
President’s Backup Copy: 

 

Address to the 

 

National Association of Evangelicals 

 

March 8, 1983 


Copy provided by the 

National Archives and Record Administration 


of the 

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum 


40 Presidential Drive, Simi Valley, CA 93065 




--

--

<DOLAN/RRl MA RCH 8 , 1983 
2:30 PM
OPlANDO, FLORIDA 

PRESIDENT'S BACKUP COPY:
 

ADDRESS TO NATION AL ASSOCIATIONOF EVANGEL ICALS
 

I AMDELIGHTED TO BE HERE TODA Y, THOSE OF YOU I ~
 

THE NATIONA L ASSOC IATION OF EVANGELICALS ARE K NOW~ FOR
 

YOUR SPIRITUAL AND HUMANITARIA ~ ~ORK -- AND I WOULD BE
 

ESPECI ALLY REMI SS IF I DI D NOT DISCHARGE RIGHT NOWONE
 
PERSON AL DEBT OF GRAT1JVDf , ___
 

TH"~K YOU FOR YCUR PRA YERS , NANCY AND 1 HAVE FELT 

THE IR PRESENCE MANY TIMES INMANy ~ AY S, BELI EVE ~E , 

FOR US THEY HAVE MADE ALL THE DIFFERE NCE, THE OTHER 

DAY IN THE EAST ROOMOF THE WHITE HOUSE SOMEONE AS KED 

~' E \I P,ETHER I WAS AWARE OF ALL TH E PEO f? LE OUT THERE 
~--- - ­

PRAYI NG FOR TH E PRESIDENT, YES, I Ml - - BECAUSE I ' VE 
FEll IT AND I BELIEVE IN llHERCESSIOfIARY PRAYER , bUT I 

COULDWT HELP BUT SAY TO THAT QUESTIONER THAT IF 

SOMETI MES WHENHE WAS PRAYING HE GOT ABUSY SIGNAL, IT 

WAS JUST ME IN THERE AHEAD OF HIM , I FEEL AS ABE 

LI NCOLN FELT WHEtl HE SAID , "I HAVE BEEtl DRIVEN hA NY 

TI~E S UPONMY KN EES BY THE OYERWH ELM I ~G CONV ICTI ONTHAT 

I HAD NO WH ERE ELSE TO GO ," 

FROMTHE JOY AND GOOD FEELING OF TH IS CON FERENCE I 

GO TO A POLI TI CAL RECEPTIO N, I DOWT KNOW ~HY THAT 

SCHEDULING REMINDS ME OF A STOR~ . BUT IT DOES , AN 

[VANGELIC~L mNISTER AND A POLI TIC IAN ARR IVED AT 

HE~VEN ' S G ~T E TOGETHE R, 
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ST, PETER TOOK THEM IN HAND TO SHDH THEM THE IR NE v.' 

QUARTERS . HE TOOK THE MINISTER TO ASMALL ROOM WITH
 

JUST ABE~ , A SI NGLE (nA IR AND TAELE .
 

THE POL ITICIANWAS A LI TTLE WORRIED ABOUT wHAT WAS IN
 

STO RE FOR HIM, AND HE COULDN'T BEL IEVE IT WHEN ST .
 

PETER STOPPED BEFORE A GREAT MANSION , WITH BEAUT IFUL
 

GROUNDS t,ND I~ANY SERVANTS AllO TOLD Hl~ ALL nus WOULD
 

BE HIS , THE POLIT IC IAN SAID , "BUT HOII' CAN YOU GIVE rtE
 

THI S MA NS IO NWHI LE THAT GOOD ANDHOLY MAN ONLY GETS A
 

SINGLE ROOM?"
 

ST , PETER SAID. "YOU HAVE TO UNDERSTAUD HO..... TH INGS
 

ARE UP HERE; WE ' VE GOT THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF
 

CL ERGY -- YOU ' RE THE FIRST POL ITICIAN wHO MA~D~E ___EVER'-C

NOW I DON' T WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO ASTERGTYPE , I 

TELL YOU TRU LY, THERE ARE A GREAT MIiNY GOD-FEI.RHIG, 

DEDICATEQ~ NOBlE MEN ~~QMEN I N~BL IC LIFE, . YES , WE 
-- ._----- -------­

NEED YOUR HELP TO KEEP US EVER MINDFUL OF THE IDEAS AND 

PRINCIPLES THAT BROUGHT us INTO THE PUBLIC ARENA IN THE 
FIRST PL ACE. THE BASIS OF THOSE IDEAL-S-AND PR INCIPCE$'-----­

IS A COMMIH1ENT TO FREEDDr1 AND PERS0ti';L UBERTY , f, 

COMMITMENT THJl.T ITSELF IS GROUt/DED IN TH E tlUCH DEEPER 

REALIZATION: THAT FREEDOMPROSPERS ONLY ~H ERE THE 

BLESSINGS OF GOD P.RE AVI DLY SOUGHT AND HUMBLY 
AC\Jm\l.'LEDGED. 



- - - - --
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TkE AMERICAN EXPERItlENT Jrj DEMOCRACY RESTS ON THIS 

INS IGHT ; ITS DISCOVERY WAS HiE GREAT TRIUMPE OF OUR 

FOUNDING FATHERS VOICED £V WILL IAM PE~N : -IF wE WILL 

~OT BE GOVERN ED BY GOD. WE MUST BE GO VERNED BY 
TYfJNTS,- EXYlA I~ l ~G THE INALIENABLE RIGhTS DF MEN . 

JEFFERSON SAID . -THE GOD WHO GAVE US LI FE. GAVE US 

LIBERTY AT THE SAr~ TIME,- AND IT ~AS GEOKGE 

WASHINGTONWHO SAID THAT · OF ALL THE DI SPOSITI ONS AND 

HAB ITS ~nIC H LEAD TO POLITI CAL PROSPERITY, RElIGIO~ AND 

rORAl lTY ARE IND ISPENSABLE SUPPORTS .u 
HiD FI /I.~A~LL~Y~.~T;:H~ATc.:::SH::R'::EW:::D=ES·T O-~ ALL OBSERVERS OF 

AMERICAN DEMOCRACY , ALEX IS DE TOCQUEV! LLE, PUT IT 

ELOQU£NTlY A.FT ER HE HAD GONE ON A SE ~P:CH FO R THE SECRET 

OF AME RI CA'S GREAT NESS AND GENIUS , 

~ NOT UNTIL I WENT TO THE CHURC HES OF AMER1 CAAND 
HEAPO HER PULPI TS A FLA~E WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS DID I
UllDE F:STAND THE GREATNESS AND GEN IUS OF AMER1CA. 
AMER ICA IS GREAT BECAUSE AMERICA IS GOOD . A~ D IF 
AMEP ICAEVER CEASES TO BE GOOD , AMER ICA ~ ILL CEASE TO 
BE GREAT. " __------~----

• I AM PLEAS ED TO BE HERE TODAY WITH YOU WHO ARE 

KEEP ING AMER IC~ GREAT BY KEEPING HER GOOD . OHLY 
THROUGH YOUR WORK AhD PRAYERS A~D THOSE CF fl lLLIONS OF 

OTHERS (A~ WE HOPE TO SURVIVE THIS PERILOUS CENTURY AHD 

KEEP ALIVE THIS EXPERIMENT INLIBERTY, THiS LAST BEST 

HOPE OF MAN. 



·'
 - , ­

WANT YOUTO KNOWTHIS ADM INISTRATION IS 

mTiVATED BY A POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY THAT SEES THE 

GREATNESS OF AMERIC~ l~ YOU, HER PEOPLE, AND IN YOUR 

FAMILIES , CHURCHES , NEIGHBORHOODS. COMMUNITI ES -- THE 

INSTITUTIONS THAT FOSTER AND NDUP,! SH VALUES LIKE 

CONCERN FOR OTHEF;S Aim RESPECT FOR THE RULE OF LAW 

UNDER GOD , 

NOWJ DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT THiS PUlS us IN 

OPPOSITION TO, OR AT LE~ST OUT OF STEP WITH , A 

PREVAILING ATTITUDE OF MANY WHO HAVE TURNED TO AMODERN 

DAY SECULARISM, DISCARDING THE TRIED AND TIME-TESTED 

VALUES UPON WHICH OUR VERY CIVIL IZAT ION IS BASED , NO . ­

MATTER HOW WELL I NTE ~TIO NED , THE IR VALUE SYSTEM IS 

RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF MO~~E~!SAU",S"-. _ 

AHD , WH1LE THEY PROCLAIM THEY ARE FREE ING US FROM 

SU PERST IT luNS OF THE PAST , THEY HA VE TAKENUPON 

THEMSELVES THE JOE OF SUPERINTEND1NG US BY GO VERNMENT 
RULE AND REGULAT10N. SOMET 1~ES THEIR VOICES ARE LOUDER 

THAN OURS, BUT THEY ARE flaT YET AMP.JORITY , 
_ .. ~. 

AN EXAMPLE OF THAT VOCAL SU PERIO RITY IS EV ID ENT IN 

A CONTROVERSY NOW GOING ON III ~i A S H I NG TO N, Sl NCE l 'N 

INVOLVED. I'VE BEEN \\AJTltlG 10 HEAR FROM THE PARENTS OF 

YOUNG A ~IERIC/l, HOW FAR tlR.E THEY v.'llllHG TO GO H: 

GIV ING TO GOVER NMENT THE1R PREROGATI VES AS PARENTS ? 
'. 
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LET ME STATE THE CASE AS BR IEFLY AND SIMPLY AS J 

CAN , AN ORG A~!ZATJON OF CI TIZENS S I~C ERELY MOTIVATED 

AND DEEPLY CONCER NED ABOUT TH E INCREASE IN ILLEGITIMATE 

BIRTHS AND ABORTIONS INVOLVING GIRLS WELL BELOW THE AGE 

OF CO ~SEN T ESTABL ISHED CL INiCS NATIONWIDE TOOFF ER HELP 

~~~ HES: " :I~~ AND ____ THIS SITUATION, T~~ E~G R lS,,:: HOPEFULLY AL ~EV] AT E 

r ~, GA I N LET ME SAY, 1 DO NOT FAU LT THEI R INTENT, 

HOW EVER , IN THE IR WELL - JNTENTI OH ED EFFORT, THESE
 

CLINICS PROVI DE ADV IC E AND BI RTH CONTROL DRUGS AND
 

DEV ICES TO UNDERA GE GIRLS UITHOUT THE KNOW LEDGE OF
 
THE I R PARENTS , 

FOR SOME YEARS NOW, THE FEDERAL GOVE RNMENT HA S 

HELPED WITH FUNDS TO SUBS ID IZE THESE CLINICS , IN 

PROVID ING FOR THIS, THE CONGRESS DECREED THA T EVERY 

EF FORT WOULDBE MADE TO ~AX I M I ZE PARENTAL 
PA PTICIPATICN , ~EVE RTHE L ESS ~ TH E -bRUGS-AND -DEVICES ARE 

PRESCR IBED -W ITHOUT GETTING PA RENTAL CONSENT OR GIV ING 

NOTIFICATI ON, GIRLS TERFiED "SEXU ALLY ACTIVE" -- THAT 

HAS REPLACED THE WORD "PROM1SC UQUS " -- ARE GIVEN THiS 

HELP IN ORDER TO PREVENT ILLEGI TI MATE BIRTH OR 
'BOEnON , ---------­, 

WE HAVE ORDERED CLINICS RECEIVI~G FEDERAL FUND S TO 

I'JOTl FYTHE PARENTS SUCH HELP HAS BEENGIVEN, ONE OF 

WE HATIOWS LEADING NEWSPAPE RS HAS CfHTED THE TE RI", 
"SQUEAL RULE" IN ED ITO RIALIZING AGA INST US, AND WE ARE 

BE ING CRIT ICIZED FOR VIOLATll lG THE PR IVACY OF YOUNG 

PEOPL E, AJUDGE ~ AS GRAN TED AN INJUNCTION AGAINST 
ENFORCEMENT OF OUR R UL .E~, ____C--
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I f1AVE WATCHED TV PAN EL SHOWS DISCUSS THIS ISSUE, 

P.AVE READ COLUMNS PONTIFICAT INGONOUR ERROR BUT NO ONE 

SEmS TO MENTI ON f"iORAllTY AS PLAY lI1G II PIiP.T IN THE 
SUBJECT _ _O f_ ~~~ 

IS ALL OF JUDEO-CHRI STInN TRADIT ION WRO NG? ARE ~E 

TO BELIEVE THAT SOMETH ING SO SACRED CANBE LOOKED UPON 

AS II PURELY PHYSICA L THIN GWI TH NO POTENTIAL FOR 

E~\O TlO NAL MID PSYCHO LOGICAL HARM? AND ISN 'T IT THE 
PARENTS RIGHT TO GIVE COUNSEL AND ADVICE TO KEEP THE IR 

CHILD REN FROM MAK ING ~ ISTA K ES THAT MAY AFFECT THEIR 

EriTl RE II VES? 

MANY OF US IN GOVER NMENT WOULD LI KE TO KNOWWHAT 

PA RENTS THINK ABOUT THI S INTRUSIOU IN THE IR FAMILYBY 
GOVERNMENT, WE AP,E GOINGTO FIG HT IN THE COURTS , THE 

RIGHTS OF PARENTS A~D THE RIGHTS OF FAMilY TAKE 

PRECEDENCE OVER THOSE OF Wf1SHINGTON-BASED BUREAUCRATS 

AND SOCIAL ENGINEERS, 

BUT TH E FIGHT AGAINST PARENTAL NOTIF ICATICN IS 

REAL LY ONLY ONE EXAMPLE OF MANY ATTEMPTS TO WATER DOWN 

TR ADIT IONAL VALUES AND E_VE~ __ E",T",HcCE-CDROC R ~~SABROGAT;, C-' G:,'='<A:::l-;T=E~ _ 

OF A~\ ERICA N DEMOCRACY , FRE".EDOM PROSPE RS WHEN RELIGION 
IS- ~,;:;;T -cA:CNDc-THE UND ER GOD ACKtmloUDGED ,· -V]"EP -At RU LE OF lA1'1 

~ ---- - ­
~H E~ OUR FOUNDING FATHERS PASSED TPE FIRST AMENDMENT 

THEY SOUGHT TO PROTECT CHURCHES FROMGOVERNMENT 

:NTERFERENC E, THEY NEVER MEA NT TO CO~STR U CT AwAL L OF 
HOSTILITY BETWEEN GOVERN~EN T AND TPE CONCE PT OF 

REL IGIOUS BELIEF ITSELF, 



- -
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THE EVIDENCE OF TH IS PERMEATES OUR HISTORY AND OUR 

GOVER N~EHT: THE DECLARATIONOF l~nEPENDENCE MEHTIONS 
THE SUPRE."1E BE ING NO LESS THAN FOUR TlMESf - I N GOD WE 

TRUST- IS ENGRAVED ON OUR COINAGE ; THE SUPREME COURT 

OPENS ITS P~OCEEDINGS WITH A RELIGIOUS INVOCATION; AND 

T~E MEMBERS OF CONGRESS OPEN THEIR SESSIONS WITH A 

PRAYER . I JUST HAPPEN TO BELIEVE THE SCHOOL CH ILDREN 

OF THE UNI TED STATES ARE ENT ITLED TO THE SAME 

PR IV ILEGES AS SUPREME COURT JUSTICES A~D CONGRESSMEN . 

LAST YEAR, I SENT THE CONGRESS A CONSTITUTIONAL 

AME NDMENT TO RESTO RE PRA YER TO PUBLI C SCHOOLS, AL REA DY 

THIS SES SION, THERE IS GROWING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR 

THE AMENDMENT AND I AM CA LL INGON THE CONGRESS TO ACT 

SPEED ILYTO PASS IT, LET OUR CHI LDREN PRAY. 
PERH4PS SOME OF YOU READ RECENTLY ABOUT THE 

LUBBOCK SCHOOL CASE WHERE AJUDGE ACTUALLY RULED THAT 

IT WAS U ~CONSTITUTIONAL FOR ASCHOOL DISTRICT TO GIVE 

EQUAL TREATMENT TO RELIGIOUS AHD NONRELIGIOUS STUDENT 

GROUPS . EVEN WHEN THE GROUP MEETINGS WERE HELD DUR ING 
THE STUDENTS' OWN TIME, THE FIRST AMENDMENT NEVER 

lNTENDED TO REQUIRE GOVERNMENT TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 

RELIGIOUS SPEECH , 



---
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SENATORS DEN Tot ~ AND HATFI ELD HAVE Pfl.OPOSED 

l EGIS L ~T ION IN TH E CON GRESS ON THE WHOLE QUESTIONOF 

PROHIBITI NG DISC RI MINATION AGAIllST RELI GIO US FOR~IS OF 

STUD ENT SPEECH, SUCH LEGISLATION CO ULD GO FAR TO 

RE STOPE FREEDOMOF RELIGIOUS SPEECH FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 

STUDENTS, AND J HOPE THE CONG RESS CONSIDERS THES E BILLS 

QU ICKLY , AND I-n TH YOUR HELP, [ THINK IT 'S POSSIBLE WE 

COU LD ALSO GET THE CDN STlT UTlOHAL AIIHmMENT THROUGH THE 

CO NGRESS THiS YEAR ,

MORE THAN ADECADE AGO , A SUPR EME COURT DECISIOU 

LITERA LLY WI PED OFF THE EOOKS OF 50 STATES ST ATUTES 

PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF UNBO RN CHILDREN, -"ABORTION ON 

DE~1A ND " NOW TAKES THE LIVES OF UP TO B 1", 1LllON UNBORN 

CHI LDREN Ii YEAR. HUr-"d~N LIFE LEGISLATION END!ljG THIS 

TRAGEDYWILL SOME DA Y PASS THE CONGRESS -- AND YOUAND 1 
MUST NEVER R ESTJJNTl_U LD..9~_S . .-UNLESS AND UNTl L IT CIN-­
?E PROV EN THAT THE UNBORN CHI LD IS NOT A LI VING ENTI TY , 

THEN 1T' S RIGHT TO LI FE , LIEERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF 
HA PP INESS MU ST BE PROTECTED, 



,
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YOU MAY REtlnlBER THAT WHEN AgORTION 01\ DEr-'IAND 

B EGAr ~ MANY, I NDEED, I ' M SURE ~iA NY OF YOU, \\'ARNED HUll 

THE PRACT ICE WOU LD LEAD TO A DECL IN E IN RES PECT FOR 

HUMAN LIFE, THAT TH E PHI LOSOPHICAL PREM ISES USED TO 

JUSTIFY ABORTION ONDEMAND WOU LD ULTIMAT ELY BE USED10 

JUSTIFY OTHER ATTACKS Ol~ THE SACREDUESS OF H ~~~Af'j Ll FECC' _ 

INFANTICIDE OR r~ERCY l(]LLlNG. 
• 

TRf.GICA LLY ENOUGH , THOS E 

WA RNI NGS PROVED All TOO TRU E: ON LY LAST YEAR A COURT 

PERMI TTED THE DEATH BY STARVATIONOF AHANDICAP PED 

ll'iFANT. 

I HAVE DIRECTED THE HEALTH AND H U~AN SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT TO MA KE CLEA R TO EVERY HEALTH CA RE FACIL ITY 

IN ThE U~ I T ED STATES THAT THE REHAB IL ITATION ACT OF 

1973 PROTECTS ALL HA~DICAPP ED PERSO NS AGAINST 
DISCRIMINATION BASEL ON HAtlDI CAPS, INC LUDING INFA NT S, 

AI'D WE HAVE TAKEN THE FURTHER STEP OF REQUI RI NG THAT 

EA CH AND EVERY RECIPIENT OF FEDERAL FUNDS WHO PROVIDES 

HEA LTH CARE SERVICES TC INFA NTS MUST POST AND Y-EEP 

reS TED IN ~, CONSPICUOUS PLACE A NOTICE STATING THAT 
uDISCRIMINATO RY FAILURE TO FEED AND CARE FOR 

HANDICA PPED INFANTS IN THI S FACI LITY IS PROHIBITEDBY .-- -~._- ----­

FEDE RAL LAW,u IT ALSO LISTS A24-HOUR , TOLL-FREE 
--_._-~-

NU ~ b ER SO THAT NURSES AND OTHERS MAY REPORT VIOlA TIO ~S 

HI TI ME TO SAVE THE INFA NT 'S LIFE , 



---
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IN ADD IT IO N, RECENT LEGISLATION INTRODUCED INTHE 

CONGRESS ny REPRESElnHIVE HEN RY HYDE NOT ONLY 

INCREASES RESTR ICTIONS ON PUB LICLY-FlhANCED ABORTIONS , 

IT ALSO ADDRESSES THIS WHOLE PROBLEMOF INFA NTICIDE, 1 

URGE THE CONG RESS TO BEGINHEARI NGS AND TO A~OP T 

LEGI SLATION THAT WILL PROTECT THE RIGHT OF LIFE TO ALL 
CHI LDREN , HiCLUDINGTHE DIS ABL ED OR H ~, NDIU IP PED , 

I '['i -SURE YOU- MUSrGEf DISCOURAGED AT TH1E~ ' BUT" 

THE RE IS A GREAT SPIRITU AL AWAKE!'JlfIG IN M1ERICA, A 

RENEWAL OF THE TRADIT IONAL VALUES THAT HAVE BEt:t ~ THE 

BED ROCKOF AME RICA ' S GOODNESS AND GREATNESS , 

ONE RECENT SURVEY BY AWASHI NGTO N-BASED RESEARCH 

COUNC IL CONC LUDED THAT AMER ICA NS WERE FAR MORE 

RELIGIOUS ThAN THE PEOPL E OF OTHE R NATIONS; 95 PEPCEtH 

OF THOSE SURVEYED EXPRESSED ABELIEF IN GOD AND A HU GE 
I",AJ ORITY BELI EVED TH E TEN COV;I",ANDMENTS HAD REAL M EAf'l U~ G 

FOR THEIR LlVES,-, _ 

AtlOTHE R STUDY HAS FOUND THAT AN OVE Rw HEL MING 
MAJOR ITY OF A ~ERICA N S DISA PPROVE OF ADULTERY , TEE~ AGE 

SEX , PORNO GRAPHY , ABORTION AND HARD DRU GS , AND THIS 

SAME STUDY SHOWED A DEEP REVERENCE FOR THE IMPO RTANCE 

OF FAMILY TIES AND RELIGIOUS BELI EF, 

I THINK THE ITEMS WE HAVE DISCU SS ED HE RE TODAY 

MUST BE AKEY PART OF THE NATION'S PO LITICAL AGENDA , 

FOR THE FIRST TH1E THE CO NGRES S IS OPENLY AND SER IOUSLY 

DEEATING AND DEAL HJG ~d TH THE PRAYER AND ABORTlCN 

ISSUES -- THAT' S ENORMOUS PROGRESS RIGHT THERE , 



- -- --

--
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I REPEAT: IIr lERICA IS IN THE ~',! D ST OF A SPI RITUAL 

AWAKENING AND AMORAL RENEWAL , WI TH YOUR BIBLICAL 

KEYNOTE. 1 SAY TODAY LET uJUSTI CE ROLL ON LIKE A RIVER , 

RIGHTEOUSNESS LIKE A NEVER- FAILI NG STREAM , " 
, NOW. OBV IOUSLY, MUCH OF TH IS NEW POL ITICAL AND 

SOCIAL CONSENSUS I HAVE TALKED ABOUT IS BASED UN A 

POSITIVE VIEW OF AMERICAN HISTORY , ONE THAT TAKES PRIDE 

IN OUR COUNTRY'S ACCOMP LISH ~ENT S AND RE CORD " BUT WE 

MUST NEVER FORG ET THA T NO GOVERNMENT SCHEMES ARE GOING 

TO PERF ECT MAN ; WE KNOWTHAT LIVING IN THI S WO~LD MEA NS 

DEALING WITH WHAT PHILOSOPHERS WOULD CAll THE 

PHE I~O ME NOLOGY OF EVIL OR , AS THE OLOG IANS WOU LD PUT IT. 

THE DOCTRINE OF SIN, 

THERE IS SIN AND EVIL INTHE WORLD . AND WE ARE 

ENJOINEDBY SCRIPTURE AND TH E LuRD JESUS TO OPPOSE IT 

WITH Al l OUR MIGHT , OUR NATION , TOO , HAS A LEGACY OF 

EVIL IJlTH WH_IC_H~T_MUST DEAL, _
 

THE GLORY OF THIS LAND HAS REEU ITS CAPACITY FOR 
TRA NSCENDI NG THE MORAL EVilS OF OUR PAST, FOR EXAMPLE , 

THE LONGSTRUGGLE OF MINORITY CiT IZ ENS FOR EQUAL 
RI GHTS , ONCE ASOURCE OF DISUNITY li ND CIVIL WAR , IS rlOW 

A POINT OF PRIDE FOR fill Al1ERiCANS,. WE MUST r;EVER GO 

BACK , THERE IS NO ROOM FOR RACISM , A~TI -SEMITISM OR 
OTHER FORf".$ OF ET HNi C ANL' P.ACIAl Hp,TRED Irl TH IS 

COUNTRY , I KNOW YOU HAVE BEE ~ HORRIFIED, AS HAVE I . BY 
THE RESURGENCE OF SOrr,E HATE GROUPS PREACHWG BIGOTRY 

MID P,EJUDIC[, 



INSERT FOR EVANGELICALS SPEECH 

AND WE WILL NEVER STOP SEARCHING 

FOR A G[NUINE PEACE" BUT WE CAN ASSURE--- "-

NOllE OF THESE TH INGS AMER ICA STANDS FOR 

THROUGH THE SO-CALLED NUCLEAR FREEZE 
~ 

SOLUTlONS-,-PRCC0,-PO"Sc=:ED BY SOME, ' THE 
-

TRUTH 
IS THAT A FREEZE NOW WOULD BE AVERY 
DANGEROUS FRAUD . ---WE DO NOT WMiT A-~ - "
 CRAVEN PE;ACE;. FOR THAT IS MERELY THE 

. ~ 

ILLUSION OF PEACE ., THE REALITY -IS THAT 

WE MUST FIND PEACE THROUGH- STRENGTH , 
. 

I WOULD AGREE TO A FREEZE IF ONLY 

WE COULD FREEZE THE SOVIETS ' GLOBAL 
------. ~-_.. ­

DESIRES " , A FREEZE AT CURRENT LEVELS OF 

WEAPO NS WOULD REMOVE ANY INCENTIVE FOR 

THE SOVIETS TO NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY IN 

GE NEVI\. & ViRTUALLY END OUR CHANCES TO 
. 

ACHIEVE THE MAJOR ARMS REDUCTIONS WHICH 
WE HAVE PROPOSED. 
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INSTEAD . THEY WOULD ACHIEVE THEIR 

OBJECTIVES THROUGH THE FREEZE . 
AFREEZE WOULD REWARD THE SOVIET 

UNION FOR ITS ENORMOUS & UNPARALLELED 
MILITARY BU ILD -UP . IT WOULD PREVENT THE 
ESSENTIAL &LONG-OVERDUE MODERN IZATION 

OF U.S . &ALLIED DEFENSES &WOULD LEAVE 
OUR AG ING FORCES INCREASINGLY 
VULNERABLE. 

AND AN HONEST FREEZE WOULD REQU IRE 
EXTENS IVE PRI OR NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 

SYSTEMS &NU MBERS TOBE LIMI TED &ON THE 
MEASURES TO ENS URE EFFECTIVE ~ . - - --­
VERIFICAT ION &COMPLIANCE . ANDTH E KIND.--- - ~---

OF AFREEZE TH AT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED 
WOULD BE VI RTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO VERIFY, 

SUCH AMAJOR EFFORT WOULD DIVERT US 
COMPLETELY FROM OUR CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS 
ON ACHIEV ING SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS , 



--

- - -- -----
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USE THE ~'II GH TY VOICE OF YOUR PULP ITS AND niE POWERFUL 

STAND ING OF YOUR CH URCHES TO DENOUNCE AND ISOLATE THESE 

HkTE GPOUPS lfj OU f; l'IiDST, TH E COI'U",ANDl1ENT GI VEN US IS 

CLEAR AND SIMPLE -- NT HOU SH ALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS 

THYSELF, " 
BU T WHAT EVER SADEPISODES EXI ST INO U R -P--AST~-~W-- N Y'----­

ObJECTIVE OBSERVER r~ lJ S T HOLD A POS IT IVE VIEW OF 

AMERICAN PISTORY, A HI STORYTHAT HAS BEENTHE STORY OF 

HOPES FULFILLED AND DREAMS MADE INTO REALI TY. 
ESPECIALLY IN TH iS CENTURY, AMERICA HP,S KEPT AUGHT THE 
TORCHOF FRE EDOM-- NOT JUST FOR OU RSELVES BUT FOR 

MILLIONS OF OTHERS AROUNDTHE ~ORLD , AND THI S BR INGS 

~l E TO MY FWAL PO InT TODAY , ----- _.-­
DURING MY FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE AS PRESIDEi'lL iN 

AljSWER TO ADI RECT QUESTION, I POI NTED OUT THf,T AS GOOD 

~ ARXIS TS-L E H I NISTS THE SOVIET LEADERS HAVE OPENLY AND 
PUBLI CLY DECLAREDTHAT THE ONLY MORAL ITY THEY RECOGN IZE 

IS THAT WH ICH WILL FURTHER THEi R CAUSE , WH ICh IS WORLD 
REVOLUT ION, - pD:-;l':'H~OU=:;T-l;"':WAS ONLY ---- ­I TH-INK I SHO;::UC:LD:=::: r

QUOTING LENIN, THEI R GUIDI NG SPI RI T, ~HO SA ID IN 1920 

THAT TH EY REP UD IATE AL L MORAL ITY THAT PROCEEDS FROM 

SU PERNATU RAL IDEAS OR IDEAS THAT ARE OUTSIDE CLASS 

CONCEPTIONS; MORALITY IS ENTI RELY SUBORD INATE TOTHE 

INT':: PI STS OF CL ASS WAR; AND EVE RYTHING IS hORAL THAT !S 

NECESS MW FOR THE ANfllHILATIm: OF THE OLD EXP LOiT ING 
SOC IAL ORDER AND FOR UNIT INGTHE PROLETARI AT , 
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I THINK THE REFUSAL Of MANY INFLUENT!AL PE OP ~E TO 

ACCEPT THIS ELEMENTARY FACT Of SOVIET DOCTR l~E 

ILLUSTRATES AN HI STORICAL RELUCTANCE TO SEE -TOTloLITARIAN POWERS FO R "HAT THEY ARE. -1IE SAW Hil S 
-----­

Pr.EN~.L~ON IN THE 1930' S. ~E SEE IT TOO OFTEN TOtAY . 

TH IS DO ES NOT MEAN wE SHOULD ISOLAT E OURSELVES AND 
REF USE TO SEEK AN Ul\liERSTA Il DING WITH THEM . 

I INTE ND TO DO EVERYTH I ~G I CA~ TO PERSUADE THEM OF OUR 

PEACCFUL I NTE~T . TO REM IND THEMTH AT IT ~AS TH E WEST 

THA T REF USED TO USE ITS NUCL EAR ~ ON O P O lY IN THE FORTIES 

AN D FIFTI ES FOR TER RITO RIAL GAI N AND ~H ICH NOW PRO POSES 

50- PE RCE NT CUTS IN STRA TEG IC BALLISTIC MiSSi LES AND THE 

ELIM INATION OF AN E~ T IR E CLASS OF LAND -BASED, 
IN TEI;JIED I ~ !E_-R ANG E NU CLEAR ~l I ~ ~ Il ES . ~ , 

AT TH E SA ME TH1E. HOWE VER . THEY MU ST BE ~lADE TO 

U ~DERSTA ND WE WILL NEVER COMPROM ISE OUR PRI NCIPLES AND 

STANDARDS . irl E WILL NEVER GIVE AWAY CUR FREEDOM. ~E 

WILL NEVER" ABAflce", OUR BELIEF IN GOD . [OJ:5 E.i( t ....... L.A..l..d-~) 
A NUf£ER CF YEAR S AGO . I ~ EARD A YOUNG FATHER 

ADDRESSING ATREJ~END OUS GATHERING IN CALIFORN IA . IT-­- - -

WAS DUR ING THE TI~r OF THE COLD ~AR WH EN COMMUN IS" AN D 

OU R OWN WAY OF LIFE WERE VERY NUCH ON PEOPLE'S MINDS. 

HE IoIAS SP E~,KING TO THAT SUBJECT. Sl!CDENLY , I HEARD HIP'! 

St. YlliG. HI LOVE MY LI TT LE GIRLS MO RE TPAII ANYTH ING IN 

ThE WORLD. BU T I WOU LD RATHER SEE THEM. H AND 1 
THOUGH T -­ OH . NO. 1I0T THkT . 
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BUT I HAD UNDERESTl~A TED HIM, HE WENT ON: ul WOULD 

RATH ER SEE THEM DIE NOW, ST ILL BELIEVING IN GOD, TH AN 

HAVE THEM GROW UP UNDER CO r'IMU NIsr'l MID ONE DAY DIE NO 

Lm!GER BELlEV l!~ IN .'~__ - - - - - - ­GOD:c ' ---- -­

THERE WERE THOUSANDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN THAT 

AUDIENCE . THEY CAME TO THEIR FEET WI TH SHOUTS OF JOY, 

THEY RECOGNIZ ED TH E PROFOUND TRUT H HI ',iM T HE HAD SAID , 

LET US PRAY FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL THOSE WHO
 

LI VE IN THAT TOTALITARIAN DAR KN ESS -- PP.AY THEY WILL
 

DISCOVER HiE JOY OF KNOh' l NG GOD.
 
, - ------ ­

BUT UNTIL THEY DU , LET US BE AwA RE THAT ~iH IL E THEY 

PREACH THE SUPREMACY OF THE STATE, DECLARE lTS 
I

O~: NIP OTENCE OVER INDIVIDUAL MAN , AND PREDICT ITS 

EVENTUAL DOMI NATION OF ALL PEOPLES OF THE EARTH -- THEY / 

ARE THE FOCUS OF EVIL IN THE MODERN WORLD , IT WA S 

C, S, LEWIS WHO, IN HIS UN FORGETTABLE SCREWTAPE ~ :::---

~T.EP.S~Q1£ : _ 

"THE GREATEST EVIL IS 110T NOW DONE IN THOSE SORD ID 
' DENS OF CR I~E' THAT DICKENS LOVED TO PA INT. IT IS NOT 
DONE EVEN IN CO~CENTRATIGN CA MPS MID LABOR CMiPS . IN 
THOS E WE SEE ITS FINAL RESULT, BUT IT IS CO NCEIVED AND 
ORD ERED (I",OV ED , SECONDED, CA RRIED, AND r"d NU TED) IN 
CLEAR , CI'IRPETED , WA RnED, AND WELL-LIGHTED OFF ICES, BY 
QUI ET MEN I-!l TH wHITE COLLARS AND CUT FlllGERNAILS AND
 
SMOOTh-SHAVEN CHEEKS WHO DO NOT NEED TO RA ISE THEIR
 
VOI CE. " 



---

- - ----- --- ----- - --
-- --------

- 15 ­

BECAUSE THESE "QIJI ET ~l Eti " DO NOT "RAI SE THEI R VO ICES ," 

BECAUSE THEY SO~l ETlf", ES SPEA K IN SOOTHING TONES OF 

BROTHE RHOOD AND PEACE , EECAUSE , LI KE OTHE ~ DICTATORS 

BEFORE THEM, THEY ARE AL WAYS I",A KI NG "THEI R FINAL 

TE RRITORIA L DEMA ND." SOME WOU LD HAVE US ACCE PT THEfll AT 

THEI R wonD AND ACCOMMODATE OURSELVES TO THEIR 
~- -

AGGRESSIVE I MPU LSES, BUT, IF HI STORY TEACHES ANYT HING. 

IT TEACHES: SH1PLE -f1l NDED APPEA SEI"IENT OR WISHFUL 

THI NKI NG ABOUT OU R ADVERSARIES IS FOLLY - - IT MEAJ\S THE 

BETRAYAL OF OUR PAST, THE SQUANDER I nG OF OUR FREEDOM,.-- ~ 

SO 1 URGE YOU TO SPEAK OUT AGA INST THOSE WHO WOU LD 

PL ACE THE UNITED STATES IN A POSITION OF MILITARY AND 

MORAL IN FE RI ORITY. YOU KNOlL I HAVE ALWA YS -B(CJ EVED-· ~ 

T~ t T OLD SCR EWTAPE RESERVES HIS BEST EFFORTS FOR THOSE 

OF YOU I N THE CHURCH,. SO I N YOUR DI SCU SS IONS OF THE 
--~-

NUCLEAR FREEZE PROPOSALS. I URGE YOU TO BEWARE THE 

TEMPTATION OF PRIDE -- THE TEMPTATI ON BLITHELY TO 

DEC LARE YOU RS ELVES ABOVE IT ALL AND LABEL BOTH SIDES 

E QUA L~ Y AT FAULT, TO I GNORE THE FACTS OF HISTORY AND 

TH!:: AGGP.ESS IVE 1~ IPULSES OF M EVI L E ~·I PI RE, TO SH1PLY 

CA LL THE ARt'1S RACE A GIANT tIl SU r-iD ERSTAND ING AND THEREBY 

REMOVE YOU RSELF FROM THE STRUGG LE BETWEEN RIGrT AND 

~I RONG , GOOD AND EV I L , 



- - -

_ 1 _
-"
~ 

, 

I ASK YOU TO RES iST THE ATTEMPTS OF THOSE WHO 

WOULD hAVE YOU WITHHOLD YOUR SUPPORT FOR THIS 

ADMI~JSTRATION'S EFFORTS TO KEEP AMERICA STRONG AND 

FREE. WHILE WE NEGOTIATE REAL AND VERIFIABLE REDUCTIO NS 

IN THE WORLD 'S NUCLEAR ARSENALS AHD ONE DAY, ,nTHGOD 'S 

HELP, T~EIR TOTA_~ ELlMIMTIUlON~._~~ _ 

WHILE AMERICA'S MILITARY STRENGTH IS IMPORTANT , 

LET ME ADI:' J-l ERE THAT I HAVE ALWAYS ~iAltnAINED THAT THE 

STRUGGLE NOW GO ING ON FOR THE WORLD WILL NEVEK BE 

DECIDED BY BOMBS OR ROCKETS, BY ARMIES OR MILITARY 

MIGHT . THE REALClI.lSIS ~iEFA:tt TODAnS A SPIRITUAL 

ON E; AT ROOT , IT IS A TE ST OF ~lO RAL wILL AND FAITH .- -----_._­
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS , THE MAN WHOSE OWN REL IG IOUS 

CONVERS ION MADE HIM A ~WITNESS u TO ONE OF THE TERRIBLE 

TRAUMAS OF OUR AGE , TH E HISS -CHAMBERS CASE, WROTE THAT 

THE CRISIS OF THE WESTERN WOR LD EXISTS TO THE DEGREE IN 

WHICH THE WEST IS IND IFFERENT TO GOD, THE DEGREE TO 

WHICH IT COLLABORATES IN COMf''iUN ISM 'S ATTEtiPT TO MAKE 
MAN STA ND ALONE wITHOUT GOD , ~R--M--LARXIS~NINISM ~ISo---------­
ACTUALLY THE SECOHD OLDEST FAITH, HE SAID, FIRST 

PROCLAIMED IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN WITH THE WORDS OF 
TEMPTATION : uYE SHALL BE AS GODS .~" _ 

THE WESTERN WORLD CAN ANSWER THIS CHALLENGE, HE 
WROTE, "EUT ON LY PROVIDED T H ~,T lTS FAITH IN GOD AND THE 

FREEDOM HE ENJOINS IS AS GREAT AS COMMUNIS~'S FAITH IN 
MAN ," 
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I BELI EVE ~E SHALL RISE TO THIS CHAL LEN GE; I 

BEL IEVE THAT Cor~UNISM IS ANOTHER SAD. BIZARRE CHAPTER 

IN HUMAN HISTORY "HOSE LAST PAGES EVEN_NOW ~RE BE ING 
WRITTEN. I BELIEVE THIS BECAUSE THE SOURCE OF OUR 

STRENGTH IN THE QUEST FOR HU~AN FREEDO~ IS NOT MATER IAL 

BUT SPIR ITUAL AND . BECAUSE IT \(f.OIoiS NO LI MITAT ION. IT 

MUST TERRIFY AND ULTIMATELY TR IUMPH OVER THOSE ~HO 

I.'OULD ENSLAVE THE IR FELLOW f".PoN . FOR . INTHE ~OR D S OF 

ISAlAH: 

HHE GIVETH POWER TO THE FAINT; ANDTO TH EM TH AT 

HAVE NO MIGHT HE [lKREASEDSTRENGTH. , , , BUT THEY 

THAT WAIT UPON THE LORDSHALL REt/Ev: THEIR STRENGTH ; 

THEY SHALL MOUNT UP WITH WINGS AS EAGLES; THEY SH ALL 

RUN, AND NOT BE WEARY . . ."
-'THAN KYOU AND GOD BLESS YOU , 

I: Ii Ii 

/ 

, 
, . ­

J 
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