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March 6, 1985

Dear Captain Bennett:

mﬂg immt that mm. coaraga and a sense of
humor have always been my malnsteys. 1 learned
tmm from my best friend, my mother Neno.

I am pleased to hear ‘that you are coming along
so well snd Nancy and I will keep you in our

thoughts and mmm' on
God bless vou.

Sincerely,

A

Captain Cherles W, Bennett, Jr,
Commander, S.W.A.T. Team _
Richmond, Virginia Bureau of Police
1025 Hull Street

Eichmond, Virginia 23224

RR:PAG:CAD:AVH:ech-3PMNA

f»‘-'
ol

3 7

Aligie

T

299091
S e
F4d0
EL O

W/ A
TR OS5

/2O
Vol




|

f}f&ﬁ L3l o

\ S

e

Captain Charles W. Bennett, Jr,

Commander, S.W.A.T. Team

Richmond, Virginia Bureau of
Police

1025 Hull Street

Richmond, Virginia 23224

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House

1400 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Reagan,

I am writing to thank you for your. help when I was recently
shot and wounded; ~OBviously, you don’t recall this help but
let me explain.

I am a Police Captain with the Richmond, Virginia Bureau of
Police and am the Commander of the Special Weapons and
Tactics Team here. On December 18, 1984 we were faced with
a hostage situation inveolving the abduction of a two-year
old girl by an armed man. At approximately 2:30 AM he set
fire to the apartment where he was holding the child and
stated that he would Kill her. It became necessary for the
Team to forcibly enter the apartment in an effort to rescue
the child. As I entered the apartment after other team
members had forced open the door I was confronted with a
raging fire and a room filled with smoke. The abductor was
running to the hottest part of the fire shouting that he was
going to throw the little girl into it. 1 managed to block
his advance and grabbed the child. A struggle ensued but
the child was freed and carried to safety by one of our team
members. However, as I thrust the child away from the
abductor he shot me once in the abdomen, the bullet entering

\lmy body just below my protective body armor.

As you are so well aware it is not immediately obvious that
you are wounded, even if it is a serious wound. We were
forced to shoot the abductor to subdue him and following the
gun battle my team members dragged me down the stairs from
the burning apartment to the outside and safety. Once I was
aware that I had been seriously wounded two thoughts entered
my mind: As a Christian, I called on the name of the Lord
for protectlon and strength, and I remembered your example
when = you were shoto— ~ e SR—

The Lord was. faithful to-me, and. because of your.example I

remained concious, Kept a positive outlook, and retained my
sense of humor . ThHig Was extremely important to me and to

otheérs“around me (my wife, team members, doctors) in




successfully treating my woundse. The initial surgery was
successful, I* spent only 15 days in the hospital, and
al though 'I will have to undergo another operation full
covery is expected. . .
Courage is an important thing in any leader and your courage
was an example for me to follow. I want to thank you for
exhibiting that courage and for the help it has been to me
when 1 was faced with the personal challenge of being shot.
Because of you, I have been able to set an ex mple for
yOunger po1|ce offlcers who may one day also'" C i
wounded, ‘

Tt G LT

I Know that many people, and the news media, seem to have
forgotten your suffering and courage when you were wounded.
I haven‘t and I never will. Again, thank you for the
example that made my journey easier.

Sincerely,

C’éaféswfzem

Captain Charles W. Bennett, Jr.

Commander, S.W.A.T. Team

Richmond, Virginia Bureau of
Police
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By Jimmson ‘ ',
A shotgun-wielding man holding a

ly and a Richmond police captain was
wounded early today as police
stormed the man’s upstairs apart-
ment at 2303 Decatur St. in South
Richmond..

- Another . police officer also was
wounded slightly in the incident.

. A few minutes before the police
assault about 2:45 a.m., the man, iden-
tified as Clarence Bassett, 27, had set
fire to his apartment and threatened
to “blow the apartment up and kill
everybody,” Richmond Police Chief
Frank 8. Duling said. '

- Earlier, Bassett had told police he
would shoot anyone who tried to enter

2-year-old girl hostage was shot fatal-

| Bant. Charles W. Bennett was

an is killed,
wo officers shot
n hostage siege

his apartment and take the child from
him, Duling said.

. Duling said Bassett was wounded
in an exchange of fire with police
officers and died at 3:21 a.m. at Medi-
cal College of Virginia Hospital.

Capt. Charles W, Bennett Jr., com-
mander of the police special weapons
and tactics team that stormed the
apartment to rescue the child, was
wounded in the abdomen below his
bulletproof vest.

Bennett, 37, underwent surgery at

'MCV. Duling said hospital officials

told him that Bennett was in stable

condition and that his wound was not

believed to be “life-threatening.”
Richmond Commonwealth’s Attor-

ney Aubrey M. Davis Jr., who joined

Duling at a midmorning news confer-
ence at police headquarters, said
Bennett was “the first officer through
the door” of the apartment.

Duling said Bennett made the deci-

sion to enter the apartment forcibly
“in an attempt to rescue the child
from Mr. Bassett and the fire.”
. “The child was rescued and was not
injured,” Duling said. He identified
the 2-year-old as Sherri Antoinette
Armstrong.

Patrolman Michael J. Arrighi also
was wounded in the exchange of
shots, Duling said. Arrighi suffered a
“blunt trauma wound but was saved
from further injury by his protective
vest,” the chief said.

« “Once entry was made, there were
shots from inside, and SWAT team
members advised that an officer
(Bennett) had been shot,” said Duling,
who was at the scene.

In addition to the shotgun, Bass_etf:’
was reported to have had a revolver,s

Hostage

- OContinued from Page 1 _
ijingsaid. He added that police had

not determined what weapon Bennett

was shot with. =~

; | Davis said such details would have

0 await receipt of findings of the

state medical examiner’s office and
- ballistics experts. g
| Before SWAT officers charged the
| apartment, Bassett had kept the s
| year-old hostage and held police at
! for almost two hours, according”
! .polgce. :

g?ﬂmg said the child’s mothg;

: & S
| l?;soandreporeed&attfrlend,nu-
. sett, had hit her in the head with a
shotgun on the street and had abduct-
ed her 2-year-old daughter.

'The call was made from the area of
Pilkington and Hull streets. Police
oﬂjcers searched the area and deter-
mined that Bassett was holding the
child hostage in his apartment at 2303
Decatur St., Duling said.

When police officers knocked on
the door of Bassett’s upstairs apart-
ment, Duling said, Bassett yelled that
he was armed and would shoot any-
one who tried to enter and take the
child from him. 22

-Police sealed off the area around
the building and Bassett began to bar-
ricade the windows and doors and
‘continued to shout threats at police
officers, Duling said. =~ -

He gave these further details: ;

_About 1:20, officers called for the -

About 1:45, acting Capt. Frederic
Pleasants Jr., the negotiator, arrived ..
and began talking with Bassett from
the bottom of the apartment build-
ing's stairs. Pleasants made no prog-
ress in trying to talk Bassett into
releasing the child.

About 2:35, Bassett, visibly agitated
and having been seen by officers out-
side holding the girl up at a window,
set fire to the apartment and threat-
ened to blow it up.

About 2:45, Bennett decided to
storm the apartment and led the

charge

SWAT team and a hostage negotiator.

child, and a friend had stayed with
Bassett for about a week recently but
no longer were doing so, according to
a relative who lives near the apart-
ment building, e
Bennett, a 16-year veteran of the
Police Bureau, long has been consid-
ered one of its most able young offi-

cers. He was named the bureau’s
rookie of the year in 1980,
His previous assignments have in-

cluded those of detective and head of
training for the bureau.  « S
When he took command of the Seo-

rk schedule.

oped a reputation as one of the
reau’s experts in hos :
tions. In 1976, he spent almost |
utes inside a house with an escag

convict who was armed with a rifie

and holding three hostages. Bennett

talked the man into surrender

pe't.af:efuuy. , ; w
An an interview in 1977, ;

said he enjoys such o

the fears
jobs.
Regarding he
said, “Time is
are times when



