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THE PRESIDENT: Please, sit down. Well, I'm sure we all
realize there's a little change in the procedures. I'd loocked
forward to coming in here and having a little session with you and
some briefing, all wvery carefully seguestered until 9:00 tonight on
the State of the Union, but in view of the tragedy that has befallen
us, I don't think we'll do that.

I know that you're interested in Keeping up with this, as
I am aleso, to find out the extent of it and what has taken place, so
[ just wanted to say helleo and I appreciate your coming here and
maype we can do the other thing another time.

o Mr. President, can you give us your comments on the
tragedy so that we can tell the American people your words, your
thoughts?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what can you say. It's a norriole
thing that -- and all of us have witnessed it and actually seen it
take place and I just can't rid myself of tne thought of the
sacrifice and tne families that have bpeen watcning tnis also == the
families of those people onboard and what chey must pe going through
at tnis point and I'm sure all of America is more than saddened put
feels the great weight of this and wishes, as I do, that there was
sometning we could do to make it easier for those wino've suffered

. such "a loss.

Q Mr. President, what is the latest word you'we
gotten? Have you gotten any definitive word on the condition --

THE PRESIDENT: Actually, no. we have no more
information than you yourselves have and -- that are going down
chere. ~It's a case of having to wait.

Q Mr. President, do you want to see all systems halced
until we find out explicitly what happened in this tragedy?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I'm not a scientist. I do have
confidence in the people that have peen running this program and this
is the fire: .n, what is it, 506 some flignts that something of tnis
kind has hapgpened., I certainly want everything done that can e done
to find out how this could have happened and to ensure against its
happening again. But there again, I nave to say that I'm sure that
the people that have to do with this program are determined to do
that right now. And I'm guite sure also, wnen you look at the safety
measures that sometimes those of us looking on nave gotten a little
impatient with when flights have been aborted and it nasn't seemed as
if the situation -- well, it seems as if they were taking thinags too
seriously. How we know they weren't. aAnd so I'm confident that
there will be no flight until tney are absoliutely as certain as a
human being can be that it is safe.

@ Mr. President, do you chink it raises yguestions
apout having citizens aoocard the Space Shuttle?

THE PRESIDENTS: well, they're all citizens and I don't
think anyone's ever been on there that isn't a volunteer. I know
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reasons why they, or someone like theam should ve included in flignts
af this kind. So, no == that is the last frontier and the most
important frontier we have to say that the space program has been
most successful, most effective and -- I guess, we've been so
confident of it that it comes as such a tremendous shock when
something of this kind happens.

Q@ . Will you still go ahead, sir, with your message
tonight?

THE PRESIDENT: What?
Q Will you go ahead with your messngé.tdnight?

TdE PRESIDENT: Yes, I feel that we == thinéﬁ like @hat
have to go on. ;

Q Mr. President, are you afraid there'll be any public
backlash against the space program because of this tragedy? i

THE PRESIDENT: I shouldn't think so and I would
certainly do everything I could to express an opinion the other way.
You know, we don't -- we have accidents in every line of
transportation and we don't do away with those things. They've
prooably got a better safety record than we have out on the hignways.

Mr. President, will you tell us --

Q Do you think it was a mistake to put the teacher
onboard?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Do you tnink it was a mistake to put the teacher
onboard?

THE PRESIDENT: Mo. Again, as I say. tnis is a tning --
and this is what the whole space program is leading towards -- is
actual use.

Q2 Mr. President, will you tell us exactly who brought
you the pnews and exactly what you thought and said at that point?



THE PRESIDENT: We were all sitting in there, and 1 was
preparing myself for your guestione on the State of the Union Address
when the Vice President and John Poindexter came into the room. And
all they could say at the time was that they had received a flash
that the space shuttle had exploded. And we immediately went inte
the adjoining room where I have a2 TV set to get on this, because
there was no direct word and -- -except that word that had -- being
made public alsoc. And there we 'saw the replaying and saw the thing
actually happen. And it just was -- 1 say =-- a very traumatic
experience. i

Q But how dm: that effect your St.ata of the Union
speech tonight? ‘I mean, we were told you Were going 'to give an
upbeat =-- “the State of the Union is good,” you know, thlliltLU
speach. This has got 'ta cast a ‘pall -on it, -doesn't 1it?

THE ERES_ID_EHT. Yes, it sure does. And, _nurtnin-hr; there
could be no speech without mentioning this. But you can't stop
governing the Mtinu b-lr:nuu af a t:;gady of this kind. 8o, yes, one
will ccntinuu-

o mr. -Pf&_s'idant -

-Q -— philoscphically, do you take some solace in the
fact that over the yaaru the American ‘space program has bﬂm
remarkably safe, that we've not lost as many people as we've been led
to believe have been lost in the Soviet Union?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think we've all had a great pride
in that. And it is a kind.of -- well, it'd be something to cling to
right now, nlthnugh it &naln t lessen our grief at what has junt
taken place.

Q Mr. President, 'sending civilians in ‘space is .based
on the assumption that it was routine to go intoc space, that it was
now safe, even a teacher we could sand up. Do you think that .notion
has now -- ‘is now gone?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what would you -- what could you
say, other than that here was a program that had a 100-percent safety
record? The only other fatality 4id not take place in a space
shuttle. It took place in an old-type of capsule —

aQ Mr. President —
MR. BUCHAMAN: One guestion. One more guestion.

Q == 8o many children have —- you know —- been a part
of this particular space shuttle because of the teacher. And they're
doing classrooms. Can you do something to help ‘hnlp them -- Bay
something that would hilp ‘them to unﬂurltanﬂ Sl A

| THE PRESIDENT: 1 think people closer to ‘them have got to

‘be doing that. As I say, l:he world is a hazardous place, nhmyl ‘has -

been, in pioneering. ‘And we've always known that there are picneers
that give their lives out there on the frontier. And now this has
happened. It probably ie more of a shock to -- to all of us because
of the fact that -we see it ha.ppln now and -- thanke to the media --
not just hearing about it as 1f something that happened miles away.
But I think -- I think those that have to do with them and -- must,
at the same time, make it plnin to them that life does go on and --
and you don't hnck up ;n& quit ‘some worthwhile endeavor hur:.muse of

tragldy. ¢
a Da yml hmrt lu:ly -

MR, nucamm: Ve g:-t some folks in ttm mrnl Oft':.:- ‘Ehat
are waiting --

THE PRESIDENT: Oh.



o Bir, do you have any special thoughte about Christa
McAuliffe, who, I think it was in this room, was named ae the ‘Eirnt
teacher? What are your thoughts about her tnday? i

TH!..PREEIDHT: I can't get out of my wind her .hulhnnd
and her children. But then that's true of the families of khe 5=
others. Theirs probably more so because the families of the ‘gﬂnrg"
had been a part of this whole program and knew that . thuy ﬂgt!-« A
hazardous .ﬂm:npatinn ‘But -knowina that they were there .
.-thl.- ju.-t. il - wl‘.l.. !D'I.II hurt gm- out to them. -
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