;i:e (Jt:~r 1- 11~ ',,;-_;Jt"Jt---s 
de~ 1.~ht 1.n the enc'?ura~in~ news of your _recovery. r"6CtJ6 -1 -'-':'·.':':':':':'·':':'·:·:'::·::·_::"\:::::::\::\i:/::::--'-:::::-::_-':' 
I Jo 1.n t hem, too , 1.n w 1. sh 1.ng you a happy 61 st -'-':':'L-'/::.'.':.'.':.'.:.::i:/:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
b i rthday -- with your safe passage you have given ::;::::::::·i•:::·::·i:::::::::·:~:·::;::.:::::.:::: 
all of us the best b i rthday present imaginable! F:{:{:/\\:/'.:'.:'.:'.:/:'.:\:./'/'\'.:'.:'.:'.'.:}(: 

Happily, few leaders in the world today have the 
dubious distinction of knowing with some precision 
the kind of event you have just experienced. 
Fewer still can appreciate, as can I, the depth 
of courage and commitment on which you must have 
called, not only to sur vive that horrible event 
but to do so with such grace, nobility, and for­
g i veness. 

You r heroism, and the universal outpouring of love 
a nd concern which it evoked, is proof that a 
single irrational act cannot prevail against the 
basic human decency which continues to inspire 
most people in most places. The qualities you 
exemplify remain a precious asset as we confront 
the growing dangers of the moment -- confron t them 
with confidence and fa i th. 

May I also take the opportunity of this letter 
to thank you for the silver plaque which you 
sent to me through Secretaryt Haig. The 
inscription is particularly appropriate to these 
troubled times . 
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My prayers, and those of all Americans, are with 
you as your recovery progresses and as you resume 
the passionate leadership which has given so many 
parts of the world a spirit of optimistic renewal. 

His Holiness 
John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Sincerely, 

~ .... o~ fu.~ ... 



DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
.. ' 'TO HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Your Holiness: 

I have asked my friend Peter Rodino to convey these words 

directly to you, written at a time when the whole Christian 

community and people of all faiths everywhere have reason to 

rejoice. I join them in expressing my relief and my delight in 

the encouraging news of your recovery. I join them, too, in 

wishing you a happy 61st birthday -- with your safe passage you 

have given all of us the best birthday present imaginable! 

Happily, few leaders in the world today have the dubious 

distinction of knowing with some precision the kind of event 

you have just experienced. Fewer still can appreciate, as can 

I, the depth of courage and commitment on which you must have 

called, not only to survive that horrible event but to do so 

with such grace, nobility, and forgiveness. 

Your heroism, and the universal outpouring of love and 

concern which it evoked, is proof that a single irrational act 

cannot prevail against the basic human decency which continues 
'JD V 

to inspire most people in most places. The qualities~~ 

i,-erson exemplif~~ly remain a precious asset as we 

confront the growing dangers of the moment -- confront them with 

confidence and faith. lb My prayers, and those of all Americans, 

are with you as your recovery progresses and as you resume the 

passionate leadership which has given so many parts of the 

world a spirit of optimistic renewal. 

DECLASSiFIED 
White House GuiC:c:h c, August 

By (t. nJ NARA, Date _L<-'-~ ..16,j"'---

Sincerely, 

Ronald Regan 
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DeJJartnient of S'tate 

P/1.GE 0 1. ROME 13047 2817122 

ACTION EUR-1 2 

INFO OCT-01 ADS-00 SS-15 H-01 NSC- 05 / 034 W 
------------------330527 2817152 / 50 

P 2817082 MAY 81 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3790 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RO ME 13047 

FROM VATICAN OFF ICE 

E. 0. 12065 : N/ A 

TAGS : PPDC 
SUBJECT: MAY 21 LETTER FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN TO POPE 

1. (LOU - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. CONGRESS MAN PETER RODI NO MET WITH VATICAN SECRETARY 

OF STATE CARDINAL CASAROL I ON MAY 27 AND HANDED HIM 

PRESIDENT ' S LETTER TO THE HOLY FATHER. CASAROLI READ 

LETTER AND EXPRESSED ON BEHALF OF POPE DEEP APPR(CIATION . 

. CASAR OL I SA I D HE WO UL D G I VE PRE S I DE NT ' S L E T TE R TO J OH N 

PAUL 11 IMMEDIATELY. HORNBLOW 

INCO MING­
TELEGRAM 

1 0 5 1 



ro· ,8102813 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MFMCRANDUM FCR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: POPE JOHN PAUL II 

FROM: PRES REAGAN 

DATE: 21 MAY 81 

PAGE DOl 

DATE: 22 MAY 81 

URGENT 

KEYWORDS: VATICAN HS JOHN PAUL II 

SUBJ: 

DUEDATE: 

REQUIRED ACTION: PLEASE INFORM ENVOY MR. WILSON * 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

COMMENTS: * THE ORIGINAL LTR WPS GIVEN TO CON:;RESSMAN RODINO 'TO 

HAND CARRY TO THE POPE 

----------- FOR NSC USE ONLY 

FOR INFO LILLEY 

STAFF DIRECTOR 

F WH 0 MB C Hw' 
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ME M ORAN D UM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASH INGT O N 

May 20, _ 1981 

THE PRESIDENT '-v-£,.J. 

RICHARD V. ALLEN vv 

Letter to the Pope 

2813 

At Tab A is a letter from you to the Pope _which Peter Rodino 
can hand-deliver when he travels to the Vatican. 

RECOMMENDATION: -

That you sign the letter to the Pope at Tab A. 

Approve As Amended -----



MEMORAND UM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

May 20, 1981 

THE PRESIDENT 'v-LA)r 

RICHARD V. ALLEN vv 

Letter to the Pope 

2813 

At Tab A is a letter from you to the Pope which Peter Rodino 
can hand-deliver when he travels to the Vatican. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to the Pope at Tab A. 

Approve As Amended -----



MEMORANDUN! 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION May 18, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN f ;_ 
FROM: JAMES M. RENTSCHLER 

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter for the Pope 

As you requested on Friday, here is a Presidential letter to 
the Fope which Congressman Rodino can hand-deliver (Tab A). 
State and the speechwriters have cleared. A covering transmittal 
is at Tab I. 

You asked to be reminded Monday to call Rodino: CALL RODINO. 

RECOJvi..MENDAT ION: 

That you sign the ~ o /4he President at Tab I. 
~ / 

Approve / / As Amended ------

cc: Jim Lilley 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memo to the President 
A Presidential Letter to the Pope 
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JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 

KAY 

CY TO VP 

CY TO MEESE 

CY TO BAKER 

CY TO DEAVER 

CY TO BRADY 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMO FOR 

FROM JIM 

SUBJECT: 

, May 18, 1981 

SPEECHWRIT)t oJ2D 
RENTSCHLER I~ 

Birthday Message to Pope 

Attached is a draft Presidential 
birthday greeting to Pope John 
Paul II for the President's 
signature. We need you comments 
and clearance by 12 noon today. 

Thanks much. 

~ ~J ;, ~ S" ~ ~ ~ 



. 
~rom the desk of 
~ TERRY D~ NiCAN 

Secretariat: 

Dennis Blair informs me that 
this package can be closed 
out. 



S/S 8115148 .1 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
NSC ~ 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 13, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Messages on the Pope 

Attached are messages for the President and 
the Vice President to send to Cardinal Casaroli 
expressing hope for the Pope's recovery. 

Attachments: 
Messages for the 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

President and Vice President 



DECLASSIFIED 
Whi ,,, House Guid2\.ni,s, Aug~ 28, ·~~ 

Sy I] NARI\, Da e ~ -z~ "----

Draft Message from the President to Cardinal Casaroli 

I was stunned and horrified by the news of the 

senseless attack on the life of His Holiness the Pope. 

Along with all my fellow Americans I pray for his recovery. 

We stand with you in this time of crisis. 

Ronald Reagan 





Draft Message from the Vice President to Casaroli 

Your Eminence, 

All Americans were profoundly shocked by the 

attack on His Holiness the Pope. This irrational act . . 
ti\~ ._. ~ ;\ l.. i,-'°;)),.:"'~ ..,-l- fc~~), '().,, 1-J,n. \:J ""'" i ~--\~1,.. r, J, '\J-~ 

has affected us al deeply, and we are praying for , -~ A C ).,_I\\(~ .~ ,l ( .......... ~- . I'/ 

his recovery. 

George Bush 



DECLASSIFlED 
White House Guidelines, Augu;;a8, ~ 

By~ NARA, Date 2..1£? 

TO: PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

"With great sorrow I learned of the attempt on your life and of 

the injury on you and your assistants by a senseless and violent 

act. I ask Almighty God to comfort and sustain you at this time 

and to restore you to perfect health. As I assure you of my 

sentiments of solidarity and support, I join in denouncing all 

manifestations of violence and terrorism and every act that 

violates human dignity in any individual. Please accept, 

Mr. President, the expression of my sincere respect and esteem 

and know of my continued prayers for your well~being, for the 

recovery of the other victims and for the welfare of all the 

American people." 

/s/ Ioannes Paulus PP. II. 

The Vatican 



Mary -

This gift was brought down to me 
by the Secretary's special assistant 
who said that the Pope gave it to 
Secretary Haig for the President during 
his recent trip to Rome (May 1 - 5). 

Midge 



~ 

1~7:u/8! tll --

OFFICE OF 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Gift for the President from Pope John Paul II 

Inscription: Translated from Latin: 

The voice of the Turt l edove is heard 
in our land. 

(from the Book of Psalms) 

-
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TO ALIEN 

KEYWOODS: VATICAN 

UNCI.ASSIFIED 

FRCM RENTSCHIBR 

ID 8102813 

RECEIVED 18 MAY 81 16 

OOCDATE 18 MAY 81 

JOHN PAUL II 

SUBJECT: PRES LTR TO POPE 

ACTION: FWD TO PRES FCR SIG DUE: 19 MAY 81 STATUS X FIIBS 

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

ALIBN 

ACTION OFFICER 

~ 
J 

FOR Cc:w-1ENT FOR INFO 

/ 
LILLEY 

LOO NSCIFID (M/ 

ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE COPIES TO 
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KEYWORDS: VATICAN HS 

... 
ID 8102754 -RECEIVED 13 MAY 81 15 

OOCDATE 13 MAY 81 

CASAROLI, CARDINAL 

JOHN PAUL II 

SUBJECT: PRES & VP MSG TO CARDINAL CASAROLI EXPRESSING HOPE FOR POPE RECOVERY 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR ALIEN 

COtvfvtENTS 

FOR ACTION 

RENTSCHLER 

DUE: 14 MAY 81 STATUS S FIIES 
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FARRAR 
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HS CASAROLI, CARDINAL 
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SUBJECT: PRES & VP MSG TO CARDINAL CASAROLI EXPRESSI:t-K; HOPE FOR POPE RECOVERY 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR ALLEN DUE: 14 MAY 81 STATUS C FILES 

COMMENTS 

FOR ACTION 

RENTSCHLER 

REF# 8115148 

FOR CCM,1ENT 
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C O P Y 

S/S 8115148 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington, D.C. 20520 

May 13, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD.V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Messages on the Pope 

Attached are messages for the President and 
the Vice President to send to Cardinal Casaroli 
expressing hope for the Pope's recovery. 

Attachments: 
Messages for the 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

President and Vice President 



Draft Message from the President to Cardinal Casaroli 

Your Eminence: 

I was stunned and horrified by the news of the 

senseless attack on the life of His Holiness the Pope. 

Along with all my fellow Americans I pray for his recovery . 

We stand with you in this time of crisis. 

Ronald Reagan 

I 
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Draft Message from the Vice President to Casaroli 

Your Eminence, 

All Americans were profoundly shocked by the 

attack on His Holiness the Pope. This irrational act 

has affected us all deeply, and we are praying for 

his recovery. 

George Bush 
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