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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 15, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR LINDA WATSON 

FROM: MAX GREEN i»<r" 

• • 

Attached is a draft presidential message for the Centennial of 
the Beth-El Synagogue in North Carolina. I suggest that a 
message be sent at your earliest possible convenience. 

Thank you. 

T 



DRAFT 

Dear Rabbi Sager, Mrs. Siegel arid Dr . . Heyman: 

· It is a great pleasure for Nancy and me to learri of the 
Centennial of Beth-El Synagogue and the Durham-Chapel Hill 
Jewish Community. Your achievements prove vividly that the 
American vision . of freedom, hope and opportunity still burns 
brightly. • 

From very modest origins as tobacco factory workers and small 
shopkeepers, your community has grown impressively, today 
including successful businessmen, community leaders, scholars, 
scientists and outstanding members of the medical profession. 
The Durham - Chapel Hill area has benefited richly from th~ 
contributions by the Jewish community in commerce, scholarship 
and the arts. 'l'Aj.§4 gn:ts aze well '.['Otttayed ill CT1e many_ 
ee-ntGnr:riai e'IJenl5 t& -tal,e plaee iH eomiu'i) moiitli.::>. 

America at- ite eest is a wondrous composite of small 
communities -- individuals held together by a common faith and 
a desire to create a better life for themselves and their 
children. Your spiritual life is rich; your commitment to your 
region and our democracy is strong. We wish you all the best 
in years to come. 

SIGNED 
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Dear Mr. Green: 

Enclosed is a brochure on the Centennial of t he 
Durham-Chapel Hill . Jewish Community and Beth El 
Synagogue, and a draft of a possible letter. Your help 

• is fuuch appreciated. A letter from the President 
would make a big difference to the community's 

· celebr.ation. 

One further imposition -- the celebration ·begins 
officially with the opening -reception October 11. 
Anything that can be done to have a · letter prepared 
for the weekend would be terrific. 1 · would gladly 
hand carry it to Durham for a reading at the 
rece~tion. (I can be reached at USIA at 485-8548.) 
If this is not possible, I'm sure the Congregation 
would welcome the - greetings at any time . . 

You or your staff might wish to contact Dr. Albert 
Heyman (my father-in-law) at 919-489-0062 (residence) 
or 919-684-8111 (Duke Medical Center}; or Rabbi Sager 
and Mrs. Siegel at 919-682-1238. Again, my thanks on 
their behalf for your help and apologies for the 
lateness of this request. 

\ 
•~$ -

~ 
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~ 

USIA Deputy Associate Director, 
Programs 

United States Information Agency 
301 4th St .. S.W. ,. 
Washington, 0 .C .. 20547 

(202) 485-8548 

.. - . ,..... 



i Beth El Congregation 
1004 Witts Street 
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their three buys, Sam, Daw/. muJMike. Mr. 
Gladstein came here as a cigarette roller from 

• New 1oril muJ stayed on inDurh11m t:o open a 
dry goods business. 
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of the Beth-El Synagogue and the 

Durham-Chapel Hill Jewish Community 

'';; ~· .ff :F 

J : .' t""i .. -..i _, 

Calendar of Events 

o~~r W87 to April 1988 

, ~~i,';;:~=:.fr~·1: ~~ 
.,..~ . ~ . 

. ; 



October 11 
OpeningJ~ception 

Agata reception will be held at the Beth 
El Synagogue to forma/J_v upen the centen­
nial year. Former members and friends 
are invited to thi.s reunion to catch up on 
all the news. There will be food and 
drink, archival shows and speeches. 

September 28-October 23 
Book Show and Archival 
Exhibit 

Selected material from the Kanof collec­
tion of books relating to Judaism will be 
exhibited in the lobby of the Duke Uni­
versity Perkins Library along with arti­
facts obtained from the Durham-Chapel 
Hill Jewish community. 

September IO-December 13 
Southern Jewish History 
Series 

A six week course and symposium in 
Southern Jewish history will be presented 
by historians and writers familiar with 
this subject. Archival exhibits will be dis­
played. Sponsored by the Durham Public 
Library and Duke University Continu­
ing Education Program, this series is free 
to the entire communitv. 

November 6-8 
Meeting of Southern Jewish 
Historical Societv 

.; 

This society has devoted itself to collecting 
infomration on the history of the Jews in 
the South. Thev are avid historians who 
enjoy sharing their information with oth­
ers. Membership is open to all. 

November 8-January 8 
Exhibit of Jewish 
Ceremonial Art 
Duke University Museum of Art 

An exhibit will be held of selected Jewish 
ritual objects from the North Carolina 
Museum of Art, the Judah Magnes Mu­
seum in Berkeley, and from distinguished 
local collections. In addi,tion, there will be 

• a reception, upen to the entire commu­
nity, and interesting educational activi­
ties for children, ministerial groups and 
Sunday Schools. Docents will conduct 
tours and explain the meaning and use of 
the religious objects. Dr. Abram Kano!, a 
well known collector of important Judaica 
will be guest curator. 

December 20 
Chanukah Candle Lighting 

Duke University Museum of Art 

A joyous candle lighting ceremony will be 
held during the exhibit ofJudaica. Led 
by Rabbi Sager and the children of both 
congregations, there will be music and 
dancing. 

January 10 
vbcal Concert 

A concert of Jewish music will be given kv 
leading J.'ocal artists in this area: John 
Hanks,Judith Klinger, EricM.e_yers and 
Isabelle Samfield. It will be a S,unday 
afternoon to be long remembered. 

February 21 
"Sacred Service for 
the Sabbath" 

by Ernst Bloch 

This beautiful music was written for the 
Sabbath morning service and will be 
sung by the Duke University Chapel 
Choir and accompanied by the chapel or­
chestra. This is a unique o-pportunity to • 

·"'· hear this seldom performed music:· 

March5 
• Centennial Purim Ball 

Agata C1Jent celebrating the centennial 
and reviving the customs of Purim 
festivities. 

,. 

April 17 
Sealing of the Cornerstone 

The congregation and friends will gather 
to formally seal, the cornerstone afar de­
positing important documents and archi­
val materials. There will be contributions 
from a variety of sources, profound and 
amusing-but all messages to our 
descendents. 

Additional Events 

WUNC radio station will broadcast Jew­
ish music: litut:gical, folk, and others. 

A book on the history of the Jewish com­
munity in Durham and Chapel Hill will 
be published during the centennial year. 



. 
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Gleaqings 
In the early 1880s the Siegel brothers op-

. erated a tobacco factory that at its peak 
produced 570,000 Cablegram cigarettes 
perwwnth. 

"Jews dominate checkers/1 the Durham 
Morning Herald conceded after Mmrs. 
Haskell, Enoch, and Stadiem took 
YMCA champwnships seventy years ago. 

In the late 1940s Dr. Perlzweig of Duke • 
went to Palestine to help establish the 
Hadassah Hospital,. 

I7: 1937 Gibby Katz pla_ved semiprofts­
swna/, football for the Durham Bobcats. 

The first Jewish students at the University 
ofNorth Carolina graduated in 1847.. • 
They were Joseph Benjamin, the ;voungest 
brother of the Confederate statesman, 
and Lionel Levy, his nephew. 

Name Dropping 
Summerfield. Mver and Carrie Sum­
merfield arrived ln Durham in the 1870s 
from Virginia, becoming perhaps the 
town)s first Jewish settlers. Mver Summer­
field, born in Germany, served as Beth 
El's first president and purchased land for 
the cemetery. His family operated a dry 
goods store and pants factory. The famiJ...v 
left Durham for Baltimore after 1900. 

Goldstein. Abe and Esther Goldstein 
~d retail stores in Durham beginning 
in the 1870s. When Esther in 1905 died 
she owned six houses and four lots in the 
Pine Street ghetto which she rented to 
boarders. Abe sponsored man_v immi­
grants and served as a synagogue presi­
dent. 

Max. Adolph .Max was one of Durham's 
11Wst colmful characters, known as the 
Colonel. An entrepreneur, he awned re­
tail and wholesale businesses and a brick 
factory. The newspaper claimed he would 
sell anything that wouidn)t move, and he 
once purchased a Durham public school. 
He got into a public fight over ownership 
of a Torah . .Max lived in Durham from 
the 1890s to 1910 when he nurved to Nor­
folk. 

Freedman. Daniel Freedman, on arrival 
in 190 7, followed the classic pattern of the 
imm(crrant, b(crinning as a peddler with 
a horse and bu._q_lT_v and ew:ntual(v becom-

_ . ing a merchant at Five Points in Dur­
ham. The family affiliated wi.th Beth El 
from the beginning. Israel Freedman) a, 
son whose generosity to Beth El wul al­
ways be remembered, died recently at the 

• age of 80. David, another son and his 
wi.ft Marian C()ntinue their strong sup­
port of the synagogue. 

Berman. Samuel and Mary Berman 
were among the earliest Jewish merchants 
in Chapel Hill. They held a mid-wi.nter 
sa/,e in 1929 which offered men's suits for 
$12.50 and $29.95 as R'Cll as ladies silk 
dresses for $5.50. In 1930, thev were 
forced into receivership but reopened their 
business and were successfal for many 
years. Staunch supporters and generous 
benefactors, they will not be forgotten by 
Beth El. 

Kronheimer. Benjamin Franklin Kron­
heimer moved his la,;ge, extended fami(v 
from Oxford, North Carolina to Dur­
ham inl900. He eventually built Dur­
ham's la,;gest and most elegant depart­
ment store which prospered until the 
depress-um. Although they never affiliated 
with Beth El Synagogue, they did close 
their store on High Holidays, said prayers 
at home and donated to Jewish causes­
including the 1921 synagogue_ Lil(v 
Kronheimer taught Sunda_v school at 
Beth El for ma1~v years and she is rtill 
fondly remembered. 

'SMo ·K E 

CAB-LEGRA!I 

.I 
till§;:liiioi:~ 
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"Cablegram Cigarettes» was established liy J. 
M. and Daw/ Siegel, brothers with long txperi­
ence in the tobacco business. The tradmame 1ms 
chosen fur_ its associatum with scientific progress 
and the first transatlantic cahle. The company 
fwurished but a fire of unknuwn origin destroyed 
the factory and the business. 

A,:(ver and Carrie Summn:field we1·e probah(v tbe 
first Jewish settlers in D"rham. He served as 
Beth El's first president and purchased land for 
the cemaery. 
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Greetings-
For the past two years we have been • 

thinking and planning for the centennial 
alebratwn, taking for granted that an in­
stitution like Beth El Synagogue, which hCIS 
served the Jewish cmnmunity for so long, de- · 
serves a birthday party. This anniversary 
cclebratwn hC!S considerabk emotwnal 
meaning: pride, gratitude, thankfaJness 
and a renewed awareness of ourselves and 
of those who came before us and amtrihuted 
tc what we enjuy today. 

The Jewish community in Durham and 
Chapel Hill began as a small group of fam­
ilies struggling to survive after the upheavaL 
of the Civil. Hiar. They came by many differ­
ent roads and persevered despite poverty 
and hardship. Eventua/Jy, they Joined to­
gether to create a vibrant Jewish cmnmu­
ni-ty, forming close bonds a,,d a support sys­
tem to sustain a Jewish ~ of life. They 
soon became integrated into the totaL wm­
mimity and lived in friendly neighborliness 
with all. 

vlit also wondered what kinds of events 
n:•otdd be appropriate for this special. occa­
swn. As can be seen from our program, 
some of the festivities relate t,o our own Jew­
ish interests while others are of interest to 
our rum-Jewish friends, neighbors and 
the entire cmnmunitv. 

H'i: invite e:vervone to ioi.n us at the ex­
hibit of Jewish ritual ob;;as ro understand 
our ru:h cul.turaL heritage and krve of 
beau-tv; to lirren nith us to the Bloch wato­
rio, «Sacred Service'1 and hear the giurwus 
music whid1 expresses our love of God and • 
the Sabbath. Help us to celebrate Chanu­
kah which hrmors the cause of freedom for 
all peaples. Enroll in the sei>en week symposi­
um on the History of the Jews in the South, 
spansored by the Durham County Public 
Librarv and the Duke Unil'ersi-tv Continu­
ing Education Prq_aram. This symposium 
n,u/ be open to all. He hope el'f:ryone ll'ill 
· enjoy listening to Jewish mum.-:, both solemn 
and joyous, to be played on the public radw 
station, WUNC. And.finallJ, cmnc kok at 
the archival disp/.a;vs ofn century of photo­
graphs and memorabilia to understand 
"where we are a»ning .frvm.» 
. Let us aJl fain to__qether in a juyous etn­
tennial. celebration! 

Albert Ht'tman. MD. 
Chainna11, Centennial. 
Committee 

Steven G. Snner . 
Rabbi, Bctli'"EI Congregation 

Gladvs Sictrcl 
Presfdrnt, ... Btrb El Con._qre._rr11tio11 

Looking Back 

Early in the runeteenth century, Jews 
passing through the Durham area in­
cluded Sephardic merchants from Rich­
mond and Wilmington, students at the 
Universitv of North Carolina, a few 
Union and Confederate soldiers, and 
inevitably, peddlers with packs on their 
backs. Ir was not until the decades after 
the Civil War that a communitv funned. 

Attracted by Durham's growth as a 
tobacco town, German and East Euro­
pean Jews began arriving in the 1870s to 
open dry goods stores. A few years later 
several hundred Russian Jews were 
brought from Ne\v York to work in Mr. 
Duke's tobacco fuctory. They had a 
stormy time in Durham when they pro­
tested automation and low wages, and 
all but a few families returned to New 
York. 

About this time a small stream of Pol­
ish and Russian immigrants settled in 
Durham. As "-as customary among 
Jews, the first communal act was to pur­
chase a burial ground, which thev did in 
• 1884. Some of them saw the need for a 
synagogue and community center, and 
rented a large hall over Maddry·s Drug­
store at 102 ½ i\1ain Street. Visiting rab­
bis, mostly from Richmond, ministered 
to the conununi~: So began in 1887 the 
congregation that would become 
Beth El. 

In 1892 Durham Hebrew Congrega­
tion was formally organized, and a rabbi 
was hired; the congregation continued 
to meet in the second-floor hall. In 1902 
the congregation received a charter 
from the State of North Carolina. "Rvo 
years later they purchased a wood- • \ 
framed, Methodist church on Libcm· 
Street, and remodelled it into a ~n-, 
agoguc. 

For most Jews in Durham, life meant 
long hours in the family store. They 
were a closelv knit community in their . 
enclaves on Pine Street and later on 
Roxboro Street. Some local Jews 
ad1icved a ri1easurc of-wealth-either as 
merchants or through real estate-and 

- moved on to "better" neighborhoods. 
When the local economv soured, the 
Jcv.:s struggled, and many businesses 
fuikd. • 

By 1920 the congregation needed 
more space and a cornerstone was laid 
on HoUow:.l\' Street for a new building, 
11JJ11cd the Beth El Synagot:,'1le.111e con­
gn:gation \\~1s still large!\' orth<xiox, 

though there were-and always had 
been-voices call.inj; for liberal rcfonn. 
(In 1901 and 1913 &ssidents had briefly 
established new synagogues.) In 1928 
Beth El adopted a constitution estab­
lishing it as an orthodox congregation, 
which held more or less until the 1950s. 

Over the years the community's or­
thodoxy loosened though many clung 
tightly to it. English gradually replaced 
Yiddish in the synagogue. In the thirtie-. 
\\Omen began moving downstairs from 
the balcony. In 1938 the congregation 
brought to Durham its first-American­
bom rabb~ and 11 vears later, after 
much debate, a conservative rabbi 
was hired. 

Beth El outgrew its 1921 synagogue. 
In 195 7 ground was broken on Watts 
Street and the present Beth El Syn­
agogue ·was built, designed more to ac­
commodate a conservative congregation 
than an orthodox one. 

Durham Jews found themselves in­
creasingly members of a middle-class 
communit\( The lJniversitv of North 
Carolina, which had been ; bastion of 
liberalism since the thirties, and then 
Duke University began to attract signiri.­
cant numbers ofJe\vi.sh students and 
fucult\: Though manv in the academic 
communitv did not at first affiliate \,ith 
Beth El, b{, the late fifties and earh· si.,­
ties they became increasingly influentix 
Chapel Hill's small Jewish communi~· 
burgeoned. Judea Reform Temple was 
organized in 1961. The Jewish commu­
nity grew in vi.tali~; and a cooperative 
spirit prevailed. Ari orthodox quorum 
found a home in Beth El's downstairs 
chapel. Beth El is again poised for re­
nC'\ved growth with the opening of the 
Israel Freedman center. • 

Lemiard Rogoff 
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10 EAST 79th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • TEL (212) 570-3500 • CABLE: ARCHGREEK. NEW YORK 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Se?tember 9, 1987 

In commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of our Nation's 
Constitution, Orthodox Christian faithful have fully 
participated in appropriate celebrations of "Constitution 
Weekend" as designated by the Commission of the Bicentennial 
of the United States Constitution. 

On Sunday, September 20th, in our Nation's capital, 
and in Eastern Orthodox parishes throughout our land, we 
will gather to offer a Great Doxology, proclaiming our 
appreciation and esteem for the Constitution which guarantees 
forever our basic rights -- the first of which is religious 
freedom. 

I will con-celebrate an Archierarchal Liturgy and Doxology 
at Saint Sophia Cathedral in Washington, DC on September 
20th with my fellow SCOBA hierarcbs representing over 7,000,000 
Orthodox Christians of Greek, Russian, Romanian, Antiochian, 
Bulgarian, Carpatho-Russian, Serbian and Ukrainian 
jurisdictions. The Doxology will be followed by a Commemorative 
Luncheon to be attended by some 8 0 0 faithful from throughout 
the Nation. 

We would deem it an honor, Mr. President, if you might 
send a message to be read at the Commernorati ve Luncheon to 
be held at the Washington Sheraton Hotel. 

AI:dt 

bee Mr. Max Green 

Faithfully yours, 

.~~~ 
!:I AKO VOS 

Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of North and South America 

and 
Chairman, Standing Conference of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America 



-

Dear · Archbishop Iakovos, 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to extend my greetings 

today to you and those attending the · Doxology and Luncheon commemorating 

the 200th Anniversary of the Constitution. 

We are most pleased that _Orthodox Christians have fully participa t ed 

in appropriate celebrations of "Constitution Weekendi' including the 
I believe nationwide ringing of bells on September 17th. For you uncterstand 

and a ppreciate, perhaps moreso than many others, how dear our those 

basic rights guaranteed by the Constitution - the first of which is 

relig i ous ·freedom. -

I comrr nd you and t h ose 7,000,000 Orthodox Christian s of Greek 

Russian,Romanian,Antiochian,Bulgarian,Carpatho-Russian,Serbian and 

Ukrainian jurisdictions represented at Saint Sophia Cathedral who 

have steadfastly provided the moral and s p iritual guidance necessary 

for the preservation of the ideals you -celebrate : today. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1987 

TO: MAX GREEN - OPL 

RE: Jewish High Holy Days Message 

(Draft Due: AUGUST 24) 

We would greatly appreciate your providing a draft Presidential 
message for the High Holy Days (Rosh Hashanah and Yorn Kippur). 
As you know, this message gets very wide distribution, so we want 
it to be special. Copy of last year's message attached, FYI. 

If you can get a draft to us by AUGUST 24, that will enable us 
time to get it finalized, cleared by Senior Staff a~d mailed out 
in time to meet printing deadlines. 

Thank you. 

~~w~ 
Linda Watson 
Presidential Messages 
456-2941/18-0EOB 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Jewish New Year begins with the High Holy Days, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yorn Kippur. These are days of judgment, 
not by man, but by God, the one eternal God who revealed 
Himself to the People of Israel. For Jews, these are the Days 
of Awe, a time for reflection and repentance -- for rededica­
tion to the service of God and to His ethical code. This is 
symbolized most dramatically by the sounding of the Shofar 
which according to Maimonides says: "Awake, awake, 0 
sleepers from your sleep; 0 slumberers; arouse ye from your 
slumbers; and examine your deeds, return in repentance and 
remember your Creator." 

While the Rosh Hashanah and Yorn Kippur have special meaning 
for Jews, they are not special days for Jews alone. At this 
time of year, all of us should rejoice in the knowledge that 
ours is a country which has always welcomed Jews and repudi­
ated anti-semitism. As George Washington wrote to the Jewish 
congregation in Newport, Rhode Island in 1790, the American 
government is one "which gives to bigotry no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance." 

All Americans can take pride in this, and in our unwavering 
support for the state of Israel, which was born out of the 
ashes of the Holocaust and which to this day is a refuge from 
persecution and a beacon of hope for Jewish people throughout 
the world. Our deep commitment to Israel's security is one 
with our commitment to freedom of religion in our own country. 
Underlying both are the unchanging moral and spiritual values 
to which Jews and Judaism continue to make an incalculable 
contribution. 

It is therefore a great pleasure for Nancy and me to extend 
our warmest greetings for the New Year of 5747 to Jews here 
and throughout the world. May your names be written in the 
Book of Life, and may the Lord bless you with health and 
happiness from generation to generation. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 8,1987 • 

TC: Linda Watson 

FROM: ~att Zachari 

Linda, attached is a request for a 

presidential ~essage. Max Green feels 

that Dr. Hacohen is a good man and 

should get a presidential message. 

Do you see any problems with this? 



j 
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August 27, 1987 

The Honorable Max Green 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Max: 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of this 
morning, I enclose an invitation to the Annual 
Gala Dinner Dance in ~ribute to the fortieth 
anniversary of the State of Israel for the benefit 
of the Jerusalem Mental Health Center, at the 
Lincoln Center, 'N'ew York on Tuesday, September 15th.,'lll 

I shall appreciate a message from the President 
addressed to me on this occasion as guest of 
honor. 

The sister-i~-law of the President of Israel, 
Mrs. Pnina Herzog, the widow of the late 
Dr. Jacob Herzoq, former Israel Ambassador to 
Canada and Minister of the Israeli Embassy in 
Washington will be specially flying in from 
Jerusalem to be the keynote speaker. 

The late Mrs. Sarah Herzog, the mother of 
President Herzog, dedicated almost forty years of 
her life to the building and maintenance of the 
Center in Jerusalem. She was a great friend of 
my family. 

As requested, I enclose a bio and other pertinent 
material about my past and present activities. 

With many thanks and warmest regards, 



Serving All 
Generations 

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JERUSALEM MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
10 East 40Street-Suite 2701, New York, N.Y. 10016 / [212)725-8175 
Burton G. Greenblatt, President Mira Berman, Execul!Ve Director 

~uJQ\;.-._) fr, f ~,__ Uf' )J 

L . C, - "r' -

--------- -
A venerable prayer for the forthcoming High Holy Days is invoked: ":;Jon't 

Forsake Us in Our Old Age". A living embodiment of this age-old prayer i s 
Ezrath Nashim: The Jerusalem Hospital for Psychiatric and Geriatric Treatment and 
Rehabilitation. The American Friends of the J erusalem Mental Health Center will 
be ~dvanc ing the noble cause of the hallowed institution , and at the same time, 
wL!.l be saluting the 40th Anniversary of our beloved State of Israel, with a Gala 
Dinner on Tuesday, September 15th at the Public Library and ~useum of the Performing 
Arts at Lincoln Center. 

Our Guest of Honor Ts Dr. Mordecai Hacohen, an outstanding humanitarian, a 
fervent Zionist leader, and a true citizen, not only of this city and state, but 
of the world. His efforts on behalf of Jewish education, his work for the United 
Nations, and his pioneering achievements before and after the establishment of the 
State of Israel, notably in the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, have earned 
Dr. Hacohen an enviable position in the ranks of Jewish l eadership . It was our 
Guest of Honor who was responsible for one of the great events in the annals of 
~l'ew York City, when he chaired the Jabotinsky Centennial Dinner at the Waldorf 
Astoria in 1980, where Israel's Prime Minister, Menachem Begin conferred upon him the 
prized Jabot insky Medal. On the national scene, he ,1as a co-fa.under and vice 
president of the National Committee on AmerJ.can Forei6n Policy! , A leading banker, 
Dr. Hacohen serves presently as First Vice President of Bank Leumi Trust Company 
of New York . 

I am especially gratified that a great lady of Israel, Pnina Herzog is coming 
from Jerusalem to be our Keynote Speaker. Mrs. Herzog, who i s Director of Interna­
tional Relations for Israel's Ministry of Health, and a renowned medical scientist, 
is the sister-in-law of the President of Israel, the Honorable Chaim Herzog. Her 
late husband, Yaacov Eerzog, was one of Israel's foremost ambassadors, and the 
political advisor to the Prime Minister Golda Meir. Her mother-in-law was Rabbanit 
Sarah Herzog, the wife of Israel's first Chief Rabbi, Isaac Halevi Herzog. Her 
family is indeed legendary, and for the great benefit of all of us, they are a 
living legend. le was Rabbanit Herzog who recognized the true significance of 
Ezrath Nashim, and served as its president and its glowing inspiration for four 
decades. 

A TEACHING HOSPITAL AFFILIATED WITH THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY-HADASSAH MEDICAL SCHOOL 
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The immediate objective of the American Friends of the Hospital is to raise the 
funds required for the construction of a new 140-bed Geriatric Pavilion. Together 
with the present capacity of 120 beds, the comprehensive Geriatric Center that 
Jerusalem lacks and so desperately needs, would become a major medical force for the 
State of Israel. The funds would also be utilized for the expansion of research and 
exploratory facilities so urgently required in the battle against Alzheimer's Disease 
and other mental afflictions. 

There will be many distinguished figures participating in this extraordinary 
event on September 15th as Awardees, Honored Guests, and entertainers. I promise 
you an evening of style as well as content, of enjoyment as well as high purpose; 
indeed, a night to remember. 

A card is enclosed which I kindly request that you complete and return. I 
sincerely trust that you will Join with me for an evening that will do honor not 
only to our own country but to our gallant brothers and sisters in our beloved 
land of Israe.l. 

Most Cordially, 

~~-~t:( 
Mr. Burton G. Greenblatt 
President 



.... worked ever closer together as allies and friends. That 
cooperation is the result of hard work on the part of 
governments, of organizations, and of individuals - individuals 
like Mordecai Hacohen, whom you ~onor tonight. 

I join you in your celebration of Israel's first 40 years in the 
full expectation that the next 40 will witness ever greater• 
achievements. God bless you. 
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STRAIGHTWIRE - September ~ 1987 

Mr. • Durton O. Greenblatt 
President 
Amertoan l7J.'lends of Jerusalem 

Mental Health Center 
~10 East 40 Street , St1ite 2701 ~ 
New York . Hew York 10016.. {X /t /Y1 

(212) 725 8175 

Warm greetings-to everyone gathered with the -:.Ttiiiii~ -• -·,e • .,,.• t 
J,ji,iMIMIJll aMllllalUt]2t.1d•n celebrate the 40th anniversary of 

the State of Israel, and congratulations to Dr. Mordecai Hacohen, y~r 

guest of honor. 

"""i - .-.J , ' - · ·' 

The -enduring bonds of friendship between the United States and Israel 

are strengthened by the respect we share for each other's culture. 
r ,( ,._ c I~ ~r ~ 

For four decades, our two governments and peoples have worked -eleeely 

together as allies and friends. With ~:w.tuaJ respect and good will, our "fk 'l.t-._ 

valuGQ rdatfonsaip continues. American fgre1gn aid fa Israel emhodies .. 
the comtilitment ·of the United · States to strengthening democracy, peilce, ~ 

!' 

. and proAperity, iiA !be riilidd)e Frfilta ¥ea cwz bi! sure ffia~stration ·-

close links with the State 

RONALD REAGAN 
€ , .t, ., ; .,, 1 r J . .I 7" 

Yo '7c~~ 
I....,', t~ 

/£:G,;: JJG ; f/Vr{: lid 
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REQUEST FOR PHOTO/MAILING 
(,LEASE TYPE} 

September 22, 1987 

(Date) 

TO: MARY INGALS 
CORRESPONDENCE OFFICE, Room 94, OEQ.B, Ext. ?610 

FROM: Linas Kojelis Room 196 En _6_5_7_3 __ _ 

De1criptiono(pbotocraphorphotonumber The. President toasting w/ glass 

ATTACH PHOTO IF OTHER THAN OFFICIAL PO.'fTRAIT 

TO: CORRESPONDENCE REVIEW SECTION, Room 76, Ext. 2916 
PHOTO TO BE SIGNED BY: _T_h_e_P_r_e_s_id_e_n_t ______________ _ 

~ Return to originating office.TYPE NAME ' ADDRESS OF RECIPIENT BELOW 

□ Photograph is to be mailed. , . 
Attach mailing label. any correspondence "anct include typed address 
here: 

NAME: 
ORGANIZATION: 
STREET: 
OTY/STATE: 

Miss Leoni Paraskkevaides 
Mr. Nicos Mavronicolas 
Ni·cosia, Cyprus 

c/o John Parker 

INSCRIBE T0:,._-1W111ooi~t .... b'--'-IB ... e ... s t...__.W.a..ii .. s....,.b .... e .... s_· t...,q__,L_e_o_n_i _P_a_r_a_s_k_k_ev_a_i_d_e_s_an_a ____ _ 
Nicos Mavronicolas 

MESSAGE SHOULD READ: 

3: With best wishes □ Congratulations and best wishes 

DO NOT PACKAGE PHOTO. DO NOT SEND IT TO THE MAIL ROOM. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1987 

MEMORANDUM TO KATHLEEN HOGAN 

FROM: LINAS KOJELIS {,,r­

WEDDING GREETING REQUEST 

John Parker, a ger.erous and outspoken supporter of the President 
and of Howard Baker, and very influential figure in Washington, 
has asked us for a wedding greetings for a wedding he will attend 
in Cyprus on October 3rd. He will leave Washington on September 
25th. 

I can be reached at ext. 6573, should you have anv questions. 
Thank you. 



• .._ ' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1987 

Dear Leoni and Nicos: 

Nancy and I send heartfelt congratulations on your 
marriage. 

As you exchange vows on this most solemn of 
occasions, you are making a commitment to God 
and man. It is one that cannot be taken lightly 
for it entails many responsibilities. May your 
words and your love join you together as one, 
and may the happiness of your wedding day be 
yours to share throughout your life together. 

0 Theos na sas evloyee. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicos Mavronicolas 
Nicosia 
Cyprus 

T 

.. . .. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9 ~ 1987 

I am delighted to send warm greetings to those 
celebrating the biannual Svensk Hyllningsfest in 
Lindsborg. held in conjunction with the nationally 
sponsored inaugural ceremonies for the 350th anni­
versary of Swedish influence in the United States. 

Since 1638, Americans of Swedish descent have made 
many invaluable contributions to the greatness and 
strength of our Nation. From a rugged new world 
outpost in Wilmington, Delaware, to the numerous 
farming communities of the Great Plains States, 
Swedish Americans have brought to this land a deep 
respect for the ~udeo-Christian heritage and a love 
of liberty combined with a strong sense of justice, 
brotherhood, and compassion. Through your many 
worthwhile cultural programs, especially as we enter 
this milestone year, you help to preserve the dynamic 
heritage of your Swedish forebears while simultaneously 
encouraging dedication to the ideals upon which this 
nation was founded. The United States and Sweden 
share an extended, harmonious history, which can only 
grow and prosper in the years to come. 

Nancy joins me in sending you our best wishes for an 
educational and enjoyable celebration. God bless you. 

T 

... -
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• ' 

r 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, 1987 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHLEEN HOGAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MATT ZACHAR! ..,c:r­

Anniversary Greetings 

Kathleen, attached is a request for a presidential message for my 
great-aunt and uncle's 50th wedding anniversary. Their 
anniversary is on October 24th, but they are having a . large party 
on October 30th, which I will attend. 

I can hand carry the message and read it out at the dinner. 

Thank you. 

T 



··- ----- ... ·--·~ _ _,,,.... __ ~ ____ .. ____ ------·-.. ----•-"'!"""--------, ......... --,...-------· , . . . . 

STAFF REQUEST Foa PnEStDENTIAL ~·GREETINGS • • 
.. 

REQUEST TO: • Maureen Keegan 
Room93~ 
ext2276 

FROM: ___ M_a_t_t_z_a_c_h_a_r_i ________ _ 

196 OEOB 

6270 
·• • --------------------. -

Marie 0 in appropriate box and give add_itionat in-formation a~ requested 

ALL REQUESTS SUBJECT TO fINAL APPROVAL BY ANNE mccms 
-

19871 TYPE OF EVENT: Date.of Event: Oct. 24/Oct . 30 . ,-
0 Retirement C Church Annive1>ary- i.ndurie # t:f _vears O Religious Anniversary 

~ 

__ • ~Wetiding Anniver5ary 50th QWeciding _ . O Birthday 0 Birth of Baby 
-

O Individual's anniversary with same company C lndividuai'-'S annive~ary in business for himse!f 

Q Famiiy Reunion 0 Cass Reunion - irn:iuae sch.Doi name and year of graciu.ation 

Graduation from: Date; . 
O High School Cass O Ccile~e Gass O Univer5ity Gass 0 Individual 

Condolences: Adoption: 
-

O lllne~s •. O Death Q Infant CJ Older Child 

-. .. 
MAILING ADDRESS: - . 

John. and Elizabeth Mussar I 

QMr. . 
. 

QMiss. 9081 Grosse Pointe Road Mf;J. ~ t . 

□ :a.. 
Skokie, Illinois 60076 

~ir. &Mr-.. 

-□ or. 

--
INSIDE ADDRESS; 

' 

O Mr. e. Mrs. C:ornn ,.,,.. ...,i:.,_,.. __ 

- - . 
·-· . 

□ Mr . .. 

QM,,;\. 

□ or 
.. , 

• 

I 

I 

I 
I 



From the desk of 
DAVID A. BRODY 

• 

9/29/87 

Dear Max: 

In the enclosed envelope is 
the original of our letter to the 
President requesting a message to 
mark the beginning of our 75th 
year. 

1640 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 
202-857-6663 



NATIONAL COMMISSION 
OFFICERS .._ . 

National CINlrman -.. 
BURTON S. LEVINSON 

National Director 
NATHAN PERLMUTTER 
Chairman, National 
h:H"utivir Commhte-e 
RONALD B. SOBEL 

A.ssod•te Natloni1I Director 
ABRAHAM H. FOXMAN 

Honoruy Chairm,n 
KENNETH t. BIALKIN 
SEYMOUR GRAUBARD 
MAXWELL E. GREENBERG 
BURTON M. IOSEPH 
Honori1ry Vice Ch.airmen 
LEONARD l. ABESS 
RUDY BOSCHWITZ 
EDGAR M. BRONFMAN 
MAXWELL DANE 
LAWRENCE A. HARVEY 
BRUCE I. HOCHMAN 
GERI M. IOSEPH 
MAX M. KAMPELMAN 
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 
CARL LEVIN 
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM 
SAMUEL H. MILLER 
BERNARD D. MINTZ 
MILTON MOLLEN 
BERNARD NATH 
ROBERT R. NATHAN 
ABRAHAM A. RIBICOFF 
WILLIAM SACHS 
S.0. SHAPIRO 
THEODORE H. SILBERT 
SIDNEY R. YATES 

Vice Chairmen 
DOROTHY BINSTOCK 
BEVERLY DAVIS 
NAT KAMENY 
SAM KANE 
STEPHEN B. KAY 
IRVING SHAPIRO 

Vice Chairman, National 
Executive Committee 
HOWARD P. BERKOWITZ 

Honorary Chairman, National 
Executive Committee 
DAVID A. ROSE 

Honorary Treasurers 
CHARLES COLORING 
BENIAMIN GREENBERG 
MOE KUDLER 

Treasurer 
ROBERT H. NAFTALY 

Assistant Treasurer 
PETER M. ALTER 

Secretary 
LARRY M. LAVINSKY 

Assistant Secretary 
MELVIN FRAIMAN 

President, B'nai B'rith 
SEYMOUR D. REICH 

Executive Vice President 
DANIEL THURSZ 

President, B'nai B'rith 
Women 
IRMA GERTLER 

Executive Director 
ELAINE BINDER 

DIVISION DIRECTORS 

Administration 
HAROLD ADLER 

Civil Rights 
JUSTIN J. FINGER 

Communications 
LYNNE IANNIHLO 

Community Service 
SOL KOLACK 

Development 
SHELDON FLIEGELMAN 

Intergroup Relations 
THOMAS NEUMANN 

Leadership 
Assistant to the National Director 
MARVIN S. RAPPAPORT 

General Counsel 
ARNOLD FORSTER 

Anti-Defamation League~of Bhai B'rith 
Washington, D.C. Office _ W 

September 29, 1987 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1988 will mark the 75th anniversary 
year of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith. 

We plan to begin the commemoration of 

DAVID A. BRODY 
Director 

IESS N. HORDES 
A110eiat~ Director 

that event at the meetin@i of our Natio n a l Executive 
Committee in Chicago on October 28, 1987}. We can 
think of no more appropriate way of launching our 
anniversary year than having a special greeting 
from you. It will be a fitting beginning for our 
75th year. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 

David A~ 

DAB/ph 

1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (202) 857-6663 



October 26, 1987 

I am very pleased to send greetings to the Fifth Annual 
Defender of Jerusalem Award Ceremony and to the outstanding 
individuals you honor on this occasion. 

The modern state of Israel was born out of the ashes of the 
Holocaust. Its establishment was, and remains, one of the 
miraculous achievements of our time. It is therefore most 
appropriate that you honor Israel Elded, who represents those 
human attributes -- bravery, intelligence and idealism -- with­
out which Israel would never have been founded or survived 
the many challenges it has faced during its first forty years. 

Among the many dangers that Israel has, and continues _J2,----" 
face, is terrorism. In paying tribute to Shalom Argovr, you 
pay tribute as well to the state of Israel, the prime target 
of modern terrorists, whose aim is to destroy Israel just as 
Hitler destroyed European Jewry. 

It is a credit to Israel that despite the hostile environment in 
which it lives, untold thousands of Russian Jews want nothing 
more than to live there. Your award to the heroine Ida Nudel 
symbolizes your continuing struggle for their freedom. She is 
living proof that with support,from others the spirit of the 
individual can overcome the wtll and might of a totalitarian 
state. 

For an example of one who taught us how to overcome, you 
could not have made a finer choice than Bayard Rustin. He 
was a leader in the struggle for civil rights in the United States 
and for human rights throughout the world. Through his 
actions and his words he demonstrated that the cause of Jewry 
and the security of Israel are not parochial interests. They 
must be the concern of all who cherish human freedom. 

I salute you for honoring figures of such distinction. God bless 
you all. 

TO BE HAND CARRIED by Max Green 

Clear final with Katherine Ladd 

RR:AVH:CAD:ds (MSGlOA) 
cc: K.Osborne/PresMsgs/CF 
EVENT: October 28, 1987 
DUE: ASAP 
Jerusalem Award (Docume11t name) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date: 
November 9, 1987 

TO: Linda Watson 
Presidential Messages 

FROM: MAXGREEN 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Ll.aison 
Room 196 OEOB, Ext. 6270 

The attached is for your: 

□ Information 

□ Direct Response 

□ Draft Letter 

□ File 

□ Please Return By 

Comments: 

□ Review & Comment . 

□ Appropriate Action 

□ Signature 

□ Other 

Could we please send a Presidential 
message to this Temple? The event 
took place on October 18th, but they 
would like to have the letter 
for their archives. Call me with 
any questions. Thank you. 

1", •,. 



~ . :»,.-, 

FLECHER 
StEGIH 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Mr. Max Green 

Better Building Since 1896 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Max: 

October 27, 1987 

Temple Shaare Erneth had its 120th Anniversary Sunday night, 
October 18th. We had a communication problem and 
consequently, did not get the formal request in order for a 
letter from the Pres i dent. 

Please be good enough to have this after the fact so that in 
our archives we can have a congratulatory letter for this, 
the oldest Reform Temple west of the Mississippi. 

I am also enclosing some bio data on my labor-management 
background. 

Best regards. 

AJF:mhp 

Enclosure 

-; 

Cordi~ll~,./ t 
f I 

... I 
Ali . Fleischer 

l 

5725 MANCHESTER AVENUE· ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 63110 · (314) 647-6400 



rLfJSDIER 
SKGIR 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

Mr. Max Green 

Better Building Since 1896 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Max: 

f 

November 5, 1987 

Temple Shaare Emeth was founded in 1867 as the first Reform 
Temple west of the Mississippi. 

It grew from the small group initially to become of the 
largest Reform Congregations in the United States today. It 
has almost 1,800 family units. It has numbered among its 
past and present congregants local and national leaders in 
both the religious community and the general community. 

In Judaism, an old traditional toast is "may you live to be 
120", which comes directly from the Book of Genesis. For 
that reason, 1987 is the 120th anniversary of the Temple and 
is being celebrated in accordance with that Biblical 
observation. 

I trust that you will have sent to the Temple or to me so 
that I can transfer it to the Temple, a letter or document of 
some similar type commemorating this anniversary and, of 
course, coming from the President. 

My best regards. 

Fleischer 

AJF:mhp 

5725 MANCHESTER AVENUE· ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 63110 · (314) 647-6400 



~ -AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR YAD VASHEM INC. D'='I "1' 
11,:,m mt.ii 

i'l11:l~'Jt :'IP"!IC/., 
i;)l'Jtll'71 

'::JNORARY CHAIRMAN 
1eWiesel 

CHAIRMAN 
Ell Zborow&kt 
VICE CHAIRMEN 
Norman Bellar 
D11vid Chase 
Eugen Gh.,c~ 
Joseph Wolf 
1FIEASUFlfiR 
VIQ lllarad 

SECRETARY 
EIIIB KrekoWskt 

RECORD/Na SECRETARY 
Marvin Zborowskl 
$TATE CHAIRMEN 
Fltnor B111i., 

Florida 
Sam Halp,rn 

NewJe~ey 
Mi:r! ~~)~lllng 
Simon !<on,;,var 

Conn11cticut 
Isaac LB'lllln&tein 

NewJeraey 
Marie Palmer 

llhnoi$ 

/;'i<ECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
JQ$eph Buki■t 
Jt1s11ph 01$t&nfelc;1 
SOiomon Groos 
Arie Halpern 
AleJ<ander Hart 
lsido,& l<af!&n 
Harbert Katz 
l5r~11I Krakow,kr 
6ennt1Mellen 
6ernercl Oater 
Murray Pentlrer 
S1even Schwarz 
Sigmund SttOChl , 
Leo Woll 
Dav•d Z~alm1n 
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Mr. Max Green 
Office of Public Affairs 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Green: 

November 12, 1987 

We would be deeply grateful to you if you could send 
us a message of greeting from President Reagan on the 
occasion of our Third Annual Dinne , It will be held 
at the Waldorf. Astoria Hotel in New York on the evenfog 
of November 15, 1987. 

Among our guests of honor ' re Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Katz 
of Hollywood. Florida, wh is a member of the U.S. Holocaus t 
Memorial Council, as I am. 

Our guest speakers include Senator Lowell P. Weicker and 
Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Aaron, a member of my staff, exp :ained the circumstances 
of this very late req, st, but I do 1,ope that you will be 
able to provide this message which is most important to all 
of the 600 guests attending the dinner. 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD 
OF GOVERNORS 
CHAIRMAN 
Amban11dcr Abba Ella1l 
Arthur II. a.1i.r 
Jultus Berro11,n 
Edgar M. Bronfman 
David T. OhaM! 
Marcos 0. Katz 
!l<!n. Frank l!t Laut&nberg 
R11pnae1 Recanau 
M11rryWilt 

FELLOWS OF THE SOCIETY 
LIIQ011rcl B•rnllein 
Sen Audy 80,chwitz 
Dr. Solomon Gaon 
Eric Goldnagen 
Gorald Green 

8.'~m °J:'~1>er1, 
John Herny 
Rabbi Artnur Hv11zb<Jrg 

:~~~I~ 
Franklin H. Ultell 
JoHph Papp 
Auth PQok,n 
Cna1m F'otak 
8ayard Ru,nin 
Aabbl Al~11nd4r Schindler 
Rabbi Marc Tanenb11um 

The Amer fcan Society for Yad Vashem supports special proj ec ts 
of Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial and Rembrance /1,uthor ity 
in Jerusalem. President Reagan sent a messa9e to our last 
annual dinnert and we hope that · similar message can be arranped. 

It might be conven ient for you t ~ fax the message to my attent ion 
in care of the UMB Bank fax number 212-947-4563. 

Tha nk you very much for your help in this matter 

'f<f Fl-u_f Sf. 
~/.. f/21/s I N Y 

Sincerely~ 
c? ,,..-? 

~#~~-~; 
➔ ~;r;wski 

Chairman 
// s t-f 

4a WEST 37TH STREET, 9TH ~LOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10018-7408 TELEPHONE: 212-564-9606 TELEX: 429458 



reconstructionist rabbinical college 

Mr. Matt Zachari 
Old Executive Office Building 
White House, Room 196 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Zachari: 

CHURCH ROAD and GREENWOOD AVENUE 
WYNCOTE, PENNSYLVANIA 19095 

(215) 576-0800 

October 1, 1987 

As per your suggestion, I am requesting that a personally 
signed message from President Reagan be sent to Or. Arthur Green on 
the event of his inauguration as President of the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College. Dr. Green will be inaugurated on Sunday, 
November 15, 1987. 

I have enclosed a copy of the press release which describes 
Dr. Green and his accomplishments as scholar, author and educator. 

I know that Or. Green would be pleased to receive a message 
from the President and would display it prominently in his office. 

Prior to the event, I will call to discuss our request. 
Thank you. 

har-
t<; .. /t~o 

~,., t,,,< 

~ ik? 
Ml 

Sincerely, 

JoanMarie Somers 
Public Relations/Special Events 

Coordinator 
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fT Jewish reconstructionist foundation 

UiB ~ 

reconstructionist rabbir,ical college 

Arthur Green 
Acting President 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Church Road and Greenwood Avenue 

Wyncote, Pennsylvania 19095 
(215) 576-0800 

Mordecai M. Kaplan 
Founder 

For immediate release 
September 22 , 1987 

For information cal l: 
JoanMarie Somers 
(215) 576 - 0800 

DR . ARTHUR GREEN I NAUGURATED PRESIDENT 

RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABB I NICAL COLLEGE 

The Board of Governors announces the inauguration of Dr . 

Arthur Green as President of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 

College . The celebration will extend over a three - day period 

beginning with the inaugural ceremony being held at the Germantown 

Jewish Centre , Lincoln Drive and Ellet Street, Philadelphia on 

Sunday, November 15 , 1987 at 2 : 00 P.M. In celebration of Dr. 

Green ' s inauguration, a dinner dance will be held at The Plaza 

Hotel in New York on Tuesday, November 17 . 

Dr . Green is a scholar in the field of J ewish mysticism and 

Hasidism . He is author of the widely acclaimed Tormented Master: A 

Life of Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav as we ll as numerous articles and 

several volumes of tex t s and essays. His most recent work is the 

two-volume collection , Jewish Spirituality , pub l ished by Crossroad 

Books. 
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Prior to becoming Dean of RRC, Dr. Green served from 1973 to 

1984 as Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University 

of Pennsylvania where he continues to serve as Adjunct Professor. 

He was ordained by t he Jewish Theologi_cal Seminary and received his 

Ph.D. from Brandeis University. 

An early leader of the Havurah movement, Dr. Green founded 

Havurat Shalom in Somerville, Massachusetts in 1968. The havurah 

was the first of the independent havurot of the late 1960s that 

sought to create a serious religious alternative to Orthodoxy for 

young Jews. Dr. Green has always attempted to build a bridge 

between the academic study of Judaism and the needs of contemporary 

Jewish theology. He defines Reconstruction:i..sts as, "ba' alei 

she'elah - Jews who are ever questioning, in search of more 

sophisticated, contemporary, and still evolving ways of thinking 

about our Judaism." 

Residing in the Germantcwn section of Philadelphia, Dr. Green, 

his wi~e Kathy and t he ir daughter, Hannah Lr~ ah, are active members 

of the Minyan community at the Germantown Jewish Centre. 

The inauguration ceremonies will include the participation of 

many national Jewish and religious leaders and members of the 

academic communi ty. Amo ng these are Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, 

President Emeritus, RRC; Samuel Blumenthal, Chairman of the Board, 

RRC; Dr. Barry Holtz, Director, Melton Resea r ch Center; Bennett 

Aaron, Esq., President of Federation of Jewish Agencies of Greater 

Philadelphia; John Vannorsdall, President, Lutheran Theological 

Seminary and Rev. Vincent Cushing, Pr e sident, Washington 

Theological Union. 
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The dinner dance is co-chaired by Aaron Ziegelrnan and Jacques 

Pomeranz. Ziegelman, a New York real estate developer, is General 

Chairman of RRC's Board of Governors and a founder of the 

Reconstructionis t West End Synagogue in New York. His other Jewish 

activities i nc l ud e leadership in CLAL, OJA-Federation, AIPAC, and 

the Jerusalem College of Technology . He and his wife, Marjorie, 

have been long-time generous supporters of the RRC. 

Co-chairman Jacques Pomeranz, a Connecticut businessman, is a 

member of RRC's Board of Governors . He is also co-chairman of the 

Joint Steering Committee for the Reconstructionist Movement. His 

other affiliations include the Reconstructionist Synagogue of the 

North Shore in New York and UJA 

The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, founded in 1968 in 

Philadelphia by Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, is an educational institution 

devoted to the training of a new rabbinate for the Jewish 

community . Its innovative curriculum and participatory atmosphere 

aim to creat e a true community of learning in which students and 

faculty share i n an ongoing quest for a knowledge of the Jewish 

past that will lead toward the creative evolution of the Jewish 

future. This Reconstructionist approach to rabbinical studies is 

based on the t eachings of Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan who viewed 

Judaism as the e volving religious civilization of the Jewish 

people. Recon s tructionism affirms that all Jews have both the 

right and the obligation to participate in the ongoing evolution of 

Judaism, a task that involves universal Jewish study alongside 

creative engagement with the tradition . 

X X X 
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~ a,m p]ea~ed to s~ ~reetings to~,.all thee~ gathered to honor 

Aaron Ziegelman as he is presented with the Mordecai M. Kaplan 

Medal of the Jewish Reconstructionist Foundation. 

hej"-% 
.It is fittin9' ~ Mr . . Zieielman is,,t honored by the Reconstruc- . 

tionist Rabbinical CollegeJbecause he has been such a moving 

force in its development. His dedication to the future of the 

Jewish people and his leadership and commitment are attributes i~ 

~ which he can take much pride. Truly "tzedakah" and Aaron 

Ziegelman are synonomous© -and I can think of Re better chi;ace ~ 

for this preotig~ettS award.'<... 

Nancy joins me in sending our best wishes for an enjoyable evenin~ 

and a heartfelt Mazel Tov to the entire Ziegelman family. 

God bless you. 

Mail to writer 

cc Max Green 



October 22. 1985 

Greetings to everyCDG gathered to honor Aaron Zlegelman 
aa he fa presented with the Mordecai M. Kaplan Medal 
o! the le wish Jleconstructfonist Foundation. 

Mr. Ziegelman is being honored by the Reeonstruetionlst 
Rabbinical College because he has been such a moving 
fo-rce in its denuopment. ills dedication to the future 
ot the Jewish people and his leadership and commitment 
are attributes in which he ean. take much pride. Truly 
"tzedakah" and Aaron Ziegelman are synonymous. 

Nancy joins me in sending otll" best wishes for an 
enjoyable evening- - and a he.al"tfelt Mazed Tov to the 
entire Ztegelman family. God bless you. 

SENT TO: 

Mr. Martin Raffel 
Vice President of Development 

and Community Relations 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Church Road and Greenwood A venue , 
Wyncote. PenJ8ylvania 1Jtl95 J . _· 

RR:ES:DE;,:(VH:rks RKs'i 
cc: K.Osborne/Pres.Messages/Max: Green/CF 
EVENT: October 29, 1986 
( Martin Raff el) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR CLAUDIA KORTE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MAX GREEN 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

We would like a Presidential message to be sent to Aaron 

Ziegelman (see attached). The message should only be 

about Ziegelman, not the Rabbinical college. 

Contact Matt Zachari, Extension 6270 with any questions. 

Thank you once again. 

/ 

7 8 
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September 22, 1986 

Mr. Matt Zachari 
Old Executive Office Building 
White House, Room 196 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Zachari: 

ES /°I;] 
'un C..F D1 

DL h<Q,~'c 

As per your suggestion, I am writing to ask whether 
it would be possible to arrange a personally signed 
messa reside -''Eo~""A:af '-
who i 
Rabbin . 

' Rather than going int0-detail here, I have enclosed 
the dinner invitation and accompanying booklet. 
This material describes our honoree and his impor­
tant involvement with the Reconstructionist movement 
as well as with the wider American Jewish community. 
He is a leader in AIPAC, UJA-Federation, and CLAL 
(The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership). 

I am sure Mr. Ziegelman would be thrilled to receive a 
message from the President and would proudly display 
it in his office. 

I will call you in a few days to discuss this matter 
further. Thank you in advance. 

MR/dn 
Enc. 

~ 

Sincerely, 

ti~~~ 
1 \ Martin Raff el 

~Uli'.Vice President of Development 
, :and Community Relations 
" 




