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V{/ ~ <10 C Re(',) 
J:.M.r-4'8G 
RE: Hunger/ Homeless ness in the U. S. 

Dear Mr . Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

~WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1986 (XXXY80) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 
concern shown by our young people for the less fortunate both at 
home and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system makes so many good things possible. It permits us to 
keep our comm itment to help those in foreign lands who suffer 
great poverty without detriment to the less fortunate in our own 
country. Likewise, we are able through efficient programs to 
maintain a strong defense for our nation without jeopardizing 
programs that exist to assist the poor . As families take care of 
their own, government must prov ide shelter and nourishment for 
those who cannot provide for themselves . The President does 
believe, however, that we must revise or replace programs 
enacted in the name of compassion that degrade the moral worth 
of work, encourage fam i ly breakups, and drive entire 
communities into a bleak and heartless dependency. 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens i n our 
nation have the responsibility to prov ide hope and help to 
others. In the past few years, we 've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill. Last year alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests and foundations gave nearly $80 billion to 
good causes and 89 million Americans perform volunteer work 
every year. 

Unfortunately, every society has its poor and homeless. But no 
country can match the goodness of the American people who will 
always reach out to those who are unable to provide adequately 
for themselves. You may be certain that this Administration has 
the interests of these Americans in mind and is doing everything 
in its power to help them meet their immediate needs and to find 
long-term solutions to the problems they face. 

In his radio address to the nation on May 24, the President 
described in more detail his Administration's efforts to combat 
hunger and homelessness. A transcript of his radio talk is 
enclosed for you. 

7/22/86 

(ENV) 
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There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual whom you might see or 
know about. Your letter shows how much you ca re, and the 
President is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

(7/22/86 ) 

Enclosure: 5/ 24/ 86 Radio Address to the Nation 
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Dear Mr . Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 2, 1987 (XXXY80) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 
concern of our young people for the less fortunate both at home 
and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system makes so many good things possible . It prov ides so much 
abundance that we are able to help those in foreign lands who 
suffer great poverty, without detriment to th.e less fortunate in 
our own country. Likewise, we are able th rough efficient 
programs to maintain a strong defense for our nation, without 
jeopardizing programs that assist the poor. As families take care 
of their own, government must encourage the provision of shelter 
and nourishment for those who cannot provide for themselves. 
The President believes, however, that we must revise or replace 
programs , enacted in the name of compassion, that degrade the 
moral worth of work, encourage family breakups, and drive 
individuals into lives of bleak dependency. 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens in our 
nation have the responsibi I ity to provide hope and help to 
others . In the past few yea rs, we 've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill . Last year alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests and foundations gave more than $87 .2 
billion to good causes -- a 9 percent rise over 1985 -- and an 
estimated 89 million Americans perform volunteer work every 
year. 

Unfortunately, no nation has been able to solve completely the 
problems of poverty and homelessness, and our country is no 
exception. But we can be heartened by the steady progress we 

e ma ing ~Jthe plight of those i n need. The U.S . Census 
Bureau has reported that the national poverty rate dropped for 
the third year in a row in 1986. The 1.6 percentage point drop 
over the last three years is the largest sustained improvement 
since 1970. In addition, median family income rose in 1986 -- the 
fourth straight year of increase . The President has asked the 
Congress to approve a series of welfare reform ideas designed to 
help people on public assistance acquire self-esteem and 
marketable job skills . In addition, the Administration continues 
to work on effective policies to ass ist the homeless and to address 
the root causes of homelessness. Most recently, President 
Reagan signed into law the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act , which establishes a temporary program for 
emergency assistance in food and shelter. 
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Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 
provide adequately for themselves. You may be certain that this 
Administration has the interests of these Americans in mind and 
is doing everything in its power to help them meet their 
immediate needs and to find long-term solutions to the problems 
they face. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual of whom you are 
aware. Your letter shows how much you care, and President 
Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

a___~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 



---

eginning of 4th para 

Un~ rtunately, no nation has been able to 
solve completely the problems of poverty 
aoohomelessness, and our country is no 
e~tion. But we can be heartened by the 
steady progress we are making to ease the 
plight of those in need. 



Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 26, 1987 (XXXY80) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 

J\,,, concern s~ our young people for the less fortunate both at 
~0 home andabroad: 

~ 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system makes so many good things possible. It provides so much 

;ibundance that we are able to help those in foreign lands who 
./ suffer great poverty:, without detriment to the less fortunate in 

our own country. Likewise, we a re able th rough efficient 
programs to maintain a strong defense for our nation;, without 
jeopardizing programs that assist the poor. As families take care 
of their own, government must encourage the provision of shelter 
and nourishment ,;to those who can not provide for themselves. 
The President believes, however, that we must revise or replace 
programs.., enacted in the name of compassion;, that degrade the 
moral worth of work, encourage family breakups, and drive 
individuals into lives of bleak ~nd hee1rtl W dependency. 1 

t--c.,.,v , -.{/.-(l. > ,(. 1 ' -a 
In addition to the role of government, individual citizens in our 
nation have the responsibility to provide hope and help to 
others. In the past few yea rs, we've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill . Last year alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests and foundations gave more than $87 .2 
billion to good causes -- a 9 percent rise over 1985 -- and an 
estimated 89 million Americans perform volunteer work every 
year. 

(Unfortunately, ev-ery society has its poor a-ne-h.omeJ.e.ss. But 
--1._y·rogress is being made toward easm-g-t~ plight_. The U.S. 

Census Bureau has reported that the national poverty rate 
dropped for the third year in a row in 1986. The 1.6 percentage 
point drop over the last three years is the largest sustained 
improvement since 1970. In addition, median family income rose 
in 1986 -- the fourth straight year of increase. The President 
has asked the Congress to approve a series of welfare reform 
ideas designed to help people on public assistance acquire self­
esteem and marketable job skills. In addition, the Administration 
continues to work on effective policies to assist the homeless and 
to address the root causes of homelessness. Most recently, 
President Reagan signed into law the Stewart B. McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Act, which establishes a temporary program 
for emergency assistance in food and shelter. 



2 

Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 
provide adequately for themselves. You may be certain that this 
Administration has the interests of these Americans in mind and 
is doing everything in its power to help them meet their 
immediate needs and to find long-term solutions to the problems 
they face. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual of whom you are 
aware. Your letter shows how much you care, and President 
Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

a---e-~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 



-
I 



Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 3, 1987 (XXXY80) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 
concern of our young people for the less fortunate both at home 
and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system makes so many good things possible. It provides so much 
abundance that we are able to help those in foreign lands who 
suffer great poverty, without detriment to the less fortunate in 
our own country. Likewise, we are able th rough efficient 
programs to maintain a strong defense for our nation, without 
jeopardizing programs that assist the poor . As families take care 
of their own, government must encourage the provision of shelter 
and nourishment for those who can not provide for themselves. 
The President believes, however, that we must revise or replace 
programs, enacted in the name of compassion, that degrade the 
moral worth of work, encourage family breakups, and drive 
individuals into lives of bleak dependency. 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens in our 
nation have the responsibility to provide hope and help to 
others. In the past few years, we 've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill. Last year alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests and foundations gave more than $87 .2 
billion to good causes -- a 9 percent rise over 1985 -- and an 
estimated 89 million Americans perform volunteer work every 
year. 

Unfortunately, no nation has been able to solve completely the 
problems of poverty and homelessness, and our country is no 
exception . But we can be heartened by the steady progress we 
are making toward easing the plight of those in need. The U.S. 
Census Bureau has reported that the national poverty rate 
dropped for the third year in a row in 1986. The 1.6 percentage 
point drop over the last three years is the largest sustained 
improvement since 1970. In addition, median family income rose 
in 1986 -- the fourth straight year of increase. The President 
has asked the Congress to approve a series of welfare reform 
ideas designed to help people on public assistance acquire self­
esteem and marketable job skills. In addition, the Administration 
continues to work on effective policies to assist the homeless and 
to address the root causes of homelessness. Most recently, 
President Reagan signed into law the Stewart B . McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Act, which establishes a temporary program 
for emergency assistance in food and shelter. 
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Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 
provide adequately for themselves. You may be certain that this 
Administration has the interests of these Americans in mind and 
is doing everything in its power to help them meet their 
immediate needs and to find long-term solutions to the problems 
they face. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual of whom you are 
aware. Your letter shows how much you care, and President 
Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President ' s best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

a___~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 



AVH-Y80 
RE: Hunger/Homeles sness in the U.S. 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1986 (XXXY80) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 
concern shown by our young people for the less fortunate both at 
home and abroad . 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system makes so many good things possible. It permits us to 
keep our commitment to help those in foreign lands who suffer 
great poverty without detriment to the less fortunate in our own 
country. Likewise, we a re able th rough efficient programs to 
maintain a strong defense for our nation without jeopardizing 
programs that exist to assist the poor. As families take care of 
their own, government must provide shelter and nourishment for 
those who cannot provide for themselves . The President does 
believe, however, that we must revise or replace programs 
enacted in the name of compassion that degrade the moral worth 
of work, encourage family breakups, and drive entire 
communities into a bleak and heartless dependency . 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens in our 
nation have the responsibility to provide hope and help to 
others. In the past few years, we've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill. Last year alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests and foundat ions gave nearly $80 billion to 
good causes and 89 million Americans perform volunteer work 
every year . 

Unfortunately, every society has its poor and homeless. But no 
country can match the goodness of the American people who will 
always reach out to those who a re unable to provide adequately 
for themselves. You may be certain that this Administration has 
the interests of these Americans in mind and is doing everything 
in its power to help them meet their immediate needs and to find 
long-term solutions to the problems they face. 

In his radio address to the nation on May 24, the President 
described in more detail his Administration's efforts to combat 
hunger and homelessness. A transcript of his radio talk is 
enclosed for you. 

7/22/86 

(ENV) 
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There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual whom you might see or 
know about . Your letter shows how much you care, and the 
President is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

a___~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

(7/22/86 ) 

Enclosure: 5/ 24/ 86 Radio Address to the Nation 

AVH/ CGM/ CAD/OPD/ AVH 
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AVHY80 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1986 

P<J•rcG.M; c-o I rt-, 
~ -Z oPD 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 

writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 

concern shown by our young people for the less fortunate 

both at home and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enter-

prise system makes so many good things possible. It permits 

us to keep our commitment to help those in foreign lands who 

suffer great poverty without detriment to the less fortunate 

in our own country. Likewise, we are able through efficient 

programs to maintain a strong defense for our nation without 

jeopardizing programs that exist to assist the poor. As 

families take care of their own, gov ernment must provide 

shelter and nourishment for those who cannot provide for 

themselves. The President does believe, however, that we 

must revise or replace programs enacted in the name of 

compassion that degrade the moral worth of work, encourage 

family breakups, and drive entire communities into a bleak 

and heartless dependency. 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens 

in our nation have the responsibility to provide hope and 

help to others. In the past few years, we've seen an out-

pouring of private charity and goodwill. Last year alone, 

individuals, corporations, bequests and foundations gave 



nearly $80 billion to good causes and 89 million Americans 

perform volunteer work every year. 

Unfortunately, every society has its poor and homeless. But 

no country can match the goodness of the American people who 

will always reach out to those who are unable to provide 

adequately for themselves. You may be certain that this 

Administration has the interests of these Americans in mind 

and is doing everything in its power to help them meet their 

immediate needs and to find long-term solutions to the 

problems they face. 

In his radio address to the nation on May 24, the President 

described in more detail his Administration's efforts to 

combat hunger and homelessness. A transcript of his radio 

talk is enclosed for you. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 

reaching out to even one needy individual that you might see 

or know about. Your letter shows how much you care, and the 

President is confident that you can be counted on to do your 

best to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 



YA- 80 ( 6th Rev . ) 
RE : Hunge r /Homel essness i n the United State s 

THE WHITE HOl,)$E 
, ' 

'jl/ASH I N(;TON 

November 15, 1988 (XXXY80) 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

On behalf of President Reagan , I would like to thank you for 
writing to him . The President is always encouraged by the 
conce r n of our young peop le for the less fortunate both at home 
and abroad. 

We are trul y blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system provides so much abundance that we are able to help 
needy people in foreign lands , w ithout hurting the less fortunate 
in our own country. Likewise , we are able to ma intain a strong 
national defense, without harming programs that assist the poor. 
As families take care of their own, government must encourage 
the provision of shelter and nourishment for those who, through 
no fau It of their own , cannot provide for themselves. The 
President believes, however , that we must reform or replace 
programs, enacted in the name of compassion, that degrade the 
moral worth of work, encourage family breakups, and promote 
dependency . 

Individual citizens in our nation have always taken the lead in 
providing hope and help to others . In recent yea rs, we 've seen 
an outpouring of private char ity and goodwill . In 1987 alone, 
individuals , corporations , bequests , and foundations gave nearly 
$93 . 7 billion to ~ood causes -- more than the combined annual 
profits of the 'Fortune 500" largest companies in the United 
States . In addition, " in-kind " g ifts and volunteer se r vices were 
at an all-time high . 

Unfortunately , no nation has been able to solve completely the 
problems of poverty and homelessness, and our country is no 
exception. But we can be heartened by the steady progress we 
are making. The U.S. poverty rate has declined every year 
s.ince 1983. Although it is still too high , the 1. 7 percentage point 
drop over those four years is the largest sustained improvement 
since 1971. In addition, at the President ' s urging, Congress 
approved a tax reform bill in 1986 that, among other 
achievements , erased Federal income taxes for several million 
low-income Americans. 

Finafly, President Reagan has worked with the Congress on a 
series of welfare reform ideas designed to help people on public 
assistance acquire self-esteem and marketable job skills. The 
President was pleased to sign into law in October a landmark 
welfare reform bill called the " Family Support Act of 1988. " The 
President also signed, on November 7 , a bill authorizing the 
spending of more than $1.3 bill ion over the next two fiscal years 

(ENV) 
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to assist the homeless. This measure ensures that the Federal 
Government, directly and th rough cooperation with State and 
local governments and the private sector , can address effectively 
the plight of people who do not have shelter. 

Amer icans ha'.'e always reached out to those who are unable to 
prov ide adequately for themselves. Y ou may be certain that this 
Administration is doing every thing i n its power to help the poor 
meet their immediate needs and to f i nd long-term so lutions to the 
problems they face. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy ind ividual of whom you are 
aware. Your letter shows how much you care , and President 
Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President ' s best wishes , 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Spec ial Assistant to the President 
and Di recto r of Correspondence 

(11/15/88) 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Sect ion 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CAD 



AVHY80. 881110 (<1.AA; .') 

On behalf of President Reagan, ~ woyid like to thank you for 

writing to him. The Pres~dent is always encouraged by the 

concern of our young people , for the less fortunate both at 

home and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enter­

prise system provides so much abundance that we are able to 

help needy people in foreign lands, without hurting the less 

fortunate in our own country. Likewise, we are able to 

maintain a strong national defense, without harming programs 

that assist the poor. As families take care of their own, 

government must encourage the provision of shelter and 

nourishment for those who, through no fault of their own, 

cannot provide for themselves. The President believes, 

however, that we must reform or replace programs, enacted in 

the name of compassion, that degrade the moral worth of 

work, encourage family breakups, and promote dependency. 

Individual citizens in our nation have always taken the lead 

in providing hope and help to others. In recent years, 

we've seen an outpouring of private charity and goodwill. 

In 1987 alone, individuals, corporations, bequests, and 

foundations gave nearly $93.7 billion to good causes -- more 

than the combined annual profits of the "Fortune 500" larg­

est companies in the United States. In addition, "in-kind" 

gifts and volunteer services were at an all-time high. 



Unfortunately, no nation has been able to solve completely 

the problems of poverty and homelessness, and our country is 

no exception. But we can be he ~rten ed by the steady prog-
> 

ress we are making. The U.S. poverty rate has declined 

every year since 1983. Altnough it is still too high, the 

1.7 percentage point drop over those four years is the 

largest sustained improvement since 1971. In addition, at 

the President's urging, Congress approved a tax reform bill 

in 1986 that, among other achievements, erased Federal 

income taxes for several million low-income Americans. 

Finally, President Reagan has worked with the Congress on a 

series of welfare reform ideas designed to help people on 

public assistance acquire self-esteem and marketable job 

skills. The President was pleased to sign into law in 

October a landmark welfare reform bill called the "Family 

Support Act of 1988." The President also signed, on Novem­

ber 7, a bill authorizing the spending of more than $1.3 

billion over the next two fiscal years to assist the home­

less. This measure ensures that the Federal Government, 

directly and through cooperation with State and local 

governments and the private sector, can address effectively 

the plight of people who do not have shelter. 

Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 

provide adequately for themselves. You may be certain that 

this Administration is doing everything in its power to help 



the poor meet their immediate needs and to find long-term 

solutions to the problems they face. 

There is much you can do ln your own community by personally 

reaching out to even one ne~dy individual of whom you are 

aware. Your letter shows how much you care, and President 

Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your 

best to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the~Preas Secretary 
(San Diego, California) 

For Immediate Release November 7, 1988 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I have today signed H.R. 4352, an Act "to amend the 
Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act to extend programs 
providing urgently needed assistance for the homeless, and for 
other purposes." The legislation authorizes appropriations of 
$G33.8 million for Fiscal Year 1989 and $675.8 million for 
Fiscal Year 1990 for programs to assist homeless Americans. 
It ensures that the Federal Government, directly and through 
cooperative efforts with State and local governments and the 
private sector, can address effectively the plight of those 
who do not have shelter. 

The funds authorized by the Act support a number of major 
Federal programs to assist the homeless. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency's Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program funds the work of nonprofit organizations and local 
governments in providing shelter, food, and supportive 
services for the homeless. The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development's Emergency Shelter Grants Program provides 
funds to State and local governments for renovation of 
buildings for use as emergency shelters and for shelter 
operation. The Department's Supportive Housing Demonstration 
Program of grants for development of innovative approaches to 
providing transitional housing for homeless families with 
children and persons with physical or mental disabilities also 
will continue. 

The Act authorizes funds for a program of particular 
importance that serves both the medical needs of the homeless 
and the national objective of a drug-free America -- the 
Department of Health and Human Services' Primary Health and 
Substance Abuse Services Program of grants to public or 
private nonprofit organizations for health and substance abuse 
services for the homeless. 

The Act expands the scope of the path-breaking Job 
Training Partnership Act in which the private and public 
sectors cooperate to assist ind~viduals in developing 
marketable skills that bring economic independence. This 
expansion of the Job Training Partnership Act should be 
administered ·in coordination with the work arrangements of the 
Family Support Act of 1988 that I signed last month. 

Those provisions in this Act that purport to require the 
heads of departments and agencies to submit legislation or 
recommendations to the Congress must be implemented in a 
manner consistent with the constitutional authority and duty 
of the President to recommend to the Congress from time to 
time "such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient." Also, ensuring orderly and effective 
representation of t~e interests of the United States in the 
courts will require implemeni:ation of section 1045 of the Act, 
which relates to legal representation for the Secretary of 
Agriculture, in a manner consistent with the authorities and 
duties of the Attorney General. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
November 7, 1988. 

RONALD REAGAN 

# # # 



YA-80 (5th Rev.) 
RE: Hunger/Homelessness in the United States 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

(LABEL) 

July 14, 1988 (XXXY80) 

Dear Mr. Ortega : 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 
writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 
concern of our young people for the less fortunate both at home 
and abroad . 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free enterprise 
system provides so much abundance that we are able to help 
those in foreign lands who suffer great poverty, without 
detriment to the less fortunate in our own country. Likewise, we 
are able to maintain a strong and efficient defense for our nation, 
without jeopardizing programs that assist the poor . As families 
take ca re of their own, government must encourage the provision 
of shelter and nourishment fo r those who cannot provide for 
themselves . The President believes , however, that we must 
revise or replace programs, enacted in the name of compassion, 
that degrade the moral worth of work, encourage family 
breakups, and promote a bleak dependency . 

In addition to the role of gov ernment, individual citizens in our 
nation have the responsibility to provide hope and help to 
others. In the past few yea rs, we've seen an outpouring of 
private charity and goodwill . In 1987 alone, individuals, 
corporations, bequests , and foundat ions gave nearly $93. 7 billion 
to good causes -- more than the combined annual profits of the 
" Fortune 500" largest companies in the United States . In 
addition , " in-kind " gifts and volunteer services were at an all­
time high. 

Unfortunately , no nation has been able to solve completely the 
problems of poverty and homelessness , and our country is no 
exception. But we can be heartened by the steady progress we 
are making . The U.S. poverty rate dropped for the third year 
in a row in 1986 . The 1.6 percentage point drop over those 
three years is the largest sustained improvement since 1970 . In 
addit ion, at the President's urging, Congress approved a tax 
reform bill in 1986 that, among other ach ievements , erases 
Federal i ncome taxes for several million low-income Americans. 

Finally, President Reagan has asked the Congress to approve a 
series of welfare reform ideas designed to help people on public 
assistance acquire self-esteem and marketable job skills. The 
Administration continues to work on effective policies to assist 
the homeless and to address the root causes of homelessness. 
Steps taken include the creation of the lnteragency Council on 
the Homeless. The Council will report to Congress and the 
President on further actions needed to find a lasting solution to 
homelessness in our society. 

(7/14/88) 
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Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 
provide adequately for themselves . Indeed , the amount of real 
Federal aid per person below the poverty line reached an all-time 
high in 1986 -- and it is still rising. You may be certain that 
this Administration is doing everything in its power to help the 
poor meet their immediate needs and to find long-term solutions 
to the problems they face . I ·m enclosing some information that 
describes the President's pro-growth, anti-poverty policies in 
more detail . I hope you find it helpful. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 
reaching out to even one needy individual of whom you are 
aware. Your letter shows how much you care , and President 
Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your best 
to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely , 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I would like to thank you for 

writing to him. The President is always encouraged by the 

concern of our young people , for the less fortunate both at 

home and abroad. 

We are truly blessed here in America because our free 

enterprise system provides so much abundance that we are 

able to help those in foreign lands who suffer great 

poverty, without detriment to the less fortunate in our own 

country. Likewise, we are able to maintain a strong and 

efficient defense for our nation, without jeopardizing 

programs that assist the poor. As families take care of 

their own, government must encourage the provision of 

shelter and nourishment for those who cannot provide for 

themselves. The President believes, however, that we must 

revise or replace programs, enacted in the name of 

compassion, that degrade the moral worth of work, encourage 

family breakups, and promote a bleak dependency. 

In addition to the role of government, individual citizens 

in our nation have the responsibility to provide hope and 

help to others. In the past few years, we've seen an 

outpouring of private charity and goodwill. In 1987 alone, 

individuals, corporations, bequests, and foundations gave 

m~fl $93.7 billion to good causes -- more than the 

combined annual profits of the "Fortune 500" largest com­

panies in the United States. In addition, "in-kind" gifts 



and volunteer services were at an all-time high. 

Unfortunately, no nation has been able to solve completely 

the problems of poverty and homelessness, and our country is 

no exception. But we can be heartened by the steady prog­

ress we are making. The U.S. poverty rate dropped for the 

third year in a row in 1986. The 1.6 percentage point drop 

over those three years is the largest sustained improvement 

since 1970. In addition, at the President's urging, 

Congress approved a tax reform bill in 1986 that, among 

other achievements, erases Federal income taxes for several 

million low-income Americans. 

Finally, President Reagan has asked the Congress to approve 

a series of welfare reform ideas designed to help people on 

public assistance acquire self-esteem and marketable job 

skills. The Administration continues to work on effective 

policies to assist . the homeless and to address the root 

causes of homelessness. Steps taken include the creation of 

the Interagency Council on the Homeless. The Council will 

report to Congress and the President on further actions 

needed to find a lasting solution to homelessness in our 

society. 

Americans have always reached out to those who are unable to 

provide adequately for themselves. Indeed, the amount of 

real Federal aid per person below the poverty line reached 



an all-time high in 1986 -- and it is still rising. You may 

be certain that this Administration is doing everything in 

its power to help the poor meet their immediate needs and to 

find long-term solutions to the problems they face. I'm 

enclosing some information ~hat describes the President's 

pro-growth, anti-poverty policies in more detail. I hope 

you find it helpful. 

There is much you can do in your own community by personally 

reaching out to even one needy individual of whom you are 

aware. Your letter shows how much you care, and President 

Reagan is confident that you can be counted on to do your 

best to help. 

With the President's best wishes, 




