Document One AL

(NOONAN) WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984
POINTE DU HOC

WE ARE HERE TO MARK THAT DAY IN HISTORY
WHEN THE ALLIED ARMIES JOINED IN BATTLE TO
RECLAIM THIS CONTINENT TO LIBERTY. FOR
4 LONG YEARS, MUCH OF EUROPE HAD BEEN UNDER
A TERRIBLE SHADOW. FREE NATIONS HAD FALLEN,
JEWS CRIED OUT IN THE CAMPS, MILLIONS CRIED
OUT FOR LIBERATION. EUROPE WAS ENSLAVED,
AND THE WORLD PRAYED FOR ITS RESCUE. HERE,
IN NORMANDY, THE RESCUE BEGAN. HERE THE
ALLIES STOOD, AND FOUGHT AGAINST TYRANNY IN
A GIANT UNDERTAKING UNPARALLELED IN HUMAN
HISTORY,

WE STAND ON A LONELY, WINDSWEPT POINT
ON THE NORTHERN SHORE OF FRANCE. THE AIR IS
SOFT, BUT, 40 YEARS AGO AT THIS MOMENT, THE
AIR WAS DENSE WITH SMOKE AND THE CRIES OF
MEN; THE AIR WAS FILLED WITH THE CRACK OF
RIFLE FIRE AND THE ROAR OF CANNON,
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AT DAWN ON THE MORNING OF THE &6TH OF JUNE,
194y, 225 AMERICAN RANGERS JUMPED OFF THE
BRITISH LANDING CRAFT AND RAN TO THE BOTTOM
OF THESE CLIFFS. THEIR MISSION WAS ONE OF
THE MOST DIFFICULT AND DARING OF THE
INVASION: TO CLIMB THESE SHEER AND DESOLATE
CLIFFS AND TAKE OUT THE ENEMY GUNS,

THE ALLIES HAD BEEN TOLD THAT SOME OF THE
MIGHTIEST OF THOSE GUNS WERE HERE, AND THEY
WOULD BE TRAINED ON THE BEACHES TO STOP THE
ALLIED ADVANCE,

THE RANGERS LOOKED UP AND SAW THE ENEMY
SOLDIERS AT THE EDGE OF THE CLIFFS SHOOTING
DOWN AT THEM WITH MACHINE GUNS AND THROWING
GRENADES. AND THE AMERICAN RANGERS BEGAN TO
CLIMB., THEY SHOT ROPE LADDERS OVER THE FACE
OF THESE CLIFFS AND BEGAN TO PULL THEMSELVES
UP. WHEN ONE RANGER FELL., ANOTHER WOULD
TAKE HIS PLACE; WHEN ONE ROPE WAS CUT, A

RANGER WOULD GRAB ANOTHER AND BEGIN HIS
CLIMB AGAIN,
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THEY CLIMBED, SHOT BACK, AND HELD THEIR
FOOTING; SOON, ONE BY ONE, THE RANGERS
PULLED THEMSELVES OVER THE TOP -- AND IN
SEIZING THE FIRM LAND AT THE TOP OF THESE
CLIFFS THEY BEGAN TO SEIZE BACK THE
CONTINENT OF EUROPE.

225 CAME HERE, AFTER TWO DAYS OF
FIGHTING, ONLY S0 COULD STILL BEAR ARMS.

BEHIND ME IS A MEMORIAL THAT SYMBOLIZES
THE RANGER DAGGERS THAT WERE THRUST INTO THE
TOP OF THESE CLIFFS., AND BEFORE ME ARE THE
MEN WHO PUT THEM THERE,

THESE ARE THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC,
THESE ARE THE MEN WHO TOOK THE CLIFFS,
THESE ARE THE CHAMPIONS WHO HELPED FREE A
CONTINENT; THESE ARE THE HEROES WHO HELPED
END A WAR.
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GENTLEMEN, I LOOK AT YOU AND I THINK OF
THE WORDS OF STEPHEN SPENDER’s POEM, YoU
ARE MEN WHO IN YOUR “LIVES FOUGHT FOR
LIFE...AND LEFT THE VIVID AIR SIGNED WITH
YOUR HONOR. "

I THINK T KNOW WHAT YOU MAY BE THINKING
RIGHT NOW: “WE WERE JUST PART OF A BIGGER
EFFORT; EVERYONE WAS BRAVE THAT DAY.”

EVERYONE WAS. DO YOU REMEMBER THE
STORY OF BILL MILLIN OF THE 51sT
HIGHLANDERS? FORTY YEARS AGO TODAY, BRITISH
TROOPS WERE PINNED DOWN NEAR A BRIDGE,
WAITING DESPERATELY FOR HELP. SUDDENLY,
THEY HEARD THE SOUND OF BAGPIPES, AND SOME
THOUGHT IT WAS A DREAM. IT WASN'T. THEY
LOOKED UP AND SAW BILL MILLIN WITH HIS
BAGPIPES, LEADING THE REINFORCEMENTS, AND
IGNORING THE SMACK OF THE BULLETS INTO THE
GROUND AROUND HIM,
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LORD LOVAT WAS WITH HIM -- LORD LOVAT OF
SCOTLAND, WHO CALMLY ANNOUNCED WHEN HE GOT
TO THE BRIDGE: SORRY I'M A FEW MINUTES
LATE, AS IF HE'D BEEN DELAYED BY A TRAFFIC
JAM -- WHEN IN TRUTH HE'D JUST COME FROM THE
BLOODY FIGHTING ON SWORD BEACH, WHICH HE AND
HIS MEN HAD JUST TAKEN.

THERE WAS THE IMPOSSIBLE VALOR OF THE
POLES, WHO THREW THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE
ENEMY AND THE REST OF EUROPE AS THE INVASION
TOOK HOLD, AND THE UNSURPASSED COURAGE OF
THE CANADIANS, WHO HAD ALREADY SEEN THE
HORRORS OF WAR ON THIS COAST, THEY KNEW
WHAT AWAITED THEM HERE, BUT THEY WOULD NOT
BE DETERRED; ONCE THEY HIT JUNO BEACH, THEY
NEVER LOOKED BACK,
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ALL OF THESE MEN WERE PART OF A
ROLLCALL OF HONOR, WITH NAMES THAT SPOKE OF
A PRIDE AS BRIGHT AS THE COLORS THEY BORE:
THE ROYAL WINNIPEG RIFLES, POLAND's 24TH
LANCERS, THE ROYAL SCOTS FUSILIERS,

THE SCREAMING EAGLES, THE YEOMEN OF
ENGLANDs ARMOURED DIVISIONS, THE FORCES OF
FREE FRANCE, THE COAST GUARD's "“MATCHBOX
FLEET” ...AND YOU, THE AMERICAN RANGERS,

FORTY SUMMERS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE
BATTLE YOU FOUGHT HERE. YOU WERE YOUNG THE
DAY YOU TOOK THESE CLIFFS -- SOME OF YoU
WERE HARDLY MORE THAN BOYS, WITH THE DEEPEST
JOYS OF LIFE BEFORE YOU. YET YOU RISKED
EVERYTHING HERE. WHY? WHY DID YOU DO IT?
WHAT IMPELLED YOU TO PUT ASIDE THE INSTINCT
FOR SELF-PRESERVATION AND RISK YOUR LIVES TO
TAKE THESE CLIFFS? WHAT INSPIRED ALL THE
MEN OF THE ARMIES THAT MET HERE?
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WE LOOK AT YOU, AND SOMEHOW WE KNOW THE
ANSWER,

IT WAS FAITH AND BELIEF; IT WAS LOYALTY
AND LOVE.

THE MEN OF NORMANDY HAD FAITH THAT WHAT
THEY WERE DOING WAS RIGHT, FAITH THAT THEY
FOUGHT FOR ALL HUMANITY, FAITH THAT A JUST
GOD WOULD GRANT THEM MERCY ON THIS
BEACHHEAD -- OR ON THE NEXT, IT WAS THE
DEEP KNOWLEDGE -- AND PRAY GOD WE HAVE NOT
LOST IT -- THAT THERE IS A PROFOUND, MORAL
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE USE OF FORCE FOR
LIBERATION AND THE USE OF FORCE FOR
CONQUEST. THEY WERE HERE TO LIBERATE,
NOT TO CONQUER, AND SO THEY DID NOT DOUBT
THEIR CAUSE. AND THEY WERE RIGHT NOT TO
DOUBT.
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THEY KNEW SOME THINGS ARE WORTH DYING
FOR: ONE’s COUNTRY IS WORTH DYING FOR; AND
DEMOCRACY IS WORTH DYING FOR, BECAUSE IT IS
THE MOST DEEPLY HONORABLE FORM OF GOVERNMENT
EVER DEVISED BY MAN. THEY LOVED LIBERTY;
THEY WERE WILLING TO FIGHT TYRANNY;

THEY KNEW THE PEOPLE OF THEIR COUNTRIES WERE
BEHIND THEM,

THE AMERICANS WHO FOUGHT HERE THAT
MORNING KNEW WORD OF THE INVASION WAS
SPREADING THROUGH THE DARKNESS BACK HOME,
THEY FELT IN THEIR HEARTS, THOUGH THEY COULD
NOT KNOW IN FACT, THAT IN GEORGIA THEY WERE
FILLING THE CHURCHES AT 4 A.M., IN KANSAS
THEY WERE KNEELING ON THEIR PORCHES AND
PRAYING, AND IN PHILADELPHIA THEY WERE
RINGING THE LIBERTY BELL.
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SOMETHING ELSE HELPED THE MEN OF D-DAY:
THEIR ROCKHARD BELIEF THAT PROVIDENCE WOULD
HAVE A GREAT HAND IN THE EVENTS THAT WOULD
UNFOLD HERE; THAT GOD WAS AN ALLY IN THIS
GREAT CAUSE. AND, SO, THE NIGHT BEFORE THE
INVASION, WHEN COLONEL WOLVERTON ASKED HIS
PARACHUTE TROOPS TO KNEEL WITH HIM IN PRAYER
HE TOLD THEM: DO NOT BOW YOUR HEADS BUT
LOOK UP SO YOU CAN SEE GOD AND ASK HIS
BLESSING IN WHAT WE ARE ABOUT TO DO,

ALSO THAT NIGHT, GENERAL MATTHEW RIDGWAY LAY
ON HIS COT, LISTENING IN THE DARKNESS FOR
THE PROMISE GOD MADE TO JOSHUA: “I WILL NOT
FAIL THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE.”

THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT IMPELLED
THEM; THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT SHAPED THE
UNITY OF THE ALLIES.,

WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER, THERE WERE LIVES
TO BE REBUILT AND GOVERNMENTS TO BE RETURNED
TO THE PEOPLE. THERE WERE NATIONS TO BE
REBORN.
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ABOVE ALL., THERE WAS A NEW PEACE TO BE
ASSURED, THESE WERE HUGE AND DAUNTING
TASKS, BUT THE ALLIES SUMMONED STRENGTH
FROM THE FAITH, BELIEF, LOYALTY AND LOVE OF
THOSE WHO FELL HERE. THEY REBUILT A NEW
EUROPE TOGETHER.

THERE WAS FIRST A GREAT RECONCILIATION
AMONG THOSE WHO HAD BEEN ENEMIES, ALL OF
WHOM HAD SUFFERED SO GREATLY. THE UNITED
STATES DID ITS PART, CREATING THE MARSHALL
PLAN TO HELP REBUILD OUR ALLIES AND OUR
FORMER ENEMIES., THE MARSHALL PLAN LED TO
THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE -- A GREAT ALLIANCE
THAT SERVES TO THIS DAY AS OUR SHIELD FOR
FREEDOM, FOR PROSPERITY, AND FOR PEACE.

IN SPITE OF OUR GREAT EFFORTS AND
SUCCESSES, NOT ALL THAT FOLLOWED THE END OF
THE WAR WAS HAPPY, OR PLANNED. SOME
LIBERATED COUNTRIES WERE LOST,
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THE GREAT SADNESS OF THIS LOSS ECHOES DOWN
TO OUR OWN TIME IN THE STREETS OF WARSAW,
PRAGUE, AND EAST BERLIN. THE SOVIET TROOPS
THAT CAME TO THE CENTER OF THIS CONTINENT
DID NOT LEAVE WHEN PEACE CAME. THEY ARE
STILL THERE, UNINVITED, UNWANTED,
UNYIELDING, ALMOST 4O YEARS AFTER THE WAR,

BECAUSE OF THIS, ALLIED FORCES STILL
STAND ON THIS CONTINENT. TODAY, AS 40 YEARS
AGO, OUR ARMIES ARE HERE FOR ONLY ONE
PURPOSE -- TO PROTECT AND DEFEND DEMOCRACY.
THE ONLY TERRITORIES WE HOLD ARE MEMORIALS
LIKE THIS ONE AND THE GRAVEYARDS WHERE OUR
HEROES REST,

WE IN AMERICA HAVE LEARNED BITTER
LESSONS FROM TWO WORLD WARS: IT IS BETTER
TO BE HERE, READY TO PROTECT THE PEACE, THAN
TO TAKE BLIND SHELTER ACROSS THE SEA,

RUSHING TO RESPOND ORKLY AFTER FREEDOM IS
LOST.
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WE HAVE LEARNED THAT ISOLATIONISM NEVER WAS
AND NEVER WILL BE AN ACCEPTABLE RESPONSE TO
TYRANNICAL GOVERNMENTS WITH EXPANSIONIST
INTENT,

BUT WE TRY ALWAYS TO BE PREPARED FOR
PEACE; PREPARED TO DETER AGGRESSION;
PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE THE REDUCTION OF ARMS;
AND, YES, PREPARED TO REACH OUT AGAIN IN THE
SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION,

IN TRUTH, THERE IS NO RECONCILIATION WE
WOULD WELCOME MORE THAN A RECONCILIATION
WITH THE SOVIET UNION, SO, TOGETHER, WE CAN
LESSEN THE RISKS OF WAR, NOW AND FOREVER.

IT IS FITTING TO REMEMBER HERE THE
GREAT LOSSES ALSO SUFFERED BY THE RUSSIAN
PEOPLE DURING WORLD WAR II: 20 MILLION
PERISHED, A TERRIBLE PRICE THAT TESTIFIES TO
ALL THE WORLD THE NECESSITY OF AVOIDING WAR.
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1 TELL YOU FROM MY HEART THAT WE IN THE
UNITED STATES DO NOT WANT WAR. WE WANT TO
WIPE FROM THE FACE OF THE EARTH THE TERRIBLE
WEAPONS MAN NOW HAS IN HIS HANDS. I TELL
YOU WE ARE READY TO SEIZE THAT BEACHHEAD --
BUT THERE MUST BE SOME SIGN FROM THE SOVIET
UNION THAT THEY ARE WILLING TO MOVE FORWARD,
THAT THEY SHARE OUR DESIRE AND LOVE FOR
PEACE, THAT THEY WILL GIVE UP THE WAYS OF
CONQUEST. THERE MUST BE A CHANGING THERE
THAT WILL ALLOW US TO TURN OUR HOPE INTO
ACTION,

WE WILL PRAY FOREVER THAT SOME DAY THAT
CHANGING WILL COME. BUT FOR NOW,
PARTICULARLY TODAY, IT IS GOOD AND FITTING
TO RENEW OUR COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER,

TO OUR FREEDOM, AND TO THE ALLIANCE THAT
PROTECTS IT.

WE ARE BOUND TODAY BY WHAT BOUND US
40 YEARS AGO, THE SAME LOYALTIES,
TRADITIONS, AND BELIEFS.
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AND WE ARE BOUND BY REALITY: THE STRENGTH
OF AMERICA's ALLIES IS VITAL TO THE UNITED
STATES, AND THE AMERICAN SECURITY GUARANTEE
IS ESSENTIAL TO THE CONTINUED FREEDOM OF
EUROPE’s DEMOCRACIES. WE WERE WITH YOU
THEN; WE ARE WITH YOU NOW. YOUR HOPES ARE
OUR HOPES, AND YOUR DESTINY IS OUR DESTINY,

HERE, IN THIS PLACE WHERE THE WEST HELD
TOGETHER, LET US MAKE A VOW TO OUR DEAD.

LET US SHOW THEM BY OUR ACTIONS THAT WE
UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY DIED FOR; LET OUR
ACTIONS SAY TO THEM THE WORDS FOR WHICH
MATTHEW RIDGWAY LISTENED: “I WILL NOT FAIL
THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE.”

STRENGTHENED BY THEIR COURAGE,
HEARTENED BY THEIR VALOR, AND BORNE BY THEIR
MEMORY, LET US CONTINUE TO STAND FOR THE
IDEALS FOR WHICH THEY LIVED AND DIED,

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH,
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