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THE WHITE HOUSE :
WASHINGTON

June 7, 1988

Dear Ms. Gilbert,

The President appreciates your very kind
letter. Be assured that he will keep up

the pressure for the remainder of his
term.

Sincerely,

Moy greo~—~—

Max Green
Associate Director
Office of Public Liaison

Ms. Joyce Gilbert

President

Houston Action for Soviet Jewry
6006 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 20500
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Houston Action
for Soviet Jewry

6006 Bellaire Blvd. e Houston, TX. 77081 e (713) 666-3446

PRESIDENT

Joyce Gilbert

vicerresipents  June 1, 1988

Mehin Buck -

Marin Hoiman, e, President Ronald Reagan

e teaenerg  1Ne White House

ECRETARIES 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Judith Goldman waShington, D.C. 20500

Sondra Shapiro

TREASURER

Robin Fleschler Dear Mr. President:

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Misha Brasher On behalf of more than six hundred members _of Houston Action
Sareh Breham for Soviet Jewry, I want to thank you for your tremend

Alan Buck of Mgn_m_gh}ﬁ_al_ﬂ@_@ggt Summit_in Moscow. Your action of
Rote Gondbers placing Human Rights first on the agenda at such a historical
Barbers Govdin meeting clearly illuminates your view of the importance and dignity
Shirley Katzin of the human spirit.

Nancy Koretz

Marjorie Kosoy, PhD . . . . . .

Sem Magids We especially appreciate your meeting with refuseniks and
Harrlet Mellon » 3 .

Lidya Osadchey dissidents at the Spaso House. It was a very courageous meeting

RabbiShaul Omadchey 111 19ght of possible political repurcussions. Your presence

Susan Resnick there and your encouraging words definitely gave those people

Haron RommewpPYESENE hOpe--hope for freedom--hope for their children-- and

Amy Sevitky hgpe for the future. And as Martin Gilbert, the.renowned British

Phoyille Soapiro ‘h1st9r1'an, has so aptly named them, these refuseniks are truly
nna Tatham i n

Henna Tatham the "Jews of Hope".

ADVISOR*BOARD

Rabbi Shaul Osadchey, Chairman

U. 5. Representative Mike And Thank you again for your continued support of Human Rights.

U. S. Representative Bill Archer

(S;t‘::r::::::nlln Bob Bullock

Sovmons Coven Yours truly,

State Representative Paut Colbert N

Councllmember Rodney Ellis

Rabbi Sally Finestone

J. Kent Friedman

HaroIdGoldncIn

Councimem ;‘;:;L o Joyce Gi‘bert

Counclimember B : President

Rabbi Stephen Grundfast

Councilmember Anthony Hall

Councll ber Christin H.

Lt. Governor Bl Hobby
Rev. David Knotts
Bob Kreuger
U. S. Representative Mickey Leland
Hon. Jon Lindeay
C I ber Frank M
Land Commissioner Garry Mauro
Councllmember Larry McKaskie
Rev.Paul D. Opeahl
Councilmember Ben Reyes
Stlu Treasurer Ann Richards

1| ber Judson Robi dr.
Rw Paul Schairer
Hon. Woodrow Seals
Hon Stone
Councilimember Eleanor Tinsley
Rabbi Roy Walter
Dave Ward
State Senator Cralg Wnlhlncton
Councill ber Hm W d
Mayor Kathryn Whitmire
Hon. J. Wildenthal

) a member of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
a ber of the C ity Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston
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JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL | Sutec

OF SAN FRANCISCO, THE PENINSULA, MARIN AND SONOMA COUNTIES 121 Steuart Street

G

A 100

Beneficiary of the Jewish Community Federation San Francisco, Ca 94105
w (415) 957-1551

May 31, 1988

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Jewish community of San Francisco, the Peninsula,
Marin and Sonoma Counties joins with other Americans in
.applauding the forthright stand on-human-rights taken by you
and Secrerary of State George Shultz during the recent
Summit in Moscow. That human rights was an issue on which
you placed so much emphasis was an indication to the
U.S.S.R. of the importance of this issue to all Americans.
It has long been the stance of the American Jewish community
that the Soviet Union was abrogating its treaty
responsibilities under the Helsinki Final Act by not
permitting free emigration by those Soviet Jews who wished
to leave while denying religious freedom to those who wished
to remain.

We were particularly moved by the meeting which you and
the American delegation had with refuseniks and dissidents
at Spaso House. Yuli Kosharovsky's statement captured the
essence of the problem - 17 vyears in refusal, State
"secrets" no longer, if they ever were, secret, victim of
arbitrary rules and regulations.

We hope that he and his family, along with the
thousands of others who have applied, will receive
permission to leave as a result of your meetings with the
General Secretary. We hope too that the Summit will signal
to a waiting world that progress has been made between our
two governments toward better relations and a reduction of
the threat of nuclear war.

Sincerely,

/‘é;u22244/“ <:Z?ég;¢;<//

Andrew M. Colvin
Chairman
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THE STATE OF SOVIET JEWRY TODAY

A Background Memorandum Prepared by American Jewish Heritage Committee
May, 1988 | 1

, While Glasnost has become increasingly popular as a description of the
state of Soviet society, its applicatign in the area of human rights has been
very poor and has not meant any fundamental changes in the status of Soviet
Jewry or in the dissident movement. To interpret the term to mean a broadbased
openess is a public relations coup for the Gorbachev regime. And while there
is an assertion of glasnost, reality reveals reduced emigration figures under
Gorbachev, the rise of ultra-nationalist antisemitic movements, and continued
clampdowns on dissent and on religious and cultural activities.

Other recent events whice belie the substance of glasnost are:

--Jewish activists in Baku who received official permission to hold a
"Jewish Tanguage" class soon found themselves on the receiving end of phoned
death threats and a cut-off of the electricity to the classroom when authorities
discovered the language was Hebrew.

--ATthough Judaica classes and seminars in Riga and Leningrad continue
without interruption, promises of official sanction for these activities remain
unfulfilled. ’

--Requests to authorities to open Jewish social or cultural clubs ao
unanswered.

--The highly publicized "kosher restaurant” in Moscow is only a kosher
meal plan for 8 students at a showpiece "yeshiva".

--In March, severaT Jews in Moscow and Leningrad were arrested and
sentenced to 10 to 15 day jail terms for public protests for exit visas.

--In early March, thirty Jews demonstrated for exit visas at the Lenin
Library in downtown Moscow. As they were being taken away, protestor Faina Semyonova
told a policeman, "Your 'democracy' is finished". He replied, "For you Jews,
'democracy’ never started."

-~Radio Moscow's external English service broadcasts anti-Israei
invective. In February, its listeners were told that Zionists are poisoning
Palestinian Arabs. '

--WhiTe Moscow has partially 1lifted the veil on Western shortwave
broadcasts by lessening or stopping the jamming of BBC, the Voice of America,
Radio Vatican, and other stations, it still continues the jamming of Radio Israel.
When Jews sought to protest this in a demonstration, the public square where
the demonstration was to taken place was surrounded by police before it could
begin.

--Soviet dissidents report that in pré—Gorbachev times, persons from
abroad were able to reach dissidents by telephone. Today they are unable to do
SO.

--Glasnost has brought forth raw anti-semitism in the form of organizations
such as Otchestvo(Fatherland) and Pamyat(Memory), the latter being an organization
of ultra-nationalist, xenophobic antisemites. Pamyat has received Government
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sanction as evidenced by its march in the official 1987 May Day Parade, its
meetings with (former) top Politburo members(e.g. Boris Yeltsin) and its
wide distribution of audio tapes throughout the Soviet Union which speak of
the "plots of Zionists, Masons and Jewish attempts to turn the Soviet people
into alcholics."

--In 1985, Year One of Gorbachev, Jewish exit from the Soviet Union
stood at 1140. In 1986, the figure dipped to 914 and expectations were at a
nadir. When emigration rose in 1987 to 8155, bougets were tossed at glasnost 's
feet. However, the stark reality is that the 1987 figures under the "liberal”
Gorbachev  was less than 16% of the 1979 exit under the "despot” Brezhnev.
Statistics from 1988 project no increase.

--Emigration restrictions now in place are denial of exit applications
to all but 10% of Soviet Jews who have immediate family members abroad--this

provision "temporarily suspended for 1988" after Secretary Shultz's pre-summit
Moscow visit.

--Denial of emigration to families with teenage sons who have not yet
served in the Red Army--and their subsequent denial of exit for then gaining
"secrets."

--Denial of emigration to the many thousands who cannot obtain a
notarized consent document from 11v1ng parents, ex-spouses, or other household
members not leaving.

Although Soviet dissidents have the most to gain from an encouragement
of glasnost, their view of its substance--as opposed to its PR image-~ is
extremely critical. Not long ago famed Soviet dissident Natan Sharansky said:
'...The Soviets can keep us feeling that there's improvement, make us happy
and at the same time make the situation worse. It would not be an exaggeration
to say that the situation of the Jews in Russia today is 1like Jews in Germany
in 1937-38. Glasnost practically is not freedom but a new set of instructions
from the top which permits flexibility."

Another dissident, Sergei Grigoyants, in the November 1987 issue of the
samisdat journal, Glasnost, says, "the leaders of our country do not like us...
We experience constant interference from the authorities: police raids, blackmail
against us and our relatives, all sorts of obstacles from communicating with the
outside world...Every one of us are under round-the-clock surveillance."

Adds activist Nina Nadgorny: "The authorities' actions would have seemed under-
standable in Brezhnev's and Andropov's time but now we have glasnost and
perestroika and its seems rather strange. I'm afraid that Soviet 'reconstruction'
does not yet affect refuseniks."

While the West remains hopeful about g1asnost former Moscow activist,
Vladimir Kozlovsky predicts that "when economic restructur1ng fails, there w111
be a clampdown on glasnost, If nationalist unrest continues, glasnost could be gone."

The claim of Glasnost must be backed up with real openess and changes
in the areas of human rights and religious freedoms. Otherwise, it will mean
a major public relations victory for the Gorbachev regime, and a continued
disaster for Soviet Jewry, the dissident movement, and the cause of religious
freedom and human rights within the Soviet Union as a whole.
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Jewish
Federation
of

3 Rhode Island

N
‘D June 10, 1988

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Reagan:

We in the American Jewish community would like to thank you for your sincere
efforts and actions on behalf of the Jews in the Soviet Union. Your words in Moscow
gave meaning and hope to the millions who have been fighting for human rights in the
Soviet Union. We applaud these acts.

The United States has, not only the moral responsibilty for human rights
throughout the world, but the ability to make a difference. Through your actions we
can help those who are denied basic human rights-the right to practice their
religion, the right to live where they desire, and the right to be reunited with
their family.

On behalf of the entire Jewish Federation of Rhode Island, we express our
1] . "—""——.—\.., . K] . . .
deepest appreciation for your leadership in this fight, and urge you to continue
pressing this issue.

Respectfully you

Norman D. Tilles, President
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island

CENTRAL FUND RAISING, COMMUNITY PLANNING, AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS AGENCY
130 SESSIONS STREET » PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02906 ¢ 401-421-4111
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OF GREATER WASHINGTON
May 5, 1988

(\
v JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL
\:( 1522 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 e (202) 347-4628

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr, President:

During the last period there has been significant change in
Soviet performance in the area of human rights, and much of that
change has impacted positively on Soviet Jewish emigration.

The organized Jewish community understands that much of that
positive change owes to energetic and principled American
intervention. Your own forceful advocacy both in public and
private has been matched by that of Secretary of State Shultz.
And the pattern of personal commitment and public diplomacy that
Administration leaders have undertaken has been echoed by
American officials in the diplomatic corps and in many
specialized agencies and departments,

And yet with all of the successes of the last period, there is
still much remaining to be done, as you stated earlier this
week,

There are still tens of thousands of Jews who wish to emigrate
but who can not do so. There are significant portions of the
Soviet citizenry who wish greater religious and cultural rights,
including many Jews, who are frustrated in their attempts to
study and to live as they wish. There are still long 1lists of
families divided by the harsh reality of a capricious and
politicized Soviet bureaucracy.

OQur community wishes you great success in your forthcoming
meetings with General Secretary Gorbachev., As you prepare to
leave for that historic meeting, we respectfully urge you to
redouble your efforts on behalf of freedom of belief and freedom
of movement for Soviet Jews.

Our community relies on you to remain steadfast in expressing
the demand of the American people that the USSR continue to
alter its human rights policy so as to provide the fullest human
rights opportunity to every Soviet citizen,

Sincerely,

\zan Goldstein,

President

cc: Secretary of State George Shultz

The central, representative body of over 200 affiliated Jewish organizations in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia,
devoted to community relations, information and action.
MEMBER AGENCY OF THE NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL
BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON
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Memo to: Rebecca Range, Office of Public Liaison
From: Dan Horodysky
Date: May 13, 1988

Before the 1985 Geneva Summit, the President eloquently stated:

”... the cause of peace would be well served if more individuals and families
... could come to know each other in a personal way.”

Yet the three million Americans who try to maintain contact with their
relatives in the Soviet Union face many obstacles. Millions of related
people of many national and ethnic groups in the USA and USSR should
have the right to exchange visits in their homes without being subject to the
whims of international politics and local bureaucracy.

Thanks to “glasnost,” some Soviet citizens are now allowed to visit
relatives in the USA, but the 4-6 month long application process is
complicated, and expensive. Few Americans who wish to visit relatives
receive permission to stay in their homes; most have to settle for an
expensive, guided tour to see their parents, children, grand-parents,
brothers, sisters, and so on.

Soviet authorities still arbitrarily deny tourist visas to some Americans
who wish to visit relatives in the Soviet Union. They can do this because
US policy focuses on emigration, and virtually ignores the related issue of
visitation. The focus on emigration alone doesn’t make sense for the
200,000 recent (third wave) immigrants, and it doesn’t make sense for the
millions of second and first wave immigrants and their offspring.

American businessmen and scientists now can receive multiple entry
visas to the Soviet Union within 48 hours while a relative waits 4-6 months
for a decision on their private visa application. The USIA and private
organizations sponsor increasing numbers of exchanges between strangers.
Sister City programs proliferate — while sisters are often unable to meet.

While the situation for relatives has improved due to “glasnost,” we
still know of the following recent — and typical - cases:

*® Family denied tourist visa to Moscow to visit parents.

® Person denied visa to visit hometown because “there are no hotels
there” — at least not for foreigners.

® People denied permission to visit relatives in U.S., with no reason

given,

Increased family visits constitute a major way to build on our
commonalties and bridge differences, thereby improving the US-Soviet
relationship. What more fundamental ties are there than parents, children,
grandparents, brothers, sisters, cousins, meeting?

As you prepare for the summit, please decide how best to present the
issue of family visits in Moscow, and to how to create a coordinated family
visits policy in the future.

Enclosed is a list of Recommendations for changes in the complicated
procedures necessary for relatives to visit, and a copy of Congressional
Resolutions which outline the problem faced by millions of Americans in
maintaining contact with relatives in the USSR.

VISA is a Project of the World Without War Council of Northemn California +  Berkeley




Recommendations for Changes in US-USSR Visa & Travel Procedures

In order to facilitate family visits between the USA and the
USSR, procedures should be simplified as much as possible.
Relatives should be able to exchange visits with the least
amount of governmental interference. Visits by related
persons should be easier than official, stranger-to-stranger,
or cultural exchanges.

1. Eliminate visas and allow American and Soviet citizens
to travel with only a valid passport.

The Helsinki Accords state: “Applications for temporary
visits to meet members of their families will be dealt with
without distinction as to country of origin or destination...”
Soviet procedures should administer travel to the 34 Helsinki
countries equally, and allow their citizens to travel to the
West without visa. According to the New York Times
(January 2, 1988) Soviet citizens may now travel to the
Eastern Bloc countries without visas. By the same token, U.S.
procedures should be equal for citizens of the Helsinki
Accords States.

Until such time, we recommend the following changes:

2. Eliminate the invitation (vyzov) process.

The invitation procedure, which requires certification by
a Soviet consulate, increases the waiting period (4-6 months)
and expense for applicants. Americans who wish to visit
relatives in two different areas of the Soviet Union need to
complete separate invitations for each relative. Since the
Soviet consulate makes no decisions regarding visas and will
not answer any questions pertaining to the status of invita-
tions, there should be no need for an official, legalized
invitations processed by a Consulate in either direction.

3. Eliminate the 200 ruble visa fee for Soviet citizens.

In the Helsinki Accords the USSR agreed to grant permis-
sion to visit relatives without regard for country of origin or
destination. Since the USSR eliminated visas fees to the
Eastern Bloc, no fee should be required to the West. Before
January 1, 1988, a visa to the Eastern Bloc from the Soviet
Union cost 20 rubles; a visa to the West still costs 200 rubles.
Retired people have been the main beneficiaries of the rela-
tively few visitor’s visas allowed. For example, a collective
farmer receives a pension of about 40 or 50 rubles a month.

4. Establish a procedure for emergency cases.

Provide a method for granting speedy permission
through an Intourist-licensed travel agency for emergency
travel in cases of serious illness or death. Similarly, a Soviet
citizen should be able to receive quick permission through
OVIR and the U.S. consulate.

5. Allow exchanged home visits.
Remove all relationship requirements for private visits.

The U.S.-Soviet exchange program allows complete
strangers and cultural groups to exchange visits in their
homes. Governments should allow anyone to exchange vis-
its, including third cousins and friends, rather than stipulat-
ing that only parents, children, brothers and sisters can make
private visits. It is improper for governments to decide on
relationships for relatives or friends.

6. Allow young people and families to travel together.

Soviet policy usually permits only one member of a family
to travel to the West, requiring that a “hostage” be left
behind. East Germany allowed 3 million citizens, including
1.5 million young people to travel to West Germany in 1987.
China expects 100,000 persons for family visits from Taiwan
in 1988.

7. Open up more entry/exit points into the Soviet Union.

Moscow is now the primary transit point for the Soviet
Union; additional points are needed in both in the European
part and on the Pacific Coast of the USSR. The Baltic States,
Armenia, Byelorussia, Ukraine and Russia should have
additional entry/exit points. Related Alaskan & Siberian
natives living three miles away across the Bering Strait need
an entry/exit point near their homes.

8. Increase period of validity of visas/passports.

Under present Soviet policy visas are valid for six months
and for one trip. One application procedure should allow
multiple trips for an extended period. Hungary provides
passports valid for five years, permitting unlimited travel.

9. Increase length of time tourists can spend in one city.

To accommodate Americans who prefer to visit relatives
during the course of a tour, remove the present 3 or 4 day
limit for stays in most cities.

10. Open up closed cities.

The Soviet Union and the United States should open all
parts of their countries to foreign travel, except for military
and research installations. The closing of missile bases
because of INF & future arms control agreements should
allow for the opening of additional areas.

11. Simplify forms.

Soviet citizens must fill out the same form for emigration
or visitation. Forms filled out by Americans must now be
filled out in Russian. This should be changed to permit
English or any other official language used in the USSR such
as Armenian, Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, or Ukrainian.

12. Improve other means of communications.

Reinstate direct dial telephone communications; remove
prohibitive duties from gift parcels; eliminate censorship of
mail; and comply to the Universal Postal Union standards of
mail delivery.

VISA ¢ PO Box 2361 e Berkeley, California 94702 ¢ telephone (415) 540-VISA

February 1988




Please urge the President to place the family visits issue on the US-Soviet agenda —
Senate Concurrent Resolution 29 unanimously passed July 29, 1987.
House Concurrent Resolution 68 unanimously passed (405-0) October 27, 1987

Expressing the sense of Congress regarding
the inability of American citizens to maintain
regular contact with relatives in the Soviet Union

Whereas millions of United States citizens, including members
of national and ethnic groups such as Armenians,
Byelorussians, Estonians, Germans, Jews, Latvians,
Lithuanians, Poles, Russians, and Ukrainians, have relatives in
the Soviet Union;

Whereas the Soviet Union, as a signatory of the 1975 Final Act
of the Conference of Security and Cooperation in Europe,
commonly known as the Helsinki Accords, committed itself to
“favourably consider applications for travel with the purpose of
allowing persons to enter or leave their territory temporarily,
and on a regular basis if desired, in order to visit members of
their families.™;

Whereas in that same document the Soviet Union pledged that
“applications for temporary visits to meet members of . ..
families will be dealt with without distinction as to country of
origin or destination . . . ; cases of urgent necessity — such as
serious illness or death — will be given priority treatment.”;

Whereas the Soviet Union has ratified the United Nations
Charter and signed other international human rights documents
such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, documents which clearly protect the right to leave
one’s country and return thereto;

Whereas in anticipation of the Geneva Summit Conference of
November 1985, President Reagan stated, . . . the cause of
peace would be served if more individuals and families. . .
could come to know each other in a personal way.”;

Whereas home visits would immeasurably aid our understanding
of the Soviet people and improve relations with the Soviet
Union, since family visitation is one of the most basic forms of
cultural exchange;

Whereas it is not proper for governments to decide which
relationships constitute close family ties for the purpose of
determining which relatives should be allowed to visit each
other;

Whereas the present policies of the Soviet Union make it
virtually impossible for the millions of relatives in the two
countries to exchange visits in their homes, and relatives

Congressional Record

House Concurrent Resolution 68
Senate Concurrent Resolution 29

100th CONGRESS
FIRST SESSION

who have used other forms of communications, such as mail,
telephone, telegraph, and gift parcels have experienced
enormous difficulties;

Whereas because of restrictive Soviet policies, less than 1,000
of the many thousands of Americans who visited the Soviet
Union in 1986 were allowed a private visa to stay with their
relatives in their homes, and only about 1,500 Soviet citizens
were allowed to visit their relatives in the United States;

Whereas many Americans who have been frustrated by the
delay or denial in obtaining private visas to visit family
members in their homes in the Soviet Union have resorted to
joining package tours to the Soviet Union as a means of
seeing their family members;

Whereas relatives should be able to comfort and assist each
other in the event of medical emergencies such as those which
resulted from the Chornoby! disaster, or when specialized
medical treatment is not available in a particular country;

Whereas in the case of serious illness or death the victim's
relatives should be guaranteed expeditious determination of
their visa applications;

Whereas family visitation is an issue which transcends political
differences, and governments which permit normal and
regular family visitation demonstrate a commitment to basic
values of decency and fairess which are shared by all
mankind; and

Whereas at the Vienna Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe Follow-up Meeting, the United States delegation
enumerated the inappropriate restrictions placed by Soviet
authorities on Soviet citizens who wish to travel abroad and
on United States citizens who wish to visit family members in
the Soviet Union: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives and the Senate,

" That it is the sense of the Congress that —

(1) the promotion of unrestricted family visits between
related people in the United States and the Soviet
Union is an essential part of American policy toward
the Soviet Union; and

(2) the President, the Secretary of State, and other
members of the administration should raise the issue
of family visitation at all appropriate opportunities
in discussion with the leadership of the Communist
Party and the Government of the Soviet Union.

House Concurrent Resolution 68 introduced by Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) on March 5, 1987.
Senate Concurrent Resolution 29 introduced by Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz), Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Paul Simon (D-1I1),
Bill Bradiey (D-NJ), Al D'Amato (R-NY), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), and Pete Wilson (R-Calif) on March 11, 1987.

VISA — Human rights advocates of visits between millions of related people of many national and ethnic groups in the USA and USSR
A Project of the World Without War Council of Northem California, an organization which, since 1958, links peace, freedom, and human rights concems
VISA - PO Box 2361 « Berkeley, California 94702 « (415) 540-VISA




Yuri Orlov: Open Borders Essential For Mutual Confidence

Soviet society is entering a new stage — a stage in which internal criticism, if supported by international
pressure, could lead to a not insignificant humanizing of Soviet society within the foreseeable future.

Open borders in the Western sense — free entry into and exit from the country — are essential for
establishing mutual confidence between people inside and outside the Soviet Union and any increase in such
confidence means an increase in international security. The “new thinking” of the Gorbachev regime on this
question differs not so much from the former, police-state practice. But international pressure backing internal
pressure for more open borders can, I think, be immensely constructive.

January 31, 1988

Andrei D. Sakharov On The Right to Travel:
It is the inalienable right of all human beings to see their families.

International trust, mutual understanding, disarmament and international security are inconceivable
without... the right to travel...

Nobel Peace Prize speech, 1975

A concern for greater openness in socialist countries — for the freedom to exchange people and
information — must be one of the central tasks of the coordinated policy of the the Western countries.
My Country and the World, 1975
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Letters

For Soviet Emigrés, Family Visits Still Difficult

To the Editor:

‘“‘Human Rights Promise, and
Promises’’ (editorial, Feb. 23) notes
in passing the loosening of travel re-
strictions for relatives in the United
States and Soviet Union. Unfortunate-
ly, while 1987 brought some improve-
ments, Soviet restrictions on family
visits remain more onerous than for
emigration.

Our Government and the media
focus on emigration from the Soviet
Union, and all but ignore the need for
millions of relatives, including recent
immigrants, to visit loved ones. Emi-
gration and visiting are separate but
related issues for many Americans,
and United States policy should focus
equally on both.

In 1987, recent émigrés were first
allowed to return to the Soviet Union.
However, like the millions of Amer-
icans of earlier emigrations, they
must take tours to see their loved
ones. They must stay in expensive
hotels resiricted to foreigners and
are usually limited to stays of three
or four days in all except the major
Soviet cities.

Each year in a recent six-year peri-
od, an average of 980 Americans re-
ceived permission to stay in rela-
tives’ homes. It takes four to six
months to receive such a visa, while a
tourist visa takes only a few weeks. A
separate visa is needed to visit rela-
tives in different regions.

In 1987, 5,700 Soviet citizens visited
relatives in the United States, an in-

crease from an average of 1,500 of
past years. A visa to the West costs
200 rubles, about a month'’s salary, or
five months' pension for a collective
farmer. Travelers are mostly retired
people, and two members of one
family may rarely travel together.
While we welcome the recent
changes in Soviet policy, they are
woefully inadequate when measured
against the needs of three million
Americans of Armenian, Byelorus-
sian, Estonian, Jewish, Latvian, Lith-
uanian, Russian, Ukrainian or other
descent who maintain contact with
relatives in the Soviet Union.

Before the 1985 Geneva summit
meeting, President Reagan said, ‘‘the
cause of peace would be well served If
more individuals and families ...
could come to know each other in a
personal way.” Unfortunately, the
Governments' interpretation means
that ‘‘cultural exchanges’ and ‘‘citi-
zen diplomacy” flourish, while rela-
tives in the two countries find their
difficulties in maintaining normal
human contacts continue.

Visits International for Soviets and
Americans, VISA, of which I am a
chairwoman, advocates simplifying
travel procedures for family visits.
We recommend eliminating visa fees
and official invitation procedure, al-
lowing home visits, opening more
cities and creating a method for quick
action in cases of serious illness or
death. TAMARA HORODYSKY

Berkeley, Calif., Feb. 26, 1988
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Memo to: Max Green, Office of Public Liaison
From: Dan Horodysky ¢
Date: May 13, 1988

Before the 1985 Geneva Summit, the President eloquently stated:

”... the cause of peace would be well served if more individuals and families
... could come to know each other in a personal way.”

Yet the three million Americans who try to maintain contact with their
relatives in the Soviet Union face many obstacles. Millions of related
people of many national and ethnic groups in the USA and USSR should
have the right to exchange visits in their homes without being subject to the
whims of international politics and local bureaucracy.

Thanks to “glasnost,” some Soviet citizens are now allowed to visit
relatives in the USA, but the 4-6 month long application process is
complicated, and expensive. Few Americans who wish to visit relatives
receive permission to stay in their homes; most have to settle for an
expensive, guided tour to see their parents, children, grand-parents,
brothers, sisters, and so on.

Soviet authorities still arbitrarily deny tourist visas to some Americans
who wish to visit relatives in the Soviet Union. They can do this because
US policy focuses on emigration, and virtually ignores the related issue of
visitation. The focus on emigration alone doesn’t make sense for the
200,000 recent (third wave) immigrants, and it doesn’t make sense for the
millions of second and first wave immigrants and their offspring.

American businessmen and scientists now can receive multiple entry
visas to the Soviet Union within 48 hours while a relative waits 4-6 months
for a decision on their private visa application. The USIA and private
organizations sponsor increasing numbers of exchanges between strangers.
Sister City programs proliferate — while sisters are often unable to meet.

While the situation for relatives has improved due to “glasnost,” we
still know of the following recent ~ and typical - cases:

® Family denied tourist visa to Moscow to visit parents.

® Person denied visa to visit hometown because “there are no hotels
there” ~ at least not for foreigners.

# People denied permission to visit relatives in U.S., with no reason

given.

Increased family visits constitute a major way to build on our
commonalties and bridge differences, thereby improving the US-Soviet
relationship. What more fundamental ties are there than parents, children,
grandparents, brothers, sisters, cousins, meeting?

As you prepare for the summit, please decide how best to present the
issue of family visits in Moscow, and to how to create a coordinated family
visits policy in the future.

Enclosed is a list of Recommendations for changes in the complicated
procedures necessary for relatives to visit, and a copy of Congressional
Resolutions which outline the problem faced by millions of Americans in
maintaining contact with relatives in the USSR.

VISA is a Project of the World Without War Council of Northern California + Berkeley




EXTRA

San Francigeo Chronicle Wednesday, April 27, 1988

Moscow to Ease Visa Rules
For Business, Science Visitors

Moscow— United Press International
The Soviet Union said yesterday that it will streamline visa
requirements for business and scientific visits to promote
contact and trade with the West.

Soviet missions abroad have been instructed to handle such visa
requests within 48 hours and to broaden “to the maximum” extent the terms for
issuing visas for multiple-entry visits.

888
Tos Angeles Times Thursday, April 7, 1988
Soviets May Change Visa Requirements

Helsinki — A high Soviet official said the Soviet Union might change its system of
requiring visas from foreign tourists. He said Finland might be among the first countries
with whom we could agree on a visa-free tourist exchange.

Trade? Da! Tourists? Da!

¢ An American must wait 4 to 6 months after applying for a private
visa to visit a relative to find out if it is approved. Very few are given.

e Most who are allowed are forced to take expensive tours that might
take them near their relatives.

¢ Relatives from the USSR find it virtually impossible to visit the USA.

e Even during Glasnost people — children and parents, grandparents
and grandchildren — are denied visas! Many are recent emigrés!

¢ An estimated 3 million Americans try to maintain some contact
with their loved ones in the Soviet Union despite many obstacles.

Glasnost? Business & scientific contacts! Tourists! Da!
What is the U.S. Government doing about family visits?

Family Visits ? Nyet, not yet!

Ssshh! Quiet diplomacy at work! for four decades!

VISA — human rights advocates of family visits between relatives in the USA and USSR
PO Box 2361 e Berkeley, California 94702 e telephone (415) 540-VISA




Recommendations for Liberalized US-USSR Travel Procedures

The ideal situation for relatives would be elimination of all visa requirements, and for American
and their relatives in the Soviet Union and the Baltic States to be allowed to travel with only a
valid passport. Until such time, the following changes are recommended:

QRN

Establish a procedure for quick action in cases of serious illness or death.

Eliminate the 4-6 month-long invitation (vyzov) process for visitor's (private) visas.
Remove all relationship requirements for private visits.
Simplify forms.

Allow Americans the right to stay in their relative's homes.

a. Allow private visitor's visas to stay with relatives in their homes, rather than requiring
Americans to take tours.

b. For those Americans who prefer to combine a tour with visits to relatives, increase the
length of time permitted in each city (now limited to 3 or 4 days except in major cities).

c. Open up closed cities to Americans beyond the present limit of about 90 cities for overnight

stays and an additional 90 for day trips.

6. Allow Soviet citizens to travel and to stay in American homes,
a. Eliminate the current 200 ruble visa fee for Soviet citizens (over one month’s average
salary, or 4 to 5 montks pension for a collective farmer ).

b. Allow more young people to travel to the West.
c. Allow families to travel together.

d. Increase period of validity of travel permission/international passports.
7. Open up more entry/exit points into the Soviet Union and the Baltic States.

Also, improve other means of communication: reinstate direct dial telephone communications;
remove prohibitive duties from gift parcels; stop mail censorship and ensure delivery of all mail.

Quotation of the Day

“Imagine if you didn’t see your
family for years. Imagine your
love for them, for the streets,
the house you grew up in, the
place you were born in and
grew up in. That’s exactly what
Ifeel and it’s always painful to
talk about it.”’

— Yuri Lyubimov,

the exiled Soviet director,
on returning to Moscow,
[Al:2]

San Fraucisco Oyromicle

The New Jork Thme
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Letters

For Soviet Emigres, Family Visits Still Difficult

To the Editor.

“Human Rights Promise, and
Promises’ (editorial, Feb. 23) noies
in passing the loosening of travel re-
strictions for relatives in the United
States and Sov:et Union. Unfortunate-
1y, while 1987 brought some improve-
ments, Soviel restrictions on family
visits remain more onerous than for
emigration.

Our Government and the media
focus on emigration from the Soviet
Union, and all but ignore the need for
millions of relatives, including recent
immigrants, to visit loved ones. Emi-
gration and visiting are separate but
related issues for many Americans,
and United States policy should focus
equally on both.

In 1887, recent émigrés were first
allowed to return to the Soviet Union.
However, like the millions of Amer-
icans of earlier emigrations, they
must take tours to see their loved
ones. They must stay in expensive
hotels resiricted to foreigners and
are usually limited 10 stays of three
or four days in all except the major
Soviet cities.

Each year in & recent six-year peri.
od, an average of 980 Americans re-
ceived permission to stay in rela-
tives' homes. It takes four to six
months to receive such a visa, while a
tourist visa takes only a few weeks. A
separate visa is needed o visit rela-
tives in different regions.

In 1887, 5,700 Soviet citizens visited
relatives in the United States, an in-

crease from an average of 1,500 of
past years. A visa to the West costs
200 rubles, about a month's salary, or
five months’ pension for a collective
farmer. Travelers are mostly retired
people, and two members of one
family may rarely travel together.
While we welcome the recent
changes in Soviet policy, they are
woefully inadequate when measured
against the needs of three million
Americans of Armenian, Byelorus-
sian, Estonian, Jewish, Latvian, Lith-
uapian, Russian, Ukrainian or other
descent who maintain contact with
relatives in the Soviet Union.

Wednesday, April 27, 1988

Moscow to Ease Visa Rules
For Business, Science Visitors

United Press International

Moscow

The Soviet Union said yes-
terday that it will streamline
visa requirements for business
and scientific visits to promote
contact and trade with the
West.

Oleg Avramenko, first deputy
head of the Foreign Ministry con-
sular directorate, said Soviet mis-
sions abroad have been instructed
to handle such visa requests within

48 hours and to broaden “to the
maximum” extent the terms for is-
suing visas for multiple-entry visits

Currently, most Americans do-
ing business in Moscow have mults-
ple-entry visas enabling them to
come and go freely. But some must
apply for exit visas each time thev
want to leave the country

A US. Embassy official de
scribed the Soviet announcement as
“a step forward.”

Before the 1885 Geneva summit
meeting, President Reagan said, ‘the
cause of peace would be well served if
more individuais and families ...
could come to know each other in a
personal way.” Unfortunatety, the
Governments’ interpretation means
that *‘cultural exchanges’ and ‘citi-
zen diplomacy” flourish, while rela-
tives in the two countries find their
difficulties in maintaining normai
human contacts continue.

Visits Internationa) for Soviets and
Americans, VISA, of which ] am a
chairwoman, advocates simplifying
travel procedures for family visits.
We recommend eliminating visa fees
and official invitation procedure, al-
Jowing home visits, opening more
cities and creating a method for quick
action in cases of serious illness or
death. TAMARA HORODYSKY

Berkeley, Calif., Feb, 26, 1988

VISA — Humar nights advocates of exchanged family visits between millions of related people
of many nationalities and ethnic groups in the USA and USSR.
VISA - PO Box 236} - Berkeley, California 94702 ¢ (415) 540- VISA

Thursday, April 7, 1988
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Soviets May Change

Visa Requirements
From Deutsche Presse-Agentur

HELSINKI, Finland—The Sovi-
et Union might change its system
of requiring visas from foreign
tourists visiting the country, a
senior Soviet official said here
Wednesday.

Lev N. Zaikov, regarded as thc
No. 3 man in the Kremlin leader-
ship, said in an interview with the
Finnish newspaper, Helsingin San-
omat, that his country is reviewing
its visa requirements.

‘I think we are gradually moving
to a system of visa-free travel for
foreign tourists coming to the Sovi-
et Union. Finland might be among
the first countries with whom we
could agree on visa-free tourist
exchange.” he said.
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE

(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS

MANAGEMENT.
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Minnesota-Dakotas Action Committee for Soviet Jewry

(OF THE JCRC, ADL)

STEPHEN FEINSTEIN FIFTEEN SOUTH NINTH STREET BUILDING CAROL WIRTSCHAFTER
CHAIRPERSON MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
TELEPHONE (612) 338-7816 MORTON RYWECK

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

May 18, 1988

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are gratified that since your first Summit Meeting with Secretary General Gorbachev
the Jewish Prisoners of Conscience have been released from jail and many leaders of the
Soviet Jewry Movement have been allowed to emigrate.

When you meet with Secretary General Gorbachev in Moscow we would ask that you raise
our concern on the following issues:

l. Emigration for all refuseniks

2, Eliminating requirements that apﬁlicants receive invitations from first degree
relatives abroad

3. All Jews receiving permission to emigrate must be allowed to depart for the
country of their choice.

4. Establish a reasonable time limitations for use of "

reason to deny exit visas

state security" as a
5. Allow for cultural and religious freedom including the study of Hebrew
within the U.S5.S.R.
6. Stop jamming Voice of America, Radio Liberty, and Kol Israel
7. Eliminate all forms of official and public anti-Semitism.
Please strive to attain these goals guaranteed by the Helsinki Final Act. Sowiet

conpliance with that commitment will enhance the cause of peace by building trust
and good will between our two natioms.

Sincerely,
a! ‘ 7‘! ® 7‘ Y
GI)KLﬂkAwﬁv;_><¥ZL1:Z;;;(JQ
Marvin Pertzik Stephen Feinstein
President Chair
Jewish Community Relations Council/ Minnesota-Dakotas Action Committee
Anti-Defamation League for Soviet Jewry

cc. sent to Marvin Pertzik and Stephen Feinstein

We Speak For Soviet Jews

A CONSTITUENT AGENCY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS FEDERATION FOR JEWISH SERVICE, THE ST. PAUL UNITED JEWISH FUND AND
' COUNCIL AND THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH



\
\ t ID# 570262
[ THE WHITE HOUSE

| CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET

INCOMING 3

)
DATE RECEIVED: MAY 26, 1988 9J¢V
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. STANLEY W. BALICK 2‘/'

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES SIGNED PETITIONS FROM CITIZENS OF
DELAWARE ASKING THAT IN THE MEETINGS WITH
GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV, A CONTINUED
SUBSTANTIAL LEVEL OF EMIGRATION FOR SOVIET *

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
MAX GREEN ORG 88/05/26 Y A A
REFERRAL NOTE:
)
REFERRAL NOTE:
A A e
REFERRAL NOTE:
A A Y e
REFERRAL NOTE:
/__/ /__/

REFERRAL NOTE:

COMMENTS: * JEWS AND AN EASING OF DISABILITIES FOR
THOSE WHO REMAIN, SHOULD BE VIGOROUSLY

ADVOCATED
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES:
PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)

khkhkhkhkhkhhkhhhhkhkhkhhhhhkhkhhhkhhhhkhkhhhkhhhhkhhhhhhhhhkhhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhkhhhkhkkkx

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *QUTGOING *
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A *
*FP-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF *
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC¥* * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S~FOR~SIGNATURE * * *
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * *
I E P T R R TR RS R R E R R RS R R R EE R R EEZE RS EE R R SR E SRR EEZ SRR LSRR EEEEE R RS SR XX X

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING

LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.



—

OFFICERS:

STEPHEN E. HERRMANN
FPresident

RICHARD A. LEVINE

WILLIAM M. TOPKIS 3 '

RICHARD VENEZKY . o
Vice Presidents - "
DR. STEVEN L. EDELL AT
Secretary
IRVING LEVITT
Assistant Secretary -
JOAN WACHSTEIN PN
Treasurer t‘
MAKTIN I. LUBAROFF
Assistant Treasurer
.
LIFE MEMBERS:
DAVID BRAUNSTEIN
BENNETT N. EPSTEIN
PAUL R. FINE
NISSON A. FINKELSTEIN
HOWARD M. HANDELMAN
DANIEL L. HERRMANN
RICHARD L. KANE
SIDNEY LAUB
MARTIN G. MAND
IRVING MORRIS
EDWARD W. SCHALL
IRVING S. SHAPIRO
BERNARD L. SIEGEL
SOL ZALLEA
LEO ZEFTEL
.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
CAS ANOLICK
JACK B. BLUMENFELD
PAT S. CHALPHIN
CARL COBIN
JANE CUTLER
EARL ERDMAN
SIGMUND J. ETTINGER
RUTH ANN GER
HELAINE GORDON
ALFRED J. GREEN
FRANCIA ISAKOFF
JACK B. JACOBS
DR. BARRY S. KAYNE
RICHARD D. KARFUNKLE
DEANE KATTLER
MARJORY STONE LEVINE
DAVID LEVINSON
NAN LIPSTEIN
MARGARET H. MAY
ELLEN MEYER
ANDREW L. MILLER
RUTH PERNICK
MARC PEVAR
RHONDA SHULMAN
HENRY TOPEL
G.C. TURNAUER
]
AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES:
DR. ROBERT ROSEN
Albert Einstein Academy
PERRY F. GOLDLUST
Delaware Gratz Hebrew High School
JUDY LEVY
Jewish Community Center
EFREM LIEBER
Jewish Family Service
DAVID HEFTER
Milton & Hartie Kuiz Home
)
SYNAGOGUE REPRESENTATIVES:
JOHN ELZUFON
Adas Kodesch Skel Emeth
HELEN GELOF
Beth Sholom Congregation
LAWRENCE ISAKOFF
Congregation Beth Emeth
STEVEN A. DOMBCHIK
Congregation Beth Shalom
NORMAN GERSHMAN
Temple Beth E1
RABBI KENNETH COHEN
Rabbinical Association
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Jewish Federation of Delaware

101 GARDEN OF EDEN ROAD, WILMINGTON, DE 19803

Telephone (302) 478-6200

May 24, 1988

President Ronald W. Reagan

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20050

Dear President Reagan:

ROBERT N. KERBEL
Executive
Vice President

The entire world looks to the imminent Summit
meeting with the Soviet Union as another opportunity
to reduce tensions between East and West and to
loosen the restrictions on freedom confronted by

S0 many.

The citizens of Delaware who have signed the
enclosed petitions ask that in your meetings with
General Secretary Gorbachev in Moscow, you vigorously
advocate a continued substantial level of emigration
for Soviet Jews who wish to leave and an easing of
disabilities for those Soviet Jews who remain.

We wish you great success in your negotiations
on the total range of issues confronting the United
States and the Soviet Union.

]

*‘/!_.”( ’1 tﬂf)'\‘/k A;’,/

Sincerely,

s /)
Fda B

e

7

B QA

Stanley W. Balick, Chairperson
Soviet Jewry Task Force

SWB:js
Enclosures

cc: Secretary of State George P. Schultz
Senator Joseph R. Biden
Senator William V. Roth, Jr.
Congressman Thomas R. Carper



PETITION ON BEHALF OF SOVIET JEWRY

TO: President Ronald Reagan
FROM: The Delaware Community THEY NEED YOU!

We, the undersigned, urge that the agenda of the upcoming Summit Meeting in Moscow between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America include in its agenda a
discussion of the plight of Soviet Jewry.

On behalf of the Jews of the U.S.S.R., we ask that you inform Chairman Gorbachev of our
country's deep concern over the deprivation of Jewish religious and cultural freedoms and the barriers
confronting Jewish emigration. The onerous treatment of those who have sought to leave is a grave
injustice, as well, which should be remedied.

We urge you to continue to press for an easing of the disabilities borne by Soviet Jews.
Rectification of these injustices will occur only through your continued advocacy for just and humane
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PETITION ON BEHALF OF SOVIET JEWRY W
TO: President Ronald Reagan
FROM: The Delaware Community THEY NEED YOU!

We, the undersigned, urge that the agenda of the upcoming Summit Meeting in Moscow between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America include in its agenda a
discussion of the plight of Soviet Jewry.

On behalf of the Jews of the U.S.S.R., we ask that you inform Chairman Gorbachev of our
country's deep concern over the deprivation of Jewish religious and cultural freedoms and the barriers
confronting Jewish emigration. The onerous treatment of those who have sought to leave is a grave
injustice, as well, which should be remedied.

We urge you to continue to press for an easing of the disabilities borne by Soviet Jews.
Rectification of these injustices will occur only through your continued advocacy for just and humane

treatment,
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PETITION ON BEHALF OF SOVIET JEWRY

TO: President Ronald Reagan
FROM: The Delaware Community THEY NEED YOU!

We, the undersigned, urge that the agenda of the upcoming Summit Meeting in Moscow between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America include in its agenda a
discussion of the plight of Soviet Jewry.

On behalf of the Jews of the U.S.S.R., we ask that you inform Chairman Gorbachev of our
country's deep concern over the deprivation of Jewish religious and cultural freedoms and the barriers

confronting Jewish emigration. The onerous treatment of those who have sought to leave is a grave
injustice, as well, which should be remedied.

We urge you to continue to press for an easing of the disabilities borne by Soviet Jews.
Rectlﬁcatlon of these injustices will occur only through your continued advocacy for just and humane
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PETITION ON BEHALF OF SOVIET JEWRY

TO: President Ronald Reagan
FROM: The Delaware Community THEY NEED YOU!

We, the undersigned, urge that the agenda of the upcoming Summit Meeting in Moscow between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America include in its agenda a
discussion of the plight of Soviet Jewry.

On behulf of the Jews of the U.S.S.R., we ask that you inform Chairman Gorbachev of our
country's deep concern over the deprivation of Jewish religious and cultural freedoms and the barrier:
confronting Jewish emigration. The onerous treatment of those who have sought to leave is a grave
injustice, as well, which should be remedied.

We urge you to continue to press for an easing of the disabilities borne by Soviet Jews.

Rectification of these injustices will occur only through your continued advocacy for just and humane
treatment y
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PETITION ON BEHALF OF SOVIET JEWRY

TO: President Ronald Reagan
FROM: The Delaware Community THEY NEED YOU!

We, the undersigned, urge that the agenda of the upcoming Summit Meeting in Moscow between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America include in its agenda a
discussion of the plight of Soviet Jewry.

On behalf of the Jews of the U.S.S.R., we ask that you inform Chairman Gorbachev of our
country’s deep concern over the deprivation of Jewish religious and cultural freedoms and the barriers
confronting Jewish emigration. The onerous treatment of those who have sought to leave is a grave
injustice, as well, which should be remedied.

We urge you to continue to press for an easing of the disabilities borne by Soviet Jews.
Rectification of these injustices will occur only through your continued advocacy for just and humane

treafn;ent
| / "t Yo
/ WKLY

JQI D Dnd







