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YA-62 (Rev.) (Label) 
RE: Complaint mail re RR's speech at . and the 

Commission's Report to Lengthen House of Stu 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

President Reagan has asked 
your thoughts on educatio 
from the increased attentio 
as a result of the Repo 
Excellence in Education. 
exchange of positive 
challenges we face. 

to thank you for sharing with him 
in America. We can all take heart 

and debate this subject has received 
of the President's Commission on 

By continuing this discussion and 
we can solve the educational 

Since release of the ommission's Report last year, the President 
has received hundr. ds of messages from students and teachers 
outlining their sug estions to improve education. The President 
and his advisers re reviewing these suggestions carefully as 
they consider w s to make necessary improvements in Federal 
policy in this ea. The President strongly believes that the 
most important hanges are those which can take place without an 
infusion of re Federal support -- changes that parents, 
administrator , teachers and students can achieve at the local 
level. 

s are designed to foster local decision-making and to 
higher standards of achievement for both students and 

teachers The President has taken numerous occasions to 
discuss our system of education and outline the steps he has 
propo d to make the entire system work better. I am enclosing 
a cop of a "White House Report to Students" so that you will be 
awar: of his ideas on this subject. He has visited a number of 
our nation's schools in the past, and he will continue to 1focus his 
pe anal attention on this vital issue. Letters like yours are 
p rticularly helpful to him in this process. 

best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael Ortega 
Night Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

Enclosure 

AVH/CAD/RDC/AVH 

(.1/13/84) 
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k YA - 6 2 l Rei:) 
RE : Complaint mail re RR 's speech a t Seton ~~11 ~n~~ -

and the Commission ' s Reoort t o Leng.:L Ho'..:"-~- c: ~Tudy 

THE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

June 14 , 19 8 3 

Dear VnameV: 

President Reagan has asked me to thank you for sharing wi th 
him your thoughts on education in America. We c an all ta ke 
heart from the increased attention a nd debate t his subject 
has received as a result of the Report o f the President's 
Commission on Excellence in Education. By continuing this 
discussion and exchange of positive ideas, we can solve the 
educational challenges we face. 

~~I 
Since release of the Commission's Report in A~1a the 
President has received hundreds of messages from students and 
teachers outlining their suggestions to improve education. 
The President and his advisers are reviewing these suggestions 
carefully as they consider ways to make necessary improvements 
in Federal policy in this area. The President strongly 
believes that the most important changes are those which can 
take place without an infusion of more Federal support -
changes that parents , a dministrators, teachers and student s 
can achieve a t the local level. 

Our policies are designed to foster local decision-making and 
to encourage higher standards of achievement for both students 
and teachers. 
the Presiden discussai our system of education an 
the steps has alrQ;&y proposed to make the entire system 
work bet er. I am enclosing a copy of t12,i President'5 address 
so that you will be aware of his ideas on t h is subject. He 
has visited a number of our .nation's schools in the past yga-1, 

and he will continue to focus his personal attention on this 
vital issue. Letters like yours are particularly helpful to 
him in this process. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Vinside addressV 
r} 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(6 / 6/83) 



YA-62 
RE: Complaint mail re RR's speech at Seton Ball Univ. 

and the Commission's Report to Length Hours of STudy 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 14, 1983 

Dear VnameV: 

President Reagan has asked me to thank you for sharing with 
him your thoughts on education in America. We can all take 
heart from the increased attention and debate this subject 
has received as a result of the Report of the President's 
Commission on Excellence in Education. By continuing this 
discussion and exchange of positive ideas, we can solve the 
educational challenges we face. 

Since release of the Commission's Report in April, the 
President has received hundreds of messages from students and 
teachers outlining their suggestions to improve education. 
The President and his advisers are reviewing these suggestions 
carefully as they consider ways to make necessary improvements 
in Federal policy in this area. The President strongly 
believes that the most important changes are those which can 
take place without an infusion of more Federal support -
changes that parents, administrators, teachers and students 
can achieve at the local level. 

Our policies are designed to foster local decision-making and 
to encourage higher standards of achievement for both students 
and teachers. During his weekly radio address on April 30, 
the President discussed our system of education and outlined 
the steps he has already proposed to make the entire system 
work better. I am enclosing a copy of the President's address 
so that you will be aware of his ideas on this subject. He 
has visited a number of our nation's schools in the past year, 
and he will continue to focus his personal attention on this 
vital issue. Letters like yours are particularly helpful to 
him in this process. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Vinside addressV 

Enclosure 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(6/6/83) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Pr~sident Reagan has asked me to thank you for sharing with 
him your thoughts on education in America. We can all take 
heart from the increased attention and debate this subject 
has received as a result of the Report of the President's 
Commission on Excellence in Education. By continuing this 
discussion and exchange of positive ideas, we can solve the 
educational challenges we face. 

Since release of the Commission's Report in April, the 
President has received hundreds of messages from students 
and teachers outlining their suggestions to improve 
education. The President and his advisers are reviewing 
these suggestions carefully as they consider ways to 
make necessary improvements in Federal policy in this area. 
The President strongly believes that the most important 
changes are those which can take place without an infusion 
of more Federal support -- changes that parents, 
administrators, teachers and students can achieve at the 
local level. 

Our policies are designed to foster local decisionrnaking and 
to encourage higher standards of achievement for both 
students and teachers. During his weekly radio address on 
April 30, the President discussed our system of education 
and outlined the steps he has already proposed to make the 
entire system work better. I am enclosing a copy of the 
President's address so that you will be aware of his ideas 
on this subject. He has visited a number of our nation's 
schools in the past year, and he will continue to focus his 
personal attention on this vital issue. Letters like yours 
are particularly helpful to him in this process. 

With the President 's best wishes, 

.. ·.·.,· 

.... t • , , •, .. · ~-:-. ,. _ ~- ... _ 

· ·· . : .. , .' ;• 
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DRAFT/Date SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

RR/ ______ / ______ / Enclosures: 

0 
AVH/ 

Dear 

() 

0 

(Drafter) (Rev. I) (Rev. II) 

ROBO TO ANSWER COMPLAINT MAIL RE RR'S SPEECH AT SETON HALL U. AND THE COMMISSION's 

REPORT TO LENGTH HOURS OF STUDY 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you (and your students) for 

taking the time to share your thoughts with him about your particular school. Since 

receiving_recomendations from the National Commission on Excellence in Education, 

the President has hea~d from hundreds of teachers and their students, many of whom 

invite the President to visit their schools. While the President would like to 

meet each and everyone of you, he 

basis according to his schedule. 

has had to settle for visiting schools on a select 
~~, 

Those visits, have confirmed the President's ~ 

belief that~ there are thousands of outstanding schools and thousands of aeaicated 
I,~,. 

teachers, students; and school administratorS(f we must not look at ourselves ;im~xSR¥X 

as a nation and see no room for improvement. 

Unfortunately, the facts show that indeed there is alot of room for improvement and 

the President believes that those same dedicated teachers and administrators recognize 

this. Since 1963, Scholastic Aptitude Test scores have demonstrated a virtually 

unbroken decline. Thirty-five of our states require only one year of math fqr a high 

school diploma, and 36 require only one year of science. When compared to students 

in otlo. It' industrialized nations, we've begun to realize that many of ours place badly. 

Sadly, it's been estimated that half of our country's gifted young people are not 

performing up to their full potential. 



·O 

.... 
- 2 -

There are those who attribute the problems we face nationally regarding education to 

lack of money. In spite of all the stories you may have been haring about spending 

cutbacks, total expenditures in the nationrs public schools this year, according to the 

National Education Association, are expected to reach $116.9 billion. That is up 

seven percent from last year and more than double what it was just ten years ago. It 

would appear that if money was tm eanswer,. the problem would have bee~ sh~inking rather 

than growing for tm elast ten years. We spend more money per child for education than 

any other country in the world. The answer is not more money, but good leadership, 

dedication from wel-l=trained teachers,. discipline, homework, testing and efficient 

use of time. The best way to encourage these attributes .is by rewarding excellence 

to those same principals, administrators and teachers. Teachers hsould be paid 

and promoted on the basis of their merit and competence. 

U We can also encourage excellence by encourag~ng parental choice. That is exactly 

0 

what we' re trying to do through our programs of tuition tax credits, :and vouchers. We 

are allowing individual parents to choose the kinds of schools they know through the 

free and vigorous competition of ideas. President Reagan believes that the principles 

of intellectual freedom and innovation, for individual families, through the vouchers 

and tuition tax credits as well as for individual public shcool systems through 

block grants that come without the red tape of government regulations from Washington 

attached can help to restore the overall picture of education in America. 

President Reag~ look at the facts and the overall state of education in our 

country. He is proud of the individual teachers, parents and stud~IJ,t~
1
who are working 

"r-t-¥~ 6tn~~1.h-"2;~ ~4Z- beli~ ~l--, ~ "->e.. ~,1 4:Lf 
daily to p~sryi,se~.~for tomorrow. But "llir~ recognize problems when we 

•_, /_ ~ Cb--d ~"\.l'\.Ouc.A:u-r:;_ l<i~ ~ 
see them, and those problems must be addressed~,,,.,... I\ 

With the best wishes of tm ePresident, 

Sincerely, 
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SOC8 The question of tax exemptions for private, religiously affiliated 
schools is immensely complex. It was for this reason that President 
Reagan presented the issue to Congress, the only branch of the Federal 
government ~ith full power under the Constitution to resolve both the 
important tax and civil rights questi6ns involved. SiAce it now appears 
that the Supreme Court will address the issue of tax exempti ons in two 
pending cases, it would be inappropriate to comment except to state in the 
strongest terms that this Administration will do everything in its power 
to assu re that the civil rights of all are respected. 

SOC9 The President does not believe that gun control will solve our nation's 

SOCIO 

SOCll 

crime problem. He believes that the way to solve that problem is to increase 
penalties for hard-core, care~r criminals who misuse guns, rather than 
to limit the constitutional rights of honest citizens through gun control. 

As the President said in his addr~ss to the 112th annual members' banquet 
of the National Rifle Association on May 6, 1983, he and his Administra tion 
11 have declared war on organized crime and the career criminal element in 
America ... We want mandatory sentences. We want firm and speedy applicati on 
of penalties. And we want to. abolish parole for Federal offenses. But there's 
one thing we do not want: We will never disarm any American who seeks to 
protect his or her family from. fear and harm." 

You may be interested to know that the President has signed i.nto law two 
amendments to the Gun Control Act of 1968. These amendments remove the 
burdensome recordkeeping requirements on sales of the most popular sporting 
ammunition. A tremendous amount of ti.n:ie and paperwork was imposed on dealers 
to record these sales, yet there was little evidence that these requirements 
helped to reduce crime. The President 1 s ·action has eliminated the paperwork 
on over a bi 11 ion rounds of ammunition annually. I can assure you that the 
Adminstration will continue to seek the removal of restrictions whi.ch 
operate only to burden law-abiding Americans . It will instead concentrate 
law enforcement resources on apprehending and imprisoning criminals. 

I can assure you that the President has the highest regard for the role 
played by our nation's public schools, and he recognizes the .il'.les.timable 
contributions made by the parents, teachers and administrators . who 1sei-\ie ;;.n 
nearly 14,000 school districts· nationwi.de. The policies of this Administratio 
reflect the President's basic commitment to education, while ensuring 
that Federal resources are targeted on students with greatest need and that 
parental, State and local education decision making are enhanced. 

President Reagan will continue to speak for the strong and diverse 
educational programs America needs, including the systems utilized by the 
vast majority of America's children: our nation's public schools. 

The recovery of the fundamental moral and legal principles upon which this 
nation was founded is an essential element ~f President Reagan's agenda 
for national renewal. It was good of you to let him know that you share 
his convictions about these important issues. The Presi.dent counts on your 
support in achieving our corrmon goals. • 
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For Immediate Release 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(South Ora..'"'lge, New Jersey} 

P..EMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE 

SEl'ON HALL UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT 

Seton Hall University 
South Orange, New Jersey 

May 21, 1983 

THE PRESIDENT~ I have been sitting here -- I've been 
sitting here as the protocol was recognized of acknowledging all 
those distinguished people who are here and then,before I could 
think of anything proper to maybe a-,..·oid that, Pearl Bailey, as she 
has done to so many for so many years, topped anything that I could 
think ofo Dittoo (Laugh~er.) (Applause.) 

I thank you all, though, very much for inviting me 
here todayu and I'm deeply hon~red by the degree that you've 
chosen to confer on me -- and especially so because I'm sharing it 
with two people I greatly admire. Gary Nardino is a man of true 
achievement in an industry that has.played a big part in my life o 

And Pearl Bailey is a great lady and a long-time dear friend who 
combines the wonderful gift of entertaining with an even more 
precious one, the ability to .lift the hU1~an spirit and inspire it. 
And I 0m honored to be in such company. (Applauseo) 

At the same time, as has been acknowledged today, that 
you are here with -- filled with mixed emotions, so am I. This 
honorary degree -- you see I've nursed a feeling of guilt for a 
half a century that the first one I got was honoraryo (Laughtero) 
Besides, if there 1 s one place where I always feel at home, it's 
an athletic field-- (laughter) -- even if you don't play football 
on it anymoreo (Laughtero) Come to think of it, I don't play 
football anymore. (Laughter.) Anyway, I understand that the 
baseball team has- a good season. (Applauseo) 

And, Dro ovAlessio, speaking as one President to 
another, I was very impressed to learn that when you joined Seton 
Hall the University was operating in the red. And in two short 
years, you 0 ve turned things around. What's your secret? (Laughter.} 
(Applauseo) Andv please 11 don•t just tell me. Tell the Congresso 
(Laughtero) It's already too late for me to break your two-year 
record, but we need all the help we can get in Washington to- work 
toward a balanced budgeto (Applause.) 

MORE 
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Something I=ve noticed in attend-ing graduations over 
the years is the way time has a habit of ~atching up with youo 
First, you::;,~1=,art to notice that you're older than the students. 
And next, you begin to realize that you're older than most of 
the faculty. __ (Laughter.) But today marks a new first for me o 

I'm even senior to the Jubilarians who are gathered he~e todayo 
(Laughter. Applauseo} They graduated in 1933; IQm class of 
'32, -- (laughter) -- Eureka College. A..~d you i~~ediately say 
to yourself, "Where is that?" And if I tell vou, vou won;t 
know any more than you know now. (Laughter.)- It!s in Eureka, 
Illinoiso (Laughter.} 

That was 51 years ago or, to put it another way, 
just 76 years after the founding of Seton Hallo To you members 
of the Class of '83, I'm sure that see.~s like a long, long time 
ago and you're right. The world has seen things happen -- great 
miracles and great tragedies that no one could have dreamt of 51 
years agoo Back then 9 the big breakthroughs were propeller 
aircraft that could fly as far as Pa~is, movies that could talk 
and a thing called radio that had a voice but no picture4 
I heard a little boy one day come in the house to his mother 
and say that he had just been next door with his friend. And 
he said, uYou know~ they've got a box over there that you can 
listen to and you don't have to look at anythingo 11 (Laughtero) 

Yet, if today 8 s tech.~ology is more sophisticated Q 
than anything we had around.· in.:.1932, .some things -- and some • 
very important things remain the same. Just to give you one 
example, I can remember thinking, on my graduation day, that 
it was a time for me, and my friends, and my teachers, and my 
familyo And the commencement speaker seemed to be an intruder at 
a private party -- an outsider at an intima~e celebration 
of moments shared all leading up to this very special dayo 

Now, I can't believe that it feels very much 
different for you today, even though the Spirit of Sto Louis 
has been outpaced by rockets to the moon, and today;s high 
technology makes the radios, and the films, and industrial 
efforts of that earlier day seem as remote as the Stone Ageo 
I know there's some of you probably think that my first degree 
was engraved in a stone tableto (Laughter.) 

I know that surface appearances have changed a loto 
Looking back, for example, to Seton Hall's freshman rules for 
1927, I notice that red caps a.nd black socks were 11 to be 
worn at all times" by freshmen and that knickers, bow ties, 
and mustaches were bannedo {Laughtero) Abeu~ the only.-
place left today where you encounter regulations that silly is in 
the federal bu=eaucracy and we're trying our best to get rid 
of them thereo (Laughter. Applauseo} 

What I do sense here today 
with young Americans, 

!-lORE 

and whenever I visit . . -. "\ 

0 
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and that is the same unquenchable spirit that I =emember among my 
own classmates at Eureka college so long ago .. Ours., too, was a 
time of great change and uncertaintye Many of the things that our 
parents had taught us to take for gra~ted suddenly seemed very fragile 
or even lost. Economic excess~ lack of vision arr~ng world leaders 
and the forces of change had brought on a Great Depressio~ and 
unleased evil and extremism L~ rarmy parts of the globe. 

I know that on this day, you look forward with some 
trepidation, wondering if there~s a place fer you in a world that 
is sunk in a deep recession. Well, the classes of 1932 faced a 
world in the very bottom of the Great Depression, when unemploy!""-
rnent was gr~ater than 25 percent. The situation was the same for 
the class of "33. It hadn't changed anyo The federal government 
used radio with regular announcements every day urgi~g people not 
to leave home seeking work because there were no jobs. But here 
we are a half a century later and it's been a half a century of 
ever-increasing oppo~tunity for us and adventure. A.~d we've found 
that life has been gaodo 

We had our share of suffering in America, greater 
suffering than this country has ever known since. But something 
held true, something that still lives in the American spirit, your 
spirit. More than half a century and countless other trials later, 
some of that spirit is captured, appropriate enough, in the words 
that the late Cardinal Spellman used to describe r01other Seton her
self. nshe was not~ 0 he wrote, 0 a mystical person in an unattain
able niche. She battled against odds in the trials of life with 
Ai.~erican stamina and cheerfulness; she worked and succeeded with 
American efficiency.a 

Well, these qualities of faith and common sense and 
dedication, if you can cultivate and keep them, will see you through 
lifetimes that will not only be rich in meaning for you as in
dividuals, but which will aJso leave behind a better country and a 
better wo1ld and that will make all the effort that you've put into 
your school years and all the sacrifice of parents and other loved 
ones who have helped to see you th=ough worth many times their costo 

You who are graduating have taken virtually your entire 
lives to reach this noment~ To you it seems like a very long time. 
But there are others here today, parents and grandparents who share 
this day with you. :AnJ as they look back, it seems as if the journey 
only started yesterday. As a matter of fact, they can remember when 
if you took their handu your hands were so tiny they only could 
encompass one fingero But you left an imprint on that one finger 
that they can still feel today. 

So for everyone, it's a day of nostalgia, of looking 
back on a montage of memories and, for you, looking ahead, perhaps 
a little fearfully, seeking a clue to what the future holds. And 
possibly that explains the paradox of calling the day ngraduation" 
at the same time that we call it "commencement." 

MORE 
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\E-pr even as you graduate today and commence life's 
__ journey in the outside world, you draw closer to the day when you, in 
your.turn, will- be the parents of anothe~ generation of young 
Americans. A.~d, not long after that, your. children will begin their, 
own schooldays. What kind of a world is it that }70U face now, on 
the brink 0£ a new chapter in vour lives; and what kind of a world 
will your children, in their tL4e, face? 

Someone once said of our country that 11We soared into the 
20th century on the wings 0£ invention and the winds of change." 
Well, in a few years' time; ~e Americans will soar into the 21st 
centuryv and again it will be en the wings of invention a~d the 
winds of changeo "And you will have been responsible for much of 
that changeo In large measure, the quality of your individual 
lives, and your children's lives, will be determined by the quality 
of the education that you've received -- at home and at school --
to prepare you for this new world of challenge, innovation, and 
opportunity. 

Abraham Lincoln is supposed to have said that the best 
tbing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time. In 
this modern age, it of ten seems to come a little more quickly than 
that. Our nation is speeding toward the future at this very moment. Q 
We can see it coming, if not in sharp detail at least in broad 
outline. In your history books youvve read about the Industrial 
Revolution. Wellv today, we're living the beginnings of another 
revolution -- a revolution ranging from tiny microchips to voyages 
into the infinity of space; from information retrieval systems that 
cam bring all of the great literature and films and music within 
reach of a family video unit, to new methods of health care and 
healing that will add years of full active existence to your 
life spans. 

The other day I was shown a little tiny piece of fiber. 
It looked almost like something of a decoration. I was told that 
this was part of a satellite system that can transmit the entire 
Encyclopaedia Britannica in three seconds. 

But for you to take advantage of all these awesome new 
advances -- and for your children to -- we must forge an education 
system capable of meeting the demands of change. 

And the sad fact is that, today, such a system does 
not exist in its entirety. Oh, .there are plenty of outstanding 
schools -- ..12:r~nt co.mpany i ncJ.:uded -- .§tnd thousands of dedicated, 
teachers and school administrators. ~ut, taken as a \,zhole. we ba:sre 
t· ~eel that many of our high schools are not doing tbe job they 
sh~uld. _Since 1963, Scholastic Aptitude Test scores have _ 
~mon~rated a virtually unbroken decline. Thirty-five of our 
states require only one year o~ math for a high-school diploma, 

'---and 36 require only one year of science. _When compared to students ---mo • tions, we've begun to realize that many 
. of ours pla,.,e badly. And it; s been es ima e a a o our _ 

_ count~ 9 s gifted young neople are not performing up to their full 
p~ntial. 



0 

0 

Thatis a criminal waste oI ~u= most precious natural resource, 
you, our sons and daughtc~s. 

Now, there was .~ time,, n.ot too long ago, 
'<" solution to thi"s problem would have been summed t:r;i by 

wou 

the 

..Ihey tried that approach aMd it failed. IQ soite 
of all those stories you mav have been hearing about spendjng 
cutbacks, total ex~-enditures in the nation's 'ublic school. 

is ear, accordin tot.he National Education Association, 
.__are expects to reach $ll6a9 bii ion. Now, that's up seven 

percent from last ear and more than doublP- r 
L years ago. _So, if money was t 

have.been sh~inking rather than ,ears. 

Right about now, I expect some of you are saying 
to yourselves., "That's what I would expect to hear from a 
fellow like·thata He 1 s a conservative." But don't take 
my word for it~ Listen to what a former Secretary cf Health, 
Education, and Welfare. -- a card-carrying liberal, Joseph Califano, 
who served under my innnediate predecessor, had to say on the 
subject. He said, "I came to H.EoW. enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to improve education in America, and determined to 
step up fede!:al funding sharply. 11 And then he wrote, "I left 
alarmed over the deterioration of oublic education in America 
and troubled by the threat to academic freedom that the federal 
role, enlarged and sh~ped by special interestsr poses." 

I couldn 2 t ag~ee more, and I know that former 
Secretary Califano also spoke for thousands of parer~·-.s, teachers, 
students, and school acL~inistrators who have found themselves 
caught in a tangle of conflicting, time-consuming federal 
regulationsa The road to better education for all our people 
simply cannot be paved with more and more 1:-eGycled tax dollars 
collected, redistributed, and over-regulated by Washington 
bureaucratso 

But there is much that the federal government can 
do to help set a national agenda for excellence in education, 
a commitment to quality that can open up new opportunities and 
new horizons to our young people. 

I'll have a little more to say about that in the 
weeks aheado But on this special day: let me just cite a few 
common sense goals and guidin•g principlesa Some of them may 
be familiar to you. They should be, because they've helped to 
make the teaching that many of you ~ave ~eceived here at Seton 
Hall and in your primary and secondary schools outstandinga 
And they can make the teaching your younger brothers and sisters 
and your children receive even better. 

To begin with, the time has come for a grassroots 
campaign for educational renewal that unites parents, teachers, 
and concerned citizens. Wes end more rnone~ -er child for 
e ation than any other country in 1a world -- ue just ha1.ren 't 
been getting our money 9 s wortn. An we woil ~ until we reverse 

.some of the dangerous trends of recent yearsa And that means 
restoring parents and local government to their rightful role 
in "':ho odu<"'!a-t-:i.cma.1. process. (Applause.) 
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Perhaps the biggest irony about the problems facing 
American educatio toda is the fact that we alread know what makes 
for good schogls, leadershi from orincioals and superinten 
dedication frdm we - • teach~rs, isc:t.pline homework 
and e ici (Applause.) _ noted where that applause 
started fromo (Laughter.) All of these things can be improved 
without increasj.ng federal funding and interference .. And with only 
modest increases in local and state support. 

One of the best ways to do this, and unfortunately it's 
opposed by some of the heaviest hitters in the national education 
lobby, is by rewarding excellence. (Applauseo) Teachers should, 
be paid and promoted on the basis of their merit and·cornpetence.l 

7Applauseo) Hard-earned tax dollars should encourage the best.J They 
have no business rewarding incompetence and mediocrity. (Applauseo) 

And we can a so encourage excellence encoura~i 
parental choice. And 'r tr~in to do 
our programs of tuition tax vcuchers -- (applause) 
allowing individual parents inds of schools they kno~ 
wi be est or their c 1 ren's n erica rose to reatness 
trough the ree an v1aorous competition of ideas. e can make 
American education great again by applying these same principles of 
intellectual freedom and innovation, for individual families, through 
the vouchers I mentioned ana tuition tax credits. And for individual 
nubli uqh block grants that come without the 
red tape of government regulations ram Washington attac e o 

And although I know that this idea is not popular in 
some supposedly sophisticated circles, I can't help but believe that 
voluntary prayer and the spiritual values that have shaped our 
civilization and made us the good and caring society we are deserve 
a place agai~ in our nation 9 S classroomso (Applause.) 

Well, I could go on and on~ but donit worry~ I won 9t. 
(Laughtero) This is your graduation not my state of the schools 
addresso (Laughtero) So I'll save the details for mere appropriate 
forums in the weeks and months ahead. 

Tody is your day, graduates, teachers, friends and 
familyo And itvs a day for you to remember not for anything that 
I've had to say, but for what it will mean to you for the rest of 
your liveso &~d I, and speaking for those people ayer there in that 
particular section, tell you, you&ll be amazed a half a century 
down the road at how clearly and how warmly the me..~ories of these 
last few years will stay with you and how much theyvll mean to youo 
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With an economy that 1 s gzowing healthier every day, with 
a country that's still strong in freedom and growing ·stronger• in 
opportunity, your lives can be as good ar..d productive and as 

r meaningful as you are willing to :make th.am. 

0 

u 

Pope John worte of Mother Seton that "She flourished in 
holiness precisely at the time when the young United States was 
beginning to take its important place among the peoples of the 
world." 

Well, so, too, can each of you, for we are still a. 
young nation. And we have a olace to -take in the world. - I know 
of. no nation in a better position than to lead the world out of the 
morass of hatred and rivalry and t.o freedom for all mankind than 
the United States. (Applause.} 

You've been given special blessings, special gifts, 
families that care, that have given you the values of honesty, hard 
work, and faith that has seen you through the formative years of 
your lives; teachers who have taught you-to think and to learn in 
preparation for productive careers; and a country that, for all 
its faults:,is still what Lincoln called it more than a century ago: 
the last, best hope of earth. 

Now, r know there are certain cliches and things that 
go with commenc~~ents such as a graduation speaker is supposed 
to tell you you know more today than youvve ever known before 
or that youv11 ever know again. I won't say that. (Laughter.) 
But if I could do something else that probably is all too often 
done, would you listen for a moment to a little advice and based 
on personal experience. Because this graduation year is so 
similar to that one of 50 and 51 years. ago, in the depths of that 
Great Depression, I remember, diploma in hand, going back to 
my summer job that I had had for seven years, life-guarding on 
a river beach out there in Illinois -- {laughter} -- and I remember 
all -- you didn't think of career. Listening to those announcements 
I mentioned a little while ago on the radio, all you thought about 
was how -- how when the beach clG~as this fall, where do I go? 
What job is there? And I was fcrtunate. A man who had survived 
the Great Depression until then, and was doing well out in the 
business world, gave me some adviceo He said, "Look, I could 
tell you th~t maybe I could speak to someone and they might give 
you a jobo But, 11 he said, 11 they~d only do it because 0£ me. 11 

And then he said, ;'They wouldn't have a particular interest in you. " 
He ~aid, "May I tell you that even in the depths of this depression,,; 
and so I will say to you even in the depths of this recession, 
there are people out there who know that the future is going to 
depend on taking young people into whatever their undertaking is 
and starting them out so that -- whether it's business, industry, 
or whatever it might be, it will continue en. 
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',/\;"~Now 11" he sai.:.., 81 a salesman has to knock on a lot of 
doors before he makes a sale. So, n he said 11 ." if you will make up 
your mind what line of work you want to be in, what industry 11 what 
business, whatever it is, profession or other,n he said, 0 and then 
start knocking on doors, eventually you'll come to one of those 
men or women who feels that way. And all you have to do, don't 
ask for the particular job you-want, tell them you 9 ll take any 
job in that industry or that business., whatever it may be., because 
you believe in it and its future and you'll take your chances on 
progressing from there.• 

Well., my means of travel in that early era was hitch
hiking and I hitchhiked from one radio station to another. Radio 
was the most new industry of that time. And he was absolutely right. 
I came to one one day when I was just about out of shoe leather and 
didn't know how much further I could go. And I started on a career 
that led to another career and that led to some things that are 
mere visible today. (Laughtera) 

But he was right. And so I say it to you, I pass on 
his advice to you. Don't get discouraged with the situation of the 
world. Things are getting better. And believe it., we need you. 
We need your youth. We need your idealism. We need your strength Q 
out there in what we're trying to acomplish today. So, welcome 
to the world. 

The world you inherit today ~.ay not always be an 
easy one, for nothing worth winning is easily gainedo But it's 
a goo~ world, and it 9 s a world that each of you can help to 
make a better one. tJhat greater gift than that -- what nobler 
heritage -- could anyone be blessed with? 

So, may I add my congratulations to all of you, 
good fortune to all of you.. And above all, God bless you. Tl"..ank 
you. (Applause.) 

END 11:05 A.M. EDT 
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Connie: 

The President's re~arks were 
essential in support of the conclusions 
reached by the National Commission 
on Excellence in Education (copy 
attached). 

~he more complete discussion 
which the report allows may help 
them to gain a greater understandin9 
of the large body of evidence which 
support the President's position. 

P.J. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 17, 1983 

8 : 0 1 P . M. EDT 

NEWS CONFERENCE 
BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

The East Room 

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. I have a statement. 
I'm gratified that a bipartisan consensus on arms control is 
emerging fro~ the recom,w~n.¢l..at.i.<:g1~._.9.J __ JJl~l?,gg_y1crof}:. __ Cq~is~io~_-

-- -Their report combined into Qn1= pa9k?1.ge _i;:11,_r~_e of om; t-92. J2_:J;"_:_i,9rit,y" 
goals -- modernization, deterrence, and arms control. And I'm 
integrating their arms control recommendations into our START proposals. 
I will also support their proposal to develop a small single 
warhead missile for more stable deterrence in the future. 

Many in the Congress have shared their thinking on 
arms control with us. Close cooperation can show the Soviets that 
we Americans stand united, ready to negotiate in good faith until 
we succeed in reducing the level of nuclear weapons on both sides. 

Working together and exploring initiatives such as a 
proposed mutual build-qown of strategic nuclear forces, we can keep 
America strong and achieve arms reductions that strengthen the peace 
and benefit all mankind. I congratulate both appropriations committees 
for their bipartisan approval of the~~ Peacekeeper Missile recommended 
by the Scowcroft Commission. I look forward to prompt approval of 
this vital program by the full House and Senate. It will be one 
of the most important arms control votes of the 98th Congress. 

The Scowcroft Commission demonstrated it could take 
on a complex issue and achieve bipartisan agreement. The question 
now is whether the Congress can also reach a consensus with a 
resolution and unity to strengthen our national security, reduce 
the risk of war, and, ultimately, achieve reductions of nuclear 
weapons. 

Another subject. The Senate will soon reconsider or 
consider -- no, reconsider is the proper word -- a budget resolution. 
Some say the congressional budget process is at stake. I say the 
stakes for the American people are greater. The real question is, 
do we keep our hard won economic recovery moving forward or do 
we stop recovery by reversing course? The answer for most Americans 
is clear. 

In January, I proposed a common sense budget to 
reduce deficits through defense cuts and a domestic spending freeze 
but with virtually no new taxes in 1984 or '85. The House and the 
Senate Budget Committee said no. They have voted to increase 
domestic spending and to raise the people's taxes by over a quarter 
of a trillion dollars. That's a $3,550 tax hike for a typical 
family over the next five years -- enough to pay for nearly nine 
months of grocery bills. 

I tried again supporting the so-called "Domenici 
Compromise" with less defense and more domestic spending than I 
really wanted and to no avail. It is time to draw the line and 
stand up 

MORE 
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for the people. I will not support a budget resolution that raises 
taxes while we are coming out of a recession. I will veto any tax 
bill that would do this. 

And I will veto spending bills that would rekindle the 
fires of inflation and high interest rates. The American people didn't 
send us to Washington to continue raising their taxes, spending .more 
on wasteful programs or weakening our defense. They sent us here to 
stop that, and that's what we're going to try to do. 

Now, Helen? 

Q Mr. President, in February 1981 you projected a 
balanced budget for 1984. And now you are -- according to your 
arithmetic, we will be $190 billion in debt, deficit for 1984. How 
will this affect your economic recovery program? And I would like 
to follow up. 

THE PRESIDENT: Helen, I think the· fact is in February 
of '81 we were speaking the tone of all of the economic advisors there 
are, and no one foresaw the falling off the cliff that took place 

0 

in July. We had been in a recession since 1979 in this country, and no 
one knew or believed that it was going to take that big dip that it took 
then and which many people referred to as a "separate recession." We 
altered, naturally, our estimates on that. We know that ~e are going 
to have to have a sizable deficit in '83 and in '84. But what we're U 
trying to do in our budget planning, and running into some objections, 
is set us on a path of decreasing deficits to where we can look down 
the road a few years and see ourselves approaching a balanced budget. 

This was what -- the '84 budget that I have mentioned 
here, my remarks, and that I submitted to the congress earlier this 
year for '84 -- was designed to do, to set us on that kind of a path. 
And I don't see -- of course, about 50 percent of the budget d·eficits 
we have ·to say are made up or are based on the recession.· And as we 
have recovery and begin to come out of this, that will have an effect 
also on the size of the deficits. 

Q Since you've drawn a line on tax increases and further 
defense cuts, where would you cut domestic spending, I mean to reduce 
the deficit further? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in the budget that I submitted, 
we called it sort of a freeze at the time. And what it was based, 
on was the 1983 budget, the present budget, plus four percent across 
the board for domestic spending. And this was on an est~mate that 
we could bring inflation down to a four percent figure. So it was 
going to be for '84, the '83 budget adjusted for inflation. Well, we 
have inflation down to less than four percent. And so if we adopted 
that budget, we would be giving a real increase, over and above 
inflation, of the '83 spending. Q 

And I don't think we've done badly in '83, and that's why 
I still think that it is 

MORE 

t' 



0 

- 3 -

a budget that should be considered because that budget would have 
set us and si;:.arted us on, the line of declining deficits. 

Jim? 

Q Mr. President, with the Syrians balking at 
joining the Middle East negotiations, how will you and Ambassador 
Habib manage to encourage them to take part in the withdrawal, 
and, really, what reason do you have to be optimistic that this 
will take place? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, for one thing, the Syrians 
are on record. They were invited by Lebanon to come in and 
help them in the troubles that were going on in Lebanon, and 
now Lebanon has said they're no longer needed and has invited 
them out. But, at the same time, the Syrians have repeatedly 
said that, when the other forces leave, when the Israelis leave 
and so forth, they, too, will leave Lebanon. Now, I grant you 
theyvre saying some different things today, but I al°so know that 
a number of their Arab allies are urging them to stick with their 
word and to leave when all forces are prepared to leave. And 
I can't believe that the Syrians want to find themselves alone, 0 separated from all of their Arab allies. 

Q Mr. President, to follow up on Jim'·s question, 
what specifically is the United States willing to do to encourage 
Syria to leave? For instance, is the United States willing to 
offer a negotiating role to the Soviets, if that would help, or 
willing to offer U.S. military and economic aid to the Syrians 
to encourage them to withdraw their troops from Lebanon? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that we'd make the 
kind of -- I think they should be able to see that they would 
have the same kind of relationship with us that other countries 
there in the Middle East have. I don't think that the negotiations 
should include inviting the Soviet Union into the Middle East. 
I don't see what reason they have to be there, and possibly there 
is pressure on the Syrians coming from the Soviets who now have 
several thousand of their military forces in there in addition 
to the missiles and so forth. 

George? 

Q .Mr. President, several recent episodes suggest --

THE PRESIDENT: I misnamed you. I'm sorry. 

Q Thank you, sir. Several recent episodes suggest 
that some administration officials are putting self-interest ahead 
of the public interest. I refer specifically to an Assistant 
Defense Secretary's promotion of a weapons system after receiving 
a $50,000 consultancy fee from that manufacturer of that weapons 
system, to an Assistant Commerce Secretary's recommending that 
government weather satellites be sold at the same time he was 
negotiating for a job with the company likely to acquire those 
satellites, and to the U.S. Information Agency's practice of 
giving high-paying jobs and choice assignments to children and 
friends of top administration officials. How do you feel about 
all this, sir? Is this acceptable practice in your administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think since every one of 
these things that you've mentioned as being corrected or the 
people themselves involved, simply because there might be a 
perception of wrongdoing, have offered their resignations 
I think it goes back to what has been 
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an attempt on the part of some to portray our administation as 
always being involved in this sort of thing; but I would like to 
cite that in almost all of the cases back·over these two years and 
several months, none of the allegations were ever proven and 
everything turned out all right. But then as time goes on, there's 
a tendency to refer back and it reminds me of a producer in Holly
wood once who refused to hire a director. And the picture that he 
refused to hire the director for turned out to be a failure. And 
the next time the director's name came up, the producer said, "No, 
he was associated with one of the worst failures I ever had." I 
think there's something of that tone that goes on with what has 
been -- what we've been doing. 

Now, the people that were hired by USIA, I think it 
is being well managed and I think there's been a vast improvement 
in that agency under its present direction. And the young people 
that were hired were hired because they were imminently well qual
ified for the jobs. And I think in many cases, like most of the 
people that we've appointed to government, they took those supposed 
high-paying jobs at something of a sacrifice in relation to what 
they could get out in the -- in civilian life. 

Q But, sir, didn't they have an entre that some-
one coming in off the street would not have in a similar situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, isn't almost anyone that you 
appoint to a position in government someone that you either know 
or you know through someone? Because how else do you find the 
kind of people that you want for the jobs? 

Nepotism, in my line, would be if the person in 
charge was handling -- or was hiring his own relatives. And there's 
been nothing of that kind going on. 

Yes, Jerry. 

Q Mr. President, your Big Four advisors have 
been at odds for some time on policy and tactical matters, the 
pragmatists versus the true believers~ And this, at times, has 
been something of a bitter feud. 

If the in-fighting is over in the White House staff, 
how did you end it? And if it's still going on, what are you going 
to do to bring peace into this house? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it isn't going on. And I think 
it was much more exaggerated, by way of leaks and so forth from 
others, than it really was. 

Now, I think any time when you have an administration 
and you have a number of people and you've got issues in which there 
are varieties of options and so forth, you're going to find times 
when some will be on one side of one option, some on the other. 
And I make the decisions and so sometimes some are losers and some 
are winners. But I don't think there's anything that can't be 
worked out and hasn't been worked out there among our top staff. 

Sam, I -- Yes. 

Q Mr. President, do you subscribe to the theory 
that large budget deficits in the range of $200 billion and such, 
as your '83 budget itself would project, will keep interest rates 
high, particularly long-term interest rates? And, if so, do you 
not feel that this is as great a threat to recovery as more taxes? 
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THE PRESIDENT: If interest rates were to go up, 
of course. But I do not see any sign of that. And they have 
come down considerably, as I have repeatedly said, to half of 
what they were just a short time ago -- and when we started. 
And I know that perceptions in the market-place can sometimes 
influence the people in the market-place. And we have to watch 
out for things of that kind. 

But all of the economic indicators are such that 
I see know reason why they should be going up. As a matter of 
fact, I think in the very near future, we are going to see a 
further drop in interest rates. 

Q Well, sir, may I follow up --

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q -- because you ment:ipned the word "perceptions?" 
Many people believe that, if you reappoint Paul Volcker as 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, this will steady the 
market and this will give confidence to Wall Street-. Will you 
reappoint Paul Volcker? 

THE PRESIDENT: Sam, as I have said before, we 
do not discuss the possible appointees that face us until the 
time comes. And when the time is right -- why-~ we will get 
together on that subject and decide what our course is going 
to be. 

Andrea? 

Q Mr. President, the situation in Poland seems 
to be getting worse, not. better. Can you explain, then, why 
you have decided to welcome the Soviets into long-term 
negotiations on grain, and why this should not be viewed as 
simply trying to attempt to curry favor with the farmers for 
1984? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I do not think it is that. 
And, as you know, I had always disc:1.greed with using grain as 
a single economic weapon back when it was imposed as .an 
embargo -- and lifted that embargo. All. that we have done is 
agreed to sit down with the Soviet Union to explore the idea 

·of a long-term agreement. And I think that there are a couple 
reasons for this. 

One of them -- it will., I think, restore something 
of what we lost with the embargo in the eyes of the world, 
restore us as being viewed as. a dependable provider. That is 
one thing. Another thing is that I think the benefit will 
accrue to us, certainly, as much as to them. And., if you want 
to look at it another way, this is a case in which the Soviet 
Union which has extended itself so far in building up its 
military buildup -- we are not offering any credit deals or 
anything of that kind. They are going to have to buy cash-on
the-barrelhead. And that is hard cash that they will have to 
come up with. 

Q Sir, can -- if I may follow up -- since it 
will result in more grain being exported to the Soviets, how 
do you justify that with our position, our pressure on the 
European Allies to restrict our trade, Western trade with the 
Eastern Bloc? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. The only conversations we have 
had -- and I think we have resolved them very well. There is 
peace among us with regard to East-West trade. And the only 
problems we had were subsidized credit and trade that was going on 
in which the Soviet Union was being allowed to purchase at below 
market value. And so this and -- just as this is different than the 
gas deal -- in that instance, our allies were making themselves 
dependent 
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on the Soviet Union and were providing cash badly needed by the 
Soviet Union. So, there's a little difference between buying and 
selling. 

Yes? Joe? 

Q Mr. President, over the weekend we learned that 
you had pardoned one of the Cuban-Americans who was convicted of 
participating in the Watergate burglary and then we learned you had 
turned down two other Watergate pardon,s. I would like to know why 
you took th0se actions. 

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't t~rn anyone down. I have 
received no recommendation from the Justice Department for other 
pardons. I did receive the recommendation for the one gentleman. 
He had never committed a crime of any kind before. He was not, 
in any way, a ringleader or a great activist in the deed performed. 
He served his sentence and since then has lived up to the letter of 
the law and been a very fine productive citizen and those are the 
terms for pardoning someone. So, we pardoned him. 

Bill? 

Q Mr. President, not long ago you expressed in 

u 

no uncertain terms your anger at the nation's bankers, or some of 
them, for what you termed "mi•sinformation" on the business of 
withholding. Now, it appears that the withholding will go through () 
the Senate as it went through the House today by a margin that's large 
enough to override a veto. You threatened to veto it before. Will 
you still? 

THE PRESIDENT: I'm not going to comment on that, Bill, 
because I understand that there is some talk of a something or other 
of a compromise in it and I'm going to wait and see what they come 
up with there on the Hill. 

Now, wait a minute .. Deborah. 

Q Mr. President, six weeks ago you said that there 
were serious grounds for questioning Soviet compliance with arms 
control agreements and that you might have more to say about that. 
And since then, the United States has confirmed that the Soviets 
have again tested the missile that has been raising U.S. concerns. 
With the talks resuming today with the Soviets on a new arms 
contrql agreement, don't the American people have a right to know 
if you believe the Soviets have violated past ones? 

THE PRESIDENT: It isn't so much as to whether we 
believe, it's a case of whether you have the evidence to. actually 
pin down an infraction. And you said they tested the weapon again. 
We even aren't sure that this is the same we~pon or that they're 
not testing two weapons. But with the information that we have, from 0 
our own trying to verify what is going on, yes, we have reason to V 
believe that very possibly they were in vic:>lation of the SALT 
agreement. And we have appealed to them for more facts, more 
information on the weapon they tested. So far, they have not 
provided that information to us. So, all we can tell you is that 
we have very great suspicion, but again you can't go to court without 
a case and without the solid evidence. And it's just too ·difficult 
and we don't have that. 

Yes, Candy? 

Q Mr. President, you recently received a report 
on education which stated that if an unfriendly foreign power had 
imposed on America the .mediocre educational performance which 
exists today, we might have viewed it as an act of war. In your 
'84 budget request, you ask for about $13.5 billion in federal 
funds for the Department of Education and over $235 billion for 
the Department of Defense. Isn't it time, in light of the report 
to reassess 
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0 your priorities? 

0 

0 

THE PRESIDENT: Not really, because, you see, education is 
not the prime responsibility of the federal qovernment, and the total budget 
for education in the United States is far greater than the defense budget. 
As a matter of fact, the f~de:i:-a'.l government actually provides less than ten 
percent of the cost of education through the Department of Education. 

And for that ten percent, one of the things· that's wrong 
with the school system, and if you want to talk to some local school board 
m8mbers many of them will confirm this, is that for the ten percent or less 
of funding, the federal government has wanted about 50 percent of a voice 
in dictating to the schools and running the schools. 

Now we've gone through a period -- a number of years, about 
ten years -- in which we went from $760 million federal aid to education to 
about $14.9 billion, and that's ·a 2000 percent increase. Arid it was during 
that period that the testing scores, the college testing, entrance tests 
and so forth began to decline so severely. Now, I. appointed a Commission 
to study and bring back a report on what we felt was a decline in education 
in our schools. 

They brought back a masterful report. And in that report 
there is very little suggestion for more money~ What they're·talking about 
can be corrected without money._ It takes some leadership. It takes some 
return to basics. It takes having students that now have to learn what 
they're supposed to learn in a class before they're moved on to the next 
class, just because they've come to the end of the year. And there's an 
awful lot of that goes on. 

It also takes required courses, in English, in the basics, 
in mathematics, in science, particularly in high school. And yet we've 
seen a time in which you can get credits toward graduation for cheerleading, 
in some of our schools. Or how would you like to graduate by getting 
straight A's in bachelor life'.f (Laughter) 

We think there is some common sense that is needed. And 
so we've proven that money -- throwing money at it isn.'t the answer. And 
the federal government can never match the funding of schools at the local 
and state level, where we've created the greatest public school system 
the world has ever seen, and then have let it deteriorate. And I t4ink you 
can make a case that it began to deteriorate when the federal govern~ent 
started interfering in education. 

Q If I could follow up, I realize that many of the things 
in the report could be done without further increases in funds, but that 
also recommended more school days, longer school hours, better qualified 
teachers. I think many public school systems would tell you they don't 
have ,·the money to do that. Where are they going to get it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't. know that so many of those 
things -- there would be some increase in money there, I.'m. quite sure. 
But again, how much is being wasted on some things that aren't. contributing 
to their education that could be transferred to that. And I. think that 
-- well, right now there are three -- Time M:agazine, just a few days ago 
had an article in there about three inner-city high sch;ools: one in the 
Bronx, 
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New York, one in Los Angeles, one in Austin, Texas. And just by Q 
changes from the principal's office down in leadership these 
schools have become what schools are supposed to be to the extent 
that students are leaving private schools to transfer to these 
public schools. And I want to implement as completely as possible 
that plan that was submitted to us by this commission that was 
investigating education. And it won't cost $11 billion, which 
a nameless gentleman has suggested he would advocate that we 
spend. (Laughter.) 

Lou. 

Q Mr. President, you've described the Sandinista 
regime as being oppressive and inimical to our interest in the 
Western -Hemisphere. Why don't we openly support those 7,000 
guerrillas that are in rebellion against it rather than giving 
aid through covert activity? 

THE PRESIDENT: Why, because we want to keep on 
obeying the laws of our country, which we are obeying. (Laughter.) 

Q Do you think that if the Sandinista government 
remains in power in Nicaragua that democracy and freedom can survive 
in Central America? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Lou, let me answer it this 
way: We have tried to negotiate. We have tried to talk and to 
relate on a bilateral basis with the Nicaraguan government, the 
Sandinista government. 

The only thing that -- objection that we have to them 
is they're not minding their own business. They are attempting 
to overthrow a duly-elected government in a neighboring country. 
They are supplying direction. They are supplying training. They're 
supplying arms and everything else that is needed to guerrillas 
that are trying to overthrow that government. 

All we've said to Nicaragua, and from the beginning, 
is, "Become a legitimate American state. Quit trying to subvert 
-your neighbors.· And we'll talk all kinds of relationship with you." 

But here is a country, a government, that was not 
elected, that then threw out part of its own revolutionary forces 
because they wanted legitimate democracy. And yet at the same 
time that it's complaining because those same forces -- those are 
not remnants of the Somoza government that they threw out of office. 
Those are some of their former allies. And all they want from them 
is _for that government to keep the promises it made to the Organiza
tion of American States, which were to have elections, to restore 
human rights, to observe all the democratic ·principles. 

0 

The -. Miskito Indians are also fighting because they Q 
were chased out of their villages, their villages burned, their 
crops were destroyed or confiscated by this revolutionary government 
and the Miskito Indians are fighting for their lives. But what 
we've said to them is, and will say again, if they'll just start 
minding their own business, they can get along with all the rest 
of us. 

Now, let me -- I get stuck over on that side here 
and.- seeing every.one 

Ralph. 

Q Mr. President, back to the Middle East. Now 
that Israel has signed its troop withdrawal agreement with Lebanon, 

MORE 
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do you intend to lift the embargo against the supply to Israel 
of F-16 aircraft? 

THE PRESIDENT: This is a matter now that must go 
to consultation between the State Department -- they handle 
that -- and the Congress, and that consultation is about to begin . 

..,i 

Yes, Bob Rowley. 

Q Mr. President, given the uncertainties about 
whether the withdrawal agreement in Lebanon will succeed, what 
are the prospects for getting our own U.S. Marines out of 
Lebanon, and is it likely that the number of American troops may, 
in fact, increase in the near future? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you have to remember what the 
multinational forces went in there for. The multinational forces 
are there to help the new government of Lebanon ·maintain order 
until it can organize its military and its police and assume control 
over its own borders and its own internal seaurity. So it could 
be that the multinational forces will be there for quite a period. 
And we have to remember eight years of Lebanon being totally 
divided with literally warlords and their own independent militias 
and so forth and that's the function and the purpose for them 0 being, for our multinational forces being there. 

0 

Q I'd just like to follow up. Do you see their 
number increasing in the near future? 

THE PRESIDENT:. I haven't seen any sign of that. 
This. would depend a lot on Lebanon and their needs and whether 
they could demonstrate needs for this. 

Q Mr. President, Louis Harris recently announced 
a survey he conducted for Atlantic Richfield found that almost 90 
percent of those who responded said that government should approve 
such things, for instance, as new toys for safety before they could 
be sold, and almost 70 percent said that government should bar 
T.V. ads that are misleading. And, overall, the poll showed that 
people want government to interpose itself in the marketplace, 
especially in the area, of consumer product safety. And, in light 
of your oft said assertion that Americans think themselves over
regulated, what do you make of Mr. Harris' poll? 

THE PRESIDENT: It's a case, also, of which government 
level is the best one to do this and whether this requires a 
gigantic federal bureaucracy. When I was Governor of California 
we had,. we did that at the state level and very effectively.· And 
there are also private sector things -- Better Business Bureaus that 
do much the same. ·thing. But I have to -- a_s- you know, I'm a .;Johnny 
one-note on this. A lot of things that are suggested by the 
federal government I want to make sure that they aren't the 
legitimate function of another level of government and that they 
can't be better done by another level of government. 

Jerry? 

Q There have been some recent r~ports, Mr. 
President, raising the possibility that you might abandon black 
voters in the event that you ·seek re-?eiecf:±or:i.. Of course, that's 
been denied by some officials in the White House. Even so, 
considering the backlash to your administration policies in such 
areas as the budget and civil rights, how do you see your chances 
with black voters in the event you .seek to run again? 

THE PRESIDENT: Jerry, I'd have perfect confidence in 
our chances with black voters in America if we could get the truth 
to them. I know 

MORE 
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that, again, that word "perception" has been carried on, and what 
the perception is. First of all, you are hearing another official 
from the White House telling you that, no, we are not casting any 
voters aside. And, yes, I do think we have a lot to offer. 

Now, among the perceptions that somehow our budget cuts 
have affected the black community more than any other -- in our 
social -- or changes in social programs, all we have done is remove 
from the rolls people that we believe are at an income level that is 
above what is required for them to be getting some benefits at the 
cost -- or a-:t the expense of their fellow taxpay.ers. We have 
increased our ability to help those truly at the lower earning 
end. And the very fact of what we have been able to do with 
inflation -- a ·famil:(' that. had $10,000 in 1979 and 1980 ~ if we had 
left the inflation rate where it was then, that $10,000-a-year 
family would only have $7,900 in purchasing power. And that is like 
cutting their income by $2,100. 

I think that -- and as to -- you mentioned about civil 
rights -- we are enforcing civil, rights at a record level with regard 
to the charges made for criminal violation of civil rights. The same 
is true of our ability -- the money that we have regained in wage 
disputes for people that have been denied their fair wages. We are 
setting a record in that. We are out ahead of what has been done in 
the past in any number of those items. We have conducted some 21,000 
inquiries into voting -- what we think are suspected voting violations. 
And as you know, we have extended the Voting Rights Act for a longer 

0 

period than has ever. been done in history. U 
What I think is that a pretty good hatchet job has 

been done on us. And a great many people sincerely and honestly believe 
something that just is not true. And my belief has always been, and 
long before I ever got here, that wherever in this land any individual's 
Constitutional rights are being unjustly denied, it is the obligation 
of the federal government a point of bayonnet if· necessary to restore 
that individual I s Cons ti tut ion.al rights. 

Q If I can follow up, Mr. President -- that statement 
and some others you have made recently have the markings of a 
candidate who, indeed, will run for re-election. (Laughter.) 

Q (Laughter.) That's right. 

Q Are you trying to tell us something? Or are we 
misreading you? 

THE PRESIDENT: Jerry, you are misreading to thi.s 
extent-; that is a decision that is not going to be made ye_t. But 
I think it would stand to reason that, if the answer were no for me, 
that Republicans would still be under the cloud t.hat I have just 
described. And I think that I would be very vocal in a campaign 
on behalf -- well, I intend right now to support congressional 
candidates, senatorial candidates to the best of my ability and 
gubernatorial candidates. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: All right, Helen. 

END 8:35 P.M. EDT 

0 



9Jb~eJ-Q2[_ 0/cx; I& 
DRAFT/Date SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: ~ ~ 
RR 1 --------c-----1 

(Drafter) 
______ / 

(Rev. I) 
Enclosures: 

AVH/ 

Dear 

(Rev . II) 

ROBO TO ANSWER COMPLAINT MAIL RE RR'S SPEECH AT SETON HALL U. AND THE COMMISSION's 

REPORT TO LENGTH HOURS OF STUDY 

On behalf o f President Reagan, I would like to thank you (and your students) for 

taking the time to share your thoughts with him about your particular school. Since 

receivi ng recomendations from the National Commission on Excellence in Education, 

the President has hea~d from hundreds of teachers and their students, many of whom 

invite t he President to visit their schoo ls. While the President would like to 

meet each and everyone of you, he has had to settle for visiting schools on a sele ct 
~I 

basis according to his schedule. Those visits, have confirmed the President's kh-rtr 

belief that wm±e there are thousands of outstanding schools and thousands of aeaicate d 
/;tr", 

teachers, s t udents , and school administ~ators.s we must not look at ourselves BR■xsx~x 

as a nation and see no room for improvement. 

Unfortunately, the facts show that indeed there is alot of room for improvement and 

the President be lieves that those same dedicated teachers and administrators recognize 

this. Since 1963, Scholastic Aptitude Test scores have demonstrated a virtually 

unbroken dec line. Thirty-five of our states require only one year o f math for a high 

school diploma, and 36 require only one ye ar of science . When compared to students 

in otb c industrialized nations, we've begun to realize that many of ours place badly. 

Sadly, it's been est imated that half o f our country's gifte d young people are not 

performing up to their full potential. 
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are those who attribute the problems we face nationally regarding education to 

.. 
lack of money. In spite of all the stories you may have been baring _about spending 

cutbacks, total expenditures in the nation's public schools this year, according to the 

National Education Association, are expected to reach $116.9 billion. That is up 

seven percent from last year and more than double what it was just ten years ago. It 

would appear that if money was tm eanswer, the problem would have been shrinking rather 

than growing for tm elast ten years. We spend more money per child for education than 

any other country in the world. The answer is not more money, but good leadership, 

dedication from well=trained teachers, discipline, homework, testing and efficient 

use of time. The best way to encourage these attributes is by rewarding excellence 

to those same principals, administrators and teachers. Teachers hsould be paid 

and promoted on the basis of their merit and competence. 

We can also encourage excellence by encouraging parental choice. That is exactly 

what we're trying to do through our programs of tuition tax credits,~and vouchers. We 

are allowing individual parents to choose the kinds of schools they know through the 

free and vigorous competition of ideas. Presiaent Reagan believes that the principles 

of intellectual freedom and innovation, for indiJidual families, through the vouchers 

and tuition tax credits as well as for individual public shcool systems through 

block grants that come without the red tape of government regulations from Washington 

attached can help to restore the overall picture of education in America. 

~s President Reagan~ look at the facts and the overall state of education in our 

country. He is proud of the individual teachers, parents and stud~~ts.who are working 
Pr~ffAt'!.-- 61,,;rt~iJ.·i'2;~ V\e {oeli~ Su---,L, -1,.ll...)l ~ ~l 4{f 

daily to ~ovi-se ~-~ for tomorrow. But -.r- IM!t8't. recognize problems when we 

'J J,. I\~ ~ ~"\.l'\.C,Uc;.,J:I.J-C- 'id~,. 
see them, and those problems must be addressed'--11"r' 1 

With the best wishes of tm ePresident, 

r; ~-..-.,-..--.1 "I'" 
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There are t hose who attribute t he problems we face nationally regarding education to 

lack o f money . I n spite of a ll the stori es you may have been m aring about spending 

cutbacks, tota l expenditure s in the na t ion's publ i c schools this year, according to the 

National Education Association, a r e expected to reach $116. 9 billion. That is up 

seven percent from last year and more than double what it was j ust ten ye ars ago. It 

would appear that if money was tm Eanswer, t he problem would have been shrinking r ather 

than growing for tm Elast ten years. We spend mor e money per child for education than 

any other country in the world. The answer .is not more money, but good leadership, 

dedication from wel l =tra.ined teachers, di scipline , homework, testing and e fficien t 

use of time. The best way to encourage these attribute s is by r ewarding exce lle nce 

to those same principals, administrators and teachers. Teachers hsould be paid 

and promoted on t he basis of their merit and competence. 

We can also encourage excellence by encouraging par ent al choice . That is exact l y 

what we' re trying to do through our programs of tui t ion t ax credi ts,'.and vouchers. We 

are allowing individual parents t o choose the kinds of school s they know through the 

f r ee and vigorous competition of ideas. Presiaent Re agan believes that the princip les 

of intellectual freedom and innovat ion, fo r individual famil ies , through the vouchers 

and tuition tax credits as well as for individua l public shcool systems through 

block grants that come without the red t ape of government regulations from Washington 

attached can help to restore the overall picture of education in America. 

President Reaga~t look at the facts and the overall state of e ducation in our 

country. He i s proud of t he indi vidua l t eachers , parents and students who are working 
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daily to pn,v-:i-de IH-re".~ for tomorrow. But ...-~ recognize problems when we 

• 'J & e-_) £A...~d ~"'--l"\.CJU~1\.J<c.- \d,-ea$. ~ 
see them, and those problems must be addressed4.}1~...vl " 

With the best wishes of tlD. EPresident , 

"'incerely, 




