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SYSTEM II 

June 28, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Alerting NSC on Presidential Correspondence 

An English translation of the attached letter 
from President Ceausescu of Romania to Prssident 
Reagan was transmitted by telegram (Bucharest 4818) 
on June 8. The letter was in response to President 
Reagan's June 1 letter to President Ceausescu, which 
had been given to Romanian Ambassador Malitza by 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Mark Palmer as part of 
an agreed exchange of letters between the United 
States and Romania. As such, it requires no response. 

90671 add-on 



(Seal) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LSNO. 109890 
EF 
Romanian 

Bucharest, May , 1983 
The President of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania 

Dear Mr. President: 

In the last 15 years Romanian-American relations have 

developed and have greatly expanded, especiall¥ in recent times. 

In the spirit of the principles inscribed in the Joint 

Statement signed with President Nixon in December 1973 and in 

the other Romanian-American documents signed at the highest 

level in 1975 and 1978 and of the Romanian-American Agreement 

on Trade Relations, Romania and the U.S.A. will work for the 

continued development of Romanian-American relations in the 

interest of the two peoples and of peace and international 

cooperation. 

Relations between Romania and the U.S.A. are based on 

equality of rights, respect for the principles of independence 

and national sovereignty, and non-interference in internal affairs. 

In the framework of its general policy Romania will continue 

to solve humanitarian problems on the basis of reciprocal trust 

and good will. Romania is completely in agree ment with the under-

standing expressed in your letter that, with a view to continuing 

His Excellency 
Ronald Reagan, 

President of the 
United States of America, 

White House, Washington, D.C. 
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and stimulating economic relations and cooperation in production 

between the two countries, Romania will not require those granted 

permission to go abroad permanently to reimburse the state for 

the expenses of their education, as stipulated in Decree 402. 

At the same time, although Romania will not create economic 

or procedural obstacles to permanent departures, it would like 

to emphasize that it does not encourage the permanent departure 

of Romanian citizens from their homeland, since that creates 

many social and humanitarian problems. 

Motivated by the joint desire to develop even stronger 

bilateral relations of friendship and cooperation between the 

two States, the Romanian Government agrees that both parties will 

encourage the expansion of trade relations and that, within this 

framework, the United States and Romania will encourage -- in 

accordance with their laws and regulations -- the development of 

cooperation i n production, e xpansion of imports and exports and 

the development of Romanian-American economic cooperation in general. 

In general, Romania will endeavor to give a renewed stimulus 

to Roma nian-American economic r e lations and notes that the U.S.A. 

will do likewise. 

Romania is p repared to discuss continuation of economic 

cooperation with the United States in the context of the ne x t 

mee ting of the Joint Economic Commission, which will be held in 

the fall of 1983. 

Ve ry since r e ly yours, 

/s/ N. Ce ausescu 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8319081 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W a s h,ngt ori . DC . 20 ~70 

June 23, 1983 

Mr. Robe.rt :M. K;i.mmitt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from President Nicholae Ceausescu of Romania 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on June 23, 1983. 

a~r:iPs~u 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 

t 
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U.S LETTE R 

The United States values its relationship with Romania and 

wishes to resolve all important bilateral questions in the 

spirit of existing agreements between the two countries and of 

the principles set forth in the U.S.-Romanian Joint Declaration 

of December 1973, and on the basis of national sovereignty and 

independence, mutual respect and non-interference in internal 

affairs. 

The U.S. understands that Romania will continue to resolve 

all emigration and other humanitarian questions on the basis of 
..,. 

mutual trust and good will and that in order for both sides to 

continue and stimulate the economic relations and industrial 

cooperation between the two countries, Romania will not require 

those who receive approval to emigrate to reimburse the State 

for their education costs, as stipulated in Decree 402. The 

United States further understands that Romania will not create 

any economic or procedural barriers to definitive departures. 

On this basis, the President intends to recommend to Congress 

and actively to support the continuation of Romania's 

Most-Favored-Nation tarif~ status and will consider 

recommending to Congress at an appropriate future time the 

extension of Most-Favored-Nation treatment to Romania on a 

multi-year basis. 



The United State s supports the right of free emigration, 

enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Hu man Rights and 

other international documents. As a general principle, 

however, the United States does not seek to influence 

individuals in their decisions on whether or not to emigrate 

from the country of their residence. 

Based on the des~~~ further to develop relations of 

friendship and cooperation between the two states, in the 

spirit of the Romanian-American Trade Agreement, and for the 

mutual benefit of both states, it is the understanding of the 

United States that both governments intend -- consistent with 

their laws and regulations -- to encourage trade and economic 

cooperation in industry and agriculture. In this regard and 

consistent with its laws and regulations, the US recognizes the 

importance of processing export licenses as expeditiously as 

possible, assisting American companies investing in Romania, 

encouraging Romanian investments and purchases in the United 

States, and extending the preferential treatment . provided by 

the US Generalized System of Preferences. Overall, the U.S. 

and Romania will endeavor to give a new impetus to 

U.S.-Romanian economic ·relations. 

The United States is prepared to discuss continued economic 

cooperation with Romania in the context of the next Joint 

Economic Commission meeting, to take place in the fall of 1983. 



ROMANIAN LETTER 

The last 15 years have experienced the development and the 

extensive growth of Romanian-American relations, especially in 

the last period of time. 

In the spirit of the principles set forth in the Joint 

Declaration signed with Presid~nt Richard Nixon in December 

1973 and in other Romanian-American documents signed at the 

highest level in 1975 and 1978 and of the Romanian-American 

Trade Agreement, Romania and the United States will take action 

for the continuous development of Romanian-American relations, 

in the interest of the two peoples, of peace and international 

cooperation. 

Relations between Romania and the United States are founded 

on equality of rights, on the observance of the principles of 

national independence and sovereignty and non-interference in 

internal affairs. 

Within the framework of its general policy, Romania will 

continue to resolve emigration and other humanitarian questions 

on the basis of mutual trust and goodwill. Rom~nia is in full 

accord with the understandings expressed in President Reagan's 

letter of , and that in order for both sides to continue 



and to stimulate economic relations and industrial cooperation, 

Romania will not require those who receive approval to emigrate 

to reimburse the State for their education costs, as stipulated 

in Decree 402. At- the __ s.axne time, while Romania will not create 

any economic or procedural barriers to definitive departures, 

it wishes to underline that it does not encourage definitive 

departures, which in its view create many social and 

humanitarian problems. 

On the basis of the common desire even more strongly to 

develop bilateral relations of friendship and cooperation 

between ~he two states, the Romanian Government understands 

that both sides will encourage the increase of trade exchanges 

and, in this framework, that the United States and Romania will 

-- consistent with their laws and regulations -- encourage the 

development of industrial cooperation, the flow of imports and 

exports, and the development of Romanian-American economic 

cooperation in general. 

Romani~ is prepared to discuss continued economic 

cooperation with the United States in the context of the next 

Joint Economic Commission meeting, to take place in the fall of 

1983. 

ll 
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United States Department, £ 

Subject: 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 8, 1983 yhAT o<J-, 
- /5 

-llMITEt OFFICIAL BSE -

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Proposed Response to Romanian President 
Ceausescu's letter to President Reagan 

Attached is a proposed response to Romanian President 
Ceausescu's letter on INF and other military issues. 

Attachments: 
1. Proposed response. 
2. Incoming correspondence. 

-- - ----

Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

( LIMITED OfflCIAL USE ,,) {Ii ( \. / 
---- --- ,\\~\l 1 



Suggested Draft 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of August 19. I want to assure 

you that the American people share the concerns of the Romanian 

people for effective arms control and increased security in 

Europe. I wish to stress my personal commitment to the deepest 

possible reductions in nuclear and conventional forces. 

The United States and its Allies seek to preserve and 

strengthen peace in Europe by deterring aggression and by 

preserving cooperative relations among all states. For more 

than 30 years NATO has made clear in word and deed that its 

purposes are purely defensive and that it will maintain only 

those defensive forces necessary to fulfill its strategy of 

deterrence. The United States and its Allies have, at the same 

time, vigorously sought to improve stability and security in 

Europe through substantial, equitable, and verifiable 

agreements to limit and reduce military forces. 

I thus would like to address the suggestions in your letter 

for a postponement of the deployment of U.S. intermediate-range 

nuclear (INF) missiles in Europe, a freeze on military 

spending, and establishment of nuclear free zones in Europe. 

The U.S. and its NATO Allies decided in 1979 that it was 

necessary to address a growing imbalance of military forces in 

His Excellency Nicolae Ceausescu, 

President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, 

Bucharest. 
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Europe caused by a massive and unwarrranted Soviet build-up in 

longer-range INF missiles aimed at NATO. While NATO made clear 

its determination to deploy deterrent systems of its own if 

necessary, the NATO Allies also offered to seek an arms control 

agreement that would eliminate or at least significantly reduce 

these systems to equal levels on a global basis. The 

negotiations began in late 1981. 

The United States, in consultation with its Allies, has 

made far-reaching offers in these negotiations: we have 

proposed the total elimination of the entire category of U.S. 

and Soviet land-based longer-range intermediate-range nuclear 

missiles. As a step toward this goal, the United States has 

proposed an interim agreement that would achieve equal, 

substantially reduced levels of such systems on a global 

basis. The United States and its Allies also have stated 

repeatedly their willingness to consider any serious 

alternative proposals that meet the security concerns which 

prompted their 1979 NATO decision. Unfortunately, the Soviet 

Union has yet to accept either of the u.s. proposals or to 

advance one of their own that takes into account NATO's 

security. 

It is my most fervent wish that the Geneva INF negotiations 

make rapid progress toward an equitable and verifiable 

agreement that would, at a minimum, substantially reduce 

__LlMlIEUHGMHSE 



ll-~~C~L .• · . =-- :-:-= 

- 3 - \'~ 

nuclear forces in Europe. I am convinced that a delay in NATO 

deployments would eliminate any possibility of such progress. 

It would remove any incentive for the Soviet Union to negotiate 

seriously. Moreover, it 'would perpetuate the tension arising 

from the threatening Soviet monopoly in longer-range 

intermediate-range nuclear missiles. 

A freeze on military spending, by itself, would also 

perpetuate, and perhaps aggravate, military imbalances that 

undermine collective deterrence. As you know, however, the 

United States has been working with other states in the United 

Nations to develop standard guidelines for comparing and 

reporting military expenditures. We will continue this effort 

and urge other states which have not done so to join in this 

endeavor. 

The United States has long recognized that nuclear weapons 

free zones which take account of existing security situations 

and defensive arrangements may enhance security in certain 

regions of the world. However, the United States and its 

Allies have long expressed their concerns that a nuclear 

weapons free zone in all or part of Europe would not meet these 

criteria. A nuclear weapons free zone there would not take 

account of the existing security situation, since it would not 

constrain the threat to such zones from Soviet nuclear weapons 

adjacent to it. Indeed, such zones could well undermine rather 
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than enhance security. I believe that a more practical and 

effective goal is substantial reductions in the strate<3ic and 

theater nuclear arsenals of both sides. 

Despite the differences in our views on some European 

security issues, I appreciate your interest and concern about 

this problem which is of vital interest to all of us. I value 

the private exchanges of views on this and many other issues 

which we maintain with you and and other members of your 

government. I believe that the continuation of such diplomatic 

dialogue is in the interest of both of our countries and 

peoples. Vice President Bush will be prepared to discuss 

European security and other issues of mutual interest with you 

when he visits Bucharest on my behalf later in September. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

ilk~IHD BfffGW. USE 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
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Text of Letter on INF from Romanian President 
Ceausescu to President Reagan 

Attached is an informal translation of a message from 
Romanian President Ceausescu on deployment of the new 
intermediate range missiles in Europe. We have been 
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Soviet First Secretary Andropov, will be published in 
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Bucharest, August 19, 1983 

Esteemed Mr. President, 

The Romanian people, like all European peoples, is 

profoundly preoccupied at the possibility of beginning the 

deployment of new intermediate range missiles in Europe, which 

would create an especially grave situation, in Europe and in 

the world, would open the way for an intensification of the 

arms race, would increase the danger of war, and in the first 

instance nuclear war, and would put in peril all European 

peoples and the existence of life itself and of human 

civilization. 

Having in mind your commitments and declarations according 

to which the United States of America is for the reduction and 

the elimination of nuclear arms in Europe, I consider that it 

is necessary to do everything to conclude with success this 

year the Soviet-American negotiations at Geneva regarding 

intermediate range missiles, which would correspond to the 

interests and burning aspirations of the European peoples and 

the American people and would have profound positive 

implications in actual international life. 



Sharing with you my concern with the fact that until now no '7-~ 

progress has been registered in the Soviet-American 

neogitations at Geneva, I appreciate that there is still time, 

through new efforts, through negotiations carried out in a 

spirit of cooperation and acting with complete responsibility 

both by one party and the other, to arrive quickly at a 

suitable agreement which will assure the halting of the 

deployment of new rockets and the withdrawal and destruction of 

those existing, as an intermediate measure on the path of 

freeing the continent of all nuclear arms. As long as the 

negotiations are in progress and as long as there exists even a 

small chance of halting the deployment of the new rockets, it 

is necessary to do everything for the success of the 

Soviet-American negotiations at Geneva. 

In the case that one will not arrive at an agreement in the 

framework of these negotiations until the end of this year, 

Romania considers that it would be necessary to do everything 

to arrive at an understanding that the NATO decision regarding 

the deployment of new intermediate range missiles should be put 

off at least until the end of 1984 or the beginning of 1985. 

This would give the possibility of continuing negotiations and 

concluding them with positive results and would demonstrate the 

desire not only of the U.S. but also of the USSR of responding 



to the expectations and interests of the European peoples and 

of the peoples of the world and of peace, trust, and security 

on the continent. In the period of continuing the 

negotiations, the USSR would give guarantees, in the sense of 

prior declarations, that it will halt the deployment of new 

intermediate range missiles and their modernization and will 

reduce unilaterlally a part of those located in the European 

zone of the USSR. 

In circumstances in which an agreement in this regard is 

not arrived at, Romania considers that it would be possible to 

have in mind at least that intermediate range missiles not be 

deployed on the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the Democratic Republic of Germany, the Socialist Republic of 

Czechoslovakia, and other states as an intermediate measure, 

until achieving a final understanding regarding imtermediate 

range missies in Europe. 

Romania considers that until the complete freeing of Europe 

of any form of nulcear weapons, it would have great 

significance to create a denuclearization zone on the 

continent. In this spirit, one is inclined to act in support 

of efforts to create a denuclearized zone in the Balkans, in 

Northern Europe and in other parts of the continent as an 

integral part of the process of achieving disarmament and 

security on the continent. 



Romania proposes that the U.S. and the USSR adopt uniltaral 30 

decisions to freeze military expenditures for the next two 

years at 1983 levels and in this period to develop negotiations 

to pass on to reducing military expenditures. Such a measure 

would have a great political importance, would not affect the 

security of any of the parts (of Europe), would respond to the 

interests of the peoples, and would contribute to the climate 

of international trust and security. 

Even in the actual international circumstances, it is still 

necessary that all times one should show a spirit of initiative 

and adopt new measures which will lead to the reduction of 

international tensions, to the halting of the arms race, and in 

the first instance of nuclear arms, and to the strengthening of 

policies of peace, detente, and international cooperation~ 

I express the conviction in the spirit of the appeal that I 

address to you in the name of the Romanian people and in my own 

name, sir, that the United States will do everything to 

conclude successfully the Soviet-American negotiations at 

Geneva, to halt the escalation of nuclear arms in Europe, to 

arrive at concrete measures for nuclear disarmament on the 

continent, which represents a vital desire of all European 

peoples and of all peoples and would contribute to the 

relaxation and improvement of the climate of international life. 



I use this occasion to express my conviction that acting in 

the spirit of understandings and documents agreed on at the 

highest level between our states, the bilateral relations 

between our two countries and peoples will expand continuously 

and at the same time, the cooperation in the interest of 

policies of peace, disarmament, collaboration and respect for 

the national independence of all peoples will intensify. 

With special consideration, 

N. Ceausescu 
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__:::::;" September 12, 1983 

ACTION I 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 51GNED 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Response to Romanian President Ceausescu's Letter 

Romanian President Ceausescu sent you and Andropov identical 
messages on the deployment of the new intermediate range missiles 
in Europe. Specifically, his letter (Tab B) poses the following 
suggestions: a postponement of the deployment of U.S. 
intermediate range nuclear missiles in Europe, a freeze on 
mi l itary spending and the establishment of nuclear free zones in 
Europe. Your reply (Tab A) reaffirms our policy that (a) it is 
necessary to offset the growing military imbalance of military 
forces in Europe caused by the massive and unwarranted Soviet 
build-up in longer-range INF missiles; (b) a freeze on military 
spending can exacerbate military imbalances that undermine 
collective deterrence; and (c) a nuclear weapons free zone would 
not take account of the existing security situation. Vice 
President Bush will discuss these European security issues with 
President Ceausescu when he visits Romania on September 18 - 19. 

Speechwriters have cleared the text. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK No 

/(62 That you sign the letter to Romanian President 
Ceausescu at Tab A. 

Prepared by: 
Paula Dobriansky 

Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Proposed letter to President Ceausescu of Romania 
Incoming letter from Romanian President Ceausescu 

eeNF-I-9-E-NTIAL ~ 
Declassify on: OADR 

cc Vi ce President 

37 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

September 9, 1983 

ACTION IIGN!D 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 
~') 

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY ' 

SUBJECT: Response to Romanian President Ceausescu's Letter 

Romanian President Ceausescu sent the President a message 
(Tab B) on the deployment of the new intermediate range missiles 
in Europe. An identical letter was also addressed to Andropov. 
Specifically, President Ceausescu's letter poses the following 
suggestions: a postponement of the deployment of U.S. 
intermediate range nuclear missiles in Europe, a freeze on 
military spending and the establishment of nuclear free zones in 
Europe. 

The President's reply (Tab A) reaffirms our position that: (a) it 
is necessary to offset the growing imbalance of military forces 
in Europe caused by the massive and unwarranted Soviet build-up 
in longer-range INF missiles; (b) a freeze on military spending 
can exacerbate military imbalances that undermine collective 
deterrence; and (c) a nuclear weapons free zone would not take 
account of the existing security situation. 

A memorandum to the President is attached at Tab I. The 
President's letter should be signed as soon as possibleso that 
it can be dispatched by State to Embassy Bucharest before the 
Vice President arrives in Romania on September 18 - 19. 

Speechwriters have cleared the text. 
~-{ ~~ ~ 

Sven Kraemer, Bob Linhard and Peter Sommer concur. 

RECOr-1..MENDATION 

That you forward the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Approve -------- Disapprove ---------
Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A 
Tab B 

~ 
Declassify on: OADR 

Proposed response to President Ceausescu 
Incoming letter from President Ceausescu, 

August 19, 19 8 3 C' .,.._. .., . .., -1::'J 
S£c.3. ' • I"\ > _ mended 

Wnit!l ! , .. 11 , 006 
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Subject: 

XR-8325785 
U nited States Department of State 

Tflas hington , D.C. 20520 

September 8, 1983 

---LIMITftffle1At11Sr-

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Proposed Response to Romanian President 
Ceausescu's letter to President Reagan 

Attached is a proposed response to Romanian President 
Ceausescu's letter on INF and other military issues. 

Attachments: 
1. Proposed response. 
2. Incoming correspondence . 

Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

([l~1~f9FF1c1Al u~-) .~ 
- i 1\\~\-1 



Suggested Draft 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of August 19. I want to assure 

you that the American people share the concerns of the Romanian 

people for effective arms control and increased security in 

Europe. I wish to stress my personal commitment to the deepest 

possible reductions in nuclear and conventional forces. 

The United States and its Allies seek to preserve and 

strengthen peace in Europe by deterring aggression and by 

preserving cooperative relations among all states. For more 

than 30 years,NATO has made clear in word and deed that its 

purposes are purely defensive and that it will maintain only 

those defensive forces necessary to fulfill its strategy of 
- - - •··---- · - - --- -· - ---- ----- I 

deterrence~-~e United States and its Allies ha~% ~t the same 

time, ;vigorously sought to improve stability and security in 

Europe through substantial, equitable, and verifiable 

agreements to limit and reduce military forces. 

I thus would like to address the suggestions in your letter 

for a postponement of the deployment of U.S. intermediate-range 

nuclear (INF) missiles in Europe, a freeze on military 

spending, and establishment of nuclear free zones in Europe. 

The U.S. and its NATO Allies decided in 1979 that it was 

necessary to address a growing imbalance of military forces in 

His Excellency Nicolae Ceausescu, 

President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, 

Bucharest. 
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Europe caused by a massive and unwarrranted Soviet build-up in 

longer-range INF missiles aimed at NATO. While NATO made clear 

its determination to deploy deterrent systems of its own if 

necessary, the NATO Allies also offered to seek an arms control 

agreement that would eliminate or at least significantly reduce 

these systems to equal levels on a global basis. The 

negotiations began in late 1981. 

The United States, in consultation with its Allies, has 

made far-reaching offers in these negotiations; we have 

proposed the total elimination of the entire category of U.S. 

and Soviet land-based longer-range intermediate-range nuclear 

missiles. As a step toward this goal, the United States has 

proposed an interim agreement that would achieve equal, 

substantially reduced levels of such systems on a global 

basis. The United States and its Allies also have stated 

repeatedly their willingness to consider any serious 

alternative proposals that meet the security concerns which 

prompted their 1979 NATO decision. Unfortunately, the Soviet 

Union has yet to accept either of the U.S. proposals or to 

advance one of their own that takes into account NATO's 

security. 

It is my most fervent wish that the Geneva INF negotiations 

make rapid progress toward an equitable and verifiable 

agreement that would, at a minimum, substantially reduce 

LIMII£1~USE 
----
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nuclear forces in Europe. I am convinced that a delay in NATO 

deployments would eliminate any possibility of such progress. 

It would remove any incentive for the Soviet Union to negotiate 

seriously. Moreover, it would perpetuate the tension arising 

from the threatening Soviet monopoly in longer-range 

intermed i ate-range nuclear missiles. 

A freeze on military spending, by itself, would also 

perpetuate, and perhaps aggravate, military imbalances that 

undermine collective deterrence. As you know, ~;19570~ the 

United States has been working with other states in the United 

Nations to develop standard guidelines for comparing and 

reporting military expenditure~. We will continue this effort 
' 

d h t h • h h d • • -~'. an urge ot er sta es w 1c ave not one so to Join~ tn 1 s 

The United States has long recognized that nuclear weapons 

free zones which take account of existing security situations 

and defensive arrangements may enhance security in certain 

regions of the world. However, the United States and its 

Allies have long expressed their concerns that a nuclear 

weapons free zone in all or part of Europe would not meet these 

criteria. A nuclear weapons free zone there would not take 

account of the existing security situation, since it would not 

constrain the threat to such zones from Soviet nuclear weapons 

adjacent to it. Indeed, such zones could well undermine rather 
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than enhance security. I believe that a more practical and 
~c;l. ... ( ( (_ I; t G C. - l C( V e.=.-v (.....-f:c ~ -, (--c:::,_. 

effective goal is substantial~reductions in the strategic and 

theater nuclear arsenals ·of both sides. 

Despite the differences in our views on some European 

security issues, I appreciate your interest and concern about 

this problem which is of vital interest to all of us. I value 

the private exchanges of views on this and many other issues 

which we maintain with you and and other members of your 

government. I believe that the continuation of such diplomatic 

dialogue is in the interest of both of our countries and 

peoples. Vice President Bush will be prepared to discuss 

European security and other issues of ~utual inte~t with you 
)./,,,J~ l ~ ~~(.; '1 

when he--------v+s-i--t!-s---B-u-chares_t __ 9_n my behalf ~r in Sef)temb~r. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

OOitHf-ftemuS'f 
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Suggested Draft 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your letter of August 19. I want to assure 

you that the American people share the concerns of the Romanian 

people for effective arms control and increased security in 

Europe. I wish to stress my personal commitment to the deepest 

possible reductions in nuclear and conventional forces. 

The United States and its Allies seek to preserve and 

strengthen peace in Europe by deterring aggression and by 

preserving cooperative relations among all states. For more 

than 30 years NATO has made clear in word and deed that its 

purposes are purely defensive and that it will maintain only 

those defensive forces necessary to fulfill its strategy of 

deterrence. The United States and its Allies have, at the same 

time, vigorously sought to improve stability and security in 

Europe through substantial, equitable, and verifiable 

agreements to limit and reduce military forces. 

I thus would like to address the suggestions in your letter 

for a postponement of the deployment of U.S. intermediate-range 

nuclear (INF) missiles in Europe, a freeze on military 

spending, and establishment of nuclear free zones in Europe. 

The u.s. and its NATO Allies decided in 1979 that it was 

necessary to address a growing imbalance of military forces in 

His Excellency Nicolae Ceausescu, 

President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, 

Bucharest. 
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Europe caused by a massive and unwarrranted Soviet build-up in 

longer-range INF missiles aimed at NATO. While NATO made clear 

its determination to deploy deterrent systems of its own if 

necessary, the NATO Allies also offered to seek an arms control 

agreement that would eliminate or at least significantly reduce 

these systems to equal levels on a global basis. The 

negotiations began in late 1981. 

The United States, in consultation with its Allies, has 

made far-reaching offers in these negotiations; we have 

proposed the total elimination of the entire category of u.s. 

and Soviet land-based longer-r~nge intermediate-range nuclear 

missiles. As a step toward this goal, the United States has 

proposed an interim agreement that would achieve equal, 

substantially reduced levels of such systems on a global 

basis. The United States and its Allies also have stated 

repeatedly their willingness to consider any serious 

alternative proposals that meet the security concerns which 

prompted their 1979 NATO decision. Unfortunately, the Soviet 

Union has yet to accept either of the U.S. proposals or to 

advance one of their own that takes into account NATO's 

security. 

It is my most fervent wish that the Geneva INF negotiations 

make rapid progress toward an equitable and verifiable 

agreement that would, at a minimum, substantially reduce 
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nuclear forces in Europe. I am convinced that a delay in NATO 

deployments would eliminate any possibility of such progress. 

It would remove any incentive for the Soviet Union to negotiate 

seriously. Moreover, it would perpetuate the tension arising 

from the threatening Soviet monopoly in longer-range 

intermediate-range nuclear missiles. 

A freeze on military spending, by itself, would also 

perpetuate, and perhaps aggravate, military imbalances that 

undermine collective deterrence. As you know, however, the 

United States has been working with other states in the United 

Nations to develop standard guidelines for comparing and 

reporting military expenditures. We will continue this effort 

and urge other states which have not done so to join in this 

endeavor. 

The United States has long recognized that nuclear weapons 

free zones which take account of existing security situations 

and defensive arrangements may enhance security in certain 

regions of the world. However, the United States and its 

Allies have long expressed their concerns that a nuclear 

weapons free zone in all or part of Europe would not meet these 

criteria. A nuclear weapons free zone there would not take 

account of the existing security situation, since it would not 

constrain the threat to such zones from Soviet nuclear weapons 

adjacent to it. Indeed, such zones could well undermine rather 

-lditffttffffiW;ifSt-
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than enhance security. I believe that a more practical and 

effective goal is substantial reductions in the strategic and 

theater nuclear arsenals of both sides. 

Despite the differences in our views on some European 

security issues, I appreciate your interest and concern about 

' this problem which is of vital interest to all of us. I value 

the private exchanges of views on this and many other issues 

which we maintain with you and and other members of your 

government. I believe that the continuation of such diplomatic 

dialogue is in the interest of both of our countries and 

peoples. Vice President Bush will be prepared to discuss 

European security and other issues of mutual interest with you 

when he visits Bucharest on my behalf later in September. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

-t.ttHff»-0~ 



Bucharest, August 19, 1983 

Esteemed Mr. President, 

The Romanian people, like all European peoples, is 

profoundly preoccupied at the possibility of beginning the 

deployment of new intermediate range missiles in Europe, which 

would create an especially grave situation, in Europe and in 

the world, would open the way for an intensification of the 

arms race, would increase the danger of war, and in the first 

instance nuclear war, and would put in peril all European 

peoples and the existence of life itself and of human 

civilization. 

Having in mind your commitments and declarations according 

to which the United States of America is for the reduction and 

the elimination of nuclear arms in Europe, I consider that it 

is necessary to do everything to conclude with success this 

year the Soviet-Arr.erican negotiations at Geneva regarding 

intermediate range missiles, which would correspond to the 

interests and burning aspirations of the European peoples and 

the American people and would have profound positive 

implications in actual international life. 



Sharing with you rr.y concern with the fact that until now no 

progress has been registered in the Soviet-American 

neogitations at Geneva, I appreciate that there is still time, 

through new efforts, through negotiations carried out in a 

spirit of cooperation and acting with complete responsibility 

both by one party and the other, to arrive quickly at a 

suitable agreement which will assure the halting of the 

deployment of new rockets and the withdrawal and destruction of 

those existing, as an intermediate measure on the path of 

freeing the continent of all nuclear arms. As long as the 

negotiations are in progress and as long as there exists even a 

small chance of halting the deployment of the new rockets, it 

is necessary to do everything for the success of the 

Soviet-American negotiations at Geneva. 

In the case that one will not arrive at an agreement in the 

framework of these negotiations until the end of this year, 

Romania considers that it would be necessary to do everything 

to arrive at an understanding that the NATO decision regarding 

the deployment of new intermediate range missiles should be put 

off at least until the end of 1984 or the beginning of 1985. 

This would give the possibility of continuing negotiations and 

concluding them with positive results and would demonstrate the 

desire not only of the U.S. but also of the USSR of responding 



to the expectations and interests of the European peoples and 

of the peoples of the world and of peace, trust, and security 

on the continent. In the period of continuing the 

negotiations, the USSR would give guarantees, in the sense of 

prior declarations, that it will halt the deployment of new 

intermediate range missiles and their modernization and will 

reduce unilaterlally a part of those located in the European 

zone of the USSR. 

In circumstances in which an agreement in this regard is 

not arrived at, Romania considers that it would be possible to 

have in mind at least that intermediate range ~issiles not be 

deployed on the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the Democratic Republic of Germany, the Socialist Republic of 

Czechoslovakia, and other states as an intermediate measure, 

until achieving a final understanding regarding imtermediate 

range missies in Europe. 

Romania considers that until the complete freeing of Europe 

of any form of nulcear weapons, it would have great 

significance to create a denuclearization zone on the 

continent. In this spirit, one is inclined to act in support 

of efforts to create a denuclearized zone in the Balkans, in 

Northern Europe and in other parts of the continent as an 

integral part of the process of achieving disarmament and 

security on the continent. 

5v 



Romania proposes that the U.S. and the USSR adopt uniltaral 

decisions to freeze military expenditures for the next two 

years at 1983 levels and in this period to develop negotiations 

to pass on to reducing military expenditures. Such a measure 

would have a great political importance, would not affect the 

security of any of the parts (of Europe), would respond to the 

interests of the peoples, and would contritute to the cli~ate 

of international trust and security. 

Even in the actual international circumstances, it is still 

necessary that all times one should show a spirit of initiative 

and qdopt new measures which ·will lead to the reduction of 

international tensions, to the halting of the arms race, and in 

the first instance of nuclear arms, and to the strengthening of 

policies of peace, detente, and international cooperation. 

I express the conviction in the spirit of the appeal that I 

address to you in the name of the Romanian people and in my own 

name, sir, that the United States will do everything to 

conclude successfully the Soviet-American negotiations at 

Geneva, to halt the escalation of nuclear arms in Europe, to 

arrive at concrete measures for nuclear disarmament on the 

continent, which represents a vital desire of all European 

peoples and of all peoples and would contribute to the 

relaxation and improvement of the climate of international life. 

5-1 



I use this occasion to express my conviction that acting in 

the spirit of understandings and documents agreed on at the 

highest level between our states, the bilateral relations 

between our two countries and peoples will expand continuously 

and at the sarr.e time, the cooperation in the interest of 

policies of peace, disarmament, collaboration and respect for 

the national independence of all peoples will intensify. 

With special consideration, 

N. Ceausescu 
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August 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Text of Letter on INF from Romanian President 
Ceausescu to President Reagan 

Attached is an informal translation of a message fro m 
Romanian President Ceausescu on deployment of the new 
intermediate range missiles in Europe. We have been 
advised that it, and an identical letter addressed to 
Soviet First Secretary Andropov, will be published in 
Romania on August 22. We will submit a proposed response 
shortly. • 

Attachment: 
As stated. 

Bn ~w wi-" t}," t.-1, ""-Gd t~ Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 
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DECL: OADR 
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Bucharest, August 19, 1983 

Esteemed Mr. President, 

The Romanian people, like all European peoples, is 

profoundly preoccupied at the possibility of beginning the 

deployment of new intermediate range missiles in Europe, which 

would create an especially grave situation, in Europe and in 

the world, would open the way for an intensification of the 

arms race, would increase the danger of war, and in the first 

instance nuclear war, and would put in peril all European 

peoples and the existence of life itself and of human 

civilization. 

Having in mind your commitments and declarations according 

to which the United States of America is for the reduction and 

the elimination of nuclear arms in Europe, I consider that it 

is necessary to do everything to conclude with success this 

year the Soviet-American negotiations at Geneva regarding 

intermediate range missiles, which would correspond to the 

interests and burning aspirations of the European peoples and 

the American people and would have profound positive 

implications in actual international life. 



Sharing with you my concern with the fact that until now no 

progress has been registered in the Soviet-American 

neogitations at Geneva, I appreciate that there is still time, 

through new efforts, through negotiations carried out in a 

spirit of cooperation and acting with complete responsibility 

both by one party and the other, to arrive quickly at a 

suitable agreement which will assure the halting of the 

deployment of new rockets and the withdrawal and destruction of 

those existing, as an intermediate measure on the path of 

freeing the continent of all nuclear arms. As long as the 

negotiations are in progress and as long as there exists even a 

small chance of halting the deployment of the new rockets, it 

is necessary to do everything for the success of the 

Soviet-American negotiations at Geneva. 

In the case that one will not arrive at an agreement in the 

framework of these negotiations until the end of this year, 

Romania considers that it would be necessary to do everything 

to arrive at an understanding that the NATO decision regarding 

the deployment of new intermediate range missiles should be put 

off at least until the end of 1984 or the beginning of 1985. 

This would give the possibility of continuing negotiations and 

concluding them with positive results and would demonstrate the 

desire not only of the U.S. but also of the USSR of responding 



to the expectations and interests of the European peoples and 

of the peoples of the world and of peace, trust, and security 

on the continent. In the period of continuing the 

negotiations, the USSR would give guarantees, in the sense of 

prior declarations, that it will halt the deployment of new 

intermediate range missiles and their modernization and will 

reduce unilaterlally a part of those located in the European 

zone of the USSR. 

In circumstances in which an agreement in this regard is 

not arrived at, Romania considers that it would be possible to 

have in mind at least that intermediate range missiles not be 

deployed on the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

the Democratic Republic of Germany, the Socialist Republic of 

Czechoslovakia, and other states as an intermediate measure, 

until achieving a final understanding regarding imtermediate 

range rnissies in Europe. 

Romania considers that until the complete freeing of Europe 

of any form of nulcear weapons, it would have great 

significance to create a denuclearization zone on the 

continent. In this spirit, one is inclined to act in support 

of efforts to create a denuclearized zone in the Balkans, in 

Northern Europe and in other parts of the continent as an 

integral part of the process of achieving disarmament and 

security on the continent. 

5b 



Romania proposes that the U.S. and the USSR adopt uniltaral 

decisions to freeze military expenditures for the next two 

years at 1983 levels and in this period to develop negotiations 

to pass on to reducing military expenditures. Such a measure 

would have a great political importance, would not affect the 

security of any of the parts (of Europe), would respond to the 

interests of the peoples, and would contribute to the climate 

of international trust and security. 

Even in the actual international circumstances, it is still 

necessary that all times one should show a spirit of initiative 

and adopt new measures which ·will lead to the reduction of 

international tensions, to the halting of the arms race, and in 

the first instance of nuclear arms, and to the strengthening of 

policies of peace, detente, and international cooperation. 

I express the conviction in the spirit of the appeal that I 

address to you in the name of the Romanian people and in my own 

name, sir, that the United States will do everything to 

conclude successfully the Soviet-American negotiations at 

Geneva, to halt the escalation of nuclear arms in Europe, to 

arrive at concrete measures for nuclear disarmament on the 

continent, which represents a vital desire of all European 

peoples and of all peoples and would contribute to the 

relaxation and improvement of the climate of international life. 



I use this occasion to express my conviction that acting in 

the spirit of understandings and documents agreed on at the 

highest level between our states, the bilateral relations 

between our two countries and peoples will expand continuously 

and at the same time, the cooperation in the interest of 

policies of peace, disarmament, collaboration and respect for 

the national independence of all peoples will intensify. 

With special consideration, 

N. Ceausescu 


