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THE COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
BAL Tl MORE, MARYLAND 21235 

APR 17 115, 

Refer to: 
SEP73 

Mr •. James Brown 
The James Brown Enterprise~ 
Executive Park, Suite 116 : 
1052 Claussen Road 
Augusta, Georgia 30907 

Dear Mr. Brown: 
i 

This is in response to your letter to the Presidenti. Althou~h he would like 
, I o 

to answer each letter pers~nally, his heavy workload makes this impossible. 
We regret the delay in repfying. I 

Thank you for your suggestion. We share your oonc~rn that strict work 
requirements be establishe~ for adult public assis~anee recipients. We 
believe the key to moving families from welfare toJwork is in not allowing 
welfare z.o become an alternative to work. Thi~ oa be accomplished by 
ensuring that able-bodied fndividuals who reoe~ve 

1

elfare participate in some 
kind of work program. ' 

To this end, the Omnibus B~dget Reconciliation Act of 1981 permits the States 
to require that employable:people accept work in a "workf'are" program in order 
to receive assistance under the aid to families wi~h dependent children (AFDC) 
program. The States' workrare programs may take o~1e of' th. e f'ollowing forms: 

1. The Community Wo~k Experience Program, w ich enables States to place 
recipients in non-salaried work to aoqui j experience and work 
habits. 

2. The Work Supplementation Program; which elables States to set 
different standards to empl◊yable AFDC refipien~s. convert grants 
into wages and create additional sub.idized jobs; or 

! 'I 3. Work incentive demonstration projects, un~er which States can test 
alternatives to current work-related i prog,rams. 

' ! 

Imp. lementing strict work requirements provides l. valu~ble services to the 
community, valuable work experience for the participant and an equitable, cost 
effective approach to overcoming dependency on!welfare. 



2 

While we cannot implement your suggestion, we appreciate your sharing your 
views and we will continue to look for ways to make public assistance programs 
more responsive to people's needs and to make the most effective use of our 
tax dollars. 

/ 
....,.cc: The White House, ID# 261006 

Sincerely, 

Martha A. McSteen 
Acting Commissioner 
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'' THE JAMES BROWN ENTERPRISES 

TELEPHONE: (404) 733-1052 

• 

1052 CLAUSSEN ROAD• EXECUTIVE PARK, SUITE 116 
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 30907 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Sir, Mr. President: 

November 20, 1984 

Today is clean up Americ.;1. day. Let's use 1984 for 
cleaning up our highways, around our school yards, etc.,
using welfare recipients that ·. are physically able to work. 
Trucks the Federal government is getting rid of could be 
used. 

This is your new thing a 
CC Camp and the WPA of the p st. t could 
Reagan Work Compensation. I ~ould like to 
as one of the adv1sors. 

similar to the 
be called RWC, 
serve on the board 

IJB/fc 
' 
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