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YAI78A . (ENV)
RE: POW-MIAs - CONCERN FOR ‘

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-~ March 20, 1986 (XXXY78A)

Dear Mr. Ortega:

On behalf of President Reagan, | want to thank you for your
message. The President receives many letters from young people
asking him about what our government is doing about the issue of
our men missing in action from the conflict in Southeast Asia.

The President is deeply concerned about this issue and he has

directed his Administration to attempt to resolve it. We have

high-level negotiations underway with the governments of both
Vietnam and Laos, and just last year the remains of over fifty of
our men were returned. The Vietnamese recently pledged to our
negotiators that they would try to resolve this issue within two
years. QOur greatest concern is the possibility that some of these
men could still be held alive. We thoroughly investigate every
report received, but we have not been able to prove that any
Americans are still held captive. | can assure you there is no
cover-up of this issue. The information is scrutinized by many
people in the Executive branch and the Congress. We also share
much of this information with the families of our missing men.

I hope that this responds to your concerns and reassures you
that President Reagan and his Administration are working hard
on this important subject.

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President

and Director of Correspondence

(3/20/86)

Mr. Michael Ortega

Evening Supervisor

Correspondence Analysis Section

Room 60

Old Executive Office Building -
Washington, DC 20500

RR/NSC-Childress/CGM/CAD
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March 17, 1986
AVHY78A ( POW-mMjAs - Cvnesnn )
On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your
message. The President receives many letters from young
people asking him about what our government is doing about
the issue of our men missing in action from the conflict in

Southeast Asia.

The President is deeply concerned about this issue and he
has directed his Administration to attempt to resolve it.

We have high~level negotiations underway with the govern-
ments of both Vietnam and Laos, and just last year the
remains of over fifty of our men were returned. The Viet-
namese recently pledged to our negotiators that they would
try to resolve this issue within two years. Our greatest
concern is the possibility that some of these men could
still be held alive. We thoroughly investigate every report
received, but we have not been able to prove that any Amer-
icans are still held captive. I can assure you there is no
cover=up of this issue. The information is scrutinized by
many people in the Executive branch and the Congress. We
also share much of this information with the families of our
missing men.

I hope that this responds to your c;ncerns and reassures you

that President Reagan and his Administration are working

hard on this important subject.









Dear Johanna:
Thank you for your letter to the President concerning the issues

of our men missing in action from the Vietmam—Wpr and Amerasian
N

children,
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The President is deeply concerned about both issues and_directed
Adrlini s edinmms “Theoy
S to attempt to resolve them. The¥ are problems

RAC
left from the Vietnam War which we are making progress in

hi
solving.

We have high-level negotiations with both the governments of
Vietnam and Laos on the missing in action issue,and just last
yeartf;Le remains of over fifty of our men were returned. The
Vietnamese recently pledged to our negotiators that they would
try to resolve this issue within two years. Our greatest
concern is the possibility that some of these men could still be
held alive. We investigate thoroughly every report received,
but have not been able to prove Americans are still held captive.
I can assure you there is no cover-up of this issue. The

AACATH s, -
information is }eeke%rat by many people in the Executive Btanch

and the Congress. We also share much of the information with

the families of our missing men.
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The issue of Amerasian childrén is also of deep concern to us.

We have already negotiated with the other governments concerned
Haer. .

for the return of thousands of the children to the United

States. We will continue our efforts to help these children

find a happy life in this country.

I hope this answers your questions and reassures you that
A &M A st a
President Reagan and his geue;n%?aﬁ are working hard on these

issues which concern you.

Sincerely,

4§QLJTP&°3)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: /o?,_/?/?r

FROM: CONNIE MACKEY
Presidential Correspondence -
Children’s Unit
Room 435, Extension 7734 or 7735
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) March 17, 1986
AVHY78 (PSLa-m/iAs £ fwsncaniim Chdbior— )
On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your
message. The President receives many letters from young
people asking him about what our government is doing about
the issue of our men missing in action from the conflict in

Southeast Asia. Many young people also ask about the status

of Amerasian children.

The President is deeply concerned about both of these issues
and he has directed his Administration to attempt to resolve
them. These are problems left from the Vietnam era which we

are making progress in solving.

We have high-level negotiations underway with the govern-
ments of both Vietnam and Laos on the missing in action
issue, and just last year the remains of over fifty of our
men were returned. The Vietnamese recently pledged to our
negotiators that they would try to resolve this issue within
two years. Our greatest concern is the possibility that
some of these men could still be held alive. We thoroughly
investigate every report received, but we have not been able
to prove that any Americans are still held captive. I can
assure you there is no cover-up of this issue. The infor-
mation is scrutinized by many people in the Executive branch
and the Congress. We also share much of this information

with the families of our missing men.



The issue of Amerasian children is also of deep concern to
us. We have already negotiated with the other governments
concerned for the return of thousands of these children to
the United States. We will continue our efforts to help

these children find a happy life in this country.

I hope this answers your questions and reassures you that
President Reagan and his Administration are working hard on

these issues which concern you.





