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May 24, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITI

SUBJECT: Response to Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Jelks

We have reviewed and concur

(with a minor deletion) with the
attached proposed response prepared by the Department of State

in reply to a message to the President, dated April 26, 1983,
from Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Jelks suggesting that Samantha Smith
be the "Dove of Peace."

Attachments
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MAY 10, 1983

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF ANNE HIGGINS

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 142046

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 26, 1983
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. AND MRS. DONALD K. JELKS

1005 MOJAVE TRAIL
MAITLAND FL 32751

‘BJECT: SUGGESTS THAT SAMANTHA SMITH BE THE "DOVE
OF PEACE" AND THAT THE PRESIDENT ACCOMPANY
HER AND HER PARENTS TO MOSCOW"

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
T (EN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
U DERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

JRRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
") TO:
[ATSON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CO (ESPONDENCE
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UNCLASSIFIED
(C .ssification)

DE! !TMENT 0O; 'ATE
EXECUJLIVE SECrne.aRIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM
: S/S 8314335

-- _ - Date May 23, 1983

For.: Mr. William P. Clark
National ~:curity Council
The JThit louse

Reference
To: The President From: Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Jelks
Date: 4/26/83 Subject: Suggests that Samantha Smith

the "dove of peace" and that the President accompany her and her
parents to Moscow.

WH Referral Dated: 5/10/83 NSC ID# 142046
(if any)

The attached iterx vas sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

X A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be .orwarded.
A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no okjection to the
proposet travel.

Other.

Remarks:

a/aa W
Charles =il
Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(C issification)




SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Jelks:

Thank you for your telegram to the President concerning
Generél Secretary Andropov's invitation to Samantha Smith. I
have beer 1sked to review the matter and reply to you.

This Administratior Zirmly believes in the importance of
communication between our two societies. Without a solid
appreciation of each other's systems, cultures, and goals, we
cannot hope to build a stable and cooperative relationship We
believe tha. those Americans who travel to the USSR, as Samantha
will, can benefit Gwewss®® from first-hand exposure to the
Soviet system. We sincerely ho that Soviet citizens will
someda enjoy the same freedom to travel and to become familiar
with othe societies.

But I must note that a failure to communicate is not at the
heart of the difficulties between our two countries. The
United States has long soug™* a cooperative relationship with
the USSR, but increasingly disturbing Soviet activities in the
19708 forced us to reevaluate our view of the relationship.
This reevaluation was a bipartisan development. Both the
Carter and Reagalr \dministrations recognized that the United
States could not ignore the massiv Soviet militar: buildu of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Jelks,

1005 Mojave Trail,
Maitland, Florida.
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the 1970s -- a force growth far beyond defensive

requirements -- and the increasing tendency of the USSR to
employ military force to further its foreign policy goals. The
most outrageous example of this Soviet behavior is, of course,
the invasion an« »>ccupation of Afghanistan.

The United States and its ¢ lies have made it absolutel}
cle ' to the USSR that we desire cooperative ind stable
relations. We have communicated our views to the Soviet
government at all levels, and we are deeply engaged in a
variety of negotiations with the USSR, on arms control,
economic issues, and a wide variety of other topics -- so
each side does understand the other's conce i1s. A meetin:
between the President and General Secretary Andropov could be
useful if it were w 1 preparec¢ ind promised to achieve
concrete objectives. What is trul' needed . this point are
concrete actions, not just rhetoric and publicity ploys, if
there is to be a positive change in our relations. We have
made that clear to the Soviet leadership also.

Viewed realistically, the issues on which the US and the
USSR disagree are complex ones that are not subject to
resolution with a few bol: diplomatic strokes. We hav: 10
illusions on that point. But we are determined to pursue our
dialogue with the Soviet government and reach mutually

satisfactory understandings on the problems that face us.



I hope that this information contributes to your
understanding of the issues. 1 thank you again for sharing
your views with us, and I ask you to write if I can help in any

other way.

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins



8314335

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MAY 10, 1983
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTIO) REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF ANNE HIGGINS

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 142046
MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 26, 1983
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR, AND MRS. DONALD K. JELKS
1005 MOJAVE TRAIL
MAIT ND FL 32751

SUBJECT: SUGGESTS THAT SAMANTHA SMITH BE THE "DOVE
OF PEACE"™ AND THAT THE PRESIDENT ACCOMPANY
HER AND HER PARENTS TO MOSCOW"

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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