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News Summary 
OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY 

THURSDAY, MARCH 27, .1986 -- 6 a. m. EST EDITION 

TODAY'S HEADL INES 

INTERN A. TIONAL NFVIS 

U.S. Says It May Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Armed Resistance -­
Reagan Administration officials said today that United States f1ig·ht and 
naval operations in disputed waters near Libya may end before the 
scheduled conclusion on April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to the American maneuvers. 

(Washington Post, Washington Times, New York Times, AP) 

U.S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region -- Fourteen United 
States Army helicopters today transported a battalion of Honduran troops 
close to an area on the border where Nicaraguan Government fo1•ces were 
reported to be fighting· anti-Governmen t rebels. 

(Washington Post, New York Times ) 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Regan Hints Volcker May Get Third Term As Fed Chairman Chief of 
Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed Chairman 
Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in August 
1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve another 
term. ( Washington Post) 

LIBYA -- Off the coast of Liby::i, 
no shooting, but Kaddafi turned 
up his cal ls for suicide attacks 
on .Americans everywhere. 

ABC POLL -- M)st .Americans feel 
America's toughness has been 
just about right. 

I-Il11JURAS -- U.S. pilots started 
ferrying Honduran soldiers to a 
rerrote border are::i, where remnants 
of a Sandinista force are 
reportedly isolated. 

'Best Regards' 
THE 'w ASHING TON POST 

The following message was sent on commercial teletype Monday 
at 10 a.m. EST, several hours after U.S. ships first crossed the "line 
of death" and two hours after U.S. planes were fired upon: 

From Comm~ in Chief of the U,yan Arab Air Force 
To Commander of Sixth Fleet 
Unless the awessive acts ore stopped against Jomohiriyo llibyoj w~ 

ore bound to destroy the CV !aircraft] carriers /Stop/ In doing that 
will hove the political and military support of the world states /Stop/ 
Maintain in peace vou will leave in peace /Stop/ Best regards 

Thi, Summary i, prepared Monday tlar-.lt Friday by tlae White Hoa•• N...,. Summary Slaff. 
For complete •foria or information, pleae call 456-2950. 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

NAVY PREPARES TO LEAVE GULF; 
Q.ADDAFI PLANS SEA MANEUVERS 

Navy warships last night prepared to leave the Gulf of Sidra after 
steaming closer to Libya's territorial waters, while Col. Qaddafi announced 
intentions to demonstrate his own naval firepower elsewhere in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Libyan government, accorcling to maritime sources, telephoned 
shipping ager.ts around the world yesterday to warn that Libyan warships 
planned target practice today in the area 100 miles north of Tripoli, far to 
the northwest of th e contestec, Gulf of Sicirn where American and Lir.: v&n 
forces have exchang·ed missile fire this week. • 

(George Wilson, i\lashing·ton Post, Al) 

U.S. Says It May Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Arrreci. Resistance 

Reagan Administration officials · said today that United States flight 
and naval operations in disputed waters near Libya may end before the 
scheduled conclusion on. April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to th e American maneuvers. 

A ranking White House official said late today that the withdrawal of 
the Navy's 30-ship armada was tentatively scheduled to start on Thursday, 
but hinged on whether Libya restrained or resumed missile fire at Navy 
aircraft. (Bernard Weinraub, New York Times, Al) 

U.S. Fleet Could Pull Out Of Gulf Of Sidra Today . 

U.S. warships in the Gulf of Sidra, having demonstrated their 
willingness to fight in waters claimed by Col. Qaddafi, could leave the 
disputed gulf today, Pentagon sources say. 

But the Defense Department sources added that if the maneuvers 
withir. the gulf do encl today. the Gth Fleet vessels V-'C'l11d remain nearby in 
the t\'eciiterrnno"'r SeB. ( Nc,rr.-, un Blad;:, / -. ro) 

Fleet May Leave Tomorrow If Not Provoked By Qaddafi 

U.S. officials yesterday said the 6th Fleet had proved it s right to sail 
the Gulf of Sidra and the 30-ship naval task force could pull back as early 
as tomorrow if Col. Qaddafi behaves himself. 

"We have demonstrated the right to operate in international waters. 
We have to do that periodically. We've done that," said Pentagon 
spokesman Robert Sims. (Walter Andrews, Washing·ton Times, Al) 

LIBYA SEEN LIKELY TO DELAY RESPONSE 

TRIPOLI, Libya -- Western diplomats said here today that they expect 
any terrorist response by Col. Qaddafi to the U.S. attacks on Libyan 
patrol boats und antiaircrn.ft missile installations to be delayed for weeks 
an d even months, possibly until Americans h ave relaxed their defenses. 

( Chris topher Dickey, Washington Post, A23) 

-more-
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U.S. Fears Worldwide Terrorism Jn Conflict With Gaddafi 

With all quiet in the Gulf of Sidra, the United States has expressed 
fears that the conflict with Libya might switch from the high seas to the 
shadowy underworld of urban guerrilla warfare. 

State Department officials said yesterday Libyan agents were watching 
U. S. installations abroad and that this might indicate possible attacks on 
American property and civilians. 

Charles Redman said that Libyan surveiUance began before this 
week's naval clashes in the disputed gulf . Ernbnssies and friendly 
governments were alerted to the danger, and American travelers were 
advised to take care. (William Scally, Reuter) 

T·c-rrorist s Trained AbronrJ live In U. S., Official Wori,s 

A top Senate official voiced concern yesterda~r over radicals living in 
the United States who not only are sympathetic toward Col. Qaddafi but 
have not been trained abroad in terrorist activity. 

Joel Lisker, chief counsel of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Security and Terrorism, said in an interview that some individuals from 
five "radical entente" countries -- Libya, Syria, Iran, North Korean m, d 
Cuba -- left the United States under false documents and returned as 
trained terrorists. (cTo:hn Mc Caslin, Washington Times, Al) 

SOME AIRPORTS TIGHTEN UP; OTHERS SAY NO SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 

Extra vigilance is the order of the day at airports from Boston to Los 
Angeles, but officials at New York and Atlanta airports say security is 
tight and won't get any tighter for fear of Libyan terrorists. 

"We not only have our two eyes open, we've got our hands working, 
too," said Thomas DiMaria, public safety coordinator at Greater Buffalo 
(N. Y.) International Airport. (Robert Barr, AP) 

DI Dl\~'T VI OLATE ' 7~ I CT ' WF I TF I-TCGSE DECL1\nr s 

The White House last nivht told Congress that the military s t rikes by 
the U.S. 6th Fleet against Libyan sea and land targ·ets did not require 
President Reagan to report to the Congress under the 1973 War Powers 
Resolution. 

In a letter to Rep. Dante Fascell, chairman of the House Foreig·n 
Affairs Committee, presidential assistant William Ball said, "We disagree 
with your claim that our actions in the Gulf of Sidra have failed to 
adequately satisfy the requirements of the War Powers Resolution. 

(Thomas Brandt, Washington Times, A5) 

TRIPOLI'S REACTION TO WAR CALL: HO-HUM 

TRIPOLI -- Blood-curdling posters, warlike slogans and high taxi 
fares were the only apparent signs of crisis in the Libyan capital 
yesterday , c1 city which seemed to be going about its business with hardly 
a hiccup . (Reuters, Washington Times , A5) 

-more-
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U.S. WANTS SECURITY COUNCIL TO UPHOLD FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

The United States, presenting itself as the champion of seafaring 
nations, wants the U. N. Security Council to reaffirm freedom of navigation 
and to condemn what it views as violations by countries such as Libya. 

The Soviet Union on the other hand, is urging the 15-nation council 
to condemn U.S. "aggression" against Libya in the Gulf of Sidra and to 
take action to protect Libya's territorial integrity. (O.C. Doelling, AP) 

LIBYA CONFRONTATION ROILS SHULTZ'S ATHENS VISIT 

ATHENS -- Efforts by Secretary Shultz and the Greek government to 
mov e their relations hip into "calmer seas" hit h eavy weather iw3tE'80 today 
because of this week's U.S. military action against Libya. 

Shultz's effort to get p ast ( Prime Minister] Papar: dreou 's 
anti-American rhetoric got off to a shaky st art. The international 
relations committee of Papandreou's PASOK party issued a statement today 
condemning the U.S. military action in Libya as "the armed enforcement of 
a new Pax Americana" and an "attempt for a holocaust in the 
~~editerranean." (Joanne Omang, Washington Post , A25) 

U.S. AIDES ENCOURAGED B Y ARAB REACTION ON LIB YA 

U. S. officials said yesterday that they were encouraged by the 
relatively subdued nature of Arab reaction to the military confrontation 
with Libya because the Administration had expected a more vitriolic 
condemnation of the United States. 

"It's still too early to tell, but we feel that the reaction is not nearly 
as bad as it could have been," sa.id a senior State Department official, who 
asked not to be identified. ( John Goshko, Washington Post, A26) 

U. S . AIDES UNCERTAIN ON SIZE OF INCURSION BY NICP.F A. GUA 

Reagan Administration officials , while publicly accusin g· Nicar a g-118 of 
invading Honduras with 1,500 troops, privately acknowledged yesterday 
that they are uncertain about the size of the Nicnra g·u an force an d about 
other details of the headline conflict iri Central America. 

Questions about the size of the incursion were accompanied by an 
uncertainty &bout the sources and reliability of U.S. information, the 
attitude of the Honduran government and the reasons why the 
Administration chose to treat it as a major event. 

( Don Oberdorfer & Fred Hiatt, Washington Post, Al) 

U.S. PILOTS AIRLIFT HONDURANS 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras U.S. military helicopters ferried 
hundreds of Honduran soldiers today to an l'lrea near the Nicaragwrn 
border where Nica raguan troops entered the countr~' to attack 
anti-S:rndinista rebels, U.S. officials said. 

The helicopters landed at least nine miles away from the scene of any 
combat to avoid placing the approximately 50 U.S. pilots and crew members 
in danger, the officials said. ( Robert McCartney, Washington Post, Al) 



Thursday, March 27, 1986 -- A-5 

U.S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- Fourteen United States Army helicopters 
today transported a battalion of Honduran troops close to an area on the 
border where Nicarag1rnn Government forces were reported to be fighting 
anti-Government rebels. (James LelV!oyne, New York Times, Al) 

SENATORf FAIL TO ACHIEVE CONTRA-AID COMPROMISE 

Senate leaders broke off talks yesterday on a bipartisan compromise 
to aid the rebels fighting the government of Nicaragua, with Democrats 
saying the White House "torpedoed" a pocsible agreement and Republicans 
accusir. g the Democrat s of bein g inflexible. 

Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn) blamed the br82kdown on John Foindexter. 
Poindexter arrived late at a morning congressional negotiating session and 
stated the Administration's position on the two issues in what Democrats 
said were unswerving terms. (Milton Coleman, Washington Post, AS) 

Senate A Little Shaky On Contra Aid 

Republicans in the Senate saw their hopes dwindling for easy p8ssage 
of a $J 00 million aid package for the Nicaraguan Contra rebels, bogged 
down in a dispute between Democratic leaders and the Administrntion. 

The Senate planned a final vote today on President Reagan's aid 
request, but it appeared Republican leader Robert Dole's early confidence 
that the request would attract 70 or 80 votes had evaporated. 

(Michael Myers, UPI) 

Senate Talks Collapse On Contra Aid Compromise 

The Senate was set to act today on President Reagan's $100 million 
aid request for Nicaraguan rebels after a 24-hour delay and the collapse of 
negotiations aimed at reaching a bipartisan compromise. 

Talks between the Republk::m majority and the Democr::itic minority 
broke c:own yeste1·c:,.-,y n. mid D0mocratic cha1· i:-;es the White Rouse lwcl 
"hardened its attitude" and "torpedoed" a possible ag-reement. 

(Carol Giacomo, Reuter) 

Senators Work Late Preparing For Contra Aid Vote 

Efforts to reach a bipartisan accord on aid to the Nicaraguan 
resistance collapsed late yesterday, forcing- the Senate to postpone debate 
on the Administration proposal that has bitterly divided Congress. 

Senate leaders were meeting privately late last night in hopes of 
reaching a last-minute compromise, before the Senate early today begins 
consideration of the $100 million aid pad:age for the rebels fighting 
Nicaragua's Marxist Sandinista Regime. 

( Christopher Simpson, Washington Times, Al) 

-more-



Thursday, March 27, 1986 -- A-6 

HONDURANS WERE HESITANT TO SEEK U. S. AID 

Pressure and reassurances were needed before Honduras would agree 
to ask the United States for emergency aid against an armed Nicaraguan 
incursion, senior Administration officials said yesterday. 

Honduran reluctance was only overcome late Monday after long 
negotiations involving President Jose Azcona Hoyo, his military commanders 
and Elliot Abrams, officials said . (Stephens Broening, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

REAGAN HEADS FC-R RANCH WHILE CO NTINP ING CON T RA AI D, 
BALAN CED B UDGF.T RAT TLES 

Pr <.?si cier..t Reng·an was still jousting with Congr ess over hi s Cent r al 
American policy and a balanced-budget amendment as he prepared for a 
10-day vacation at his California "Ranch in the Sky." 

On his way to the ranch north of Santo. Barbara the Presided was 
s topping off in New Orlean s to do his bit in helpin g Republicans r e t ain 
control of the Senate. (Dale Nelson, AP) 

NICARAGUANS REPORTED PINNED DOWN IN HONDU RAS 

Reagan Administration officials said yeste rday tha t a .Nicar ag-m!r. 
b attalion of about 300 troop s remained pinned dow n inside Honduras, an d a 
senior adviser said this was "an advertisement" of the aggressive military 
intentions of Nicaragua on the eve of a Senate vote on a $100 million aid 
package for the anti-Sandinista rebels. 

Larry Speakes said that "contrary to statements made by Nicaraguan 
emissaries in several locations, it now appears fhat as many as 300 
Sandinista troops are blocked in Honduras and unable to extricate 
themselves . " 

Administration efforts to extract some advantage from the Sandinista 
incursion came on a day when the mood at the White House changed from 
optimism to un ce r tain ty about the prospects of the contra aid p nckag·e. It 
.1lso prodw:-:ed r ecrfr;ii nations nt Whit e Ho1.:'."0. l>ric fi ng-s, wh <" rP ;i se r. ic r 
Admini s tration offici al accu sed r eporte r s of ornittin R facts from thei r st orie s 
in a manner that favors the Sandinis t a govern ment . 

(Lou Cannon, Washin g-ton Pos t , A8 ) 

Sandinista Forces Defeated; Only 300 Still In Honduras 

Two Nicaraguan b attalions that invaded Honduras retreated in 
disarray yesterday after five days of fighting with anti-Sandinista rebels, 
and U.S. diplomatic sources said fewer than 300 stragglers remained on 
Honduran soil. 

An embassy source in the Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa reported 
the Nicaraguans had "lost their integrity" -- military jargon for a defeat 
-- suffering 200 dead and losing large quantities of documents and milit ar y 
equipment. (Roger Fontaine , Washing·ton Times, Al) 

-more-
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WHITE HOUSE WAS OUT FRONT WITH NEWS 
OF SANDINISTA INCURSION INTO HONDURAS 

"You can't cover the war from the White House," Larry Speakes told 
reporters as they peppered him with questions about Nicaragua's :reported 
attack across the Honduran border. 

That statement is evident, but this was a fight that might not have 
been noticed -- much less netted $20 million in U.S. military aid to repel 
the attackers -- had it not been for the bully pulpit in the White House 
press briefing room. The White House, in fact, was the principal sourcP.s 
of information about the conflict this week. 

(Michael Putzel, News Analysis, AP) 

GORBACHEV CALLS FOR U.S. -SOVIET NAVAL PULLOUT 

MOS COW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, assailing U. S. actions against Libya 
as "an encroachment," today proposed the withdrawal of all Soviet and 
American military fleets from the Mediterranean, according to the official 
Soviet news agency Tass. 

Gorbachev pledged that the Soviet Union would remove its naval fleet 
from the Mediterranean region at the same time the U.S. 6th Fleet pulled 
out, accordinf! to Tass. (Gary Lee, Washingion Post, A28) 

Gorbachev: U. S. , Soviets Should Pull Fleets From Mediterranean 

MOSCOW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, accusing the United States of waging 
a planned "punitive" attack against Libya, has proposed that Moscow and 
Washington remove their fleets from the Mediterranean. 

"The United States is not stinting words in justifying that act of 
aggression," he said Wednesday about this week's U.S. -Libyan clashes in 
the Gulf of Sidra. "Facts irrefutably show, however, that it is not an 
unexpected incident but a punitive operation conceived and planned in 
advance." (Anna Christensen, UPI) 

U.S. MAY ANSWER SOVIET SALT "VIOLATIONS" H,, Y.TND 

Kenneth Adelman, a top arms 
Administration was considering· 
submarine fleet to expand beyond 
Soviet "violations." 

control official, said yesterday that the 
allowing· the U.S. ·missile-carrying 

arms agreement limits as a response to 

Other government sources said a national security planning group met 
Tuesday at the White House to study a range of possible responses to what 
were regarded as continuing Soviet violations of the ratified 1979 SALT JI. 

(Charles Corddry, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

SHULTZ PREPAPES FCR KEY TALKS IN GREECE AS THOUSANDS PROTEST 

A THENS, Greece -- Secretary Shultz holds key talks with Prirr.e 
Minister Papandreou today after massive street protests against his visit 
and a mixture of kind and harsh words from Greece's ruling Socia]jsts. 

_ Shultz has said he will press Papandreou to clarify the future of 
American bases after hints by the Greek leader that he will back down on 
a pledge to shut them by 1990. (Bruce Clark, Reuter) 
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U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL FINDS PAKISTAN FIRM FIGHTING DRUGS 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan Attorney General Meese has expressed 
satisfaction with the response from Pakistan on fighting the drug traffic to 
the West. 

Meese held a news conference last night after a two-day visit aimed 
at underlining U.S. support for Pakistan's opposition to the Soviet military 
presence in neighboring Afghanistan and its fight against drugs. 

(Raja Asghar, Reuter) 

BONN, U.S. IN ACCORD IN SDI RF.SEARCH PACT 

After prolonged negotiations ·west Gerrr:nny Hnd the l:nited Stut,~f", r.ave 
reached accord on Bonn's role in research for President Reagan's "star 
wars 11 space defense program. 

The Pentagon said, "Things are close to being ironed out, and there 
is a good possibility that we will have sorr:ething [today]." 

(Reuter story, Washington Times, A4) 

EMBASSY SECURITY PROPOSAL CRITICIZED 

Critics of an Administration plan to spend $4. 4. bil1ion to upg-rade 
security at U.S. embassies say the program is unmanageable and will still 
leave American installations abroad vulnerable to terrorist attacks. 

"They [the State Department] don't know how to spend what they've 
got now," said one Reagan Administration official. "The folks don't handle 
money like you would at home." (Warren Strobel, Washington Times, A5) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Soviet Missiles 'Capablern by Karen DeYoung appears 
on page A 1 of the Washington Post. 

"Envoy s Speculate On Likelihooc1 Of Soviet Losses" b y Christopher 
Dickey appears on page A27 of the Washington Post. 

"Clash Has Embarrassed Moderate Arabs," News Analysis by Jonathan 
Randal, appears on page A28 of the Washington Post. 

### 



NATIONAL NEWS 

REGAN HINTS VOLCKER MAY GET THIRD TERM AS FED CHAIRMAN 

Chief of Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed 
Chairman Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in 
August 1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve 
another term. 

In what appeared to be an effort to calm fears that there is serious 
discord in the nation's central bank, or wide policy disagreements between 
the Fed and the White House, Regan said that the views of Volcker and 
President Feagan on basic monetary issues are not "that far off. 11 

( Hobart Rowrn, Washing-ton Post, Al) 

U.S. SUES GENERAL DYNAMICS OVER DIV AD GUN CHARGES 

The Justice Department sued General Dynamics Corp. yesterday, 
alleging that the company mischarged the government an undetermined 
amount on a $41 million contract to build a prototype of the Divad 
antiaircraft gun. 

The civil suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles, grew out 
of Fl U.S. investigation that led to the indi~tment in December of Gener::i l 
Dynamics and four current or former executives in connection with the 
Division Air Defense gun, also known as the Sgt. York. 

(AP story, Washington Post, A5) 

$750 MILLION IN EXTRA FARM LENDING AID STARTING TO SHRINI< 

The Farmers Home Administration, under pressure to provide more 
loan money to help farmers through spring planting, has used up about a 
sixth of the additional $750 million that President Reagan released for loans 
two weeks ago. 

FmE A acirn inisu:,tnr VRnce Cl::irk said tll:,t 8bout 15 stntes th:11 r,:r 
out of direct operating- loan allocation s have t apper: the new fund for $123 
million. Other states are expected to seek aid as the planting season 
moves north and demand for financing intensifies. 

(Ward Sinclair, Washing-ton Post, All) 

MISSOURIAN TO BE NAMED TO USDA NO. 2 POST 

Peter Myers, an Agriculture Department administrator since 1982, will 
be named the second in command at the agency, congressional sources 
said. 

Myers, assistant secretary for natural resources and environment 
since last May, will move up to deputy secretary of agriculture and fill an 
opening created last month when John Norton left the job, the sources s aid 
Wednesday. (Barry Mnssey, AP) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Crimson Over Meese" by Howard Kurtz appears on pag·e 
Dl of the Washington Post. 

### 



NEWS FR0/111 THE STA TES 

MEDITERRANEAN SKIRMISH LIEEL Y TO HELP KHADAFY 

GALESBURG, Ill. ( UPI) -- A Knox College political scientist said Tuesday 
Moammar Khadafy likely will be the ultimate winner politically in the 
latest confrontation between American and Libyan forces around the Gulf 
of Sidra. "I think if we are trying to undermine Mr. Khadafy, this is 
not the way to do it," said Robert Siebert, a professor of pol:i ticul 
science who co- authored a textbook in 1982 entitled r Politics and Chan ~te 
in the Middle F.ast.' 

"In fact, this is e vood way to genernte pretty widespread surport 
i<H' him,n sa.id ;:iiebert. "There isn't a small country anywhe n ; in tr.e 
world that is comfortable about setting a precedent of superpowers 
<;oming· in and beating up on them, rer:ardless of what the provocations 
ar·e presumed to be. So he's g·oing- to be able to milk this pretty 
substantially if it ends at the kind of level of corfl..ict that it' ::: at 
now." 

U.T. EXPERTS CRITICIZE U.S. ACTION IN LIBYA 

A US TIN, Texas ( UPI) -- The military confrontation between the United 
States and Libya will only enhance Libyan leader Col. lVoammar KhDc:lnfy's 
international appeal, according to Middle East experts Ht the University 
of Texas. "Mr. Reagan is, in some ways, Khadafy's best" public relations 
man, said James Bill, a government professor and specialist on Middle 
Eastern affairs. 11 Confrontation converts a man who is relatively 
insignificant on the world stage suddenly into a major actor, fl he said. 
"It makes the man appear much bigger and more important than he is. n 
Robert Fernea, a professor of anthropology at UT's Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies, agreed. 

Fernea said the 
targets might be linked 
the Nicara2,·urrn contrD 

attacks by U.S. warplanes on Libyan military 
to President Reagan's push for military aid to 
rebels . "I look on it ns a politicnl net 

e ntirel> , I! hE"' ~t1icl. "r t ' s pure l-, r, :1var.i s n· to n-c,. I re1-.r~ i t rr s hc>in 'I 
conrected to the contra issTJe in Congress. It will ma "ke the vote ri ext 
time around take place in A. greater sense of urg-ency. Since Ronald 
Reagan took over as president there's r,een A. pattern of doing this," 
said Bill. 

CALIFORNIANS PICKET FOR, AGAINf;T REAGAN'S LIBYAN ACTIONS 

FRESNO ( UPI) Rival groups picketed together outside the federal 
building in Fresno Tuesday, one group supporting President Reagan and 
the Sixth Fleet's operations near Libya and the other charging the 
President was provoking Libyan President Moammar Khadafy. There was no 
violence between members of the Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom and the group sponsored by the American Legion, but there 
were angry words. 

The women 's group carried picket signs denouncing the Sixth fleet's 
war . exercises off the coast of Libya and the other gToup cA.rried 
American flags and s jg-ns saying they supported Reagnn and the right of 
the United States to conduct the war games. 

-more-
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DE CUELLAR L.A. VISIT CUT SHORT BY LIBYA TROUBLES 

LOS ANGELES (UPI) -- Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, cut short his California visit Tuesday to return to New 
York to help ease tension brought on by the Libyan crisis in the Gulf of 
Sidra. Neither Libya nor the United States requested a Security Council 
meeting, but Perez de Cuellar said Libya and the United States sent him 
letters outlining their disparate versions of the hostilities. "For the 
Soviets, it's a provocation and for the Americans, they were eYP.rcising 
their dg-hts to act in international waters," he said. 

In a letter to the Security Council, U.S. Arnho.ssador Vernon Walters 
snic, "The United States government protests the unjustified attacks 
against Americ1:m naval units operating· in or above international 
waters." Soviet deputy chief of mission, Ambassadol' Vrcf'iliy Safror~chuk, 
fired back at a news conference that "nobody asked the United States to 
police international waters. This is a sheer act of wnr." he said. A 
letter to Perez de Cuellar fro1:1 the Libyan foreign ministry said, 
"Libya, therefore, has no other choice in protecting its security and 
integrity than to resort to its own strength," the letter said. 

OHIO OFFICIALS SUPPORT REAGAN'S LIBYAN ACTION 

DAYTON ( UPI) -- Most Ohio congressmen are pointing to Col. Khadafy 8S 

the antagonist in this week's U.S. attack on Libyan targets; however, 
some lawmakers are questioning· whether President Reagan was provoking· a 
fight. Democratic Rep. Don Pease of Oberlin said the United States 
certainly knew how Khadafy was going to respond to warplanes crossing 
over that line and he questioned whether the U.S. was deliberately 
antagonizing the Libyan leader. 11 The question is why we should pick 
this particular time to prove a point. It looks as if President Reagan 
is just spoiling for a fight. 11 said Pease. 

Democratic Rep. Louis Stokes also questioned whether the U.S. was 
within its rights. Republican Rep. Robert McEwen said he is backing the 
President 100 percent in this incident and that there vrns "clearly 
hostile inte nt" on Khada fy's part. Echoing !V!cEwen was his Republican 
c01leug-ue ThomAs Kind nt~ c;s . Der:1ocr:: tic Rep. .T::imes Traficurt sn icl U.S. 
warplanes had every rig·ht to fly within the 125-mile line. Also backing· 
the president was Republican Rep. \Villis Gradison of Cincinrnlti. Ohio 
Senators Glenn an_d Metzen.baum were in agreement regardinp- the incident. 

LIBYA HURT MOST, PROF SAYS 

EAST LANSING, Mich. (UPI) -- A Michigan State University specialist in 
military affairs said the interchange of missile file between Libya and 
the United States will hurt the Libyans most. "I think that sending 
ships into the Gulf of Sidra should be regarded as a reasonable, routine 
act by the U.S. government, 11 political science professor David Rohde 
said today. "Khadafy claims a water limit thnt we regard as 
unreasonable and to demonstrate that we don't accept it, we periodically 
have to sail across it and that's what we did." Rohde said hostilities 
m,;y escalate "but whatever happens, Libyan will get the worst of it." 

-end of A-section-



NETWORK NEWS SUMMARY 

(Wednesday Evening, March 26, 1986) 

LIBYA 

CB S's Dan Rather: Off the coast of Libya, tension but no shooting today. 
Muommar J( [!.(1 dafi turned up his calls for suicide attacks on An;ericans 
everywhere. 

CBS's David Martin reports from Libya that pictures of a Libyan 
patrol boat on fire in the Gulf of Gidra were released tc,clay by the 
Sixth Fleet. The first hard evidence of thP darr.[tg·e J\';,vy jets ha,.:e 
done with their missiles. Lifeboats can be seen as survivors scramble 
to escape the burning veE:·sel, one of several which ventured out 
toward the American fleet. 
(Admiral Kelso: "We were not gcing to permit them to attack our 
forces, and there are very definitely severely damaged patrol boats, 
and we're continuing to evaluate the others. We certainly did nothing 
to provoke an action. There was no American ship or plane within 60 
miles of the Libyan international waters that are recognized by most 
of the world when that firing· took place.") 
The U.S . . does not have the Mediterranean to itself. Soviet ships 
continue to monitor the exercise, but Pentagon officials say there is 
no evidence the Russians are passing intelligence to their Libyan 
clients. In Moscow, Gorbachev tried to score a few propaganda 
points in a meeting with the President of Algeria by accusing the 
U.S. of aggression, and calling for immediate negotiations on the 
withdraw! of both the American and Russian navies from the 
Mediterranean. A State Department official called the proposal 
"absurd." The biggest dang·er to Americans is not at sea, but on 
land. 
(State Department spokesman Charles Redman: "We are aware that 
agents of the Libynn g·overnment have beer conducting· surveillance 
o;;n rntions ag-aiL ~t a numlir:r of Amt?ricnn in s t::1llatiors and. int erests 
around the v-,orld. This could mean thfl t Americans are tRrr:eted for 
attacks in the future.") 
Pentagon officials say the operation could end as soon as tomorrow. 
But the American fleet is exrccted to remain in the general area for 
at least a few more days. 

Rather: I asked Doug Tunnell in Tripoli if the Libyan people see 
Kaddafi as the winner or loser in this recent fighting. 

Tunnell reports that it's looking very much like Kaddafi could still 
come out a winner. What America has done has given them a common 
enemy today, a repeated warning, another call to Arabs to launch 
suicide strikes against American targets. Both on embassies and 
businesses in the Middle East. And from Damascus today, at least 
one Palestinian group has agreed to comply. 

Rather: Tom Fenton reports tonight that mcrny Americnns ::ibronct nre 
taking- the new Libyan thrent seriously, but many wonder how or if 
they can protect themselves. 

-more-



Thursday, March 27, 1986 -- B-2 

CB S's Tom Fenton reports that in Damascus today, Abu Nida!, the 
Palestinian terrorist closely linked with Col. Kaddafi, issued this 
threat: 11 Anything American has from now on become a target for 
armed revolutionaries. 11 In Beirut today, a car bomb killed 8 innocent 
Lebanese and wounded 80. Such events are routine in Lebanon, but 
the mind that could create such carnage is the type of mentality that 
threatens potential victims everywhere. 

Rather: The Reagan Administration today officially notified Congress 
that, m its view, the Gulf of Sidra operations do not require 
invocation of the 1973 War Powers Act. That act seeks to require a 
president to notify Congress within 43 hours if and when U.S. forces 
are put in danger of hostile fire. (CBS-Lead) 

ABC's Steve Shep::ird reports tlwt e Navy photo shows a Soviet-built 
Libyan-owned (gunboat), attacked by U.S. planes off of Beng·hazi 
early Tuesday morning EST. 
(TV: Photo of burning· Libyan ship.) 
(Admiral Kelso: "We were not going to permit them to attack our 
forces. One of my major responsibilities is to protect the American 
kids that operate these ships and fly these airplanes. 11

) 

Today, U. S. flight operations continue off of the coast of Libya. But 
there has been no hostile action for more than two days. Unless 
Libya attacks again, U.S. }:aval exercises are close to winding down . 

. The Sixth Fleet could be headed b ack to port as early as tomorrow. 
(ABC-2) 

NB C's Tom Brokaw: Kaddafi warned today that American targets all over 
the world now would be fair game for retaliation, because of the U.S. 
military strikes in the Gulf of Sidra. In the Gulf of Sidra today, 
U.S. warships and jet fighters operated without incident, and NB C's 
Fred Francis reports from the Pentagon tonight this has prompted an 
American claim of victory. 

NB C's Fred Francis reports that the 0.arrier Saratoga and the rest of 
the Sixth Fleet have not been challenged for almost two days. And 
f:efense officials tell NEC News tlwt the battle for the ri ,rh t of 
passage in the Gulf of Sidra is over. Cfficials say the fleet, which 
continued its air operations today, will withdraw by Friday if Kadd2fi 
does not unleash his ships or planes or missile batteries . The navy 
released pictures of a Soviet-built vesP,el, one of four lost in the g-ulf 
fighting·. It is estimated by Defense officials that as many 200 
Libyans have died since Monday. The man in charge of the 
three-carrier battle group, Vice Admiral Frank Kelso, told reporters 
today that his fleet wasn't looking for a fight. There is a real 
concern in Washington that Kaddafi might lash out with terrorist 
attacks against American targets. In fact, Administration sources say 
that one of the reasons the President sent the fleet to Libya was 
because of intelligence reports that Kaddafi had planned terrorist 
attacks against American diplomats. There is no indication tonight 
that the presence of the Sixth Fleet has changed Kaddafi's mind. 

-more-
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ABC NEWS POLL 

Jennings: Last night, we surveyed more than 500 people by telephone. In 
addition, ABC News' Bill Blakemore has found some pretty strong 
opinions or the street. 

ABC's Bill Blakemore reports that the national flurry of reaction to 
our clash with Libya was found by the nationwide ABC News poll to 
contain some very clear patterns. Two-thirds of Americans approved 
c,f Ronald Reagan's handling of the conflict, and think the level of 
Arr.erica's military toughness has been just about right. 

APPROVE: 66% 

DISAPPROVE: 23% 

NO OPINION: 11% 

HCW TOUGH WAS REAGAN? 

JUST APOUT RIGHT: 67% 

NOT TOUGH ENOUGH: 12% 

TOO TOUGH: 16% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

SHOULD THE U.S. TEACH KADDAFI MORE OF A LESSON, EVEN 
IF IT MEANS RISKING A LARGER WAR WITH LIBYA? 

YES: 39% NO: 57% 

DID REAGAN PROVOKE KADDAFI? 

NO: 66% 

NO OPINION: 7% 

Margin of Error: + /- = 5% 

GORBACHEV ON LIBYAN ACTION 

WILL THIS ACTION PROVOKE 
MORE FUTURE TERRORISM? 

NC: 45% 

NO CHANGE: 39% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

(ABC-5) 

Brokaw: Gorbachev, in his first public comment- on the Gulf of Sidra 
tig·hting, said today, "It showed the imperial bandit face of the U.S." 
He offered to withdraw the Soviet flE'et from the Mediterrnne:m if the 
U.S. would do the same tJ-,Jng·. (NBC-4) 

-more-
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Jennings reports that Mikhail Gorbachev weighed in today on the 
U.S. /Libyan dispute. Gorbachev said in the past few days that 
America has shown "its imperial bandit face. 11 Mr. Gorbachev also 
had a proposal for opening talks on withdrawing all American and 
Soviet Naval ships from the Mediterranean. (ABC-2; CBS-1) 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Rather: In Central America, some of the latest U.S. military aid is now 
being hand-delivered by U.S. military personnel. U.S. military 
helicopters piloted by U. S. military crews spent the day ferrying 
Honduran soldiers to the frontier of Nicaragua, a remote Honduran 
province vvhere a much talked-about, but not at all seen major 
l\:icaraguar.. troop incursion or invasion is supposedly ir. progTess. In 
Washine-tcn, President Reagan's forces rushed to the front lines in 
CongTess, where the Senate is now nearing· a vote on military aid for 
the contras fighting _t-..Ticaragua's government. 

CBS's Richard Schlessinger reports from Honduras that at daybreak, 
U.S. pilots started ferrying Honduran soldiers to the remote border 
area, where remnants of a Sandinista force are reportedly isolated, 
and trying to escape back into Nicaragua. 14 American helicopters 
nre being· used to move between five and six hundred Hondurar: 
troops to the mountain jungles east of the capital. American officials 
say the helicopters will stay about ten miles away from any fighting. 
Informed sources say three battilions of Nicaraguan troops tried four 
times on Sunday to overrun the main rebel camp , about 15 miles 
inside Honduras. They did not succeed, and about 2, 000 
U.S. -backed contra rebels cut off their retreat. Some prisoners were 
taken, and Honduran authorities showed two of them to the news 
media. There have been at least 35 Nicaraguan attacks across the 
Honduran border in the past two years. The one this week was by 
far the largest. The Reagan Administration says the Sandinistas 
tried to mount an all-out invasion, but the Honduran Foreign Minister 
;:;tops fa.r short of that. He says only the NicarR.guans defiec' his 
r:;cvernment demand that Sr,ndinis ta f;old iers s Lc:•:1 out of Fonc~urns. 
(Carlos Lopez Conteras: "This incursioE does not represent 2 major 
threat to the security of Hondurns. 11

) 

Lopez worries that the use of American helicopters will drag Hondurns 
into the middle of an American political debate, over the 
Administration's $100 million aid package for the contras. 
Washington's version of what is happening here, says Lopez, could be 
exaggerated by highly partisan politicians. 

CBS's Phil Jones reports that as the Senate debate on aid to the 
contras began, the Reagan Administration was emphasizing the 
urgency of the fighting in Honduras. Spokesman Larry SpeakeR read 
a letter from the Honduran ·President, received yesterday, stating: 

"My government has confirmed the presence of Sandinista armed 
forces on Honduran territory." 

-more-
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Jones continues: 
Officials were clearly irritated by suggestions of exaggeration. 
(State Department's Redman: "The government of Honduras ought to 
know whether its national sovereignity has been violated, whether it 
is under attack by the Sandinista army. It has so said. 11 ) 

(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when they have 
played the statesman and not when they have played 'Rambo.' And 
this Administration is playing 'Rambo' in Nicaragua. 11

) 

Even before the debate begnn today, Democrats accused the 
Administration of torpedoing· a compromise. A compromise that called 
for face-to-face negotiations with the SaP.dinistas, and a second 
congressional vote on military aid that could not be vetoed by the 
Presic.ent. On the Senate floor, the debate was rr.ostly along· party 
lines. Is appeHrs the Administration has enoug-h votes to get its 
contra aid packa~:e throug·h the Senate. But it is g·oing· to be close, 
arid it will not be the strong, bipartisan messag·e that Republican 
leaders had hoped to send the Sandinistas. (CBS-3) 

ABC's Feter Collins reports U.S. Army helicopters were airborne today, 
carrying Honduran troops toward the Nicaraguan border and a 
possible confrontation with Sandinista forces. It all had the ominous 
look and sound of war, but the fighting of the past few duys is 
already dying down. The contras are claiming to have routed the 
Sandinistas, killing 200 while losing 40 men of their owr.. American 
officials here have expressed amazement that the Sandinista0 would 
hand President Reagan this kind of propaganda coup. But they're 
moving quickly to take advantage of it. 

ABC's Sam Donaldson: Reag·an Administration officials, beginning with 
Press Secretary Larry Speakes, bridled today at suggestions today 
they are hyping the Honduran situation for purposes of the contra 
aid battle on Capitol Hill. Speakes read the formal letter from 
Honduran President Escona, requesting "urgent military assistance to 
repel a Sandinista presence in flagrant violation of our sovereignity." 
Speakes said hl~ couldn't explain why some Honduran officials continue 
to minimize reports of an invasion. But a senior \•Vhite House official 
quotecl ty n rule of anoPyfY'ity sr,-i1, they nrc vc1·y i;roosey ir1 
Tug-usig·ulp a ubout acknowledging the presence of contras on their 
territory. And as to the conilictinp: repor·ts as to how many 
SandinistRs 8.re actually on Honduran territory, and how r.rnch 
fighting is actually going on, the State Departrr.ent spokesman handled 
the numbers question this way: 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 or 1120 or 1760 
all I am saying is that there is a battle going on, the situation is 
tense, there are sizable numbers of Nicaraguans there under any 
circumstance.") 
Not everyone in Congress was convinced. 
(Sen. Sasser: "Without question, there's an enormous offensive 
underway. What we're not sure of is whether it's a public relations 
offensive by the Administration to get aid for the contras or whether 
there's a military offensive by the Nicaraguans. I think the answer 
to that question is in doubt.") 
The doubts wP.ren't helped by word that in the middle of all this, 
Honduran President Esconn went off on v acation. But then, it seems 
only fair: the Gulf of SidrR notwithstandinv,, President Reagan lenves 
on hjs tomorrow morning. 

-more-
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Jennings: Which means that the President will be out of town by the 
time the Senate gets to voting on aid for the Nicaraguan contras. 
Ever since last week's 'no' vote in the House, the Reagan 
Administration has been looking forward to -- and perhaps counting 
on a win in the Senate -- where the Republicans have the majority. 
Debate began today. But even in the Senate, the President is 
running into some difficulties. 

ABC's Brit Hume: Republican leaders expected to prevail, but kept 
tryrng rn t2.lks with Democrats today to win more of them over. It 
wasn't easy. The President sent National Security Advisor Poindexter 
with word he would not agree to a requirement Congress approve this 
aid twice, and would not agree to talks tlrnt exclude the contras. 
One Democrat said Poindexter --
(Sen. Sasse1' : ''SteE1med in to the Majority Leader's uffice, at flank 
speed, torpedoed the negotiations without even a warning· shot across 
the bow. n) 
Republican leaders denied that, but admitted they were worried. 
(Sen. Lugar: "I think it will be possible to pass it, but I think it 
will be very close, and my guess is that we have 51 votes. I hope 
we have that many.") 
So debate began on $100 million on miEtary and other aid to the 
contras. There would be a joint commission named by the President 
and Conrress to oversee efforts to negotiate, but with no power to 
stop the aid. The floor debate and remarks outside reflected deep 
division over this issue. 
(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when its played a 
statesman and not played 'Rambo.' This Administration is playing 
'Rambo' in Nicaragua, and the American people want it to halt.") 
(Sen. Gramm: "We are faced with a new problem; a new reality: a 
communist foothold on the mainland of the Americas. And we need a 
bipartisan consensus to deal with that problem.") 
So does the Administration. That's the reason for today's talks, but 
this evening they were still going, and Presidential aide Poindexter 
WEIS still here. (ABC-Lead) 

i-;BC' s Torn Brokaw: There• i:, a confusing_- situatinn in CentraI /..rneri.ca 
tordght, but the Aciministration continues to im:jst that a large 
number of Nicaraguan Sandinista soldiers are trapped in Honduras, 
and that the fighting still is going on. Nic::iragua denies thnt, and 
even some American Defense Department officials are skeptical about 
the size of the Sandinista force. The White House sees this as a 
very serious situation. 

ABC's Jim Miklaszewski reports that the Administration says that 150() 
Sandinista soldiers crossed the border into Honduras in a major 
invasion that began Saturday night, and on Sunday staged four 
assaults on at least one, perhaps two, contra camps. 
(TV: Sandinista raiding force marching. ) 
But the contras repelled the attacks, and forced the Nicaraguans to 
retreat. But informed sources, both in the Pentagon and in 
Honduras, dispute a major part of the Administration version. Those 
sources say that the initial Sandinista force was actually about oOO. 
Just slivhtly larg·er than raiding parties which had strnc!~ at contra 
camps in the past. 

-more-
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Miklaszewski continues: 
Honduras reports there have been some 60 such raids in the past 
three years. Military sources say intelligence from Honduras just 
does not support the 1500 troops the Administration reports. White 
House spokesman Larry Speakes stood by the Administration accounts, 
saying, "these are the facts. Whatever they seid is not the facts. 
Sorry. 11 The State Department suggested that numbers are not 
important. 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 er 1120 or 1760, 
all I'm saying is that there is a battle going on.") 
Some members of Congress dim1gree. Former ambassador Robert 
White, a frequent critk of Administration policies in Central America , 
says there's just no proof to the Administration's claims. Some 
members of Congress sug-r_c3 t the Administration figures were hyped, 
to influence upcomin g votes on contra aid, an d SAY if that's the case , 
it raises questions about more than just the accuracy of 
Administration intelligence reports. 

ABC's Robin Lloyd reports more than a dozen U.S. helicopter s, flown 
by American military pilots, loaded up 500 to 600 Honduran soldiers, 
taking them into a remote mountainous area near the Nicaraguan 
border. 
(TV: lJ. S. soldiers assisting Honduran soldiers.) 
Even Honduran government s pokesmer v.rere keeping a low profile, 
giving no explanation why the U.S. , not Honduras, made the first 
announcement. Honduras confirmed the Sandinista attack, only after 
a visit yesterday by the top U.S. military official in the region, 
General John Galvin. Some Hondurans are now suggesting that the 
U.S. pressured the Honduran government to call for American help. 
But another explanation was that the Honduran government was 
seeking to avoid controversy. But tonight, as the airlift continues, 
the Hondurans appear to be taking yet another step toward the U. S. 
side in the Central American conflict. 

Brokaw: reports thnt NBC's Dennis Murphy is in Managua, Nicarag·u a 
tonig·ht , v1her e the ~andinista gcvPrnm ent con tinues to c~0-n y that they 
r:avc nny troop s involved i n Po11 clu ras at ri l l. B y th e \1·r:y , t hat '.f. 2(; 
million the Presidert sent Honduras to cle&l with the repor ts of the 
Sandinistas -- that $20 million is in addition to another $450 million 
that in military aid the Reagan Administration h as sent the tiny 
CentrRl American country in the last five years. And in the U.S. 
Senate this evening, the President's request for $100 million in 
additional aid to the contras is expected to pass after some bitter 
debate. That was true even hefore this latest report of the 
Sandinista invasion. Sen. Dole acknowledged today that that helped 
the President's cause. Referring to the Sandinistas, Dole said, "I 
hope they don't pull out while we're debating this.!" (NBC-Lead) 

CHALLENGER REMAINS 

Brokaw: reports that the waiting is over tonig·ht for most of the families of 
the seven Challenp;e r astronauts. Their l0ved ones now have been 
identified, ancJ funeral arrangements are underw u~r . ( NB C-6) 

-more-
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COMMENTARY 

NBC's John Chancellor: Daniel Ortega is on his way to winning this year's 
award for dumb timing. Which is interesting, because Ortega won 
last year's award for dumb timing .... Just a few days ago, the House 
voted against aid to the contras, and the Senate is to vote this week. 
The Nicaraguan invasion of a neighboring country could produce 
votes in both Houses to help the contras. . . . The Co~gress is again 
outrag·ed, the Hou se of Representatives again embarrassed. Speaker 
O'Neill says OrtegA. is a bumbling, incompetent communist. After !ast 
ye::1r1s dumb timing, the Congress voted some money for the contras. 
If the timing this year is as it looks, t}-,e contras may get their money 
again. < ~B C-9) 

Editor's Note: ABC's Richard Threlkeld filed a 'status report' on Kaddafi's 
reign rn Libya, which included file film of the Libyan leader and his 
ways. (ABC-6) 

### 



EDITORIALS/COLUMNISTS 

LIBYA 

The Stakes In The Sidra Gulf -- "If anyone in the world had it coming, 
Moammar Khadafy did .... But there you have to feel a little uncomfortable 
about the Administration's judgment, too. The first time the Navy's jets 
fired on Libyan ships nr,_cl a coastal r adar installation, it made a point. 
Continuing to pound away starts to look like taunting· a madman. And it 
is h ard to justify that as a foreign policy imperative." 

(Chicago Tribune, 3/2fi) 

Crossing The 'Line Of Death' -- "A great seafaring nation like thP. UnitH; 
States has much at stake globally in asserting- the right of peaceful transit 
beyond the 12-mile limit. A great status quo power like the United States 
must tHke the lead, if no others will, in dealing with rogue regimes that 
sponsor and encourage terrorism. . . . We must rot surrender to the apostles 
of hate and outlawry. It is this nation's painful mission to uphold 
internation·a1 law and order even when others cower." 

(Baltimore Sun, 3/26) 

Why's The U.S. Fighting? A P.urden Of Leadership -- "Like it er not, 
invite or not -- the U.S. is the dominant moral force on Earth today. 
That's not a job anybody goes out looking for, but it carries burdens that 
are hard to escape.... That's what the U.S. is proving in the 
Mediterranean right now. It's tough and risky. But it's overdue -- and 
dead right." (New York Daily News, 3/26) 

Might On Behalf Of Right In The Gulf Of Sidra ... -- "Washington behaved 
with impeccable respect for international law, even while acting against the 
world's most ostentatious outlaw. There was a principle at stake - freedcm 
of navigation. (New York Post, 3/26) 

~i ght Goal, Doubtful Strategy -- "The issue of navigation in the Gulf of 
f-i c'ra offE.:red a ten:p tir.r:· .r cok fo r America to g r r. t - aided b~;, Cul. 
Khadafy's ea g-erness to bite - in dealin f with a problem that torn-,crit s the 
Administration. The goals are right: to find ways to dry up state support 
for terrorism and to encournge Arab ond Libyan opposition to Col. 
Khadafy. Unfortunately the risky strategy being tried in the Gulf of 
Sidra could produce the opposite results from those intended." 

(Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

The Sidra Turkey Shoot "Col. Quaddafi is not simply another 
sun-crazed lunatic. He is a client and trusted ally of the Soviet Union, 
using the wealth from Libya's low-sulfur oil to buy up all the Soviet 
hardware he can get. Moscow is always h [1ppy to oblige, but the material 
comes with strings. Substantial help from his Soviet pa.trans and their 
Eas t European puppets has turned Libya into a staging area for terrorism, 
and that is what the Sidr11 turkey shoot is all about. Col. Qaddafi may 
have drawn an imaginary line across the Gulf of Sidra, but the United 
States has drawn the line on state-sponsored terrorism." 

(Washington Times, 3/26) 

-more-
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LIBYA (continued) 

USA Made Its Point; Don't Provoke A War -- "Our nation must continue to 
fight terrorism. We must capture terrorists and bring· them to justice. We 
must isolate international outlaws like Khaddafy from the world community. 
And we must use force in self-defense when terrorists are about to strike 
or missiles are about to be launched. The USA has made the point: We 
are not afraid to fight for freedom of the high seas. Now we should 
declare victory and take one step bnck. We accepted a bulJy's challenge, 
nnd blood was shed. That's enough. Both sides now shculd show 
restraint. . . . This tussle must stop before the bully draws the reGt of the 
schooly ard into the battle. We must not let Kadafy lure us to the brink of 
war with his 'Line of Death . " (USA Today, 3/2G) 

ln Self-Defense -- "Kh[1dafy is capable of almost any irrational actior: you 
can thmk up. For the short run, let's just say, hooray for the U.S. 
Navy. What it has done to the Libyan armed forces -- and to Col. 
Khadafy's vanity -- is a lot less than they deserve." 

(Dallas IVIorning News, 3/26) 

NICARAGUA 

The fandinistas' Invasion Is As Bad As The Contras ' "The 
Nicaraguan-contra clash on Honduran soil is the almost inevitHhle outcome 
of Mr. Reagan's policy of relying- mainly on military force to deal with the 
Sandinista problem. With the contras based in neighboring Central 
American nations and unable to establish themselves in Nicaragua, it was 
only a matter of time until the fighting expanded into a regional conflict. 
This expansion serves warning of what lies ahead if the United States 
focuses its hopes solely on ousting the Sandinistas militarily. Force 
without diplomacy threatens all Central America with the turmoil that 
Honduras now fears." (Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

... While Congress' Lack Of Will Brings Dang·er Closer To Home -- "It must 
be made clear to Manvgm, that the U.S. recog·nizes the diEerence between 
pec .. ce neg·otiHtior,s and military acl vc·ri.turism. AricJ th at the l::i t t0r will 11 0t 

be tolerated. There's another issue at stnke here a matter of 
pragmatism, not just principle. Again, Washington must aid the 
Nicaraguan freedom fig·hters now -- while there are still Nicareg,..w.n 
freedom fighters to aid." (New York Post, 3/26) 

Nicaragua On The March -- "Daniel Ortega's trip to Moscow was enough to 
change last year's vote on humanitarian aid. His invasion of Honduras 
should be met with an infusion of military support for the resistance. 
President Reagan, in fact, should call for more military aid than his 
original $70 million. Let the Democrats, before the backdrop of Nicaragua 
on the march, deny him again." (Washington Times, 3/26) 

-end of B-Secticn-
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TODAY'S HEADLINES 

INTERN ATIONAL NFViS 

U.S. Says It May Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Armtd Pesistance -­
Reagan Administration officials said today that United States flight and 
naval operations in disputed waters near Libya may end before the 
scheduled conclusion on April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to the American maneuvers. 

(Washing-ton Post, Washington Times, New York Times, AP ) 

U.S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region -- Fourteen United 
States Army helicopters today tran sported a b a tt alion of Hcnduran troops 
close to an area on the border where Nicaraguan Government forces we re 
reported to be fighting· anti-Gov er n ment rebels . 

(Washington Post, :r--rew York Times.) 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Regan Hints Volcker May Get Third Term As Fed Chairman -- Chief of 
Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed Chairman 
Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in August 
1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve another 
term. (Washing·ton Post) 

LIBYA -- Of f the coast of Libya, 
no shooting , but Kadda fi turned 
up hi s calls for suicide a ttacks 
on Americans everywhere. 

ABC FDLL -- !Vbst Americans feel 
Prnerica's toughness has been 
just about right. 

I-IlUJRAS -- U.S. pilots started 
ferrying Honduran soldiers to a 
reroote border area , where remnants 
of a Sandinista force are 
reportedly i solated. 

'Best Regards' 
THE i ASHING TON POST 

The following message was sent on commercial teletype Monday 
at 10 a.m. EST, several hours after U.S. ships first crossed the "line 
of death" and two hours after U.S. planes were fired upon: 

From Commander in Chief of the U>yon Arab Air Force 
To Commander of Sixth Fleet 
Unlffl the oggessive acts ore stopped against Jamahiriya [Libya! we 

ore bound to destroy the CV [oircroftj carriers /Stop/ In doing that 
will hove the political and military support of the world states /Stop/ 
Maintain in peace vou will leave in peace /Stop/ Best regards 

Thu Summary u prepared Monday tlarou,lt Friday l,y tlae Wllite Houe N...,. Summary Staff. 
For complete ,toria or information, pl ... call 456-2950. 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

NAVY PREPARES TO LEAVE GULF; 
Q1\DDAFI PLANS SEA MANEUVERS 

Navy warships last night prepared to leave the Gulf of Sidra after 
steaming closer to Libya's territorial waters, while Col. Qaddafi announced 
intentions to demonstrate his own naval firepower elsewhere in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Libyan government, according to maritime sources, telephoned 
shipping ager.ts around the world yesterday to warn that Libyan \rnrships 
planned target practice today in the area 100 miles north of Tripoli, far to 
the north-we st of the contested Gulf of Sidra where American and Libyc.n 
forces have exchang·ed miss ile fire this week. 

(George Wilson, ll_lashing·ton Post, Al) 

U.S. Says It May Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Arrrect Resistance 

Reagan Administration officials · said today that United States flight 
and naval operations in disputed waters near Lih:-ra may end before the 
scheduled conclusion ore April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to the American maneuvers. 

A ranking White House official said late today that the withdrawal of 
the Navy's 30-ship armada was tentatively scheduled to start on Thursday, 
but hinged on whether Libya restrained or resumed missile fire at Navy 
aircraft. (Bernard Weinraub, New York Times, Al) 

U.S. Fleet Could Pull Out Of Gulf Of Sidra Today . 

U.S. warships in the Gulf of Sidra, having demonstrated their 
willingness to fight in waters claimed by Col. Qaddafi, could leave the 
disputed gulf today, Pentagon sources say. 

But the Defense Department sources added that if the maneuvers 
withir. the gulf do end today. the 6th Fleet vessels would remain nearby in 
the [',:editerrancj:'lr SeB. (?,Jr11'IT,vn !? lack, An) 

Fleet May Leave Tomorrow If Not Provoked By Qaddafi 

U.S. officials yesterdEly said the 6th Fleet had proved its rig·ht to sail 
the Gulf of Sidra and the 30-ship naval task force could pull back as early 
as tomorrow if Col. Qaddafi behaves himself. 

"We have demonstrated the right to operate in international waters. 
We have to do that periodically. We've done that," said Pentagon 
spokesman Robert Sims. (Walter Andrews, Washington Times, Al) 

LIBYA SEEN LIKELY TO DELAY RESPONSE 

TRIPOLI, Libya -- Western diplomf.lts said here today that they expect 
any terrorist response by Col. Qaddafi to the U.S. attacks on Libyan 
patrol boats and antiaircrtlft missile installations to be delayed for weeks 
and even months, possibly until Americans h ave relaxed their defenses. 

( Christopher Dickey, Washington Post, A23) 

-more-
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U.S. Fears Worldwide Terrorism Jn Conflict With Gaddafi 

With all quiet in the Gulf of Sidra, the United States has expressed 
fears that the confiict with Libya might switch from the high seas to the 
shadowy underworld of urban guerrilla warfare. 

State Department officials said yesterday Libyan agents were watching 
U. S. installations abroad and that this might indicate possible attacks on 
American property and civilians. 

Charles Redman sai.d that Libyan surveillance began before this 
week's naval clashes in the disputed gulf. Embnssies and friendly 
governments were alerted to the danger, and American travelers were 
advised to take care. (William Scally, Reuter) 

Terrorists Trained Abro[s rJ Live In U.S., Official \,\!i:i rns 

A top Senate official voiced concern yesterday over radicals living in 
the United States who not only are sympathetic toward Col. Qaddafi but 
have not been trained abroad in terrorist activity. 

Joel Lisker, chief counsel of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Security and Terrorism , said in an interview that some individuals from 
five "radical entente" countries -- Libya, Syria, Iran, North Korean and 
Cuba -- left the United States under false documents and returned as 
trained terrorists. ( John Mc Caslin, Washington Times, Al) 

SOME AIRPORTS TIGHTEN UP; OTHERS SAY NO SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 

Extra vigilance is the order of the day at airports from Boston to Los 
Angeles, but officials at New York and Atlanta airports say security is 
tight and won't get any tighter for fear of Libyan terrorists. 

"We not only have our two eyes open, we've got our hands working, 
too," said Thomas DiMaria, public safety coordinator at Greater Buffalo 
(N. Y.) International Airport. (Robert Barr, AP) 

DID;'\'T VIOLATE ' 7~ /-C T , WHI TF FCGSE DECLt\f;F~ 

The White House last night told Congress that the military strikes by 
the U.S. 6th Fleet against Libyan sea and land targets did not require 
President Reagan to report to the Congress under the 1973 War Powers 
Resolution. 

In a letter to Rep. Dante Fascell, chairman of the House Foreig·n 
Affairs Committee, presidential assistant William Ball said, "We disagree 
with your claim that our actions in the Gulf of Sidra have failed to 
adequately satisfy the requirements of the War Powers Resolution. 

(Thomas Brandt, Washington Times, A5) 

TRIPOLI'S REACTION TO WAR CALL: HO-HUM 

TRIPOLI -- Blood-curdling posters, warlike slogans and high taxi 
fares were the only apparent signs of crisis in the Libyan capital 
yesterday, ci city which seemed to be going about its business with hardly 
a hiccup. (Reuters, Washington Times, A5) 

-more-
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U.S. WANTS SECURITY COUNCIL TO UPHOLD FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

The United States, presenting itself as the champion of seafaring 
nations, wants the U. N. Security Council to reaffirm freedom of navigation 
and to condemn what it views as violations by countries such as Libya. 

The Soviet Union on the other hand, is urging the 15-nation council 
to condemn U.S. "aggression" against Libya in the Gulf of Sidra and to 
take action to protect Libya's territorial integrity. (0. C. Doelling, AP) 

LIB YA CONFRONTATION ROILS SHULTZ'S ATHENS VISIT 

ATHENS -- Efforts by Secretary Shultz and the Greek g·overnment to 
move their relationship into "calmer seas" hit heavy wE:uther int3tE'r.c today 
because of this week's U.S. military action against Libya. 

Shultz's effort to get past ( Prime Minister] Papar:dreou's 
anti-American rhetoric got off to a shaky start. The international 
relations committee of Papandreou 's PASOK party issued a statement today 
condemning the U.S. military action in Libya as "the armed enforcement of 
a new Pax Americana" and an • "attempt for a holocaust in the 
Mediterranean." (Joanne Omang, Washington Post, A2~,) 

U.S. AIDES ENCOURAGED BY P.RAB REACTION ON LIB YA 

U. S. officials said yesterday that they were encouraged by the 
relatively subdued nature of Arab reaction to the military confrontation 
with Libya because the Administration had expected a more vitriolic 
condemnation of the United States. 

"It's still too early to tell, but we feel thBt the reaction is not nearly 
as bad as it could have been," said a senior State Department official, who 
asked not to be identified. ( John Goshko, Washington Post, A26) 

U.S. AIDES UNCERTAIN Ot-~ SIZE OF INCUP.SION BY NICAFAGUA 

Reagan Administration officials, while publicly accusing· Nicarapw of 
invading Honduras with 1,500 troops, privately acknowledged yesterday 
that they are uncertain about the size of the Nicnra{?;uan force and about 
other details of the headline conflict in Central America. 

Questions about the size of the incursion were accompanied by an 
uncertainty ::.:.bout the sources and reliability of U.S. information, the 
attitude of the Honduran government and the reasons why the 
Administration chose to treat it as a major event. 

(Don Oberdorfer & Fred Hiatt, Washington Post, Al) 

U.S. PILOTS AIRLIFT HONDURANS 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras U.S. military helicopters ferried 
hundreds of Honduran soldiers today to an area near the Nicaragrnrn 
border where Nicaraguan troops entered the countr~' to attack 
anti-SA.ndinista rebels, U.S. officials said. 

The helicopters landed at least nine mHes away from the scene of any 
combat to avoid placing the approximately 50 U.S. pilots and crew members 
in danger, the officials said. ( Robert McCartney, Washington Post, Al) 
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U.S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- Fourteen United States Army helicopters 
today transported a battalion of Honduran troops close to an area on the 
border where Nicarag,rnn Government forces were reported to be fighting 
anti-Government rebels. (James LeMoyne, New York Times, Al) 

SENATORf: FAIL TO ACHIEVE CONTRA-AID COMPROMISE 

Senate leader13 broke off talks yesterday on a bipartisan compromise 
to aid the rebels fig:hting the f!Overnment of Nicaragua, with Democrats 
saying the White House "torpedoed" a poE'sible agreement and Republicans 
accusir.g the Democrats of being· inflexible. 

Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn) blamed the br8rkdown on John foindextET. 
Poindexter arrived late at a morning congressional negotiating session and 
stated the Administration's position on the two issues in whnt Democrats 
said were unswerving terms. (Milton Coleman, Washington Post, A8) 

Senate A Little Shaky On Contra Aid 

Republicans in the Senate saw their hopes dwindling for easy pHssage 
of a $100 million aid package for the Nicaraguan Contra rebels, bogged 
down in a dispute bPt~een Democratic leaders and the Administrntion. 

The Senate planned a final vote today on President Reagan's aid 
request, but it appeared Republican leader Robert Dole's early confidence 
that the request would attract 70 or 80 votes had evaporated. 

(Michael Myers, UPI) 

Senate Talks Collapse On Contra Aid Compromise 

The Senate was set to act today on President Reagan's $100 million 
aid request for Nicaraguan rebels after a 24-hour delay and the collapse of 
negotiations aimed at renching a bipartisan compromise. 

Talks between the RepubHc::in majority and the Demo<"!r::ttic minority 
bro:.:c down yeste1·c1 r.v amid Democrntic chnrg·es the White Rouse lwcl 
"hardened its attitude 11 and "torpedoed" a possible agTeement. 

(Carol Giacomo, Reuter) 

Senators Work Late Preparing For Contra Aid Vote 

Efforts to reach a bipartisan accord on aid to the Nicaraguan 
resistance collapsed late yesterday, forcing- the Senate to postpone debate 
on the Administration proposal that has bitterly divided Congress. 

Senate leaders were meeting privately late last night in hopes of 
reaching a last-minute compromise, before the Senate early today begins 
consideration of the $100 million aid paclrage for the rebels fighting 
Nicaragua's Marxist Sandinista Regime. 

( Christopher Simpson, Washington Times, Al) 

-more-
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HONDURANS WERE HE SIT ANT TO SEEK U.S. AID 

Pressure and reassurances were needed before Honduras would agree 
to ask the United States for emergency aid against an armed Nicaraguan 
incursion, senior Administration officials said yesterday. 

Honduran reluctance was only overcome late Monday after long 
negotiations involving President Jose Azcona Hoyo, his military commanders 
and Elliot Abrams, officials said. (Stephens Broening, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

REAGAN HEAD S FCR RA NCH WH ILE CONTINPING CON T RA AID, 
BALANCED BUDGF.T R AT TLES 

Pr esjcient Reng·an was still joustin g with Co1:.gre1,s ff\7 er hi s Ce nt ral 
American policy and a baianced-budget amendment as he prepared for a 
10-day vacation at his California "Ranch in the Sky." 

On his way to the ranch north of Santa Barbar a the Presic.er-.t was 
stopping off in New Orleans to do his bit jn helpin g Republican s r et ain 
control of the Senate. (Dale Nelson, AP) 

NICARAGUANS REPORTED PINNED DOWN IN HOND UR AS 

Reagan Administration officfols s aid yesterday that a Nicarag-tw r. 
b attalion of about 300 troops remained pinned dovm inside Hon duras , and a 
senior adviser said this was "an advertisement" of the aggressive military 
intentions of Nicaragua on the eve of a Senate vote on a $100 million aid 
package for the anti-Sandinista rebels. 

Larry Speakes said that "contrary to statements ma de by Nicaraguan 
emissaries in several locations, it now appears fhat as many as 300 
Sandinista troops are blocked in Honduras and unable to extricate 
themselves. " 

Administration efforts to extract some advantage from the Sandinista 
incursion came on a day when the mood at the v'.7hite House changed from 
op timis m to uncer tainty about th e p rospec ts of the contra aid pack ag·e . It 
.1lso rrcc}uced r~c1·i r.1i nntion:, ;1t White P01 1 c0 e; llrie:finRS, \,·h<,r0 ;1 scri or 
Ad minis tration offici al accuse d r eporter s of omittin ? fac t s fro m thei r stories 
in a manner tha t favors the Sandinista govern ment. 

( Lou Cannon , Was hin g ton Post, A8 ) 

Sandinista Force s Defeated; Only 300 Still In Honduras 

Two Nicaraguan battalions that invaded Honduras r etreated in 
disarray yesterday after five days of fighting with anti-Sandinista rebels, 
and U.S. diplomatic sources said fewer than 300 stragglers remained on 
Honduran soil. 

An embassy source in the Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa reported 
the Nicaraguans h a d "lost their integrity" -- milit ary ja rgon for a defeat 
-- suffering 200 dead and losing large qu antities of document s and military 
equipment. (Roger Fontaine, Washing·ton Times, Al) 

-more-
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WHITE HOUSE WAS OUT FRONT WITH NEWS 
OF SANDINISTA INCURSION INTO HONDURAS 

"You can't cover the war from the White House," Larry Speakes told 
reporters as they peppered him with questions about Nicaragua's :reported 
attack across the Honduran border. 

That statement is evident, but this was a fight that might not have 
been noticed -- much less netted $20 million in U.S. military aid to repel 
the attackers -- had it not been for the bully pulpit in the White House 
press briefing room. The White House, in fact, was the principal sourcP-s 
of information about the conflict this week. 

(Michael Putzel, News Analysis, AP) 

GORBACHEV CALLS FOR U.S. -SOVIET NA VAL PULLOUT 

MOSCOW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, assailing U.S. actions against Libya 
as "an encroachment," today proposed the withdrawal of all Soviet and 
American military fleets from the Mediterranean, according to the official 
Soviet news agency Tass. 

Gorbachev pledged that the Soviet Union would remove its nnval fleet 
from the Mediterranean region at the same time the U.S. 6th Fleet pulled 
out, accordin~ to Tass. (Gary Lee, Washing-ton Post, A28) 

Gorbachev: U. S. , Soviets Should Pull Fleets From Mediterranean 

MOSCOW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, accusing the United States of waging 
a planned "punitive" attack against Libya, has proposed that Moscow and 
Washington remove their fleets from the Mediterranean. 

"The United States is not stinting words in justifying that act of 
aggression," he said Wednesday about this week's U.S. -Libyan clashes in 
the Gulf of Sidra. "Facts irrefutably show, however, that it is not an 
unexpected incident but a punitive operation conceived and planned in 
advance." (Anna Christensen, UPI) 

U.S. MAY ANSWER SOVIET SALT "VIOLATIONS'' Hsi .KIND 

Kenneth Adelman, a top arms 
Administration was considering· 
submarine fleet to expand beyond 
Soviet "violations." 

control official, said yesterday that the 
allowing· the U.S. missile-carrying 

arms agreement limits as a response to 

Other government sources said a national security planning· group met 
Tuesday at the White House to study a range of possible responses to what 
were regarded as continuing Soviet violations of the ratified 1979 SALT II. 

(Charles Corddry, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

SHULTZ PREPAPES FCR KEY TALKS IN GREECE AS THOUSANDS PROTEST 

A THENS, Greece -- Secretary Shultz holds key talks with Priw.e 
Minister Papandreou today after massive street protests against his visit 
and a mixture of kind and harsh words from Greece's ruling Socia]jsts. 

Shultz has said he will press Papandreou to clarify the future of 
American bases after hints bv the G1·eek leader that he will back down on 
a pledge to shut them by 1990. (Bruce Clark, Reuter) 
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U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL FINDS PAKISTAN FIRM FIGHTING DRUGS 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan Attorney General Meese has expressed 
satisfaction with the response from Pakistan on fighting the drug traffic to 
the West. 

Meese held a news conference last night after a two-day visit aimed 
at underlining U.S. support for Pakistan's opposition to the Soviet military 
presence in neighboring Afghanistan and its fight against drugs. 

(Raja Asghar, Reuter) 

BONN, U.S. IN ACCORD IN SDI RESEARCH PACT 

Af ter prolong·ed ne~rntiations West Ger rr:nny c1nd the Pnited Stat,,~ r£1ve 
reached accord on Bonn's role in research for President Reagan ' s "star 
wars" space defense program. 

The Pentagon said, "Thing:s are close to being ironed out, and there 
is a good possibility that we will have sorr.ething [today] . " 

( Reuter story, Washington Times, A4) 

EMBASSY SECURITY PROPOSAL CRITICIZED 

Critics of an Administration plan to spend $4. 4 billion to up~trad e 
security at U.S. embassies say the program is unmanageable and will still 
leave American installations abroad vulnerable to terrorist attacks. 

"They [the State Department] don't know how to spend what they've 
got now," said one Reagan Administration official. "The folks don't handle 
money like you would at home." (Warren Strobel, Washington Times, A5) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Soviet Missiles 'Capable"' by Karen De Young appears 
on page A 1 of the Washington Post. 

nEnvoys Speculate On Likelihnocl Of Soviet Losses" b y C:hristop h er 
Dickey appear s on page A27 of the Washington Post. 

"Clash Has Embarrassed Moderate Arabs," News Analysis by Jonathan 
Randal, appears on page A28 of the Washington Post. 

### 



NATIONAL NEWS 

REGAN HINTS VOLCKER MAY GET THIRD TERM AS FED CHAIRMAN 

Chief of Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed 
Chairman Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in 
August 1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve 
another term. 

In what appeared to be an effort to calm fears that there is serious 
discord in the nation's central bank, or wide policy disag-reements betiveen 
the Fed and the White House, Regan said that the views of Volcker and 
President Feagan on basic monetary issues are not "that far off." 

( Hobart Rowc1n, Washing·ton Post, Al) 

U.S. SUES GENERAL DYI'-!AMICS OVER DIV AD GUN CHARGES 

The Justice Department sued General Dynamics Corp. yesterday, 
alleging that the company mischarged the government an undetermined 
amount on a $41 million contract to build a prototype of the Divad 
antiaircraft g·un. 

The civil suit, filed in U.S. District Court in I,os Ang-eles, g-rew out 
of A. U.S. investigation that led to the indictment in December of Gener::il 
Dynamics and four current or former executives in connection with the 
Division Air Defense gun, also known as the Sgt. York. 

(AP story, Washington Post, A5) 

$750 MILLION IN EXTRA FARM LENDING AID ST.ARTING TO SHRINK 

The Farmers Home Administration, under pressure to provide more 
loan money to help farmers through spring planting, has used up about a 
sixth of the additional $750 million that President Reagan released for loans 
two weeks rtgo. 

FmE A aclrn inisun tnr VR.nc," Cln.rk said th:,t nhout 15 st rites that r:-ir, 

out CJf direct operGting- loan nllocations lrnve tappe,: the new furn:': for $123 
million. Other states are expected to seel<: Rid as the planting· season 
moves north and demand for financing intensifies. 

(Ward Sinclair, Washington Post, All) 

MISSOURIAN TO BE NAMED TO USDA NO. 2 POST 

Peter Myers, an Agriculture Department administrator since 1982, will 
be named the second in command at the agency, congressional sources 
said. 

Myers, assistant secretary for natural resources and environment 
since last May, will move up to deputy secretary of agriculture and fill an 
opening created last month when John Norton left the job, the sources said 
Wednesday. (Barry Massey, AP) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Crimson Over Meese" by Howard Kurtz ~ppears on pag·e 
Dl of the Washington Post. 

### 



NEWS FR0/111 THE STA TES 

MEDITERRANEAN SKIRMISH LIEEL Y TO HELP KHADAFY 

GALESB DRG, Ill. ( UPI) -- A Knox College political scientist said Tuesday 
Moammar Khadafy likely will be the ultimate winner politically in the 
latest confrontation between American and Libyan forces around the Gulf 
of Sidra. "I think if we are trying to undermine Mr. Khadafy, this is 
not the way to do it," said Robert Siebert, a professor of poEticul 
science who co-authored a textbook in 1982 entitled 'Politics A.nd Chang·e 
in the Middle East.' 

"In fact, this is e. vood way to genernte pretty widespread sur,port 
for him; rr said Siebert. !!'There isn't a c;mall country aciyw herc in the 
world that is comfortable about setting a precedent of superpowers 
coming; in and beating- up on them, regardless of what the provocations 
are presumed to be. So he's g-oing to be able to milk this pretty 
substantially if it ends at the kind of level of coPfl."ict that it'~ at 
now." 

U.T. EXPERTS CRITICIZE U.S. ACTION IN LIBYA 

A USTH,: , Texas ( UPI) -- The military confrontation between the Cnited 
States and Libya will only enhance Libyan leader Col. l\/oammar Kh20::ify's 
international appeal, according to Middle East experts flt the University 
of Texas. "Mr. Reagan is, in some ways, Khadafy's best" public relations 
man, said James Bill, a government professor and specialist on Middle 
Eastern affairs. "Confrontation converts a man who is relatively 
insig·nificant on the world stage suddenly into a major actor," he said. 
"It makes the man appear much bigger and more important than he is." 
Robert Fernea, a professor of anthropology at UT's • Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies, agreed. 

Fernea said the 
targets might be linked 
the Nicarag·uan contra 

attacks by U.S. warplanes on Libyan military 
to President Reagan's push for military aid to 
rebels. "I look on it as a politicr1l net 

c:n tirC:!1•1," hE' s::•fri. "ft' s pure 1-,r:nr:uinisn · t o rTc. I re;.:,ci it r.s h0irn::r 
conrected to the contra issne in Congrer, s. It will make the vote riex t 
time around take place in 11 greater sense of urg-ency. Since :Ronald 
Reagan took over as president there's been a pattern of doing· this," 
said Bill. 

CALIFORNIANS PICKET FOR, AGAINST REAGAN'S LIBYAN ACTIONS 

FRESNO ( UPI) Rival groups picketed tog·ether outside the federal 
building in Fresno Tuesday, one group supporting President Reagan and 
the Sixth Fleet's operations near Libya and the other charging the 
President was provoking Libyan President Moammar Khadafy. There was no 
vio[ence between members of the Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom and the group sponsored by the American Legion, but there 
were angry words. 

The women's group carried picket signs denouncing the Sixth fle0.t's 
war eY.:(-~rcises off the coast of Libya and the other g-roup carried 
American flags and sjgns saying· they supported Reag:rn and the right of 
the United Stntes to conduct the war. games. 

-more-
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DE CUELLAR L.A. VISIT CUT SHORT BY LIBYA TROUBLES 

LOS ANGELES ( UPI) -- Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, cut short his California visit Tuesday to return to New 
York to help ease tension brought on by the Libyan crisis in the Gulf of 
Sidra. Neither Libya nor the United States requested a Security Council 
meeting, but Perez de Cuellar said Libya and the United States sent him 
letters outlining their disparate versions of the hostilities. "For the 
Soviets, it's a provocation and for the Americans, they were e:x-P.rcising 
their rights to act in international waters," he said. 

In a letter to the Security Council, U.S. Arnh assador Vernon Walters 
saic:1. , "The United States government protests the unjustified attacks 
against American naval units operatin g- in or above internationnl 
waters ." Soviet deput y chief of mission, .Ambassadol' V:i.siliy Safronchuk, 
fired back at a news conference that "nobody asked the United States to 
police international waters. This is s sheer act of wnr ," he said. A 
letter to Perez de Cuellar from the Libyan foreign ministry said, 
"Libya, therefore, has no other choice in protecting its security and 
integrity than to resort to its own strength," the letter said. 

OHIO OFFICIALS SUPPORT REAGAN'S LIB YAN ACTION 

DAYTON ( UPI) -- Mos t Ohio congressmen nre pointing to Col. Khadaf-_1, as 
the antRgonist in this week's U.S. attack on Libyan t a rg-ets; however, 
some lawmakers are questioning whether President Reagan was provoking a 
fight. Democratic Rep. Don Pease of Oberlin said the United States 
certainly knew how Khadafy was going to respond to warplanes crossing 
over that line and he questioned whether the U.S. was deliberately 
antagonizing the Libyan leader. "The question is why we should pick 
this particular time to prove a point. It looks as if President Reagan 
is just spoiling for a fight," said Pease. 

Democratic Rep. Louis Stokes also questioned whether the U.S. was 
within its rights. Republican Rep. Robert McEwen said he is backing the 
President 100 percent in this incident and that there vrns "clearly 
hos tile in t e nt" on Khadafy's pc1rt. Ech oin g- !\/le Ewen was h i e- Fepublican 
colleague ThornAs J<incJne~E . Democrr.: tic- Rep . .T::1rnes Traficnr t snid U. ~. 
warplanes had every ri g·ht to fly within the 125-mile line. Also backir,g· 
the president was Republican Rep. \\"illis Gradison of Cincinmtti. Ohio 
Senators Glenn a nd Metzenbaum were in agreement reg·ardin p- the incident. 

LIBYA HURT MOST, PROF SAYS 

EAST LANSING, Mich. (UPI) -- A Michigan State University specialist in 
military affairs said the interchange of missile file between Libya and 
the United States will hurt the Libyans most. 11 I think that sending 
ships into the Gulf of Sidra should be regarded as a reasonable, routine 
act by the U.S. government," political science professor David Rohde 
said today. "Khadafy claims a water limit thrit we regard as 
unreasonable and to demonstrate that we don't accept it, we periodically 
have to sail across it and that's what we did. 11 Rohde said hostilities 
mny escalate "but whateve r happens, Libyan will get the w_ors t of it." 

-end of A-section-



NETWORK NEWS SUMMARY 

(Wednesday Evening, March 26, 1986) 

LIBYA 

CB S's Dan Rather: Off the coast of Libya, tension but no shooting today. 
Muommar }(Qc1dafi turned up his calls for suicide attacks on An;ericans 
everywhere. 

CBS's David Martin reports from Libya that pictures of a Libyan 
patrol boat on fire in the Gulf of Sidra were released today by the 
Sixth Fleet. The first hard evidence of thP d8mflge h' .. wy jets }wve 
done with their rr.issiles. Lifeboats can be seen as survivors scramble 
to escape the burning vessel, one of several which ventured out 
toward the Americ:rn fleet. 
(Admiral Kelso: "We were not going to permit them to att8ck our 
forces, and there are very definitely severely damaged patrol boats, 
and we're continuing to evaluate the others. We certainly did nothing 
to provoke an action. There was no American ship or plane within 60 
miles of the Libyan international waters that are recognized by most 
of the world when that firing took place.") 
The U.S. does not have the Mediterranean to itself'. Soviet ships 
continue to monitor the exercise, but Pentagon officials say there is 
no evidence the Russians are passing intelligence to their Libyan 
clients. In Moscow, Gorbachev tried to score a few propaganda 
points in a meeting with the President of Algeria by accusing the 
U.S. of aggression, and calling for immediate negotiations on the 
withdraw! of both the American and Russian navies from the 
Mediterranean. A State Department official called the proposal 
"absurd." The biggest dang·er to Americans is not at sea, but on 
land. 
(State Department spokesman Charles Redman: "We are aware that 
ag-ents of the Libyan government have beer conducting surveillance 
o;;r:: r ntion s ng-r:.iL ~t a numbe r of Ame rican ins tallatiors a n cl in ter ests 
around the vrnrld . This could mean th1:1 t Americans are t::irg·eted for 
attacks in the future. 11

) 

Pentagon officials say the operation could end as soon as tomorrow. 
But the American fleet is expected to remain in the general area for 
at least a few more d::iys. 

Rather: I asked Doug Tunnell in Tripoli if the Libyan people see 
Kaddafi as the winner or loser in this recent fighting. 

Tunnell reports that it's looking very much like Kaddafi could still 
come out a winner. What America has done has given them a common 
enemy today, a repeated warning, another call to Arabs to launch 
suicide strikes against American targets. Both on embassies and 
businesses in the Middle East. And from Damascus today, at least 
one Palestinian group has agreed to comply. 

Rather: Tom Fenton reports tonight that many Americnns abroad are 
taking the new Libyan threat seriously, but many wonder how or if 
they can protect themselves. 

-more-
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CBS's Tom Fenton reports that in Damascus today, Abu Nidal, the 
Palestinian terrorist closely linked with Col. Kaddafi, issued this 
threat: 11 Anything American has from now on become a target for 
armed revolutionaries. 11 In Beirut today, a car bomb killed 8 innocent 
Lebanese and wounded 80. Such events are routine in Lebanon, but 
the mind that could create such carnage is the type of mentality that 
threatens potential victims everywhere. 

Rather: The Reagan Administration today officially notified Congress 
that, m its view, the Gulf of Sidra operations do not require 
invocation of the 1973 War Powers Act. That act seeks to require a 
president to notify Congress within 48 hours if and when U.S. forces 
are put in danger of hostifo fire. (CBS-Lead) 

l~BC's Stevf' ShepRrd reports thr.t 2 Navy photo shows a Soviet-built 
Libyan-owned ( g·unboat), attacked by U.S. planes off of Benghazi 
early Tuesday morning EST. 
(TV: Photo of burning Libyan ship.) 
(Adrdral Kelso: "We were not going to permit them to attack our 
forces. One of my major responsibilities is to protect the American 
kids that operate these ships and fly these airplanes.") 
Today, U.S. flight operations continue off of the coast of Libya. But 
there has been no hostile action for more than two days. Unless 
I5bya attacks again, U.S. :t'"J"aval exercises are close to winding down. 
The Sixth Fleet could be headed back to port as early as tomorrow. 

(ABC-2) 

NBC's Torn Brokaw: Kaddafi warned today that American targets all over 
the world now would be fair game for retaliation, because of the U.S. 
military strikes in the Gulf of Sidra. In the Gulf of Sidra today, 
U.S. warships and jet fighters operated without incident, and NB C's 
Fred Francis reports from the Pentagon tonight this has prompted an 
American claim of victory. 

NB C's Fred Francis reports that the carrier Saratog·a and the rest of 
the Sixth Fleet have not heen challenged for alrr:o,st two days. And 
fiefense officials ten NEC News tlwt the batt1f' for the rht ht of 
passage in the Gulf of Sidra is over. Officials sny the fleet, which 
continued its air operations today, will withdraw by Friday if Kaddafi 
does not unleash his ships or planes or missile batteriEs. The navy 
released pictures of a Soviet-built vessel, one of four lost in the g"ulf 
fighting. It is estimated by Defense officials that as many 200 
Libyans have died since Monday. The man in charge of the 
three-carrier battle group, Vice Admiral Frank Kelso, told reporters 
today that his fleet wasn't looking for a fight. There is a real 
concern in Washington that Kaddafi might lash out with terrorist 
attacks against American targets. In fact, Administration sources say 
that one of the reasons the President sent the fleet to Libya was 
because of intelligence reports that Kaddafi had planned terrorist 
attacks against American diplomats. There is no indication tonight 
that the presence of the Sixth Fleet has changed Kaddafi's mind. 

-more-
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ABC NEWS POLL 

Jennings: Last night, we surveyed more than 500 people by telephone. In 
addition, ABC News' Bill Blakemore has found some pretty strong 
opinions OP the street. 

ABC's Bill Blakemore reports that the national flurry of reaction to 
our clash with Libya was found by the nationv1ide ABC News poll to 
contain some very clear patterns. Two-thirds of Americans approved 
of Ronald Reag-an's handling of the conflict, and think the level of 
Arr.erica's military toughness has been just about right. 

APPRO'lE: 66 % 

DISAPPROVE: 23% 

NO OPINION: 11% 

HOW TOUGH WAS REAGAN? 

JUE:.T APOUT RIGHT: 67% 

NOT TOUGH ENOUGH: 12% 

TOO TOUGH: 16% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

SHOULD THE U.S. TEACH KADDAFI MORE OF A LESSON, EVEN 
IF IT MEANS RISKING A LARGER WAR WITH LIBYA? 

YES: 39% NO: 57% 

DID REAGAN PROVOKE KADDAFI? 

NO: 66% 

NO OPINION: 7% 

Margin of Error: +/- = 5% 

GORBACHEV ON LIBYAN ACTION 

WILL THIS ACTION PROVOKE 
MORE FUTURE TERRORISM? 

NC: 45% 

NO CHA:t-!GE: 89% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

(ABC-5) 

Brokaw: Gorbachev, in his first public comment on the Gulf of Sidra 
tig·hting, said today, "It showed the imperial bandit face of the U.S." 
He offered to withdraw the Soviet fleet from the Mediterrnne1rn if the 
U.S. would do the same thing·. (NBC-4) 

-more-
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~Tennings reports that Mikhail Gorbachev weighed in today on the 
U.S. /Libyan dispute. Gorbachev said in the past few days that 
America has shown "its imperial bandit face." Mr. Gorbachev also 
had a proposal for opening talks on withdrawing all American and 
Soviet Naval ships from the Mediterranean. (ABC-2; CBS-1) 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Rather: In Central America, some of the latest U.S. military aid is now 
being hnnd-delivered by U.S. military personnel. U.S. military 
helicopters piloted by U.S. military crews spent the day ferrying 
Honduran soldiers to the frontier of Nicarag·ua, a remote Honcuran 
province vvhere a much talked-about, but not at all seen major 
hicaraguan troop incursion or invasion is supposedly in prog-ress. In 
Vv2shington, President Reagan's forces rushed to the front lines ir1 
Conf!.Tess, where the Senate is now nearing a vote on military aid fer 
the contras fighting Nicaragua's government. 

CBS's Richard Schlessinger reports from Honduras that at daybreak, 
U.S. pilots started ferrying Honduran soldiers to the remote border 
area, where remnants of a Sandinista force are reportedly isolBted, 
and trying to escape back into Nicaragua. 14 American helicopters 
::ire being· used to move between five and six hundred Hondurar. 
troops to the mountain jungles east of the capital. American officials 
say the helicopters will stay about ten miles away from any fighting. 
Informed sources say three battilions of Nicaraguan troops tried four 
times on Sunday to overrun the main rebel camp, about 15 miles 
inside Honduras. They did not succeed, and about 2, 000 
U.S. -backed contra rebels cut off their retreat. Some prisoners were 
taken, and Honduran authorities showed two of them to the news 
media. There have been at least 35 Nicaraguan attacks across the 
Honduran border in the past two years. The one this week was by 
far the largest. The Reagan Administration says the Sandinistas 
tried to mount an all-out invasion, but the Honduran Foreign r,linister 
stops for short of thctt. He says only the Nicar~guans defied his 

6cvernment cl e r,rnnd that f rt ridjnistu soldiers stt\'T out of Fonc'.u rns. 
(Carlos Lopez Conteras: "This incursior;. does not represent c:: major 
threat to the security of Hondurns. ") 
Lopez worries that the use of American helicopters will drag Honduras 
into the middle of an American political debate, over the 
Administration's $100 million aid package for the contras. 
Washington 1s version of what is happening here, says Lopez, could be 
exaggerated by highly partisan politicians. 

CBS's Phil Jones reports that as the Senate debate on aid to the 
contras began, the Reagan Administration was emphasizing the 
urgency of the fighting in Honduras. Spokesman Larry Speakes read 
a letter fr_om the Honduran President, received yesterday, stating: 

"My government has confirmed the presence of Sandinista armed 
forces on Honduran territory. 11 

-more-
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Jones continues: 
Officials were clearly irritated by suggestions of exaggeration. 
(State Department's Redman: "The government of Honduras ought to 
know whether its national sovereignity has been violated, whether it 
is under attack by the Sandinista army. It has so said.") 
(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when they have 
played the statesman and not when they have played 'Rambo.' And 
this Administration is playing 'Rambo' in Nicaragua.") 
Even before the debate begnn today, Democrats accused the 
Administration of torpedoing· a compromise. A compromise that called 
for face-to-face negotiations with the Sandinistas, and a second 
con rressional vote on military aid that could not be vetoed by the 
President. On the Senate floor, the debate was mostly along party 
lines. Is appenrs the Administration hc1s enough votes to get its 
contra aid p2cbq:re through the Stcnate. But it is g·oing· to be close, 
and it will not be the strong·, bipartisan rnessag·e tlrnt Republican 
leaders had hoped to send the Sandinistas. ( CBS-3) 

AB C's Feter Collins reports U.S. Army helicopters were airborne today, 
carrying Honduran troops toward the Nicaraguan border and a 
possible confrontation with Sandinista forces. It all had the O[}'linous 
look and sound of w8.r, but the fighting of the past few days is 
already dying down. The contras are claiming to have routed the 
Sandinistas, killing 200 while losing 40 mer. of their own. American 
officials here have expressed amazement that the Sandinistar.; would 
hand President Reag-an this kind of propaganda coup. But they're 
moving quickly to take advantage of it. 

ABC's Sam Donaldson: Reagan Administration officials, beginning with 
Press Secretary Larry Speakes, bridled today at suggestions today 
they are hyping the Honduran situation for purposes of the contra 
aid battle on Capitol Hill. Speakes read the formal letter from 
Honduran President Escona, requesting "urgent military assistance to 
repel a Sandinista presence in flagrant violation of our sovereignity." 
Speakes said he couldn't explain why some Honduran officials continue 
to minimize reports of an invasion. But a senior White House official 
auote(1 t y fi rule of anc1~yTT1ity sr•~r1 they arc very soosey in 
Tu g·u sig·ulp a [1bout acknowledging the presence of contras on Uicfr 
territory. And at; to the conflictinp: reports as to how many 
Sandinistf\s a.re actually on Honduran territory, and how r.rnch 
fig·hting is actually going on, the State Departrr;ent spokesman handled 
the numbers question this way: 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 or 1120 or 1760 
all I am saying is that there is a battle g·oing on, the situation is 
tense, there are sizable numbers of Nicaraguans there under any 
circumstance.") 
Not everyone in Congress was convinced. 
(Sen. Sasser: "Without question, there's an enormous offensive 
underway. What we're not sure of is whether it's a public relations 
offensive by the Administration to get aid for the contras or whether 
there's a military offensive by the Nicaraguans. I think the 1:mswer 
to that question i s in doubt.") 
The doubts wP-ren't helped by word that in the middle of aJl this, 
Honc11ran President Esconri went off on vacntion. But then, it seems 
only fair: the Gulf of Sidr!'l notwithstanding, President Reagan leaves 
on his tomorrow morning. 

-more-
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Jennings: Which means that the President will be out of town by the 
time the Senate gets to voting on aid for the Nicaraguan contras. 
Ever since last week's 'no' vote in the House, the Reag·an 
Administration has been looking forward to -- and perhaps counting 
on a win in the Senate -- where the Republicans have the majority. 
Debate began today. But even in the Senate, the President is 
running into some difficulties. 

ABC's Brit Hume: Republican leaders expected tn prevail, but kept 
tryrng rn te.lks with Democrats today to win more of them over. It 
wasn't easy. The President sent Nntfonal Security Advisor Poindexter 
with word he would not agree to a requirement Congress Rpprove this 
aid twice, and would not agree to talks thflt exclude the contras. 
One Demccrat said Poindexter --
(Sen. Sasser: ''Steflmed in to the Majority Leader's 01:fice, at fl2nk 
speed, torpedoed the negotiations without even a warning shot aeross 
the bow.") 
Republican leaders denied that, but admitted they were worried. 
(Sen. Lugar: "I think it will be possible to pass it. but I think it 
will be very close, and my guess is that we have 51 votes. I hope 
we have that many.") 
So debate began on $100 million on military and other aid to the 
contras. There would be a joint commission named by the President 
and Congress to oversee efforts to negotiate, but with no power to 
stop the aid. The floor debate and remarks outside reflected deep 
division over this issue. 
(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when its played a 
statesman and not played 'Rambo.' This Administration is playing 
'Rambo' in Nicaragua, and the American people want it to halt.") 
(Sen. Gramm: "We are faced with a new problem; a new reality: a 
communist foothold on the mainland of the Americas. And we need a 
bipartisan consensus to deal with that problem.") 
So does the Administration. That's the reason for today's talks, but 
this evening they were still going, and Presidential aide Poindexter 
wc1s still here. (ABC-Lead) 

i-;BC's Tom Brokaw: TberP is a confusin~:i: sitm!tinn in Centri1! J.rnerica 
tonight, but the Ac.iministration continues to insist that a large 
number of Nicaraguan Sandinista soldiers are trapped in Honduras, 
and that the fighting still is going on. NicRragua denies thnt, and 
even some American Defense Department officials are skeptical about 
the size of the Sandinista force. The White House sees this as a 
very serious situation. 

ABC's Jim Miklaszewski reports that the Administration says that 150() 
Sandinista soldiers crossed the border into Honduras in a major 
invasion that began Saturday night, and on Sunday staged four 
assaults on at least one, perhaps two, contra camps. 
(TV: Sandinista raiding force marching. ) 
But the contras repelled the attacks, and forced the Nicaraguans to 
retreat. But informed sources, both in the Pentagon and in 
Honduras, dispute a major part of the Administration version. Those 
sources sa~, that the initial Sandinista force was actually about fiOO. 
Just sU fhtly larger than raiding parties which had strnc!s:: Jt contra 
camps in the past. 

-more-
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Miklaszewski continues: 
Honduras reports there have been some 60 such raids in the past 
three years. Military sources say intelligence from Honduras just 
does not support the 1500 troops the Administration reports. White 
House spokesman Larry Speakes stood by the Administration accounts, 
saying, "these are the facts. Whatever they said is not the facts. 
Sorry. 11 The State Department suggested that numbers are not 
important. 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 or 1120 or 1760, 
all I'm saying is that there is a battle going on. 11

) 

Some members of Congress disag-ree. Former ambassador Robert 
White, a frequent critic of AdministrHtion policies in Central America, 
says there's just no proof to the Admjnistration's claims. Some 
members of Congress SUfp·est the Administration figures wer8 hyped, 
to influence upcoming· votes on contra aid, and say if that's the case , 
it raises questions about more than just the accuracy of 
Administration intelligence reports. 

ABC's Robin Lloyd reports more than a dozen U. S. helicopters, flown 
by American military pilots, loaded up 500 to 600 Honduran soldiers, 
taking them into a remote mountainous area near the Nicaraguan 
border. 
(TV: U.S. soldiers assisting Honduran soldiers.) 
Even Honduran government spokesmer.. v.rere keeping a low profile, 
giving no explanation why the U.S., not Honduras, made the first . 
announcement. Honduras confirmed the Sandinista attack, only after 
a visit yesterday by the top U.S. military official in the region, 
General John Galvin. Some Hondurans are now suggesting that the 
U.S. pressured the Honduran government to call for American help. 
But another explanation was that the Honduran government was 
seeking to avoid controversy. But tonight, as the airlift continues, 
the Hondurans appear to be taking yet another step toward the U.S. 
side in the Central American conflict. 

Brokaw: reports that NBC's Dennis Murphy is in Managua, Nicarag·ua 
tonig·ht, where the ~nndinista gcvPrnment continues to c:nny th::i.t they 
have any troops involved in Ponduras at Dll. By the \''f.y, that $2G 
million the Presidert sent Honduras to cleul with the reports of the 
Sandinistas -- that $20 million is in addition to another $450 million 
that in military aid the Reagan Administration has sent the tiny 
Central American country in the last five years. And in the U.S. 
Senate this evening, the President's request for $100 million in 
additional aid to the contras is expected to pass after some bitter 
debate. That was true even before this latest report of the 
Sandinista invasion. Sen. Dole acknowledged today that that helped 
the President's cause. Referring to the Sandinistas, Dole said, "t 
hope they don't pull out while we're <;}ebating this.!" (NBC-Lead) 

CHALLENGER REMAINS 

Brokaw: reports that the waiting is over tonight for most of the families of 
the seven Challenp,-er astronauts. Their loved ones now have been 
identified, and funeral arrangements · are underway. (NB C-6) 

-more-
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COMMENTARY 

NBC's John Chancellor: Daniel Ortega is on his way to winning this year's 
award for dumb timing. Which is interesting, because Ortega won 
last year's award for dumb timing .... Just a few days ago, the House 
voted against aid to the contras, and the Senate is to vote this week. 
The Nicaraguan invasion of a neighboring country could produce 
votes in both Houses to help the contras. . . . The Corgress is again 
outrag·ed, the Hou se of RepresG11tatives again embarrassed. Spea kcr 
O'Neill says OrtegA. is A. bumbling, incompetent communist. After last 
year's dumb timing, the Congress voted some money for the contras. 
If the timing this year is as it looks, tl1e contras may get their money 
again. < ~E C-9) 

Editor's Note: ABC's Richard Threlkeld filed a 'status report' on Kaddafi's 
reign rn Libya, which included file film of the Libyan lender anc: his 
ways. (ABC-6) 

### 



EDITORIALS/COLUMNISTS 

LIBYA 

The Stakes In The Sidra Gulf -- "If anyone in the world had it coming, 
Moammar Khadafy did .... But there you have to feel a little uncomfortable 
about the Administration's judgment, too. The first time the Navy's jets 
fired on Libyan ships 13nd a coastfd radar installation, it made a point. 
Continuing to pound away starts to look like taunting 8 madman. And it 
is hnrd to justify that as a fo1'eign policy imperative." 

( Chicago Tribune, 3 / 26) 

Crossing The 'Line Of Death' -- 11 A gTeat seafaring nation like thP. United 
States has much at stake globally in asserting the right of peaceful transit 
beyond the 12-mile limit. A great status quo power like the United States 
must take the lead, if no others will, in dealing with rogue regimes that 
sponsor and encourage te.rrorism. . . . We must rot surrender to the apoe.tles 
of hate and outlawry. It is this nation's painful mission to uphold 
international law and order even when others cower." 

(Baltimore Sun, 3 /26) 

Why's The U.S. Fighting? A Burden Of Leadership -- nLike it er not, 
invite or not -- the U.S. is the dominant moral force on Earth today. 
That's not a job anybody goes out looking for, but it carries burdens that 
are hard to escape.... That's what the U.S. is proving in the 
Mediterranean right now. It's tough and risky. But it's overdue -- and 
dead right." ( New York Daily News, 3 / 26) 

Might On Behalf Of Right In The Gulf Of Sidra ... -- "Washington behaved 
with impeccable respect for international law, even while acting against the 
world's most ostentatious outlaw. There was a principle at stake - freedom 
of navigation. (New York Post, 3/26) 

Right Goal, Doubtful Strategy -- "The issue of navigation in the Gulf of 
f-iclra offored a terq,tir.£;· hook for America to gn,t, - aidPd h:.' Cul. 
Khadafy's eagerness to bite - in dealinf! with a problem that torrrcr,ts the 
Administration. The goals are right: to find ways to d.ry up state support 
for terrorism and to encourage Arab Gnd Libyan opposition to Col. 
Khadafy. Unfortunately the risky strategy being tried in the Gulf of 
Sidra could produce the opposite results from those intended." 

(Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

The Sidra Turkey Shoot "Col. Quaddafi is not simply another 
sun-crazed lunatic. He is a client and trusted ally of the Soviet Union, 
using the wealth from Libya's low-sulfur oil to buy up all the Soviet 
hardware he can get. Moscow is always happy to oblig·e, but the mnterial 
comes with strings. Substantfo.l help from his Soviet patrons ancJ their 
Fast European puppets has turned Libya into a staging area for terrorism, 
and that is what the Sidra turkey shoot is all about. Col. Qaddafi may 
have drawn an imaginary line across the Gulf of Sidra, but the United 
States has drawn the line on state-sponsored terrorism." 

(Washington Times, 3/26) 

-more-
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LIBYA (continued) 

USA Made Its Point; Don't Provoke A War -- "Our nation must continue to 
fight terrorism. We must capture terrorists and bring· them to justice. We 
must isolate international outlaws like Khaddafy from the world community. 
And we must use force in self-defense when terrorists are about to strike 
or missiles are about to be launched. The USA has made the point: We 
are not afraid to fight for freedom of the high seas. Now we should 
declare victory and take one step bnck. We accepted a bully's challenge, 
nnd blood was shed. That's enough. Both sides now shculd show 
restraint. . . . This tussle must stop before the bully draws the rest of the 
schoolyard into the battle. We must not let Kadafy lure us to the brink of 
war with his 'Line of Death." (USA Today, 3/26) 

In Self-Defense -- "Fb&dafy is capable of almor,t any irrational actior: you 
can thmk up. For the short run, let's just say, hooray for the U.S. 
Navy. What it has done to the Libyan armed forces -- and to Col. 
Khadafy's vanity -- is a lot less than they deserve." 

(Dallas lWorning News, 3/26) 

NICARAGUA 

The Sandinist&s ' Invasion Is As Bad As The Contras' "The 
Nicaraguan-contra clash on Honduran soil is the almost inevitRhle outcome 
of Mr. Reagan's policy of relying- mainly on military force to deal with the 
Sandinista problem. With the contras based in neighboring Central 
American nations and unable to establish themselves in Nicaragua, it was 
only a matter of time until the fighting expanded into a regional conflict. 
This expansion serves warning of what lies ahead if the United States 
focuses its hopes solely on ousting the Sandinistas militarily. Force 
without diplomacy threatens all Central America with the turmoil that 
Honduras now fears. 11 (Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

... While Congress' Lack Of Will Brings Danger Closer To Home -- "It must 
be made clear to Manag·u,q that the U.S. recog·nizes the d.iEerence between 
pence neg·otiatior.s and military a,lvc·riturism. Ar•d that the lr!i t0r will nr)t 

be tolerated. There's another issue at st::ike here a matter of 
pragmatism, not just principle. Again, Washjngton must aid the 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters now -- while there are still Nicar:=iguan 
freedom fighters to aid." (New York Post, 3/26) 

Nicaragua On The March -- "Daniel Ortega's trip to Moscow was enough to 
chang·e last year's vote on humnnitarian aid. His invasion of Honduras 
should be met with an infusion of military support for the resistance. 
President Reagan, in fact, should call for more military aid than his 
original $70 million. Let the Democrats, before the backdrop of Nicaragua 
on the march, deny him again." (Washington Times, 3/26) 

-end of B-Secticn-
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TODAY'S HEADLINES 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

U.S. Says It ~h:1y Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Armed Resistance -­
Reagan Administration officials said today that United States llig·ht and 
naval operations in disputed waters near Libya may end before the 
scheduled conclusion on April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to the American maneuvers. 

(Washington Post, Washingion Times, New York Times, AP) 

U.S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region -- Fourteen United 
States Army helicopters today transported a battalion of Honduran troops 
close to an area on the border where Nicaraguan Government forces were 
reported to be fighting anti-Government rebels. 

(Washington Post, New York Times) 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Regan Hints Volcker May Get Third Term As Fed Chairman -- Chief of 
Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed Chairman 
Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in August 
1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve another 
term. ( Washington Post) 

LIBYA -- Off the coast of Libya, 
no shooting, but Kaddafi turned 
up his cal ls for suicide attacks 
on Americans everywhere. 

ABC POLL -- 1\/bst Americans feel 
.America's toughness has been 
just about right. 

ffl\lDlJRAS -- U.S. pilots started 
ferrying Honduran soldiers to a 
rermte border area, where remnants 
of a Sandinista force are 
reportedly isolated. 

'Best Regards' 
TIIE 'wASHINGTON POST 

The following message was sent on commercial teletype Monday 
at 10 a.m. EST, several hours after U.S. ships first crossed the "line 
of death" and two hours after U.S. planes were fired upon: 

From Commander in Chief of the IJJyan Arab Air Force 
To Commander of Sixth Fleet 
Unless the oggessive acts ore stopped against Jamahiriya [LibyaJ we 

ore bound to destroy the CV [oircroftj carriers /Stop/ In doing that 
will hove the political and military suppOl't of the world states /Stop/ 
Maintain in peace vou will leave in peace /Stop/ Best regards 

This Summary is prepared Monday throa,h Friday by the White Hoa,e Neu,, Summary Staff. 
For complete ,toria or information, pleaN call 456-2950. 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

NAVY PREPARES TO LEAVE GULF; 
QADDAFI PLANS SEA MANEUVERS 

Navy warships last night prepared to leave the Gulf of Sidra after 
steaming closer to Libya's territorial waters, while Col. Qaddafi announced 
intentions to demonstrate his own naval firepower elsewhere in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Libyan government, according to maritime sources, telephoned 
shipping agents around the world yesterday to warn that Libyan warships 
planned target practice today in the area 100 miles nor'th of Tripoli, far to 
the northwest of the contested Gulf of Sidra where American and Liby&n 
forces have exchanged missile fire this week. 

(George Wilson, Washington Post, Al) 

U.S. Says It May Limit Maneuvers If Libya Stops Arrr.ed Resistance 

Reagan Administration officials said today that United States flight 
and naval operations in disputed waters near Libya may end before the 
scheduled conclusion on April 1 provided that Libya did not resume armed 
opposition to the American maneuvers. 

A rankjng White House official said late today that the withdrawal of 
the Navy's 30-ship armada was tentatively scheduled to start on Thursday, 
but hinged on whether Libya restrained or resumed missile fire at Navy 
aircraft. (Bernard Weinraub, New York Times, Al) 

U.S. Fleet Could Pull Out Of Gulf Of Sidra Today . 

U.S. warships in the Gulf of Sidra; having demonstrated their 
willingness to fight in waters claimed by Col. Qaddafi, could leave the 
disputed gulf today, Pentagon sources say. 

But the Defense Department sources added that if the maneuvers 
within the gulf de end today, the 6th Fleet vessels v.rould remain nearby in 
the f\:editerrane 2r Sea. (Norman Black, AP) 

Fleet May Leave Tomorrow If Not Provoked By Qaddafi 

U.S. officials yesterdr.y said the 6th Fleet had proved its right to sail 
the Gulf of Sidra and the 30-ship naval task force could pull back as early 
as tomorrow if Col. Qaddafi behaves himself. 

"We have demonstrated the right to operate in international waters. 
We have to do that periodically. We've done that," said Pentagon 
spokesman Robert Sims. (Walter Andrews, Washing·ton Times, Al) 

LIBYA SEEN LIKELY TO DELAY RESPONSE 

TRIPOLI, Libya -- Western diplomats said here today that they expect 
any terrorist response by Col. Qaddafi to the U.S. attacks on Libyan 
patrol boats and antiaircr:1ft missile installations to be delayed for weeks 
and even months, possibly until Americans have relaxed their defenses. 

( Christopher Dickey, Washington Post, A23) 

-more-
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U.S. Fears Worldwide Terrorism In Conflict With Gaddafi 

With all quiet in the Gulf of Sidra, the United States has expressed 
fears that the conilict with Libya might switch from the high seas to the 
shadowy underworld of urban guerrilla warfare. 

State Department officials said yesterday Libyan agents were watching 
U.S. installations abroad and that this might indicate possible attacks on 
American property and civilians. 

Charles Redman said that Libyan surveillance began before this 
week's naval clashes in the disputed gulf. Embassies and friendly 
governments were alerted to the danger, and American travelers were 
advised to take care. (William Scally, Reuter) 

Terrorists Trained AbroRd Live In U.S., Official Warns 

A top Senate official voiced concern yesterday over radicals living in 
the United States who not only are sympathetic toward Col. Qaddafi but 
have not been trained abroe.d in terrorist activity. 

Joel Lisker, chief counsel of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Security and Terrorism, said in an interview that some individuals from 
five "radical entente" countries -- Libya, Syria, Iran, North Korean and 
Cuba -- left the United States under false documents and returned as 
trained terrorists. ( John Mc Caslin, Washington Times, Al) 

SOME AIRPORTS TIGHTEN UP; OTHERS SAY NO SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 

Extra vigilance is the order of the day at airports from Boston to Los 
Angeles, but officials at New York and Atlanta airports say security is 
tight and won't get any tighter for fear of Libyan terrorists. 

"We not only have our two eyes open, we've got our hands working, 
too," said Thomas DiMaria, public safety coordinator at Greater Buffalo 
(N. Y.) International Airport. (Robert Barr, AP) 

DIDN'T VIOLATE '7 3 .A CT , WHITF FCUSE DECLAJ:FS 

The White House last night told Congress that the military strikes by 
the • U.S. 6th Fleet against Libyan sea and land targets did not require 
President Reagan to report to the Congress under the 1973 War Powers 
Resolution. 

In a letter to Rep. Dante Fascell, chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee, presidential assistant William Ball said, "We disagree 
with your claim that our actions in the Gulf of Sidra have failed to 
adequately satisfy the requirements of the War Powers Resolution. 

(Thomas Brandt, Washington Times, A5) 

TRIPOLI'S REACTION TO WAR · CALL: HO-HUM 

TRIPOLI -- Blood-curdling- posters, warlike slogans and high taxi 
fares were the only apparent signs of crisis in the Libyan capital 
yesterday, a city which seemed to be going about its business with hardly 
a hiccup. (Reuters, Washington Times, A5) 

-more-
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U.S. WANTS SECURITY COUNCIL TO UPHOLD FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 

The United States, presenting itself as the champion of seafaring 
nations, wants the U. N. Security Council to reaffirm freedom of navigation 
and to condemn what it views as violations by countries such as Libya. 

The Soviet Union on the other hand, is urging the 15-nation council 
to condemn U.S. "aggression" against Libya in the Gulf of Sidra and to 
take action to protect Libya's territorial integrity. (0. C. Doelling, AP) 

LIBYA CONFRONTATION ROILS SHULTZ'S ATHENS VISIT 

ATBFNS -- Efforts by Secretary Shultz and the Greek g·overnment to 
move their relationship into "calmer seas" hit heavy weather irn.,1:E':C:0 today 
because of this week's U.S. military action against Libya. 

Shultz's effort to get past [Prime Minister] Papandreou's 
anti-American rhetoric got off to a shaky start. The international 
relations committee of Papandreou 's PASOK party issued a statement today 
condemning the U.S. military action in Libya as "the armed enforcement of 
a new Pax Americana" and an "attempt for a holocaust in the 
Mediterranean. " ( Joanne Omang, Washington Post, A25) 

U.S. AIDES ENCOURAGED BY ARAB REACTION ON LIBYA 

U. S. officials said yesterday that they were encouraged by the 
relatively subdued nature of Arab reaction to the military confrontation 
with Libya because the Administration had expected a more vitriolic 
condemnation of the United States. 

"It's still too early to tell, but we feel that the reaction is not nearly 
as bad as it could have been," said a senior State Department official, who 
asked not to be identified. (John Goshko, Washington Post, A26) 

U.S. AIDES UNCEHTAIN OI'1 SIZE OF INCURSION BY NICAPA.GUA 

Reagan Administration officials, while publicly accusing· Nicarag·1w of 
invading Honduras with 1,500 troops, privately acknowledged yesterday 
that they are uncertain about the size of the Nicaraguan force and about 
other details of the headline conflict in Central America. 

Questions about the size of the incursion were accompanied by an 
uncertainty about the sources and reliability of U.S. information, the 
attitude of the Honduran government and the reasons why the 
Administration chose to treat it as a major event. 

(Don Oberdorfer & Fred Hiatt, Washington Post, Al) 

U.S. PILOTS AIRLIFT HONDURANS 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras U.S. military helicopters ferried 
hundreds of Honduran soldiers today to an area near the Nicaragwm 
border where Nicaraguan troops entered the country to attack 
anti-Sandinista rebels, U.S. officials said. . 

The helicopters landed at least nine miles away from the scene of any 
combat to avoid placing the approximately 50 U.S. pilots and crew members 
in danger, the officials said. ( Robert McCartney, Washington Post, Al) 
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U. S. Army Copters Carry Hondurans To Border Region 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- Fourteen United States Army helicopters 
today transported a battalion of Honduran troops close to an area on the 
border where Nicaraguan Government forces were reported to be fighting 
anti-Government rebels. (James LeMoyne, New York Times, Al) 

SENATORS FAIL TO ACHIEVE CONTRA-AID COMPROMISE 

Senate leaders broke off talks yesterday on a bipartisan compromise 
to aid the rebels fighting the government of Nicaragua, with Democrats 
saying the White House "torpedoed" a possible agreement and Republicans 
accusing the Democrats of being inflexible. 

Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn) blamed the breakdown on John Poindexter. 
Poindexter arrived late at a morning congressional negotiating session and 
stated the Administration's position on the two issues ih what Democrats 
said were unswerving terms. (Milton Coleman, Washington Post, A8) 

Senate A Little Shaky On Contra Aid 

Republicans in the Senate saw their hopes dwindling for easy passage 
of a $] 00 million aid package for the Nicaraguan Contra rebels, bogged 
down in a dispute between Democratic leaders and the Administrn.tion. 

The Senate planned a final vote today on President Reagan's aid 
request, but it appeared Republican leader Robert Dole's early confidence 
that the request would attract 70 or 80 votes had evaporated. 

(Michael Myers, UPI) 

Senate Talks Collapse On Contra Aid Compromise 

The Senate was set to act today on President Reagan's $100 million 
aid request for Nicaraguan rebels after a 24-hour delay and the collapse of 
negotiations aimed at reR.ching a bipartisan compromise. 

Talks between the RepubHcnn majority and the Demo~rntic minority 
broke down yester<:ky amid Democratic chn.J'v,·es the White Rouse had 
"hardened its attitude" and "torpedoed" a possible agreement. 

(Carol Giacomo, Reuter) 

Senators Work Late Preparing For Contra Aid Vote 

Efforts to reach a bipartisan accord on aid to the Nicaraguan 
resistance collapsed late yesterday, forcing the Senate to postpone debate 
on the Administration . proposal that has bitterly divided Congress. 

Senate leaders were meeting privately late last night in hopes of 
reaching a last-minute compromise, before the Senate early today begins 
consideration of the $100 million aid package for the rebels fighting· 
Nicaragua's Marxist Sandinista Regime. 

( Christopher Simpson, Washington Times, Al) 

-more-
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HONDURANS WERE HESITANT TO SEEK U.S. AID 

Pressure and reassurances were needed before Honduras would agree 
to ask the United States for emergency aicl against an armed Nicaraguan 
incursion, senior Administration officials said yesterday. 

Honduran reluctance was only overcome late Monday after long 
negotiations involving President Jose Azcona Hoyo, his military commanders 
and Elliot Abrams, officials said. (Stephens Broening, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

REAGAN HEADS FOR RANCH WHILE CONTINUING CONTRA AID, 
BALANCED BUDGF.T BATTLES 

Presk1er..t Reng·an was still jousting with Congress ov er his Cent ral 
American policy and a balanced-budget amendment as he prepared for a 
10-day vacation at his California "Ranch in the Sky. 11 

On his way to the ranch north of Santa Barbara the President was 
stopping off in New Orleans to do his bit in helping Republicans retain 
control of the Senate. (Dale Nelson, AP) 

NICARAGUANS REPORTED PINNED DOWN IN HONDURAS 

Reagan Administration officials s aid yesterday that a Nicaragu 2n 
b attalion of about 300 troops remained pinned down inside Honduras, and a 
senior adviser said this was "an advertisement" of the aggressive military 
intentions of Nicaragua on the eve of a Senate vote on a $100 million aid 
package for the anti-Sandinista rebels . 

Larry Speakes said that "contrary to statements ma de by Nicaraguan 
emissaries in several locations, it now appears fhat as many as 300 
Sandinista troops are blocked in Honduras and unable to extricate 
themselves. " 

Administration efforts to extract some advantage from the Sandinista 
incursion came on a day when the mood at the White House changed from 
optimism to uncertainty about the prospects of the contra aid package. It 
also p r oduce d rec r iminations at White House brie fin g:s, wh erP n so ,ior 
Ad r.i inistration official accused r eport er s of omittin g fac t s fr om thei r s tories 
in a manner that favors the Sandinis ta gover nment. 

( Lou Cannon, Was hin gton Post, AS) 

Sandinista Forces Defeated; Only 300 Still In Honduras 

Two Nicaraguan battalions that invaded Honduras retreated in 
disarray yesterday after five days of fighting with anti-Sandinista rebels, 
and U.S. diplomatic sources said fewer than 300 stra gglers remained on 
Honduran soil. 

An embassy source in the Honduran capital of Teguci galpa reported 
the Nicaraguans had "lost their integrity" -- military jargon for a defeat 
-- suffering 200 dead and losing large quantities of documents and military 
equipment. (Roger Fontaine, Washing·ton Times, Al) 

-more-
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WHITE HOUSE WAS OUT FRONT WITH NEWS 
OF SANDINISTA INCURSION INTO HONDURAS 

"You can't cover the war from the White House," Larr:ir Speakes told 
reporters as they peppered him with questions about Nicaragua's reported 
attack across the Honduran border. 

That statement is evident, but this was a fight that might not have 
been noticed -- much less netted $20 million in U.S. military aid to repel 
the attackers -- had it not been for the bully pulpit in the White House 
press briefing room. The White House, in fact, was the principal sources 
of information about the conflict this week. • 

(!Vfichael Putzel, News Analysis, AP) 

GORBACHEV CALLS FOR U.S.-SOVIET NAVAL PULLOUT 

MOSCOW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, assailing U.S. actions against Libya 
as "an encroachment," today proposed the withdrawal of all Soviet and 
American military fleets from the Mediterranean, according to the official 
Soviet news agency Tass. 

Gorbachev pledged that the Soviet Union would remove its naval fleet 
from the Mediterranean region at the same time the U.S. 6th Fleet pulled 
out, according- to Tass. (Gary Lee, Washing-ton Post, A28) 

Gorbachev: U. S. , Soviets Should Pull Fleets From Mediterranean 

MOSCOW -- Mikhail Gorbachev, accusing the United States of waging 
a planned "punitive" attack against Libya, has proposed that Moscow and 
Washington remove their fleets from the Mediterranean. 

"The United States is not stinting words in justifying that act of 
aggression," he said Wednesday about this week's U.S. -Libyan clashes in 
the Gulf of Sidra. "Facts irrefutably show, however, that it is not an 
unexpected incident but a punitive operation conceived and planned in 
advance. 11 (Anna Christensen, UPI) 

U.S. MAY ANSWER SOVIET SALT "VIOLATIONS" IN KIND 

Kenneth Adelman, a top arms 
Administration was considering 
submarine fleet to expand beyond 
Soviet "violations. 11 

control official, said yesterday that the 
allowing- the U.S. missile-carrying 

arms agreement limits as a response to 

Other government sources said a national security planning group met 
Tuesday at the White House to study a range of possible responses to what 
were regarded as continuing Soviet violations of the ratified 1979 SALT JI. 

( Charles Corddry, Baltimore Sun, Al) 

SHULTZ PREPARES FOR KEY TALKS IN GREECE AS THOUSANDS PROTEST 

A THENS, Greece -- Secretary Shultz holds key talks with Prime 
Minist'?r Papandreou today after massive street protests against his visit 
and a mixture of kind and harsh words from Greece's ruling -Socialists. 

Shultz has said he will press Papandreou to clarify the future of 
American bases after hints by the Greek leader that he will back down on 
a pledge to shut them by 1990. (Bruce Clark, Reuter) 
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U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL FINDS PAKISTAN FIRM FIGHTING DRUGS 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan Attorney General Meese has expressed 
satisfaction with the response from Pakistan on fighting the drug traffic to 
the West. 

Meese held a news conference last night after a two-day visit aimed 
at underlining U.S. support for Pakistan's opposition to the Soviet military 
presence in neighboring Afghanistan and its fight against drugs. 

(Raja Asghar, Reuter) 

BONN, U.S. IN ACCORD IN SDI RESEARCH PACT 

After prolonged negotiations West Germany and the United States have 
reached accord on Bonn's role in research for President Reagan's "star 
wars" space defense program. 

The Pentagon said, 1iThing·s are close to being ironed out, and there 
is a good possibility that we will have something [today]." 

(Reuter story, Washington Times, A4) 

EMBASSY SECURITY PROPOSAL CRITICIZED 

Critics of an Administration plan to spend $4. 4 billion to upgrade 
security at U.S. embassies say the program is unmanageable and will still 
leave American installations abroad vulnerable to terrorist attacks. 

"They [the State Department) don't know how to spend what they've 
got now," said one Reagan Administration official. "The folks don't handle 
money like you would at home." (Warren Strobel, Washington Times, A5) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Soviet Missiles 'Capable'" by Karen DeYoung appears 
on page Al of the Washington Post. 

"Envoys Speculate On LikeUhoocl Of Soviet Losses" by Christopher 
Dickey appears on page A27 of the Washington Post. 

"Clash Has Embarrassed Moderate Arabs," News Analysis by ~Tonathan 
Randal, appears on page A28 of the Washington Post. 

### 



NATIONAL NEWS 

F.EGAN HINTS VOLCKER lVJAY GET THIRD TERM AS FED CHAIRMAN 

Chief of Staff Regan said yesterday that the Administration wants Fed 
Chairman Paul Volcker to stay in his job through the end of his term in 
August 1987, and raised the possibility that he might be asked to serve 
another term. 

In what appeared to be an effort to calm fears that there is serious 
discord in the nation's central bank, or wide policy disagreements between 
the Fed and the White House, Regan said that the views of Volcker and 
President Reagan on basic monetary issues are not "that far off." 

( Hobart Rowan, Washington Post, Al) 

U.S. SUES GENERAL DYNAMICS OVER DIV AD GUN CHARGES 

The Justice 
alleging that the 
amount on a $41 
antiaircraft gun. 

Department sued General Dynamics Corp. yesterday, 
company mischarged the government an undetermined 
million contract to build a prototype of the Divad 

The civil suit, filed in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles, g·rew out 
of Fl U.S. investigation that led to the indictment in December of Gen er :::i l 
Dynamics and four current or former executives in connection with the 
Division Air Defense gun, also known as the Sgt. York. 

(AP story, Washington Post, A5) 

$750 MILLION IN EXTRA FARM LENDING AID STARTING TO SHRINK 

The Farmers Home Administration, under pressure to provide more 
loan money to help farmers through spring planting, has used up about a 
sixth of the additional $750 million that President Reagan released for loans 
two weeks ago. 

FmE A adminis trntor V:=rnce Clark said th nt about 15 s tntes that rnn 
out of direct operating loan nlloca tions have tappe d the new fun d for $123 
million. Other states are expected to seek aid as the planting season 
moves north and demand for fin ancing intensifies. 

(Ward Sinclair, Washington Post, All) 

MISSOURIAN TO BE NAMED TO USDA NO. 2 POST 

Peter Myers, an Agriculture Department administrator since 1982, will 
be named the second in command at the agency, congressional sources 
said. 

Myers, assistant secretary for natural resources and environment 
since last May, will move up to deputy secretary of agriculture and fill an 
opening created last month when John Norton left the job, the sources said 
Wednesday. (Barry Massey, AP) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: "Crimson Over Meese" by Howard Kurtz 2ppears on pag·e 
Dl of the Washington Post. 

### 



NEWS FROM THE STATES 

MEDITERRAt-;EAN SKIRMISH LIEEL Y TO HELP KHADAFY 

GALESBURG, Ill. ( UPI) -- A Knox College political scientist said Tuesday 
Moammar Khadafy likely will be the ultimate winner politically in the 
latest confrontation between American and Libyan forces around the Gulf 
of Sidra. "I think if we are trying to undermine Mr. Khadafy, this is 
not the way to do it, 11 said Robert Siebert, a professor of political 
science who co-authored a textbook in 1982 entitled 'Politics and Change 
in the Middle East.' 

"In fact, this is a good way to generate pretty widespread support 
for him, 11 said Siebert. "There isn 't a s mall country anywhere in the 
world that is comfortable about setting a precedent of superpowers 
coming in and beating up on them, regardless of what the provocations 
ar-e presumed to be . So he's g·oing to be able to milk this pretty 
substantially if it ends at the kind of level of coEflict that it' s at 
now." 

U. T. EXPERTS CRITICIZE U.S. ACTIO N IN LIB YA 

AU STI~:, Texas (UPI) -- The milit ary confront ation bet ween the l:nited 
States and Liby a will only enhance Libyan leader Col. ~/'.oamma r Eh 2c a fy 's 
internation al appeal, according to Middle East experts at the University 
of Texas. "Mr. Reagan is, in some ways, Khadafy's best" public relations 
man, said James Bill, a government professor and specialist on Middle 
Eastern affairs. "Confrontation converts a man who is relatively 
insignificant on the world stage suddenly into a major actor," he said. 
"It makes the man appear much bigger and more important than he is. 11 

Robert Fernea, a professor of anthropology at UT's Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies, agreed. 

Fernea said the attacks by U.S. warplanes on Libyan military 
t argets might be linked to President Reagan's push for military aid to 
the Nica r ag-u an contra r ebels. "I look on it ns a political net 
entirely ," h e sejd . "! t ' s pure H.cag"::mi sn" to me . I read it 2s hein r!' 
connected to the contra issue jn Con gr ess. It will make the vote r1ext 
time around take place in a greater sense of urg·ency. Since Ronald 
Reagan took over as president there ' s been a patte rn of doing this," 
said Bill. 

CALIFORNIANS PICKET FOR, AGAINST REAGAN'S LIBYAN ACTIONS 

FRESNO ( UPI) Rival groups picketed together outside the federal 
building in Fresno Tuesday, one group supporting President Reagan and 
the Sixth Fleet's operations near Libya and the other charging the 
President was provoking Libyan President Moammar Khadafy . There was no 
violence between members of the Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom and the group sponsored by the American Legion, but there 
were angry words. . 

The women's group carried picket signs denouncing the Sixth fl eP-t' s 
war exe rcises off the coas t of Libya and the other group carried 
American flags and sjgns saying they supported Rea gan and the right of 
the United States to conduct the war g ames . 

-more-
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DE CUELLAR L.A. VISIT CUT SHORT BY LIBYA TROUBLES 

LOS ANGELES ( UPI) -- Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, cut short his California visit Tuesday to return to New 
York to help ease tension brought on by the Libyan crisis in the Gulf of 
Sidra. Neither Libya nor the United States requested a Security Council 
meeting, but Perez de Cuellar said Libya and the United States sent him 
letters outlining their disparate versions of the hostilities. "For the 
Soviets, it's a provocation and for the Americans, they were exercising 
their rights to act in international waters," he said. 

In a letter to the Security Council, U.S. Amh assador Vernon Walters 
said, "The United States government protests the unjustified attacks 
against American naval units operating in or above international 
waters." Soviet deputy chief of mission, Ambassador Vasiliy Safronchuk, 
fired back at a news conference that "nobody asked the United States to 
police international waters. This is a sheer act of war," he said. A 
letter to Perez de Cuellar from the Libyan foreign ministry said, 
"Libya, therefore, has no other choice in protecting its security and 
integrity than to resort to its own strength," the letter said. 

OHIO OFFICIALS SUPPORT REAGAN'S LIB YAN ACTION 

DAYTON ( UPI) -- Mos t Chio congressmen are pointing to Col. VhRda f: · as 
the antagonist in this week's U.S. attack on Libyan tsrgets; however, 
some lawmakers are questioning whether President Reagan was provoking a 
fight. Democratic Rep. Don Pease of Oberlin said the United States 
certainly knew how Khadafy was going to respond to warplanes crossing 
over that line and he questioned whether the U.S. was deliberately 
antagonizing the Libyan leader. "The question is why we should pick 
this particular time to prove a point. It looks as if President Reagan 
is just spoiling for a fight," said Pease. 

Democratic Rep. Louis Stokes also questioned whether the U.S. was 
within its rights. Republican Rep. Robert McEwen said he is backing the 
President 100 percent in this incident and that there vrns "clearly 
hostile ir..tentn on Khadafy's p Ei rt. Echoing McEwen was his Republican 
~olleag·uc Thomas Kind ness . Democratic Rep . ,T::imes TraficM:t SRid U. S. 
warplanes had every ri g·ht to fly within the 125-mile line. Also backiri g· 
the president was Republican Rep. Willis Gradison of Cincinnati. Ohio 
Senators Glenn and Metzenbaum were in agreement reg·arding- the incident. 

LIBYA HURT MOST, PROF SAYS 

EAST LANSING, Mich. ( UPI) -- A Michigan State University specialist in 
military affairs said the interchange of missile file between Libya and 
the United States will hurt the Libyans most. "I think that sending 
ships into the Gulf of Sidra should be regarded as a reasonable, routine 
act by the U.S. government," political science professor David Rohde 
said today. "Khadafy claims a water limit thHt we regard as 
unreasonable and to demonstrate that we don't -accept it, we periodically 
have to sail across it and that's what we did." Rohde said hostilities 
may escalate "but whateve r happens, Libyan will get the worst of it." 

-end of A-section-



NETWORK NEWS SUMMARY 

(Wednesday Evening, 1v:arch 26, 198G) 

LIBYA 

CB S's Dan Rather: Off the coast of Libya, tension but no shooting today. 
Muommar K addafi turned up his calls for suicide attacks on Americans 
everywhere. 

CBS's David Martin reports from Libya that pictures of a Libyan 
patrol boat on fire in the Gulf of Sidra were released today by the 
Sixth Fleet. The first hard evidence of the damage Navy jets have 
done with their missiles. Lifeboats can be seen as survivors scramble 
to escape the burning vessel, one of several which ventured out 
toward the American fleet. 
(Admiral Kelso: "We were not going to permit them to attack our 
forces, and there are very definitely severely damaged patrol boats, 
and we're continuing to evaluate the others. We certainly did nothing 
to provoke an action. There was no American ship or plane within 60 
miles of the Libyan international waters that are recognized by most 
of the world when that firing· took place.") 
The U.S. does not have the Mediterranean to itself. Soviet ships 
continue to monitor the exercise, but Pentagon officials say there is 
no evidence the Russians are passing intelligence to their Libyan 
clients. In Moscow, Gorbachev tried to score a few propaganda 
points in a meeting with the President of Algeria by accusing the 
U.S. of aggression, and calling for immediate negotiations on the 
withdraw! of both the American and Russian navies from the 
Mediterranean. A State Department official called the proposal 
"absurd." The biggest danger to Americans is not at sea, but on 
land. 
(State Department spokesman Charles Redman: "We are aware that 
agents of the Libyan g·overnment have beer conducting surveillance 
operations against a numbe r of Am~rican installatiors and interests 
around the world. This could mean thflt Americans are tar12:eteci for 
attacks in the future. ") 
Pentagon officials say the operation could end as soon as tomorrow. 
But the American fleet is expected to remain in the general area for 
at least a few more days. 

Rather: I asked Doug Tunnell in Tripoli if the Libyan people see 
Kaddafi as the winner or loser in this recent fighting. 

Tunnell reports that it's looking very much like Kaddafi could still 
come out a winner. What America has done has given them a common 
enemy today, a repeated warning, another call to Arabs to launch 
suicide strikes against American targets. Both on embassies and 
businesses in the Middle East. And from Damascus today, at least 
one Palestinian group has agreed to comply. 

Rather: Tom Fenton reports tonight that many Americ:rns abroad are 
taking the new Libyan threat seriously, but many wonder how or if 
they can protect themselves. 

-more-
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CB S's Tom Fenton reports that in Damascus today, Abu Nida!, the 
Palestinian terrorist closely linked with Col. Kaddafi, issued this 
threat: 11 Anything American has from now on become a target for 
armed revolutionaries. 11 In Beirut today, a car bomb killed 8 innocent 
Lebanese and wounded 80. Such events are routine in Lebanon, but 
the mind that could create such carnage is the type of mentality that 
threatens potential victims everywhere. 

Rather: The Reagan Administration today officially notified Congress 
that, m its view, the Gulf of Sidra operations do not require 
invocation of the 1973 War Powers Act. That act seeks to require a 
president to notify Congress within 48 hours if and when U.S. forces 
are put in danger of hostile fire. (CBS-Lead) 

ABC's Steve Shepard reports that a Navy photo shows a Soviet-built 
Libyan-owned (gunboat), attacked by U. S. planes off of Benghazi 
early Tuesday morning EST. 
(TV: Photo of burning Libyan ship.) 
(Admiral Kelso: nwe were not going to permit them to attack our 
forces. One of my major responsibilities is to protect the American 
kids that operate these ships and fly these airplanes. 11

) 

Today, U.S. flight operations continue off of the coast of Libya. But 
there has been no hostile action for more than two days. Unless 
Libya attacks again, U.S. t:aval exercises are close to winding down. 
The Sixth Fleet could be headed back to port as early as tomorrow. 

(ABC-2) 

NB C's Tom Brokaw: Kaddafi warned today that American targets all over 
the world now would be fair game for retaliation, because of the U.S. 
military strikes in the Gulf of Sidra. In the Gulf of Sidra · today, 
U.S. warships and jet fighters operated without incident, and NBC's 
Fred Francis reports from the Pentagon tonight this has prompted an 
American claim of victory. 

NB C's Fred Francis reports that the ~arrier Saratoga and the rest of 
the Sixth Fleet have not been challenged for almost two days. And 
flefense officials tell NBC News that the battle for the rig·ht of 
passage in the Gulf of Sidra is over. Officials say the fleet, which 
continued its air operations today, will withdraw by Friday if Kaddafi 
does not unleash his ships or planes or missile batteries. The navy 
released pictures of a Soviet-built vessel, one of four lost in the g-ulf 
fighting. It is estimated by Defense officials that as many 200 
Libyans have died since Monday. The man in charge of the 
three-carrier battle group, Vice Admiral Frank Kelso, told reporters 
today that his fleet wasn't looking for a fight. There is a real 
concern in Washington that Kaddafi might lash out with terrorist 
attacks against American targets. In fact, Administration sources say 
that one of the reasons the President sent the fleet to Libya was 
because of intelligence reports that Ka<ldafi had planned terrorist 
attacks against American diplomats. There is no indication tonight 
that the presence of the Sixth Fleet has changed Kaddafi's mind. 

-more-
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ABC NEWS POLL 

Jennings: Last night, we surveyed more than 500 people by telephone. In 
addition, ABC t1:ews 1 Bill Blakemore has found some pretty strong· 
opinions on the street. 

ABC's Bill Blakemore reports that the national flurry of reaction to 
our clash with Libya was found by the nationwide ABC News poll to 
contain some very clear patterns. Two-thirds of Americans approved 
of Ronald Reagan's handling of the conflict, and think the level of 
America's military toughness has been just about right. 

APPROVE: 66% 

DISAPPROVE: 23% 

NO OPINION: 11% 

HOW TOUGH WAS REAGAN? 

JUST ABOUT RIGHT: 67% 

NOT TOUGH ENOUGH: 12% 

TOO TOUGH: 16% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

SHOULD THE U.S. TEACH KADDAFI MORE OF A LESSON, EVEN 
IF IT MEANS RISKING A LARGER WAR WITH LIBYA? 

YES: 39% NO: 57% 

DID REAGAN PROVOKE KADDAFI? 

YES: 27% 

NO: 66% 

NO OPINION: 7% 

Margin of Error: +/- = 5% 

GORBACHEV ON LIB YAN ACTION 

WILL THIS ACTION PROVOKE 
MORE FUTURE TERRORISM? 

YE~: 10% 

NC: 45% 

NO CHANGE: 39% 

NO OPINION: 5% 

(ABC-5) 

Brokaw: Gorbachev, in his first public comment on the Gulf of Sidra 
t1ghting, said today, 11 It showed the imperial bandit face of the U.S. 11 

He offered to withdraw the Soviet fleet from the Mediterranean if the 
U.S. would do the same thing·. (NBC-4) 

-more-
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Jennings reports that Mikhail Gorbachev weighed in today on the 
U.S. /Libyan dispute. Gorbachev said in the past few days that 
America has shown "its imperial bandit face." Mr. Gorbachev also 
had a proposal for opening talks on withdrnv..ring all American and 
Soviet Naval ships from the Mediterranean. ( AB C-2; CB S-1) 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Rather: In Central America, some of the latest U.S. military aid is now 
being hand-delivered by U.S. military personnel. U.S. military 
helicopters piloted by U. S. military crews spent the day ferrying 
Honduran soldiers to the frontier of Nicaragua, a remote Hon cur an 
province i,vhere a much talked-about , but not at all seen major 
Mcaraguan troop incurnion or invasion is supposedly in progress. In 
Washington, President Reagan's forces rushed to the front lines in 
CongTess, where the Senate is now nearing a vote on military aid for 
the contras fighting Nicaragua's government. 

CBS's Richard Schlessinger reports from Honduras that at daybreak, 
U.S. pilots started ferrying Honduran soldiers to the remote border 
area, where remnants of a Sandinista force are reportedly isolated, 
and trying to escape back into Nicaragua. 14 American helicopters 
.·we being· used to move between five and six hundred Hondurar: 
troops to the mountain jungles east of the capital. American officials 
say the helicopters will stay about ten miles away from any fighting. 
Informed sources say three battilions of Nicaraguan troops tried four 
times on Sunday to overrun the main rebel camp , about 15 miles 
inside Honduras. They did not succeed, and about 2, 000 
U.S. -backed contra rebels cut off their retreat. Some prisoners were 
taken, and Honduran authorities showed two of them to the news 
media. There have been at least 35 Nicaraguan attacks across the 
Honduran border in the past two years. The one this week was by 
far the largest. The Reagan Administration says the Sandinistas 
tried to mount an all-out invasion, but the Honduran Foreign Minister 
stops far short of that. He says only the Nicar~guans defied his 
g·cvernment clem and that Si=m dinista soldiers st n.:r out of Honcu r as. 
(Carlos Lopez Conteras: "This incursion does not represent a major 
threat to the security of Honduras.") 
Lopez worries that the use of American helicopters will drag Honduras 
into the middle of an American political debate, over the 
Administration's $100 million aid package for the contras. 
Washington's version of what is happening here, says Lopez, could be 
exaggerated by highly partisan politicians. 

CBS's Phil Jones reports that as the Senate debate on aid to the 
contras began, the Reagan Administration was emphasizing the 
urgency of the fighting in Honduras. Spokesman Larry Speakes read 
a letter from the Honduran President, received yesterday, stating: 

"My government has confirmed the presence of Sandinista armed 
forces on Honduran territory." 

-more-
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Jones continues: 
Officials were clearly irritated by suggestions of exaggeration. 
(State Department's Redman: "The government of Honduras ought to 
know whether its national sovereignity has been violated, whether it 
is under attack by the Sandinista army. It has so said.") 
(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when they have 
played the statesman and not when they have played 'Rambo.' And 
this Administration is playing 'Rambo' in Nicaragua. 11

) 

Even before the debate began today, Democrats accused the 
Administration of torpedoing a compromise. A compromise that called 
for face-to-face negotiations with the Sandinistas, and a second 
congressional vote on military aid that could not be vetoed by the 
President. On the Senate floor, the debate was mostly along party 
lines. Is appenrs the Administration has enough votes to get its 
contra aid package through the Senate. But it is g·oing· to be close, 
and it will not be the strong, bipartisan message that Republican 
leaders had hoped to send the Sandinistas. (CBS-3) 

AB C's I'eter Collins reports U.S. Army helicopters were airborne today, 
carrying Honduran troops toward the Nicaraguan border and a 
possible confrontation with Sandinista forces. It all had the ominous 
look and sound of war, but the fighting of the past few days is 
already dying down. The contras are claiming to have routed the 
Sandinistas, killing 200 while losing 40 men of their own. American 
officials here have expressed amazement that the Sandinistas would 
hand President Reagan this kind of propaganda coup. But they're 
moving quickly to take advantage of it. 

ABC's Sam Donaldson: Reagan Administration officials, beginning with 
Press Secretary Larry Speakes, bridled today at suggestions today 
they are hyping the Honduran situation for purposes of the contra 
aid battle on Capitol Hill. Speakes read the formal letter from 
Honduran President Escona, requesting nurgent military assistance to 
repel a Sandinista presence in flagrant violation of our sovereignity. 11 

Speakes said he couldn't explain why some Honduran officials continue 
to minimize reports of an invasion. But a senior White House official 
auote,:, t y G. rule of anor y rr'it y sr,i 6 they arc very g·oosey in 
Tugusig·alpa nbovt acknowledging the p r esence of contras on their 
territory. And a8 to the conflicting reports as to how many 
Sandinistas are actually on Honduran territory, and how r.rnch 
fighting is actually going on, the State Departrr.ent spokesman handled 
the numbers question this way: 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 or 1120 or 1760 
all I am saying is that there is a battle going on, the situation is 
tense, there are sizable numbers of Nicaraguans there under any 
circumstance.") 
Not everyone in Congress was convinced. 
(Sen. Sasser: "Without question, there's an enormous offensive 
underway. What we're not sure of is whether it's a public relations 
offensive by the Administration to get aid for the contras or whether 
there's a military offensive by the Nicaraguans. I think the R.nswer 
to that question is in doubt. 11

) 

The doubts wP.ren't helped by word that in the middle of all this, 
Honduran President Esconn went off on vacation. But then, it seems 
only fair: the Gulf of Sidra notwithstanding-, President Reagan lcnves 
on his tomorrow morning. 

-more-
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Jennings: Which means that the President will be out of town by the 
time the Senate gets to voting on aid for the Nicaraguan contras. 
Ever since last week's 'no' vote in the House, the Reagan 
Administration has been !oohing forward to -- and perhaps counting 
on a win in the Senate -- where the Republicans have the majority. 
Debate began today. But even in the Senate, the President is 
running into some difficulties. 

ABC's Brit Hume: Republican leaders expected to prevail, but kept 
tryrng rn falks with Democre.ts today to win more of them over. It 
wasn't easy. The President sent National Security Advisor Poindexter 
with word he would not agree to a requirement Congress approve this 
aid twice, and would not agree to talks that exclude the contras. 
One Demccrat said Poindexter --
(Sen. Sasser: 11 Steamed in to the Majority Leader's office, at flank 
speed, torpedoed the negotiations without even a warning shot across 
the bow.") 
Republican leaders denied that, but admitted they were worried. 
(Sen. Lugar: "I think it will be possible to pass it, but I thir..k it 
will be very close, and my guess is that we have 51 votes. I hope 
we have that many.") 
So debate began on $100 million on military and other aid to the 
contras. There would be a joint commission named by the President 
and Congress to oversee efforts to negotiate, but with no power to 
stop the aid. The floor debate and remarks outside reflected deep 
division over this issue. 
(Sen. Kennedy: "This Administration has done best when its played a 
statesman and not played 'Rambo.' This Administration is playing 
'Rambo' in Nicaragua, and the American people want it to halt.") 
(Sen. Gramm: "We are faced with a new problem; a new reality: a 
communist foothold on the mainland of the Americas. And we need a 
bipartisan consensus to deal with that problem.") 
So does the Administration. That's the reason for today's talks, but 
this evening they were still going, and Presidential aide Poindexter 
was still here. (ABC-Lead) 

l~BC's Tom Brokaw: Then-' is a confusinQ." situatinn in Centra! f..merica 
tonJght, but the Administration continues to insist that a large 
number of Nicaraguan Sandinista soldiers are tr·apped in Honduras, . 
and that the fighting still is going on. Nic::i.ragua denies thRt, and 
even some American Defense Department officials are skeptical about 
the size of the Sandinista force. The White House sees this as a 
very serious situation. 

ABC's Jim Miklaszewski reports that the Administration says that 1500 
Sandinista soldiers crossed the border into Honduras in a major 
invasion that began Saturday night, and on Sunday staged four 
assaults on at least one, perhaps two, contra camps. 
(TV: Sandinista raiding force marching. ) 
But the contras repelled the attacks, and forced the Nicaraguans to 
retreat. But informed sources, both in the Pentagon and in 
Honduras, dispute a major part of the Administration version. Those 
sources say that the initial Sandinistv force was actually about 600. 
Just slifhtly larger than raiding parties which had strnc!-c at contra 
camps in the past. 

-more-
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Miklas zewski continues: 
Honduras reports there have been some 60 such raids in the past 
three years. Military sources say intelligence from Honduras just 
does not support the 1500 troops the Administration reports. White 
House spokesman Larry Speakes stood by the Administration accounts, 
saying, "these are the facts. Whatever they said is not the facts. 
Sorry." The State Department suggested that numbers are not 
important. 
(Redman: "If you want to quibble whether it's 1450 or 1120 or 1760, 
all I'm saying is that there is a battle going on.") 
Some members of Congress disagree. Former ambassador Robert 
White, a frequent critic of Administration policies in Central America, 
says there's just no proof to the Administration's claims. Some 
members of Congress sug-p-es t the Administration figures werP hyped, 
to influence upcoming votes on contra aid, and say if that's the case, 
it raises questions about more than just the accuracy of 
Administration intelligence reports. 

ABC's Robin Lloyd reports more than a dozen U.S. hdicopte1~s, flown 
by American military pilots, loaded up 500 to 600 Honduran soldiers, 
taking them into a remote mountainous area near the Nicaraguan 
border. 
(TV: U.S. soldiers assisting Honduran soldiers.) 
Even Honduran government spokesmer- vrnre keeping a low profile, 
giving no explanation why the U.S., not Honduras, made the first 
announcement. Honduras confirmed the Sandinista attack, only after 
a visit yesterday by the top U.S. military official in the region, 
General John Galvin. Some Hondurans are now suggesting that the 
U.S. pressured the Honduran government to call for American help. 
But another explanation was that the Honduran government was 
seeking to avoid controversy. But tonight, as the airlift continues, 
the Hondurans appear to be taking yet another step toward the U. S. 
side in the Central American conflict. 

Brokaw: reports that NBC's Dennis Murphy is in Managua, Nicaragua 
tonig·ht, where the Sandinista govPrnment continues to cleny that they 
have any troops involved in Eo11dura1c; at :::ill. By the wLy, that $20 
million the President sent Honduras to denl with the reports of the 
Sandinistas -- that $20 million is in addition to another $450 million 
thDt in military aid the Reagan Administration has sent the tiny 
Central American country in the last five years. And in the U.S. 
Senate this evening, the President's request for $100 million in 
additional aid to the contras is expected to pass after some bitter 
debate. That was true even before this latest report of the 
Sandinista invasion. Sen. Dole acknowledged today that that helped 
the President's cause. Referring· to the Sandinistas, Dole said, 11 1 
hope they don't pull out while we're debating this.!" (NBC-Lead) 

CHALLENGER REMAINS 

Brokaw: reports that the waiting is over tonight for most of the families of 
the seven Challenr,er astronauts. Their lcved ones now have been 
identified, and funeral arrangements are underwa~r . (NBC-6) 

-more-
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COMMENTARY 

NBC's John Chancellor: Daniel Ortega is on his way to winning this year's 
award for dumb timing. Which is interesting, becouse Ortega won 
last year's award for dumb timing .... Just a few days ago, the House 
voted against aid to the contras, and the Senate is to vote this week. 
The Nicaraguan invasion of a neighboring country could produce 
votes in both Houses to help the contras. . . . The Congress is again 
outraged, the House of Representatives again embarrassed. Speaker 
0' Neill says OrtegA. is a bumbling, incompetent communist. After last 
year's dumb timing, the Congress voted some money for the contras. 
If the timing this year is as it looks, the contras may get their money 
again. fNEC-9) 

Editor's Note: ABC's Richard Threlkeld filed a 'status report' on Kaddafi's 
reign rn Libya, which included file film of the Libyan leader and his 
ways. (ABC-6) 

### 



EDITORIALS/COLUMNISTS 

LIBYA 

The Stakes In The Sidra Gulf -- "If anyone in the world had it coming, 
Moammar Khadafy did .... But there you have to feel a little uncomfortable 
about the Administration's judgment, too. The first time the Navy's jets 
fired on Libyan ships and a coastal radar installation, it made a point. 
Continuing to pound away starts to look like taunting· a madman. And it 
is hard to justify that as a foreign policy imperative." 

(Chicago Tribune, 3/2fi) 

Crossing The 'Line Of Death' -- 11 A great seafaring nation like the UnitEd 
States has much at stake globally in asserting the right of peaceful transit 
beyond the 12-mile limit. A great status quo power like the United States 
must tHke the lead, if no others will, in dealing with rogue regimes that 
sponsor and encourage terrorism. . . . We must r.ot surrender to the apostles 
of hate and outlawry. It is this nation's painful mission to uphold 
international law and order even when others cower." 

(Baltimore Sun, 3/26) 

Why's The U.S. Fighting? A Burden Of Leadership -- "Like it er not, 
invite or not -- the U.S. is the dominant moral force on Earth today. 
That's not a job anybody goes out looking for, but it carries burdens that 
are hard to escape.... That's what the U.S. is proving in the 
Mediterranean right now. It's tough and risky. But it's overdue -- and 
dead right." (New York Daily News, 3/26) 

Might On Behalf Of Right In The Gulf Of Sidra. . . -- "Washington behaved 
with impeccable respect for international law, even while acting against the 
world's most ostentatious outlaw. There was a principle at stake - freedom 
of navigation. (New York Post, 3/26) 

~i g·ht Goal, Doubtful Strategy -- "The issue of navigation in the Gulf of 
ficlra offered a tempting· J--,cok for 1\merica to grF<b - aided b:;' Cul. 
Khadafy's eagerness to bite - in dealinll with a problem that tormcrits the 
Administration. The goals are right: to .,find ways to dry up state support 
for terrorism and to encourage Arab ond Libyan opposition to Col. 
Khadafy. Unfortunately the risky strategy being tried in the Gulf of 
Sidra could produce the opposite results from those intended." 

(Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

The Sidra Turkey Shoot "Col. Quaddafi is not simply another 
sun-crazed lunatic. He is a client and trusted ally of the Soviet Union, 
using the wealth from Libya's low-sulfur oil to buy up all the Soviet 
hardware he can get. Moscow is always happy to oblige, but the mnterial 
comes with strings. Substantial help from his Soviet patrons and their 
East European puppets has turned Libya into a staging area for terrorism, 
and that is what the Sidra turkey shoot is all about. Col. Qaddafi may 
have drawn an imaginary line across the Gulf of Sidra, but the United 
States has drawn the line on state-sponsored terrorism." 

(Washington Times, 3 /2G) 
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LIBYA (continued) 

USA Made Its Point; Don't Provoke A War -- "Our nation must continue to 
fight terrorism. We must capture terrorists and bring· them to justice. We 
must isolate international outlaws like Khaddafy from the world community. 
And we must use force in self-defense when terrorists are about to strike 
or missiles are about to be launched. The USA has made the point: We 
are not afraid to fight for freedom of the high seas. Now we should 
declare victory and take one step back. We accepted a bully's challenge, 
and blood was shed. That's enoug·h. Both sides now shculd show 
restraint. . . . This tussle must stop before the bully draws the rest of the 
schoolyard into the battle. We must not let Kadafy lure us to the brinl~ of 
war with his 'Line of Death." (USA Today, 3/26) 

In Self-Defense -- "Kh1:,dafy is capable of almost any irrational act:ior:. you 
can think up. For the short run, let's just say, hooray for the U. S. 
Navy. What it has done to the Libyan armed forces -- and to Col. 
Khadafy's vanity -- is a lot less than they deserve." 

(Dallas Morning News, 3/26) 

NICARAGUA 

The Sandinistas' Invasion Is As Bad As The Contras' "The 
Nicaraguan-contra clash on Honduran soil is the almost inevit::i.hle outcome 
of Mr. Reagan's policy of relying- mainly on military force to deal with the 
Sandinista problem. With the contras based in neighboring Central 
American nations and unable to establish themselves in Nicaragua, it was 
only a matter of time until the fighting expanded into a regional conflict. 
This expansion serves warning of what lies ahead if the United States 
focuses its hopes solely on ousting the Sandinistas militarily. Force 
without diplomacy threatens all Central America with the turmoil that 
Honduras now fears." (Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/26) 

... While Congress' Lack Of Will Brings Danger Closer To Home -- "It must 
be made ciear to Manag·u,q that the U.S. recog·nizes the difference between 
pence neg·otiatior.s and military adventurism. Ar.cl that the lat t0r will not 
be tolerated. There's another issue at stake here a matter of 
pragmatism, not just principle. Again, Washfogton must aid the 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters now -- while there are still Nicar::iguan 
freedom fighters to aid." (New York Post, 3/26) 

Nicaragua On The March -- "Daniel Ortega's trip to Moscow was enough to 
change last year's vote on humanitarian aid. His invasion of Honduras 
should be met with an infusion of military support for the resistance. 
President Reagan, in fact, should call for more military aid than his 
original $70 million. Let the Democrats, before the backdrop of Nicaragua 
on the march, deny him again." (Washington Times, 3/26) 
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